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This paper provides a descniplion and an analysis of combinations of wo third
person clitics, accusative and dative, in lour varieties of Catalan. While in one of
these four vanelies, the output forms are straightforward, in the other three there is
an increasing presence of opaque outputs, thal is outputs that differ from the [orm
the clitics have when they appear in isolation. Both the linear order among the clitics
and the presence of opague forms is argued to take place in the Morphology
Component, between s-structure and PF (a syntactic approach to clitic order being
rejected). In this component, the internal structure of the clitics, a hierarchical
structure of features, can be altered by several types of processes {deletion, insertion):
insertion is argued to apply in one of the varieties under discussion. Linear order
among pronominal clitics is determined by the mapping onic a template. This
mapping can be based on either whole clitics or individual terminal features. Afl
possibilities exist in the four vaneties, and in lwo cases they coexist in a given
dialect. The rest of the opagque forms in the [our vanetics anise during (he mapping
_ cperation, when wo instances of a given feature are mapped onto one and the same
stol. An additional spurce of vanation lies on the featore on which [feminine]

depends.

When pronominal clitics are combined, they often adopt an opaque form; that is, they do not
appear with the shape they have when they appear in isolation. There are several kinds of
modifications clitics can undergo, and there is a very considerable amount of dialectal variation
in this respect. Third person pronominal clitics are particularly prone to suffer modifications
when they are combined with each other. In this paper, four different third person {accusative
and dative} pronominal clitic systems of Catalan will be examined, which differ with respect to
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the output of clitic combinations but hardly with respect to the forms those clitics have in
isolation, and a proposal will be made to account for the variation. One of these systems
belongs to Central Catalan, and it is shared by a large number of speakers. This is the dialect
with the most opague forms. Another system that will be taken under consideration is
Majorcan, in one of its varieties, not spoken by younger people nowadays. The other two
systems to be examined correspond especially to standard varictics of Catalan. One of them is
Standard Valencian, which is also spoken in paris of Valéncia and Castellé. The other one is the
standard vanety of Catalan for the rest of the Catalan speaking area, also known as Standard
Catalan. For convenience, | will concentrate only on this variety as spoken in Central Catalan.
The clitic system of this variety is part of the colloguial language spoken in certain, very
limited, areas. Throughout this article [ will use letiers to refer to each system in order to avoid
any possible confusions. The terms will be: variety A (Standard Valencian), variety B

(Standard Catalan), vanety C (Majorcan), and vaniety D (Central Catalan).

The paper is organized as follows: in section 1 | present the relevant data concerning the four
varieties of Catalan mentioned in the previous paragraph, organized in increasing degrees ol
opacity. In section 2 a proposal ts made to account for ail the opaque forms, which is based on
morphology. Syntactic and phonological approaches will be rejected in view of the
characteristics of the data being analyzed. The paper also contains a last section with

conclusions,

1. The data
1.1, Variety A
This variety of Catalan, spoken in certain arcas of Valéncia and Castelld, has no opaque forms
in combinations of two third person clitics, accusative and dative. As can be seen in most cases,
the dative clitic precedes the accusative clitic. These facts are illustrated in (1) and (2). In {1a-b),
and (22-b), the clitics appear in isolation. The examples in (1¢) and (2c) contain combinations

of the previously shown clitics. In all the examples throughout this paper I use the Clitic-Left .



Dislocation construction in order to clearly show the inflectional characteristics of the

antecedent. All clitics and clitic combinations appear in boldface.

{1}y a. Al xiquet, Ii donaré la poma més tard.
to-the boy  3sgDatl give-1sg-FUT the apple later
b. La poma, Ia donaré al  xiquet més tard.
the apple{fem) 3sgfemAcc give-1sg-FUT to-the boy  later
c. Al xiquet, la poma li Ia donaré més tard.
to-the boy  the apple 3sgDat 3sgfemAcc give-1sg-FUT later
'l will give the apple to the boy later.”
(2} a. Als xiquets,els  donaré les pomes més tard.
to-the boys  3piDat give-1sg-FUT the apples later
b. Les pomes, les donaré als  xiquets més tard.
the apples(fer) 3plfemAcc give-1sg-FUT to-the boys  later
c. Als xiguets, les pomes, els les donaré més tard.
to-the boys  the apples 3plDat 3plfemAce give-1sg-FUT later

T wilt give the apples 1o the boys later.'

As can be seen in (3), below, the third person dative plural clitic is phonolegically identical to
the third person accusative plural {masculine) clitic. This is so in all the varieties of Catatan that
will be taken into consideration, except in one {variety D}, As will be shown later, the identity
between the third person accusative plural clitic and the third person dative plural clitic is only
phonolegical, not morphological. The form of the third person dative clitic in jsolation can be

seen in {2a).

(3) Als  xiquels, els préssecs, els els donaré més tard.
to-the boys  the peaches(masc) 3piDat 3plmascAce give-1sg-FUT later

T will give the peaches to the boys later.



1.2, Variety B

The third person prenominal clitic system of this variety of Catalan is identical to that of

Valencian in all respects except when a third person accusative clitic 1s combincd with a third

person dative singuiar clitic. In this case opaque outputs arise given that the third person dative

singular clitic, /i in 1solation, seems to adopt the form /i/ (spelied ki)

(4b) illustrates the combination of a third person accusative clitic with a third person dative

plural clitic. As can be seen by comparison with {2¢) the outputs in these two varieties are

identical:
@ a
b.

Als nois,els  donaré les pomes més tard.

to-the boys 3piDat give-1sg-FUT the apples later

Les pomes, als nois, els les donaré més tard.
the apples{fem) to-the boys 3piDat 3plfemAcc give-1sg-FUT later

T will give the apples to the boys later.’

(5a) shows the form of the third person dative singular clitic in isolation. In (5b} this clitic

appears combined with a third person accusative clitic, and adepts the form /if (hi}. As shown,

the non-opaque outputs les /i and li les are non-existent.

(5 a

Al not, H donaré les pomes més tard,

to-the boy 3sgDat give-1sg-FUT the apples later

Al not, les pomes, les hi donaré més tard.
to-the boy the apples(fem) 3plfemAcc 3sgDat {//) give-1sg-FUT later
(*les li / *1i les)

I will give the apples to the boy later.'



It is also important 1o note that, while in combinations with a third person dative plural clitic the
surface order is dative > accusative, when the third person dative clitic is singular {when the

opaque forms arise), the order is accusative > dative.

1.3, Variety C

This variety of Catalan, spcken in Majorca, has no transparent combinations; all the outputs in
combinations of two third person clitics are opaque. Like in variety B, the third person dative
singular clitic, fli/ in isolation, adopts the form /i/ when it is combined with an accusative clitic.
Moreover, the third person accusative clitic never shows {eminine agreement, even though a
feminine marker is present when this clitic appears in isolation and the antecedent is feminine.
These two aspects are illustrated in (6a-¢). | also give, in parentheses, the non-cxistent

transparent forms;!

{6y a. Sespomes, les donaré a s'al.lot més tard.
the apples(fem) 3plfemAcc give-1sg-FUT to the-boy later
b. A sallotli donaré ses pomes més tard,
to the-boy 3sgDat give-1sg-FUT the apples later
¢. Sespomes,a sallot, [alz) donaré més tard.
the apples to the-boy 3sgDat+3pifemAcc (/izif) give-1sg-FUT later
(*es Ii / *1i les}

'l will give the apples to the boy later.'

If one were to say that the form /i/ correspends to the dative clitic, the surface order between the

two clitics in {(6¢) would be accusative > dative, like in vaniety B and unlike variety A.

11 give the opaque third person dative outpul in its phonological form only because there is no standard spelling
for this variety. Otherwise /if would be spelled Ai. T will give only phonological formas in such cases. '



In combinations of two third persen clitics in which the dative clitic is plural other opaque
forms arise. In this case, the dative plural clitic, els (/12/) remains transparent but the accusative
clitic becomes /u/ in all cases, regardless of the gender and number of the antecedent. This
"change" to /of is also existent in certain varieties of Valencian, as described in Todelf (1992).
Catalan has an independent clitic fof {or fu/f), ho, the so-called neuter clitic, and later it will be
claimed that, through a specific morphological process, the third person accusative clitic
becomes a neuter clitic. This "change"” is illustrated in (7c). The clitics that show up in an
opaque form in this combination appear in isolation in (7a,b). As done earlier, I include, after

{7c) and in parentheses, the non-existent transparent cutput forms for the combination:

(7Y a. Sespomes, les donaré a ets al.lots més tard.
the apples(fem) 3plfemAcc give-1sg-FUT to the boys later
b. Aets allots,els  donaré scs pomes més tard,
to the boys  3plDat give-1sg-FUT the apples later
c. Ses pomes, a ets al.lots, [slzo] donaré més tard.
the apples to the boys  3plDat+3plfemAcc [al20] give-1sg-FUT later
(*els les / *les els)

T will give the apples to the boys later.”

If we compare (7a} with (7c) we will see that, cven though the third person accusative clitic in
(7a) is femine and plural, those markers do not show up in the combination in (7c). Instead, the

invariable form /of appears.

While the surface order could be said to be accusalive > dative when the dative clitic was
singular {cf. (6¢)), the surface order would be dative > accusative whenever the dative clitic is

plural {cf. (6¢)).

1.4, Variety D

Variety D corresponds basically te Central Catalan, and has no transparent oufputs in



combinations of two third person clitics. A basic difference between variety I and the other
varieties previously described is that the form of the third person dative plural clitic is /lzi/,
while in the other varieties this clitic has the phonological form /lz/. As in Majorcan, nc
feminine marking ¢ver appears in such combinations. Moreover, whenever the two clitics are
singular, the output form of the combination is fii/, while whenever one of the two clitics or
both of them are plural, the output form is /1zi/. These aspects are illustrated in (8} and (%),

below,

{8) a. Lapoma, la donaré als  nois més tard.
the apple(fem) 3sgfemAcc give-1sg-FUT to-the boys later
b. Als nois, [old] donaré la poma més tard.
to-the boys, 3plDat give-1sg-FUT the apple later
c. Als nois,la poma, [alz] donaré més tard.
to-the boys the apple  3plDat+3sgfemAcc (fzif) give-1sg-FUT later
(*[lalzi] / *[alzila])

'T will give the apple to the boys later.’

in (8b) we see the form of the third person dative plural clitic in isolation, /lzi/. As can be seen

in {8c¢), the feminine marker that was present in (8a) does not appear in this last example.

From examples like (8¢), we might conclude that what is really happening in combinations of
two third persen clitics is that only the dative clitic shows up in such combinations. Recall that
in this variety the phonological form of the third person dative plural clitic in isolation is /1zi/,
like the form that appears in {8c). The omission of the third person accusative clitic is in fact
common in certain dialects of French and alsc in very restricted areas of the Catalan speaking

domain. However, this cannot be the case in variety D, as example (9c) shows:

(% a. Lespomes, les donaré al noi més tard.

the apples(fem) 3plfemAce give-1sg-FUT to-the boy later
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b. Al noi, I donaré les pomes més tard.
to-the boy 3sgDat give-1sg-FUT the apples later

c. Al noi, les pomes, [alzi] ' donaré més tard.
to-the boy the apples 3plfemAcc+3sgDat give-1sg-FUT later
{*li les /*les li} |

T will give the apples to the boy later”

As can be seen in (9¢), the cutput form of the combination is /lzi/, like the third person dative
plural clitic in isolation, but in this case the antecedent of the dative is singular. Therefore we
cannot conclude that the ouput of the combination simply ignores the accusative clitic. The
plural marker in (9¢) precisely has to come from the accusative clitic. In {9¢) it can also be seen

that the feminine marker coming from the accusative clitic does not show up in the combination.

{10¢), below, illustrates the fact that the form /zi/ is also the cuput form in combinations of two
third person plural clitics. As usual, in (10a,b} [ give the form of the clitics involved in (10c) as

they appear in isolation. I also include the non-existent transparent possible forms:

(1) a. Lespomes, les donaré als  nois més tard.
the apples(fem) 3plfemAcc give- Isg-FUT to-the boys later
b. Als nois, [slei] donaré les pomes més tard.
10-the boys 3plDat give-1sg-FUT the apples later

c. Als nois, les pomes, [olz] donaré més tard.
to-the boys the apples 3plDat+3plfemAcc {z1/) give-1sg-FUT later
(¥{alzlas] / *[lazal=))

‘Donaré les pomes als nois més tard.’

In this variety of Catalan it 1s impossible to tell what the order is between accusative and dative.
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1.5. Summary of the facts

I {11}, below, a chart is given with the output phonological forms of the combinations of two
third persen dative clitics, accusative and dative, in the four varieties of Catalan previously
described. In many cases, some epenthetic vowels will be added (d=dative; a=accusative;

s=singular; p=plural; m=masculine; f{=feminine}:?

{11} var. A var. B var. C var. D
ds. + asm. M | i Aif i/
d.s. + asf. Mila/f flatf i i/
d.s. + apm. filz/ . fizif Az Azif
d.s. + a.pf. Ailez/ fazi/ Nzaf Nzif
d.p. + as.m. vl fzif fzed fzif
d.p. + asf. N7al HAEY Nzey Azif
d.p. + apm N7z Azl fizof Naif
d.p. + apf. Azex/ fzlazf fzof Nzif

In (12}, below, | give the forms of all the third person clitics as they appear in isolation, All
varieties have basically the same forms in all the cases, except when the third person dative
clitic is plural. In this case, varicty D has a different form. Another difference, which does not
have any bearing on the topic of this paper, is the phonological form of the feminine marker. In
most varieties it has the form 8/ (or some /V/ from which /3/ can be derived by Vowel
Deletion}, while in variety 1 it has the form f&/ when feminine cooccurs with singular, and fef

when it cooceurs with plural:3

2 The forms given in (11) are the ones the clitics have in preverbal position. In postverbal position there are

some modifications not related to the topic of this paper.

3 This pattern can also be found in Standard Catalan {varicty B} as spoken in the north-eastern region of the

Catalan area.



(12} d.s: /i d.p.: Azif (var. D}; /lz/ {others)
asm. fl/ a.s.f.: flaf (var. A); /laf {others)

a.p.m.: z/ a.p.l.: flez/ {var. A); /laz/ {others)

2. The analysis

There are two things to be accounted for with respect to combinations of two third person
clitics, accusative and dative, in the four varieties of Catalan described in the previous section.
One of them is the linear order among the clitics, and the other one the presence of opaque
forms. The fatter aspect has hardly ever received any aitention in the linguistic literature, but the
former has often been considered to have a syntactic explanation: the linear order among the
clitics would be the result of head to head movement. This type of explanation for clitics is
rejected in this paper. Fairly detailed arguments in favor of this position can be found in Bonet
{1991}. One of the arguments given there is related to the fact that the order of clitics with
respect to person is fixed, while the functions the clitics have can vary. This observation is

llustrated in {1a,b):

(13) a. Te m'ha rccomanat  en Miguel.
2sg 1sg has recommended the Miquel
'Miquel has recommended youw/me to mefyou.'
5. Te li enviaré un regal.
2sg 3sgDat send-Isg-FUT a  present

T will send a present to you/him on him/you.'

In (13a), the order can be either acc > dat or dat > acc. This sentence is not accepted by all
Catalan speakers for independent reasons (see Bonet (1991), ch. 4). In {13b), the clitic reiated
to the indirect object can appear before or after the ethical dative clitic. However, in {13a)
second person has to precede first person, and in (13b) second person has to precede third

person. Under standard approaches to syntax, onc would expect clitic order to be based on



Case properties, not on person properties. For the cases at hand, 2 syntactic zecount to clitic
order would also be very difficull to maintain without many additional stipulations. Recall, for
instance, that in two of the varieties {B and C) the order changes depending on whether the
third person dative clitic is singular or piural. Again, under standard approaches to syntax one
would not expect clitic order to be based on number properties. Moreover, the differences of
order among the four varieties do not seem to correlate with any other syntactic differences.
There is little justification, then, for a syntactic approach to clitic order. If one aims at a
minimalist approach (cf. Chomsky (1993)), differences among dialects (in this case) should be

found in the interfaces, while the syntax would remain identical for all varieties.

In the proposal to be developed here, there are no syntactic differences among the four varieties
of Catalan with respect to clitics. Clitic order and opaque forms arisc in the Morphology
Component, between S-structure and PF (or after spell-out and before the phonology, under a
minimalist approach}. Linear order is obtained through mapping to a template, and most of the
opaque forms to be accounted for here arise precisely because of the way the mapping works.
Furthermore, this proposal crucially relies on two claims: there is no phonelogical information
in the syntax, which exclusively contains morphosyntactic information. This idea can be
found, for instance, in Otero (1976), Pranka (1984} or Anderson {1992). Phonological
informaton is introduced late in the Morphology Component and provides the input to PF. The
second crucial claim is that pronominal ¢litics constitute hierarchical structures of morphological
features. These structures are most ofien severely impovedshed in the Morphology Component
through their manipulation, or during the mapping to a template or the insertion of phonological

information.4 In (14}, below, I give the morphological structures that would correspond to the

4 Presumably not only pronominal clitics would constitute hierarchical feature structures, but this would be the
case for articles, to give an example. The extension of the proposal to other elements is far beyond the scope of

this paper.
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third person pronominal clitics, accusative and dative.d At this point | ignore gender and

number, which witl be addressed later.

{14) a. 3rd person accusative b. 3rd person dative

CL CL
N
ARG 3RD ARG 3f|3D
OBL

The structures in {14) are reminiscent of the structures phonological segments are claimed to
have, The node CL. can be compared to the root node in phonology. There are no precedence

relations among sister features. Thus, orders like (14'2,b) will not be distinct:

(14" a. 3rd person accusative b. 3rd person dative

CL CL
3RD ARG 3RD ARG
OBL

Each feature constitutes a natural class. The feature 3RD, for instance, is shared by all third
person clitics, including the neuter clitic, the partitive or genitive clitic, and the locative clitic.
The node ARG is shared by all clitics except the ones known as adverbial clitics in the Catalan
literature {the genitive clitic and the locative clitic). The fact that these features constitute natural
classes implies that the clitics that share a given feature behave alike with respect to certain

morphological processes (see Bonet (1991)).6

5 Yor the time being I am ignoning the neuter clitic, which can also be considered a third person clitic. It will be

taken into consideration in section 2.4.

6 The combinations of twa third person clitics are particularly prone to all sort of changes. Given the large
degree of similarity between both clitics, s can be seen in {14), one could iry to relate this tendency 1o

modifications to the Obligatory Contour Principle (QCP), a principle originally proposed in phonology, which
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Within the Morphology Component, a set of rutes —which I will call spell-out rules— assoctates
phonological features to the morphologicat feature structure of clitics.? In (15) the spell-out
rules for third person clitics ate given. As can be seen, these rules make direct reference to
terminal features of the morphological structures. [ also include the speli-out rules for
[feminine] and Ipluraf], which have not been taken into consideration yet. These features are
privative or monovalent. Thus 'masculine' is the lack of [feminine], and ‘singular is the lack of

[plurall.8

(15 a. [ARG,OBL] — i/ / [pl} {all varieties except D)
b, [ARG] — A/
¢. [OBL] — Hf
d. [NEUT] — /of
e [pl] —= &
f. [fem] — fe/ / [pl] (variety A}
f*. [fem] — fa/ (varierty A)

g. [fem] — /of (other varieties)

Spell-out rules (15a) and {15b), on the one hand, and rules {15f} and (15f"), on the other, obey

the Elsewehere Condition {Panini, Kiparsky (1982}): the most specific rule will apply and will

prohibits sequences of identical elements, If the OCP were adopted for merphology, it should hold for derivatiens
taken as a whole, rather than for specific stages in the derivation, because there are several ways avoiding this
identity in the cases 1aken into account here, as will be seen in the text. The relation between the OCP and the

presence of opaque outputs in clitic combinations needs to be studied in greater detail than this paper permits.
7 In Hafle and Marantz {1592) these rules are called voczbulary insertion rules.

8 with respect to the feature [fem), one could also exclude {15g) and have {15f.f") for all dialects. The {2] would
then be obtained through Vowe! Reduction in the relevant dialects.



block the more gcne;al rule; that is, (15a) will have precedence over (15b), and (15f) will have

precedence over {150%).2

In order to account for the data in section 1 two parameters of variation will be postulated. One
of them determines what feature [fem] depends on. [t can either be [ARG] or [3RD]. The
feature [pl] always depends on {ARG]. The other parameter of variation affects the mapping to
a template, This mapping can be either based on terminal elements or on clitics (the whole
structure). These two seltings can cooccur in a given dialect, as will be seen. These twe

parameters are surnmarized in (16), below:

(16) Parameters of variation:
Dependency of the feature {fem]:
a. dependent on {ARG] {like [pl]).
a'. dependent on [3RD] (unlike [pil}.
Mapping to a template:
b.  of terminal features.

b'. of clitics.

The parameter in {16a,2") will give us two possible structures for the third person accusative

clitic, dependending on the variety of Catalan. These two possibilities are shown in {17}

9 The rules in (15f-g) are the spell-ont mles for gender ([femim'ﬁe]). Alternatively, an account following the lines
in Harris {1991} could be endorsed, in which the spell-outs in (15f-g) would correspond to form classes, rather
than directly lo gender. Since this issue is orthogonal to the topic of this paper, I have adopted the more

straightforward proposat, onty for simplification purposes.
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{I7) a. 3rd person accusative b. 3rd person accusative

cL cL
N
ARG 3RD ARG  3RD
([femD) {[pl]) {fpl}  {([fem];

The mapping to a template, which accounts for the linear order among clitics, takes place late
within the Morphology Component. The template consistes of a number of positions, all
identified with specific clitics or features. This template contains, of course, positions for all the
clitics / features of the language. With respect to the dependent features [fem] and [pl], their
lincarization does not differ from the process of linearization of the same features in nouns,
adjectives and articles, and would take place later than the linearization of clitics. On this issue,
see Harris (1991}. In the case of pronominal clitics, the base to which (fem] and [pl] adjoin is

the element mapped on & given slot containing those features.

In the next sections, we will see how the parameters in {16), plus an additional process,

account for the differences among the four varieties described in 1.

2.1, Variety D

As described in section 1.4, in this varety, the combinations of two third person clitics,
accusative and dative, give rise to two phonolegical outputs: /1i/ whenever both clitics are
singular, and /lzi/ whenever at least one of them is plural. No feminine marker is ever present in

such combinations.

In order to account for the opaque output forms in variety D, the agreement feature [fem] has to
be a dependent on [3RD)] {setting n (16a"), which gives (17b)}, and the mapping to the
- template has to be based on terminal features (setting in (16b)). The template for variety D

appears in (18}, below:



(18)

[ARG] [OBL]

In combinations of two third person clitics, two nodes [ARG] are always present, one of them
coming from the dative clitic and the other one coming from the accusative clitic. Both instances
of [ARG] will be mapped onto the template. {19} illustrates the mapping of two third person
clitics, accusative and dative, both of them singular and masculine (that is, with no agreement
features). Recall that the clitics themselves are not linearized: the dative clitic could have also

been written before the accusative clitic:

(19
CL CL
N
ARG 3RD ARG 3RD

OBL

o

[ARG] [OBL]

Resulting output form: /1i/

As indicated, [ARG] will be spelled out as /I, through rule (15b), and [OBL] will be spelled
out as /i/, through rule (15¢). When one of the two clitics {or both of them) is plural, the
feature [plural} will be a dependent on [ARG] and will be mapped, with it, onto the slot. Since
all [ARG] features will be mapped onto that slot, [plural] will alsc be always mapped,
regardless of the clitic it comes from. [plural] will be spelled out as /2/ through ruie (15¢). Two

examples appear in (20}, below:
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(20)

a. CL CL b. CL C‘L
ARG 3RD ARG 3RD ARG 3RD ARG 3RD
PI] OBL [PI] OBL
[ARG] [OBL] [ARC] {OBL]
Resutting output form: /lzi/ Resulting output form: /zi/

A plural marker /z/ will, then, show up whenever at least one of the two clitics is piural.

Netice that the template in {18) has no slot for [3RD]. This means that this feature will never be
mapped. Because of the setting {16z} the feature [fem], depending on [3RD], will then not be

mapped; therefore, it will never surface.1C This is illustrated in (21):

101 Bonet (1991}, the absence of a feminine marker i combinations of two third person clitics is accounted for
through the application of a morphological rule, instead of a parameter with Iwo settings with respect to the
location of the feature [fem]. The morphological rule responsible for the absence of [fem] 1s shown in {1). [fem]
always depends on [ARG]:

{i) CI | CIL
ARG 3RD

[fem)

The rule int (i} accounts for the fact that the feminine marker never shows up, ot only with third person clitics,
but with all kinds of clilics with the feature [3RD]. This also includes the genitive or partitive clitic and the
tocative clitic. Moreover, this rule also ensurcs that the feature [fem] 15 not lost when the other clitic is first
person, second person or the impersonal or reflexive; these clitics do not have the feature [3RID]. The proposal
preseated in this paper is, in principle, better than the alternative sketched in this footnote because it enriches the
representations instead of putting the burden on rules. However it is not clear at this point whether the
representational oplion can account as well for the Latter fact noted here: [fermn] would always be a dependent on
[3RD, and would never have a spell-out because there would never be a slot for it in the template. Therefore
{fem] would also be wrongly lost in combinations with non-[3RD] clitics, like first person clitics. This problem

might be solved by having a slightiy differcat notien of template. I leave this issue for further research.
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21)
CL CL
ARG 3RD ARG

wl/ g

{ARG] fOBL]

Resulting cutput form: /1i/

When the clitics appear in isolation, the template does not hold and all terminal features are

spelled out. In this variety, [fem] is always —whenever licensed— spefled out as fo/ through rule

(15g}.

2.2. Variety A

While variety D has the most opaque third person pronominal clitic combinations, variety A has
onty transparent outputs. [n order to derive these transparent forms, the mapping of the clitics
onto the template has to be based on whole clitics (not on terminal features), as shown in
(16bY. {femenine], like [plural], will be a dependent on [ARG] {cf. (16a)}. The template for

this variety appears in (22):

(22)

IARG OBL]  [ARG 3RD]

{22) mentions only the relevant terminal features of the clitics involved, under each shot. It has
to be understood that the minimal constituent containing the features mentioned {(CL) is
mapped. Thus, the first slot will be occuptied by the third person dative clitic (which has both
(unordered) [ARG] and [OBL)), while the accusative clitic {with [ARG] and [3RD]} will

occupy the second slot (the dative clitic precedes the accusative clitic in this variety).
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(23), below, illustrates how the differcnt third person clitics are mapped conto the template.
Recall, again, that the two clitics could have been written in the opposite order (the accusative
clitic before the dative clitic) because there is no linear order at that stage. The template

{underneath the clitics) is responsible for the linear order.

(23)
CL CL
ARG 3RD ARG 3RD

} ] i
([pD OBL  ({em]) (IpiD

\ Y

[ARG OBL] [ARG3RD]

Resulting output forms: /li+l/, Ai+ia/, Ai+lz/, f+lez/,

flz+l, flz+lad, Az, Nz+lez!

The dative clitic, which is mapped onto the first slot, will be spelled out as /1/+41/, if this clitic is
singular (through the application of rules (15b,¢)}, and as /1/+/2/ if the clitic is plural {through
rules {15a,e}). In the latter case, no /i/ wili appear because in the context of [plural], [ARG] and
[OBL] are spelled out together as /i{. The accusative clitic will be spelled out as /1/ if the clitic is
masculine and singular (rule {15b)}, as /t/+/a/ if [feminine} is present {rules (15b,), and as
fli+tef+izt if both [feminine] and [plural] are present (rules {15b,1,¢)). Rule (15f} will apply

instead of {15f") because of the presence of [plural].!!

11 As shown in {23), the output form of the dative singular clitic in variety A is flif. /If is the spell-out of
[ARG] and /i/, the spéll-ou! of [OBL] (cf {15b.c)). However, nothing in the mechanisms proposcd predicts the
order between [ARG] and [OBL] in this variety, since the mapping onto the template picks up whole clitics, and
the features internal 1o a clitic structure are unordered. Oze could probably assume that in this variety [ARG] and
[OBL] de not have independent spell-outs {as shown in (15b.c)}, but Lhat the {[ARG]. {OBL]} clitic has a
specific spell-out /1if. The fact that this variety lacks an independent [OBL] clitic {there is no locative clitic)

makes this suggestion lairly plausible. [ leave this issue for further research.
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2.3. Variety B

This variety is basically identical to variety A, but only when the third person dative clitic is
plural. Under these circumstances, the combination of two third person clitics is not opaque,
and the dative clitic precedes the accusative clitic. The anatysis of such combinations wiil, thus,
be basically identical to the one proposed for variely A in sectien 2.1, and, therefore, the
corresponding template will be the ore shown in (24a), based on whole clitics. When the dative
clitic is singular, variety B becomes very similar to variety D, with only opaque outputs. The
template for variety B will, then, be identical to the template proposcd for variety D, based on

terminal features, not on whole clitics. This template is repeated in (24b), below:

(24 a b. _

{pl OBL] [ARG 3RD] [ARG] [OBL]

(24a} will be interpreted in the following way: A clitic with the terminal features [ARG] and
[3RD], that is a third person accusative clitic, will be preceded by a clitic with the terminal
features [pl] and [OBL]. The only clitic with these terminal features is the third person dative
plural clitic. The Elsewhere Condition, invoked earlier, determines that the application of (24a)
will always precede the application of (24b), because {24a} is more specific {more complex)
than (24b). This condition is necessary because otherwise we could generate output forms like
*fzi instead of the existent els ef in combinations of a third person accusative singular

masculine clitic with a third person dative plural clitic (which is what happens in variety D).12

12 Since in variety B the dative singular clitic, /lif in isolation, adopts the form /i/, spelled 4i, identical to the
form of the locative clitic, one could suggest that the dative clitic is really a locative clitic to start with, in the
syntax. This would also be the case for other varieties. This possibility, plausible in principle, faces some
problems, though. One of them, conceptual, wounld be that, intriguingly, the locative clitic would only be
generated in case the source were singular, pot plural. There is also an empirical problem: it is impossible to

have two (independent) locative phrases in a given sentence, as shown in {i):

{i} *Anird a Rensa l'estacid.
g0-35g-FUT to Reus to the-station

'Sthe will go to Reus to the station’
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In variety B, the combinations with a third person dative singular clitic are identical to those in
variety D except in one respect: in variety B, [feminine] is never lost; it surfaces as a schwa
{through rule {15g}}). In this variety, then, [feminine] will be a dependent on [ARG], like
[plural] is {cf. the parameter setling in (16a)}), instead of being a dependent on [3RD]. (25},
below, shows how the mapping works for a combination of  third person accusative clitic and

a third person dative singular clitic:

If the dative clitic is considered to be really a locative clitic, we predict it to be impossible baving a third person

dative clitic and 2 locative clitic in a given sentence. This prediction is not borne out, as (ii} shows:

(it} En Pere no i hi (/) anird, a Reus.
the Pere not 31d-dat{ben} loc go-3sg-FUT to Reus

‘Pere will not go to Reus for him/ber.”

Under the present proposal the fact in {ii) is accounted for in exactly the same terms as the cases with two
instances of [ARG], seen so far: both the dative clitic and the locative have a feature [OBL], the two instances of
this feature are mapped onto one and the same slot, and, later, that feature is spelled out as a single fi/ through
rule {15c}. The intuition that the dative clitic aad the locative ¢litic are in some way the same is also captured
under the present propesal: both clitics have the feature [OBL]. the only difference is the presence versus the
absence of the feature {[ARG]. The structure of these twe clitics can be compared in {jif} ({iiia) corresponds to the
third person dative clitic, while {fiib} corresponds to the locative clitic):

(i) a. CL b. CIL
ARG 31|2D 31}1)
OBL OBL
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Once the morphological rule in {272) has applied, the output form and the structure
corresponding to the dative plural ¢litic are mapped onto a template based on whole ¢litics (cf.
(16b%}. The dative clitic {{[pl OBL]} will precede the neuter clitic {(NEUT 3RD]). When the
third person dative chitic is singuiar, the output forms do not differ at all from variety D: the
form /lif appears whenever the two clitics involtved are singular; /1zif appears, instead, when the
accusative clitic is plural {recatl that in this case the dative clitic is singular). No feminine marker
appears. Under the present proposal, the lack of a feminine marker indicates that the feature
[feminine] depends on [3RD], like in variety D. Likewise, the mapping to a template wili be

based on features {cf. {16b)). The two templates valid for variety C appear in {28), below:

(28) a b.

fpl OBL] [NEUT 3RDj [ARG] [OBL}

Variety C constitutes, then, a mixed system with respect to mapping to a template, like variety

B. for certaint combinations the mapping is based on whole clitics {in both varieties, this

looses its feature [INEUT] when it cooccurs with any [3RIY] clitic, as shown below:

(i} CL ! CL
N [
ARG 3ED 3RD
NEUT

In variety C, rule {i) has to precede rule {27a). Otherwise, the feature [NEUT] introduced by rule {i) would be lost
by the application of rule {272). The ordering between these two rules conld follow from some structure

preservation condition.

Jim Harris (p.c.) suggests that fof in this variety could be interpreted as 2 class marker (as the one that appears in
carro), rather than the spell-out of the feature [NEUT). This is certainly a possibility worth explonng, even
though it would be more difficult to rule out the form %/lzoz/ as the spell-out for a combination with an

accusative plural clitie.
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happens whenever a third person dative plural clitic is involved); for others, the mapping is
based on features.!# The mapping of whole clitics is shown in (29a), while the mapping of

features appears tn {29b):

(29)
. CL CL
a CL P b Sk Sk
Allzo 3I|{D AEIaG 3RD ARG 3t 3RD ARG 3I|{D
[pl] OBL, NEUT \oy}) {[fem])

(pl OBL] [NEUT 3R} {ARG] fOBL]

In (29a) the neuter clitic that appears on the right side (it could equally have been written on the

14 We have seen that when two features "fight” for a given slot in the template, no conflict ariscs and both of
them are mapped. Later on each such slot will receive a single spell-out, which will be interpreted as having two
different sources. Among the combinations taken into consideration int this paper, there are no cases of two
whole clilics that compete for a single slot. These cases do exisl, the potential combination of two instances of
s being an example of them. First and second person clitics and the clitic es (all non-{3RD] clilics) are mapped
as whole clitics in all dialects of Catalan. Twe instances of &5 could in pringiple cooceur if one of them were an
impersonal clitic and the other one were a reflexive third person clitic. However, these combinations do not have

a grammatical cutput, as can be scen in (i)

{1) a. *Enaquestacasa eses renta.
in this honse refi+imp washes

b. *En aguestacasa  es renta.

in this  house refl+imp washes

Tn this house, one washes oneself'

As (ia) shows, two instances of es cannot cooccur; in (ib) we see that a single instance of s cannot represent
bath a reflexive clitic and an impersonal clitic. The facts in (i}, compared to the facts taken inlo account in the
text with respect to the competition for a given slot, lead us to conclude that two whole clitics can never be
mapped onte a single slot, while this is not the case with individual features. This conidition would account for
the integrity (or recoverability, in terms taken from Booet (1991)) that non-[3RD] <litics seém to. show.
(Mascard {1986:135-6} presents a more complicated picture of the facts related to the cogecurrence of identical

clities).
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left side} is the accusative clitic after the application of the morphological rule in (27a). The first
stot in the corresponding template can only be occupied by third person dative plural clitics,
which is the case in (29a). In (29b), the feature [feminine] is not mapped onto the templaie

because there is no slot for [3RD] and, therefore, it cannot be spelled out.

3. Conclusions

In this paper, four different varieties of Catalan have been analyzed with respect 1o their
different outputs in combinations of two third person clitics. It has been shown that both linear
order and the presence of opaque forms follow, except for one single aspect, from the way the
mapping onte a template works. The exception is the change from an accusative clitic to a
neuter clitic in one of the varieties. This type of opaque form, far from being an exception, is
very common in all Romance languages, and has been argued to be derived from the application
of a morphological rule. These rules, by their own nature, cannot generate random outputs, but
give as a result a structure corresponding 1o an independently existing clitic. The results
provided by the proposal made in this paper could hardly be obtained if a syntactic approach
were adopted, which would, at most, provide an account of linear order —not of the presence of
opaque forms— by making obligatory use, at least for varieties B and C, of certain stipulations
(because of the existence of a differcnt ordering depending on the number of the dative clitic). [t
has to be 1zken into account, alse, that the amount of dialectal and language variation with
respect 10 pronominal clitics and their combination is extraordinary, while variation in other
aspects is much smaller. Under a minimalist view of the grammar it does not make much sense
to try to account for all these differences in syntactic terms. A post-syntactic morphological

approach to this variation seems more plausible.

e [ would like to thank Jim Harris, Joan Mascaré, an anonymous reviewer, and the audience at
the 2nd Workshop on the Syntax of Central Romance Languages for insightful comments and

help. All errors are my own.
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