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Since the late 19th century, phrenology has been regarded at best as a 
pseudo-science popularised by quacks. During the 1970s, representatives 
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The Unión Médica Hispano-Americana was founded during the XIII Interna-
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Vera y López (1859-1918), co-founder of the Spanish Socialist Workers’ 
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It compares the Report (Informe) that he presented to the Comisión de 
Reformas Sociales (1884) with his later writings published in the socialist 
press («Farmacia y cooperación obrera», 1914 and «La locura en los niños. 
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essay Un siglo de civilización bajo la influencia eugenésica [A Century of Civi-
lization under the Influence of Eugenics], as the most explicit work on the 
eugenic utopia he advocated. This work, because of its breadth, was also 
one of the most extensive and detailed accounts of the steps to be taken 
towards the eugenic society that was produced. The present analysis of 
his work assesses the degree to which his thought, which has been des-
cribed as «utopian socialist», in fact corresponded to that epithet, given 
the politically authoritarian nature and the gender bias of some aspects 
of his one-hundred year plan for the creation of a eugenic society. The 
article also places Madrazo’s thought in the context of his time and other 
national currents of eugenic thought.
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Through the first half of the 20th century, chemical engineering was 
established as an academic option in the training of specialists for the 
North-American and European chemical industry, whereas it was not a 
special field of study in Spain until the 1990s. The reason for this delay 
was a battle of interests between chemist and industrial engineers to con-
trol this career during the first Francoism. This article will try to show 
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Abstract
The emergence of Evidence-Based Medicine (EBM) as the gold-standard 
practice in biomedicine and public health practices represents a significant 
epistemological turn in modern medicine. The development of Evidence-
Based Public Health (EBPH) followed the emergence of Evidence-Based 
Medicine, as an attempt to ground health policies and interventions on 
«sound facts». The present paper analyzes the historical and sociological 
roots of this turn. We evaluate the ethical and social consequences of this 
transformation, both within the medical profession (the polarization between 
a medical elite which strengthened its professional status, and a rank and 
file which experienced a process of «de-professionalization») and in its 
relationship to the welfare state (the link between the medical elite, EBM, 
EBPH and the commodification of health care and public health). 
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