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rnind that people corning frorn main- 
strearn linguistics and from positivistic 
sociological approaches rnay find this type 
of analysis difficult to understand. This 
is because of its predorninantly construc- 
tivist and post-structuralist basis, which 
encourages a very different attitude in the 
way data are analysed and categories are 
constructed as compared with traditional 
structuralisrn. Structuralist research is 
often geared towards finding formal fea- 
tures and evidence of existing «systems», 

and it predominantly contains a realist- 
based notion of validity. In this sense, 
1 believe that it is necessary that critica1 
discourse analysts develop a greater aware- 
ness of the episternological or philo- 
sophical basis of this framework in the 
future. Otherwise, readers rnay think that 
they are simply dealing with another 
relativistic frarnework, which is clearly 
not the case. 

Joan Pujolar 
Lancaster University 

Jan RENKEMA, Discourse Studies. An Introductory Extbook. Amsterdam, 
Philadelphia: John Benjarnins, 1993. ix +224 pages. 

Renkerna's book is a com~rehensive and 
thorough introduction to discourse 
studies intended to farniliarize students 
at university leve1 with the key concepts 
and rnajor issues in this field. It is sub- 
divided in three parts, preceded by a short 
introductory chapter in which the author 
presents and outlines the rnain topics 
dealt with in the text. 

Part 1 (chapters 2-5) constitutes a 
general introduction to the field. Thus, in 
chapter 2, devoted to language as verbal 
cornrnunication, we are introduced to 
Bühler's Organon rnodel (1934), Grice's 
cooperative principie and conversational 
rnaxims (1975), the concept of convers- 
ational irnplicature, and the politeness stra- 
tegies which are brought to bear when 
language is used. Chapter 3 is concerned 
with speech acts and their interpretation in 
discourse. A clear definition of discourse 
and an explanation of such essential con- 
ceots in the field as the seven standards of 
textuality and the various types of cohes- 
ion can be found in chapter 4. Last but 
not least, chapter 5 deals with the terrn 
((functionn as it is used in discourse stu- 
dies, while stressing its dependence on the 
situation in which language is used. To  
this end Del1 Hyrnes' SPEAKING rnodel 
(1972) is ernployed. 

Part 2 (chapters 6-9) is an introduc- 
tion to basic phenomena. Chapter 6 is 
devoted to propositions, rnacrostructures, 
superstructures, and topics, or, in the 
author's words, «the building blocks of 
discourse~, while chapter 7 is concerned 
with «the cernent between the blocks)~, 
namely anaphora, deixis, and the various 
types of discourse relations. The dicho- 
tornies written language and verbal in- 
teraction, everyday and literary language 
are effectively dealt with in chapter 8, and 
several possible discourse typologies are 
proposed. Finally, chapter 9 discusses the 
question of what «style» is and the way 
in which stvlistic variation can be de- 
scribed, while providing exarnples of 
stylistic research and exploring the role 
of rnetaphor in everyday language. 

Part 3 (chapters 10-12) is concerned 
with specific types of discourse. Hence, 
chapter 10 examines key concepts in the 
analvsis of conversation. narnelv trans- 
cription systems (focusing on score and 
dramaturgical notation), the turn-taking 
rnodel developed by Sacks, Schegloff and 
Jefferson (1974), and various types of 
sequential organization (turns, adjacency 
pairs, three-part sequences, etc.) descri- 
bed by Schegloff (1977) and Mehan 
(1979). Chapter 11, in turn, deals with 
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the investigation of narration both from 
a socio- and a psycholinguistic perspec- 
tive, while chapter 12 presents major 
issues in research on argumentative and 
persuasive language use. 

Part 4 (chapters 13-17) is the rnost 
interesting section of the book, for it deais 
with the production and perception of 
discourse. Chapters 13 and 14 are devot- 
ed to the production and the derivation 
of inforrnation, respectively. In the for- 
mer, the author discusses the three major 
variables in the presentation of inforrna- 
tion, narnely staging, perspectivization 
and the management of given and new 
information. The theater metaphor of 
«staging» is used in order to explain the 
management of foreground and back- 
ground information on the part of the 
writer or the speaker, while a reference is 
made to cinernatic art to introduce the 
concept of perspective, i.e., the viewpoint 
from which a topic is dealt with, making 
a clear distinction between vision (the ide- 
ological perspective), focalization (the 
narrator's perspective), and ernpathy (the 
speaker's attitude). The rnain topic of 
chapter 14 is inference, a collective term 
for ail possible implicit information which 
can be derived frorn a discourse, whose 
rnost significant cases, i.e., presupposi- 
tion, entailrnent, conventional and con- 
versational implicature, and connotation 
are clearly explained and exemplified. 
Schema theory, or the role of prior know- 
ledge in the derivation of inforrnation, is 
also dealt with in this chapter. 

Chapters 15 and 16 are concerned 
with a number of important issues in 
writing and reading. The forrner, clearly 
related to the presentation of information 
in chapter 13, is devoted to the writing 
process, the development of writing skills 
and the study of text quality. The latter 
cornments on research into the readabi- 
lity of a text and the processes of discourse 
cornprehension. 

The final chapter provides a frarne- 

work of the rnain concepts introduced in 
the book, as weil as information on rnajor 
research issues such as the discourse hnc- 
tions of syntactic forms and how to 
improve text quality. 

O n  the whole, Discourse Studies. An  
Introductory Textbook stands out as a piece 
of reference for anyone who is interested 
in or is currently working within the field 
of discourse studies. The book presup- 
poses no previous knowledge of discourse 
analysis. However, it provides an acces- 
sible and comprehensive description of 
the topics which, together with the list 
of suggested readings and the assignments 
at the end of each chapter, will serve both 
the student, and the trainee, and the 
practising language teacher as a stepping- 
stone to more specialized reading in scien- 
tific journals and handbooks. 

Ester Baiget i Bonany 
Departament d'Anglks i Lingüística 
Universitat de Lleida 
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