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Young workers- Win back your unions! 
Things will nevec be the same in 
this country regardless of the out-
come of the vote ou the latest 
miners contract. 

180,000 miners stood up to the 
Cárter govemment and defied the 
Taft-Hartley back-to-work order. 
An open deflance of US imperi-
alism in its heartland. 

A rnessage to the fighting work-
ing class and its youth around the 
world. 

The Cárter govemment made 
an embarrassed retreat in the 
face of this deflance when last 
week a federal judge refused to 
continué Taft-Hartley and de" 
clared that the govemment had 
failed to prove that there was a 
"national emergency." 

A slap in the face to Cárter and 
his "human rights. " Reflected in 
a resolution ofthe 16,000 member 
Dlstrict 6 of the UMW which de-
clared:"As miners, we are disa-
ppointed that the Cárter admin-
istration resorted to the use of 
this law. We believe ít"s a dis-
grace for him to use this law and 
at the same time piously claim 
to the wocld that he and his 
administration believe in "human 
rights. " 

But Cárter and the bosses are 
not finished with the miners. The 
latest sell-out contract offer 
represents a retreat on all Unes 
even from the miserable 1974 
contract. 

Full health benefits are not 

restored, ñor are full pensión 
rights. And on the issue of wild" 
cat sírikes the contract danger-
ously takes the issue out of the 
contract and places i t " IN THE 
HANDS OF THE GOVERNMENT, 
throudí compulsory arbitratien. 

In tfie hands of a govemment 
which ordered Taft-Hartley and 
which passed the S. 1437 bilí 
maklng wildcat strikes a federal 
crime, a FELONYI 

The only way they will succeed 
in forcing this contract down the 
throats of the miners is through 
starvation. But this "victory" will 
be short-lived. The miners will 
continué to fight for their rights 
with the support of the entire 
workíng class. 

Young workers" Che miners 
nave defined the terrain of the 
class struggle in the coming 
munths. THE FIGHT IS IN THE 
UNIONSI » 

The miners proved that the 
unions can be powerful weapons 
j'f the working class, weapons to 
iefend and win our rights. The 
niners ha ve shown that the 
truggle in the unions Is POLITI-
; A L " against the bosses, against 
he unión bureaucracy, against 
he Cárter govemment and FOR 
torkers rights, 

Your place is in the unions 
*hich were built by young wookei's 
nd which once belonged to young 
/orkers, They must become 

.ours once again! 

DEFEND THE PALESTINIAN REVOLUTION! 
Statement of the Secretariat, TO/USA 

On March 14th Israel! troops in-
vaded lebanon i i a bloodthirsty 
attempt to destroy the organized 
resUtance O? the oppressed Pal" 
estinian masses to this expan-
sionist, genocidal regime. 

Today Israel occupies a 15-
mile portlon of southera Lebanon 
with over 700 people dead and 
160,000 left homeless, their 
villages reduced to rubbls. The 
latest "ceasefire" means aothing-' 
the Zionüts intend to establish 
chemselves permanently as an 
occupying forcé in Lebanon. 

Meanwhile, the butcher Begtn 
i; meetiag lo Washington with 
Jimmy Cárter to organlze the 
collaboration of US imperiálkm 
with thi- attack. Labelled a 
"mass murderer" even by fellow 
Zionists for his responsibility in 
the slaughter of over 200 Arab 
women and children in 1948, 
Begii i5 proceeJlng w'.th thi; 
latest attempt to .crush the Pales-

•n resistance with the "ull 
juppott'of ti\e C.-.rter regine and 
t'.ie OS boin geoisie. 

THE NEW YORK TIMES called 

the massive retaliation "justified. 
In fact, the "revenge" ofthe 
Zlonins for the PLO act ofterror-
iim in Israel which killed 35 
Israelis is the "revenge" of mass 
murdet" ofthe Nftzf;, ofHIro-
snirna, of Mai Lai. 

But thi? "revenge" and "re­
taliation" L¡ just a coldly-calcu" 
lated lie to híds from the rest 
of the world that this Zionist re-
gime of Israel; illegal and op-
pressive by its very origln, can 
only exist through war and des-
iruc;ion, and above all through 
the eliminatiou of the Paléstin-
ian masses. 

This invasión of Lebanon has 
been planned for years. The 
Zionists have just been waiting 
for the proper moment-- ihe 
Sadat "peacti" inittative whose 
purpose was to isolate the Pales-
tinians, the desperation of the 
bankrupt poli.cies of the PLO 
leadershi? and the colliboration 
of. US Ímperialism and Stalinism 
in imposing the defeat <>f the 
figh,t.of the Palestiñians for self-/ 
decerminar'ion. 

The responsiblity for this attack 

does not lie with Israel alone. It 
is part and parcel of the entire 
policy of the world countercevolu-
don being otganized by t.nperlaL" 
ism and Stalinism to crush the 
most revolutionary sections of the 
working class and oppressed 
masses. The ZionÍ3ts are only 
their policeman. 

Our de íense of the PLO and the 
Palestinian masses is uncondi-
üonal. Our oooosition to the 
bankrupt policy of terrorism 
which only cuts the Palestinians 
off from a real flght to win the 
support of the Jewish and Arab 
workers in Israel in no way 
cha ages the need for the American 
working class to support the fight 
of the Palüfinians agv'nst Zionist 
oppres.ion and for their right of 
s ílf-dei •;> mi nation. 

There is anothei- reason why 
American workevs must defend the 
Palestinians. The attempt to ex­
termínate the Palsstinians, carried 
in the ñame of a campaign against 
the PLO is meant as a l&soa to the 
entire world working class. 

ít'ís the léssoñ of me ¿otirttéi -
revolution. This is how far im- March 22, 1978 

perialism, Stalinism and Its allies 
are preparad to go against all 
fighters fot the liberation of the 
working class and the oppressed. 
War and destructlon against all 
thoss who oppose this oíd order 
of oppression, racism and rnisery. 

THEY MUST NOT SUCCEED! 

It is up to the world working 
class and above all the workers in 
the US to defend the Palestinian 
revolution by organlzíng a flght 
against US Ímperialism-- dne 
enemy is not oolv in Tel Aviv--
THE ENEMY IS IN THE WHITE 
HOUSE! 

NO MILITARY AID TO ISRAEL! 

ISRAEL OUT OF LEBANON AND 
ALL OCCUP1ED TERRITORY! 
UNCONDITIONAL DEFKNSE OF 
THE PLO AND THE PALESTIN-
IANS! 

FOR A UNtTTO SOCIALRT t- :o-
ERA.TION OF THE MlDDLE EAST! 

It's about time. Since the 
upsurge ofthe workers in the 30^ 
and 40*s which built industrial 
unionism in the space of a decade 
the unions have been in rhp hands 
of a reactiouary trade unión bur­
eaucracy, slaves to the Democra" 
tlc Party and the capltalist state. 

It 's about time. These bureau-
crats have done their best to drive 
the youth out of the unions in 
order to keep the working class 
chained to the Democratic Party. 

You can change this. Now, 
The miners strike has proven this. 

The young workers in the fae­
tones today, who hate this 
system more than anyone else, 
can change this sltuation by win-
nlng the unions to the cause of the 
entire working class and the 
oppressed. By building a new, 
revolutionary leadership. 

Bytakingthe fight for Woikecs 
Democracy where the workers are 
organized EN MASS ' - in the 
unions, wheie they can leam the 
lessons of the preparation oí" the 
American revolution IN ACTION. 
The place to fight for POLITICS 
today is in the organizations built 
by tríe workevs themselves. 

Where all the false leaders of 
the working class can be CON" 
FRONTED and by winning the 
majority of workers to our side, 
they can be DEFEATED, once and 
for all in front of the workers. 

It's about time. The unions are 
where you can defeat the Demo­
cratic Party and its agents. 
Defeat the Stalinlsts and thelt 
policy of "peaceful coexistence* 
with capitalism. Defeat the 
pseudo-revolutionaries who every-
day covsr for the bureaucrats in 
the ñame of revolution. 

Where we can defeat the plans 
of the capitalists for their counter-
revolution. Where we can fight 
to smash S.1437 and the repressive 
plans of the bourgeolsie. 

Where we can prepare the 
revolution and build the party of 
the working class to lead it. 

Where the American section of 
the Fourth International is being 
built. 

Young workers-- the unions 
must become yours. To dtscuss 
and organlze this fight we urge 
you to attend the meeting of the 
Revolutionary Young Workers in 
Detroit on Sunday, April 2nd, to 
prepare the spring elections in the 
UAW. March 23, 1978 

INSIDE... 

FRENCH •* 
ELECTIONS 
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The Miners Strike 
and the Fight to Rebuild 
the US Section of the Fourth International 
By JON COHÉN 

The miners strike which has now 
lasted over 120 days symbolizes 
the new stage in the offensive of 
the American working class. Even 
if the latest contract offer is nar-
rowly accepted it will resolve 
nothing. 

The offensive will continué, but 
on a higher level beca use the 

: miners ha ve won a great deal with 
this strike, a victory not contaln-
ed in the printed pages of Miller*? 
latest sell-out. 

They have won confidence in 
their own forces as the only way 
to wage a fight against the coal 
bosses and a capitalist government, 
The mass picketing, the caravans, 
inass assemblies and armed self-
defense will reinain active in the 
mines far longer than any contract 
Arnold Míller signs. 

The "reform" leadershlp of 
Miller stands exposed ~ 18, 000 
signatures collected for his recall 
testify to the fact that a struggle 
has begun to throw out the reac-
tionary leadershlp which has been 
the principie obstacle to their 
fight for a decent contract and for 
their rlghts. 

Only 30 miners out of 180,000 
obeyed Cárter •» Taft-Hartley 
order-- the minen have shown 
the entire working class that THE 
ENEMY B W THE WHITE HOUSEI 

The hundreds of unión resolu-
tlons passed ln support of the 
miners, the food and monetary 
support, the mass meeting organ­
ized to discuss the minen strike 
were not just expresiions of "soli-
darity" with the minen but ex~ 
pressed the fact that all American 
workers saw the fight of the minen 
as their own, Something which 
the reactionary trade unión bur-
eaucracy and in supporten did 
their best to hide. 

The entire working class has 
won a great deal with this strike 
because they have learned IN 
ACTION the treachery of the bur-
eaucracy, the counterrevolution" 
ary plans of the capitalists and 
their state. Lessons have been 
learned for the MASSES óf Ameri­
can worken. 

But these lessons must become 
conscious, The fundamental 
fight of the workers for their 
rights against the fraud of "human 
rlghts" must have a leadershlp and 
organized expression. The work­
ing class needs its own PARTY to 
continué this struggle. A REVO-
LUTIONARY party. 

A new stage has been opened 
up ln the construction of this party 
in the US through the fight of the 
Trotskylst Organlzatlon to bring 
home the message of the miners 
strike andto draw the necessary 
conclusions for the young worken. 

In the meetlngs organized by 
the REVOLUTIONARY YOUNG 
WORKERS, who along with the TO 
areíjghting to bulld the Fourth 
Iirtérnatíona-l ín the US;' "The... 
Enemy is ln the Whlté H o a s e ^ . - • 
The Lessons'of the Miners Strike 
and the Road Forward" held ln the 
last weeks ln Detroit and Chica­

go, the RYW drew the lessons of 
the itxlners strike and concluded 
that the only way to take this 
fight forward was to engage the 
same fight ln all the unions--
for a new leadershlp and for the 
construction of the revolutionary 
party of the working class. 

As a young worker wrote in the 
last issue of INTERNATIONAL 
YOUNG GUARD, the paper of the 
Revolutionary Youth International 
concerning a dlscusslon with auto 
worken about the miners strike: 
"This taught me that people feel 
strongly about their political views 
and have important oplnlons about 
the miners strike, but SOMEONE 
has to make these views cons­
cious!" 

The meetlngs of the RYW con­
cluded that this SOMEONE could 
only be the fight of the RYW to 
bufld the Fourth International and 
could only take place by "taktng 
this struggle to the workers. " 

Thus, the minen strike had im-
medlate practical conclusions for 
the RYW. The clrcle of the RYW 
at Ford Rlver Rouge was consolí-
dated around a fight for a revolu­
tionary alternative ln the comlng 
elections. A clrcle at Ford Tor-
rence ln Chicago was founded and 
new workers. from hospitals, 
Chemical factories and Wayne 
State Univenity were associated 
to the RYW ln the coune of this 
struggle. • -

This new stage in constructlng 
our party must be carrled out to 
its immediate practical conclu­
sión-- the completion of ttie re­
bullding of the US Section of the 
Fourth International, world party 
of the soclalist revolution. 

We have always based ounelves 
on the offensive of the working 
class and in return, it has been 
during the perlods of working class 
offensive that the FI has ex-
perlenced in greatest advances. 

This was true with the first 
Tronkyisn of the Communist 
League of America which placed 
Tronkylsm on the map ln the US 
with their leadershlp of the Mln-
neapolls GENERAL STRIKE of 1934 
and their fight to throw out the 
reactionary leadershlp of the 
Teamsters unión. They formed 
the Workers Party in 1934 with 
militants who led the Toledo 
Auto-LÍte strike which was an 
important battle in building the 
UAW. 

Likewise, it was the revolu­
tionary opposltion of the Fourth 
International to World War II and 
to the no-strlke pledge supported 
by the Stallnlsts and bureaucrats 
which enabled the FI, then the 
Soclalist Workers Party, to play 
a major colé in the post-World 
War É offensive and to triple ln 
slze ln a single year. 

Our fight Is a fight to continué 
this tradltlon of the Fourth Inter­
national"- to base ourselves on 
the new offensive of the workers 
and to brlng to It the only posl-
tive sol.utlon" a revolutionary 
leadershipjí'program and party*'.: » 
To continué'.the ievólutionaxy 
fight of the FI'against the: trade ¡ • 
unión bureaucracy, Stalinism, 
and the capitalist state. 

To provide new leadership for 

the comlng struggles, 
But there is an obstacle to the 

completion oT this task. The 
Soclalist Workers Party (SWP), 
which once representad this fight 
abandoned the Fourth Internation­
al many years ago. Now they 
only speak in Its ñame in order 
to throw mud on Trotskyism. 

There Is nothing new In this. 
The hlstory of the workers move-
ment ln the US and around tne 
world Is full of organizatlons 
which once represented the revo­
lutionary fight of the workers, but 
undei the pressure of imperialism» 
of reaction. abandoned it. The 
construction of the party of the 
working class Is not a linear 
struggle. 

Above all, the SWP abandoned 
the FI by developlng a theory of 
the backwardness of the A merican 
working class, saying that it had 
lc«t in revolutionary potentiaL. 
We have constantly fought against 
this. 

The miners strike CONFTRMS 
everythlng we have been saying 
since our foundatlon threc yean 
ago and TOTALLY REJECTS every­
thlng the SWP has stood for since 
1963. 

In a cynical way the leadership 
of the SWP also realizas this. 
Now they must make a greater 
effort to hide their non-revolution" 
ary policy from their membershlp 
and the working class. 

This ts the essence of the con­
clusions of their latest National 
Committee meeting as reponed 
ln their paper, the MILITANT. 
"A New Stage in US politics- • 
SWP turns toward new oppottuni-
tles in industrial working class" 
reads their headline. 

The artlcle explalns the de-
clslons of the SWP leadenhlp re-
garding the fact that they see 
"greater anticapltallst sent«.ment 
and openness to soclalist ideas 
among American workers today 
than ever before-* Including the 
1930's" and wili now send a ma" 
jorlty of their members Into in­
dustry where "The ceater of 
American politics lies ln the In­
dustrial working class" and to 
try to develop an orlentatlon 
among "young worken." 

We will forget for a moinent 
that this Is the same organlzatlon 
that proposed the strategy of 
"red unlvecsltles" to launch the 
American revolution ln the earüy 
70's or which as recently as last 
year called the struggles of the 
working class "defensive" and 
"similar to theaarly defeats of 
the 1930's" and called American 
worken "cynical" and "a-politi-
cal ." 

Don't be fooled. If the SWP Is 
today maklng a physlcal tum to-
wards the trade unions It is only 
to glve a cover to in more and 
more rlght-wing policy of support 
to the trade unión bureaucracy. 
In ACTION, in recent months the 
SWP has become the foremost de-
fenders of the trade unión bur-
eaucraey iti the workers move" 

'..•mefit. •"''.". i . '"• •:••:•'.-, :< 'fS.i.i'j'r.f^ 
TRUTH has previouslyjho.wn. ., 1 •. 

how this has been expressed in the 
miners strike. How the SWP ñas 
conslstently defended the UMW 

bureaucracy by refusing to cali 
for rejection of the contcacts or 
defiance of Taft-Hartley. How 
they have given legitlrn*;y to 
the UMW bureaucracy by belng 
the foremost -organizers and shock 
troops for the "solidarity" meet-
Ings organized by Arnold Miller 
and the UAW and USW bureau­
crats around the coantry. 

How they.laid the basis for this 
last year by supporting Sadlowskl 
ln steel, who along with their 
favorlte bureaucrat in Chicago, 
Jim Balanoff Is now actlvely en-
gaged ln supporting Miriam Ba-
lanoff who is running for the 
Illinois legislature ln the. Demo-
cratic Party. As well, through 
their support to Harry Patrlck, of 
the UMW leadershlp who has now 
taken a $35,000 a year job in 
Jimmy Carter's ACTION CORPS, 
making him a mouthpiece for 
their "labor party." 

ln a mass meeting ln San Fran­
cisco, supporters of the SWP de-
nounced a Resolutlon of the Ex-
ecutlve Board of the Longshore-
men*s unión calllng for a one-
day support strike for the minees 
as "uttra-left" and joined forces 
with the reactionary bureaucrats 
(even the Communist Party ab-
stained) in voting down a resolu-
tiou for such a strike. 

Thii is the real "turn"-- to-
wards the trade unión bureaucracy. 

Perhaps miltann of the SWP do 
not yet agree with our cttticlsm. 
But how can you take this "ture" 
seriously without at least drawlng 
a balance sheet of the past fight 
of the SWP In "mass Industry?" 

How do you explaln what hap-
pened to Sadlowskl and Fight 
Back? Why did Harry Patrick so 
proudly grace tbe pages of y our 
paper only months ago? Why 
does your leadenhlp respond to the 
latest contract offer by saying: 
"Minen new contract offer?" 

Perhaps you think that a turn 
of your petty bourgeots leader­
shlp towards Industry Is "pro-
gresslve"— maybe you think 
you can "push them to the left" 
in this manner? 

But comrades, we have learned 
something about this klnd of "In-
dustriallzatlon" before, We par-
ticipated ln It ¡n the Shachtman-
ite International Soeíallsn ln the 
early 70's. 

We learned, as you will, that 
it ts not a physlcal question. The 
central questtoo is POLITICAL-" 
what policy for the unions, a re­
volutionary or centrist ooc? 

This question will be at the 
center of the fight of the TO and 
RYW ln the next months as we 
complete the rebullding of the FI 
in the US. Now more than ever 
this will be a fight to unmask the 
false policy of the SWP leader­
ship and to prove in action that it 
has nothing to do with Trotskyism 
and the Fourth International. 

We will complete the rebuilding 
of the FI by making its program a 
living reallty in the bastions of the 
proletaríat;'. Thé RYW will,be.thé 

- barometet'ofrhls fight'as'well as 
- our effortsJto A*lfl-tJié-best' <níll-''. 

tants of the SWP away from their 
petty bourgeois leadership. 

The Secretariat of the Trotsky-
ist Orgaalzatlo<i has launched our 
final efforts to realize the Congress 
of the Trotskylst Organlzation 
which will complete the rebuild­
ing of the US Section of the Fourth 
International. We cali all work­
ing class militante, especially 
militants of the RYW to join this 
fight with us and to hold this Con­
gress in September 1978, on the 
50th anniversary of the fbunding 
of American Trotskyism and the 
40th anniversary of the founda-
don of the Fourth International to 
express this renewal with Bolshe-
vism. 

We will be making more con­
crete plans for this Congress in 
the comlng months, to give ex­
pression to the fight of the RYW 
to RETURN TO LENIN ln the US 
as a mass organization of the 
working class youth i a the unions 
and to carry this fight into the 
ranks of the SWP. 

A publie Cali will be published 
in the coming months and as well 
we will begin a massive cam-
paign in May to expand and de­
velop TRUTH as the weipon of 
the rebuilding of the American 
section of the FI. 

Our fight to rebuild the FI ín the 
US has been a long struggle that 
Is nearing its conclusión. James 
?. Cannon, the founder of 
American Trotskyism and a leader 
of the Fourth International wrote 
these words in 1938 in an an ide 
entitled: "A New Party ls Formed" 
which expresses the fight we have 
led: 

"The reconstruction of the re" 
volutionary labor movement in the 
forra of a political party is not a 
simple process. In the midst of 
unprecedented difficulties, com-
plications and contradictlons the 
work goes anead, like all social 
movemenc, ln a zig~zag fashion. 
The new movement takes shape 
through a series of splits and 
fusions which must appear like a 
Chínese puzzle to the superficial 
observor. But how could it be 
otherwlse? The frightful disin-
legratlon of the oíd movements, 
on a background of world-wlde 
social upheaval, disoriented and 
scattered the revolutionary mi 11-
tanc ln all dtrections. They 
could not find their way together 
and draw the same basic conclu­
sions in a day. The new move­
ment is fraught with catastrophic 
reverses, forward leaps and dead-
ening psriods of seeming s'agna-
lion. But for all that, it is a 
movement, with an invincible 
historie motor forcé, and it 
moves along." 

The miners strike, the offen­
sive of the American and inter-
natlonal working class, and the 
urgeney of the construction of in 
party makes íhis "historie move­
ment" all the more important 
today. 
FORWARD TO THE REBUILDING 
OF THE AMERICAN SECTION OF 
THE FU. .. - • . , - ' - f.\ v • \\\\\ 
FORWARD.'TO THE'CONGRESO ;i -. 

-'OF THE••TROTSKYIST ORGAN-
1ZATION! 

March22, 1973 
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the hands of the worst enemiei of 
the youth "•" the capitalista and 
tne unión bureaucrats. 

'TheyVe completely wrong. 
We've KOt to plan todav for to-
morrow." 

"Politics Is really the differences 
between the classes all over the 
the world." 

And, in answer to the young 
worker's question about the R5TW: 
"Don't come on to me like that. 
Tell me. what do you KNOW 
about this organization?" 

The d'scussion brought out the 
importance of this fight today, j ts 
urgency in the face of the capital" 
ísts preparation of civil war 
against the workeu. 

"The workers' ideas are chauging 
slowly, but too slowly for the 
time<¡. " 

"The ruling da?s already knows 
what's going on. It US that must 
leam and get ocganized," 

THE UNIONS - KEV TO THE 
POLITICAL FIGHT 

Is turbulence." 
"1 thi.nk that the next contract 

figlit in auto will be a lot like that 
of the minan today, Aftei all, 
now that they've made a stand for 
their rights, it*ll be that much 
easiet for us to, Theiel l probably 
be heat walkouts again this sum-
mer if they do í't do something 
about that heat, too. " 

HOW MANY ARE YOU? 

It was in this context *" of the 
deepening class struggle - • that 
the problem o r how many workers 
were at the meetings W.IÍ takeu 
up. Although the innnbev of 
workers present was small, what 
was MOST important was the 
agrecment that was arcived at 
about che situation facing the 
workers and what to do about it. 

A comparatlvely small num-
ber of workers, organized, who 
wage a fight fói workers democ-
racy can make the difference be­
tween victocy and defeat in de-
monstration, walkout or strike. 

REVOLUTIONARY YOUNG WORKERS 
MEET IN DETROIT AND CHICAGO 

By FRED VÍTALE 
TÍie question, "What do you 
want me to do to build the Party?" 
raised by a young militant at the 
meeting of the RYW in Chicago 
geti to the heart of the CENTRAL 
lesson of the miners strike fór 
all US workers. 

The answer; "Take up a poll-
tical struggle among the young 
workers. Ralse the questiou: 
"Who should run this society, the 
working class or the capltalfct 
class?" wlth this political ofí'eii-
slve the workers can bulld thelr 
Party; with this Party the workers 
can deepen and broaden this 
;--olitical struggle until it encom-
passes the whole society. With 
this political struggle for Workers 
Democracy agíilnst Carter's "de-
mocracy, " they can win their 
OWN GOVERNMENT. " 

The meetings in Chicago and 
Detroit: "Trie Boemy U in the 
White House*»The Lessons of the 
Miners Strike and the Road For 
ward" on March 12 th and 19 th 
took up mariy of the problems that 
the young wo'kers face, above 
a'l in wagingthis political offen-
sive. 

Atteudíngthe meetings were 
autoworkers (militants of the RYW 
Circles at Ford Rouge and Ford 
Torrence in Chicago), members 
of the SSEIU Local #79, workers 
from BASF Wyandotte (a chemi-
cal plant in Detroit) unemployed 
«torteen, and members of the 
Trotskyist Organization. 

The opening cemarks by Jon 
Cohén in Detroit and David Hef-
íelf mger in Chicago for the Trot-
sky.iit Organization placed the 
minea strike in the coutext of 
the whole offensiveof the American 
working class for its rights against 
the capitalista, 

MINERS STRIKE 

The workers ln the course of the 
discussíon decided that the ONLY 
responss of the workers.to the im-
positionof Taft'Hartley by Cárter 
and the threatened setzure* of.the-1 
mines, as well as the sellout con-
¿ract, was to CONTINUÉ THE 
MINERS STRUGGLE. A resolutton 

was passed ln Detroit (see box). 
As lerome Tolbert from Rouge 

stamping plant who spoke for the 
RYW sald, "the unions glve thlngs 
to the miners but they aren'; 
raaktog any political flght. WeVe 
got to keep the government out of 
the workers unions!" 

One of the first problems young 
workers encountered in making 
this fight was the hostility of their 
fellow workers to "politics, " One 
young worker in Chicago when 
approached said, "are you with 
this ORGANIZATION?" 

Many young workers see being 
involved in politics as "uncool, " 
This stems from a legitímate and 
t.ioroughly understandable disgust 
with the present-day capitalist 
politicians. But the young workers 
at the meetings spoke out against 
this disgus* becaose it plays into 

The meetings affirmed that the 
unions were key to waging this 
political offensive for workers 
rights today because they are the 
only MASS organizations of the 
workers, The minen strike, com­
plete with Its mass caravana, 
armed picket squads is being or­
ganized through the TAKE OVER 
of the unión meetings by the 
young workers, By waging the 
ftgjit for workers rights in the 
uniíns, against the opportunists 
and bureaucrats all the problems 
of butlding the Party in the 
United States will be coufronted. 

And here too, the workers 
underscored the importance of 
the EXPLOSIVE SITUATION 
brewlng l i the unions. As one 
autoworker said "the unión 
appears calm today, but its only 

,on the sor face. Undemeath the re 

What's most important is to know 
that the goal for the working 
class is its own government, and 
that in order to reach it the work­
ers must build their own Party; 
a revolutionary leadership. 

And this questlon of leadership 
was particularly emphasized coo-
cerning the unions. How to wage 
the flght in the unions needs r.o 
be developed further by the RYW 
in the coming weeks and months. 
But already the political impor­
tance of leadership was seeu, 

For example, one worker rela" 
ted how an eutlre bus of workers 
on the way to work, starting with 
a few remarks by him, began a 
discusslon about the importance of 
the miners strike. As one worker 
in Chicago put it, "the workers 
need a leader ln the unions. They 
need someone they can trust. " 

The discusslon began to ex­
plore what would the unions look 
like if the young workers and not 
the bureaucrats and opportunists led 
íhem. 

"The whole point of a unión is 
getting the workers organizad. 
Once the workers are organized it 
is no problem getting a labor rela-
tions man out or a good commit-
teeman in. Men representing each 
department should go to the unión 
meeting, When they come back 
they should say what decisions 
were taken. "In order to stop 
these job eliminations, when the 
whistle blows, we all walk out! " 

"When all of us workers stop 
working at the same time, then 
where will the people with the 
power be?" 

The meeting in both cities took 
tire, decisión to wage a political 
fight in their unions, beginning 
with the miners strike, and the 
need to convene an Emergeucy 
Conventlon of the UAW to stop 
government intervention in the 
mines, to stop the layoffs. 

ADVANCE FOR WORKERS 

No meeting is ever perfect. 
The struggle against the oppor-
lunists, those who betcay the 
workers in the ñame of com-
munism and revolution or worse 
yet, in the ñame of the Fourth 
International, must be deepen-
ed and developed for they are 
the greatest obstacle to the con-
struction of the Party. As well, 
the fight in the unions nust take 
up the daily problems of over* 
time, hiring part timers to avoid 
the unión, harassment, racist 
slurs, e tc . , that the workers face 
every day. 

Neverthelew, the meetings 
mark an important stage in the 
development of the flght for the 
US Section of the Fourth Inter­
national, the Workers Party. The 
growth of the Revolutionary 
íouth International, in the heart 
of the US working class, the blg 
factories of the Midwtest is the 
best guarantee of the victory of 
the coming American revolution. 
March 22, 1973 

DOWN WITH STALINIST METHODS 
-On March ¡kd in Houston members 
of the Maoist Revolutionary Com-
munist Party (RCP) brutally a t -
¡.acked a meeting of the Houston 
Ad Hoc Commlttee to Support 
the Mineworkers Strike. The 
meeting was part of a national 
tour by UMW staff members Mlke 
Surdiss and Matt Miller. 

ln this attack several militants 
were severely injured, íicluding 
several members of the Socialist 
Workers Party, an organization 
which claims to represent the 
Fourth International. 

We conde nn this attack. Vio-
lence against working class or-
ganizations have no place in the 
workers movement. Those who 
use such methods must be drweu 
out of the workers movement. 

With thp Revolutionary Com-
munist Party is concetns the method 
and practice of Stalinism. Slnce 
its Inception the CAL(,!NG CARD 
of Stalinism has beca its use of 
violeace, slander and pólice 
provocation against other organ-
izations ln the workers movs" 
ment above all agtiinst the 
Fourth International. 

De,spite •íheir defeijse of-tihe 
Chínese bureanoracy and.taeir-. , : 
denunciatlon ai !*S.ovÍ3t taír - . • > • 
periallsm," the Maoists of the 
RCP are "with Stalin all the 
way " (as a leader of the RCP 

once told us) when It concenis 
hostility to working class methods 
of struggle and organization. 

They'are "wlth Stalin all the 
way" when It concems violeut 
hatted of the Fourth International. 

All hone-it working class mili­
tants must rejecc the practice of 
this organization and take up a 
fight against them wherever they 
appear, They are enemies of 
workers demociacy. 

The Trotskyist Organization 
and Revolutionary Young Wjrkers 
have had out own experiences with 
the RCP. ln particular, at Ford 
River Rouge in Detroit and with 
their organizar ion called "Time 
to Unite, " Several times mem­
bers of the TO and RYW haví 
been violeutly attacked by nill-
tants of " Time to Unite. " 

In September 197S over 30 
Rouge workers signed a statement 
coudraning an attac'x which oc-
curred duringa unión meeting in 
the Stamping plant. 

Unfortunately.theSWP, which 
claims to be against violence in 
the workers movement has re-
mained silent about all these a 
attackv.evea though theit oc: .-.• • 
ganization i i Detroit was informed-
of them,. ,Ia.faQt,-úi.May,, 1977.-
a supporter of the SWP at Ford 
River Rouge stood and watched i i 
silence as members of "Time to 

Unite " violenfly attacked two 
militants of the TO in front of the 
Local #600 unión hallj 

The SWP lias maLitained a total 
publlc silence abo ;r íhe Stalinist 
attacks of the French OC1 against 
our comrades, attacks which even 
put several militants of their 
fraternal organization in the hos­
pital, They have kept a tota* 
silence about the arrest, im-
prisoninent and torture of our 
comrades ín Spain. 

When it comes to the defense 
of revolutionaries the SWP is 
silent, Our unconditiona'' soli-
da;ity with its militants who hav» 
been attacked by Stalinist goons 
does not stop üs from calling 
the SWP leadeship by its right 
ñame—HYPOCRITES. 

One more thing. The leadership 
of the SWP ií taldng advantage of 
this Incident in order to label all 
those oppcsed to the UMW leader­
ship and seeking to take up a re­
volutionary struggle in the UMW as 
supporters of "violence" and being 
"anti-democratic." 

The violence and goon tactlcs 
of the RCP should not stop any 
worker'from seeing the.truth about 
the role the SWP has played' to the 
mine» strike^- thery are the LEFT -
COVER for the UMW bureaucracy. 

It is no accileut that not a sin­
gle issue of the MILITANT has 

uttered one word against the 
varlous UMW contraets, led any 
kind of flght against the Miller 
ieadeiNhip or made any revolu­
tionary proposals to the miners. 

At evevy moment, including 
through these "Volldarity" meet­
ings organized by the UMW bur­
eaucracy, they have sought to 
legitlmize and cover for the be-
trayals of the Miller leadership, 
Unde- the guise or "sollüa:uy 
and "letting the bureaucrats 
speak." 

A practice which should di;-
gust any honest míner or worker. 

But it will not be the Stalin­
ist violence of the RCP which will 
defeat these politics, bu the poli­
tical fight for the Program and 
polioy of the Fourth International. 

A political fight which should 
not stand in the way of a commou 
activity of our organizaríais to 
stop the violence of the RCP. We 
repeat our proposal, made many 
times before, that we are ready • 
.to unite wlth -trie SWP/. at- any;time' 
"in common defense of*their ót-
ganizatióTt and 'militants and re-
quest similar cooperation on thele 
part. 
March 22, 1978 
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THE FRENCH ELECTIONS» 
A NEW STAGE IN THE CLASS STRUGGLI 
Declaration of the Political Bureau of the Ligue Ouvriere Revoluti 

INTR0DUCT10N 

"France is safe. That was the 
message that emerged from jubi" 
lant government supporters M o n -
day aftec a stunning national 
elect ion victory that confirmed 
poli t ical modecation as the chotee 
of the French majority. " 

So wrote the DETROIT FREE 
FRESS on March 21, 1978 in an 
article entitled: "French voters 
send message: No radical changes 
wanted." 

But the huge signs of r e l i e í of" 
the US bourgeoisie and its l a c k -
eys over its suppoted "victory" in 
France wíll be very short-l ived. 
Behind chis "victory" lies the 
reality of the class struggle in 
France a reality which the lies of 
the bourgeoisie and i ts press will 
not be able t o hide for ve r / long. 

First of a l l , the faets t h e m -
selves. Behind the 91-»eat m a j o r ­
ity that the bourgeois coali t ion of 
Giscard-Barre-Chiac obtained in 
the National Assembly lies the 
reali ty of the popular vote in 
which the bourgeois coali t ion 
obtained 50. \T¡o of the vote to 
49.28Jlo for the Communist and 
Socialist Party. Thus , in a vote 
of 26 mill ion less than 400,000 
votes separated the "majority" 
from the left. 

Haidly a stunning victory. 
Hardly a "message" that " con ­
firmed poli t ical moderat iou" 
when 49.26% of the voters, by 
voting for the CotnmunÍ5ts and 
Socialists voted for a radica l 
change. 

This goes along with the fact 
that in the first round, 3 . 2% of 
the voters, over one mi l l ion , 
gave their votes t o candidates of 
the "ext reme left, " including 
500 votes to the two candidates -
of the Fourth Internat ional running 
on the Platform: "For the 
Workers-Peasants Government! 
For the Socialist United States of 
Europe!" These one mill ion 
voters explici t ly. pronounced 
themselves in favor of a revolu" 
t ionary leadership, expl ic i t ly r e " 
ject ing t he policy of class co l l a ­
boration of the Communist and 
Socialist Party leaderships. 

But the real i ty does not l i e in 
the voting statistíes a lone, In 
fact these elections have changed 
nothing fundamental in the class 
struggle in France. They have 
resolved nothing. 

The mobilization begun by the 
French working class in May-June 
1968 whose General Strike to over-
throw the Gaullist re gime was 

a new stage in the class struggle 
in France. The masses of workers 
and youth who voted for the C o m ­
munist and Socialist Parties or 
for. the candidates of the " e x ­
t reme lefí" voted for them in 
order to pursue a policy of class 
coafrontation with the bourgeoisie, 
in order to win their demands. In 
no way does their vote sígnify a 
support for the class col labora-
tionist policies of their leadership. 

Now the workers will take up 
the ílght ín the faetones, the 
schools, the streets to win their 
demands, held back for over fíve 
years by the treacherous leaders of 
the workers movement who told 
them "wait unti l the elections in 
1978. " The elections have r e ­
solved nothing. 

No. France is not "safe, " The 
results of the elections means only 
that the inevitable confrontation 
between the classes is rapidly a p -
proaching and that the task of r e -
newing the workers leadership and 
constructi ng the party of the 
French revolution, the Revolution" 
ary Workers Party, Section of the 
Fourth International is more urgent 
than ever . 

The campaign led by the Ligue 
Ouvriere Revolutionnaire in these 
elections and the results obtained 
were an important step in this 
task. 
J . C . 
March 21, 1978 

DECLARATION 

On the occasion of these leg is -
la t ive elections the l iving forces 
of the country— the men and 
womea workers-- signified :heir 
wish to finish with the bourgeois 
coalit ion in power of Giscard-
Barre-Chitac. By massively 
giving their votes t o the candi ­
dates and organizations of workers 
parties they manifested their 
readiness to engage themselves 
on the path of the socialist 
transformation of society, to 
ral ly together in open struggle 
agatost ALL exploiters. 

It also concetns a rejection of 
the policy of class collaboration, 
of the policy of the Union of the 
Left or the Union of the French 
People through which the leaders 
of the Socialist Party and the 
French Communist Party a t t e m t r 
t sd to l ink the workers and 
peasants to their capital is t ex" 

stopped only by the t reachery of t h e p i 0 i t e r s , t o the dying 5th Repub 
Communist Party, and which has 
continued for the last ten years, 
has not ended, ñor have any of 
the fundamental demands of the 
workers been me t . 

If the French Communist Party 
was forced to block the electoral 
victory of the Union of the Left by 
its break with the Socialist Party 
last fall i t was not because of its 
"sectarianism" as the pseudo-re" 
volutionary centrists c l a im . It 
was because it could provide no 
guarantees to the French bour­
geoisie or to its masters in the 
Kremlin thajt It could control the , 
French' workirig class if i t entered 
into a bourgeois goverrirhent with 
the Socialist Party. 

These elections will open up 

tion of the revolutionary objec-
tives of the Platform: "FOR THE 
SOCIALIST UNITED STATES OF 
EUROPE!" upon whicu oar cand i ­

dates were presented. It is for this (3 
reason that you voted for them, " yo 
choosíng them out of the many ye 
candidar.es of the "ext reme left" er 

l ie and its reactionary President 
in order t o save the bourgeois 
s ta te . From this point of view 
it is significant that the "left" 
radicáis and the "opposition" 
Gaullists, propelled by the leaders 
of the 'FCP and SP, only obtained 
from 1 to 2<y<j of the vote. The 
workers knew that they had nothing 
to gain from these representatíves 
of big capi ta l . They want the 
unity of their ranks against ALL the 
bourgeoisie. 

More than a mill ion men and 
woroen workers voted for the c a n ­
didates which were part pf the ex ­
t reme left, this despite the d e -
magogic campaign developed by 
the French Communist Party for 
the last six months to present i t -

J. L. LAURENT, CANDIDA TE OF THE 
LOR/F. 31st DISTRICT. PARÍS 

self as the only party of the d e -
feose of the workers interests. 
Composing the most ac t ive fraction 
of the working popülation, those 
who are fighting for the '-ocialist 
future of France, these men and 
women workers marked their deep 
di ¡trust vis-a-vis the policy of 
strict collaboration with the bour­
geoisie and the liquidation of 
struggles by the leaders of the 
FCP and SP. They exprassed their 
search for an otientation and revo­
lutionary leadership to impose, 
through struggle and mobil izat ion, 
the working class solutions to the 
crisis of the capitalist system. 
Thii is the principie lessons of the 
first round of voting, 

T o these workers we say: in the 
seco id round the priority is to d e -
feat a l l the candidates of the 
bourgeoisie, "left" radicáis and 
"opposition" Gaullists included, 
by giving your votes to the c a n ­
didates of the workers parties who 
got the most votes on the first 
round. 

To the 500 men and women 
workers who voted for our c a n d i -
dated in the 31st district in Paris 
(J. L. LA URENTE and in the 4th 
district of Oise (Moise ASSOU-
LINE) we say: everyone of your 
votes on the second round must go 
to the candidates of the FCP who 
arrived at the head of the list in 
the first round in these distriets. 

But the most important m i n e , 
in face of the preparations of the 
leaders of the FCP and SP to 
manage or to support the 5th 
Republic of the bourgeois s tate , 
whatever the result of the ;econd. 
round may .be , is to organizo 
yourselves into the miü tan t forcé 
in the farctories for the real iza -

( CONTINUED AT TOP) 

FREE SAMI ESMAIL-
Sami Esmail, a Michigan State 
University (MSU) student of Pales­
tinian descent and an American 
ci t izen was fingered to the Israeli 
authorities by the FBI when he 
rushed to Israel to see hi5 dying 
father in late December. 

As soon as his plañe íouched -
ground he was thrown into sol i -
tary confinernent and tortured by 
Israeli pólice; forced to sign three 
"confessions"* in languages he does 
not comprehend and was subse-
quently charged with membevship 
in an "enemy organization" (the 
Popular Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine) ancf "contact with 
foreign agents. " He now faces 
the possiblity of twenty five years 
in prison. 

The state of Israel is involved 
in an imperialist war to gain mas-
tery over the Palestinian and I s ­
raeli masses. They will not allow 
the POSSIBILITY of voicing po l i -
tics that support the enemy; the 
POSSIBLITY of incitLng its own 
fighters to treason; the POSSI* 
BtLITY its mili tary movements 
wil l become known to the enemy. 
They jailed Esmail because of 
these POSSBILITIES— to make 
an example of him in order to 
terrify the rebeí Palestínians and 
to terrify the Palestinian emigra" 
tion in tiie US. 

In thi5 they had the assistance 

of Carter 's " intel l igence c o m -
munity. " This Lnternational co l ­
laboration of the FBI with foreign 
agents agaLnst the leadership of the 
working and oppressed masses fore-
shadows the "reform" of the FBI 
and CÍA preposed to the US Con-
gr&ss. The new laws would further 
empower ?py agencies to act as 
international pol icemen, outside 
of any law or any control by the 
masses whatsoever. 

The FBI kept extensive files on 
Esmail and othec Palestinian m i l i ­
tants a t M S U , continually ha r -
assing them and int imidat ing them. 
They turned over information to 
the Israeli government In orde- to 
stifle the Palestinian movement in 
the US and in Israel, but basically 
to strengthen the hand of the 
counterrevolution. 

Of the 23,000 Arab students in 
the US, the majority l ive in 
Michigan , most l ive in the 
Detroit área, The largest Arab 
and Palestinian set t lement in 
the Western Hemisphere is in the 
shadow of the largest center of 
productioii in-the world, the 
Ford River Rouge faetones. The 
authorities watch this área closely. 

Arab and Palestinian autowork-
ers often belong or are sj-'mpath-
et ic to the Palestinian resistance 
organizations. They are an ex -
a e m e l y volati le and dynamic 
e lement among the autowotkers. 
Their presence and their ag i ta -
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í í It's not politicaL.just one 
By ANN NELSON 

"ft*s not p o l i t i c a l " It^s just one 
of those things. " This was the 
response of a leader of the Chicago 
branch of the Socialist Workers 
Party t o a former mil i tant oí the 
SWP who asked nim why the SWP 
was refusing to take a position in 
support of our campaign to free 
Soldier Santiago Alegría and for 
the lagalizat ion of the PORE, the 
Spanish Secrion of the Fourth 
International . 

Of course this statement is 
simply a disgraceful l i e . So dis­
graceful that the leadership of the 
SWP would not daré put this into 
writing either in their press or in 
response to our letter asking them 
to join tiiis campaign. 

But disgraceful enough to whis-
per in the ranks of the SWP and 
among its cióse supporters who 
have been Jemanding a response 
from the SWP to the repression 
against the Fourth International 
in Spain. The same answer has 
been giveu t o militants who have 
raised questíons about the si lence 
of the 5WP over. the assassination 
of a member of the Poli t ical C o m -
mit tee of the Workers League, Tom 
Henehan last winter which has been 

discussed in TRUTH. 
"Not pol i t ical , " " J a i one of tho 

those things. " Not much of a res­
ponse, but enough to créate doubt 
in the minds of militants of the 
SWP— inaybe the Fourth Inter­
national in Spain are "tetrorists" 
as the goveniment c l a ims?Maybe 
Santiago Alegría actually did 
steal the weapoos as the Spanish 
mil i tary clairns? 

This is the response of the lead­
ership of the SWP. T o secretly 
give support to the slanders of the 
bourgeoisie and the Stalinists 
against the Fourth International in 
Spain, T o secretly justify through 
insinuation and slander their r e -
fusal to defend revolutionaries 
against repression in Spain. 

It is hardly even worthwhile to 
answer these slanders. The pages 
of TRUTH, THE FOURTH INTER­
NATIONAL, and LA AURORA 
(the paper of the PORE), al l of 
which are av:iilable to the SWP. 
have well documented the POLI­
TICAL nature of this a t tack and 
the PROVOCA TION behind it . 

Tha t hundreds of workers in 
Spain, trade unjkió organizatioiis, 
assemblies of workers^ militants 
of almost evety single working 
class and radical organization Ln 
Spain have recogoized the po l i -
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LE 
itionaire 

(3 to 6!). The latter simply asked 
you to express, by voting for them, 
yout defiance vis-a" vis the lead-
ers of the FCP and the SP. We 

said; such a defiance is not 
enough, it is against the constant 
polícy of betrayal of chese leades 
that it is necessary to eagage the 
independen mobilization fot 
workers power, it is a new poli­
tical leadership of the working 
class that has to be built in this 
fight: the REVOLUTIONARY 
WORKERS PARTY of France. 

This is what we cali you to 
take up, fírst of all by massively 
participating La the meetings 
which the Ligue Ouvriere Revolu-
tiounaire will organize La Paris 
and Creil following the second 
round. Whatever the results, 
none of the problems which con-
front you — unemployment, in-
flation, repression — will be re­

solved. With the support of the 
leaders of the FCP and the SP the 
bourgeoisie will try to make you 
retreat from your demands and 
mobilization, at the same time 
that it is prepartng to crush you 
by forcé if necessary. 

The?e electloos will leave un-
resolved the principie problem, 
still present since the General 
Strike of May-June 1968 and the 
ten years of struggles which fol-
iowed it: the revolutiouary power 
of the workers and peasants. Only 
your mobilization a id r.his orienta-
tion can resolve it. 
March 13, 1978 
Political Sureau of the Ligue 
Ouvriere Revolutionnaire (French 
Section of the Fourth International) 

"SOCIALISM" MAKES 
THE COVER OF 
TIME MAGAZINE 

By MARGARET GUTTSHALL 

- FBI & ZIONISM HAND IN HAND 
tion is a constant source of ír-
ritation to imperialist interests 
in Detroit, a constant reminder 
to all the wocters their struggle 
is Lnternational, that imperial" 
ism itself is Lnternational; that 
the solutiou for working and op-
pressed masses must be intec-
national. 

Each manuever of the Israeli 
expansión and aggression has its 
irapact among the Arab and Pal-
eseinian autqworkers. Many took 
part in the mass march and de-
raonstratiou down the streets of 
Henry Ford's Dearbora, protesting 
Israeli policies and Fot the libera­
ción of Palestine; in proteo of 
imperialísm and the starvation 
of 10,000 Palestinian refugees. 
This was the summer of 1977 and 
the US government seeks to curb 
or appiy restraints to any further 
manífestations of militancy of 
Palestínians, It is not the FBI 
they seek to "restrain", the WM 
so-called "reform" laws notwith-
standing. 

Esmail's politics or even be-
longing to the Popular Front for 
the Liberatiou of Palestine is no 
crime in the US. What they 
want to make a crime is to be 
a political LEADER of the masses. 
Even under the bourgeois First 
Amendment citízens are allowed 
tile right of "free -peech" but the 
F8IS action against Esmail proves 
the Constitution provides no pro-

tection for individual rights as 
long as a FBI can exist. The only 
guarantee of rights Ls to desttoy 
the FBI which in fact means des-
troyLag the social order which 
spawns it, 

If we should lack more ex~ 
ampies of the falsity of bourgeois 
legalityi the Detroit City Couneil 
has supplied yeí another In 
February, they voted for a resolu-
tion asking the Cárter ad ministra -
tion to investígate Esmail's arrest 
and declared Israe!*s actions are 
"a de nial of fundamental and uni-
versally recognized human rights. " 
By March 9 they did an about face 
and voted to rescind the resolu­
ción because as a spokesman sai!, 
"We had calis from some pretty 
substantial people, • (Zionists and 
the llke.) Can Esmail deoe.id oa 
this spí.iel&isnevs for his freedom? 
Can we continué to afsert he has 
"free speech" rights as a citizen 
Of ti it necessary to take another 
co.u se of act ion? 

If the FBI Ls allowed lo get 
away with its action against Es-
amií in the intevests of collabora-
tion between impe ialists powers 
to suppress the revo'.t of the masses 
and beliead its leadership, it will 
streagthen their abüity to pass 
the new legislation for Criminal 
Code "Reform" wii'i its statutes 
allowing a millioa loopholes for 
secvet agents, for busiaes.s interests 
white applying gceater and greater 

restraints on the workers, their 
strikes, demonstrations, but above 
all their leadership. 

The fight we have launched 
among factory workers in the US 
to form Action Committees to dis-
mpt bourgeois plans to imite theLr 
counterrevolutionary agencies 
against the mass struggle of the 
workers must Lnclude a specific 
effort to FREE SAMI ESMAIL! 
Blocking thepolicyof the ruliag 
class in its focmative efforts means 
mass participation of all workLag 
class parties, organizations and 
unions to take mass action against 
their S. 1437 BU1 (or HR6968 as the 
House of Representatives versión 
goes) and their laws LEGALIZING 
what was done to Esmail. legiti-
mizing their FBI and CÍA. 

This struggle to smash 3,1437 a 
and the FBI must be taken to the 
workers and fougfit fot through 
the election of representatives 
of the workers, recallable ai 
anv time and answerable only to 
them. Rather thao. asse¿t the 
First Amendment, assert Workers 
Democracy, the mechanism of 
the freedom of the workers. These 
Action Committees must discuss 
Esmail and in ihe mobilization 
fight for his freedom. 
March 21, 1978 

BARBARA PUTNAM 

ie of those things" says SWP 
tical nature of this attack. That 

o finally, even the Spanish Social-
ist Party and the Spanish Com­
munist Party, through its Cata-
lonian sectons and through the 
"Socors Cátala" ( a coalition of 
working class parties in the Franco-
ist Cortes) have recognized the 
nature of this attack, have taken 
part in the Commission of Inv<;s-
tigation initiated by the PORE and 
have demanded the legalization 
of the PORE. 

All of this makss the slande.-s 
of the SWP leadership even more 
shameful. But also very predic-
table. 

They must at all cost hide the 
ex:'stence and the fight of our 
party in Spaia. To talk about 
Santiago Alegría and the PORE 
would íocce them to answer the 
inevitable que.tion: why are 
their comrades "legal" in Spain, 
while our comrades are in prison? 
. Saying "just one of those tiiiags" 
is easier than explaining that their 
policy Ls not revolutionary. In 
Spain, or in the United States, 

This is all liie more reason for 
rn'ilit3hts La the SWP and its sun-
porters in Chicago to continué the 
fight they have begun to break the 
oíficial silence and stop the slan-
ders of the SWP leadership. 

The work of the Commission of 
í.ivestigation into the provocation 
has continued in Spain. The third 
meeting of che Commission in Bar­
celona reported that the charge of 
ille gal association remains held 
by the pólice against Martin Pretel, 
Nuria Marti, Albert Marti, Toni 
Rius and Federico Lax. 

A repon was also given on the 
situation of Santiago Alegría. He 
remaLns held incommunicado, for-
bidden to even see his lavyer. He 
was brutally tortured for four days 
by the military pólice and it took 
several weeks for him to regain 
feeling in his hands. 

Presently, he is being interroga" 
ced ¡a the presence of a judge and 
ís not being tortured. The pólice 
have told him several times that 
he will be held as long as the wea-
pons have not yet been found. 
Which means that at any time they 
can ajain aecuse him of the rob-
bery of the weapoas from El Pañi, 
a charge which has been dropped. 

A ccording to the information 
that the Commission has received 
the imprisonment of Santiago 
Al«gria is illegal, even accoedíng 
to Spanish láw, since an official 
document of charges has never 
been signed or Dtesented 

All of this makes it even more 

important that the Commission of 
Investigaron continúes its work in 
exposing the provocation against 
our party in Spain and that workers 
and militante in the United States 
continué the mobüizatioo they 
have begun to FREE SOLDIER SAN-
TIAGO ALEGRL4! FOR THE LE­
GA LIZATDN OF THE PORE! 

CORRECTION 

In the last issue of TRUTH we re­
ported on the agreement made be" 
tween the PORE and the Spanish 
Communist Party in defense of 
Santiago Alegría and for the 
legalization of the PORE in the 
article "Spanish Communist Party 
Takes a Position. " But through 
a místate Ln translation we identi-
fied the "PSC" as the 
Spaniíh • Communist Party. In 
fact it i? the Catalonian section 
of the Spanish S ocialist Party. The 
"PSUC" is the Catalonian section 
of the Communist Party of Spain. 

Thus, both maior working ólass 
organizations in Catalonia, the 
Socialist Party and the Commun­
ist Party, entered into this agree­
ment with the PORE. 

The March 13th issue of TIME 
magazl íe carne out with a 
painting of block letters spelling 
out the word "Soclalism" on its 
cover. Inside waf a report; 
"SOCLALISM: TRL\LS AND 
ERRORS, An ideology that pro-
mises more than i* delivers. " 

The American bourgeoisie and 
its lackeys used to pride them-
selves on the American working 
and midd .e class'"lack of ínter-
e t̂ in politics." 

Now the closeness of the Euro-
pean revolution, the political 
awakening of the working masses, 
manifested in their respouse to the 
minees' strike, and the discontent 
of the middle classes is changing 
all that. The OLD stupidities and 
slanders about socialism no ionger 
suffice. 

So TIME, the most widely read 
news magazine Ln the country, has 
come out wLth something more 
"serious". With it, they hope to 
contribute to blocking the work­
ing class from charting its own 
course for political power. They 
hope to confuse the vanguard of 
the workLng class and organize 
the most backward elements 
against it. 

TIME"S STORY 

What does TIME say about 
socialism? 

First, it claims soclalism, al-
beit different brands of same, now 
exísts in 39% of the earth's terri-
tory and has a good chance of 
being brought into existence in 
some more through the electious 
of "socialists" to office in Spain, 
France, Italy, etc. 

It claims there are three brands 
of socialism: "Marxism-Leninism," 
"Social Democracy," and "Third 
World Socialism. " "Marxist" 
Leninists," TLME claims, are for 
class warfare, the dictatorship of 
the proletariat, and the construc­
ción of the party and preside over 
the L'SSR, Eastecn Europe, China 
and Cuba. "Social Democrats" 
are fot peaceful reform of capital-
ism into socialism and preside over 
overBritain, West Germany, Aus­
tria, etc. Under the heading 
"Third World Socialism," TIME 
includes every sort of ideology and 
government which is nationalistic 
and hostile to the US government. 

FLnally, TIME "assesses" how 
each of these brands of socialism 
measures up with respect to 
"economic development," 
"quality of Ufe," "liberty and 
freedom," and "equality and the 
élite. " It concludes that none 
of these brands of socialism 
measures up. That capitalism, 
which it equates with democracy, 
Jias proven itself better. 

The "Marxist-Leniníst brand" 
has brought, it says, astounding 
results with respect-to economic 
development and social services. 
But, it goes on, these are long-
lasting and have been achieved at 
che expense of political freedom 
and accompanied by the growth 
of a prívileged bureaucracy. 

The report is illustrated with^ 
a five-color "geo-political" map 
on which "Marxist-Leoioist," 
"Social-Democratic," "Third 
World Socialist, " and capitalist 
countries are each indicated with 

a different color. Countries are 
also rated on a political freedom 
scale from 1 to 100. The US gets 
100, Brazil, 42, Chüe, 17, the 
USSR, 8, and Angola, 0. 

THE TRUTH ABOUT SOCIALISM 

This map Ls only the most ob-
vious manifestation of TIMEV 
warped, false, perception of 
reality. 

First, socialism, a soclety in 
which the means of production are 
owned and controlled by working 
people, where production is 
planned and takes place in ac-
cordance with the needs of the 
masses, where everyoue contrib­
utes according to his ability, gets 
what he needs, and has freedom— 
in short a workers democracy" 
does not exist anywhere. 

The .working class led by the 
Bolshevik party (in Russia in 1917) 
seized power, took over industry 
and began central planning with 
the aim of building socialism. 
But its road was blocked by the 
growth of the Staliníst bureau­
cracy which, acting in the inter­
ests of imperialísm, opposed the 
continuation of the revolution to 
Europe. This further progress to-
wa-d socialism became impossible 
because it is not possible to suffi-
ciently raise the level of the pro-
ductive forces within the bordéis 
of one country. 

While the working class expro-
priated the capitalists in the 
USSR, Eastern Europe, etc. , it 
has not yet done away with the 
bureaucracy which blocks the 
road to socialism. One can't say 
countries in which there is stLU 
unemployment, shortages, and 
most importantly, no rights for 
the working class, are socialist. 
As for the rest of the countries 
TIME mentions with allegedly 
socialist leaderships"" Ncrway, 
Tanzania, etc. " che capi­
talists haven*t been touched. 

Second, there are not three 
brands of socialism. There is 
only one, that of the working 
class, the struggle for which has 
been led by its world party: the 
First, Second, Third. and Fourth 
Intemationals at the heads of 
which have been Marx, Engels, 
Lenin, and Trotsky. 

All the difficultles the workiug 
class has encountered in the con-
struction of socialism are entirely 
the result of the collaboration of 
those who claim to lead it with 
imperialísm. Faced with the 
choice of fighting imperialism to 
continué the revolution or im-
posing austerity on the masses, 
the oppoitunists choose the latter. 
The lack of political freedom in 
the USSR is not a consequence of 
the Ma-xlst fight for socialism, 
but the Staliníst collaboration 
with imperialism.-

It"s not possible to say the same 
for capitalism however, coutrary 
to the claims of TIME. How many 
more times will capitalists put 
fascist dictatorships in power befor< 
they admit that it, fascism, not 
bourgeois "democracy, " is the 
form of rule most appropriate to 
this bankrupt system,, 

( CONTINUED TO PAGE 7 ) 
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FROM THE WHITE PAPER 

DOCUMENT 3.3 
FOR THE MAINTENANCE 
OFTHE 
INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE 

ln t h e l a s t i s sue of TRUTH we p u b l i s h e d an exc&tpl 
from t h e WHITE P A P E R OF THE COMMISSION OF 
INQUIRY w h i c h i n v e s t í g a t e d t a e s l a n d e ¡ , of t h e 
F r e n c h OCI a g a i n s t M i c h e l Varga and t h e F o u r t h 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l . T h e e x c e i p t , " T h e H i ' t o r y of t h e 
A f f a i r , " r e v e a l e d t h e p o l i t i c a l n a t u r e of the 
o r i g i n s of t h i s c a m p a i g n of s l a n d e v ; a f ight a g a i n s t 
t h e l i q u i d a t i o n of t h e F o u r t h I n t e r n a t i o n a l p r o -
posed by t h e L a m b e r t - J u s t l e a d e r s h i p of t h e O C I . 

T h e d o c u m e n t p r e s e n t a d be l .ow, "Fo r t h e Mai .n-
t e n a n c e of t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o m m i t t e e " was t h e 
d o c u m e n t p c e s e n t e d by t h e R e v o l u t í o n a r y S o c i a l i s t 
L e a g u e of H u n g a r y to t h e P r e - C o n f e re n c e of t h e 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o m m i t t e e in P a r í s on Tune 2 0 , 1972, 
T h i s d o c u m e n t was p r e s e n t e d a g a i n s t t h e p r o p o s i -
t i o n of L a m b e r t - J u s t of t h e OCI t o l i q u í d a t e t h e 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o m m i t t e e w h i c h had m a i n t a i n e d t h e 
c o n t i n u i t y of t h e F o u r t h I n t e r n a t i o n a l s i n c e 1 9 5 3 . 

R e a d e r s m a y a s k - - w h a t does t h i s h a v e to do 
w i t h s l a n d e r i ? We a r e p r i n t i n g t h i s d o c u m e n t b e -
c a u s e p r e c i s e l y t h e m o t l v a t i o n b e h i n d t h e s l a n d e r s 
and b e h i n d a l t t h o s e wh o h a v e t a k e n t h e m up ¡>ince 
t h e n Is t o h i d e t h e p o l i t i c a l n a t u r e of t h e f i g h t 
of t h e F o u r t h I n t e r n a t i o n a l and t h e f i g h t of t h o s e 
w h o f o u g h t t o m a i n t a i n i t s c o n t i n u i t y . 

By f o c u s i n g ou t h e s l i n d e r , a l l t h e c e n t r i s t o r ­
g a n i z a t i o n s wis ' i t o c o v e r up. our p o l i t i c a l f i g h t 
a n d e s p e c i a l l y wish t o c o v e r up t h e e x i s t e n c e and 
t h e f i g h t of t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o m m i t t e e from 1953 
t o 1 9 7 2 , a f i g h t w h i c h s t a n d s in d i r e c t o p p o s i t i o n 
t o a l l The u n p r i n c i p l e d m a n e u v e r s t a k i n g p l a c e 
t h r o u g h o u t t h e w o r i d t o r e g r o u p a l l t h e c e u t r i s t s 
who f a l s e l y c l a i m t h e b a n n e r of t h e F o u r t h I n t e r ­
n a t i o n a l . 

I t h e l p s t o p r o v e t h e p o i n t t h a t we h a v e b e e n 
m a k i n g s i n c e t h e s l a n d e r s b e g a n - - t h a t t h e r e v o -
i u t i o n a r y p o l i c y of t h e F o u r t h I n t e r n a t i o n a l is t h e 
b e s t d e f e n s e and w e a p o n a j a i n s t S t a l i o i s t . s l a n d e r . 
M a r c h 2 1 , 1978 

ent positions as to the characteri-
zation and balance sheet of the 
IC. 

On the one hand no one p r o p o s e ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
to revise the Resolution of the class. Therefore no one had the 
Third International Conference of intention of giving this meaning 
1966, according to which "the con- to the "center. " But from the 
tinuity of the 4th International was banal statement that the 4th In" 

sky did not imagine either that the those of the U.Sec were marks of 
4th International already led or a process of degenecation and de-
instantly would lead importan! composition, bringing of course, 
secton of the ínternational working here and there, some small signs 

of a certain clarification. The 
neutral characterization of the 

preserved by the action of the In­
ternational Committee." For this 
reason, the present document 
writes for example that: "The 
action of the IC allowed for saving 
the continuity. " (Page 3). 

But on the other hand this same 
document insists in several places 
on the fact that "The betrayal nf 
the Program of the 4th Internationr 
al by Pabloism does not signify the 
failure of the Program." (P. 3) 
We must remarle even if we must 
constantly reaffirm the validity of 
the Program and defend it, we 
must also realize that no Marxist 
program has failed, beginning 
with the COMMUNBT MANI­
FESTÓ. That which has been 
made clear ín the history of the 
struggle of the proletariat fór its 
emancipation is that the question 
of the program is at the same time 
the question of its organízational 
incarnation. It is the 4th Inter­
national, proclaimed in 1938, and ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
since 1953, the International Com- and foc example, in the phrase 
mittee, which has continued it. cited above, it establishes a 
The insistence on the non-failure sort of equality between the U. 
of the Program suggests the failure Sec. and the IC on the basis of 
of its organízational incarnation, 

ternational is not yet the leading 
center of the ínternational workers 
movement to renouncing the need 
to maintain an Ínternational cen­
ter of the Trotskyist fraction is a 
big step which we cannot and do 
not wish to take. Among the ar-
guments advanced against a "cen­
ter* there is this other statement, 
as evident as the preceding one, 
that Pablosim destroyed ínter­
national democratic centralism 
and consequently, there is no 
question for the moment, of a 
center. It is exact to say that 
Pablosim destroyed democratic 
centralism. The International 
Committee made íihis clear la 
the Resolution already cited. It 
is none the less trae that it was, 
however, a center? Therefore, 
why abandon it? 

For ín order to prove that the 
IC was not a center the docu­
ment is forced to go even further 

(Document of the Revolutionary 
Socialist League of Hungary) 
Paris, June 20, 1972 

At the Third International Con­
ference of the International Com­
mittee in 1966 we unanimously 
voted a Resolution which affirmed: 

"The historie continuity of the 
4th International, was main-
tained since 1953 by the fight led 
by the Trotskyist organizations 
gathered ln the International Com­
mittee. 

Consequently, the International 
Conference proclaims that the 
continuity of the 4th International 
was preserved by the action of the 
International Committee." 

This resolution added: 
"At the present stage, the de-

cisions of the IC can only be taken 
by unanimous decisión. The IC 
does not proclaim at this stage to 
be the centralized leadership of 
the 4th International that stlll has 
to be rebuilt." 

We do not see any reason to 
change this Resolution. 

For the document entitled "The 
tasks of the rebuildina of the 4th 
International" (International Cor-
respondence, No. 4-5) proposes 
to abandon the International Com­
mittee for an Organizing Commit­
tee. It says: "Such a proposition 
flows from the entire analysis pre­
sented in this repbrt. " But' un" 
happily, in no way does this flow 
from it. 

CONCERMNGSOME APPRECIA" 
TIONS OF HISTORY 

Before taking up this problem we 
must immediately underline; we 
are not taí.king about ñames, ñor 
epithets. Ñor are we in love with 
forms. To believe this would 
avoid posing the real problems. 
The discussion on the ñame of the 
ínternational or gañís m is not for-
malist, it reveáis the history of 
the 4th International, more par-
tic ularly, the last twenty years, 
with its content the nature of the 
organism which continúes its fight. 

And in fact the document affirms 
that: "The continuity was assured 
by the Trotskyist organizations . . 
(p. 3) - - and this ís where there is 
an ambiguity for the question is 
posed; Trotskyist organizations in 
general, or concretely, the In­
ternational Committee? 

Of course, the ínternational 

an afñrmation that they lead 
nothing. This is false! 

The attempt to destroy the 4th 
International and the fight against 
this revisionism and liquidation is 
n a a "nothing" and these struggles 
were very much led. This is the 
essence of the history of the 4th 
International incarnated by the IC. 
There cannot be any kind of 

proletariat can have, and did have, equality between these two dia­
some moments when the Marxist 
continuity was assured without an 
ínternational center, by organiza­
tions or even by a single organiza-
tion. 

But in 1938 the Fourth ínter" 
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ national was proclaimed and since 
''Thus, it direcEly touches the prob- 1953 it continued its work through 
lem of the Ínternational Trotsky­
ist fraction of TODAY. 

For the propositioQ to really 
flow from the analysis which is 
presented it would be necessary 
to concretely chatacterize the 

and in the International Commit­
tee, as the Resolution already 
cited affirmed. 

For this essential reason we can­
not accept this ambiguity in rela-
tion to the International Com-

International Committee as having mittee. It logically leads the 
failed. Such a characterization 
would demand the balance sheet 
of the entire IC, leading to such 
a negative judgement. This is 
impossible. 

For the proposition to abandon 
the International Committee in-
evítably Jemands that despite 
everything, the analysis itself 
must try this impossiblity. The 
result is an ambiguity, even a 
contradictíon between two differ-

document to several very danger-
oas statements, full of grave con-
sequence^. It says for example 
;p. 20) that: "it is not a question 
of proclaiming an ínternational 
leading center (SI or IC) which, as 
the experíence of the U. Sec and 
the iC has proven, leads nothing. " 

Of course it is not necessary to 
proclaim it: this proclamation 
was already dpne in 193$, By 
realizing this historie act, Trotw ' 

metrically opposed centers, yes, 
as CENTERS, and opposed in a 
fight whose stake is the 4th Inter­
national. 

We do not wish to subscribe to 
this neutral comparison. It leads 
the document to develop even 
further: "The crisis of the 4th 
International . . . did not stop 
deepening after 1950-53, as much 
in the organizations belonging to 
the U. Sec. as in those which con-
stituted the International Com­
mittee. " (P. 20). 

Here the ambiguity In relation 
to the International Committee 
becomes something more. It is 
transformed almost imperceptibly 
into a negative judgement of the 
IC, placing it on the same level 
as the U. Sec. 

First of all, the crisis in the IC 
and in the U.Sec are not of the 
same nature. All the crises of 
the IC were crises of growth, 
moments of clarification and 
strengthenfaíg.' On the contráry. 

"crisis" hides this fundamental 
opposition of development. 

Following this it replaces the 
contradictory history of the IC 
with a too-unilateral evolution 
towards a degeneration which thus 
appears inevitable. It serves to 
support the unclearly formulated 
thesis according to which only 
the Program has not failed and 
that the continuity was not 
assured by organizations. 

The history of the IC, as with 
all history, was contradictory. 
But its essence was, opposed to 
that of the U. Sec . , the fight to 
maintain and ALSO for the de­
velopment of the continuity of 
the 4th International. In the 
oral discussions of these problems 
certain comrades raised the argu-
ment that in 1953 already the IC 
was founded on an une lea r basis 
resulting from different concep-
cions, even opposed :n the found-
ing organizations. Certainly 
there were unclarities. But the 
proposed document itself writes: 
"The break in 1953 of the S WP 
with the SI (International Secre" 
tariat— trans.), as well as that 
of the SLL and the Chínese repre-
sentatives in the 31, who, with 
the OCI were to constitute the In­
ternational Committee, demon-
strates that the organizations 
founded on the basis of the Pro­
gram of the Fourth International 
belonging to the United Secre-
tariat could develop the resis-
tance to Pabloism." 
1 This ís not exactly simply un-

clarity! With all the possible un­
clarities at this time, and inevit­
able at the time, the foundation 
of the IC was therefore equal to 

the resistance to Pabloism and 
this is the essential point, for it 
was the translation (of course 
very imperfect) of an effort for the 
continuity of the 4th International, 

Even more, the IC is not just 
identical with its foundation. 
From this point of view its history 
is nothing but the contradictory de­
velopment to affirm this continuity 
and trying to surmont all the un­
clarities. On this road the IC 
made important steps forward, 
materialized by the growth and re-
inforcement of the groups which 
belonged to it or which joined 
its combat, That it has not .. 
finished its work? Of course. This 
is one more reason to not cióse its 
history. Even for the development 
of the OCI, the motor forcé of the 
IC, this was necessary. In its 
letter kd'íressed ta the SLl„ Sép-

SUPPORT THE PUBLICATION OF THE WHITE 



tembet, 1970, the CC (Central 
Commit tee" trans.) of the OCI 
wrote: 

" . . . the existence of the IC and 
the continuity of the 4th Inter­
national that it assumed were in­
dispensable to the rebuilding of 
our section, the Frenen Sectíon 
and ::emain indispensable to our 
construction, as to the construc-
tion of all section* of the Inter­
national. It is a section of the 
4th International, because by be-
longing to the IC, by accom-
plishing its task in function of its 
material and political means that 
the OCI is built and continúes its 
construction. It concirns the 
very substance of Trotskyism. " 
(LA VERTTE, #556, p. 148). 

The one-sidedly negative view 
of the crises transforms the con­
crete history of the IC into a 
series of defeats. Thus, the im-
portant stage in its development, 
in 1963, is presently oae-sidedly 
as only that of the break of the 
SWP and the entry of the Hun-
garlan Revolutionary Socialist 
League should mean something 
foc the IC in relation to the un-
clarities in 1953 and also in rela­
tion to its development, In any 
case it is ímpossible for us to ac-
cept that in seeking the 4th In­
ternational (its continuity) we 
were mistaken and only entered 
into unclarities. 

For the last twenty years the 
4th International was the Inter­
national Committee, as it really 
was. Its history is the real and 
not imaginary or broken history 
of the 4th International. 

THE RECENT CRISIS OF THE IC 

It was an ocganic part of the 
history of the IC, which ALSO 
proceeds. through crises. Even if 
the break with the IC operated by 
the SLL and followed by several 
groups is certainly not just any 
crisis. However, it does not de­
termine the fact of the Inter­
national Committee. 

We have not accepted the legi-
timacy of this break (see the dif-
ferent documeuts wiitten and 
voted on this subject, slnce the 
act of the SLL) even If the SLL 
maintains its attitude. By this 
fact nelther the International Com­
mittee not the SLL have changed 
their nature. If the SLL puts ouT 
labels of all types (centrlst, etc.) 
regarding the IC and its organlza-
tions, lt ls not a reason to follow 
It on this irresponsible path, We 
therefore continué to not justify 
this break that we correctly ex-
plaln as a flíght from ciarification 
to the end. It follows that the IC 
is not dead, as the convocatlon 
of the Second Session of its Pre-
Conference as well as the invita-
tion addressed to ALL members of 
the IC testifies. Nothing major 
has occured since the break which 
would annul for example the De-
claration signed by comradss Lam-
beft, Lora and Nagy afflrming the 
necessity to continué the IC. 

On the contrary we cannot 
avoid continuing the International 
Committee whose history is far 
from over. Thus, it is not exact 
to say that; "At the ptesent time, 
. . the ground is swep: away. " 
(p. 20) . Unhappily, it is not 
possible for us to thus label the 
pcesent situation. If the terrain 
was already swept away nothing 
would prevent us from realizing, 
for example, international de-
mocraüc centcalism. For every-
one knows very well that this is 
not the case, 

The receut crisis of the IC 
cannot jbecharapterized in, iVSs . 
way, sjíggesting'that it'wás oniy,.,., 

a gain, as well that, inversely, 
the history of the IC cannot be 
one-sidedly described as one of 
lases. We want to avoid givlng 
the dangerous impression that the 
history of the 4th International 
only lasted until 1953 and, after 
a long sleep, lt only begins now. 
The terrain Is, on the contrary, 
full of ambushes that we cannot 
avoid by renounctng the Inter­
national Committee. TheSLL 
Is not the only organlzatlon, the 
only group having enormous 
difficultles to surmount in rela­
tion to the rebuilding of the 4th 
International and its problems. 
Far from it. And precisely be-
cause the terrain is not swept 
away we need all the acquisi-
tions of the history of the 4th 
International. For the funda­
mental acquisition at this time 
is the IC with its history. The 
moment for passíng to another 
form has not come, even though 
one day it will. It is beginning 
with THIS GAIN that we can and 
must advance to finish the ne* 
cessary sweeping !br the rebuild­
ing of the 4th International. 

CONCLUSIONS (Merhod and 
Program) 

But wüy the pcopositlon for an 
Organizing Committee in place 
of the IC? The effocts of the 
documeuts to justify this propobi-
tion In relation to the history of 
the IC are not convincing, and 
this Is the least one can say. As 
to the recent crisis of the Inter­
national Committee, it not only 
does not justify such a proposición, 
but on the contrary, it demands--
wlth all the implications— the 
maintenaace of the IC. The ar-
gument that was brought up ln the 
dlscusslon by the SLL and com-
pany ovar the sterlle questlon of 
who had the majorlty does not 
stand. We do not dlscuss rubblsb, 

There remains a single motive. 
To assure the greatest openess to 
the rebuilding of the 4th Inter­
national. This Is our comrnon 
wish, We are all agreed to see 
this historie task anchored ln the 
workers movement and to asso-
clate. the militante and cadres 
who are breaklng with Stalinism, 
the reformiíts, Pabloism, Cas-
trolsm and with othec torms of 
ideolosry and enemy organlza-
tlons. Our struggle andex-
periences in and towards Eastern 
Europe sufficlently pcoves that 
this ls our method. 

But precisely to realize such an 
assoclatlon we need, more thart 
ever, the strengthening of the In­
ternational Trotskyist fractlon, Its 
open and clear deílnitlon, in-
cluding its organizatlonal form, 
even and Including in relation to 
all those who we wish to wock 
with us in rebuilding the 4th In­
ternational. This need has also 
been verlfied sevecal times by our 
experiences and struggle towards 
Eastern Europe. The develop­
ment of the class struggle in this 
period in which we are heading 
towards glgantic confrontations 
between the classes whose stake 
is power, implying the shattering 
of organizatlons, forces us to re-
inforce even more our Internation­
al fractlon. It is not by chance 
that the second document "on the 
International Situation" insists on 
the necessity to reinforce the In­
ternational Committee. We are 
not in agreement with the proposi" 
tion made by a comrade during the 
discussion to rewrite at least the 
6th Chapter of this document. We 
think, on the contrary, that our 
position,.for th£ maúitenance.of . . , 
the IC.isün 4gr¿ernent with.theT,_.'-,•» 

political analysis presented by this 
document. 

We seriously fear that this form 
of Organizing Committee carnes 
the rlsk of "softening, " that is, 
díssolvíng the international Trot­
skyist fractíon. That this Com­
mittee would be the organiza-
tíonal form offered to all those 
who declare themselves loyal to 
the Program and who we wish to 
associate to us. But everyone says 
they are loyal to the Program. 
Precisely for this reason we need a 
defínition. And it is here that all 
the acqjidtions of the IC take on 
their importance, expressed by its 
ñame. The gains which we con-
sider the most important are un-
denlably the combat led by the IC 
for the clarification and for the 
application of the basis itself of 
the Program: the independence of 
the proletariat. The ñame of the 
IC is linked to this coutent, dear 
to as, even If the SLL had and has 
somte antl-Marxist positions on the 
"Arab revolution," on Ho Chi 
Minh, etc. But the SLL is not the 
International Committee] 

Certainly the recent crisis has 
created a new situation which we 
must take under consideratlon. 
But not only the crisis; the de­
velopment of the actlvlty of the 
IC as well. There is no toubt 
that many groups and organizar 
tions, thanks to the activity of 
the IC, have proven their 
maturity for becomlng members 
of the International Committee. 
There ls therefore a real possi-
billty and at the same time a 
necessity to strengthen the IC 
through the entry of these groups 
and organizatlons. To do this ls 
not only useless to invent a new 
organizatlonal form, but daager-
ours, for it inevltably suggests to 
them the rejection of the con­
tinuity. 

ln fact there ls a need for 
changes. Othec than its reinforee-
ment, the IC can and should also 
change its ñame into an Inter­
national Committee FOR the Re­
building of the 4th International. 
But these changes which express 
exactly the stage we are in by 
translating a certaln development, 
in no way justifles this organiza­
tlonal resolutlon which ls pro-
posed to us. 

It therefore seems that the 
propositions toabandon the IC is 
motivated by the legitímate wish: 
through what organizatlonal focm 
should we associate all the groups, 
organizatlons and milltants who 
clalm the Program to the rebuild­
ing of the 4th International? It ls 
therefore the method which ls at 
questlon. 

In the histocy of the workers 
movement the method to best 
associate and edúcate worker 
milltants and their Independent 
organizatlons to the International 
preoccupled Marx, Engels, Lenln, 
and Trotsky. We know their 
method and wish to apply lt. But 
the organized focm of the inter­
national Marxist fractiou was 
never at stake in this method. No 
method can determine by itself 
the organizatlonal form of the 
Marxirt fraction: not at the 
natlonal level and STILL LESS on 
the international level. It is 
above all and principally deter-
mined by the Program INCAR-
NATED by the precise history of 
the latter. It is only beginning 
from this that we can define and 
apply a method. In orher words, 
WHO applie^ a merhod, and fot 
what? 

We are not agai'jst an Organ­
izing Committee regrouping the 
groups,,,01'ganizations, milüants 
who., ori trie' basis p,f ,the Prog^rn, 

are engaged in the rebuilding of 
the 4th International. However, 
on the condition that within this 
regroupment (the ñame hardly 
matters) we ñtmly mainfein the 
International Committee, reta* 
íorced by other groups and oc-
ganizations and Tjy maklng its 
ñame precise. 

We think that these measures 
conform to the situation and to 
our tasks, measures which can 
and should be taken by the 
Second Session of the Pre-Con-
ference, 

(The International Pre-Con-
ference was held from July 1-4, 
1972). The OCI proposed the 
díssolution of the International 
Committee and its replacement 
by the Organizing Committee in 
a resolution which was adopted. 
The RSL of Hungary submitted 
to a vote a counter-resolution, 
which was defeated,) 

CORRECTION 

In the last article, "The History 
of the Affair" it stated that the 
Faction, "For the Malntenance 
and Developmeut of the Inter­
national Committee" was cons-
tituted in January 1974. Thi¡ was| 
La ere or. The correct date was 
January 1973. 
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TIME would like to push Chile 
under the rug. They hope no one 
will remember they supported the 
coup. 

Why does TIME make these 
mistakes concemlng socialsim? 
Are its reportéis badly educated or 
miünformed? 

No. 
By denying the significance of 

the international socialist cevolu" 
tion, by denying the profound 
change this must mean foc the 
workers and oppressed masses, by 
claimlng that soctalitm already 
exlsts ln 3970 of the globe, they 
hope to gtve the workers the Im­
pression that should they choose 
the road of soclalism they will 
have no cholee but to settle for 
the dlsmal results of the Stallntsts 
Social Democrats, and Third 
World Sociallsts efforts. 

By denying the exlstence of the 
Fourth International, the world 
party of the worklng class, and 
identlfylng soclalism with the 
three brands of mlsleaders, they 
hope to convlnce the workers 
that should they take the road of 
soclalism they will have to do so 
wlthout a leadershlp they can 
trust. 

And flnally by completely 
falslfytng the records of sociallsm, 
of workers democcacy and capl" 
taltsm, bourgeois democracy, 
they hope to convlnce the workers 
not to take the -ocialist road at 
all, but to settle for what they've 
got now. Meanwhlle, the bour-
geolsie ls preparlng guns with 
which to settle all these questions 
regardless of what the workers 
think. 

Today, TIME llke-i to preseut 
all these questions llke they*re up 
for discussion among reasonable 
men. Tomorcow, they will be 
trying to trobllize the most back-
ward to crusli the working class 
with their lies. 

An uncompromlstng struggle 
against Imperialism, Stalinism, 
and all their lies is necessary to 
achleve soclalism, ln 57o, 10?J 
and 100% of the world. 
March 22, 1978 
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THE WORKERS NEED 
A REVOLUTIONARY PRESS 

THE MINERS STRIKE PROVES IT 

By ANN NELSON 
Siace 1900 over 100,000 miners 
have lost their Uves in the 
mines. Ovet one million have 
been permanently disabled and 
4,000 dis each year of black 
lung disease. The wealth and 
power of the utility and mine 
owners is responsible for the 
lives of those miners. 

Since December 6, 1977, 
ovet 180,000 soft coal miners 
have been on strike. The sttike 
has gone further to question the 
right of the coal bosses to demand 
blood for profits, to challenge 
the bureaucratic leadership of the 
unlons and to organize the miners 
themselves independently than 
any other strike of the American 
workers since the 1930's. 

What has taken the miners as 
far as they have gone is a poli" 
tical understanding that to stop 
the deaths in the mines they need 
the right to strike. The miners 
have gathered 13,000 signaturas 
for the recall of Arnold Miller, 
United Mine Workers prenderte, 
have organized their own defense 
guards and have demonstrated in 
Washington. They have rejected 
one «ell-out contract, and may 
teject another. 

TRUTH was able to say in ad-
vance of the miners strike, that 
the struggle. of the miners would 
be a decisive one. Throughout 
the strike TRUTH has drawn out 
the political questions posed by 
the miners strike. As well, 
TRUTH has fought to carry the 
fight of the miners into the auto 
factories, by calling for an Emer-
geney Convention of the UAW to 
decide how to support the miners 
and how to fight the threatened 
layoffs in auto. 

TRUTH has not just made pro-
posals on how to carry on the 
struggle, and how to win it, but 
it has constantly said what the 
political questions are. Above 
all, the necessity fot a new lead­
ership in the unions, a revolu-
donary leadership. TRUTH has 
called for a conscious struggle 
against the US govemment and its 
threat of seizure of the mines with 
federal troops. 

TRUTH has fought against 
those who have become nothing 
more than a cheering section for 
the UMW bureaucracy like the 
Socialist Workers Party through 
its newspaper THE MILITANT as 
well as the American Commun-
ist Party, which in the DAILY 
WORLD calis anyone who criti" 
cizes the Miller leadership an 
agent of the coal bosses. 

IS THE BOURGEOIS PRESS 
OBJECTIVE ti­

la school workers learn that 
the newspapers in thi? couutcy are 
"objective" and that the Bill of 
Rights guarantees freedom of the 
press. But the large bourgeois 
newspapers in this country like the 
DETROIT FREE PRESS or the NEW 
YORK TIMES are owned and run 
by the ruling class and they re-
port the "news" that the ruling 
class wants reponed. 

But no one could have done a 
better job of supporting the mine 
owners and the govemment than 
the bourgeois press did during the 
miners strike, All along the 
newspapers said that the miners 
cause "violence," only wanted 
higher wages, would créate an 
"energy shortage" and layoffs in 
other industries- •• all lies. 

The rumors they have spread of 
an energy shortage have been just 
as effective against the minen as 
the billy clubs of the national 
guards. Everyday the repets of 
the electric companies on the 
amount of coal they have left 
changes. And it still has not 
been explained why the workers 
should pay more for heat and 
electricity because supposedly 
these stockplles haven't run out. 

Inñation existed befóte the 
miners strike, and will continué 
when it*s over. The ntiking coal 
miners are supposed to take the 
Mame, accordlng to the press, 
for the fact that the coal opera-
IOCS are not willing to cut into 
their profits, but will instead 
raise prices. 

This is the same for the lay­
offs which certainly did not be-
gin with the coal strike. Every 
auto worker knows that GM, 
Chrysler and Ford make mote 
profits when they are working 
less workers longer and harder. 
But the bourgeois press says the 
coal strike will cause an "energy 
shortage" and layoffs as if these 
things were "objective" faets. 

Violence is another thing the 
bourgeois papers blame entirely 
an the coal miners. Did the 
miners hire a motor eyele gang 
arrned to the teeth as a provoca" 
tion? No, but the mine owners 
did. The papers make up for 
the fact that they rarely repon on 
the armed thugs who protect scab 
coal, by reporting double on the 
armüig of the miners. And, of 
course, the papers aid nothing 
while the miners were dying in 
the mines. And of all the vio­
lence, the conditions in the 
mines top the list by far. 

In the first months of the strike, 
the DETROIT FREE PRESS ran lead 
article after another without ever 
mentioning that the miners most 
important demand was the right 
to strike over health and safety. 

Instead, the FREE PRESS said 
that the issue was WAGES, and it 
went on to say how high the miners 
wages airead/ are. This is not 
"objective" reporting, and is de" 
signed to créate hostility between 
the miners and other sections of 
the working class, the majority 
of which is underpaid. 

And then there are the WORDS 
used in the bourgeois papers which 
betray their support of the govem­
ment and the coal companies. 
The workers "demand" but the 
owners "offer. " Or the miners are 
guilty of "violence" and "sabo­
tage" but Cárter has the "choice" 
of involdng Taft-Hartley. 

There are hundreds of examples 
of how the press distorts and lies. 
The question is "Who's side ate the 
newspapers on?" The answer is 
that the bourgeois press does not 
base itself on some absttact "ob-
jectivity" or on " freedom of the 
press," but is the press for a class 
the ruling class. The newspapers 
in this country are THEIR news­
papers. 

Workers are familiar with these 
methods of the bourgeois press to 
distort, change and créate the 
news. Blacks, for years hear if a 
murderer or armed robbery suspect 
was black, but never heard if he 
was white, And now, with the 
"trend" in journalism to make the 
news mote enteitaining, workers 
are hard pressed to find any kind 
of news at all in the papers. The 
movement in the papers toward 
eliminatins; intemational news and 
reports is the most anti-working 
class of all the new changes in the 
newsparwrs today. 

The press of the pseudo-revolu-
tionaries, in particular the Social­
ist Workers Party, plays into the 
hands of the bourgeois papers by 
merely "exposing" the fact that 
the bourgeois papp.rs a,re not "ob­
jective" as if they COULD be. 
The SWP paper, THE MILITANT, 
relies on printing better " faets" 
as if to show the bourgeois papers 
the way. The centrists do not say 
it Is necessary to have a WORKERS 
press which also takes a side like 
the bourgeois papers do, only the 
side of the workers. 

The fact that there is such a 
thing as "news" is a capitulation 
to the ruling class papers. Yes, 
there are faets of an event, but 
these faets are interpreted by 
classes. The bourgeois press in-
terprets thetn one way and makes 

its proposals. They have all 
called for Taft-Hartley cooling-
off period and seizure of the 
mines by the govemment. All 
of them, That these news­
papers are "objective" is what 
keeps these papers on their feet 
and effective as propaganda for 
the bourgeoisie. 

So the question is not "ex" 
posure" of the bourgeois papers 
but the development of a revo-
lutionary press. A press that 
above all leads a political fight 
to build the organization of the 
workers that represents a lead­
ership which makes proposals to 
lead the way in the struggle* of 
the workers, 

THE MILITANT bilis itself as 
"A Socialist newsweekly/publlsh-
ed i il the interests of the working 
people. " That the press is an 
ORGAN or weapon of a revolu-
tionary leadership is foreign to the 
centrists. 

The MILITANT has jlayed up 
that it gives "real coverage" of 
the minees strike. THE MILI­
TANT has in fact said that Arnold 
Miller is not an obstacle to the 
fight of the miners but that he has 
just "lost touch with the majority 
of the miners. " The MILITANT 
openly supported former UMW 
bureaucrat Harry Paírick who said 
that he would resign before he 
would work in the coal fields. 

The front pageheadline of the 
March 10, 1978 MILITANT says: 
"Coal miners debate contract"(!) 
Thi! could be a headline la the 
FREE PRESS. The MILITANT 
insiste on stressing the fact that the 
miners have the right to vote on 
their contract, They do this in 
order to give Miller a position of 
importance that he does not de-
serve. The MILITANT has placed 
itself BEHIND the most advanced 
miners. 

This "newsweekly publlshed ii 
the interests of the workers" is 
willing to put itself to the "left" 
of the bourgeois papers, but It 
will not place itself AGAINST the 
bourgeois papers. The centrists 
have shown, particularly through 
their press that they are not 
capable of "saying what is" to the 
working class. 

The Socialist Workers Party, 
which spe3ks on Sundays ab<;nt 
the Fourth International, has not 
found a place for the Fourth In" 
ternational in its articles on the 
minea strike. They say, "rely 
on Miller, " be glad you can dü" 
bate" the contract, and jola a 
"labor party" that the bureaucratt 
run. The building of the revolu-
tionary party, the. Fouith Inter­
national and the independent or­
ganization of the working class 
aga-'nst its enemies can not find 
its way into the pages of the 
MILITANT. 

In the miners strike, the key 
ii to have an opinión. The bour­
geois papers shun "opinions" for 
a false ''objectivity. " An Opinión" 
ated and political struggle from 
the poüit of view of the working 
class, is the struggle that will be 
led by the revoiutiouary press. 

Sixty years ago, Lenin waged 
a fight against the opportunists for 
a revolutionary all-Russian news-
paper. Lenin argued against tíiose 
who tended to glorify the spon-
íaneous struggle of the workers 
that the most effective way to 
actually ORGANIZE these strug" 
gles FOR THE REVOLUTION was 
with one newspaper of the revolu­
tionary leadership throughout 
Russia. 

Lenin said that the newspaper 
would be the scaffoliíng with ' 
which the revolutionary party could 
be built. He said the press could 
ceutralize the struggles of the 
workers, where workers in one 
part of the country could learn the 
mistakes of workers in another and 
not repeat them or they could be 
spurred on by their victories. 

The Fourth International has 
maintained the fight for the 
Lenínist press, that is a press that 
is the ORGAN of the leadership of 
the revolutionary party. Trotsky 
discussed i n his article WHAT IS 
A "MASS PAPER"? (Wrttings 35-
36 p. 58) that the workers ars 
very aware of their own misery 
but what they need h a clear 
program and leadership. 

The Trotekyist Organization 
has fought to make its press its 
weapon in the struggle to re-
build the US Section of the í-'ourth 
International, that is the revolu­
tionary party of the US workers. 
March 22, 1978 
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