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Writing great papers in high impa
journals: an introduction for research



SO YOUAT e
thinking of
writing a journal

article?
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. Registration z Establish your
ownership and priority

. Certification  z Acknowledge
the quality of the work

. Dissemination z Inform your
peer group (and others )

. Archiving z Provide a
permanent record of your work

. Reputation z Publication is
essential to career recognition

. Responsibility  z to funders, to
your community, to society
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Why do
researchers




i Getting
! (and keeping!)

an academic
job

34t As publish or perish, and heé has
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Why journals?

A Shorter time from acceptance to
publication

A Recognised peer review standards
A Discoverability!
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Whatto  /

o S What DEFINITELY to publish:
A publish’ y AOriginal and significant research
e -~ ANew approaches/methodologies

that can be applied more widely

A Systematic reviews of a particular
(o] o][@

AWork that advances the knowledge
and understanding in the field

% What NOT to publish

1 AWork with no new

! information/method/theory

/ Aout of date work

,," ADuplications or partial duplications
of previously published work

~ -
————————

What to THINK CAREFULLY about

publishing:

APreliminary results (are they useful,
or are they too inconclusive ?)
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What does the
_editor want to
publish?

Bas i c adoddygtory m, 3whn c h
more academic terms - includes:
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A Methodologically sound ,
significant research that also
represent a significant
contribution to the literature in
your field

A A topic of substantial interest
and relevance to alarge
proportion of th
readership

A A narrative that structures
and binds the results together

Into an integrative picture that

presents something new
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Which type of

V Full articles / Original articles . the most manuscript? Y

Important papers. Often substantial and
significant completed pieces of research.

————————

VlLetters/ Notes / Rapid
Communications : quick and early
communication of significant and original

advances. Much shorter than full articles ;
(check limits). J

recent developments on a specific topic.

Often invited. Always consult with editor \ B
before submission.
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V Review papers/ essays: summarize !
]
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V Conference papers : Excellent for

disseminating early or in progress e
research findings . e e SR
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Which audience is right for me?

/. Where do

/ \
’,' you read What do (‘ Where were
] r ! our
l pElpe your peers i y
: related to ] references
\ suggest? / :
\ your ' A published?
. research? AN /
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ldentify the right audience for your paper

Core of your field  (very important for peer recognition)

R WY A ey A _M
Community somewhat outside (broadening recognition of

your research and research area)
4 400 N BN Ve e e -(7-‘.'~
Communities at interfaces between your discipline and other

disciplines (could initiate interesting trans -disciplinary collaboration!)
T AT T LTI B Y [i7Z L Am‘

Don At yburseifi tbthe community represented by your
department or the fleld speC|f|c conferences that you attend.
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Look at your references  z these will ‘\\ S_elec_tmg the |
help you narrow your choices and \\rlght Journal /
come up with a shortlist. i

Review recent publications in each
candidate journal . Find out the hot
topics, the accepted types of articles,
etc.

Ask yourself the following questions:
VWho i s t hiasdepce @r n al
V What is the average time to
publication ?
VWhat 1 s t hsandnoionthenal As
target community  ?

Decide on one journal.
DO NOT submit to multiple
journals.




Where to submit?

Base: 3,023 Very Important © Quits Important © Notwery important  Not at all important Teee o ‘
The relevance to my discipline .
The reputation of the journal .
The quality of the peer review E

The readership of the journal®

The journal’s inclusion in Indexing services”®

The journal's Impact Factor 4 2 O 1 5 HA
Journal publication fess Unsight
Nature

Publishing
Group

Reputation of the publisher*

escoccea,

FPoaitive experience with the editor(z)
Time from submission to the first decision
Likelinood of acceptance

Time from acceptance to publication

¥

Recommendation by colleagues
The option to publish via OA

% af respondents who rated 'Important’
or ‘Very important

The journal having a transfer system”

Location of the journal publisher*

Funder influence Funder influence 15% 14%
The journal having a transfar system” 18% NAA

Lecation of the journal publisher® 24% NA

The option to publish OA 24% 25%
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YouAve chosen a jJournal
prepare your manuscri pt

Rule #2
|
Rllpe L Read author instructions
_ carefully and format your
Only submit to article correctly
one journal at a
ime R e e
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How do | find an appropriate
writing style? \

1. The writing style depends on the
community you are writing for:
understand it better by reading lots
of papersinthe j our nal y ouAr
submitting to
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2. Remember your audience and write for
them: 1 tAs all about
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Includes editors and reviewers Zthey |1
\
\
\

are busy and so the easier your work is
to read, the better!
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3. If in doubt: ask your supervisor and/or
your colleagues for input.



Writing for @Bl ee)EIe=101|[14Y

How do researchers find your content?

m Search Engines

m Other Websites

m Typed/Bookmarked
m Social Networks

Research | 16 January 2017
Large stationary gravity wave in the atmosphere of Venus

The upper atmosphere of Venus rotates much faster than the planet itself. An
anomalous stationary structure observed by the Akatsuki mission at the cloud tops
of Venus could be an atmospheric gravity wave induced by mountain topography
below.

Tetsuya Fukuhara, Masahiko Futaguchi [...] AtsushiYamazaki

Nature Geoscience
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1. Creating an SEOfriendly title

A Include at least 1 -2 keywords in your
title

A Think of keywords as potential search S
terms :

A Use common terms in your field

A Avoid word play and puns

A Use simple language z keep it easy to
read z

AMake sure itAs cons|li stient
article content and abstract :

A Keep it short !
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1. Creating an SEO -friendly title

Examples of unclear titles:

A A messagefrom Titanic

A From lemonade stands to 2065
A Hot potato endgame

Interesting titles, but what are these papers £ it o

about? .
your title,
_ | A  move it to the
Some better titles: abstract

A Hunting dogs as environmental adaptations in
J 0 mdapan(55 characters)

A Rome in the Bronze Age: late seconanillennium
BC radiocarbon
(90 characters)

A Ancient Egyptian Texts in Context: towards a
conceptual data model (67 characters)




The purpose of the abstract is to aid 2. Optimize

scholars mfmdn_wg_ your article. In 3 your abstract /‘
search engines it is weighted more ’

heavily than the body of your text. r . y
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A Place essential findings and
keywords in the first two ——
sentences of your abstract

Only the first two sentences
normally display in search engine
results

A Repeat your keywords 3 -6 times

Don't forget the purpose of your
abstract is to express the key

points of your research , clearly,
and concisely
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2. Optimize your abstract

TiHe includes and leads with imp)ﬁan{' k.t.t},c.‘tr(’.t_'
Ocean Acidification and Its Potential Effects on Marine Ecosystems

Keywords
ocean acidification, climate change; carbonate saturation state; seawater chemistry; marine ecosystens;
— gc.nrd" {c.m\-g‘i‘#n l'_.'.n(w.{lg pmud‘v)




3. The Introduction

1.

Present the context or background to your
research.

Lay a foundation of the current state of knowledge.

Show why there is need for further investigation. 6 steps to

a great

Outline the main activity of the paper (¢ . g. Y intro

analyze/ i nvestigate YA)

Summarize the findings of the study (used in some
fields/journals only ).

Where possible, highlight a positive value or benefit
of carrying out the study.



4. Main body text -Applyt he principle of
throughout your  manuscript

Section heading Section heading

Sub-heading

This is
easier to
digest and
remember

This is
hard to
digest and
remember

———

- . .
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Keep your lowest level sections below 600 words where possible
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More mistakes are found in the
references than any other part of the
manuscript

Alt is one of the most annoying problems :

and causes great headaches among editors

e .‘__f"“, -
B

ACite the main publications on which your
work is based

ADo not inflate the manuscript with too
many references zit doesnAt
manuscript!

A Avoid excessive self -citations




Online
submission
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Manuscript

Manuscript text and files

\
\
\

Names, email addresses and
affiliations of all authors

Suggested referees (preferred and
non -preferred)

Information about the manuscript
Z pages, words, # of Figures

Agree to journal polices  z copyright
etc. Y

Funding information

Conflict of interest



Papers go through an initial checklist
to make sure the author guidelines
have been followed (format, length,
language, figures etc.)

Submission

Papers are also checked for
plagiarism

WHAT YOU NEED TO DO:

Create anaccount i n t he | o
online submission system (this is :
needed for each different journal )

Carefully follow the process through
and check each stage ; make sure the
author list you input is complete, it
should match the names on the
manuscript




Convince the editor of the importance of your  work - Write COver |etter

this for the EDITOR |

View it as a job application letter; you wantto  sell your
work

WHY did you submit the manuscriptto  THIS journal ?

A State in a few sentences what the paper is about (not
abstract)

A Why does it fit the scope of the journal? Why is it novel?
A Why will it be of interest to reviewers?

| Wy,
¥/ 7

Mention special requirements, e.g., if you do not wish
your manuscript to be reviewed by certain reviewers, and
any conflicts of interest

Clarify any point that may raise question

A poor cover letter will likely not result in a good paper
being rejected, but a good cover letter may accelerate the
editorial process  of your paper




And remember Y
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Decide on \ e—
ONE journal :

DO NOT
submit to

multiple
journals
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The publishing
process
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Central Roles of the Publisher

Editorial &

Author

Services

)

Marketing

Registration/ : -
- Dissemination
Validation : "

ﬁ Discoverability

Publisher

@ &

Community

Outreach
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