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So youɅre 
thinking of 
writing a journal 
article?  



1. Registration ɀ Establish your 
ownership and priority  

 

2. Certification  ɀ Acknowledge 
the quality of the work  

 

3. Dissemination  ɀ Inform your 
peer group (and others ) 

 

4. Archiving  ɀ Provide a 
permanent record of your work  

 

5. Reputation  ɀ Publication is  
essential to career recognition  

 

6. Responsibility  ɀ to funders, to 
your community, to society  

Why do 
researchers 

publish?  



The biggest reason to publish?  

Getting  
(and keeping!)  
an academic 

job  

ɈϥtɅs publish or perish, and he hasnɅt published!ɉ 



Why journals?  

Å Shorter time from acceptance to 
publication  

Å Recognised peer review standards  

Å Discoverability!  

 



What to 
publish?  What DEFINITELY to publish:  

ÅOriginal and significant research  
ÅNew approaches/methodologies 

that can be applied more widely  
ÅSystematic reviews of a particular 

topic  
ÅWork that advances the knowledge 

and understanding in the field  
 

What NOT to publish : 
ÅWork with no new 

information/method/theory  
ÅOut of date work  
ÅDuplications or partial duplications 

of previously published work  
 
What to THINK CAREFULLY about 
publishing:  
ÅPreliminary results (are they useful, 

or are they too inconclusive ?) 



What does the 
editor want to 

publish?  

Basically, a Ɉgood story ɉ, which - in 
more academic terms - includes:  
 
Å Methodologically sound , 

significant research that also 
represent a significant 
contribution to the literature in 
your field  
 

Å A topic of substantial interest 
and relevance to a large 
proportion of the journalɅs 
readership  
 

Å A narrative that structures 
and binds the results together 
into an integrative picture that 
presents something new  



Which type of 
manuscript?  

 
VFull articles / Original articles : the most 

important papers. Often substantial and 
significant completed pieces of research.  
 
VLetters / Notes / Rapid 

Communications : quick and early 
communication of significant and original 
advances. Much shorter than full articles 
(check limits).  
 
VReview papers / essays : summarize 

recent developments on a specific topic. 
Often invited. Always consult with editor 
before submission.  
 
VConference papers : Excellent for 

disseminating early or in progress 
research findings .  

 



Where to 
submit?  



Which audience is right for me?  

Which 
journals do 
you like the 

most?  

Where were 
your 

references 
published?  

Where do 
you read 
papers 

related to 
your 

research?  

What do 
your peers 
suggest?  



Identify the right audience for your paper  

Core of your field (very important for peer recognition)  

Community somewhat outside (broadening recognition of 
your research and research area)  

Communities at interfaces between your discipline and other 
disciplines (could initiate interesting trans -disciplinary collaboration!)  

DonɅt limit yourself to the community represented by your 
department or the field -specific conferences that you attend.  



Selecting the 
right journal  

Look at your references ɀ these will 
help you narrow your choices and 
come up with a shortlist.  
 

Review  recent publications in each 
candidate journal . Find out the hot 
topics, the accepted types of articles, 
etc.  
 

Ask yourself the following questions:  
VWho is this journalɅs audience ? 
VWhat is the average time to 

publication ? 
VWhat is the journalɅs standing in the 

target community ? 
 

Decide on one  journal.  
DO NOT submit to multiple 
journals.   

 
 
 



Where to submit?  

2015 ɄAuthor 
ϥnsightsɅ ɀ 

Nature 
Publishing 

Group  



YouɅve chosen a journal, now you have to 
prepare your manuscriptɎ 
 

Rule # 1!  
 

Only submit to 
one journal at a 

time  

Rule #2  
 
Read author instructions 
carefully and format your 
article correctly  
 



1. The writing style depends on the 
community you are writing for: 
understand it better by reading lots 
of papers in the journal youɅre 
submitting to  
 

2. Remember your audience and write for 
them: itɅs all about the readers, which 
includes editors and reviewers ɀ they 
are busy and so the easier your work is 
to read, the better!  
 

3. If in doubt: ask your supervisor and/or 
your colleagues for input.  

How do I find an appropriate 
writing style?  



Writing for   Discoverability     

How do researchers find your content?  



1. Creating an SEO-friendly title  

 ÅInclude at least 1 -2 keywords in your 
title  
ÅThink of keywords as potential search 

terms  
ÅUse common terms in your field  
ÅAvoid word play and puns  
ÅUse simple language ɀ keep it easy to 

read  
ÅMake sure itɅs consistent with the 

article content and abstract  
ÅKeep it short ! 



1. Creating an SEO -friendly title  

ϥf it canɅt fit in 
your title, 

move it to the 
abstract  

Examples of unclear titles:  
Å A message from Titanic 
Å From lemonade stands to 2065 
Å Hot potato endgame 
Interesting titles, but what are these papers 
about?  
 
Some better titles:  
Å Hunting dogs as environmental adaptations in 
Jōmon Japan (55 characters)  

Å Rome in the Bronze Age: late second-millennium 
BC radiocarbon dates from the Forum Boarium 
(90 characters)  

Å Ancient Egyptian Texts in Context: towards a 
conceptual data model (67 characters)  



2. Optimize 
your abstract  

The purpose of the abstract is to aid 
scholars in finding your article. In 
search engines it is weighted more 
heavily than the body of your text.  
 
Å Place essential findings and 

keywords in the first two 
sentences of your abstract  

 
Only the first two sentences 
normally display in search engine 
results  

 
Å Repeat your keywords 3 -6 times  
   

Don't forget the purpose of your 
abstract is to express the key 
points of your research , clearly, 
and concisely  



2. Optimize your abstract  



3. The Introduction  

6 steps to 
a great 
intro  

1. Present the context or background to your 
research.  
 

2. Lay a foundation of the current state of knowledge.  
 

3. Show why there is need for further investigation.  
 

4. Outline the main activity of the paper (e.g. Ʉhere we 
analyze/investigate ɎɅ) 
 

5. Summarize the findings of the study (used in some 
fields/journals only ). 
 

6. Where possible, highlight a positive value or benefit 
of carrying out the study.  



Section heading  
Section heading  

Sub-heading  

Sub-heading  

Sub-heading  

Keep your lowest level sections below 600 words where possible  

This is 
easier  to 

digest and 
remember  

This is 
hard  to 

digest and 
remember  

4. Main body text - Apply the principle of Ɉchunkingɉ 

throughout your manuscript  



References  More mistakes are found in the 
references than any other part of the 
manuscript  

 

 

ÅIt is one of the most annoying problems , 
and causes great headaches among editors  

 

ÅCite the main publications on which your 
work is based 

 

ÅDo not inflate the manuscript with too 
many references ɀ it doesnɅt make it a better 
manuscript!  

 

ÅAvoid excessive self -citations  

 



Online 
submission  



Manuscript text and files  

 

Names, email addresses and 
affiliations of all authors  

 

Suggested referees (preferred and 
non -preferred)  

 

Information about the manuscript 
ɀ pages, words, # of Figures  

 

Agree to journal polices ɀ copyright 
etc.Ɏ 

 

Funding information  

 

Conflict of interest  

Manuscript  



Papers go through an initial checklist 
to make sure the author guidelines 
have been followed  (format, length, 
language, figures etc.)  

 

Papers are also checked for 
plagiarism  

 

WHAT YOU NEED TO DO: 

 

Create an account in the journalɅs 
online submission system (this is 
needed for each different journal ) 
 

Carefully follow the process through 
and check each stage ; make sure the 
author list you input is complete, it 
should match the names on the 
manuscript  
 

Submission  



Convince the editor of the importance of your work - Write 
this for the EDITOR ! 

 

View it as a job application letter; you want to sell your 
work  

 

WHY did you submit the manuscript to THIS journal ? 

Å State in a few sentences what the paper is about (not 
abstract)  

Å Why does it fit the scope of the journal? Why is it novel? 

Å Why will it be of interest to reviewers?  

 

Mention special requirements,  e.g., if you do not wish 
your manuscript to be reviewed by certain reviewers, and 
any conflicts of interest  

 

Clarify any point that may raise question  

 

A poor cover letter will likely not result in a good paper 
being rejected, but a good cover letter may accelerate the 
editorial process of your paper  

 

 

Cover letter  



Decide on 
ONE journal  

 
DO NOT 
submit to 
multiple 
journals  

And remember Ɏ  



The publishing 
process  
 



Editorial &  

Author  

Services  

Marketing  

Dissemination  

Discoverability  

Community  

Outreach  
Archiving  

Registration/  

Validation  

Central Roles of the Publisher  

Publisher  


