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ENGLISH LITERATURE COURSE PROGRAMME 
Classroom: Aula 26 Code: 22439 
Days / Time: Wednesdays, 11:30-14:30 ECTS credits: 4.5 
Semester: 2nd  Type: OPT 

 
Lecturer: 
Roland Pearson 
 

Office:
Tel.:

E-mail:

Office hours:

K1006 
93-581-3364 
Virtual Campus email (preferably) or 
Roland.Pearson@uab.cat 
Tuesdays: 11:00-13:00 

 
OBJECTIVES 
Given the limited time we have for this course, the programme is generally organised according to a 
selection of the canon of English literature. The canon is (and should be!) subject to criticism and 
change: DWMs (Dead White Males) is one example, but the criteria that establish the canon do 
vary over time. The main advantage of working from the canon is that you have a common point of 
exchange, but staying too close to the canon inevitably means overlooking the other or alternative 
literature produced. So after this initial half-apology the class has two main aims: 
1. To provide some context and understanding of historical periods, literary genres and specific 

terms commonly used when discussing literature (see class materials – glossary of literary terms 
for details). 

2. To read (hopefully enjoy!), analyse, discuss and report on writers and works from different 
periods, including looking at some translations into Spanish and Catalan of the works covered in 
this class. Literature tends to condense the way we use language (tropes, rhetoric etc.), so this 
class will complement your translation classes and be particularly useful if you are considering 
literary translations as an option. 

 
CONTENTS 

1. The Beginnings: Old English and Middle English (7th – 15th Century)  
1.1. Context 
1.2. Poetry: Beowulf, Caedmon’s Hymn, Havelok the Dane, Chaucer 

 
2. The Renaissance (15th – 17th Century) 
2.1. Context 
2.2. Translations of the Bible 
2.3. Theatre: Shakespeare 
2.4. Poetry: the metaphysical poets - Donne 
 
3. Restoration and the Age of Reason (17th – 18th Century) 
3.1. Context 
3.2. Poetry: Milton, Dryden and Burns 
3.3. Prose: Swift, Fielding, and Sterne. 
 
4. The Romantics and the 19th Century 
4.1. Context 
4.2. Poetry: Scott, Keats, Tennyson, Browning 
4.3. Theatre: Wilde, Shaw 
4.4. Prose: Austen, Mary Shelley, Dickens 
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5. The 20th Century 
5.1. Context 
5.2. Poetry: Owen, Dylan Thomas, Silvia Plath, Ted Hughes, Roger McGough 
5.3. Prose: D.H. Lawrence, Orwell 

Note. Some contents may vary slightly – see individual dossiers for details 
 
EVALUATION 
 
1. Course work 40%:  

Individual reports (10%) on works or writers not covered in the dossiers but mentioned in 
the section “Suggestions for individual reports”. 
Term paper (30%) on a writer or work of you choice (preferably) not covered in the 
dossiers. This comprises two tasks: oral presentation in English (15%) where you can use 
the multimedia facilities in the classroom; and the definitive written version (15%) in the 
form of an essay / article following MLA guidelines for papers. A handout will be posted on 
the Virtual Campus with further details about how to do this. 

 
2. Exam 60%:  

A final written exam in which you will answer four questions on works or writers from 
different literary periods, according to the organisation of the four dossiers (one from each). 
The questions will refer to the works covered in this class (see Contents). You may use your 
dossiers during the exam for the purpose of quoting literary texts, but you cannot use your 
class notes. 

 
VIRTUAL CAMPUS 
All materials will be made available on the Virtual Campus and you should check this space 
regularly for supplementary class materials. 


