Facultat de Psicologia — Curs 2007/2008
Llicenciatura en Psicologia

P Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona

HISTORIA DE LA PSICOLOGIA 26918

Unitat de Psicologia Basica
Departament de Psicologia Bésica, Evolutiva i de I'Educacio

Professors: Annette Milberger Rogele, Monica Balltondre Pla, Maribel Diaz

OBJECTIVES

The aim of the subject History of Psychology is to approach the students towards
the historical development of his/her field of training. In this vain the transmission of
knowledge on the historical evolution of psychology should help the student in the
acquisition of a historical, critical and integrative perspective of psychology. Once the
semester is finished, the student should be able to show some knowledge and
understanding of relevant historical contributions made by different authors in the past,
as well as to be able to situate these contributions in their historical contexts.

The teaching of history of psychology also includes some historiographical
considerations and the presentation of different epistemological approaches necessary
for psychological research. As psychology is not only cultivated in the laboratory we
will also take into account contributions made outside the academic environment. In
general, the lectures will concentrate on the historical development psychology did
undergo during the last five centuries. At the end of the semester the student will have at
his disposal a conceptual framework which permits reflection and to situate other
learning matters.

CONTENTS

1. ¢What is psychology and how to develop a history of psychology?

2. Natural philosophy and the soul (in the 16th and 17th centuries)

3. Empirism and the observation of the mind (in the 18 and 19th centuries)

4. Naturalism, spiritualism and the mind-body problem (in hte 18th and 19th century)
5. Positivism and the passion for quantification (in the 19th and 20th centuries)

6. Psychology in modern society (20th century)
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