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Contact Use of languages
Name: Sara Martin Alegre Principal working language: anglés (eng)

Email: Sara.Martin@uab.cat
Prerequisites

Requirements

There are no particular requirements to follow this course in terms of previous readings. The course does require an
interest in gender issues and a complete lack of prejudice when discussing themes associated with those issues, as the
areas covered include desire and the varieties of sexual identity.

Objectives and Contextualisation

Aims: The subject "Postmoder nity: New Sexualities/ New Textualities" studies the literary and cultural
representation of gender (masculinity, femininity) taking as its starting point the impact of 1960s-70s feminism and,
particularly, 1990s Queer Theory. The focus falls on particular in the representation of love and desire.

Skills

Estudis Anglesos Avangats / Advanced English Studies

® Analyse and synthesise information at an advanced level.

® Analyse the relationship between factors, processes or phenomena in the acquisition of English as a
second language, its learning and teaching methods, and its literature, history and culture.

® Apply methodological knowledge of statistical analysis and data generation, treatment and codification
of multilingual databases, analysis of literary texts, etc. to research.

® Communicate the knowledge acquired and the contributions of ones research correctly, accurately and
clearly both orally and in writing.

® Critically argue, issue judgements and present ideas on the basis of the analysis of information
originating from scientific production in these areas.

® Develop autonomous learning skills applicable to the research process.

® Distinguish and contrast between the different methodological and theoretical models applied to the
academic study of the acquisition, teaching and use of English as a second language in multilingual and
multicultural contexts, literary studies and cultural studies.

® Show respect towards the opinions, values, behaviours and/or practices of others.

® Use the English language for academic and professional purposes related to research into the
acquisition, teaching and use of English as a second language in multilingual and multicultural contexts,
literary studies and cultural studies.

Learning outcomes

1. Analyse and interpret at an advanced level post-modern literary texts that represent gender identity in
the English Literature of the late 20th century.
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2. Analyse and interpret at an advanced level scientifically produced on the English Postmodernity,
extracting relevant citations and making content summaries

3. Analyse and synthesise information at an advanced level.

4. Communicate the knowledge acquired and the contributions of ones research correctly, accurately and
clearly both orally and in writing.

5. Develop autonomous learning skills applicable to the research process.

6. Distinguish and contrast the different theoretical and methodological models applied to the academic
study of gender identity in the late 20th century in relation to post-modern English Literature.

7. Orally present in English subjects and texts related to advanced research into post-modern English
literature associated with Gender Identity.

8. Read and analyse the post-modern literary and cultural representation in the English language of
gender identity in the late 20th century.

9. Show respect towards the opinions, values, behaviours and/or practices of others.

10. Write texts defending an idea in relation to a post-modern literary text in the English language, applying

secondary sources to the critical argumentation, originating from Gender Studies.

Content

Contents: Considering the theorisation of gender and sexuality in Women's Studies, Gender Studies, Queer Studiesy
Masculinity Studies through the analysis of a series of fictions (short story, film, novel).

The syllabusis organised in 15 sessions (17:00-19:00) = 30 hours. The course begins on October 28 and ends on
December 18.

WEEK 1, Prof. Sara Martin (sessions 1 and 2)

28 October

Love today: Between romanticism and porn: An analysis of desire, with clips from Michael Winterbottom's film 9
Songs (2004) and music videos

30 October

Queer desire: Between men: E. Annie Proulx's short story "Brokeback Mountain™ (1997) and Ang Lee's film adaptation
(2005).

WEEK 2, Prof. Sara Martin (sessions 3 and 4), 4 and 6 November

Queer desire: Between women: novel, Sarah Waters's Tipping the Velvet (1998, BBC series 2002)

WEEK 3, Prof. Sara Martin (session 5), 11 November TUTORIAL SESSION

WEEK 4, Prof. Sara Martin (sessions 6 and 7), 18 and 20 November

Lad lit and chick lit: Male and female views of contemporary relationships. novel, Nick Hornby's High Fidelity (1995)
and Stephen Frears' film adaptation (2000)

WEEK 5, Prof. Sara Martin (sessions 8 and 9), 25 and 27 November

Reconsidering romantic comedy: Nancy Meyer's film Something's Gotta Give (2003)

DEADLINE PAPER PROPOSAL

WEEK 6, Prof. Sara Martin (sessions 10 and 11), 2 and 4 December
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The end of love: Desire and death: novel, Rafael Y glesias, A Happy Marriage (2009)

WEEK 7, Prof. Esther Pujolras (sessions 12 and 13), 9 and 10 December

Session#12: The Other Side of Whiteness. Ama Ata Aidoo's "The Plums" in Our Sister Killjoy or Reflections froma
Black-eyed Squint. Harlow, UK.: Longman, 1977.

Session#13: Masculinities and Femininities in Postcolonial Africa. Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie's"Imitation" in The
Thing around Your Neck. London: Fourth State, 2009.

WEEK 8, Prof. Esther Pujolras (sessions 14 and 15), 16 and 17 December

Gender, race and ethnicity (11)

Session#14: The Palitics of Love (1). Colouring Romance. M.G. Vassanji's "Breaking Loose" in Uhuru Street. London:
Heinemann, 1991.

Session#15: The Politics of Love (11). Family, Religion and Post- Apartheid South Africa. Farida Karodia's "In the
Name of Love'in Against an African Sky and Other Sories. Toronto: Tsar, 1997.

Methodology

The subject isrun as a seminar and is based on class discussion. Students are required to:

- read all the texts, primary and secondary

- prepare their notes on the texts in advance, following the programme

- participate in debates (on the Virtual Campus and in the classroom)

- attend individual tutorials, if required

Students should buy or rent the films and see them outside classroom hours. Only clips will be shown in class, not the

complete films.

Activities

Learning

Hours ECTS
outcomes

Type: Directed

Classroom activities: seminars, debates, text analysis and interpretation, use of 26 1.04 1,2, 3,4,
secondary sources) 6,7,8,9

Type: Supervised

Participation in virtual debates, tutorials (office, virtual) 18.5 0.74 1,2, 3,4,
6,7,9,
10

Type: Autonomous
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Autonomous activities: library, home: reading primary sources, locating and reading 57.5 2.3 1,2,3,4,
secondary sources, preparing seminars, writing 5,6,8,9,
10
Evaluation
A 2,500 word paper with at least 4 secondary sources (70%). Students must submit a proposal 70%

before the Christmas holiday. Deadline to submit the exercise: 30 JANUARY.

Classroom presentations (group, individual) 15%

Class participation 15%

Evaluation activities

Learnin
Weighting Hours ECTS "9
outcomes
A 2,500 word paper with at least 4 secondary sources (70%). Students must ~ 70% 40 1.6 1,2,3,6,
submit a proposal before the Christmas holiday. Deadline to submit the 8,9, 10

exercise: 30 JANUARY.

Classroom presentations (group, individual) 15% 4 0.16 1,2, 3,4,
5,6,7,8,
9
Tutorials (office, virtual) 15% 4 0.16 1,4,6,7
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"Laresurreccion de Darcy: El nuevo caballero en las novelas sobre Bridget Jones, de Helen Fielding." Carme Riera,
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EDITORIAL: Edicions UIB - Universitat de les |lles Balears. FECHA DE PUBLICACION: 2009. PAGINAS: 461-465.

Articles

"Aging in F(r)iendship: 'Big Ger' Cafferty and John Rebus' VOLUMEN: Clues. A Journal of Detection 29:2, 2011
PAGINAS: 73-82

"Mujeres en laliteratura de cienciaficcion: Entre laescrituray € feminismo" VOLUMEN: Dossiers Feministes 14,
2010. PAGINAS: 108-128, http://www.raco.cat/index.php/Doss ersFeministes/article/view/229293/311003
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