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Prerequisites

No prerequisits.

Objectives and Contextualisation

The aim of this module is to offer the student a critical view of some of the most important problems in the
contemporary philosophy of mind and the philosophy of the cognitive sciences. Are mental states identical to
physical states? Can mental properties be reduced to physical properties? In thismodule, the relations between
neuroscience and traditional philosophy of mind will be examined. In particular, different accounts of
consciousness will be studied. The aim is to focus on one of the most important topics in this area, namely, the
possibility of a scientific approach to consciousnes.

Skills

Communicate and justify conclusions clearly and unambiguously to both specialised and
non-specialised audiences.
Continue the learning process, to a large extent autonomously
Critically analyse and summarise information from a specialist article or monograph, or information of
high quality available on internet.
Define, design, plan and draw up an original unpublished research project on philosophy, following the
established academic and scientific parameters.
Establish and take into account the implications of scientific research and knowledge for advanced
philosophy research.
Reconstruct and critically analyse the positions of the principal current researchers into philosophy, in
each of the central branches of the master's programme (science, art and politics), using the categories
and vocabulary that characterise them.
Seek out, select and manage information autonomously, both from structured sources (databases,
bibliographies and specialist journals) and from internet.

Learning outcomes

Analyse philosophically the basic concepts, methods and theories in contemporary philosophy of the
mind.
Apply knowledge of cognitive sciences to the analysis of contemporary issues regarding the mind.

Communicate and justify conclusions clearly and unambiguously to both specialised and
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Communicate and justify conclusions clearly and unambiguously to both specialised and
non-specialised audiences.
Continue the learning process, to a large extent autonomously
Critically analyse and summarise information from a specialist article or monograph, or information of
high quality available on internet.
Seek out, select and manage information autonomously, both from structured sources (databases,
bibliographies and specialist journals) and from internet.
Understand the principal philosophical views on the mind in the 20th century.
Write a research paper presenting an original idea on the central arguments in contemporary
philosophy of the mind rigorously, critically, creatively and autonomously.

Content

In this module the relations between neuroscience and traditional philosophy of mind will be examined. In
particular, different accounts of consciousness will be studies. The aim is to focus on one of the most important
topics in this area, namely, the possibility of a scientific approach to consciousnes.

1. Relations between Philosophy of Mind and Cognitive Neuroscience.

2. Forms of consciousness.

3. Philosophical and cientific aproximations to the problems of consiousness.

Evaluation

The student must write an orignal paper. The tutor of the student will be the teacher of the module. The topic of
the paper must be agreed.

Evaluation activities

Title Weighting Hours ECTS Learning outcomes

Paper 100% 0 0 2, 8
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:Web links

The Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy:http://www.iep.utm.edu/

Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy:http://plato.stanford.edu/contents.html

Field Guide to the Philosophy of Mind: http://host.uniroma3.it/progetti/kant/field/

Philosophy and Cognitive Science. Selected
bibliography:http://www.phil.mq.edu.au/staff/jsutton/CogSciIndex.html

Consciousness, philosophy of mind, and such (Dave Chalmers'
compilation):http://www.u.arizona.edu/~chalmers/resources.html

Web links (methodology):

Writing a Philosophy Paper (Peter Horban):http://www.sfu.ca/philosophy/writing.htm

Guide to the Study of Philosophy (Garth Kemerling):http://www.philosophypages.com/sy.htm

Tips on Writing a Philosophy Paper (Douglas Portmore):www.public.asu.edu/~dportmor/tips.pdf

Guidelines on Writing a Philosophy Paper (James
Pryor):http://www.jimpryor.net/teaching/guidelines/writing.html
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