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Objectives and Contextualisation

Aims

Virginia Woolf stated that "in or about December, 1910, human character changed." This thought-provoking
assertion links together the two central concerns of this course: modernism, and the World War One. If human
character changed, art did so also, and perhaps equally if not more radically. Through reading across genres,
poetry, prose, and drama, we will come to an understanding of this tragic, enthralling, and complex period of
human and literary history. This course therefore focuses on responses to and representations of the Great
War.

Once completed this course, the student will achieve an academic understanding of the following subjects.

The representation of war.

"The Pity of War"

Heroism

The birth and extension of modernism.

Modernism, war and gender.

Skills

Analyse and synthesise information at an advanced level.
Analyse the relationship between factors, processes or phenomena in the acquisition of English as a
second language, its learning and teaching methods, and its literature, history and culture.
Apply methodological knowledge of statistical analysis and data generation, treatment and codification
of multilingual databases, analysis of literary texts, etc. to research.
Communicate the knowledge acquired and the contributions of ones research correctly, accurately and
clearly both orally and in writing.
Critically argue, issue judgements and present ideas on the basis of the analysis of information
originating from scientific production in these areas.
Develop autonomous learning skills applicable to the research process.
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Develop autonomous learning skills applicable to the research process.
Distinguish and contrast between the different methodological and theoretical models applied to the
academic study of the acquisition, teaching and use of English as a second language in multilingual and
multicultural contexts, literary studies and cultural studies.
Show respect towards the opinions, values, behaviours and/or practices of others.
Use the English language for academic and professional purposes related to research into the
acquisition, teaching and use of English as a second language in multilingual and multicultural contexts,
literary studies and cultural studies.

Learning outcomes

Analyse and interpret at an advanced level literary texts on the English Literature of Modernism (early
20th century)
Analyse and interpret at an advanced level scientifically produced texts on the Modernist English
Literature, extracting relevant citations and making content summaries.
Analyse and synthesise information at an advanced level.
Communicate the knowledge acquired and the contributions of ones research correctly, accurately and
clearly both orally and in writing.
Develop autonomous learning skills applicable to the research process.
Distinguish and contrast the different theoretical and methodological models applied to the academic
study of Modernism in the English language.
Make oral presentations in English on subjects and texts related to advanced research into Modernist
English Literature.
Read and analyse literary and cultural representation in the English language on the subject of the
impact of war on the art and literature of Modernism.
Show respect towards the opinions, values, behaviours and/or practices of others.
Write texts defending an idea in relation to a Modernist literary text in English, applying secondary
sources to the critical argumentation.

Content

Content

We will study the following texts in the order given. You should be familiar with them before the course starts.
For the first two texts, please obtain the right edition. For the third and fourth, any edition will do.

1. Walter, George (ed.) . Harmondsworth: Penguin, 2006.The Penguin Book of First World War Poetry

2. Woolf, Virginia (ed. & intro. D Bradshaw) . (Oxford: Oxford UP, 2009)Mrs Dalloway

3. R. C. Sherriff, .Journey's End

4. D. H. Lawrence, .Lady Chatterley's Lover

Among the topics we will discuss, we find the following:

The representation of war: how should war be narrated? What values should it uphold? What roles does
patriotism play?
"The Pity of War": how should society react to mass slaughter? Should tragedy be the dominant literary
form?
Heroism: does the traditional link between war and heroism still hold? Has it been modified? How?
The birth and extension of modernism: what forms the basis of modernist practice? How does it fixation
with the psychology accommodate the horror of conflict?
War and gender: in what way does warfare alter gender roles? And sexuality?
To what extent do these particular issues effect the way we understand conflict today?

Methodology
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Methodology

This subject takes the form of a seminar, based on the exchange of opinion between instructor and students,
and among students themselves. This requires a high level of preparation and participation on all sides. In
addition, students will be required to prepare presentations, and write at least on in-class exam.

Apart from compulsory attendance, it is taken for granted that students have thoroughly read both the required
primary and secondary material.

This is essentially a course on literary which, at the same time, requires a certain knowledge of the history of
the period. Although class discussion will inevitably involve relevant historical information, students will have to
read "around" the subject as well. Your instructor will inform you about this.

Additional reading and more detailed reading assignments will be posted on the Virtual Campus.

Activities

Title Hours ECTS Learning outcomes

Type: Directed

Classroom activities 1(attendance, debate) 30 1.2 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 8, 9

Type: Supervised

Classroom activities 2 (oral presentation, in-class exam) 10 0.4 5, 6, 7, 10

Type: Autonomous

Study, reading, and thinking 75 3 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9

Evaluation

Final Paper: at the beginning of the course, your instructor will give you a list of topics from which you
will have to choose one. These will also include a creative option.
Oral assessment: this will be based on the degree to which the student contributes to the learning
process.
Other written exercises: there will be several, often ad-hoc, and including at least one in-class exercise.

Evaluation activities

Title Weighting Hours ECTS Learning outcomes

Final Paper 50% 25 1 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 10

Oral assessment 25% 5 0.2 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9

Other written exercises 25% 5 0.2 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 8, 9, 10
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