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 There’s an increasing concern about the impacts of
anthropogenic activities on cetaceans.

 They face a high number of threats such as chemical
pollution, physical and biological habitat degradation,
climate change, trophic interactions with fisheries, ship
strikes, acoustic disturbances, accidental killing in fishing
gear as well as direct catches for human consumption and
captive display.

 Cetaceans populations are susceptible to over-exploitation
due to the current threats as well as past hunting.

 Their conservation status is reviewed by the International
Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) but it doesn’t
have any regulatory authority.

 The Convention on International Trade in Endangered
Species (CITES) controls the international trade of
cetaceans (live specimens, parts and derivatives) but it
doesn’t have authority over exploitation for domestic
consumption.

 The International Whaling Commission only manages the
hunting of large cetaceans. The exploitation of small
cetaceans doesn’t have any international management
authority.
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 Asses the impact of cetacean fisheries and the extent of this industry
both in deliberate hunting and incidental capture.

 I consulted several sources of information, including reports from
the International Whaling Commission (IWC), North Atlantic Marine
Mammal Commission (NAMMCO), International Union for
Conservation of Nature (IUCN), national management agencies
(NOAA and ASCOBANS), and non-governmental organizations
(WWF and IFAW).

 I also searched academic sources and checked the captive
population of cetaceans using regional studbooks on several
species.

 The IWC imposed an indefinite moratorium on commercial whale hunting in 1986 but
there are countries that still hunt under scientific permits and aboriginal or subsistence
use.

 Almost 2,000 baleen whales are now harvested each year — 400 to 1,000 for scientific
purposes by Japan (Fig.1 and 2), Iceland and Korea, 300 to 600 by countries that object
to the ban (Norway and Iceland), and around 350 for subsistence (mainly by Denmark,
Russia and the United States).

 The meat of the harvested whales taken by scientific purposes is auctioned to finance
this practice. In the 2011 – 2012 auction (Fig. 3) almost three quarters of whale meat
went unsold (908,8 tons).

 The Icelandic whaling industry is trading legally and illegally with countries such as
Japan (Fig. 4), Latvia, Faroe island, Norway and Belarus. Icelandic whalers have killed
126 fin whales and 81 minke whales in 2009, and 148 fin whales and 60 minke whales in
2010.

 Small whales, dolphins and porpoises are also hunted, for both subsistence and
commercial use. In the Faroes, harvesting of pilot whales (Fig. 6) has been an important
source of food for their inhabitants. The annual average catch of pilot whales is around
800 whales, with large fluctuations in catches from year to year (Fig. 5). With an average
annual catch of fewer than 1000 animals, representing less that 1% of the total estimated
pilot whale stock, it is widely recognized that pilot whale catches in the Faroe Islands are
sustainable.

 Levels of PCB’s, cadmium and mercury are relatively high in the blubber and meat of
pilot whales taken in the Faroes (IWC, 1998a) which has raised doubts of their safety for
human consumption.

 Japan hunts between 600 to 2000 small cetaceans each season mostly at Taiji.
 Small cetaceans are popular performers in commercial captive display facilities. In some

countries, cetacean display facilities have been phased out or prohibited. However,
international trade of wild caught dolphins still represents a significant threat to some
populations, mainly in the North Pacific (Japan), South Pacific (Solomon Islands), the
Caribbean (Cuba) and the Black sea (Russia and Ukraine). The global demand for live-
caught bottlenose dolphins has increased in recent decades (Fisher and Reeves, 2005).
Japan is the country with the highest capture rates for public display but it only
represents 1% of all small cetacean captured in Japan (Fig. 8). Cuban dolphins are
exported to South and Central America as well as Europe. Japan exports mostly to other
Asian countries like China and Korea and also to Middle East countries like Iran and
Turkey.

 Large numbers of small cetaceans become entangled (figure 7) in many gear types, but
the largest problem remains with gill nets, drift nets and purse-seine nets. The continued
use of gill nets endangers an increasing number of coastal and river species. Critically
endangered dolphins like the Baiji and the Vaquita are very affected by nets. A total of 92
species of marine mammals are eaten by humans in 125 countries several acquired by
by-catch.
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 The impact of cetaceans fisheries globally is unknown because the specific
population of cetaceans hasn’t been assessed.

 No single multilateral environmental agreement addresses all the direct and
indirect threats to cetaceans, covers all relevant waters or all species of
cetaceans.

 The extent of the cetacean industry is worldwide but it has a major impact on
Asia mostly caused by Japan and also in Europe.

 The global demand for captive small cetaceans has increased and it’s
becoming a serious thread to coastal populations which are already affected by
other causes.

 Fishery by-catch is a serious and widespread threat to cetacean populations.
There is an urgent need to develop alternative fishing gear and practices to
lower the number of animals killed by fishing gear.

Pilot whales killed by year at Faroe Islands
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Fig (5): Pilot whales killed at Faroe islands by The Faroese Museum of Natural History

Fig (8): Small cetaceans hunted in Japan by cetabase

Fig (6): Pilot whales hunted in Faroe Islands

Fig (7): Harbor porpoise caught by fishing gear.

Fig (1): Scientific catches of baleen whales  in 2011 – 2012 season by IWC

Fig (2): Fin whale hunted for scientific purposes by Japan.

Fig (3): Auction of whale meat in Japan (2011 – 2012) by IFAW

Fig (4): Imported whale products from Iceland to Japan.


