PREDICTING HUMAN INTELLIGENCE
Is it a near future?
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ONE CAN ONLY HOPE THAT IF WE EVER POSSESS THE COMPLETE KNOWLEDGE OF HUMAN INTELLIGENCE GENETICS
.ETHICS IS WALKING A STEP FORWARD

Intelligence has been a major
pillar in societies since Greeks
and Romans until now.

The eugenic movement, which was born in Great Britain, is
in favor of artificial selection to improve the human race. It
enhances the reproduction of those individuals who are
considered to have “normal” genetic traits.

The first evidence of selection of
individuals due to their
intelligence is reported from
2357aC, where Chinese servants
where chosen by cognitive tests.
We find a peak of individual
selection regarding cognitive
aspects in the late XIX century,
when the eugenic movement
started to flourish.

INTRODUCTION:
INTELLIGENCE
AND SOCIETY

Intelligence was also a target for eugenics. Starting in the
USA and followed by countries all over the globe, citizens
had to take the recently elaborated Simon-Binet test so that
their IQ was recorded. Reproduction restrictions were
implemented to those who performed lower than what was
considered “normal”; such as prohibitions to marry,
segregation and sterilization.

Source: pinterest.com

4 N

ETHICS

\_ /

Genetic discrimination
is that addressed to an
individual due to his/her genetic
information

BUT... WHAT IS
INTELLIGENCE?

RESEARCH IN INTELLIGENCE GENETICS

EFFECT OF THE
ENVIRONMENT

-The environment accounts for
approximately 50% of the development of

intelligence during the first years of life
-This influence decreases until practically
zero in adolescence and adulthood.

WILL SCIENCE BE ABLE TO IDENTIFY WHICH
AND HOW EXTERNAL FACTORS INFLUENCE
OUR COGNITIVE DEVELOPMENT?
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foreseen even though there is still a lot of research to go about how cognitive processes work. (2010).

Scientists and experts are arguing whether or not should we keep walking this path. Biology and ideology from

CONCLUSIONS:
FUTURE
SCENARIO

In one hand we should be aware that...

-This knowledge can bring about new forms of
eugenics

-Research is based in 1Q tests, and these are not
universally accepted as an objective measurement

-It is unlikely that we will ever know all the genes
and environmental factors that affect intelligence

On the other hand we can benefit from this knowledge because...
-Intelligence can be correlated with epidemiology

-We will be able to understand neurodegenerative diseases or
learning disabilities, among other cognitive disorders

-Predicting cognitive abilities and disabilities early in life can help
children be raised in the most suitable way
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