
SUR VEY AR TTCLE: 
W E  CHALLENGE OFAN 
AUTONOMOUS CATALONIA AND 
lTiE KEY POSITION 
OF 13iE COMMUNICATTON 
MEDIA 

Since the coming into being of  the 1978 
Spanish Constitution and the 1979 Cata- 
lan Statute o f  Autonomy, a new set o fpo-  
wer relations has been established bet- 
zueen Catalonia and the Spanish State. In 
view of  the fact that in our industnalised 
societies there is an increasingly open ten- 
dency forpower relations to be communi- 
cation relations, an analysis o f  the structu- 
re and functions of  the pn'nczpal commu- 
nication media would be of  the greatest 
interest, especially with a view to the role 
thay play or may play in the national (mor- 
malisation» o f Catalonia. 

This then is the objective, approached 
from various sectors and using varying 
methods, which has been behind the pre- 
paration of  this double monographic 
number o f A NALISI. W e  trust it will fulfill 
its intendedpurpose as a source of ideas 
and documentation concerning the Rey 
position of  the mass m e d a  in the Catalo- 
nia of  the 80's. 

W E  ROLE OF P I E  
COMMUNICA TION MEDIA 
IN LINGUISTIC 
NORMALISA UON 

A brief review of  the hljtory of the Ca- 
talan language is made, pointing out the 

reasons why at the present time the Cata- 139 

lan language has not reached its nor~nal 
level o f  use. A description is provided of  
how the communzLation media can colla- 
borate in thzj process, by increasing the 
prestige o f Catalan, and also by facilita- 
ting the learning of  it by means o f  the ca- 
re ful  and progressive Catalanziation o f 
newspapers which are publzihed in Casti- 
lian (Spanzih). Finally, the process o f  the 
Catalanisation of a newspaper is raised, 
and two v e 9  definite questions are pre- 
sented: collaboration among newspapers 
in order to increase the presence of  Cata- 
lan in them and the suitability o f creating 
a news agency in Catalan. 

LANGUAGE AND 
COMMUNICA TION 
IN CATALONIA 

The author examines the communica- 
tion media in Catalonia in relation to the  
language used in them,  whether Catalan 
or Castilian (Spanish). He regards there 
being two «communicational areasu in Ca- 
talonia, not always defined by the use of  
one or the other language. After reviewing 
the situation of  the communication m e d a  
before the civil war (2936-1939) he maRes 
a compa7.ljon of  that situation with the cu- 
r e n t  situation and looks into the changes 
which have come about from one penod 
to the other as regards the languages used 
by the different media. In conclusion, he 
analyzes the main challenges which mass 
culture poses to the recovery of  the Cata- 
lan language in communication . 



140 ZRE GENERALITAT 
OF CA TALONIA AND l R E  
COMMUNICA TION MEDIA 

The legal authonty o f  the Generalitat 
(Autonomous government) o f  Catalonia 
as regards communication media, the 
transfer o f  serwices executed by the State to 
the Generalitat towards the end  of 1981 
and the political confiicts ansing there- 
fiom, together with the policies o f  the Ge- 
neralitat z'n view on a short-term basis wit- 
hin these spheres make u p  the fourpoints 
which are dealt with in this report. Besides 
considering as very limited the authonty 
over the mass media which has been gran- 
t ed  by the State to Catalónia -provided 
for in the basic texts o f  the Spanish Cons- 
titution and the Statute o f  Autonomy o f  
Catalonia- it is shown that the year 1981 
ended with hardly any effective transfer in 
the communication media. For all rea- 
sons, the communication policy of  the Ge- 
neralitat has been u p  to now more the 
embryo of  a plan than a reality. A n d  in 
spite o f t h e  urgent need of  an autonomous 
policy in the pela' o f  mass communica- 
tion, everything seems to point to the fact 
that until the end o f  1983 Catalonia will 
not begin to have at its disposala basic TV 
channel. 

THE NE W TECHNOLOGIES 
OF COMMUNICATlON, 
BETWEEN CENTRALISA TION 
AND AUTONOMY 

The new technology o f  communication 
is producing an impact on industrialised 

societies, an impact which takes on special 
charactenitics o f  cultural and linguistic 
distortion in those cases, such as the case 
of  Catalan, where no balancea' and nor- 
malized communication structure exiJts. 
The new wide-band broadcasting systems, 
long -range transmission systems by means 
of  geostationary satellites and the applica- 
tion of microcomputers to communication 
also bring with them aprospect ofstructu- 
ral changes in the communication media 
which may be of interest, and positive 
possibilities too for minority or decentrali- 
sed cultares. Such is the case of  Catalan, 
where together with extraordinary diffi- 
culties, the new technology offers a range 
o f  possibilities which can still today be 
made use ofi 

TYPOLOGICAL ASPECTS 
OF A NEW PRESS ORDER 
IN CA TALONIA 

The low index of typological definition 
o f the Barcelona daily metropolitan press 
and the growth of a new type ofpress with 
a local circulation are the most charactens- 
tic traits of the present press panorama in 
Catalonja if it is analz~ed from the pers- 
pective of  the theory of models. From the 
study of  this reality one am'ves at the con- 
clusion that the future system o f  the Cata- 
lan press must be based on a small num-  
ber o f titles o f Barcelona metropolitan dai- 
lies and the expansion and technical deve- 
lopment of the formula of a localinforma- 
tive daily or weekly. Among the causes 
which lead to this solution, the following 
determining factors o f  the present press 
system in Catalonia stand out: the low in- 



dex of readershz) of  dailies, the limited 
economic resources of  autochthonous 
newspaper concerns, the tradition of the 
local and district press itseG the general 
inability of  the Barcelona press to define 
its objectives and functions, and the im-  
possibility o f consolidating in our country 
a kind of regional daily based on the 
French model. In this paper the study has 
been limited to dailies and publications 
coming out more than once a week which 
contain information of a general nature. 

READERSHIP OF l R E  DISTRICT 
PRESS I N  C A  TALONIA 

The Readershzp of the Distnct Press 
presents the results of  a study based on the 
in formation gleaned from the Provisional 
Cebsus of the District Press for 1979, the 
work of the author. In the fiamework of a 
wider investigation into this singular in - 
formative phenomenon which in a book 
in the course ofpublicution, entitled ~ T h e  
District Pressa, Guillamet proposes as a 
(t Catalan model o f popular journalism», 
this readership study demonstrates the 
emstence of a large reading public for local 
and distnct press, witb circulation calcula- 
ted at being near 2S0. 000 per edition. 
Altbough this is only halfthe size of  the 
reading public for general information 
dailies, the startling growth in the last fif- 
teen years, its solid historical tradition and 
the substantial development achieved in 
some districts where the circulation figures 
for local newspapers are far above the ave- 
rage circulation figures for national dai- 
lies, are all factors which conjirm an old 
prediction of the author: that the local 
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exclusive alternative, a solid market op- 
tion, in some distncts substantially higher 
than that of  the daily press. 

CATALAN RADIO 

The radio, in its recent development, 
has taken on communicative charactenj- 
tics which cannot be replaced by other me-  
dia. Catalan society today presents a diver- 
sity o f  strata and of centres of  interest 
which arouse a strong decentrahsed de- 
mand for radio communication. The insti- 
tutional development o f  the Spanish and 
French States hasgiven andwillgive a new 
degree of freedom to tbe vanous regions 
which mahe up  the Paisos Catalans (Cata- 
lan Countries). The article propounds that 
the radio must be allowed to evolve freely 
in the PaMos Catalans, in response to the 
many communicative needs which derive 
fiom the social characteristics and the na- 
tional culture of  their inhabitants. 

l R E  sA VUIN OF TOMORRO W 

Avui (uToday>),), the first daily in the 
Catalan language to be published since 
1939, cannot be analysed withoutfirst re- 
viewing the administrative antecedents 
which led to the appearance of the first 
number in 1976. This article ir a chronicle 
of  this process in which a commentary is 
made on the conditioning factors of  a 
newspaper in whose publication more 
than thirty -four thousand Catalans are in- 
volved. In spite of  its quasi-institutional 



142 character, management chaos a n d  cons- 
tant  deficits make this atypical informati- 
ve product inevitably b o u n d  to  come u n -  
der t he  control o f  a partzcular economic 
andpoliticalsector. Even so, the chronicle 
points out  some factors which would still 
make i tpossiblefor Avui t o  become an  in- 
dependent  daily. For the  present, the in-  
fluence o f  Convergencia Democr2tica de 
Cataluny a is decisive. 

MUNICIPAL RADIO STA  TlONS 

To date (Februaq 1982) there exist 
forty municipal radio stations o n  Fre- 
quency modulation, in  Catalonia, either 
protected by their town councils or encou- 
raged by t h e m  as an  altemative t o  public 
radio. 

Already ha l fo f  the districts o f  Catalonia 
have a local radio a n d  the potential 
audience is calculated at more than one 
millz'on nine hundred thousand listeners. 

Radios created by a joint effort o f pro- 
fessionals andpeople who are interestedin 
particzpating; a Catalan radio to  promote 
Catalan culture a n d  whose objectzve is t o  
be a vehicle o f  cultural dynamism. 

The legal situation of  this radio de-  
pends o n  a case which the  Constitutional 
Tribunal has to  resolve i n  due course: 
whether the concession of frequency m o -  
dulation r a d o  stations i n  its tem'tory co- 
mes under the authority o f  the Generalitat 
(Catalan government). 

OFFICES OF INFORMATION: 
PRACTlCE A N D  W E O R Y ,  
W E  CASE OF CATALONIA 

O f f i e s  o f  Information are more often 
than not  regarded as mere transmljsion 
belts o f  the institution or entity to  which 
they belong. Their scope however is much 
wider. Ernest U&a, head o f  the Offices 
o f  Information for three years o f  the Ge- 
neralitat (government) o f  Catalonia a n d  o f  
the Dzputación (a supra-municzpaL a n d  
district organism, simziár to the Britljh 
County CounciQ o f  Barcelona in  succes- 
sion, descn'bes bere the reality o f  these O f  
fices i n  Catalonia, as a result o f  the recent 
setting u p  o f  two associations o f  OfflGes o f  
Information, a n d  lays tbe foundations for 
a theoretical investigation into the com- 
munication phenomenon in  the Offices o f  
Informatz'on. This starting point is the 
consideration o f  these OffiGes as policy - 
making centres as regards the communica- 
tion pob'cy o f  the respective institution or 
entity, according to  the princzples laid 
down by the UNESCO. Such a communz- 
cationpolicy has in Catalonzk a vastpoten- 
tial in  the fnzmework o f  a local and  mun i -  
czpal communication policy, working to-  
wards the construction o f  an autonomous 
communicative model  in  the nation wit- 
hout  a State which is  Catalonia, whose 
Statute o f  Autonomy,  set ou t  tjz the  Spa- 
nish Constitution, envisages the pn'nczple 
o f  Catalan autonomy in  the field o f  com- 
munication. 


