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Tables
Table 1. List of variables: Eurobarometer
	Variable name
	Coding

	Information of unemployment
	1-correct when both unemployment and the R’s guestimate were in one of the following ranges: 0-5%, 5-8%, 8-10%, 10-15%, 15-20%, 20-25%, 25-30%; coded 0 otherwise.

	Baseline information levels of unemployment, 2007
	Average levels of information of unemployment by country. Computed from Eurobarometer 67.2 fielded in 2007.

	Change in the national rate of unemployment, 2007 – t-1
	Change in unemployment between 2007 and 2008 (for 2009 wave) and between 2007 and 2014 (for 2015 wave)

	National rate of unemployment, t-1
	Absolute level of unemployment in 2008 (for 2009 wave) and in 2014 (for 2015 wave)

	Age
	Continuous

	Age squared
	Age squared

	Female
	1-female; 0-male

	Education
	Education in years

	Occupation
	Working (reference category); unemployed; not in labor force (retired, domestic worker); student.

	Household type
	Living alone (reference category); single with children; living with partner, no children; living with partner and children.

	Wealth
	Estimated by principle-component factor analysis based on a series of dummy variables indicating goods ownership (television, DVD player, music CD player, desk computer, laptop, tablet, smartphone, internet connection, car, apartment/house paid)

	Difficulty paying bills last year
	1-Almost never/Never, 2-From time to time; 3-Most of the time

	2015 wave
	Dummy for 2015 wave


Note: Data from Eurobarometer 83.3 (May 2015) and Eurobarometer 72.1 (August-September, 2009). In addition, Eurobarometer 67.2 (April-May, 2007) was used to estimate Baseline information levels of unemployment by country. Countries included are Austria (AT); Belgium (BE); Bulgaria (BG); Cyprus (CY); Czech Republic (CZ); Germany (DE); Denmark (DK); Estonia (EE); Spain (ES); Finland (FI); France (FR); Great Britain (GB); Greece (GR); Hungary (HU); Ireland (IE); Italy (IT); Lithuania (LT); Luxembourg (LU); Latvia (LV); Malta (MT); Netherlands (NL); Poland (PL); Portugal (PT); Romania (RO); Sweden (SE); Slovenia (SI); Slovakia (SK).
Table 2. List of variables: CSES 

	Variable name
	Coding

	Information of party positions
	We estimate how much each respondent's placement of each party on a 0 to 10 left-right ideological scale deviates from political experts' placement of the corresponding party on the same scale and take the mean of the deviations for each respondent. We reverse the scale such that larger values indicate higher accuracy.

	Age
	Continuous

	Age squared
	Age squared

	Female
	Binary variable where 1-female.

	University degree
	Binary variable where 1-holds university degree.

	Unemployed
	Binary variable where 1-unemployed.

	Works part time
	Binary variable where 1-works part time (32 hours or less per week).

	Student
	Binary variable where 1-student, in school, in vocational training.

	Not in labor force
	Binary variable where 1-not in labor force (retired, housewife, disabled, others).

	Baseline political information
	Average levels of political information by country. Computed from an election study fielded before the onset of the recession. Year varies by country; see note below.

	Household type
	Living alone (reference category); single with children; living with partner or other adult, no children; living with partner or other adult and children.

	Household income
	Household income quantile.

	Voted for PM’s party
	Binary variable where 1-voted for PM’s party.

	Voted for Government incumbent party
	Binary variable where 1-voted for a party that is in government

	Change in the national rate of unemployment, 2006 – t-1
	Change in unemployment between 2006 and the year of the election. Source: Eurostat and the World Bank.

	Unemployment, t-1
	National unemployment rate in the year prior to the election. Source: CSES, Eurostat or the World Bank.

	ENEP
	Effective number of electoral parties (Laakso and Taagepera 1979)

	District magnitude
	Number of representatives elected from a given district to the same legislative body

	PR
	Binary variable where 1-proportional representational system

	Majoritarian
	Binary variable where 1-majoritarian representational system

	Bicameral legislature
	Binary variable where 1-bicameral legislature

	Compulsory voting
	Binary variable where 1 indicates the presence of compulsory voting.


Note: The source for all variables is the CSES unless otherwise noted. 
Note: To select the survey year used to compute baseline electoral information, we took account of the onset of the recession in each country and selected the most recent election study available prior to that year. The start of the recession varied between 2007 and 2009. One country in our sample did not experience a recession: Poland.

Note: List of election studies included (in parentheses, election used to estimate pre-crisis baseline for electoral information): Austria-2013 (2008); Czech Republic-2010, 2013 (2006); Finland-2011, 2015 (2007); France-2012 (2007); Germany-2009, 2013 (2005); Iceland-2007, 2009, 2013 (2003); Ireland-2007, 2011 (2002); Netherlands-2010 (2006); Norway-2009, 2013 (2005); Poland-2007, 2011 (2005); Portugal-2009, 2015 (2005); Romania-2009, 2012 (2004); Slovenia-2008, 2011 (2004); Spain-2008 (2004); Sweden-2014 (2006); Switzerland-2011 (2007); United Kingdom-2015 (2005).
Table 3. Economic information: Baseline models

	
	(1)
	(2)
	(3)

	Baseline information levels, 2007
	
	1.786
	1.872*

	
	
	0.9395
	0.9357

	2015 wave
	
	
	0.322***

	
	
	
	0.0246

	Constant
	-1.108***
	-1.633***
	-1.848***

	
	0.1422
	0.3073
	0.3065

	Variance components
	
	
	

	Constant
	-0.561
	-0.500
	-0.492

	
	0.1519
	0.1346
	0.1335

	Ni / Nj
	39,187 / 28
	39,187 / 28
	39,187 / 28


Note: Baseline models are used to estimate proportion of the variance at the country level and the variance explained by Baseline information levels at that level. See Fig. 1 for a plot of the country-level residuals. * p < 0.05, ** p < 0.01, *** p < 0.001

Table 4. Economic information: Models in main text, excluding outliers (Slovenia and Poland; see Figure 1)

	
	(1)
	(2)

	Baseline information levels, 2007
	2.064**
	2.075***

	
	0.6588
	0.6014

	∆Unemployment since 2007
	0.161***
	0.158***

	
	0.0064
	0.0065

	Female
	-0.369***
	-0.371***

	
	0.0260
	0.0260

	Age
	0.032***
	0.032***

	
	0.0050
	0.0050

	Age (sq.)
	-0.0001***
	-0.0001***

	
	0.00001
	0.00001

	Education (in years)
	0.010***
	0.010***

	
	0.0017
	0.0017

	Occupation status (ref. Working)
	
	

	Not in labor force
	-0.155***
	-0.153***

	
	0.0387
	0.0387

	Student
	0.119
	0.128

	
	0.0827
	0.0826

	Unemployed
	-0.300***
	-0.375***

	
	0.0508
	0.0706

	Unemployed x ∆Unemployment
	
	0.017‡

	
	
	0.0105

	Household type (ref. Single, no children)
	
	

	Single with children
	-0.037
	-0.035

	
	0.0614
	0.0614

	Partner, no children
	0.147***
	0.146***

	
	0.0337
	0.0337

	Partner, with children
	0.065
	0.064

	
	0.0362
	0.0362

	2015 wave
	-0.360***
	-0.359***

	
	0.0361
	0.0361

	Constant
	-2.801***
	-2.799***

	
	0.2505
	0.2379

	Variance components
	
	

	Intercept
	0.240
	0.247

	
	0.0686
	0.0701

	Unemployed
	
	0.013

	
	
	0.0133

	Covariance
	
	-0.056

	
	
	0.0325

	Ni / Nj
	34,219 / 26
	34,219 / 26


Note: The table presents estimates from mixed-effects logistic regressions. ‡ p < 0.01, * p < 0.05, ** p < 0.01, *** p < 0.001

Table 5: Economic information with absolute levels of unemployment at t-1

	
	Model 1
	Model 2

	Baseline information levels, 2007
	2.325**
	2.304***

	
	0.7383
	0.6787

	Unemployment rate, t-1
	0.143***
	0.141***

	
	0.0059
	0.0060‡

	Unemployment x Unemployed
	
	0.011

	
	
	0.0100

	Female
	-0.369***
	-0.371***

	
	0.0259
	0.0260

	Age
	0.032***
	0.032***

	
	0.0050
	0.0050

	Age2
	-0.0001***
	-0.000***

	
	0.00001
	0.0000

	Education (years)
	0.010***
	0.010***

	
	0.0017
	0.0017

	Occupation status (ref. Working)
	
	

	Not in labor force
	-0.151***
	-0.149***

	
	0.0387
	0.0387

	Student
	0.120
	0.127

	
	0.0826
	0.0826

	Unemployed
	-0.291***
	-0.428***

	
	0.0508
	0.1226

	Household type (ref. Single)
	
	

	Single with children
	-0.037
	-0.035

	
	0.0613
	0.0614

	Partner, no children
	0.147***
	0.146***

	
	0.0336
	0.0336

	Partner, with children
	0.068
	0.068

	
	0.0362
	0.0362

	2015 wave
	-0.291***
	-0.290***

	
	0.0351
	0.0351

	Constant
	-3.801***
	-3.780***

	
	0.2773
	0.2637

	Variance components
	
	

	Constant
	0.302
	0.309

	
	0.0863
	0.0882

	Slope unemployed
	
	0.015

	
	
	0.0243

	Covariance
	
	-0.063

	
	
	0.0395

	N
	34,219
	34, 219


Note: The table presents estimates from mixed-effects logistic regressions. ‡ p < 0.01, * p < 0.05, ** p < 0.01, *** p < 0.001

Table 6. Economic information: Correct response operationalized as within 2% or within 3% of the national unemployment rate
	
	Within 2%
	Within 3%

	
	(1)
	(2)
	(3)
	(4)

	Baseline information levels, 2007
	3.039***
	3.084***
	2.000**
	2.019**

	
	0.8289
	0.8232
	0.7221
	0.7288

	∆ Unemployment since 2007
	0.096***
	0.095***
	0.082***
	0.081***

	
	0.0061
	0.0062
	0.0054
	0.0055

	Female
	-0.452***
	-0.452***
	-0.438***
	-0.439***

	
	0.0246
	0.0246
	0.0228
	0.0228

	Age
	0.031***
	0.031***
	0.027***
	0.027***

	
	0.0047
	0.0047
	0.0043
	0.0043

	Age2
	-0.000***
	-0.000***
	-0.000**
	-0.000**

	
	0.0000
	0.0000
	0.0000
	0.0000

	Education
	0.014***
	0.014***
	0.016***
	0.016***

	
	0.0017
	0.0017
	0.0017
	0.0017

	Occupation status (ref. Working)
	
	
	
	

	Not in labor force
	-0.184***
	-0.184***
	-0.200***
	-0.199***

	
	0.0367
	0.0367
	0.0340
	0.0340

	Student
	0.058
	0.059
	0.074
	0.077

	
	0.0789
	0.0789
	0.0717
	0.0718

	Unemployed
	-0.339***
	-0.391***
	-0.339***
	-0.385***

	
	0.0488
	0.0643
	0.0438
	0.0611

	Unemployment x Unemployed
	
	0.013
	
	0.013

	
	
	0.0104
	
	0.0106

	Household type (ref. Single)
	
	
	
	

	Single with children
	-0.030
	-0.029
	-0.038
	-0.038

	
	0.0574
	0.0575
	0.0523
	0.0523

	Partner, no children
	0.126***
	0.126***
	0.125***
	0.124***

	
	0.0318
	0.0318
	0.0296
	0.0297

	Partner, with children
	0.029
	0.029
	0.060
	0.060

	
	0.0343
	0.0343
	0.0316
	0.0316

	2015 wave
	-0.219***
	-0.218***
	-0.393***
	-0.392***

	
	0.0334
	0.0334
	0.0309
	0.0310

	Constant
	-2.992***
	-2.997***
	-1.976***
	-1.977***

	
	0.2958
	0.2941
	0.2596
	0.2610

	Variance components
	
	
	
	

	Constant
	0.384
	0.381
	0.291
	0.290

	
	0.1046
	0.1040
	0.0793
	0.0792

	Slope unemployed
	
	0.001
	
	0.014

	
	
	0.0040
	
	0.0164

	Covariance
	
	0.022
	
	-0.003

	
	
	0.0348
	
	0.0294

	N
	36,989
	36,989
	36,989
	36,989


Note: The table presents estimates from mixed-effects logistic regressions. ‡ p < 0.01, * p < 0.05, ** p < 0.01, *** p < 0.001

Table 7. Economic information: Economic hardship operationalized as wealth or as difficulty paying bills
	
	(1)
	(2)
	(3)
	(4)

	Baseline information levels, 2007
	1.921*
	1.988*
	1.758*
	1.793*

	
	0.8392
	0.8587
	0.8421
	0.7435

	∆Unemployment since 2007
	0.162***
	0.167***
	0.161***
	0.127***

	
	0.0064
	0.0065
	0.0065
	0.0087

	Female
	-0.351***
	-0.362***
	-0.350***
	-0.364***

	
	0.0258
	0.0258
	0.0258
	0.0259

	Age
	0.029***
	0.033***
	0.029***
	0.032***

	
	0.0050
	0.0050
	0.0050
	0.0050

	Age (sq.)
	-0.000**
	-0.000***
	-0.000**
	-0.000***

	
	0.0000
	0.0000
	0.0001
	0.0000

	Education (in years)
	0.008***
	0.009***
	0.008***
	0.010***

	
	0.0018
	0.0017
	0.0018
	0.0018

	Household type (ref. Single)
	
	
	
	

	Single with children
	-0.088
	0.010
	-0.085
	0.018

	
	0.0608
	0.0609
	0.0610
	0.0611

	Partner, no children
	0.075*
	0.118***
	0.079*
	0.118***

	
	0.0339
	0.0336
	0.0342
	0.0337

	Partner, with children
	-0.051
	0.045
	-0.046
	0.042

	
	0.0372
	0.0360
	0.0373
	0.0361

	Occupation status (ref. Working)
	
	
	
	

	Not in labor force
	-0.109**
	-0.141***
	-0.106**
	-0.134***

	
	0.0386
	0.0385
	0.0386
	0.0387

	Student
	0.092
	0.097
	0.111
	0.106

	
	0.0818
	0.0831
	0.0819
	0.0830

	Unemployed
	-0.246***
	-0.227***
	-0.246***
	-0.231***

	
	0.0508
	0.0518
	0.0509
	0.0522

	Wealth
	0.189***
	
	0.238***
	

	
	0.0180
	
	0.0301
	

	Wealth x ∆Unemployment
	
	
	-0.017***
	

	
	
	
	0.0049
	

	Difficulty paying bills (ref. Almost Never/Never)
	
	
	
	

	Sometimes
	
	-0.229***
	
	-0.325***

	
	
	0.0319
	
	0.0574

	Frequently
	
	-0.333***
	
	-0.614***

	
	
	0.0500
	
	0.1098

	Sometimes x ∆Unemployment
	
	
	
	0.044***

	
	
	
	
	0.0086

	Frequently x ∆Unemployment
	
	
	
	0.067***

	
	
	
	
	0.0129

	2015 wave
	-0.379***
	-0.381***
	-0.370***
	-0.320***

	
	0.0361
	0.0363
	0.0364
	0.0374

	Constant
	-2.842***
	-2.773***
	-2.820***
	-2.678***

	
	0.3012
	0.3077
	0.3027
	0.2838

	Variance components
	
	
	
	

	Constant
	0.628
	0.413
	0.633
	0.703

	
	0.0859
	0.1129
	0.0870
	0.2034

	Slope
	
	
	0.100
	0.046

	
	
	
	0.0254
	0.0171

	Covariance
	
	
	-0.252
	-0.140

	
	
	
	0.2734
	0.0534

	N
	36,989
	36,652
	36,989
	36,652


Note: The table presents estimates from mixed-effects logistic regressions. ‡ p < 0.01, * p < 0.05, ** p < 0.01, *** p < 0.001

Table 8. Economic information: Models of missing values (1=Non-response; 0=Response)
	
	(1)
	(2)

	Baseline information levels, 2007
	-1.037
	-0.982

	
	0.8489
	0.8477

	∆Unemployment since 2007
	-0.014*
	-0.016**

	
	0.0056
	0.0058

	Female
	0.518***
	0.518***


	
	0.0230
	0.0230

	Age
	-0.053***
	-0.053***

	
	0.0039
	0.0039

	Age (sq.)
	0.001***
	0.001***

	
	0.0000
	0.0000

	Education (in years)
	-0.012***
	-0.012***

	
	0.0015
	0.0015

	Household type (ref. Single)
	
	
	
	

	Single with children
	-0.008
	-0.007

	
	0.0461
	0.0461

	With partner, no children
	-0.188***
	-0.188***

	
	0.0289
	0.0289

	With partner and children
	-0.151***
	-0.150***

	
	0.0309
	0.0309

	Occupation status (ref. Working)
	
	
	
	

	Not in labor force
	0.248***
	0.249***

	
	0.0319
	0.0319

	Student
	-0.071
	-0.066

	
	0.0757
	0.0758

	Unemployed
	0.279***
	0.241***

	
	0.0402
	0.0576

	Unemployed # ∆Unemployment
	
	0.017‡

	
	
	0.0103

	Trust official statistics
	-0.052*
	-0.052*

	
	0.0222
	0.0222

	EB=2015
	-0.787***
	-0.785***

	
	0.0313
	0.0314

	Constant
	0.613*
	0.604*

	
	0.2944
	0.2945

	Variance components
	
	

	Constant
	0.403
	0.409

	
	0.109
	0.111

	Slope
	
	0.025

	
	
	0.019

	Covariance
	
	-0.026

	
	
	0.036

	N
	49,449 / 28
	49,449 / 28


Note: The table presents estimates from mixed-effects logistic regressions. ‡ p < 0.01, * p < 0.05, ** p < 0.01, *** p < 0.001

Table 9. Economic information: Models with imputed values of the dependent variable

	
	(1)
	(2)

	Baseline information levels, 2007
	2.054
	2.052

	
	0.8365
	0.8365

	∆Unemployment since 2007
	0.117***
	0.114***

	
	0.0061
	0.0062

	Female
	-0.361***
	-0.363***

	
	0.0263
	0.0264

	Age
	0.033***
	0.032***

	
	0.0051
	0.0051

	Age (sq.)
	-0.0002***
	-0.0002***

	
	0.00005
	0.00005

	Education (in years)
	0.010***
	0.010***

	
	0.0017
	0.0017

	Household type (ref. Single)
	
	
	
	

	Single with children
	-0.022
	-0.021

	
	0.0595
	0.0595

	With partner, no children
	0.135***
	0.134***

	
	0.0338
	0.0338

	With partner and children
	0.047
	0.047

	
	0.0368
	0.0368

	Occupation status (ref. Working)
	
	
	
	

	Not in labor force
	-0.113**
	-0.112**

	
	0.0368
	0.0368

	Student
	0.107
	0.114

	
	0.0808
	0.0807

	Unemployed
	-0.242***
	-0.316***

	
	0.0488
	0.0633

	Unemployed # ∆Unemployment
	
	0.019*

	
	
	0.0091

	EB=2015
	-0.179***
	-0.178***

	
	0.0359
	0.0359

	Constant
	-2.905***
	-2.895***

	
	0.3016
	0.3016

	Variance components
	
	

	Constant
	0.626
	0.626

	
	0.0859
	0.0859

	Slope
	
	

	
	
	

	Covariance
	
	

	
	
	

	N
	48,595 / 28
	48,595 / 28


Note: The table presents estimates from mixed-effects logistic regressions. ‡ p < 0.01, * p < 0.05, ** p < 0.01, *** p < 0.001

Note: Values of the dependent variable were imputed based on the following covariates: evaluation of the economic situation in respondent’s country, evaluation of the unemployment situation in respondent’s country, trust in official statistics, gender, age, square of age, education in year, household type, and fixed effects for country and survey year. 
Table 10
	
	(1)
	(2)

	
	unempl_correct_cat
	unempl_correct_cat

	Baseline information levels, 2007
	2.182*
	2.205**

	
	0.8681
	0.8390

	Female
	-0.367***
	-0.368***

	
	0.0317
	0.0318

	Age
	0.028***
	0.028***

	
	0.0058
	0.0059

	Age (sq.)
	-0.000***
	-0.000***

	
	0.0001
	0.0001

	Education (in years)
	0.005*
	0.005*

	
	0.0019
	0.0019

	Household type (ref. living alone)
	
	

	Single with children
	0.006
	0.011

	
	0.0719
	0.0720

	With partner, no children
	0.110**
	0.111**

	
	0.0390
	0.0391

	With partner and children
	0.056
	0.058

	
	0.0446
	0.0447

	Occupation status (ref. Working)
	
	

	Not in labor force
	-0.258*
	-0.238*

	
	0.1179
	0.1188

	Student
	-0.010
	0.021

	
	0.1429
	0.1440

	Unemployed
	-0.451***
	

	
	0.1239
	

	∆Unemployment since 2007
	0.166***
	0.162***

	
	0.0076
	0.0080

	Prior occupation (ref. Self-employed)
	
	

	Managers
	-0.137**
	-0.136**

	
	0.0525
	0.0525

	Other white collars
	-0.276***
	-0.276**

*

	
	0.0501
	0.0502

	Manual workers
	-0.437***
	-0.434***

	
	0.0578
	0.0579

	House persons
	-0.407**
	-0.413***

	
	0.1240
	0.1244

	Unemployed
	-0.213
	-0.134

	
	0.1341
	0.1473

	Retired
	-0.172
	-0.190

	
	0.1154
	0.1163

	Students
	0.080
	0.088

	
	0.6415
	0.6424

	EB=2015
	-0.325**
	-0.324**

	
	0.1158
	0.1161

	Working
	
	0.000

	
	
	.

	Unemployed
	
	-0.513***

	
	
	0.1524

	Unemployed # une_chng_crisis
	
	0.013

	
	
	0.0160

	Constant
	-2.398***
	-2.423***

	
	0.3256
	0.3198

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	N
	25725
	25725


Table 10. Electoral information: Baseline models
	
	(1)
	(2)
	(3)

	Baseline information levels
	
	1.011***
	0.978***

	
	
	0.1114
	0.1368

	Constant
	8.249***
	-0.146
	0.240

	
	0.0967
	0.9258
	1.1326

	FE for election year
	No
	No
	Yes

	Variance components
	
	
	

	Constant
	0.159
	0.0268
	0.041

	Residuals
	0.742
	0.742
	0.752

	N
	40,769
	40,769
	40,769


Note: Baseline models are used to estimate proportion of the variance at the country level and the variance explained by Baseline information levels at that level. See Fig. 4 for a plot of the country-level residuals. * p < 0.05, ** p < 0.01, *** p < 0.001

Table 11. Electoral information with absolute levels of unemployment at t-1

	
	(1)
	(2)

	Baseline information levels
	0.960***
	0.961***

	
	0.1507
	0.1328

	Unemployment rate, t-1
	0.014***
	0.013***

	
	0.0032
	0.0033

	Female
	-0.055***
	-0.055***

	
	0.0092
	0.0092

	Age
	0.003
	0.003

	
	0.0017
	0.0017

	Age (sq.)
	-0.000
	-0.000

	
	0.0000
	0.0000

	University degree
	0.236***
	0.235***

	
	0.0130
	0.0130

	Occupation status (ref. Working full-time)
	
	

	Not in labor force
	-0.083***
	-0.083***

	
	0.0137
	0.0137

	Student
	0.600***
	0.600***

	
	0.0825
	0.0825

	Works part time
	-0.031
	-0.032

	
	0.0177
	0.0177

	Unemployed
	-0.116***
	-0.210***

	
	0.0201
	0.0505

	Unemployment rate, t-1 x Unemployed
	
	0.012*

	
	
	0.0057

	Household type (ref. Single, no children)
	
	

	Single with children
	0.010
	0.009

	
	0.0378
	0.0378

	Partner, no children
	0.025
	0.024

	
	0.0133
	0.0133

	Partner, with children
	0.041**
	0.040**

	
	0.0153
	0.0153

	Constant
	0.185
	0.181

	
	1.2495
	1.1015

	Fixed effects election year
	Yes
	Yes

	Variance components
	
	

	Intercept
	0.044
	0.045

	Residual
	0.703
	0.703

	Unemployed
	
	0.003

	Covariance
	
	-0.011

	N
	35,295
	35,295


Note: The table presents estimates from mixed-effects logistic regressions. ‡ p < 0.01, * p < 0.05, ** p < 0.01, *** p < 0.001

Table 12. Electoral information: Placement of pre-existing parties (Models 1 and 2) and new parties and party coalitions (Models 3 and 4)
	
	(1)
	(2)
	(3)
	(4)

	Baseline information levels
	0.943***
	0.913***
	-0.010
	-0.006

	
	0.1488
	0.1437
	0.0372
	0.0354

	∆Unemployment rate since 2006
	0.006*
	0.005
	0.006***
	0.006***

	
	0.0031
	0.0031
	0.0006
	0.0006

	Female
	-0.061***
	-0.061***
	0.006**
	0.006**

	
	0.0093
	0.0093
	0.0019
	0.0019

	Age
	0.003
	0.003
	0.000
	0.000

	
	0.0017
	0.0017
	0.0003
	0.0003

	Age (sq.)
	-0.000
	-0.000
	0.000
	0.000

	
	0.0000
	0.0000
	0.0000
	0.0000

	University degree
	0.240***
	0.240***
	-0.004
	-0.004

	
	0.0132
	0.0132
	0.0026
	0.0026

	Occupation status (ref. Working full-time)
	
	
	
	

	Not in labor force
	-0.084***
	-0.085***
	0.001
	0.001

	
	0.0139
	0.0139
	0.0028
	0.0028

	Student
	0.606***
	0.608***
	-0.005
	-0.005

	
	0.0838
	0.0838
	0.0167
	0.0167

	Works part time
	-0.025
	-0.025
	-0.007
	-0.007

	
	0.0180
	0.0180
	0.0036
	0.0036

	Unemployed
	-0.117***
	-0.114***
	0.002
	0.001

	
	0.0205
	0.0214
	0.0041
	0.0043

	∆Unemployment x Unemployed
	
	0.006
	
	0.002

	
	
	0.0058
	
	0.0012

	Household type (ref. Single, no children)
	
	
	
	

	Single with children
	0.010
	0.010
	-0.000
	-0.001

	
	0.0384
	0.0384
	0.0076
	0.0076

	Partner, no children
	0.023
	0.023
	0.002
	0.002

	
	0.0136
	0.0136
	0.0027
	0.0027

	Partner, with children
	0.037*
	0.037*
	0.004
	0.004

	
	0.0155
	0.0155
	0.0031
	0.0031

	Constant
	0.427
	0.680
	0.073
	0.043

	
	1.2332
	1.1907
	0.3080
	0.2933

	Fixed effects election year
	
	
	
	

	Variance components
	
	
	
	

	Intercept
	0.042
	0.043
	0.003
	0.003

	Residual
	0.725
	0.725
	0.029
	0.029

	Unemployed
	
	0.001
	
	0.00001

	Covariance
	
	-0.005
	
	-0.003

	N
	35285
	35285
	35285
	35285


Note: The dependent variable is estimated based only on parties that competed in the previous electoral cycle. The table presents estimates from mixed-effects logistic regressions. ‡ p < 0.01, * p < 0.05, ** p < 0.01, *** p < 0.001

Table 13. Electoral information: ∆Unemployment from baseline wave 

	
	(1)
	(2)

	Baseline information levels
	0.929***
	0.899***

	
	0.1598
	0.1530

	∆Unemployment rate since baseline wave
	0.011***
	0.011***

	
	0.0030
	0.0030

	Female
	-0.055***
	-0.055***

	
	0.0092
	0.0092

	Age
	0.003
	0.003

	
	0.0017
	0.0017

	Age (sq.)
	-0.000
	-0.000

	
	0.0000
	0.0000

	University degree
	0.236***
	0.235***

	
	0.0130
	0.0130

	Occupation status (ref. Working full-time)
	
	

	Not in labor force
	-0.083***
	-0.084***

	
	0.0137
	0.0137

	Student
	0.600***
	0.602***

	
	0.0825
	0.0825

	Works part time
	-0.031
	-0.032

	
	0.0177
	0.0177

	Unemployed
	-0.116***
	-0.110***

	
	0.0201
	0.0214

	∆Unemployment x Unemployed
	
	0.003

	
	
	0.0043

	Household type (ref. Single, no children)
	
	

	Single with children
	0.010
	0.010

	
	0.0378
	0.0378

	Partner, no children
	0.025
	0.024

	
	0.0134
	0.0133

	Partner with children
	0.041**
	0.041**

	
	0.0153
	0.0153

	Constant
	0.537
	0.783

	
	1.3238
	1.2679

	Fixed effects for year
	Yes
	Yes

	Variance components
	
	

	Intercept
	0.049
	0.050

	Residual
	0.703
	0.703

	Unemployed
	
	0.001

	Covariance
	
	-0.006

	N
	35,295
	35,295


Note: Change in unemployment is estimated with respect to the year of the CSES wave used as pre-crisis baseline of information levels and lagged to t-1. The table presents estimates from mixed-effects logistic regressions. ‡ p < 0.01, * p < 0.05, ** p < 0.01, *** p < 0.001

Table 14. Electoral information: Country-level controls for electoral system 

	
	(1)
	(2)

	Baseline information levels
	1.646**
	1.540**

	
	0.5062
	0.4686

	∆Unemployment rate since 2006
	0.017***
	0.016***

	
	0.0032
	0.0032

	Female
	-0.055***
	-0.055***

	
	0.0092
	0.0092

	Age
	0.003
	0.003

	
	0.0017
	0.0017

	Age (sq.)
	-0.000
	-0.000

	
	0.0000
	0.0000

	University degree
	0.232***
	0.231***

	
	0.0130
	0.0130

	Occupation status (ref. Working full-time)
	
	

	Not in labor force
	-0.083***
	-0.084***

	
	0.0137
	0.0137

	Student
	0.601***
	0.602***

	
	0.0825
	0.0825

	Works part time
	-0.032
	-0.032

	
	0.0177
	0.0177

	Unemployed
	-0.117***
	-0.112***

	
	0.0201
	0.0214

	∆Unemployment x Unemployed
	
	0.003

	
	
	0.0043

	Household type (ref. Single, no children)
	
	

	Single with children
	0.010
	0.010

	
	0.0378
	0.0378

	Partner, no children
	0.025
	0.025

	
	0.0133
	0.0133

	Partner with children
	0.041**
	0.041**

	
	0.0153
	0.0153

	ENEP, log
	-0.489***
	-0.469***

	
	0.0935
	0.0909

	PR system
	0.104
	0.225

	
	0.4326
	0.3930

	Majoritarian system
	1.460*
	1.637**

	
	0.6419
	0.6015

	Bicameral legislature
	-0.029
	-0.083

	
	0.3349
	0.3077

	Compulsory voting
	.
	.

	
	
	

	Constant
	-4.771
	-4.004

	
	4.2353
	3.9224

	Fixed effects for year
	Yes
	Yes

	Variance components
	
	

	Intercept
	0.307
	0.295

	Residual
	0.702
	0.702

	Unemployed
	
	0.001

	Covariance
	
	-0.015

	N
	35,295
	35,295


Note: The table presents estimates from mixed-effects logistic regressions. ‡ p < 0.01, * p < 0.05, ** p < 0.01, *** p < 0.001

Table 15. Electoral information: Personal economic hardship operationalized as income quantile

	
	(1)
	(2)

	Baseline information levels
	0.937***
	0.903***

	
	0.1474
	0.1417

	∆Unemployment rate since 2006
	0.017***
	0.022***

	
	0.0032
	0.0064

	Female
	-0.064***
	-0.063***

	
	0.0100
	0.0100

	Age
	-0.001
	-0.001

	
	0.0018
	0.0018

	Age (sq.)
	0.000
	0.000

	
	0.0000
	0.0000

	University degree
	0.194***
	0.193***

	
	0.0141
	0.0141

	Occupation status (ref. Working full-time)
	
	

	Not in labor force
	-0.039*
	-0.039*

	
	0.0153
	0.0153

	Student
	0.367***
	0.365***

	
	0.0922
	0.0923

	Works part time
	0.018
	0.019

	
	0.0189
	0.0189

	Unemployed
	-0.031
	-0.037

	
	0.0225
	0.0226

	Income quantile
	0.060***
	0.065***

	
	0.0042
	0.0097

	∆Unemployment x Income
	
	-0.002

	
	
	0.0018

	Household type (ref. Single, no children)
	
	

	Single with children
	-0.033
	-0.023

	
	0.0398
	0.0398

	Partner, no children
	-0.048**
	-0.032*

	
	0.0152
	0.0157

	Partner with children
	-0.038*
	-0.019

	
	0.0174
	0.0178

	Constant
	0.448
	0.693

	
	1.2219
	1.1750

	Fixed effects for year
	Yes
	Yes

	Variance components
	
	

	Intercept
	0.041
	0.068

	Residual
	0.662
	0.661

	Income quantile
	
	0.001

	Covariance
	
	-0.006

	N
	28,475
	28,475


Note: The table presents estimates from mixed-effects logistic regressions. ‡ p < 0.01, * p < 0.05, ** p < 0.01, *** p < 0.001

Table 16. Electoral information: Control for Voted for PM’s party or governing incumbent party

	
	(1)
	(2)
	(3)
	(4)

	Voted PM’s party
	0.032**
	0.032**
	
	

	
	0.0123
	0.0123
	
	

	Voted for incumbent party
	
	
	0.070***
	0.070***

	
	
	
	0.0105
	0.0105

	Baseline information levels
	0.970***
	0.961***
	0.980***
	0.987***

	
	0.1843
	0.1841
	0.1954
	0.1952

	∆Unemployment rate since 2006
	0.012***
	0.011***
	0.014***
	0.013***

	
	0.0030
	0.0030
	0.0030
	0.0030

	Female
	-0.039***
	-0.039***
	-0.050***
	-0.050***

	
	0.0098
	0.0098
	0.0095
	0.0095

	Age
	0.002
	0.003
	0.003
	0.003

	
	0.0018
	0.0018
	0.0017
	0.0017

	Age (sq.)
	-0.000
	-0.000
	-0.000
	-0.000

	
	0.0000
	0.0000
	0.0000
	0.0000

	University degree
	0.226***
	0.225***
	0.237***
	0.236***

	
	0.0139
	0.0139
	0.0132
	0.0132

	Occupation status (ref. Working full-time)
	
	
	
	

	Not in labor force
	-0.072***
	-0.073***
	-0.074***
	-0.074***

	
	0.0149
	0.0149
	0.0144
	0.0144

	Student
	0.522***
	0.524***
	0.549***
	0.552***

	
	0.0902
	0.0902
	0.0870
	0.0870

	Works part time
	-0.041*
	-0.040*
	-0.028
	-0.028

	
	0.0199
	0.0199
	0.0181
	0.0181

	Unemployed
	-0.118***
	-0.121***
	-0.118***
	-0.118***

	
	0.0206
	0.0207
	0.0204
	0.0205

	∆Unemployment x Unemployed
	
	0.012*
	
	0.011

	
	
	0.0056
	
	0.0056

	Household type (ref. Single, no children)
	
	
	
	

	Partner, no children
	-0.018
	-0.018
	-0.016
	-0.016

	
	0.0394
	0.0394
	0.0385
	0.0385

	Partner with children
	0.020
	0.020
	0.016
	0.015

	
	0.0137
	0.0137
	0.0137
	0.0137

	Partner with children
	0.035*
	0.034*
	0.032*
	0.031*

	
	0.0159
	0.0159
	0.0156
	0.0156

	Constant
	0.178
	0.251
	0.097
	0.037

	
	1.5340
	1.5327
	1.6269
	1.6249

	Variance components
	
	
	
	

	Intercept
	0.0573
	0.0573
	0.0648
	0.0652

	Residual
	0.6510
	0.6509
	0.6520
	0.6519

	Unemployed
	
	0.00003
	
	0.0001

	Covariance
	
	0.0014
	
	-0.0018

	N
	28,750
	28,750
	30,914
	30,914


Table 17. Economic information: Controls for prior occupation

	
	(1)
	(2)

	Baseline information levels
	2.100*
	2.108*

	
	0.8643
	0.8366

	Female
	-0.366***
	-0.367***

	
	0.0258
	0.0258

	Age
	0.032***
	0.032***

	
	0.0050
	0.0050

	Age (sq.)
	-0.000***
	-0.000***

	
	0.0000
	0.0000

	University degree
	0.010***
	0.010***

	
	0.0017
	0.0017

	Household type (ref. Single, no children)
	
	

	Partner, no children
	-0.030
	-0.028

	
	0.0607
	0.0608

	Partner with children
	0.136***
	0.135***

	
	0.0335
	0.0335

	Partner with children
	0.049
	0.049

	
	0.0360
	0.0360

	Occupation status (ref. Working)
	
	

	Not in labor force
	-0.153***
	-0.152***

	
	0.0384
	0.0384

	Student
	0.093
	0.097

	
	0.0829
	0.0828

	Unemployed
	-0.395***
	-0.387***

	
	0.0817
	0.0844

	Unemployed x ∆Unemployment
	
	0.028*

	
	
	0.0125

	∆Unemployment since 2007
	0.159***
	0.157***

	
	0.0065
	0.0066

	Prior occupation (ref. working)
	
	

	Self-employed
	0.399**
	0.234

	
	0.1489
	0.1642

	Managers
	0.133
	-0.055

	
	0.1541
	0.1739

	Other white collar
	0.076
	-0.111

	
	0.1199
	0.1421

	Manual workers
	-0.011
	-0.217

	
	0.2336
	0.2490

	Other: House, Retired, Student
	-0.220
	-0.538

	
	0.3411
	0.3712

	Wave 2015
	-0.355***
	-0.343***

	
	0.0371
	0.0374

	Constant
	-2.911***
	-2.912***

	
	0.3093
	0.3029

	Variance components
	
	

	Intercept
	0.4181
	0.4228

	
	0.1143
	.1156

	Unemployed
	
	0.0042

	
	
	0.0085

	Covariance
	
	-0.0422

	
	
	0.0440

	N
	36348
	36348


Figures
Figure 1
. Economic information: Caterpillar plot of country-level residuals with 95% confidence intervals
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Note: The caterpillar plot shows country-level residuals from Model 3 in Table 3 for each country-year. These residuals represent departures from the overall mean (horizontal line at 0). Four country-years stand out as outliers: Slovenia-2009, Slovenia-2015, Poland-2009 and Poland-2015 (bottom left).

Figure 2. Predicted probability of economic information by wealth
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Note: Predicted probabilities of economic information by change in unemployment and wealth (1.5 standard deviations below and above the mean). When unemployment increases by more than 3%, there predicted probabilities for the two groups are not statistically different. Estimations are based on Model 3 in Table 7.
Figure 3. Predicted probability of economic information by difficulty paying bills
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Note: Predicted probabilities of economic information by difficulty paying bills (Almost never and Most of the time). When unemployment increases by more than 2%, there predicted probabilities for the two groups are not statistically different. Estimations are based on Model 4 in Table 7.
Figure 4. Electoral information: Caterpillar plot of country-level residuals with 95% confidence intervals
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Note: The caterpillar plot shows country-level residuals from Model 3 in Table 8 for each election. These residuals represent departures from the overall mean (horizontal line at 0). No country-years stand out as outliers.
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