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N-DIMENSIONAL ZERO-HOPF BIFURCATION OF POLYNOMIAL
DIFFERENTIAL SYSTEMS VIA AVERAGING THEORY OF SECOND ORDER
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ABSTRACT. Using the averaging theory of second order we study the limit cycles which bifurcate
from a zero-Hopf equilibrium point of polynomial vector fields with cubic nonlinearities in R™.
We prove that there are at least 3”2 limit cycles bifurcating from such zero-Hopf equilibrium
points. Moreover we provide an examples in dimension 6 showing that this number of limit cycles
is reached.

1. INTRODUCTION AND STATEMENT OF THE MAIN RESULT

Our goal is to study the limit cycles that bifurcate from a zero-Hopf equilibrium of polynomial
differential systems in R™ with cubic nonlinearities by using the averaging theory.

In [5] the authors studied the Hopf bifurcation in dimension n > 2, by using the first order
averaging method. They proved that at least 2773 limit cycles can bifurcate from one singularity
with eigenvalues +bi and n — 2 zeros, i.e. from a zero-Hopf equilibrium of R™. They proved for the
first time that the number of bifurcated limit cycles in a Hopf bifurcation can grow exponentially
with the dimension of the system. For a general information about Hopf bifurcations see [7].

In [2] the authors studied the occurrence of the limit cycles bifurcating from the origin of a
differential system with cubic homogeneous nonlinearities in R*. The authors proved that there are
at most 9 = 3*~2 limit cycles.

In this paper we investigate the limit cycles bifurcating in a zero-Hopf bifurcation at the origin
of coordinates of the following cubic polynomial differential systems in R™
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where k =3,...,n.

Our main result is the following.

Theorem 1. Consider the differential systems (1) in R™ with n > 2. Applying to these systems
the averaging theory of second order they can exhibit at least 3"~ 2 limit cycles bifurcating from the
zero-Hopf equilibrium point localized at the origin of coordinates when € = 0.

In the next corollary we provide a differential system (1) in R® exhibiting the maximum number
of limit cycles stated in Theorem 1.
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Corollary 2. Consider the polynomial differential system
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Zg = qeiw— w3 +e(—vP + 2%+ yP).

It has 81 limit cycles bifurcating from the zero—Hopf equilibrium localized at the origin of coordinates
when € = 0.

2. THE AVERAGING THEORY OF FIRST AND SECOND ORDER

The aim of this section is to present the averaging theory of first and second order as it was
developed in [1, 3, 4]. The following result is Theorem 4.2 of [1].

Theorem 3. We consider the following differential system
(2) i(t) = eFy(t,x) + 2 Fa(t, ) + e*R(t, z, €),

where Fi,Fo : Rx D — R" R:R x D x (—¢f,e¢) = R™ are continuous functions, T-periodic in
the first variable, and D is an open subset of R™. Assume that the following hypotheses (i) and (i7)
hold. We assume:

(i) F1, Fy, R are locally Lipschitz with respect to x, Fy(t,.) € CY(D) for allt € R, and R is
differentiable with respect to €. We define f1, fo: D — R™ as

fiz) = %/0 Fi(s,z)ds

T s
fa(z) = %/0 [DZFl(s,z)/o Fi(t,z)dt + Fa(s,2)| ds.

(if) For V. .C D an open and bounded set and for each ¢ € (—ey,e¢) \ {0}, there exists a € V
such that f1(a) +efa(a) =0 and dg(fi1 +f2,V,a) # 0.

Then for |e| > 0 sufficiently small there exists a T-periodic solution ¢(-,&) of the system (4) such
that ¢(0,e) — a when € — 0.

Where dg(f1 +¢f2,V,0) denotes the Brouwer degree of the function f; 4+ fs in the neighborhood
V of zero. Tt is known that if the function f; +¢f2 is C! then it is sufficient to check that det(D(f; +
efa(a:))) # 0 in order to have that dg(f1 + €f2,V,0) # 0, for more details see [6].

For additional information on the averaging theory see the books [8, 10].
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3. PROOF OF THEOREM 1

We consider the polynomial differential system (1) with cubic nonlinearities in R™. By doing the
scaling (z,y,23...,2n) = (eX,eY,eZ5...,eZ,), system (1) becomes
(4) ,
X = (a1 +a9e®)X — (b+bie + b)Y + - Sl >yt Tt XY R ZE 70
=0  i1t..+i,=3
2
Y = (b + b1€ + b2€2)X + (Cl15 + a2€2)Y + g Zﬁj Z 611+"'+Z"bj’7;1 77777 inX“YZZZ? . Z:l",
Jj=0  d1+..+in=3
Zi= (et ez + = Zef S et Xygn 7l
J 0 i1+ +ip=3

for k= 3,...,n. Since we have i; + ... = 3, then g1t Tin = 3. We write system (4) as

2
X = (me+ae)X — (b+be+be)Y +e2> &/ > a0, XYRZ8 .7,
Jj=0  d1t..+in=3
2

(5) Y= (b+bie+be?)X + (me+a?)Y +e2y &/ > b, i, XYRZP L Zi
7j=0  d1t..+in=3
2
Zi= (et Pz +2> e N AN xnygp Lz,
7j=0  d1+..+ip,=3

for k = 3,...,n. We pass now to the cylindric coordinates (X,Y, Z3, ..., Z,) = (pcos8, psin@,nz, ..., nn),

system (5) becomes

2
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J=0  irt..tin=3

2
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2
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. k .
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for k =3,...,n. We take 0 as the new independent variable in the neighborhood of (p, z3, ..., zn) =
(0,0,...,0), and system (6) writes

CTZ = %p+ 6b<cos6. Z ‘ Q0,iy,... in (pcos 9)2 (pslne)lz n;n
i1+ i, =3
a1b .
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d?]k ec 62 k i1 i1 % k b1
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14 Fin=3

where k=3,...,n
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By using the notation of Theorem 3, i.e.

r=z = (9;P7773a---777n)7
t o= o,
Fl(tvm) = (F11(9;P77]3;~~77]n)7F12(97P>7737~~~»ﬂn);Fla(eaPaTI&~~~a77n)»~~~»Fln(9:P7773a-~777n))»
Fg(t,.%') = (FQl(aaanBa-~~a77n)7F22(07977)37---777n)aF23(Hapa773a“~ann)7'",FQR(Gap’nva""nn))?
T = 2,
where
(3) (n)
ar c
F, = A/ T
1 <bp7 b 13, " 7771)
1 ) o )
F = <b(COS(9 Z a0y ....in (pcos0)t (psin @) 2ns ...y
i14...+i,=3

) o ) b
+sin @ Z bo,iy,....i, (pCcos0)t (psin)2nsd ... g + agp — albl>7

i1+ +in=3
1 (3) (o riaris iy 3 b
3 Z Coiy.in (PCOSO)  (psind)?nz® ..o + ey — =5 )
ietin=3
(n)
1 . P . cy’b
b( Sl (peosO) (psing) i iy + o — S )
i1+ +in=3
where k =3,...,n.

We calculate the averaged function of the first order

1 27
fl(P;UB»---;Un):Q*/ F1(97p77737~"777’n)d07
T Jo

and we get

fl(PaUBw-';Un): )

The unique solution of f1(p, N3, ..., 7m) = (0,0,...,0) with respect to p,ns, ..., 0, 18 (0,3, . ., ) =
(0,0,...,0). Then the averaging theory of the first order can not provide information about the
existence of the periodic solutions. To pass to the second order, we make the first averaged function

identically null, i.e. we take a; = cgk) =0for k=3,...,n.

We calculate the averaged function of the second order using the formula (3). We get

1 2w
f2(p57]37"-a77n):27/ F2(9aP7773a---777n)d97
T Jo
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because Fy (6, p,m3,...,1m,) = (0,0,...,0), where

1" ,
far(pymzs oo smn) = Py <COS9 Z @,y ...,in (pcos0) (psin 9)12 77:1"
0 i1+ Hin=3
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i1t +in=3
1
= I
e ® ; (k)
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= —I
orb’ %
where k= 3,...,n, and

27
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0
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where k = 3,...,n. Then the averaged function of the second order is
fo1 = 30 [8(12 + (a0,1,2,0,..0 + bo,2,1,0,...0 + 3(a0,3,0,...0 + b0,0,3,0,...0)) "
+ Z 0,105, 115" 11" + Z bo,o,1,i3..inn§3..nfﬁ],
i1t Fin =2 i1t Fin =2
L(s (k) ; (k) in
far = Qb(p < Z €0,2,0,i5. ,zn773 cmy Z €0,0,2,is,. ,zn773 M
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& .
203 el iy )nk>
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where k=3,...,n
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Now we solve the system of the averaged functions of the second order with respect to p,n3, ..., 7.
First we isolate the expression of p? from fo; = 0, and we obtain

8ag + E 01,050, 15 T+ E b0,0,1,i5..i, 13" T
9 i1t tin=2 i1 tin=2

PP =
@0,1,2,0,..,0 + bo,2,1,0,...0 + 3(a0,3,0,...0 + b0,0,3.,0,...0)
After we substitute the expression of p? in fa, = 0 for k = 3,...,n. By using the Bezout Theorem
(see [9]) we obtain that these functions admit at most 3"~2 real zeros (p*,n}) for k= 1,...,3""2

Since the coefficients of the system fo,, = 0 are independent, we can take these 3”2 real zeros with
the coordinate p positive. Therefore, going back through the changes of coordinates, these zeros
provide at least 3" 2 periodic solutions bifurcating from the zero-Hopf equilibrium at the origin of
coordinates. Note that since the number of zeros are the maximum number provided by the Bezout

Theorem the determinants
0
det( éfm,f%) )
) (pmi)=(p* 1)

are non-zero for k =1,...,3" 2,

This completes the proof of Theorem 1.

4. PROOF OF THE COROLLARY 2

We consider the cubic polynomial differential system (2). By doing the scaling, passing to the
cylindrical coordinates (pcosf, psin6,n3,n4,15,76) and taking 6 as the new independent variable,
we get that the functions Fs;(6, p,n3,m4,15,m6) for j =1,...,5 are

Fo1(0, 0,03, 4515, M6) = *30(02(6005 0" —Tcos6 +2) — 1),
Fo2(0, p,m35ma,m5,m6) = *%TIB(?ﬁg -9),

Fo3(0, p,m3ma,m5,m6) = %774(773 =3),

Foy(0, p,n3, 14,055 06) = —=15(205 — 9),

Fos(6, p, 3,04, m5,m6) = —ng + EWG-

We integrate these last functions from 0 to 27, and we get the averaged functions of the second
order f2(Pa773>77477757776) = f?j for .] = 07 cee 75

fa = —ép(392 —4),
foo = —%773(277:% -9),
Jaz = %774(773 =3),

Joa = *éﬁs(Qng -9),
Jos = —%76(4773 - 1).

We solve the system of the averaged functions of the second order
(f21, f22, f23, f2a, f25) = (0,0,0,0,0) with respect to p,m3,n4,75 and ne, we get 81 solutions z; =
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The determinants

(pr.mi *))
and 9. All of these determinants are non-zero.

So there are 81 limit cycles bifurcating from the zero Hopf-equilibrium localized at the origin of

coordinates.

(em?)

A(p,n?)

det (a(f217 f227 f237 f24>

9

9

D _ 99 _9_9
16> 84>

evaluated at the zeros are given by

2

8
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5. CONCLUSION

Using the averaging theory of the second order we show that the number of the limit cycles
bifurcating from a zero-Hopf equilibrium point of a polynomial differential systems with cubic non-
linearities increases at least exponentially as 3”2 if n is the dimension of the differential system.
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