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Skin cancer special issue in Skin Health and Disease

Skin cancer is a major health issue since it is the most
common cancer worldwide and its incidence is rising
year after year.1–4 Although most skin cancers are non‐
lethal, they lead to significant morbidity and high treat-
ment costs. Therefore, primary prevention strategies,
such as sun prevention, or secondary prevention stra-
tegies, including early detection using dermoscopy or
reflectance confocal microscopy, are crucial.1,5–7

In addition, certain skin cancers, including mela-
noma, squamous cell carcinoma or Merkel cell carci-
noma can be very aggressive and result in significant
mortality.8,9 This has been especially significant during
the COVID‐19 pandemic where mortality rates related to
skin cancers have increased, potentially due to delayed
detection resulting in more advanced tumours.10 Hence,
it is crucial to ensure skin cancer screening and surveil-
lance in order to improve detection and treatment.

In this special issue of Skin Health and Disease we
aimed to highlight the complexity of skin cancers by
publishing a wide array of manuscripts covering different
aspects related to skin cancers, ranging from primary
prevention strategies related to sun education,11 ge-
netics,12 and epidemiology13–16 to surgical17,18 and non‐
surgical19–21 treatments. From these papers, we would
like to highlight some hot topics such as the paper from
Borg et al17 evaluating the impact of the COVID‐19
pandemic in the surgical management of skin cancers
on the head and neck area in elderly patients. Another
relevant paper evaluates the impact of 3D total photog-
raphy, a novel system developed to screen populations
at high risk for skin cancer, in terms of skin cancers
excised and the histopathology outcomes.18 We have
left some room for non‐invasive skin imaging such as
reflectance confocalmicroscopywhichhasbeenusedby
Han et al20 to monitor the treatment of lentiginous mel-
anoma with imiquimod.

Additionally, we did not forget to include studies
describing rare tumours or rare associations such as
cutaneous metastatic endometrial carcinoma,22 a
comprehensive review of malignant chondroid syrin-
goma,14 or a systematic review about the association
between melanoma and genital lichen sclerosus.13 We

believe that a better knowledge of infrequent skin can-
cers is of utmost importance in order to improve the un-
derstanding and management of such tumours.

We also aimed to advance understanding of how skin
cancer presents in different ethnicities with a manuscript
comparing the melanoma outcomes in black versus
white patients.16 Although most skin cancers are rare in
non‐white populations, most studies to date have
focussed on white populations resulting in a knowledge
bias that is essential to address.

Due to its high incidence and large heterogeneity in
terms of clinical presentation and management, skin
cancer continues to be a trending topic. In the last
years, this has resulted in an improved understanding
of the genetic pathways of skin tumours, the develop-
ment of efficacious medical treatments such as immu-
notherapy and targeted therapies, and the advent of
novel treatment strategies such as neoadjuvant ap-
proaches. We hope this issue will reflect this exciting
time in skin cancer research and encourage more
research to improve patient outcomes.
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