
Olympic
An

Mosaic



An
Olympic
Mosaic

OLIMPIC_ING_CS4.indd   1OLIMPIC_ING_CS4.indd   1 06/06/11   11:4306/06/11   11:43



Editors
Emilio Fernández Peña, Berta Cerezuela, Miquel Gómez 
Benosa, Chris Kennett, Miquel de Moragas Spà.

Publishers
Ajuntament de Barcelona 
and Centre d’Estudis Olímpics 
de la Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona

Barcelona City Council Publications Board
Ignasi Cardelús, Enric Casas, Eduard Vicente, Jordi Martí, 
Màrius Rubert, Jordi Campillo, Glòria Figuerola, Víctor 
Gimeno, Joan A. Dalmau, Carme Gibert, José Pérez Freijo.

Translation and Language Correction
Steve Norris, UAB Servei d’Idiomes Moderns, Anna Baldirà

Design and Layout
Mireia Rocher, Ramon G. Sedó, 

Publishing and Printing
Direcció d’Imatge i Serveis Editorials
wwww.bcn.cat/publicacions

© Of the publication: Ajuntament de Barcelona and Centre 
d’Estudis Olímpics de la Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona
© Of the texts: The authors
ISBN Ajuntament de Barcelona: 978-84-9850-317-3
ISBN Centre d’Estudis Olímpics 978-84-938759-2-3
Legal Deposit: B: 23138-2011
April 2011
Printed on paper from sustainable sources 

Acknowledgments
This book has been published within the framework of 
celebrations marking the 20th anniversary of the Olympic 
Studies Centre at the Autonomous University of Barcelona 
(CEO-UAB), which was founded in June 1989.
We would like to express our thanks to all the people and 
institutions that, in one way or another, have helped to make 
this project a reality. 
And, in particular, to CEO-UAB co-founder Barcelona 
City Council, which has made the printing of this 
publication possible. 

The contents of this book may not be reproduced in whole or 
in part, or recorded or transmitted by an information retrieval 
system in any form or by any means, whether photomechanical, 
photochemical, electronic, photocopying or otherwise, without 
prior written permission from the publishers.

Centre d’Estudis Olímpics (CEO-UAB)
Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona
Campus UAB — Edifi ci N, planta 1
E-08193 Bellaterra (Cerdanyola del Vallès)
Barcelona, Catalunya — Spain
Tel. +34 93 581 19 92
Fax: +34 93 581 21 39
ceoie@uab.cat 
http://ceo.uab.cat

OLIMPIC_ING_CS4.indd   2OLIMPIC_ING_CS4.indd   2 02/06/11   11:1702/06/11   11:17



An
Olympic
Mosaic

Editors

Emilio Fernández Peña

Berta Cerezuela 

Miquel Gómez Benosa

Chris Kennett

Miquel de Moragas Spà

OLIMPIC_ING_CS4.indd   3OLIMPIC_ING_CS4.indd   3 06/06/11   11:4406/06/11   11:44



Contents
Foreword ............................................................................................................................................................... 9
Ana Ripoll 

Preface................................................................................................................................................................. 11

Alejandro Blanco

Introduction  ........................................................................................................................................................ 13
Emilio Fernández Peña
 
The Academic Reasons for an Olympic Studies Centre at the University .................................................... 19
Miquel de Moragas

Origins and Evolution of an Olympic Studies Centre
The Origins of CEO-UAB, 1989-1994 ................................................................................................................ 31
Muriel Ladrón de Guevara

The Management of Information and Documentation at a Research Centre Service:
The CEO-UAB Information and Documentation Service (IDS) ....................................................................... 39

Berta Cerezuela and Pilar Cid Leal

The Olympic Movement and the Academic World .......................................................................................... 47
Nuria Puig Brandes

CEO-UAB as a Driving Force for Olympic Studies..........................................................................................57
Testimonies by international experts, valuing the legacy of CEO-UAB: 

• Deanna Binder (Institute for Olympic Education at the University of Alberta) .............................................................58

• Susan Brownell (University of Missouri, St. Louis) .......................................................................................................59

• Richard Cashman (University of Technology, Sydney) .................................................................................................60

• Laurence Chalip (University of Texas at Austin) ...........................................................................................................61

• Gabriel Colomé (Opinion Studies Centre, Government of Catalonia ) ..........................................................................62

• Lamartine P. DaCosta (Gama Filho University) ............................................................................................................63

• Conrado Durántez (Spanish Olympic Academy) ...........................................................................................................64

OLIMPIC_ING_CS4.indd   5OLIMPIC_ING_CS4.indd   5 02/06/11   11:1702/06/11   11:17



• Kang Shin-Pyo (Inje University) .....................................................................................................................................65

• Bruce Kidd (University of Toronto) ................................................................................................................................66

• John J. MacAloon (University of Chicago) ....................................................................................................................67

• Andy Miah (University of the West of Scotland) ............................................................................................................68

• Roy Panagiotopoulou (National and Kapodistrian University of Athens) .....................................................................69

• Hai Ren (Beijing University of Physical Education) .......................................................................................................70

• Nancy K. Rivenburgh (University of Washington) ........................................................................................................71

• Otto J. Shantz (University of Koblenz-Landau) .............................................................................................................72

The 1992 Olympic Games
Juan Antonio Samaranch, Pasqual Maragall and Josep Miquel Abad Talk about the Legacy
of the Barcelona’92 Olympics 10 Years after the Event .................................................................................. 77

Miquel Botella and Miquel de Moragas

The Shadow of Barcelona .................................................................................................................................. 87
Isidre Rigau

The Olympic Ceremonies at Barcelona’ 92: The vast smorgasbord of media images ................................ 97
Núria Garcia

The Cultural Olympiad of Barcelona’92. Lights and Shadows. Lessons for the Future ........................... 103
Miquel de Moragas

Knowledge and the Barcelona Olympics: Preservation of and access to the memory of the Barcelona’92
Olympic Games through documentary sources ........................................................................................... 115
Berta Cerezuela

Barcelona’92 and the Study of the Olympic Legacy ..................................................................................... 123
Chris Kennett

OLIMPIC_ING_CS4.indd   6OLIMPIC_ING_CS4.indd   6 02/06/11   11:1702/06/11   11:17



Key Topics of Olympism

Television and the Olympic Games: Symbiosis, globality and the construction of meaning .................. 133

Emilio Fernández Peña and Ibone Lallana del Rio

New Media and the Olympic Games:
The Olympic Movement and the Social Web in the dissemination of messages ....................................... 143
Emilio Fernández Peña
 
The Cultural Dimension of Olympic Games: Ceremonies
and Cultural Olympiads as Platforms for Sustainable Cultural Policy  ...................................................... 153
Beatriz Garcia

Volunteers as a Variable in the Success of the Olympic Games in the 21st Century ................................. 165
Anna Belén Moreno Vílchez 

Olympism and Gender Studies ....................................................................................................................... 173
Natividad Ramajo and Ibone Lallana del Rio

Post-Olympic Barcelona: Sport and multiculturalism .................................................................................. 181  

Chris Kennett

Educational Dimension of the Olympic Games ............................................................................................. 189
Berta Cerezuela

Study of Olympic Urban Planning: Research assessment and future outlook .......................................... 199
Francesc Muñoz

Analysis of the Economic Impact of the Olympic Games ............................................................................ 211
Ferran Brunet

OLIMPIC_ING_CS4.indd   7OLIMPIC_ING_CS4.indd   7 02/06/11   11:1702/06/11   11:17



9

Foreword
Ana Ripoll Aracil
Rector of the Autonomous University of Barcelona

As Rector of the Autonomous University of Barcelona (UAB), it gives me great satisfaction to write the foreword of the book 
celebrating the 20th anniversary of the Olympic Studies Centre (CEO), which was founded on 28 June 1989 with the approval 
of the Governing Council of the UAB. 

Since then, CEO-UAB has grown, and its scientifi c know-how and direction have become consolidated, thus making it a 
point of reference in the international network of Olympic studies. This is due its proven ability to collaborate with the Ol-
ympic Movement and with various Catalan, Spanish and international sports bodies on the academic, scientifi c and cultural 
dissemination of Olympism.

For those unaware of its background, it is worth recalling that CEO-UAB is the result of a dream: a dream come true for 
Catalan society when Barcelona was chosen as the host city for the 1992 Olympic Summer Games. The enthusiasm aroused 
by the fact that Barcelona would be staging the 1992 Games also permeated through to the academic world. Thus, CEO-UAB 
emerged as a space for analysis and refl ection on Olympism, a unique phenomenon in contemporary history that, besides 
its implications for sport, has a signifi cant impact on areas as diverse as the economy, urban planning, culture, politics and 
society. It was a truly local initiative driven by Dr Miquel de Moragas Spà at the UAB and, right from the start, its character 
was marked by three defi ning traits: pluralism, an international vocation and the desire to carry out multidisciplinary research. 

Over the years, CEO-UAB has been the spearhead of our university in its desire to contribute to and promote the values and 
ideals of peace that both Olympism and sport represent. However, as a higher education and research institution, the UAB 
decided to do this by studying Olympism primarily as a social and cultural phenomenon of 20th and 21st-century society. No 
other sporting event arouses so much passion, brings together so many viewers in front of their television sets or serves to 
globally exalt the new Olympic gods of sport. Like the celebration of an Olympic Games, there are few events that decisively 
contribute to the transformation of a city. It is thanks to the Olympic truce, which manages to enhance international relations 
between nations, that differences are played out on fi elds and tracks or in pools and boats. 

These and many more topics are studied by CEO-UAB researchers and conserved at the Documentation Centre, which contains 
a remarkable collection of documents, in all sorts of formats, on Olympism and especially on the Barcelona’92 Olympic Games. 
Consequently it is providing an invaluable service of keeping the memory and legacy of those Games alive. This documentation 
can be accessed via the CEO-UAB website. Back in 1996, CEO-UAB pioneered the use of the Internet by creating a website 
designed to act as big reading room open to the world, making all kinds of documents on Barcelona’92 available to everyone. 

For all these reasons, it is only logical that, from the very beginning, all the UAB’s Rectors have placed their trust in it. These 
include Ramón Pascual, who was Rector when CEO-UAB was founded, Josep Maria Vallès, Carles Solà, Lluís Ferrer and, 
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most recently, myself. Consequently, we have renewed and maintained our support for this project, which allows our univer-
sity to have a research centre of international renown in the fi eld of Olympic studies. 

CEO-UAB is not a closed research centre set in the UAB campus. Quite the opposite in fact; since 1989, the CEO-UAB 
Board has been formed by the university, Barcelona City Council, Barcelona Provincial Council and the Spanish Olympic 
Committee. In addition, the Government of Catalonia joined the Board in 2002, represented by the Secretariat General for 
Sport. This is demonstrative of the consensus that this project generates; it has managed to involve the main Olympism and 
sports-related institutions from Catalonia and Spain. Along the same lines, it is worth noting CEO-UAB’s agreements and 
collaborations, for the promotion of education and research projects, with a variety of institutions, such as the Barcelona 
Olympic Foundation, the National Institute of Physical Education of Catalonia (INEFC) and the Spanish National Sports 
Council, among others. 

The magnifi cent relationship that CEO-UAB has managed to build with the International Olympic Committee (IOC) based in 
Lausanne deserves a special mention. It is a clear example of necessary and positive cooperation that needs to be cultivated 
between the Olympic Movement and universities, particularly in the fi eld of social sciences and humanities, to which CEO-
UAB has dedicated the majority of its research efforts. As an example of such collaboration, we could highlight the joint 
organisation of international symposiums with the Olympic Museum Lausanne, the co-edition of specialist publications on 
Olympism and its impact on society, and the various commissions to undertake research of strategic interest to the IOC that 
CEO-UAB has received. Another relevant chapter of such cooperation was the creation of the International Chair in Olymp-
ism in 1995, which is managed by CEO-UAB through an agreement, signed by the then Rector Carles Solà and the former 
President of the IOC, the late Juan Antonio Samaranch.

For the UAB, CEO-UAB’s existence has represented a link with the Olympic Movement and with its internationally recog-
nised symbol: the Olympic rings. It also inspired the creation of the fi rst academic version of an Olympic mascot. With the 
IOC’s permission, the Academic Cobi, designed by Javier Mariscal, has become a symbol of CEO-UAB, an emblem dis-
seminated across all fi ve continents thanks to academic collaborations with universities worldwide. 

Last but not least, I would like to personally thank Dr Miquel de Moragas Spà for his work as director of CEO-UAB, from 
the time it was founded to 2009. He was the inspirational force and the alma mater of the centre, as I have mentioned. He 
could be described as true visionary who decided that the staging of 1992 Olympic Games was an opportunity for the city 
of Barcelona that had to be embraced by the scientifi c community. Judging by the results, that was indeed what happened. 
Therefore, I would also like to thank and congratulate the documentalists for having achieved extraordinary documentary 
holdings, as well as the researchers of the UAB and of many other universities around the world who have collaborated on 
numerous academic and research projects promoted by CEO-UAB. Without their involvement, we would not have achieved 
the international visibility and respect that we have gained over these 20 years of existence.

I only hope that CEO-UAB continues to celebrate many more anniversaries with the same drive, determination and commit-
ment to research and to the transfer of knowledge to society. And, of course, on behalf of the UAB, I would like to thank all 
the institutions and people mentioned in this foreword for their support and collaboration. This anniversary would not have 
been possible without them. 

Congratulations to everyone!
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