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Catalogue legend

This catalogue includes all the lithic artefacts found 
at the Solana del Bepo mine up to year 2015. They 
come from different sources: the Vilaseca collection 
(n 72), those recovered by the territorial archaeologist 
of Lleida, Josep Gallart (n 9), and one deposited in 
the Centre for Falset Studies (n 1). All these pieces, 
except the last, are today kept in the Salvador Vila-

seca Museum of Archaeology in Reus. The catalogue 
consists of 82 index cards in landscape format, each 
containing a description of their main technological 
features and, in some cases, a drawing of the artefact 
(technological documentation, numbers 1 and 2). In 
the second half of the index card, a different kind 
of photographic documentation is shown (photographic 
documentation, numbers 3 and 4):

Technological documentation Photographic documentation
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Technological documentation (1)

Inventory number: 
The inventory number is preceded by BEP-, refer-

ring to the archaeological site of La Solana del Bepo. 
The inventory numbers are organised from lowest to 
highest. In the case of the pieces belonging to the 
Vilaseca collection, the numbers are the same as 
those used to record them in the Salvador Vilaseca 
Museum of Archaeology in Reus. The nine pieces 
provided by Josep Gallart, from more recent visits to 
the site, are numbered BEP-N01 to BEP-N09. Finally 
the artefact belonging to the Centre for Falset Studies 
is identifi ed as CEF-SN.

Lithology:
Rock type, based on macroscopic observation and 

in some cases on thin section analysis.

Weight:
In grams (g).

Dimensions:
Length, width and thickness in millimetres (mm).

Preservation:
Preservation of the piece, taking into account that 

it is divided into three parts (1/3, 2/3, 3/3). If the 
piece is not completely preserved, the missing part 
is mentioned.

Artefact type:
In the case of picks, together with the name of the 

artefact type, the type of blank (massive or fl at) has 
also been specifi ed, in order to provide information 
on metric proportions. 

Plan view:
Morphological aspect of the piece viewed zenithally 

on obverse or reverse. The pieces can therefore be 
triangular, semi-circular, oval, circular, trapezoidal, 
rectangular or irregular. In the case of picks, when 
the active front is laterally displaced from the main 
axis of the artefact, they are defi ned as “asymmetrical”. 

Longitudinal and transversal section:
The longitudinal section crosses the artefact on 

its longest axis, while the transversal section crosses 
its width. Both sections consist of two morphologi-
es, one related to the obverse and the other to the 
reverse. Each of the four morphological axes can be 
described as convex, straight or concave.

Manufacturing evidence:
Information related to the manufacturing process 

of the artefact prior to use. It takes into account six 
faces for each artefact (obverse, reverse, upper, lower, 
left and right). The manufacturing evidence can be 
described as knapping, pecking or polishing. 

Hafting evidence:
Localisation (body/heel), extension (1/4 to 4/4; in the 

last case we are dealing with perimetral grooves) and 
type of hafting evidence (notch/groove) are specifi ed.

Active surface:
Metric data for the active front are provided (length 

in the case of picks; area in the rest of the cases), 
as well as morphology (U, V or asymmetrical, in the 
case of picks) and the manner in which the wear is 
manifested, taking into account traces of percussion 
and/or abrasion.

Cases in which poor preservation makes it impos-
sible to describe specifi c technological aspects have 
been recorded as “not observable”.

Technological documentation (2)

This part includes a drawing of the piece (if there 
is one). Unless otherwise indicated, the drawings are 
by the authors and follow the DIN technical drawing 
standards described in Risch 2002: 37-51. Thus, the 
pieces were rotated following DIN rotation principles. 
Where the drawing is by Antoni Llussà, his name is 
indicated at the bottom right. In this case, the rota-
tion of the piece varies slightly with respect to ours. 

Drawing legend: 

Photographic documentation (3)

All the pieces were photographed on their obverse 
and reverse. Similarly to the drawings, the rotation 
of the piece was based on the DIN standard. Usua-
lly, the fi rst view shows the obverse, followed by the 
reverse view. Photographs of the lateral faces or even 
the artefact ends were added in exceptional cases 
where they provide additional information. We have 
tried to maintain the same scale for all the pieces, 
although it was necessary to reduce the large pieces 
to a smaller scale. 

Photographic documentation (4)

The photographs appearing in this part of the 
catalogue correspond to specifi c analytical sections 
of the study, such as the functional analysis of ar-
tefacts and the thin section petrographic analysis of 
raw materials. Most of the pictures were taken under 
10-80x and show details of the wear traces observed 
on the artefact’s surfaces. The boxes on the artefact 
pictures indicate the point at which the detailed 

Knapping 

Striations

Pecking

Smoothing 

Broken surface or surface 
covered by carbonate 
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photograph was taken. Numbers are provided for 
both detailed pictures and boxes when more than 
one picture is shown. 

Pictures taken under the petrographic microscope 
(>100x) have been included in 10 cases. These are 
identifi ed in the lower right-hand part of the picture 

with the words “thin section”. The samples for thin 
section analysis were taken from fragmented pieces, 
using fracture planes and thus minimising any morpho-
logical alteration to them. After completing this study, 
the thin sections were given to the Salvador Vilaseca 
Museum of Archaeology in Reus for future research.
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