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1. Creative Commons 

Open Access promotes free access to academic content in order to improve the 
scientific  communication system. With the Creative Commons (CC) licenses authors 
declare that they allow certain uses, universally (worldwide) and free of charge, without 
having to contact them, in advance.  

Creative Commons is an American non-profit organization established in 2001. The 
licensing project was born on December 16, 2002. It began with the push of a few  
Harvard and Stanford academics led by Lawrence Lessig. 

Creative Commons offers a variety of licenses. There are 6 standard licenses, adapted 
to different jurisdictions that can be chosen following a selection process. 

Licenses are free and there is no need to register the work in any CC repository or 
registration. Creative Commons does not give legal support in case of license violation.  

Creative Commons does not offer any software license and recommends those of the 
Free Software Foundation (FSF http://www.fsf.org/) or the Open Source Initiative (OSI 
http://opensource.org/). 

There are four license elements: 

 

 

 
ATTRIBUTION 

 

 
SHARE ALIKE 

 

 
NON-COMMERCIAL 

 

 
NO DERIVATIVES 

And there are six licenses as a result of the combination of these elements:  
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Attribution 

  

 
Attribution – Non-Commercial 

  

 
Attribution – Non-Commercial – Share Alike 

  

 
Attribution – Non-Commercial - No Derivatives 

  

 
Attribution – Share Alike 

  

 
Attribution – No Derivatives 

 

Common aspects, the six licenses allow: copy or reproduction, distribution and public 
communication; at the same time, licenses require attribution, they are non-exclusive, 
they are worldwide, they are not revocable and they do not affect moral rights. 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/ 

 

Additionally, Creative Commons contemplates another license, Public Domain, for 
those authors who want to renounce to all the copyrights of their work so that it enters 
the public domain, always respecting the current legislation.   

 

 
  Public Domain 

 

https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/public-domain/cc0/ 

 
  

https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/public-domain/cc0/
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2. Creative Commons in the UAB 

In the Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona authors can always choose the license (if 
they have not assigned their rights to third parties) they prefer to publish their own work 
in the DDD or in the consortium repositories, but it is very helpful to have an 
institutional recommendation as a point of departure. 

Taking into account that point 2 of the Budapest Declaration1 and principle 1 of Plan S2 
recommend the CC-BY license (Attribution), this should be the basis for thinking about 
the licenses that could be adopted by the UAB. Necessarily the reuse of information for 
teaching, learning and investigation should be allowed.  

CC licenses are especially interesting for teaching uses, since the law is very rigid in 
this area. Examples: Teaching resources of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
-  http://ocw.mit.edu or Materials Docents en Xarxa http://www.mdx.cat/ 

According to the DDD collections on the scientific production of the University, this 
proposal is agreed: 

 CC-By License (Attribution) 

 

Course materials (teaching guides and exams), institutional 
documents, UAB scientific publications. 
 

  

 CC-By-Sa License (Attribution – Share Alike) 

 

Teaching resources, final degree projects, master’s thesis and 
research documents (thesis, working papers, articles, 
contributions to conferences...) 
 

   

 CC0 License (Public Domain) 

 

Research data 

 

                                            
1
 https://www.budapestopenaccessinitiative.org/boai-10-translations/spanish 

2
 https://www.coalition-s.org/addendum-to-the-coalition-s-guidance-on-the-implementation-of-plan-

s/principles-and-implementation/ 

http://ocw.mit.edu/
http://www.mdx.cat/
https://www.budapestopenaccessinitiative.org/boai-10-translations/spanish

