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Abstract
Transformations in the Spanish public discourse on the link between genes 
and disease are analysed by an attentive reading of the journalistic texts 
published in El País between 1976 and 2002, and the newspaper’s model 
of popularisation is explored. Whereas in the seventies a social and com-
plex vision of disease was favoured, by the nineties the genetic approach 
was predominant. El País supported this «geneticisation» and fostered an 
increasingly neutral and apolitical image of science.
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