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ABSTRACT: In Asturias, Spain, a new way of understanding the hospital emerged 
at the end of the 1950s. This new model, designed to be used by all types of pa-
tients, regardless of their pathology or economic situation, would end up being 
a key influence on the modernization of Spanish hospital organization. Thus, the 
General Hospital of Asturias became a pioneer in Spain by opting for a hierar-
chical structure in all clinical medical services, whether for hospitalization, out-
patient departments or emergencies. Another significant consequence was the 
introduction of specialized healthcare training in Spain via the creation of the 
first internal medicine residency programme. Until this time, the hospital had 
still been a healthcare resource that was not very accessible to large sectors of 
the population in Spain, unlike the situation in many European countries at the 
time. The new organizational model broke definitively with obsolete concepts 
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of «autonomous» and «closed» hospitals. From then on, hospitals were «open» 
to the entire community and were integrated into a functional and hierarchical 
coordinated network of hospitals, in a process known as «regionalization». This 
new reality required the accreditation of hospitals in order to comply with crite-
ria established by international hospital doctrine and to offer insurance compa-
nies and users a minimum guarantee of the quality and rationality of the health 
services provided. This process eventually led to a new healthcare culture, based 
on a hospital-centric visionvision of the health system, being assimilated by the 
Spanish population.
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ABSTRACT: From the 18th century onwards, there were major developments in 
the teaching function of hospitals in Europe and North America. The unification 
of medicine and surgery and the integration of clinical practice into the curricu-
la of medical studies created the need to link schools of medicine to hospitals. 
Spain only joined this process gradually and belatedly and with its own peculia-
rities. The aim of this article was to outline the history of teaching hospitals in 
Spain, particularly the university clinical hospitals managed by the Ministry of 
Education. The study also focuses on political aspects of the issue, especially the 
establishment and development of the relationship between local institutions 
and the central state in managing the country’s hospital system in general and 
teaching hospitals in particular. 
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2005). 5. —Conclusions.

ABSTRACT: Municipal and provincial hospitals played a key role in the historical 
creation of the hospital system in Spain until the second half of the 20th century. 
Their strategic role in coverage of the poor under the 19th century charity sys-
tem gradually changed with the creation of the modern hospital, located in new 
buildings and with innovative management techniques, which had a hierarchical 
internal structure and implemented advances in the diagnostic and therapeutic 
field. These helped to provide coverage to an increasingly large segment of the 
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population. With this background, this paper focuses on a historical study of the 
public hospital structures linked to municipalities and provincial councils with 
specific objectives. First, it analyses how they were set up and organized, the ser-
vices they provided, and how they were financed up to the Franco dictatorship. 
Second, it examines how the functioning and survival of the old municipal and 
provincial infrastructures were affected by the implementation of compulsory 
sickness insurance in 1944 and the construction of an accompanying network 
of hospitals known as «residencias sanitarias», Finally, it analyses their practical 
disappearance after the transfer of responsibility for health care during the tran-
sition to democracy.
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ABSTRACT: This paper analyses the evolution of rural hospitals in Spain from the 
second half of the 18th century to the final decades of the Franco dictatorship, 
a period of rapid development known as «desarrollismo». The first part describes 
the characteristics of the rural hospitals in towns and villages and the causes of 
their decline at the expense of provincial hospitals during the 19th century. It 
also examines the conditions in which rural medicine was practised during the 
19th century and the first decades of the 20th century (up to the Spanish Civil 
War). The second part, based on an analysis of hospital registers corresponding 
to 1963 and 1970, portrays hospital care in the rural world towards the end of 
the dictatorship and compares its specific dynamics in four regions: Galicia, the 
Basque Country, La Mancha and Andalusia. For rural dwellers, who comprised 
the majority of the Spanish population until the second half of the 20th century, 
the final decades of the dictatorship marked a definitive transition from a rural 
healthcare model of liberal medicine and (public and private) charity to one of 
socialized medicine and urban localization.
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ABSTRACT: Mutual aid societies comprised a varied set of social, private and 
non-profit institutions that provided social welfare benefits to a large part of 
the population, also in the event of illness, during the second half of the 19th 
century and the first half of the 20th century. Only a few hospitals were promo-
ted by these institutions in Spain, perhaps because most of them did not have 
enough members to do so. Hospitals of this type were mainly located in Catalo-
nia, the Spanish region that saw the greatest development of workers’ mutual 
aid societies. This study uses the paradigmatic case of the hospitals of La Alianza 
to show that these hospitals were open to diverse types of patients (private or 
referred by other institutions) and were economically dependent on multiple 
sources. The changes that most influenced these institutions in the second half 
of the 20th century are analyzed, i.e., the processes of federating mutual socie-
ties and establishing public agreements. These hospitals participated in the de-
velopment of new medical and surgical specialties. It was precisely the hospitals 
of La Alianza that led to a further development of this entity.
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vs. vernacular languages. 4.3.—Dialogical vs. discursive genre. 4.4.—Argument, 
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ABSTRACT: This study establishes the framework within which six treaties on the 
medical controversy of «cold/chilled drinks» were disseminated in the decade 
from 1569 to 1579. The debate centered on its possible harmful or therapeutic 
effects and involved renowned physicians of the Renaissance. At the center of 
this controversy around the healthier use of cold drinking with snow stands out 
the only Spanish opuscule edited in Latin, with the vernacular language being 
used in the other five. It was written by prelate Bernardino Gómez Miedes and 
published in Valencia in 1579 as an «Appendix» in the second edition of his mo-
numental Commentarii de sale, dedicated to King Felipe II and his son Prince Die-
go. This Latin monograph is approached in order to address rhetorical-pragmatic 
matters related to this medical controversy.

The Professional Association of Liberal Physicians: the progressive 
response to Spanish medical associationism (1935-1939)
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ABSTRACT: This paper represents an important contribution to the scant histo-
riography on medical professional associationism in Spain in the mid-20th cen-
tury. The Professional Association of Liberal Physicians (Agrupación Profesional de 
Médicos Liberales, APML), created during the Second Spanish Republic, not only 
attempted to break with the traditional associative background of the medical 
profession but also actively participated at political and social level in order to 
achieve a medicine committed to society. This active positioning made the APML 
an enemy of the Franco regime, leading its members to become victims of re-
pression and exile.
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ABSTRACT: This article studies the development of two methods to combat Spa-
nish influenza (flu) in Argentina: sera and vaccines. Research on the etiological 
agent and development of these instruments were carried out at the Bacterio-
logical Institute. At the time of the entry and spread of the disease, this state 
institution was directed by the Bohemian physician Rudolf Krauss, working with 
a part of the Buenos Aires and foreign medical elite. We analyze the methodolo-
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