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Executive Summary 

The purpose of this deliverable is to provide the information concerning the 

opinions/approvals by ethics committees required in the Ethics Summary Report 

sent by the European Commission on 21st November 2019. This deliverable 

contains the ethics approvals/positive opinions from ITFLOWS Consortium 

Partners involved in the interviews with migrants, refugees and asylum seekers 

(T.3.4). The participation of vulnerable individuals in this research activity entails 

the highest potential ethical risks in the context of ITFLOWS. The three NGOs that 

will conduct the interviews with migrants, refugees and asylum seekers – 

Associazione della Croce Rossa Italiana (CRI), Open Cultural Center (OCC) and 

Oxfam Italia (OIT) – have been requested to identify the competent ethics 

authority of their institution and provide their ethics positive opinion/approval 

before conducting the interviews. Besides, the Istituto Affari Internazionali (IAI), 

involved in the design of the interviews and qualitative analysis, has also been 

asked to identify its competent ethics authority with the aim of providing the 

ethics approval/opinion. 
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Abbreviations 

CRI: Associazione della Croce Rossa Italiana 

DPA: Data Protection Advisor 

IAI: Istituto Affari Internazionali 

IDT-UAB: Institut de Dret i Tecnologia - Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona / 

Institute of Law and Technology of the Autonomous University of Barcelona  

IEB: Independent Ethics Board 

NGO: Non-Governmental Organisation 

OCC: Open Cultural Center  

OIT: Oxfam Italia Onlus 

 

 

 

  



Deliverable 10.2 

5 
 

Introduction 

In the ITFLOWS project, several activities involving human participants have been 

planned; namely, workshops, seminars, webinars, online forums and interviews 

with migrants, refugees and asylum seekers. Unlike other activities involving 

professionals and stakeholders who are not in a situation of vulnerability, the 

interviews conducted within ITFLOWS require a more careful and individualised 

approach. 

Given that the interviews with migrants, refugees and asylum seekers entail the 

highest potential ethical risks in the context of ITFLOWS, the ethics lead partner of 

the project (IDT-UAB) has sought ethics positive opinions/approvals from 

ITFLOWS Partners involved in these interviews (T.3.4) in order to comply with the 

imposed ethics requirement nº 2. This is the solution adopted by the ethics lead 

partner to overcome the difficulties of obtaining an ethics approval/opinion of a 

national competent authority for the research with humans: i) lack of existence; ii) 

lack of expertise; and, iii) lack of jurisdiction of such national competent 

authorities. 

Therefore, the three NGOs that will conduct the interviews with migrants, refugees 

and asylum seekers – Associazione della Croce Rossa Italiana (CRI) Open Cultural 

Center (OCC) and Oxfam Italia (OIT) – have been requested to identify the 

competent ethics authority within their institution and to provide an ethics 

opinion/approval before the start of the interviews. In addition, the Istituto Affari 

Internazionali (IAI), tasked with preparing the interview grids and performing the 

qualitative analysis of the interviews (T.3.4) and coordinating WP3 tasks and 

ensuring methodological and analytical complementarity and coherence (T.3.5) 

has also been asked to identify its competent ethics authority with the aim of 

providing the ethics approval/opinion. 

The following internal bodies have been identified by the abovementioned 

ITFLOWS Partners as competent Ethics Authorities: the President of Associazione 

della Croce Rossa Italiana (CRI), the Open Cultural Center Internal Ethics 

Committee (OCC), the Oxfam Italia Safeguarding Committee (OIT) and the IAI 

Supervisory Board (IAI). 
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SECTION 1 – Copies of opinions/approvals by ethics 

committees and/or competent authorities for the 

research with humans 

With the aim of ensuring that the identified Ethics Authorities had all the necessary 

information to provide such an opinion/approval, the ethics lead partner (IDT-

UAB) submitted to the involved ITFLOWS Partners, a request letter signed by the 

Coordinator of the ITFLOWS Project informing the Ethics Authorities of the aim of 

the ITFLOWS Project and the ethical requirement imposed by the Ethical Panel of 

the European Commission regarding the submission of an opinion/approval by a 

competent Ethics Authority (see Annex 1). In addition to this request, an 

information package was also attached. This information package contained the 

following documents to be reviewed and assessed by the Ethics Authorities in 

order to provide an informed ethics opinion/approval: 

- The specific ethical guidelines for conducting the interviews contained 

in Deliverable 2.1 (D2.1) provided by the ethical lead partner (IDT-UAB). 

(See Section 5 of D2.1). 

- The Recruitment Plan for the interviews focusing on the recruitment of 

the interviewing team and the research participants. This Recruitment Plan 

can be found in Section 3 of D10.1 and has been designed by the ethical lead 

partner of the Project (IDT-UAB) in close collaboration with all the Non-

Governmental Organisations (NGO’s) in charge of conducting the 

interviews. 

- The Incidental Findings Policy designed for the Project, in particular for 

providing specific guidelines to the interviewing team in order to address 

incidental findings in the context of the interviews with migrants, refugees 

and asylum seekers. (See Section 5 of D10.1). 

- Information regarding the procedures for obtaining informed consent 

from the research participants. (See Section 1 of D10.1). 
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- A detailed explanation of the anonymisation techniques that will be used 

to ensure the effective protection of personal data gathered during the 

interviews. (See Section 4 of D10.3). 

- The Gender Policy specifically designed to be applied in the ITFLOWS 

project.  (See Section 6 of D10.1). 

 

Annex 2 of this Deliverable includes all signed and dated ethics positive 

opinions/approvals from the identified competent Ethics Authorities for the 

conduct of interviews with migrants, refugees and asylum seekers. Particularly, 

Annex 2 contains the ethics positive opinions/approvals from the President of 

Associazione della Croce Rossa Italiana (CRI), The Open Cultural Center Internal 

Ethics Committee (OCC), Oxfam Italia Safeguarding Committee (OIT) and IAI 

Supervisory Board (IAI). 

This procedure, as well as the documents contained in the information package, 

have been reviewed and approved by the ITFLOWS Independent Ethics Board 

(IEB) and the ITFLOWS Data Protection Advisor (DPA). Approval letters signed by 

the members of the IEB and the DPA can be found in Annex 3. 
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ANNEX 1 – Request letters signed by ITFLOWS Project 
Coordinator 
 

- Request letters signed by ITFLOWS Project Coordinator to CRI: 
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- Request letters signed by ITFLOWS Project Coordinator to OCC: 
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- Request letters signed by ITFLOWS Project Coordinator to OIT: 
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- Request letters signed by ITFLOWS Project Coordinator to IAI: 
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ANNEX 2 – Ethics opinions/approvals 

- Ethics approval provided by the President of Associazione della Croce Rossa 
Italiana (CRI): 

 

 

 



Deliverable 10.2 

17 
 

- Ethics approval provided by The Open Cultural Center Internal Ethics 

Committee (OCC): 
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- Ethics opinion provided by Oxfam Italia Safeguarding Committee (OIT): 
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- Ethics approval provided by IAI Supervisory Board (IAI): 
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ANNEX 3 – Approval letters signed by the IEB and the DPA 

- Approval letters signed by the members of ITFLOWS IEB: 
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- Approval letters signed by the ITFLOWS DPA: 
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