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Abstract

A new analysis of Plutarch, Numa |, leads to a new understanding of Roman historiography.

The opening of Plutarch’s Life of Numa reads as follows:

gom 0¢ nai (as with Lycurgusjreol tdv Noud 10U facthéms xoovov, xatolg yEYove,
VEQVIRY) dLapoQd, ®aimeQ EE doyfic eig ToTTOV natdyeotal TMV OTEUUATOV XQBDS
d0roUvTmV. dAAG KADLOG Tig &v EMéyym x0Ovwv (0VTtw Ydo Ttmg Emyéyoasttal TO
Biprov) toyvoiletor Tag uev deyaiag exelvog avayoopags &v toig Kehtiroig tddeot tig
TOAEWG Npaviodat, TAg 8¢ VOV pawvouévag ovx dNddg ovyxrelodal...

The Loeb translation runs: «There is likewise a vigorous dispute about the time
at which King Numa lived, although from the beginning down to him the genealogies
seem to be made out accurately». The translations in the Budé and Mondadori edi-
tions are simild: But they do not make sense. How could a dispute about the date
of Numa be based on genealogies «from the beginning down to him»? The begin-
ning of what?

Modern translators appear to have been misled by the fact that in the books
with which they are familiar family trees go down the page. But not only did
family trees until the nineteenth century often go up the page, the lines which con-
nected themaginesin theatrium of a Roman aristocratic dwelling surely went
upthe wall, with thecapostipiteat the bottom. Plutarch thus makes perfect sense:
«[...] although the lines seem to lead correctly from the starting-point through to
him». The starting-point is the starting-point of the attempt to calculate the date of
Numa, by working backwards in time from the contemporaries of those who made
the attempt.

1. R. RAceLERE, REG,61, 1948, 391-429, «Sur quelques passages des vies de Plutarque. II. Lycurgue-
Numay, at 40-8, observes that the chronological uncertainty, for Plutarch, serves to leave open the
possibility of influence of Pythagoras on Numa.
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There is also n@ some point to Wet follows: the «carin Clodius», o com
posed arelenkhos khomon,claimed th&the lines vhich existed bebre the Gallic
sadk of Rome had been desyed and thiapre-390 gnealgies had been wented
to flatter men viho had noight to them. e irnventions vere presumaly of the
late Repulic; and thee is ind@endent eidence of their occuing, for instance in
the coinge of L. Phmponius Mol8.

The daim tha stemméa on the valls ofatria had been desiyed in the Gallic
sadk is olviously a rther limited ¢aim3; it was no doubt made on ly geneal
grounds, It it is inheently quite plausike. The ancient degte dout pe-390 Rome
begins to look ether moe intelligent than it is usuafltaken to be

It remains as unciin as eer, however, whether Clodius is to be idendél with
Claudius Quadgarius®, who beyan his histoy of Rome with the Gallic s&cary
account Quadgiariius mg have gven of his easons umitunaely does not swive.
Could Plutach have transldedlibri annalesthe pobable title of Quadigarius, as
elenkhos klonon?

2. M.H. CrawrorD, Roman Rpubican Coinage (Cambidge, 1974), no. 334;dr falsi tituli, see
S.P. OakLEY, A Commentar on Livy Books VI-XI I-1((Oxford, 1997), on Lvy VIII, 40, 4.

3. Compae Livy VI, 1, 1-3: «[...] quae in commenia pontificum aliisque pulicis priuatisque
erant morumentis incensa urbe pégpue inteierant» (Plutach, Mor. 325a, &aggerates wha he
found in Ly and daims total destrction). Our pasg is wongly read as aaference to the pon
tifical recods ly S.P OakLEy, Commentay, on Livy VI, 1, 1-3; RIFLACELIERE, 1.c, remaks in pas
sing tha wha Clodius doubted @as pe-Gallic sak genealgies, lut then mis-tansldes the passe
in his edition. Te viev of B.W. FRIER, Libri Annales pontitum maximoum(Rome 1979, 119-
22), tha theavayoagai are the pontital recons is ¢ealy wrong Thete is no discussion of the
passge in H.FLoweR, Ancestor Masks and Btocratic Power in Roman Cultue (Oxford, 1996).

4. | am not gen cetain whether H. Bter vas ight to identify our Clodius with thed®lus (?) Clodius of
Appian,Celt. 1, 8:Historicorum Romanam Reliquiaé (Leipzig, 1914),CCXXXVIII-CCXXXIX ,
178.
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