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Abstract

Reassessingark by Spanish swolais Matin S Ruipéez and Metedes Aguire de Cast, this
paper examines words in the Linear B tds thd have been connected with thedaGreek word

themis New readings of seeral key texts and a fuller undstanding of the still mch-debaed
tablet KN V(2) 280 ague g@ainst intepreting aty words as connected withemis This is con

sistent with the gnerl absence ofeferences to lgal procedues in the Mycenaeaecods and
the conspicuoushsence in the Linear B inggtions of aly deiivatives of the wrd for the notion
of ‘justice’ dixn, which occus so pominentl in histoical Greek liteeture and gen as adr-

mdive element in histical pesonal names.

The paer futher eplores the signi€ance of these cohssions br the intepretaion of the
toporym *ti-mi-to a-ko, a pminent povincial caital in the Pylos talets which has been iden
tified achaeolg@ically as the site of Niworia. Using the esults of thee sparate suveys and
archaeobotanical studies of thegion and the wrk of José L. Melena and3é Prtes fortes
with botanical tems from the Mycenaean and hist@l pefods, | popose thathe intepretaion
‘agkosof the teebinth trees’ would fit both the topgraphy of the emirons of Nidoria and the tes
ted high eploitation of products fom theterebinth trees in lée paldial Crete and Messenia.
Stepharus of Byzantium cites the topgm Tremithousn Cyprus, and thex ae other gamples
of sud phytonymic toporyms.

Key words: Linear B, etymolayy, linguistics, Igal tems, place-names, plant nameshaeo
botary, Bronz Age Messenia.

Resumen

Estudiando deuevo los tebajos de los westigadoes espafioles Midn S Ruipéez y Mecedes
Aguirre de Cast, este dfculo exkamina los téninos que en los xés en lineal B se han puesto
en elacién con la pataa themisdel giego alfabético. Nugas lectuas de arios textos dave y
una compension mas»acta de la talilla KN V(2) 280, objeto todeia de una wia discusion, sir
ven de agumento cont la intepretacion de cualquier pddea como empantada corthemis
Esto concueta con la ausenciagerl de eferencias a mcedimientos lgales en losegistros
micénicos y con la llantiza ausencia en las ingariones en lineal B de cualquier dedo de la
palabra que designa la nocion de ‘justicidlxn, que parece dedrma tan destacada en la litera
del giego histéico e induso como elementmfmador de anaponimos de época hisica.

El atticulo investiga también el alcance de estas dasiones pa la intepretacion del topé
nimo *ti-mi-to a-ko, una caital de povincia impotante en las tdillas de Pilo, que ha sido iden
tificada aqueoldégcamente con elacimiento de Nijor. Utilizando los esultados de &s
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prospecciones paradas y de estudioscareobotanicos en lagion y los tebajos de dsé Melena
y de bsé rtes Fortes con téninos botanicos de los periodos micénico e higigpropong
que la intepretacion agkosde los arboles tebinto’ se adecuaria con la tapafia de los aé-
dedoes de Nijoia asi como con la intensgpdotacion de pyductos de los arbolésrebinto ates
tiguada en el Ultimo periodo palacial deetary de Mesenia. E&tan de Bizancio menciona el
topénimoTremithousen Chipe, y hay mas ejemplos de tales topénimidsrfimicos.

Palabras dave: lineal B, etimolggia, lingiistica, téninos leales, topénimos, només de plan
tas, aqueobotanica, edad deldmce de Mesenia.

Ther is scantwdence in the Linear B insptions for the sphex of lavl. We can
get some sense of the paucity ofoimfiation about legal médters by suwveying the
recent lists and semantiassifcation of Mycenaean non-onomasticabm-units
by Antonin Batorék. Of some 244 bacal units petaining to man and his socio-
economic evironment, noneglaes to lav or the adminisation of justicé. The
sizeble bod/ of Mycenaean onomastic tedal—between seenty and eighty per
cent of the wrd-units in Linear B a anthoporyms or topogms—does not cen
tribute ary petinent dda. Roots elaing to basic cong#s sub as ‘lav’ or ‘justice’
are absent fom anthoporyms in the Mycenaean ped. This stands in maed
contrast with the populéy of peisonal namesofmed flom sud roots aixn and

1. The subject of this geer should be of intest to students ofter Greek cultue, and ny reseach
was pompted ly a discussiontzout Mycenaeanwidence br tems relaing to the Geek con
ceptsof law and justiceand paticularly to themis with Eva Cantaella duing her visit to the
University of Texas @ Austin in Mach, 1997. It is ppropriate thd the esults of ny work appear
in the Spanish jowal of dassical philolgy Faventiasince nuch of the petinent sdolady dis-
cussion vas itself initided and ésteed by the eminent Spanish Mycenglsts Matin S Ruipéez
and dsé L. Melena, andadking of the couse of sbolaiship on paticular lecical items duing and
after the Mycenaean ped is facilitated nav enomousy by the lexicographical work of Francisco
Aura JDrro and the team of tHgiccionario Griego-Espafiolin Madiid under the gneal direc
tion of Francisco R. Adrdos. | thankdsé L. Melenadr discussing with me elecmically my
intempretaion of the topoym and topoymic adjectves poposed her and Cynthia Shelmdine for
helping with eferences to Haldané thank Mauizio Del Freo for bringing to ny attention the
article by Mercedes Aguire de Castr (belav note 10) vhich anticipaed the identitation pro-
posed heg, without the paticular suppaing aguments. | dedide this paer to Matin S Ruipéez
in humbe aknowledgment of his pioneierlg work in eafy Greek linguistics. Shatomings in the
paoer ae wholly mine | use thedllowing special bbreviated eferencesCoMIK: J CHADwICK et
al. (eds.)Corpus of Mycenaean Insptions fom Knossosvols. 1-4, Camhdge and Romg
1986-1998KT 5: JT. KiLLEN andJ.-P. OuiviEr (eds.),The Knossosablets Suplementos a MINOS
11, Salamanca, 1989.

2. A. BARTONEK, «The Le&ical Stok of Mycenaean Gek», in JP. Ouvier (ed), Mykenaika BCH
Suppl.25, Raiis, 1992: 31. Although it is ditult to document the norxistence of eidence we
can cite the lasence of anentry petaining to lav or the adminisation or administators of jus
tice in the subject indices ofiprary reference vorks sut asM. VENTRIs andJ. CHADWICK,
Documents in Mycenaean &k Cambidge, 1973.

3. On the dsence of antlporyms deived from the tem dixn or ¥¢us in the Mycenaean onomas
ticon, cf O. Lanpbau, Mykenish-Griechische RersonennamerGotéory, 1958, and GNEUMANN,
«Wertvorstellungen und Ideolgie in den Rrsonennamen derykenistien Grechen» Anziger der
phil.-hist. Klasse der Ostegichischen Akademie der i¥éenshaften 131, 1994: 127-166.
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its deivatives in the histacal pefod®. In team-tealsing with Hittitologist Saa
Kimball a the University of Texas & Austin a couse mainy focused on the t¢ual
evidence or Hittite and Mycenaean societies, | cite singleiestin the Linear B
land-terure documents &m Pylos as the limitedvielence or the kind of dispu
tes thawould hare needed someiim of ‘legal’ arbitration and esolution among
competing taimants. In the pncipal enty in wha we consider theirial recen
sion PY Ep 704.7-.8, the ‘mstessErithais recoded as ‘holding’ and laiming
to hold’ e-to-ni-joland ‘for the deity’ {e-ointerpreted as a dave). This is then
disputed l thedamosn the d¢ause vhich immedidely follows in this enty: “but
thedamossays thd she has an-na-toplot of the land dagory known asko-to-
na-o le-ke-me-na-qpatitive gen. plur)”. In the pesumaly preliminary single-
ently document caesponding to this entiEb 297, a plal group of ‘land-holdes’,
the ko-to-no-o-lo, are recoded in the place of trdamosas the pdres disputing the
claim of the piestess. Tis is a despate atempt on ny patt to find something in
the Mycenaean x¢s to compag even unfvorably with the detailed documenta
tion of the gea Hittite codes and compiians of lav, law cases and ¢l prece
dent$. Nonetheless &hae recoded on Pylos tadets Eb 297 and Ep 704 aiseis
set of contasting ¢aims @out the stlus of a landholdingand cetainly the olhi-
gations and benés atadhed theeto. But ve ae navhere in our gtant documents
given futher informaion as to the mémanisms i which sut a dispute wuld
have been settled

The agument of this paer casts doubt or filner doubt on the one tarelaing
to law (Yéug) tha has been thought to occur in the Mycenaexits &s an inde
pendent Igical item and in devative and compoundfmaions as the name of
an oficial and as a place-name and topuoic adjectve. We shall starwith the
toporymic forms.

Among the 240 place-nametsested in the Linear B éets fom Mycenaean
Pylos, the tww most pominent topoyms tha can be linked with vitual, if not dso
lute, cetainty to actual Lie Bronze Age settlements idenigfd by intensve suwey
and cavation ae pu-ro and*ti-mi-to a-ko. pu-ro, which occus on moe than ity
tablets, indisputhly refers to the paléal center gcavated d the site of Ano Englianos
which produced our Linear B kets. It is ¢ealy to be undestood as the Binz
Age site of the topomm Pylos, the lod#on of which has a pdépatetic histoy later

4. F. BecHTEL, Die histoischen Rrsonennamen des @chischen bis zur Kaisegit, Halle, 1917:
135-137, ctalogues ca. 90 distinet pesonal hames, plus some sgbets.

5. Cf., for exkample C.F JusTus «The Case of the Missindusdumiandlalami», Minos, 29-30,
1994-95: 213-238f the Hittite case of Ukkar «decupbn» in chaige of tanspot of royal goods
between H&tusa and Blaylon, and his son @&-Stormgod, over missing gods, sub as nule-
yokes. A cuneibrm tablet in Hatusa pesewes the oths of the pincipal paties involved (the
accusedaccuses and other witnesses) aredarence to adminisétive recoding devices @usdu
mi andlalami) tha could hae had eidentiay value The lengtly recod of efectively «deposk
tions» has as its irgduction the drmal accustion made to the Queen and heli@él response
setting the imestigation in motion and auth@ing the taking of wom stdements fom the «Quees’
elite chaiiot fighters, her gopoms, Mr Grea-Stormgod and Mr Ukkura...under ot in the tern
ple of Lelvani».
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in the histoical pefod®. *ti-mi-to a-ko, to which reference is also made in thédlets
by its relaed altenative adjectal formsti-mi-ti-ja andte-mi-ti-ja/-jo, has been
corvincingly associted by Cynthia W Shelmedine with the ashaeol@ical site
of Nichoria’. The locdion of Nichoria, its topgraphical situsion and the egional
resouces which it would have contolled & the end of the Bmz Age ae all con
sistent with the economic and miligazontexts in which the place-nam#i-mi-to
a-ko appeas in the Linear B @hives. The site epresents one of the 16 major-dis
tricts into which Bronze Age Messenia is administively divided and it occus
on ten talets tha relae to: bonze working, six standat items of egional taxa
tion, bionze regycling for wegponty production, coastal defisve arangements,
gold, landholdings, liestod&, male pesonnel, andather intensie levels of fax
productior?. Nichoria maches the thlet information in tha it sits on aidge with
a view of the sea andeuld thus be anpgropriate ‘coastal-wetcher stéion'. It is also
situaged on the ‘futher’ side of the posited boungidretween the Near and Futher
Provinces of Bonze Age Messenia. fiis system ofagional disticts and their
second-ader centes can beeconstucted fom the canonical der of the sixteen
major topoyms in the thlets.*ti-mi-to a-ko would fit Nichoria, and vice &rsa, as
being the if st of the major centerin the Futher Povince Fnally the achaeole
gical site werooks a éttile valley to the east atered ty five rivers. This would
malke it most suithble for flax growing and pocessing The most ecent full dis
cussion of settlements anesouces andeagional administative oganizdion in
late Bronze Age Messenia fiher suppds these identifations’.

The standat intempretaion of the topoym *ti-mi-to a-ko itself was poposed
by Martin S Ruipéez in 1957 and the identétion of the frst element of the com
poundti-mi-to as dtested also in the adje@l formsti-mi-ti-ja andte-mi-ti-ja-jo has
prevailed in sholaty interpretaionl®. The topoym is vieved as a compoundhe

6. For all Linear B lgical items, cf FE AUrRA JorRO, Diccionario Micénicq vols. 1-2, Madid, 1985
and 1993. br the achaeolgical baddrop concening Pylos, c¢f C.W. BLEGEN andM. RawsoN,
The Rulace of Nestor @Pylos in Vésten Messeniavol. 1, pats 1-2, Pinceton, 1966. ér the
identification of the pal&al center 8Ano Englianos with Pylos, cBLEGEN andRAwsON, op. Cit.:
419-420, and.XHabwick, «<EZTI ITYAOZX ITPO ITYAOIO», Minos 14, 1975: 39-59, withefe-
rences to the tar Geek gographical tdition.

7. C.W. SHELMERDINE, «Nichotia in Contet: A Major Town in the Pylos Kingdom>AJA, 85, 1981:
319-324. Edier discussions in.ICHADWICK, «The Mycenaean Documents» WhA. McDoNALD
andG.R. Rarr R., The Minnesota Messenia Expeditidiinnegolis, 1972: 110-116, and k&
Geayraphy of the Futher Povince of Pylos»AJA, 77, 1973: 276-278.df the full Bonz Age
archaeolaical baddrop concening Nichoria, cf. W.A. McDonALD andN.C. WiLKIE (eds.),
Excavations & Nichoria in Southvest Geece vol. 2, Minegolis, 1992.

8. The tets and their contents arcorveniently suiveyed in SHELMERDINE, op. cit., 1981: 321,
n. 5.The suitdility of the site and its esirons Pr flax production ae ciitical to the agument,
(ibid.: 324-325).

9. J. BeNNET, «The Linear B Achives and the Kingdom of Nestor», inDhvis (ed), Sang Pylos:
An Archaeol@ical History from Nestor to Nearino, Austin, 1998: 111-133, esp. 113, 117-119,
124, 127.

10. M.S. RuipEREz, «Notes on Mycenaean LandvXion and Lvesto&-Grazing»,Minos5, 1957:
183. The Ruipéez etymolgy has ory been bought into question in.Zhantaing DELG, 428,
in regard to its laer extension in the Homes texts, where Ruipéez would see it as corgsting
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first element is intpreted as theanitive of laer Gieekdéuig, here with an oigi-
nal and liteal meaning of ‘boundgrfurrow or stone’, ‘fiontier’ or ‘bordert. The
second element most &k is the tem dyxog in the sense of ‘mountain glen’,
‘valle’, ‘baranco’, ‘na de arbolesTGE, s.v 1 and 2), although other alteti-
ves sub asdyog = téuevog in the sense of ‘hglground’ were pioposed in edy
scholatly discussion. Thus in the @cent dehitive pubiication of the &cavation
of the site of Niboria, we read thathe naméti-mi-to a-ko «is gpropriate for this
site d the junctue of mountains andalley; the most widsl acceted intepreta
tion is ®¢wttoc dyxog, ‘the mountain glen of thedntier»3, While this is not
an instance ol in its laer meaning of ‘lev as esthlished ty custom’, it would
attest thathe word was in use in the Mycenaean ipelr

Ther ae seeral reasons Wy we might wish nav to consider altetives to the
standad inteipretaion. Frst and éremost, the intgretaion of the frst element
as deived from 9¢ug is problemaical in tems of what we knav about Mycenaean
dialect. One of theeftures used ypthe lae Enst Rist to diferentiae between
wha he calledspecialandnormal Mycenaean «dialects» is the atdion in
spellings of @ven words with eitheii or e, mosty in the emironment of a lhial
consonarit. The main gidence aduced ly Risch and lder stolars for this par
ticular feaure indudes the arantsti-mi-ti-ja vs. te-mi-ti-ja (cf. *ti-mi-to a-ko)
and the thegm a-ti-mi-tevs. a-te-mi-tq as vell as the uniersal Mycenaean é¥
atment of vocaulary items br loan words tha varies from the laer unversal
treament, eg., di-pavs. Homeic 6é¢nog andku-te-sovs. laer Greekxrutioog
(Theophastus, Plig)15.

with &yoen in the sense of «polished stones setrdas ses for eldes»: M.S RUIPEREZ «Histoia
dedéug en Homeo», Emeiita, 28/1, 1960: 99-123. Ady element in this int@retaion which
Chantaine egards as «plus ingénieuse que@ncante», is the sia in Mycenaean iereby the
word which originally means.ifog xatmouyiis comes to mean ‘boundastone’ and then ‘boun
dary’, but can also deelop in Homeic texts into a meaning ofseotog Aidog deliegog #inhog
de lapovi)» (RUIPEREZ op. cit., 1960: 121)ENTRIsandCHADWICK (op. cit.,1973: 584)ntermpret
te-mi-ti-jaasThemistia?and viev the connection witltéuic as made less Ity by the altenai-
ve spellingi-mi-ti-ja. | thank M. Del FFeo r aleting me to thedct tha M.A. be CasTro, «Micénico
TE-MI: nuevas considexciones»Cuadenos de Hologia Clasica 18, 1983-84: 283-293, estP1,
alone had eédier proposed and gued br the altenaive intepretaion sugyested in this paer
Reades of De Castr’s aticle will see thaits emphasis is orkamining the werall dossier and
suggesting the alterative without the suppting evidence ofered hee from nev readings of per
tinent texts and fom the achaeobotanical and @raeolaical recod.

11. Cf. RuiPEREZ Op. cit., 1957: 183 and n. 3, with a conipan to Ldin limes

12. Cf. Aura JorRO, Op. cit., 1993s.v For example L.R. PALMER, The Intepretaion of Mycenaean
Greek ®xts Oxford, 1963: 278 and 458, inf@etsti-mi-to-a-ke-d-i as®¢utog dyéel, which agre-
es with Ruipéez ony in the frst half of the compound

13. W.A. McDonaLD, O.T.PK. DickiNsoN, R.J HoweLL, «Summay», in McDoNALD andWILKIE,
op. Cit.,1992:767.

14. E.RiscH, «Les diferences dialectales dans lgagnien», irL.R. PALMER andJ. CHADwICK (eds.),
Proceedings of the Camtge Colloquium on Mycenaean Studi€ambidge, 1966: 150-157.

15. There ae also some etymagically problemaical tems like ge-towhich some hee connected
with stitoc. Cf. AURA JORRO, Op. cit., 1993s.v The \ariant treadment inku-te-soobviously does
not occur in a lhial ervironment.
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Yet theopinio commnison this paticular altenaion in spelling has alays
connected it with theaft tha the words wherin it occus ae words of no cominc-
ing Greek etymolgy and «in a amber of cases demorakdiy foreign borowings»©.
This view is also suppded ty the evidence of non-Geek poper names in the
Mycenaean onomasticon éile-pa-sa-na-tvs. i-pa-sa-na-tiandqa-me-si-jovs.
ga-mi-si-jowhere the tetual contgts ma/ suppot the namesaferring to one and
the same indiduals, i.e, they are tue variant tregments of the same antgiporym
and not diferent anthoporyms tha hgppen to be spelled the same in Lineaf. B
Similar linguistic \anation has been useéaenty by José ertes Fortes to esta
blish the non-Geek souces of a amber of plant names in the histal Greek
lexicon, paticulady the non-Geek oigin of the name of a plant ceatto the dis
cussion in this gaer:téouvdoc, Toéudoc, TeéPrvdoc!® Thus it isa priori more
probable tha the frst element of the compound togom which fluctuaes as
te-mi-t-vs. ti-mi-t- is of non-Geek etymolgy. This would le out its ddwration
from Oéuic.

Seconglamong the &y compaanda usedyRuipéez in his discussion of the
Mycenaeandence thate-mi-t7 ti-mi-t- representeddrms of the Geek tem
Jéug is line .1 of thlet KN As 821. he accpted eading in 1957 ase-qge-ta-¢
e-ne-kati-mi-to together with a pallel enty e-ne-ka ‘o-pd twice recuring on
this fragmentay tablet. Howvever, in 1968 C. Sowinou poposed thiathe corect
reading in line .1 of the ket nov known as Am(2) 821 4rr. is emi-to, to be inter
preted as gnitive plual éupicdwv ‘asalarados’, and thiseading and line of
interpretaion have prevailed inKT 5andCoMIK | and the skolady literature!®,
The implicdions of this eading ag atly expressed ¥ Souwrinou: «En conséquence
toutes les théa@s qui ont été baties siismi-to s'écroulents?°. These thedes indu-
de those Wwich viewed the vard as connected with ‘Gesetz’ or ‘justice’.

16. Cf. R.JE.THompPsoN «Dialects in Mycenaean and Mycenaean Among the Dialédises 31-32,
1996-97 [1998]: 315. Chlso TG. PaLaivA , «Special vs. Nanal Mycenaean: Hand 24 anditivig
in the Sevice of the King?», in). BENNET and J DRIESSEN(eds.),A-NO-QO-TA. Feststrift
for J.T. Killen, Minos forthcoming

17. Cf. on both points the opinion of.B. HESTER «Theile Alternation in Mycenaean @&ek»,Minos
6, 1958: 33: «fie contention thiamost of the céain examples of Mycenaea= Greek: are in pio-
per names or ards not of Geek oigin seems caoect as &r as oots ae concemed» For the con
texts and lilely identity ofe-pa-sa-na-ti i-pa-sa-na-tiandga-me-si-jo/ ga-mi-si-jg cf. PY En
74.13 and PY Eo 247.4 and KN As 1516.5 and KN Sc 1B&.to Pylos E- sees tts ae res
pectiely «final» and «peliminary» recods. The KN télets come fom aea J2 and thRoom of
the Chaiot Tablets (RCT) respectiiely. The RCTmaterial is demonsably our ealiest collection
of Linear B documents and sitpaat from teblets found in other lod#ons in the Blace of Minos.
Cf. J DrIesseN The Scibes of the Room of the ChatrTablets & KnossosSuplementos a MINOS
13, Salamancapfthcoming Yet it has been gued fom the militay aspects of the lttet con
tents thaga-me-si-joandga-mi-si-jomight refer to the same inddual. Cf J DrIESSEN «Quelques
remagues sur la “Gande Bblette” (As 1516) de CnossodMinos, 19, 1985: 177.

18. J. Fortes FoRTES, «Angolische und giechische Pfanzznnamen. Methodode ihrer etymolais-
chen Erbrschung»,Faventia 21/1, 1999: 24-25.

19. C. Sourvinou, «A Popos de la ablette KN As 821»Minos 9, 1968: 184-186. CilL. MELENA,
Studies on Some Mycenaean ligt@ns flom Knossos Dealing wittediles Salamanca, 1975: 48.

20. SourvINou, Op. cit., 1968: 184.
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Third, Ruipéez also based hisgament on \aa he considexd a sparate
word-unit ti-mi-to-qd-ro insciibed on Pylos talet Aq 218versoafter the thlet
surface had ded considesbly?!. Following a lestoetion proposed g Meriggi,
Ruipéez intepretedti-mi-to-qd-ro asdsotomodrog «‘judge’ in its dassical con
tinuaion»?2. Again the eading of the te has impoved and this sequence of pho
netic signs is n@ seen to be paof a longr «stmg» di-we-si-po-p-ti-mi-to-qo
tha probably recuss in whole or paron theversoof PY Xa 412 (vmere qois def-
nitely the fnal sign of the wrd-unit—or hee «sting» of phonetic signs) and on the
lower potion of the palimpsestic dnt of the lage teblet PY Tn 316, vaer it is
also incised lightt into the surdce of the thlet as a kind of «testraffito. Ruipéez
and Melena ne hypothesiz tha this «sting» of signs epresents a Mycenaean
«abc’s», equialent to thérohasequence ofgpaneséatakanasyllabic scipt, and
may well be a mnemonic/pedagic tool devoid of meaning®. The contats andthe
method of insdbing the thee «stings» malk this intepretaion probable. Given
the compaanda, ther is no eason toastoero at the end of the «stig» on Ag218
(in factreis nov conjectued) and the dision of the sting of syllebograms to
yield a word-unitti-mi-to-gqoor ti-mi-to is consideed speculive. On Aq 218 and
Xa 412 the signs arspaced in sinca way as to mak ary division dubious.

Fourth, Ruipéez agued fom Knossos talet V 280 thathe word 9éug occur
red in the phaseso-u-te-mi(KN V 280.11, .12, .13, .14) ano-u-ki-te-mi
(KN V 280.5) and so as alead/ well-attested in thewwlved sense of ‘justice’ in
the 15th centyrB.C.E. This intepretaion, hovever, was based on highkpecu
lative assumptions thahe text was somehw «calendical» and thaa standat
tem like to-pe-zatable’ could somehw be vieved as the name of aeftval’. It
is nav seen to be unlédy from the contents of theliat?*. The phases occur with
the itemsto-pe-za'table’ anda-pe-ti-ra,, an adjectie tha seems to be diered
from dur- and#dw, descibing ‘a teble & which one mg ed from two sides?. The
find-contet of the tdlet, the so-calledRoom of the Chéot Tabletsat Knossos,
also maks it ppbable tha te-miis hee to be intgureted agéoug, a ‘supporele
ment’ (cf. Hesydtiustépug movg and the Mycenaean tegical tem goplied to

21. In the deihitive copus wlume of the Pylos tiets under diection of JL. Melena, theifal sign
is nowv read as a tenti@ere.

22. RuIPEREZ op. cit., 1957: 176. Notice thmterpretation both ofti-mi-to and ofti-mi-to-qd-ro as der
ved from 9éug requiredi-tregment of nomal histoical Greeke.

23. M.S. RuiperezandJ.L. MELENA, Los giegos micénicosMadid, 1990: 110, and: Mvxyvaio
'EAAnveg, trans.MELINA PanaGloTIDOU, Athens, 1996: 111-112. Up-totdaeadings & nav given
in E.L. BENNETT, R., «A Selection of the Pyloslilet Texts», in J-P. Ouvier (ed), Mykenaika BCH
Suppl25, Rarnis, 1992: 110-111:

— Tn 316 recto graffiti in lower right: si-po-ro ti-mi-fo
— Xa 412 verso: text inscribed: di-we si-po-ro ti-{mi}-to-qo [.
The dision of the t&ts to yield sparmte word-units is poblematical.

24. VENTRISandCHADWICK, Op. Cit.,1973: 584s. te-mi": «formetly taken aghemis but explanaion of
this téblet as a calendar unkly». Cf. the pendix to this paer.

25. Cf. C.J RuGH, Etudes sur la gammaie et le wcabulaire du gec nycénien Amstedam, 1967:
116, n. 84. Tis kind of tdle is familiar from frescoes, @., those fom the centll megaron &
Pylos, which depict paired banquetsrseged facing eab other aass a thle.



14 Faventia 22/1, 2000 Thomas GPalaima

chatiot wheelste-mi-dwe) for tebles. The tdles ae hee recoded in an imentory
tablet non-idegraphically and in single enigs, just as theare in nine sparate
enties on talets in the &mous Pylos & seies of funiture, tripods and other cer
monial equipment: & 642, 713 and 715. &\should note also thahedk marks
were adled athe ight opposite the enés in lines .5 and .11-.14, as if thettel
inventoly of tebles had lter been auditedgainst the pisical objects.

We contude then ththee ae no companda in the Linear B lpets for the
use of the wrd O¢uig and thathee/i altemaion in the topogm and topoymic
adjectve sugests thathe elemente-mi-t/ti-mi-t- detives fom a non-Geek vord.
Thus our esults a¢ neative, insofar as tacing the deelopment of cenal Greek
cultural concets, in thait is probable tha the tem G¢uig is not dtested aall in
Linear B

If the toporym *ti-mi-to a-ko and its deivatives ae not elaed to the Gaek
word ©¢uig, what is their etymolgy? We have agued thathe frst element -
bably comes fom a non-Geek oot, and ve should pefer, if possilte, to find a
temm tha makes sense of the topgm. While not without complicéons, | pio-
pose thathe oot te-mi-t/ti-mi-t- be connected with the loanowd tépuvdog,
togudog, tepéPrviog which refers to the teepistacia teebinthus The adject
val forms of the topoym may be intepreted aseouwdid/riouwvdyd. These occur
once on edcof five different tdlets, twice withe-treament (PY On 300.10 and
Ac 1278) and thee times with-treament (PY Aq 64.6,d438.24 and Vn 493.2).
Only tablet Aq 64 is assigride to a knavn scibal hand H 2126, The compound
toporym occus on PY Cn 600 sen times with its elementsysaated by a word-
divider ¢i-mi-to , a-le-6) and on Jn 829, Ma 123, and Na 361 withowyt spac
ing or word-divider to sugest dvision (ti-mi-to-a-ke-627. Cn 600 is ig scibal
hand H 21, vaile the other thlets ae by closely relaed scibal hands H 1 and
H 2. It may be ead asouiviwrv ayxéhe ‘the hillsidevel sim.of pistacia tee-
binthustrees’.

Regarding the linguistic aspects of thisoposal, ve should note ttidhe topogm
is everywhere represented with-treagment (i-mi-to-) and thawhere an identib-
ble scibal hand (H 21) wtes both the noun and adjeeti forms, he consistentl
uses thé-treament. In burteen occuiences on eight éets ky three major sdbal
hands (H 1, H 2, and H 21) andawnidentifable hands of the same palaes
phical dass as Hands 1 and (438 and Vn 493j}treament pevails. e-tred-
ment occus kut twice and on faets tha deal with egionally distibuted goups
of men (Ac 1278 fom the Notheast Vérkshop) and assessments(?) slfides
from regional officials in the tvo major povinces of Messenia (On 300).h&ther
judging from frequeng of occurence or the impdance and mminence of the
texts and their sdbes,i-tregment would seem to be standaiThis would cast fu-
her doubt on an etymadical connection with Grekd¢ug.

26. For identifcation and discussion of the Pylosibat hands, cfT.G. PaLaivA , The Scibes of Pylos
Rome 1988.

27. The tdlet surfice betwen the tw elements of the compound on PY An 661.10 is dmehand
may contain a wrd-divider. Here the brm is-a-ke-i.
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If the word does epresent a &rsion of the loan wrd ampy attested in lger
Greek astepuviog, thei-treament mg detive in one of tw ways. The sim
plest explanaion would be to viev it as compaable to Mycenaeaku-te-sovs.
later Greekxitioog, i.e., an altendion tha is not dpendent on a lzal ervi-
ronment and Wwere one or the other of the competinguwel-treaments my
become standdrin histoical Greek. V% ae piobebly dealing heg with the esults
of the confontaion of speakrs of diferent languges eah with a distinct eca
lic system, a., Minoana, i andu vs. Geeka, g i, oandu, so tha an orginal non-
Greek word spolen by non-Geek-speatrs with ani-vowel was then opened and
pronounced as by Greek-speadrs. This would explain, for example original
Artimis as being nsbrmed intoArtemis.The consonant /r/ in @ek also has a
beaing on \ocalic getture, cf. tepog vs.lagog, the pesevation of longa after
o in Attic, and sodrth. So a werd like non-Geek/tir mPinthos/might be heat by
Greek speadrs asterminthosor terbinthos Fluctuaions betveen /m/ and /b/ in
attested Geekterminthos, teminthosandterebinthosmight be linled to the
peculiar non-Geek phonemém®/ that is represented $ phonagram*22 in
LinearB%. An altenative and moe comple intepretaion of sound hanges
within Greek is hinted by the variant forms listed ly José frtes Fortes (dbove
n. 18)téouvios, tpéudog which exhibit metdhesis ineg vs. ge. Liquid meta
thesis is well-attested in Linear Be.g., to-novs. to-ro-no-wo-ko (%6pvog Vvs.
Yo06vo-). It occus in the ery Mycenaean ten ki-ta-no (= nigtavog vs. the laer
Greekxoitavog; cf. Hesyd. xpitavog: téouvdog) which José L. Melena has
identified as the ‘ot of thepistacia teebinthus tree flom which is made aasin
used in perfumed oil maifiactuie, a major indusir in the Mycenaean paial
petiod?®. Thus one could ingine tha a metgéhesizd form like Toéu(v)doc in
prehistoic Greek would have led to thea-treament ofein the enironment of a
labial. This would pioduce *oiuu(v)dog which, itself subject to liquid methe-
sis, would yield the desed tipuivdog represented in Linear B @smi-to. We
should stess thawha looks like a lengtl, if not somevhat sophistical, stng of
sound banges is in &ct the poduct of dtested insthility/f luctudion in the po-
nuncidion of the wwel + liquid or liquid + wwel and the ttested fuctuaion in
words of non-Geek ofigin in the aticulation of the wwel, in this case in a par
ticular evironment.

Lastly, it is possibe tha some mg wish to fnd fault with this econstuction
because of the adjeesil form of the topogm in -ti-ja. Again it is knavn tha
Mycenaean gneally assibilaes*t, *th, *nt and*nth beforei as in adjectial deiv-
atives in-ios, e.g., ko-ru-si-jo (from xopu9- ‘helmet’), za-ku-si-jo(ethnic of
Z.3dxvvdog), ko-ri-si-jo (ethnic ofKépuwvdog), a-ta-ra-si-jo (from tadhavrov) and

28. On the Minoan phonemespresented Y Linear B signg22 and*56, cf. JL. Melena, «On the
Untransliteated Sylldograms*56 and*22», in PH. ILiEvski and L.CRemJAC (eds.), Tractata
MycenaeaSkopje 1987: 203-232; and alsod PaLaiMA and E.SKKENGA, «Linear A > LineaB»,
in PP BETANCOURT et al. (eds.)Meletemaa, Liege and Aistin, 1999: 602-603.

29. J.L. MELENA, «La pioduccién de plantas @naticas en Cnosokstudios Clasicqs78, 1976:
180-181. Melena also cites the nthesis in histdcal Greekxoixog vs. zigroc.
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ka-pa-si-ja(= Kapmaoia from Kdomadoc)®. But, as in lger Geek, thee ae nota

ble exceptions ind¢uding me-ii-ti-jo (fromuehit-), a,-ku-pi-ti-jo (from Aiyvmrog),

mi-ra-ti-ja (from Mikdtog) andka-pa-ti-ja(= Kapradia also fom Kdaopmadog).

In later Geek the non-assibiled forms ae genenlly explained asesulting fom

assimildaion with the basic nourofms in which no sound lcang has occued,

thus eintroducing the dginal dental stops. ¥should in the Mycenaean et
redon with conseratism in the ponunciaion of proper namesnje-ii-ti-jo,

ay-ku-pi-ti-jo andka-pa-ti-jg)3! and een with the isoldon of groups of speaks

from paldial centes where standat dialect banges occured moe rapidly or idio-

lectal feaures were bajinning to spead though Iical diffusion. It is worth noting
tha major Pylian sébes in sgeral teblet seres and in raltiple instancesvéden

ce spelling withti- in the name of the imptant eligious oficial known as the
‘key-beaer Kaomadia®?and the ethnic smen vorkers designted asMildrio.

Likewise the vell-known and elaively frequenty used name of the grincial

capital *ti-mi-to a-ko should hae exerted a consemtive influence oer the adjec
tival spellings themight well be dsent in endeing adjectval versions of a ma
obscue local settlement or digtt (*ko-ri-to) within Messenia or anx&a-regio-

nal place-name‘¢a-ku-tg. In ary casethe spellingsi-mi-ti-ja andte-mi-ti-jaare

hardly unexpected or ingplicable within the Mycenaeanx&on.

The pioposed intgrretation would also yield a compelling meaningy fthe
site. As mentioned laove, perfumed oil manfactue was a major indusgrof
theMycenaean patal teritories as #ested in the taets and in the ahaeolamical
evidence br the tade of oil in stirup jais, inscibed and uninsdbed®. A key
substance used otherwise in the nfaatuing process ér perfumes as the esin
extracted fom thepistacia teebinthustree’*. This resin is bund in lage quan
tities (moe than 60 full Canaanite amphei) on the Ulu Bum shipwed dated
near the end of the 14th centu8.C.E3%. Terebinth ruts or esin identifed by

30. M. Leseung Phonétique histaque du nycénien et durgc ancienParis, 1972: 62-65.

31. Homeic *Ogriloyog vs. Ogoiloyog are good examples of conseetive vs. inneative forms of
the same namdl.(5.6542, 5.546, 5.547, 5.549) gad by different individuals. Cf H. von KampTz,
Homeische RersonennamenGottingen, 1982: 212.

32. Thee is no eason to think th&a-pa-si-jain PY Vn 851.12, a list of indiduals vho seem to be allot
tedde-mi-ni-ja‘beds’, is the same as the impant eligious oficial knowvn as the ‘ley-beaer’.

33. Cf. C.W SHELMERDINE, The Rerfume Industy of Mycenaean Pylo&6téborg, 1985, and «fie
Perfumed-Oil Indusiy», in Davis, 1997: 101-108; and mostaenty P. VAN ALFEN, «The LinearB
Insciibed Stirup &rs as Links in an Adminisdtive Chain»Minos, 31, 1996-97 [1998]: 251-274,
with references.

34. Either though collection of gaexuded ly cuts in the tunks of the Ne trees or fom compes-
sion of the mts. Cf McGraw-Hill Encydopedia of Science andedhnology, New York, 1997,
vol. 13: 618.

35. Cf. G. Bass, National Ge@raphic, 172.6, Dec1987: 726-727; C. KLDANE, «Recwoery and
Analysis of Plant Remainsdm Some Mediteranean Shipvedk Sites», in JRENFReEw (ed), New
Light on Ancient &ming Edinturgh, 1991: 214-222, esp. 218-220 and 22Rjils andR. WHITE,
«The Identity of the Resinsdm the Lae Bronze Age Shipwed a Ulu Burun (Kas)»,
Archaeomety, 31/1, 1989: 37-44.1e teebinth fuits ae also edie. On the d&e of the Ulu Buan
wred, cf. nov M. WIENER, «The Absolute Ctonology of LH [1IA2», in M.S. BALMuTH and
R.H. Tykor (eds.),Sadinian and Agean Chonolagy, Exeter 1998: 313-315.
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Melena (dove n. 28) as Mycenaedi-ta-no occur with the idegram for
spice/aomaic AROM in significant quantities on KN Ga 1530, Ga 1532 and
X 1385%. In the frst two tablets, we ae dealing with contbutions(a-pu-do-si)
from a umber of second-der comnunities in Cete tha were olviously pro-
ducing this commodity &m the néural resouces of their wn teritories. Tablet
Ga(b) 1530 + 1531iges totals deliered of ARDOM 58 and still awing AROM 31,
quantities thaiseem to suggst sizale local souces of this plant mduct in the
Mycenaean landspa

This is conirmed ly the achaeobotanical studiegecuted ly the Minnesota
Messenia Expedition, the Nioria Excavation Poject and the Pylos Rmonal
Archaeol@ical Pioject. All found ampleddence in their pollen samplesrfsig
nificant gowth of pistacia teebinthusin the egion of Messenia ding the
Mycenaean patal peiiod. In fact dumng the LH 11l pefod both olive andpista-
cia terebinthusread very high levels in the pollen carrecod, seemingf indi-
caing intentional and inteng cultivation and/or gploitation®”. The most ecent
report indicaes tha during the lde Bronze Age as nuch as 10% of the total sur
face land might hee been deoted to olve gowth. Thepistacia teebinthusgrows
in the so-callednaquisor macdia comnunity on step hillsides, caggy gorges,
and in lav and dense sabby forested agas®. Sud suitdle ervironments a
ample aound the site of Bmz Age Nichoria, and the madia comnunity shavs
a defnite upsving in the midile and lée Bronze Ages due to defrestdion and
human settlemetft If we then pefer the «con@te» to the «astact» and intgaret
*ti-mi-to a-ko as the éiyxog of theterebinthtrees’, we have a easonhble topory-
mic reference to the teain and botanical eironment of the disict of Nichoria
and specitally to a plant, the rtaral product of which would have been eploit-
ed in suppdrof a vital paléial industy in late Bronze Age Messenia. Sicphy-
tonymic toporyms ae reasonbly common in Geek-settled a&as as documented

36. Melena sugests(per litteras)tha even if the oiginal reading ofti-mi-to were maintained in KN
Am(2) 821 +frr. it would male sense to lva e-ge-taresponsile for the cae of -ne-ka ti-mi-to
gen. plur =terebinth trees: «If ve emember thizi-ta-noseems to be a stegic product & Knossos,
it is likely tha the tupentine tees vould be under the supasion of high functionaes». The
work of extracting the esin flom these ®es is dificult and ldor intensie. Ameiican soul singr
James Bown was bon to a ther who was among the imperished ltack laborers who worked
the tupentine tees in the @a aound Banwell, South Caslina. Thus the indusyrwould not ony
have been impdant, lut it would have required mangement of teams of lerers.

37. S. Yazvenko, «From Pollen to Plants», in Bvis, 1997: 14-20, espid. 18; H.E.WRIGHT, Jr.,
«Vegetdion History», inMcDoNaLD andRAPR, op. cit.,1972: 188-199%sp.194-195; E. ZNGGER,
M.E. Tivpson, SB. Yazvenko, F KuHNKE andJ. KNauss «The Pylos Regional Archaeolgical
Project, Rart II: Landscage Ewlution and Site Rysewvation», Hespera, 66:4, 1997: 549-641,
esp.577-593 andifs. 24 and 26.

38. Cf. JM. SHAY andC.T. $HAY, «Moden Vegetaion and Bssil Plant Remains», McDonALD and
WILKIE, Op. Cit.,1992: 44-45Such a comnanity is still pesewved on the lwer slopes of the
Englianos idge, ZanGGEREet al., op. cit., 1997: 578.

39. G. RaPR R., SE. AscHENBRENNERANdJ.C. KrRAFT, «The Holocene Brironmental Histoy of the
Nichoria Region», in G RaPR, R., SE. ASCHENBRENNER Excavations & Nichoria in Southvest
Greecevol. 1,1978: 13-25esp. 16-20 andd. 2-3.
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even in Stpharus of Byzantiunms enty on a place-name in Cyys nhamed after
the teebinth treed®.

Appendix on KN V(2) 280
The full text of KN V(2) 280 eads asdilows:

A1 wo-de-wi-jo

.2-.4 vacant

.5 to-pe-za, o-u-ki-te-mi X
.6-.10 vacant

11 a-pe-ti-g,/ o-u-te-mi X
12 o-u-te-mi X
13 o-u-te-mi X
14 o-u-te-mi X

A5 e-pi, i-ku-wo-i-pi

It can be tanslded as ollows:

A in the month ofvordewios

2-4

5 table , not ag suppoting termis X
.6-.10

.11 table(s) for two / no suppding termis X
A2 no suppating termis X
13 no suppating termis X
14 no suppating termis X

15 e-pi, i-ku-wo-i-pi*t

This tet is the kind of inentoly representedwith a needdr fuller detail, ly
the talets of the PY @& seres, which shae with it speciication in the heading
phrase of the time or occasiorhen the inspection of the inddual items took
placé?. There then bllows a ecod of the indvidual piecesxamined In the Pylos

40. For the occurence of sule phytonymic place-names in the ean, cf be CAsTRo, op. cit.,1983-
84: 391 citing Myc. ku-pa-li-so = Kvragioodg. In histoical times, cf the citdion and opinion in
Stepharus of Byzantium 632.15-633. Tpeiudots, xdun Komeou...&uol ¢ doxel o Tdv mepl
TOV TOTTOV TTEQUrLLMV TeRePivimv g Kimolol toenioug xahotow dvoudodat, domeQ wheiotog
dMhag Gmo Tdv v avtals mheovaldoviov utdv, &v uev tf) ‘Attxi] Papvodvra, &v 88 T
[Mehomovviiow Kundowooov xai ©guov, zat Elaias. Mauiizio del Freo er litteras electoni-
ca9 would adl to this list: Selinous and Mathon.

41. This phase is ppblematical. Cf. AUrRA JoRRO, Op. cit., 1985s.v and nov J. DriESsENforthco
ming: 183.

42. For a complete stydof the scibal process behind theaTtablets, cf T.G. PaLaMA , «Inside the
Mind of a Mycenaean “Sitre”: How Hand 2 Wote the Pylos & Seies», inF. AUrRA JorRO (ed),
Proceedings of the CoefenceJornadas Micénicasheld & Universities of Alicante-Ohuela,
Spain, Ebruary 17-19, 1999.
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Ta sefes the thles, thone-dairs, footstools, essels and other equipment under
inventoly are \ety elaborate and cosyl and equire moe detailed desiptions, hut
even then the sitye in dhamge ties to oganiz the meerial nedly and eficiently and
to steamline the desigtive teminology required to identify indvidual pieces.
This is most conspicuous oa T21. Br the ecoding of s@atate pieces lineline,
and @en with omission of theumesl ‘1’, as hee in V 280.5 and .11-14, .dhe
like treament ofto-pe-zaandto-noon PY Ta 642, 707, 708, 713, 714, 71%eT
inventor in the Pylos Sh sixs of ten diferent sets of bodamor, ead listed on
a s@arate leaf-shped tdlet with identical tats for six and dur of them espee
tively is also compable*3. The monotonouglidentical enties or télets ae con
firmation tha the scibe or administtor whom he accompanied haxkenined the
original objects indiidually.

43. T.G. PaLaIMA , «“Contiguities” in the Linear B dblets fom Pylos», irE. bE MIRO, L. GODART,
A. Sacconi (eds.),Atti e memae del secondo comgsso intemazionale di micenotga, Rome
1996: 379-396.
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