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INTRODUCTION 
A bibliography or reference list consists of a list of 
bibliographic citations. A bibliographic citation is 
made of a set of data allowing to describe and identify 
briefly any type of document, so that it can be easily 
found. 
A reference list can be generated according to different 
styles. The Council of Science Editors (CSE) format 
is one of the most widespread styles in Life Sciences. 
Some examples can be found in the “Quick Guide” of 
the original source: 
https://www.scientificstyleandformat.org/Tools/SS F-
Citation-Quick-Guide.html 

 

            CSE FORMAT 
All the sources cited along the paper are to be listed at 
the end. According to the CSE format they can be 
presented in 3 differents styles: 

Citation – Sequence: sources are numbered according 
to the order of their appearance within the text and later 
displayed in a final bibliography following the same 
order. 

Citation – Name: sources are listed in alphabetical 
order according to the author’s last name and then 
numbered in a final bibliography. This number is later 
assigned to the corresponding citation within the text. 

In both cases (“Citation – Sequence” and “Citation – 
Name”), Arabic and superscript numerals are to be 

used: 1, 2, 3 

Name – Year: sources are indicated in parentheses 
within the text, mentioning the author’s last name and 
publication year. These sources are displayed in 
alphabetical order in the final bibliography following the 
same system: author’s last name and publication year. 

“Name – Year” in-text citations can vary depending on 
the number of authors involved: 

- 1 author: (Lewontin 1984) 
- 2 authors: (Issitt and Anstee 1999) 
- from 3 authors on: (Mathews et al. 2013) 

 
Remember that, according to the CSE style, up to 10 
authors, all of them have to be mentioned in the final 
bibliography. From 11 authors on, a comma after the 
10th author is required, followed by the expression et 
al. 
 

        HOW DO WE CITE… 
In the following examples, “Citation – Sequence” and 
“Citation – Name” are coloured 

Year” is coloured blue . 

                   PAPER RESOURCES 

Journal article: 
 

 

 

Journal title has to be shortened according to the ISO 
standard. A list of shortened titles can be found on: 
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/nlmcatalog/journals 

 

Book: 
 

 

 

Edited book: 
 

 

 

Book chapter: 
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Doctoral thesis: 

 
Website: 

 

Legislation: 

 

Research data: 
 

 

Conference proceedings: 
Whether proceedings are published as a book or within 
a journal, they are to be cited as a book chapter or as a 
journal article, respectively. 

 

         ELECTRONIC RESOURCES 

Journal article:

 

 

              AUDIOVISUAL RESOURCES 

      Video: 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

    Book: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
          KEEP IN MIND THAT... 

Words used in the description must be in the language of 

the paper we are working in. So, if you are writing a paper 
in English, these words should be: “publisher, and, in, 
accessed, available at, tweet”, etc. 
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