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&/ November “8rd 1961,

riend:-

I venture tu solicit your sssigtence in a
mtter of Burcelonan and “atalan interest, for which you
might perhaps be 2''1® to obtain the advice of your local
N> historians and genealosists. s 1 believe I told you, 1 am at
3 : nresent engazed in editing for the Jugoslav goVernﬁent the

frmous codex known #s the Sarajevo Haggadah . It now seems to

be the genera!: consensus of art historians thtat its origin is to

be found in Spein, probebly in Aragon, ebout the middle of the
\3}i24th century. This nrovenence is borne out by the escutcheons

& pn one of the most impressive piges, » bad reproduction of which

I enclose herewith in order to refresh vour i emory. The
', escutcheon at the top is elmost certainly that of the County
4 §: of Barcelona. It has been suggested to me that the bottom
3 QQ \%qcutcheon to the left i¢ thet of théfﬂmllv Margarit of Jative
,'{Rc., vhich however had three blossoms. I have noticed however
N2 g igthnt the rosette and the bars of Yarcelons alternste on the
’ N Q{ﬁtomb of “ue n Elisenda, fourth wife of Jaime II, in the
4 monastery of "Pedrabless she married Jaime i: I322 , but I am
N5 not sure of the exact drnte of her death, which would help
perhaps in fixing the exact date of the MS. if my conjecture
Q? is correct. But what is the remaining escutcheon, a crimson
<
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wing (?) on the right hand bottom corner? ‘t has been sugcested
to me that this is the escutcheon offthe Sanzf§ family, which
combined it with the “ars of Yarcelona. But what connexion is
N there between them and Jaime II or his four_th wife? Did one of
his other queens bear this shield? Here we obviously have the

H koy to the mystery of origin, but I am unable to arply its
1 can you or your friends assist me?

j I have been told that you

N have made the sta tement that the hooded head-dress found
\S' ‘ commonly in thelilluminations to this}%ggadah was the character-
istic garb of the Aragonese Yews in the Middle Ages. 1 agree with
you (with thﬁfeservation thoet I think it wes bormf more specifi -




callty by the lebbis, as it was in MorocRo until recently. But I
would

much like to ki
in cnse |

have overlooked it
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Witly kind regerds,

Yours sin9§§?g¥4f
<

10w your authority for the Statement’



