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A 

D E F E N G E 

ar THI 

epNSTITUTIONS OF GOVERNMENT 

OF THE UH1TED S T A T E S OF 

AMÉRICA 

Italian Republics of the Middle. Age. 

Grofvenor-fquare, April 19, 1787. 
MY i>EAR SIR, 

TH E R E is no example of a government 
fimply democratical; yet there are many of 

forms nearly or remotely refembling wliat are un-
derítood by ASI Authority in one Center. There 
once exifted *a clufter of governmems, now gene-
rally known by the name of the Italian Repub­
lics of the Middle Age, which dcferve the attention 
of Americans,and willfartherilluftrateand confirm 
the principies we have endeavoured to maintain. 
If it appears, from the hittory of all ihe ancient 
republics of Greece, Italy, and Afia Minor, as 
well as from thofe that ftill remain in Switzerland, 
Italy, and elfewhere, that caprice, inftability, tur-
bulence, revolutions, and the altérnate prevalence 
of thofe two plagues and fcourges of mankind, 
tyranny and anarchy, vvere the effeéfe of govern-
ments without three orders and a balance, the 
fame importanc truth will appear, in a ftill clearer 
light, in the republics of Italy. The íketches to 
be given of theíe cannot be introduced with more 
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propriety, than by ihefentimentsof a late writer,*-

becaufe they coincide vvith every thing that has 
been before obferved. Limited monarchies were 
the ancient governments : the jealoufies and errors 
of the nobles, or the oppreffions they fuffered, 
ftimulated them to render monarchy unpopular, 
and erect ariftocracies. Ancient nations were, in 
one point, very generally defedive in their con-
ftitutions, and that was the incertitude of the 
fovereignty, and, by confequence, the inftability 
of government, which was, in all the republics of 
Italy, a perpetual occafion of infinite confufions. 
In no part of Italy, however united together, was 
found eftabliíhed an abfolute hereditary monarch. 
By many examples, it is manifeft, that kings ei-
ther were creared by the favour of the multitude, 
or fought at leaft their confent, and confulted 
the people in affairs ot molí importance and 
greateft danger. The government of the grandees, 
which fucceeded, was rather a fraudulent or vio-
lent ufurpation, than a true and'proper ariílocracy 
eítabliíhed by law, or confirmed by long and un-
conteñed poíTefiion ; and a popular government 
was never fo free, or fo durable, as when it was 
mixed with the authority of one fupreme head, or 
of a fenate; fo that mixed governments were al­
morí always preferred. One of the three kinds 
of governments neverthelefs fell, when another 
aróle; and all theltalian republics, nearly at one 
t,ime, by the fame gradations, paffed from one form 
Qf ádminiílration to another. In this particular 
agree all the memorials of ancient Italy. They 
were, from the beginning, governed by kings: 
the Tufcans had kings; the Sabines had kings; 
and fo had the people of Latium ; and as every 
city formed an independent government, thefe 

* Dañina, Rivoluzioni d'Italia, v, i. p. 41. 
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kings could not have much magnificence. Many 
ftates oftea obeyed the fame king ; for he who had 
the lordíhip of one city, procured himfelf to be 
elected the head of another. Porfenna, whom 
Dionyíius calis king of Tufcany, becaufe he was 
followed by many Tafean nations, was from the 
beginning only king of Chiufi. The kings of 
Rome, by various means, gained the command of 
the Latin cities, which neverthelefs, two centuries 
afterwards, reputed themfelves (lili independent of 
the líate of Rome. The king of the Veientes 
had the lordíhip of Fidena, a free city, and inde­
pendent of the Veientes, in the fame manner as 
the Viconti lords of Milan, Caftruccio lord of 
Lucca, and the Scala lords of Verona, and fo 
many other princes and tyranis of the later ages, 
before the exaltation of Charles the Fifth made 
fuch progrefs in obtaining the fovereignty of many 
cities. Thefe kingdoms were either fimply elec-
tive, or at leaíl required the exprefs confent of the 
people, how often foever one relation fucceeded 
to another. Royal governments neverthelefs were 
generally difpleaíing to the people; and the granr 
dees and nobles, who were the moft expofed to 
the caprice of the prince, both in their perfons 
and property, íludied to genérate in the minds of 
the common people an hatred to the ñame oí king, 
and to excite the defire of liberty. They flattered 
themfelves, that if the principality, which often 
fell into the hands of new men and adyenturers, 
fuch as Tarquín in Rome, and Ariftodemus in 
Cuma, were aboliíhed, they íhould beable to live, 
not only with more fecurity and greater licence, 
but with more authority, command, and power. 
Jn what nation, and in which city, the revolution 
firft began, is not eafy to determine; but in the 
courfe of the third century of the Román sera, 
one people following the exampleof another, this 
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by means of one opportunity, and that by anotrrer, 
cither expelled by violence rheir prefent kitigs, 01* 
defifted from eleéting new ones; and all Ttaly, hoift-
ing as it were a common fignal, changed at once 
its whole form of government. The odium of the 
royal ñame, and an enthufiafm for liberty, feized 
fo univerfally, and with fuch energy, the vvhole 
Italian nation, that if any city wifhed either to 
continué or recovcr the ufe of kings, this i iclina-
tion was fcarcely manifefted before they were 
pointed out and reviled by the other cities, and 
upon all great occafions abandoned. The Veien-
tes,* either from a difguft at the cabals and am-
bition which arofe from the annual creation of 
new magiftrates, or the better to provide for war, 
created afieíh a king; by which refolution they 
incurred to fuch a degree the hatred and contempt 
of the other people of Tnfcany, that, contrary te» 
every rule of poíicy, düty, and cuftom, they were 
left alone to fuftain that obftinate war with the 
Romans, which ended in their ruin. In the be-
ginning of the fourth century of the Román ftory, 
there is feldom or ever any mentiort made of 
kings in any of the ftates of Italy. The whole 
authority and adminiRration of pubüc affairs paffed 
into the hands of the nobility, fenate, or that body 
which conftituted at firíl the middle order be-
tween the king and the people, which became the 
fupreme head of the government; and although 
the greater magiftracies were elefled by the voices 
or fuffiages of the people, neverthelefs all the ho-
pours and all the power of the government were 
collefted in the grandees, who eafily commanded 
the votes of the e!e¿to¡s, and who alone were the 
eleded ; for none of the plebeians dared to pre-
tend to offices, civil or mililáry : and it is too 

* L¡v. lib. v« c i . 
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evident, that in cvery kind of community, the 
rich and the noble endeavour, as it were, by their 
very nature,toexcludethecommon peopleand the 
plebeians. Moft of the public affairs relative to 
peace or war were treated in a- léñate compofed 
eflentially of patricians and nobles, who, in every 
thing that regarded the conílitution, inclined more 
to ariftocracy than to popular government. No 
city was fo mean or fo ill ordered, as ñor to have 
a public council, or afenate. Livy fpeaks of the 
tenate, not only of Naples, Capua, and Cuma, 
bur of Ñola, Pipernum, Tufculum, Tivoli, the 
Veientes, and of others, Ib frequently, that it is 
clear, that in all the republics there was an order 
diftinét from the plebeians, who retained in their 
hands the tffence of the government. But the 
plebeians,once become obítinate, at the folicitation 
of the nobility, in a hatred of tyranny, had noc 
far to go before they opened their eyes upon their 
own condition, and learned that they had done 
nothing more than exchange one mafter for many; 
and began to make every exertion to obtain, in 
part, the poffemon of that liberty,of which they had 
obtained a tafte in words from the order of patri­
cians and the fenate: and as the multitude began to 
make trial of their ftrength, the fovereignauthority 
was ceded to them by little and lítele, and the 
nobility, in their turn, were tormented and tyran-
nifed by the plebeians. Livy obferves, that about 
the time of the Carthaginian war, by a kind 
of epidemical malady fpread through the Italian 
republics, the plebeians applied themfelves to per-
fecute the nobility. Neverthelefs, the order of 
the grandees always preferved a great part of the 
power; for the nature of popular government 
being variable, inconílant, and incapable of con-
du&iag itfelf, the fenate and the nobility, who 
aít with more maturity of deliberation, and with 
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iñterefts more united, can generally counrerpoiífe 
the party of the plebeians, and from time to time 
Overeóme it. From, whence it happened, that all 
the cities vvere expofed to continual revolutions pf 
government, and very rarely enjoyed that perfeéf. 
equaiity, which is the end of a free ftate ; buf 
either the favour of the people, or the necelTuy of 
the fenate, devolved the principal authority on 
fome individual, who, with or without the tirle 
of fupreme magiílrate, was always regarded as the 
head of the government. Thus we fínd a Mani-
lius, head oftheLatins; an Accius Tullius, prin­
cipal of the Volfci; an Herennius, of the Sam-
nites; a Calavius, of the Camp.inians; a Vale-
rius, a Camillus, and a Fabius, chief of the Ro-
mans; and, to fpeak the truth, there was never 
any great and important fuccefs in any free ftate, 
neither at home ñor abroad, except in thofe times 
•when fome one citizen held the wills of the pub-
lic in his own power. But waving the reft of 
thefe general obfervations for the prefent, let us 
defeend to particulars ; and quitting the ancient 
republics of Italy, defeend to thofe of the middle 
age, among which Florence is the moft illuítri-
ous. As the hiftory of that noble city and mag-
nanimous people has been written by two au-
thors, among a multitude of others, who may 
be compared to any of the hiftorians of Greece 
or Rome, we have here an example more fully 
delineated; an experiment moreperfectlymade and 
more accurately deferibed than any we have exa-
mined before. You will not, therefore, find it te-
dious to confider minutely the affairs of a brave 
and enlightened people, to whom the world is in-
debted for a Machiavel, a Guichiardin, and an 
Americtis Vefpucius; in a great degree for the re-
furreñion of letters, and a fecond civilization of 
mankind. Next to Athens and Rome, there has 

not 
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not exifted a more interefting city. Their hiílory 
is full of leflbns of wifdom, extremely to our pur-
pofe. We have all along contended, thattbe pre-
dqminant paffions of all raen in power, wbethec 
kings, nobles, or plebeians, is tbe lame; that ty-
ranny will be the effecl:, vvhoever are the governors, 
whether the one, the few, or the many, if uncon-
trouled byequalla\vsmadebycommonconfent,and 
fupported, proteéted, and enforced by three different 
orders of men in equilibrio. In Florence, where 
the adminiftration was by turns in the nobles, the 
grandees, the commons, the plebeians, the rnob, 
the ruling paffions of each was the fame ; and the 
government of each immedíately degenerated into 
a tyranny fo infupportable, as to produce a freíh 
revolution. We have all along contended, that 
a fmiple government, in a fingle affembly, whe­
ther ariftocratical or democratical, muft of necef-
fity divide into two parties, each of which will 
be headed by fome one illuílrious family ; and 
will proceed from debate and conuoverfy to fedi-
tion and war.—In Florence, the firft diflenfion was 
among the nobility ; the lecond between the no­
bles and commons; and the third between the 
commons and plebeians: iri each of which con-
tefts, as foon as one party got uppermoft, it fplit 
into two; and executions, confifcations, baniíh-
ments, affaffinations, and difperfions of famiiies, 
were the fruit of every divifion, even with more 
atrocious aggravations than in thofe of Greece. 
Having no third order to appeal to for decifion, no 
conteft could be decided but by the fword. It 
will enable us the better to underftand Machiavel, 
whofe hiftory will be abridged and commented 
on, if we premife from * Nardi, that the city of 

* Le Storie della Citta de Firenze, p. i. 
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Florence.* 

Florence had, likc all other cides, its pcople con-
fiffcing of three generations of inhabitants, that is 
to íay, the nobility, the people of property,* and 
the common people. Akhough fome too dili-
gentiy divided the nobility into tbree forts, call-
ing the firft nobles, the fecond grandees, and the 
third families, meaning to íignify, that fome of 
tbe inhabitants had come into the city and become 
citizens, having been deprived of their own proper 
€Ountry by conqueít, while they were attempting 
to enlarge and extend their terrkories; others, 
originaliy of this countr.y, had become abundant 
in riches, and powerful in dependents, either by 
their own induftry or the favour of fortune ; and 
others, having been foreigners, had come in like 
manner to inhabk ihe city: but from their pri-
mitive condition, they ftill retained the diftinc-
tions of lord and vaífal, by habit and by fraud, 
both in the city and the country. And all this 
mixture were indifferently called nobles, grandees, 
and families; and they were eqaally hated, con-
tradictcd, and oppofed, in tbe government of the 
rcpublic, and in all their other actions, by that 
party whicb was called the fübftantial people, il 
popólo grafio. The lower clafs of people, the 
plebeians, il popólo minuto, never intervened in 
government at all, excepting on one fingle occa-
íion, when, with violence, they ufurped it, as in 
ks proper place will be related. Sorae perfons 
made another divifion ftill of the plebeians, and 
not without reafon; for thofe who poffeííed real 
eftate in the city or country, and were recorded 
in the public books of taxes and tributes of the 
city, and were called the -f Enregiftered, efteemed 
tbemfelves, and were confidered by their fellow-

* II popólo graffo, e il popólo minuto, 
t Deícritti. 
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citizens, as holding a middle ftation. The rc-
mainder of the lower clafs, who poffefled no 
kind of prbpcrty, were held of no account. Ne-
vertheleís, all this undiftinguiihed aggregate were 
called the people of Florence, and the expref-
fion is ftill in ufe, as the people of Athens, or 
the people of Rome, anciently comprehended 
the whole body of the inhabitants of thofe cities; 
to which confufed, and in its nature pernicious 
aggregate, as that of the head and tail always is, 
the body of middling citizens will always remain 
excremely ufeful, and proportioned to the confti-
tution of a perfed republic.—As Machiavel is the-
moft favourable to a popular government, and is 
even fufpeéted of fometimes difguifing the truth to 
conceal or mollify its defeáts, the fubftanceof this 
Iketch will be taken from him, refening at thefame 
time to other authors ; fo that thofe young Ame-
ricans, who wi(h to be mafters of the fubjecl:, may 
be at no lofs for information. The moft ufeful 
erudition for republicans is that * which expofes 
the caufes of difcord; by which they may Ieam 
wifdom and unanimity from the examples of 
others. The fa&ions in Florence are the moft re-
markable of any. Moft other commonwealths 
liave been divided into two : that city was di£-
traéted into many. In Rome, the conteft be-
tween patrieians and plebeians, which arofe after 
the expulfion of kings, continued to the diflblu-
tion of the republic; the fame happened at 
Athens, and all the other commonwealths of 
Greece, Italy, and Afia Minor.—Such was the 
patriotifm or good fortune of Florence, that íhe 
feems to have gathered freíh vigour, and rifen 
ftronger for her fadtions. Some, who efcaped in 

* Machiavel's Introdu&ion. 
the 
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the ftruggles, contributed more by their couragc 
and conltancy to the exaltation of themfelves and 
their councry, than the malignity of fa&ion had 
done to diftrefs them: and if fuch orders and 
balances had been eftabliíhed in their form of go-
vernment as would have kept the citizens united 
after they had íhaken off the yoke of the empire, 
ic migbt have equalled any republic, ancient or 
modern, in military povver and the atts of peace. 

The city of Florence. vvas begun by the in-
habitants of Fiefole, who, fituated on the top 
of a hill, marked out a plot of ground upon 
the plain between the hill and the river Arno, 
for the conveniency of merchants, who firft built 
ñores chere for their goods. When the Romans 
had fecúred Italy, by the deftruction of Car-
thage, this place multiplied exceedingly, and be-
came a city, by the ñame of Villa Amina. Sylla 
was the firft, and, after him, the three Román 
citizens who revenged the death of Caefar and 
divided the empire, who fent colonies to Fiefole, 
who fettled in the plain, not far from the town 

- already begun: and the place became fo full of 
buildings and injfábitants, and fuch provifions-
were made for a; civil government, that it might 
well be reckoned among the cities of Italy. 
Whence it tpok the ñame of Florence is not la 
well known. Tacitus calis the town Florentia, 
and the peóple Florentines. It wasfounded under 
ihe Román empire; but when that was over-ruu 
by barbarians, Totilla, king of the Oílrogoths, 
took and demolilhed it. Two hundred years after-
wards it was rebuilt by Charlemain, from whofe 

1215. time, till 1215, it followed the fortune of thofe 
who fucceffively ruled in Italy; for, during that 
period, it was governed firft by the pofterity of 
Charlemain, then by the Berengarii, and laft of 
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all by the Germán emperors. In IOIO rhe Fio- IOIO¿ 
rentines took and deftroyed Fiefole. When the 
popes aíílimed greater authority in Italy, and the 

'power of the Germán emperors was upon the 
wane, all the towns of that province began to 
govern themfelves. In 1080 Italy was.divided 1080, 
between Henry the Third and the church. The 
Florentines alvvays fubmitted to the conqueror, 
until 1215. The longer it was before Florence 
was feized by the paroxyfms of factions, the more 
fatal they proved. The caufe of its firft diviíion 
is well known. The moft powerful families in 
Florence, in 1215, were the Buondelmonti and 1215. 
the Uberti; and next to them the Amadei and 
Donati: a quarrel happened about a lady, and 
Meffer Buondelmonti «yas killed. This murder 
divided the whole city, one part of it Cding with 
the Buondelmonti, and theother with the Uberti; 
and as both the families were powerful in alli-
ances, caftles, and adherents, the quarrel con-
tinued many years, till the reign of the emperor 
Frederick the Second, who heing likewife king of 
Naples, and deíirous to ílrengthen himfelf againft 
the church, and eftabliíh his in^greft more fecurely 
in Tufcany, joined the Uber tv^ho by his afíift-
ance drove the Buondelmonti out of Florence; ¿f 
and thus that city became divided,- as all the reít I 
of Italy was before, into the twofaélions, of 
Guelphs and Ghibellines ; the former of which 
denominated the adherents of the pope,* and the 

latter 
* Dañina, Rivoluzioni d'Italia.—There flonriíhed in Ger-

many two principal families, the one called the Henries of 
Ghibilinga, and the other the Guelphs of Altdorp, which by 
the marnage of Azzo d'Efte with Cunegund, daughter oí 
Guelph the Third, ingrafted itfelf into the houfe of Efte, 
called afterwards for that reafoii Guelfa Eílenfe, from which 
are defcended the dukes of Modena, and thofe of Brunfwick 
and Hanover. From the firft of which families, viz. the 

Ghibelliaes, 
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latter thofe of the emperor; Guelph being th« 
ñame of the general of the firft artny for the 
church in this controverfy, and Ghibelline thac 
of the place of the birth of the general wh» 
commanded for the emperor, about 1139.—The 
Guelphs thus driven out of the city, retired ¡nto 
the valley, which lies hrgher up the Amo, where 
their ftrong places and dependencies !ay, and de­
fended themfelves as well as they could; but 
when Frederick. died, the neutral people in the 
city endeavoured to re-unite it, and prevailed 
upon the Guelphs to forget the difgrace they had 
fuffered, and return ; and the Ghibellines to dif-
mifs their animofities and receive thern. After they 
were re-united, they. divided the city into fix parts, 
and chofe twelvecitizens, $woto governeach ward, 

Anziani. with thetitle of Aanziani, but to be changed every 
year. To prevent any feuds or difcontents that 
might arife from the determination of judiciary 
matters, they conftituted two judges that were not 
Florentines, one of whom was ftyled the captain 

Ghibellines, have arifen many kings and emperors, as the 
third, fourtb, and fifth Henry. Of the other, viz. the 
Guelphs, there had been for many years famous dukes, who 
contending for power and for credit with the emperors, had 

*„ very often difturbed the tranquillity of the ftate. Under the 
*i reign of Henry the Fifth theie two families happily united in 

alliance, becaufe Frederick duke of Suavia, married Juditb, 
daughter of Henry duke of Bavaria, and fifter of Guelph 
the Sixto, who was at that time the head of the houfe of 
Altdorp. 

Commentari de fatto civili occorC dentro Firenze. Scritto 
dal áenatore Filippo de Nerli, p. 2. 

-Hiaoria Fiorentina di M. Fiero Buoninfegui, Gentilhuom» 
Florentino, p. 35. 

Aanali d'itaua, da Muratori, tom. vii. p. 150, i j i . anno 
Í I I C . 

Iftoria civüe del Regno di Napoli di Pietro Gianaone, 
tom. iü. p. 83. 

Muratori, Differtations, tom; iü. p. 130. 
Muratori, Antichita eftenfi, parte prima, c. xjüti. p. 305. 
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of the people, and the other the podefta, to admi-
nifter juftice to the people, in ail caufes civil and 
criminal: and fince laws are but of lítele autho-
rity and íhort duration, where there is not fufficient 
power to lupport and enforce them, they raifed 
twenty bands or companies in the city, and feventy-
fix more in thereft of their territories, in which ail 
the youth were inliíted, and obliged to be ready 
armed under their refpeftive colours, whenever 
they were required (o to be by the captain oí the 
anziani. Their ftandard-bearers were changed 
every year with great formality. 

This ís the very íhort defeription of their con-
ftitution. The tvvelve anziani appear to have had 
the legillative and executive authority, and to have 
been annually eligible—a form of government 
as near that of M. Turgot, and Marchamont 
Nedham, as any to be found ;—yet the judicial 
power is here feparated, and the people could 
fo little truft themfélves or the anziani with this 

jpower, that it was given to forcigners.—-By fuch 
difcipline in their civil and military affairs, fays 
Macbiavel, the Florentines laid the foundation of 
their liberty; and it is hardly to be conceived, 
how much ftrength and authority they acquired 
in a very íhort rime : for their city not only be-
carne the capital of Tufcany, but was reckoned 
among the principal in Italy; and indeed there is no 
degree of grandeur to which it might not have at-
tained, if it had not betn obfiruñei by frequent and 
almoft conúnual difeords and dtvifions.-^—Mtzt this 
pompóos preamble, one can fcarce read without 
fmiling at the words that follow, " For the fpace 
" of ten years they lived under this form of go-
4 t vernment;" efpecially when it appears that 
during ail thefe ten years, they were conftantly 
cmployed in wars abroad, as appears by the fol-

lowing 
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lowing words": " During which time they forcea 
the ftates of Piftoia, Arezzo, and Siena, to enter 
into a confederacy with them; and in their return 
with their army from the laft city, they took 
Volterra, demoliihed feveral caftles, and brought 
the inhabitants to Florence."—The Unifed States 
of America calculated their governments for a 
duraüon of more than ten years. There is little 
doubt to be made, that they might have exifted 
under the government of ftate congrefíes for ten 
years, while they were conftantly at war, and all 
the active and idle were in council or in arms : 
but we have feen, that a ftate which could be go-
verned by a provincial congrefs, and indeed that 
could carry on a war without any government at 
all, while danger preffed, has lately, in time of 
profound peace, and under a good government, 
broke out in feditions. This democratical go­
vernment in Florence could latt no longer; 
for in all thefe expeditions, fays Machiavel> 
the Guelphs had the chief direcYion and com-
mand, as they were much more popular and 
powerful than the Ghibellines, who had behaved 
themfelves fo imperioully in the reign of Frede-
rick, when they had the upper hand, that they 
were become very odious to the people ; and 
becaufe the party of the church was generally 
thought to favour their attempts to preferve their 
Jiberty, whilft that of the cmperor endeavoured 
to.deprive thein of it. The Ghibellines, in the 
mean time, finding their authority fo dwindled* 
were not a little difcontented, and only vvaited for 
a proper opportunity to feize upon the govern­
ment again. They entered into a correfpondence 
with Manfred, the fon of Frederick king of Na~ 
pies, in hopes of his afliftance: but for want of 
due íecrecy in thefe practices, they were difcovered. 
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by the anziani, who thereupon fummoned thc 
family of the Uberti to appear before them: but 
inftead of obeying, thcy took up arms, and fortified 
themfelves in theirhoufesj atwhichthepeople were 
fo incenfed, that they likewife ran to arms, and, by 
the help of the Guelphs, obliged the whole party of 
the Ghibellines to quit FLorence, and tranfport 
themfelves to Siena. There thcy fued to Manfred 
for aid, who granted it, and the Guelphs were 
defeated upon the banks of the river Arbia, wich 
fuch ílaughter, by the king's forces under the con­
duce of Farinata degli Uberti, that thofe who 
efcaped from it, giving up their city for loft, fled 
direétly to Lucca, and left Florence to provide fbr 
itfelf. Manfred had given the command of the 
auxiliarles, which he fent to the Ghibellines, to 
count Giordino, a foldier of no fmall reputation 
in thofe times. This Giordino, after his vi&ory, 
immediately advanced with the Ghibellines to 
Florence, and not only forced the city to acknow-
ledge Manfred for its fovereign, but depofed thc 
magiftrates, and either entirely abrogated or al-
tered all laws and cuftoms that might look likc 
remains of their former liberty j which being exe-
cuted with great rigour and infolence, inflamed 
the people to fuch a degree, that if they did not 
love the Ghibellines before, they now became 
their invetérate and implacable enemies; which 
averíion continually increafing, at laft proved their 
utter deíh ucYion.—There is an admirable example 
of patriotifm ac this period of the Florentine hif-
tory, in Farinata Uberti, who fuccefsfully and de-
cidedly oppofed a plan of his own party of Ghibel­
lines, and their ailies, for the demolition of the 
city. He preferved it however only for his ene-
mies the Guelphs, who, driven outof Lucca, went 
to Parma, and joíned their friends the Guelphs iü 
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that city, drove our the Ghibellines, and had their 
confifcated eftates for their reward: they then 
joined the pope againft Manfred, who was defeated 
and flain. In confequence of this viótory, the 
Guelphs of Florence grew daily bolder and more 
vigorous, and the partyofthe Ghibellines weaker 
and weaker ; upon which count Guido Novello, 
and thofe that were left in commiflion with him to 
govern Florence, refolved to try, by lenity and 
gentler treatment, to recover the affecVions of the 
people, whom they found they had exafperated to 
the laft dfgree by their oppreffive and violent 
manner of proceeding. To cajole and ingratiate 
themfelves with the people, they chofe fix and 
thirty citizens out of the people of Florence, and 
two gentlemen of higher rank from among their 
friends at Bologna, to whom they gave a commif-
fion to reform the ftate as they pleafed. Theíe 
delegates divided the city into diftinét arts or 
trades, over which they conílituted a magiftrate, 
who was to adminifter juftice to all who were in 
his department; and to every art a feparate banner 
was alligned, under which they might affemble in 
arms, whencver the fafety of the public required 
it. But count Guido muft have a tax to maintain 
his foldiers: the citizens would not pay it. He 
actempted to take back the new privílege of ma-
giftrates to each trade : the people rofe in arms, 
chofe Giovanni Soldanieri for their leader, fought 
the count and his Ghibellines, and drove themout 
of the city. The people, having thus got the 
upper hand, refolved to unite the city if poflible» 
and recaí all fuch citizens as had been forced to 
leave their homes, whether Guelphs or Ghibel­
lines. The Guelphs returned, after fix years ba-
niíhment; the late attempt of the Ghibellines was 
pardoned, and they were fuffered to come back 
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again; but they ftill continued very odious both 
to the Guelphs and the people, the formcr not 
being able to forgive the difgrace and hardíhips of 
their long exilej ñor the latter to forget their in-
folence and tyranny when they had the govern-
ment in their hands: fo that their ancient ani-
mofities were not yet entirely extinguiíhed, either 
on one fide or the other. The wrangle foon carne 
to a crifis, and the Ghibellines fled out of the 
city, upon the interpoímon of a foreign forcé from 
Charles, king of Naples, in favour of the Guelphs. 
Afrer the departure of the GhibellineSj the Floren-
tines nevv-modelled their government, and chofe 
twelve principal magiftrates, who were to continué 
in authority no longer than two months, under 
the title of buonhomini. Next in power under Buonho-
them they appointed a council of eighty citizens, ""Ñ"» 
which they called the credenza. After this, an 
hundred and eighty more were eleéled out of the 
people, thirty to ferve every two months ¡ who, 
together with the credenza, and the twelve buon­
homini, were called ríie general council. Be-
fides which, they inñituted another council, con-
fiftingof an hundred and twenty members, equally 
chofen out of the nobility, citizens, and common-
alty, which was to confirm whatfoever had been 
reíoived upon by the others, and to aél jointly 
wirh them in dífpofing of the public honours and 
offices of the commonwealth. The firft govern­
ment of the anziani was as near a fimple demo-
cracy as there is any example of: we found it, 
accordingly, ineífeílual. The next, of buonho­
mini, was no better; and that could not fupport 
itlelf. Now we come to a new plan, which dif-
covers, in the authors of it, a fenfe of the imper­
fección of the former two, and an attempt to ob-
viate its inconveniencies and dangers : but inftead 
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of a judicious plan, founded in the natural divi-
fions of the people, it isajumble which common 
fenfe would fee, at this day, muíl fall to pieces. 
The buonhomini, the credenza, and the th'trty 
of the hundred and eighty, wore an appearance 
of three orders; but inítead of being kept fepa-
rate, they are all huddled together in the general 
council. Another council ftill, of an hundred and 
twenty, equally chofen out of the nobility, citi-
zens, and commonalty, was to confirm whatever 
was refolved on by the others. Here are two 
branches, with each a negative. But the miftake 
was, that the ariftocratical and democratical parts 
of the community were mixed in each of them; 
which fhows, at firft blufh, that there never could 
be harmony in- either, both being naturally 
and necefíarily fplit into two faétions. Büt a 
greater defeél, if poffible, than even this, was giv-
íng the executive power, the power of difpoíing 
public honours and offices, to a joint affemblage of 
buonhomini, credenza, and the two other affem-
blies, all in one: the confequence muíl be, that 
although every one of thefe four orders muíl be 
divided at once into faétions for the loaves and 
fiíhes, yet the nobility, by their fuperior influence 
in eleétions, would have the whole power. Un-
happy Florence ! thou art deftined from this mo-
ment to never-ending faétions, feditions, and civil 
wars!—Accordingly, we read in the next page, 
what any one might have forefeen from this fketch 
of their conílitution, " that the government of 
" Florence was fallen into great diforder andmif-
" rule; for the Guelph nobility being the majo-
" rity, were grown ib inlblent, and ftood in íb> 
" little awe oí the magtftracy" (and how could 
they ítand in awe of magiftrates whom they had 
created, and who were even at theii" devotion ?) " that 
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*• though many murders, and other violences, were 
" daily committed, yet the crimináis generally 
" efcaped wich impunity, rhrongh favour of one 
" or other of che nobles. T o reftrain thefe 
enormities, ¡nftead of tweive governors, they re-
folvcd to have fourreen, feven of each party, who 
ihould be nominated by the pope, and remain in 
office one year. Under this form of government, 
in which they had been obliged in reality to fub-
mit to a foreign mafter, they continued for two 
years, when the rage of fadion again blazed ouc. 
They rofe in arms, and put the city under a new 
regulation. In 1282 the companies of arts and 1282. 
trades ordained, that inftead of fourteen citizens, 
three only íhould govern, and that for two months, 
who were to be chofen indifferently out of the no-
bility or commons, provided they were merchants, 
or profefled any are or oceupation ; and thefe were 
called priori. AfterwardSj the chief magiftracy Priori. 
was vefted in fix perfons, one for each ward, under 
which regulation the city continued till the year 
1342; but the courfe of events for thefe fixty 1342. 
years íhould be carefully traced, in order to fee 
the operation of fuch a form of government, even 
in a fingle city. This inft'ttution, as might be 
expe&ed, occafioned the ruin of the nobility, who, 
upon divers provocations, were excluded, and en-
tirely fupprelTed by the people. The nobility, 
indeed, were divided among themfelves ; and by 
endeavouring to fupplant each other, and afpiring 
to the fole government of the commonwealth, 
they quite loít all íhare in it. The priori were 
afterwards diftinguiíhed by the ñame of fignori. Signori. 
There remained fome fparks of animofity betwixt 
the nobility and commonalty, which are incident 
to all republics ; for one fide being naturallv jea-
lous of any encroachment upon their líber ty and 
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legal rights, and the other ambitious to rule and 
concroui che Jaws, it is not poíTible they Ihould 
ever long agree together. This humour, how-
ever, did not íhew itfelf in the nobility while they 
were overavved by the Ghibellines; but when the 
latter were deprefled, it began to appear, and the 
people were daily injured and abufed in fuch a 
manner, that neither the laws ñor the magiftracy 
had authority enough to relieve them; as every 
nobleman fupported himfelf in his infolence by the 
number of his friends and relations, both againft 
the power of the fignori and the captain of the 
people. The heads of the arts to rémedy fo great 
an evil, provtded, that every fignori ihould ap-
point a ílandard-bearer ofjuflice out of the peo­
ple, with a thoufand men, divided into twenty 
companies, under him, who ihould be always 
ready with their ftandard and arms whenever or-
dered by the magiftracy. This eftablilhment mee 
little oppofuion, on account of the jealoufy and 
emulation that reigned among the nobility, who 
were not in the leaft aware that it was levelled at 
them, til] they feit the fmart of ir. Then, in-
deed, they were not a little awed by it for íbme 
time; but in a while they returned to the com-
íniífion of their former outrages; for as íbme of 
them always found means to infinuate themfelves 
into the fignori, they had it in their power to 
prevent the ftandard-bearer from executing his 
office. Befides, as witnelTes were always required 
upon any aecufation, the plaintifF could hardly 
everfind any one that durft give evidence againft 
the nobility : fo that in a fhort time Florence was 
involved in its former diflraftions, and the people 
expofed to violence and opprefiion; asjuftice was 
growndilatory,andlentence, though paífed, feldom 
or never executed. The people not knowing what 
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courfe to take, Giano della Bella, a ftrenuous pa-
triot, though of a very noble family, encou-
raged the heads of the arts once more to reform 
the city. It was enafted, that the gonfalonier 
íhouid always refide with the fignori, and have 
four thoufand armed men under his command. 
They alfo entireiy excluded the nobility out of 
that council of the fignori, and made a law that 
all acceffaries or abettors fhould be Hable to the 
fame punilhment with thofe that were principáis 
in any crime, and that common fame ihould be 
fufficient evidence to convift them. By thefe 
laws, which were called Li Ordinamenti della Gi-
uftizia (but which were in reality as tyrannical as 
the ediéts of any defpot could be) the people 
gained great weight and authority j but Giano 
being looked upon by the nobiliü? as the author 
of thefe laws to bridle their powwy became very 
odious not only to them, but to the richeft of 
the commonalty: as well he might, for laws more 
oppreffive and deft.rudt.ive of liberty could not 
have been made. Tyrannical as they were, how-
ever, they were not enough fo for the people; for 
upon the trial of Corfo Donati, a nobleman, for a Corfo. 
murder, although he was acquitted even under 
thefe new laws, the people were enraged and ran 
to arms, and demoliíhed the magiftrate's houfe, 
inftead of applying to the fignori, The whole 
city exceedingly reíented this outrage upon all law 
and government; the blame of it was laid upon 
Giano, and he was accufed before the magiftrate 
as an encourager of infurreftion. While his caufe 
was depending, the people took arms to defend 
him againft the fignori. Giano went voluntarily Giano. 
jnto baniíhment, to appeafe this tumult. The 
nobility then petitioned the fignori, that the íe-
verity of the laws againft them might be miti-
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gatcd. As íbon as this petition was publicly 
known, the commons, apprehending the iignori 
would comply with ir, immediately rofe in a tu-
multuous manner: fo that ambitíon on one fide, 
and jcaloufy on the otherj at laft occafioned an 
open rupture between them, and both fides were 
prepared for battle; but by the interpofition and 
mediation offome prudent men, whoie arguments 
with both parties are very judicious, the people at 
laft confented that no accufation fhould be ad-
mitted againft a nobleman, without fufficient evi-
dence to fupport it, Both parties Jaid down theif 
arms, but retained their jealoufies, and began foon 
tp raiie forces, and fbrtify themfelves as faft as 
íhey could. The people thought fit to new-modei 
the government, and reduce the number of the 
fignori, as theyfufpeéted lome of that body to be 
toofavourabiy^pclined to the nobility. A m o -
mentary tranquillity fucceeded : but the íparks of 
jealoufy and envy ítill remained betwixt the nobi­
lity and people; which foon broke out, on occafion 

Cherchi, 0f a quarrel between two families, the Cherchi and 
Donati. Donad, both confiderable for their riches, nobi­

lity, and dependents. The fignori were under no 
fmall apprehenfions that the whole city would be-
come engaged in the diípute, and hourly expefted 
the two parties would openly attack each other, 
as it íbon afterwards happened, and a íkirmifh en-
fued, in which many were wounded on both fides. 
The whole city, commons as well as nobility, di-
vided upon it; ñor did the contagión confine ir-
felf to the city alone, but infected all the country. 
So inefFeétual was thís contemptible government of 
the fignori to the fuppreífion of this animofity, that 
the pope was applied to : he fent his nuncio to no 
purpoíe, and then put the city under an interdict; 
put thís anfwered no end but to increafe the confu-
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fion, and frequent battles took place, till the whole 
city took arms, neither the powerof the magiftracy, 
ñor the authority of the laws, being ab!e to re-
ftrain the fury of the multitude. The wifeft and 
beft of the citizens were in great terror ; and the 
Donati, being the weaker party, not a little 
doubtful of their fafcty. Such is the effett of a 
government of all authority in one center. Here 
all was concentrated in the fignori, chofen by the 
people frequently enough ; yet akhough the no-
biüty were arbitrarily excluded from that council, 
thofe who were chofen were indebted for their 
eleétions probably to thofe very nobles, and chiefly 
to the Donati and Cherchi. The Donati here 
were the minority, upon the whole, and therefore 
had great reafon to be doubtful of their fafety. 
It was agreed, at a meeting betwixt Corlo Donati, 
the heads of the Nef i family, and the captains of 
the arts, to folicit the pope to fend fome perfon 
of royal extraction to reform the city. Here na-
ture breaks out, in fpite of all attempts to ftifle 
ir. A royal dignity is the moít obvious thought 
to extinguida animofities brttween nobles and com-
mons. In this cafe the captains of the arts, that 
is, the people, perceived it, as well as Corfo and 
the Neri, the contending nobles. This meeting, 
and the refult of it, was notified to the fignori 
by the other party, who reprefented it as a con-
fpiracy againft their liberty. Both fides, how-
ever, were in arms again, and Dante, who was one 
of the fignori, had the courage to advife that fo-
vereign aíTembly to draw out their companies, and 
beingjoined by grea: numbers out of the country, 
they found themfclves able to forcé the chiefs of 
each party to lay down their arms. They afiumed 
an appearance of dignity, baniíhed Corfo and the 
Neri, and, to íhew their impartiality, feveral of the Neri. 
Bianchi, But this government had nopermanent Bianchi. 
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ítrengrh : the Bianchi, upon plaufible pretences, 
were Ibón permitted to return. Corfo, and his 
aflbciites, obtained the fame indulgence; but, in-
fíead of being quien, they went to Rome, to per-
fuade the pope to appoint a perfon of royal ex­
tracción, as they had before petitioned his holineis 
it> their letters. Charles of Valois, brother of the 
king of France, was fent aecordingly by the pope. 
Theugh the Bianchi farnily, who then had the 
uppcrhand in Florence, looked upon him with an 
evii eyt-, yet as he was patrón of the Guelphs, and 
fer»t by the pope, they durít not oppofe his com-
ing : on the contrary, to make him their friend, 
they gave him full power to regúlate the city as 
he thought beft. He caufed his friends to arm 
themfelves: this made the peopk fo jealous thac 
he intended to deprive chem of what they called 
their liberties, that they took arms. The Cherchi, 
and the headsof the Bianchi, havinghad the chief 
government of the city fome time in their hands, 
and behaved with great arrogance, were become 
generally odious j which encouraged Coríb, and 
others of the Neri who had fkd, to retura, upon 
an aííbrance that Charles and the captainsof the 
arts were their friends, and would fupport them. 
Aecordingly, whilft the city wasthus alarmedwith 
the apprehenfions of Charies's defigns, Corfo, with 
all hisafTociar.es, and manyother of their followers, 
made their entry into it, without refiftance; and 
though VerideCherchiwas called upon tooppofe 
them, he declined it, and faid, " The people 
" might chaftife them themfelves, if they pleafed, 
" as they were likely to be th¿ greateft í'ufferers 
" by them." But that infinuation had no effecl: j 
for ¡nfk-ad of c-haítifíng them, they received them 
with open arms, whiiít Veri was forced to fly for 
his fafety. Corfo having forced his entrance at 
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the Porta Pinte, drew up and made a ftand near 
his own houfe; and being joinrd by a great num-
ber of his friends and others, afiembled in hopes 
of a change of government, he releafed all pri-
foners, ciín'l and criminal; divefted the íignori of 
their authbrity ; chofe new magiftrates, all of the 
party of the Neri, out of the people, to fupply 
their places; and plundered the houfes of the 
Bianchi. The Cherchi, and the heads of their 
faébion, feeing the people for the moft part their 
tnemies, and Charles not their friend, fled out of 
the city, and in their turn implored the interpO-
fition of the pope, though they would not liften 
to his exhortations before. Such is the feries of al­
térnate tragedy, comedy, and farce, which was 
called the liberty of Florence, during this collec^ 
tion of all authority into one center, the fignori -, 
in which no man of any party could be one mo-
mentiecure of hislife, property, or iiberty, amidft 
continual exaltations and depreffions of parties, 
in favour of different noble families, although 
thofe nobles were all excluded frotn the govern­
ment. The exclufion vvas but a form : nearly all 
the power was in their hands, and the Íignori in 
ofHce were only altérnate tools of one noble fa-
mily or another. And thus it muft ever be : ex-
clude the ariftocraticai parr of the community by 
laws as tyrannical as you will, they vvill ftill go-
vern the ftate underhand ; the perlons elefted 
into office will be their tools, and, in conftant 
rear of them, behave like mere pnppets, danced 
pon their wires. But our humoroüs entertain-
ent is not yet ended. The pope now, at the 

nterceflion of the Cherchi, fent a légate, Acqua 
parta, to Florence, who made an accommodation 

betwixt the Cherchi and Donati, and fortified it 
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by íéveral intermarriage;. between them. But this 
fpíritual poücy, though dcep and found, did not 
anfwer his end: for when he infifted that the 
Bianchi Qiould íhare in the chief offces of the 
commonwealth, that was refufed bv!fr.he Neri, 
who were in full poflfcffion of them. uJpon this 
the légate left the c'ty as duTatisfied as ever, and 
excommunicated it a fecond time for its con-
tumacy. The Neri, however, feeing their oíd 
enemies in their bofom again, were not a litde 
afraid they would ufe all means to ruin them, 
in order to recover their former authority; and 
both parties were ftill difcontented, and frelh 
occafions of difcord foon occurred. Niccolo de 
Cherchi, and Simone, a fon of Coríb Donati, 
met and fought. The battle was fo fliarp and 
bloody, that Niccolo was killed upon the fpot, and 
Simone fo defperately wounded, that he died the 
fame night. This accident, as it is called, though 
an event fpringing neceflarily from the form of 
government and ttate of parties, threw the whole 
city into an uproar again; and although it was 
altogether owing to the Neri, as Simone aflaulted 
Niccolo, yet they were fcreened by the magif-
tracy, and, before judgement could be obtained, 
a conlpiracy was faid to be difcoveréd betwixt the 
Bianchi and Pietro Ferrante, a nobleman who 
attendéd Charles of Valois, with whom they had 
beentampeí ing, to perfuade his mafter tore-inftate 
them in the governmenr. The plot was dete&ed 
by fome letters from the Cherchi to Pietro: 
though it was the common opinión they were 
forged by the Donati, to wipe ofF the odium 
they had incurred by the murder of Niccolo 
de Cherchi. All the family of the Cherchi, with, 
inany of their íollowers of the Bianchi party, 
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and among the reft Dnnte the poet * were im-
mediately fent into banifhment; their eftates con-
fifcated, and their houfcs demolifhed, by the 
ftrength of thofe forged letters. After which their 
party, with many of the Ghibellines who had 
joined them, were difperfed in different places.— 
The quiet that enfued was very ihort, for Corfo 

; Donati was diffatisfied that he did not enjoy fuch 
la degree of authority in Florence as he thought 
due to his merit, as the government wás in the 
hands of the people, and conducled by thofe who 
were much infcrJÉf to him in all reipefts. To 
varnifh over his aefigns and revenge with a fair 
pretext, he accufed feveral citizens, who had been 
entrufted with public rnoney, with embezzling it, 
and many were ignorant and credulous enough to 
believe that Corto did this out of pure cont:en\ 
and affecVion for his country. The perfons thus 
calumniated were in favour with the people, and 
ftood upon their juftification, and, after many 
law-fuits and long litigations, thefe difputes grew 
to fuch a height, that it became abiblutely necef-
fary to take up arms. On one fide were Corfo, 
and Lotteri, biíhop of Florence, with many of 
the nobility, and lome of the commons j on the 
other were the ftgnori, and the greater part of 
the people: nothing was to be feen but affrays 
and íkirmiíhes, in every part of the city.—Irí 
fuch a " right conftitution" as this, fuch a govern-

i mentof "the people's fucceffive fovereign affem-
I blies",as the fignori were, the body of the natiori 
I never can be unanimous : all the moft wealthy, 

beíl born, beft educated, and abléft men, will una-
nimoufly defpife and deteft the government; c#» 
cept a few arrful hypocrites among them., who 

* 1*98. Nerli, p. 9. 
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will belye their judgements and feelings, for the 
fake oí a prefent popularity for lome prívate ends. 
Thofe vvho thus bate the form of government, 
will have numerous conneftions, relations, and 
dependents amcng the people, who will follow 
trtem; fo that there never can be more than a 
fmall majority oí the people on the fide of govern­
ment. Henee its conftant weaknefs: henee it is 
a mere foot-bal!, continually kicked from one 
fide to another by three or four principal families. 
Thus ít appeared in this cafe: the fignori, feeling 
their weaknefs, and perceiving thjmfelves in great 
clanger, utterly unable to punft crimes, fupport 
their friends, or curb their enerfiies, were obliged 
to fend to Lucca, a foreign ftate, for aid, and 
were fortúnate enough to find all the people of 
that city wilüng to come to their affiftance. The 
tumults were compofed for a time, but the fignori 
and people were too feeble to puniíh the author 
óf the difturbance.—This interval of tranquillity 
was no more durable than former ones. The 
pope fent his légate, Niccolo da Prato,* again, 
who ingraciated himfelf with the people, fo that 
they gave him a commiffion to new-model the 
city. In order to obtain the recaí of the Ghi-
beliine fáclion from baniíhment, he flattered the 
people, by reftoring their ancient companies, 
which added much to their flrength, and dimi-
fiifhed thar of the nobility. But the projeót of 
reftoring the exiles was obnoxious to the fignori, 
who forced the légate out of the city, which he 
put under an interdidl at his departure, and left 
in the utmoft confufion. Two fadlions not being 
fufficient, the city was now divided and fub-
divided into fcveral; as thoíe ofthe people and 

* 1303. Nerli, p. g. 
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nobility, the Guelphs and Ghibellines, the Bianchi 
and the Neri; and lome who wiíhed for the return 
of the exiits, being difappointed in their hopes, 
now the légate was gone, grew clamorous and 
outrageous 5 fo that the vvhole city was in an up-
roar, and many fkirmilhes enfued. Thofe that 
vvere moft active in raifing this clamour, were the 
Medici and Giugni, who had" openly fided with Medic'u 
the légate in favour of the exiíes. This is the 
firft mention made of that family of Medici, 
who acted fo diftinguiíhed a part afterwards, 
finally fubverted the commonwealth, and changed 
it into an abfolute fovereignty, under the title of 
a grand dukedom, a form it ftill wears.—A great 
fire broke out at this time, in 1304, and wasaf- I3°4* 
cribed, as ufual in fuch times, by lome to acci-
dent, and by fome to party defign.—Let us look 
back to 1282, when this government of priori or 
fignori, chofen every two months by the people, 
was eftablilhed: from thence to 1304 is only 
twenty-two years, in which we fee a conftant 
quarrel between the nobility and people, and be-
tween one party of nobles and another, and the 
neighbouring ftates of Naples, Rome, and Lucca, 
in turn, called ín to aid the different faélions; 
altérnate murders, banifhments, confifcations, and 
civil wars, as one party and the other prevailed; 
and, ínftead of a government, and a fyftem of 
juftice and liberty, conftant anarchy, and the per­
petual rolling of a mob. In this year, 1304, 
Florence was vifited, in this lamentable manner, 
with fire and fword. Gorfo Donati was the only 
perlón of any diftinélion who did not take np 
arms: he thought, that when all parties grew 
tired of fighting, he was the more likely to be 
called in, arbitrator to decide their differences. 
They foon after laid down their arms, more out 

of 
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of wearinefs ofthcir miferies, and thatthey might 
have time to take breath, than frorn any real de­
lire ofbeing re-un ted, and living in peace. Ic 
was only ftipul.ued, that the exiles íhould not 
be fuffered to return; which was agreed to by thofe 
that favoured them, merely beeaufe they proved 
to be the weaker fide. 

New difturbances arifing, the pope was advifed 
by his légate to fummon to Rome twelve of the 
principie malecontents of Florence, among whom 
was Corfo Donati. They readily obeyed the 
fummons.—As foon as they were fet out upon 
their journey, the légate acquainted the exiles, that 
how was their time to return to Florence, as the 
city was then clear of the only men that had au-
thority enough to oppofe their entrance. Draw-
ing together what forces they could, they imme-
diately marched, and entered the city : but thofe 
very citizens, who, but a little before, had exerted 
themfeives in the moft ítrenuous manner for their 
rerurn, when they petitioned in the moft humble 
and fubmíffive manner to be admitted, were the 
firft that took up arms againft them, now they 
faw rhem approach in a hottile manner, and joined 
wich the people to drive them back. One is, 
however, aítoniíhed at the refleftion of Machia-
vel, " Such was the fpirit of patriotifm amongft 
" them in thofe days, that they cheerfully gave 
" up their prívate interefts for the public good," 
when every page of his hiftory íhews, that the 
public good was facrificed every day, by all parties, 
to their private interefts, friendíhips, and enmi-
ties.—-After the exiles were repulfed, the citizens 
lelapfed into their former diftractions; and, after 
much vjolence, the governors of the common-
wealth re-eftabliíhed the companies of the peo­
ple, and reftored thecolours under which the arts 

had 
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had formerly been ufed to aflemble, The cap-
tains, ftandard-bearers of the cornpanies, and the 
officers ofjuftice, were called rogether, and ordered 
not only to affift the fignori in times of peace 
with their counfel, but to fupport and defend 
them, by dint of arms, in all exigencies and 
commotinns. To affift the two judges, who had 
been conftituted in the beginnirvg of their ftate, 
they appointed an officer, called il efzecutore, or 
íherifF, who was to ac"t in conjunction with the 
ftandard-bearers, and fee their orders carried into 
execution, whenever the nobility íhould beguilty 
of any enormity or aél of oppreffion. The pope 
died, and Corfo and the other eleven citizens re-
wrned, whofe reftlefs ambition occafioned fuch 
troubles. Corfo, in order to make himfelf po­
pular, conftantly oppofed the nobility in all their 
íchemes, and, which way foever he obferved 
the people to incline, he turned all his authority 
to fupport them in it, and gain their affection : 
fo that in all contefts and divifions, or when 
they had any extraordinary point to carry, they 
always reforted to him, and put themfelves under 
his direélions. Machiavel indeed obferves, " that 
" all might now nave lived in peace, if the reftlefs 
" ambition of Corfo had not occaíioned freíh 
" troubles." But in this Machiavel is miftaken : 
if Corfo had not exifted, the people would have 
found fome other leader and confident. When 
the people feel that the government is unable or 
unwilling to proteft them againft the oppreffions 
of the nobles, they always feek out a Caffius, 
Maelius, Manlius, or Corfo, to affift the govern­
ment to protecl them, or to ereér. a new govern­
ment that wiil be able and willing. It is the de-
fec~t in the government, and the wants of the 
people, that excite and infpirit the ambition of 
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prívate neo., To be fure, the man of any diftinc-
tion, who liftens to the complaints of the people in 
fuch cafes, whether from ambition or huraanity, 
always creates himfelf much hatred and envy 
among the moft coniíderable citizens. In this 
cafe thefe paífions increafed to fnch a degree, that 
the faétion of the Neri divided and quarrelled 
among themfelves. T o aliénate the affeétions 
of the people from him, they gave out, as the 
ariftocracy always does in fuch cafes, that he fe-
cretly defigned to feize upon the government, and 
make himfelf king; and his magnificent manner 
of living, and marriage into the family of Fag-. 
giuola, head of the Bianchi and Ghibellines, made 
it eafily believed, His enemies took up arms 
againft him, and the greater part of the people, 
inftead of appearing in his defence, forfook him, 
and joined his adverfaries. He was impeached, but 
refufing to obey the fummons, was declared a con-
tumacious rebel. A civil war enfued ; many were 
killed on both fieles. After a furious defence, Corfa 
threw himfelf from his horfe, and was killed. 
Such was the unfortunate end of * Corfo Donati, 
to whom his country and the Neri owed much, 
both of their good and bad fortune; one of the 
moft eminent men that Florence ever produced, 
But Machiavel fhould have laid the blame upon 
the conftitution, not upon the reftlefs difpofition 
or turbulent fpirit of Corfo; becaufe it is impof^ 
fible for a man of Corfo's genius, valour, and ac-
tivity, in fuch a government, not to be reftlefs and 
turbulent; he is never fafe himfelf, and large bo-i 
dies of people are continually flattering and foli-
citing him, while others are threatening and per-
ecuting him. No nation has a righc to blame^ 

* Nerli, p. g. 
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fiich a citizen, until they have eftabliíhed a form 
of government that is capable of prote&ing hitn 
on one fide, and the people againft him on the 
other. This flimfy fovereignty of che fignori vvas 
inadequate to either purpofe. 

After the death of Corfo, ¡n 1308, the exiles 1308. 
from Florence excited Henry,*' the emperor, to a 
war againft that cicy, for their reftoration : the 
magiftrates applied to Robert, king of Naples, 
and gave him the government of the city for five 
years, to defend it, and proted: them. This ftorm, 
after raging fome time, blew over, by the death 
of the emperor.-f- The Ghibellines then, under 1313. 
the command of Faggiuola, renewed the war, by 
making themfelves mafters of Pifa, and cornmit-
ting depredations on the Florentine territories. 
The Florentines fought him,' and were totally 
defeated. They then applied to king Robert % 
for another general: he fent them the count di -
Andria, whofe bad condud, " added," fays Ma-
chiavel, " to the impatient temper of the Flo-
" rentines, which is foon tired with any form of 
" government, and ready to fall into fadtions 
" upon every accident," occafioned the city to 
divide again. Machiavel's feverity ought, hovv-
ever, to have been applied to the form of govern­
ment, not to the temper of the people, the Iatter 
being but the natural and neceflary effeft of the 
former. In fuch a government the people have 
no protection or fecurity; they are continually 
opprelfed, vexed, and irrirated, by one faftion 
or another, one ally or enemy or another, one af-
piring citizen or family or another, againft whofe 
ufurpations, as the conftitution añords no re-
drefs, they are obliged to recur to arms and a 

* Nerl.i, p. 10. f Ibid. 
X Nerli, p. 10. Muratori, Annal. tom, viii. p. 40. 
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change of government. The Florentines, in thts 
cafe, fought afliftance from France and Germany, 
but could obtain none: they were determined, 
however, to carry their point, took arms, drove 
the count out of the city, and fent for one Lando, 
of Agobbio, and made hitn their eflecutore, or 
rather didtator or executioner,* with full power 
over all the citizens. Lando, being naturally ra-
pacious and cruel, went about the city with a 
gang of armed men at his heels, hanging up one 
man and then another, as thofe who had fent f">r 
him gave him direétions; and at latí grew fo in~ 
folent, that he coined bad money with the Flo-
rentine ftamp, which nobody had courage enough, 
to oppofe, to fuch a height of power had he ar-
rived by the diíTenfions of the citizens ! Miferable 
indeed was the condición of the city atthat time, 
which neither the bitter remembrance of the evils 
produced by their former diíTenfions, ñor the dread 
of a foreign enemy at their gates, ñor the authority 
of a king, was íurficient to keep united ; though 
their pofleífions were daily ravaged and plundered 
abroad by Faggiuola, and at home by Lando. 
The nobility, raoít of the confiderable commons, 
and all the Guelphs,took the king's fide,and hated 
Lando and thofe who fupported him ; and, to 
free themfelves from fo ignominious a yoke, they 
wrote to king Robert privately, and intreated 
him to appoint count Guido his lieutenant at Flo-
rence, which he readily complied with; and the 
other party, though they had the fignori on their 
fide, durft not venture to oppofe a man of fo efta-i 
bliíhed a reputation. But the count foon found he 
had very little authority in the city, as the ma^ 
giftracy, and the ftandard-bearers of the feveral 

* Nerli, p. :q. 
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Ctfertpánies,openly favoured Lando and his friénds; 
Soon afterwards the citizens were reconciled and 
ünited under the king, by the friendly counfel 
of his daughter-in-law, and Lando, deprived of 
his authority, was fent back to Agobbio fatiated 
with blood and rapiñe.* The governmenc of 13164 
the king of Naples was continued three years 
longer; and as the feven who were then in the 
fignori were all of Lando's party, fix others were 
added to them of the king's, and they continued 
thirteen for fome time, but were afterwards re-
duced to feven again. 

About this time Caftruccio Caftracani -f dfove 1323* 
out Faggiuola, and fucceeded him in the govern- . 
ment of Lucca and Pifa. The Florentines had 
enough to do to obftrud the growth of the powef 
of this fpirited and fortúnate youth at the head of 
the Ghibelline intereft, and to defend themfelves 
againft him. That the fignori in this war might 
proceed with maturer deliberation, and executé 
with greater authority, they chofe twelve citizens, 
whom they called buonhomini, without whofe 
advice and confent the fignori were not to pafs 
any a¿t of importance. But this effort of nature 
to form a balance to this fimple governmenc was 
of íhort duración: the dominión of king Robert 
expired, and the government once more reverted 
to the citizens, who fet up the fame form of ma-
giftracy that had been formerly inftituted. The 
whole city was foon obliged to march againft 
Caftruccio, to the relief of Prato, and a procla-
mation was iflued by the fignori, that eVery cxile 
of the Guelph party, who carne in to the relief of 
Prato, ftiould afterwards have liberty to return 
home. This policy added four thoufand men to 

* Nerfi, p. ii» •}• Ibid. 
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their army, which before confifted of twenty trfeu-
fand foot and fifteen hundred horfe. Caftruccio, 
afraid of fo formidable a forcé, retreated to Lucca. 
Upon this retreat, great difputes arofe in the Flo-
fentine camp, between the nobility and people, 
about purfuing Caftruccio: thefe debates were re-
ferred to the fignori, which, confifting at this 
time of commoners as well as of nobility, was as 
much divided in opinión. Upon this the people 
rofe in a tumult, and forced the fignori to give way 
to them; but it was now too late to follow Caf­
truccio, and the people were fo exafperated, that 
they would not íuffer the public faith to be kept 
with the exiles. The nobility had íbme regard to 
their honour, though the people had not, and 
took the part of the exiles, which produced ano-
ther civil war. As it generally happens in ali 
commonwealths, that after any revolution or re-
markable criiis fome or other of the oíd laws are 
abrogated, and new ones made in their room, fo 
though the fignori at firft was changed every two 
months, yet the magiftrates who-were now in of­
fice, having great power, took upon themfelves 
to conftitute a fignori out of all the moft conii-
derable citizens, to continué forty months, whofe 
ñames were to be put into a bag or purfe, which 
"was called imborfation, and a certain number of 
them drawn out by lot at the end of every iecond 
month; whereas before, whén the oíd magiftrates 
went out of office, new ones were always choíen by 
the council. As the council coniííted only of the 
moft cónfiderable citizens, the government was 
before but a felf-created, or at leaft felf-continued 
ariftocracy : now it was equally fo, with this dif-
ference only, that lot was fubftituted in the room of 
choice. As the lot was not to be now renewed til! 
after a ierm of above three years3 it was thqught 
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they had extinguiihed the caufes of all fuch difc 
gufts and tumults as ufed to happen from the 
frequent return of ele£tions, and the number of 
competitors for the magiftracy; not being aware 
how little advantage and how many mifchiefs 
were likely to flow frorn them. 

In 1325, in a war with Caftniccio, the Floren- 1325« 
tines were betrayed by their general Raymondo. 
This man faw that the Florentines had been fo 
liberal in difpofing of themfelves, that they had 
íbmetimes conferred their government upon kings, 
fometimes upon legates, and fometimes upon per-
fons of much inferior quality ; he thought, if he 
coukl reduce them to any extremity, they, per-
haps, would make him their prince: he was veiy 
importúnate with them togive him the fame com-
mand in the city that he had over their army, as 
he pretended he could not otherwife either require 
or expeél that neceflary obedience which was due 
to a general. Not being gratified, he trifled and 
delayed, till he was attacked, and defeated with 
great llaughter, and the lois of his own life; re-
ceivingthat puniíhment from the hands of fortune, 
that his ambition and perfidy had merited from 
the Florentines» The havoc, the depredations, 
imprifonments, burnings, and every other kind of 
devaftation made by Caftniccio upon the Floren­
tines after this viftory, forced them to offer their 
government to Charles, duke of Calabria,* fon 1326^ 
of king Robert, upon condition that he would de-
fend them; for as that family had been ufed to rule 
over them, they chofe rather to íhelter themfelves 
under him as their prince, than to truft him as an 
ally. But Charles being engaged in the wars of 
Sicily, fent Gualtiery a Frenchman, and duke of 

¿* * Nerli, p. 1 i . 
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Athens, as his lieutenant, who new-modelled 
the magiftracy as he thought fit. His behaviour 
was, in appearance, at firft fo modeíl and tempé­
rate, that he gained the affeétions of every one. 

1326. In *326 Charles came ¡n perfon with a thou-
fand horfe, and his prefence gave fome check to 

«. ' Caftruccio, and prevented him from roving and 
plundering the country as he had done: but if 
the citizens faved any thing abroad, it was loft 
again at home; and when their enemies were 
curbed, they became a prey to the infolenee and 
oppreffion of their friends. As the fignori were 
entirely undcr the influence of the duke of Athens, 
he exa&ed four hundred thoufand florins from the 
city, in one year, though it was exprefsly ftipu-
lated in the agreement made with him, that be 
fhould not raife above two hundred thoufand in 
thewhole; befides which, either Charles or his 
father were continually laying fome heavy tax 
or other upon the citizens. Thefe miferies were 
ftill increafed by nevv jealoufies, freíh enemies, and 
more extenfive vvars, in which all the neighbour-
ing powers were involvedj till fuddenly Caftruc­
cio, and Charles, duke of Calabria and lord of 

1328. Florence, both died. Tt^e Florentines, unex-
pe¿ledly delivered from the oppreffion of one, 
and dread of the other, and having once more 
recovered their liberty, began to reform the com-
monwealth. They abrogated the ordinances of 
all former councils, and created two nevv ones, 
one of which confiíted of three hundred of the 
commons, and the other of two hundred and fifty 
of both commoners and nobility: the former was 
called the council of the people, and the latter the 
common council. 

After the death of Caftruccio, in 1328, till the 
year 
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year 1340, the Florentines connnued wholly in-
tent upon their affairs and warsabroad. ln 1340 
new difturbances arofe at home. The governors 
of the city had two vvays of maintaining and in-
creafing their authority : one was, by managing 
the imborfations in fuch a manner as always to 
fecure the íignori either to themfelves or their 
creatures; the other, by getting judges chofea 
who they knew would be favourable to them in 
their fentences. And how is it poffible, in any 
fimple government, to prevent fuch management, 
to dravv all the legiílative, executive, and judicial 
power into one center, and that center a junto of 
ariftocratics ? But in this cafe, not contení with 
two judges, the goveinors fometimes conftituted 
a third, whom they called captain of the guards; 
with which office they now velted Jacomo d'Agob-
bio, and gave him an abfolute power over the 
citizens. This Jacomo, under the dirección of 
the governors, behaved with the moít íhamelefa 
infolence and partiality, daily injuring or affront-
ing fomebody or other. Some who were nobly 
born, and men of high fpirit, were provoked te» 
fuch a degree, that a ftranger íhould be intro-
duced into the city by a few of their fellow-citi-
zens who had the power in their hands, on pur-
pofe to infult and abufe all the rell, that they en-
tered into a confpiracy, with many other noble 
families, and fome of the commoners, ¡ that were 
difgufted at fo tyrannical a government, to revenge 
themfelves : henee a confpiracy, that again in-
volved the city in blood, in 1340. By artífice 
and forcé together the fignori prevailed, and fup-
preffed the confpiracy, beheading fome, and pro-
claiming feveral other families rebels.* How-

* Nerli, p. 14. 

ever, 



Fhrencei 

ever, it did not fatiate the revenge cif thofe irl ad-
miniftration, to havc conqnered and fuppreffed 
thofe farnilies: but, like almoit all other men, 
whofe infolence commonly increafes with their 
povver, they grew more imperious and arbitrary as 
they grew ftronger; for though they liad only one 
captain of the guards to tyrannife over the city 
before, they now appointed another to refide in. 
the country, and vefted him with very great an-
thority ¿ fo that any one who was in the leaft ob-> 
noxious to government could not live quietly, 
either within the city or without it. The nobi-
lity, in particular, were daily abufed and infultec! 
by them in fuch a manner, that they only waited 
for an opportunity to revenge themfelves at any 
rate 5 and as one foon happened, they did not 
fail to take advantagc of it. The Florentines hád 
purchafed Lucca, and carried on a war to recover 
i t ; but, after a long ftrúggle, were driven out 
of it, with much difhonour, and the lofs of all 
their purchafe-money. This difafter, as it ufually 
happens in like cafes, threw the people of Flo-
rence into fuch a rage againft their governors, that 
they publicly infultod and upbraided them with 
their ill conduét. and adminiílration, in all places, 
and upon every opportunity. 

In the beginning of the war, the management 
of it had been committed to twenty ckizens, who 
appointed Malateíla de Rimini commander in 
chiefof their forces in that expedition : but as he 
executed that charge with little courage, had lefs 
difcretion, they folicited Robert, king of Naples, 
forfupplies; which he accordingly fent them, un* 
der the command of Gualtier, duke of Athens, 
who, as the evil deftiny of the city would have it, 
arrived there juít at the time when the enterprife 
againft Lucca had miicarried. 

Tkc 
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The duke of Athens arrived at this time,* and 1342, 
the governors being in great fear of the multi-
tude, made him confervator of the peace and 
commander in chief, that he might have both au-
thority and power enough to defend them. The 
nobility novv refolved to take their revenge, even 
though it fhould occafion the deftruction of the 
city ; imagining there was no other way left to get 
the better of the people, who had fo long domi-
neered over them, but to reduce them into fub-
jection to a prince, who, being well acquainted 
with the worth and generofity of the nobility, and 
the infolence of the commons, might treat both 
parties according to their deferts. They had many 
private meetings to perfuade the duke to take the 
government wholly into his hands, and promifed 
to fupport him with all their intereft and power. 
Several of the moft confiderable commoners joined 
them, particularly the families of the Peruzzi, 
Acciaivoli, Antellefi, and Buonaccorfi. Suchen-
couragement, and fo fair an opportunity, inflamed 

-the duke, who was naturally ambitious,„with a 
ftill greater thirft of power : and to ingratiate him-
felf with the lower fort of the people, by aéting 
like a juft and upright magiftrate, he ordered a 
procefs to be commenced againíl thofe that had 
been entruíled with the management of the late 
war againíl the Lucchefe: in confequence of which 
Giovanni de Medid and two others were put to 
death, feveral others baniíhed, and many obüged 
to pay large fums of money for their pardon. 
This fevere manner of proceeding alarmed the 
middle fort of citizens, though it was very grate-
ful to the nobility and common people, as the 
lactsr generally take pleafure in executions, and 

* Nerli, p. i j . i 
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the former were not a Hule rejoiced at the fall oí 
thofe by whom they had been fo grievouíly op-
prefíed: ib that, whenever the duke patíed through 
the ftreets, they refounded with acclamations and 
praifes of his juftice and refolution, while every 
one exhorted him to perfevere in his endeavours 
to deted the guilty, and bring therrt to condign 
puniíhment. Notwithftanding all the expoftula-

1342. tions of the íignori, in 1342, in an afíembly of 
all the people, the government was given to the 
duke for life, and he was carried about in a 
chair, amidíl the acclamations of the multitude; 
the ítandard of the city was torn to pieces, and 
the duke's planted in its ftead, at which all the 
good citizens were infinitely grieved and morti-
fied, whilft thofe, either out of malice or ftupi-
dity, had confented to this ele&ion, did not a 
little rejoice. 

Machiavel's next taík is to give us a detall of 
the duke's tyrannical behaviour, which was as wild, 
cruel, and mad, as all other tyrannies have been 
which were created on the ruins of a republic. 
The duke perceived the general odium he had iri« 
curred; but affecled to think himfelf extrernely 
beloved. He was informed of a plot againft him, 
in which the family of the Medici, and others, were 
concerned; but he ordered the informer to be put 
to death. He cut out the tongue of Bettoni for 
complaining of heavy taxes, &c. His outrages 
were fufficient to roufe the Florentines, who neither 
knew how to valué their liberty, ñor endure ila-
very, fays Machiavel. But the truth is, they had 
no liberty to valué, and nothing but ílavery to 
endure; their conftitution was no protección of 
right; their laws never governed. They were 
llaves to every freak and paffion, every party and 
faction, every afpiring or difappointed noble: 

fome-
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fometimes to the pope, fometimes to the king 
of Naples, fometimes to Lando; fometimes to 
one nobleman, fometimes to another; fometimes 
to their own fignori, and fometimes to their cap-
tains of arts. Jf the word republic muft be ufed 
to íignify every government in which more than 
one man has a íhare, this muíl be called by that 
ñame it is true; but a republic and a free govern­
ment may be different things. 

There were now three confpiracies on foot 
againíl the duke at once; but each confpiracy was 
a new fyftem of ryranny, and aimed only at in-
troducing one fyftem inftead of another, inftead 
of any concert, orreafonablecombination, totake 
down a bad government and fet up a good one. 
The three natural diviíions of fociety formed three 
different plots to fet up a new tyranny, each in 
jts own way: the nobility had one plot, the 
commons another, and the artificers a third, 
What ideas of the rights of mankind muft thefe 
people have entertained! The commons had been 
deprived of the government, and they had no 
idea that the nobility or artifans had any rights; 
the nobility were not reftored to the government, 
which was all they wanted; and the artifans had 
loft their bufinefs: but none of thefe orders could 
communicate with the others. Affaffination of 
the duke feems to have been all the objeft in 
view, as if that would remedy all the evils : the 
plots, however, were too freely communicated, 
and at laft were told to the duke. 

In 1343 the city was all in a tumult, and * 343« 
" Liberty, liberty !" was the cry. A war was 
carried on in the city, and each party changed 
fides feveral times ; but, after long diftraétions, 
and much bloodíhed and devaftation, the duke 
was blocked up in the palace, and the citizens 
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affembled to reform the government. Four-
teen perfons, one half of them of the nobility, 
and the other commoners, with the archbifhop, 
had full power given them to new-model the 
ftate. The judicial deparrment was commltted 
to fix magiftrates, who were co adminifter juftice 
till the arrival of the perfon who íhould be 
chofen to fill that office. " Greater, certainly," 
fays Machiavel, " and morecruel, is therefentment 
of the people when they have recovered their 
liberty, than when they are acling in defence 
of ic; and an inítance of brutal ferocity hap-
pened here that is a difgrace to human nature. 
The people infifted upon fome perfons being de-
Hvered up to them, and among them a father and 
fon j who were brought out and delivered 
up to thoufands of their enemies : and though the 
fon was not eighteen, yet neither his youth ñor in-, 
nocence, ñor the gracefulnefs of his perfon, were 
fufficient to protect him from the rage of the 
multitude. Many who could not get near enough 
to reach them whilft they were alive, thruft their 
fwords into them after they were dead ; and not 
content with this, they tore their carcaffes to pieces 
with their nails and teeth, that fo all their fenfes 
might be glutted with revenge; and after they 
had feafted their ears with their groans, their 
eyes with their wounds, and their touch with 
tearing the fleíh off their bones, as if all this 
was not enough, the tafte likewife muft have its 
íhare and be gratified." This is Machiavel's de-
fcription of this favage barbarity ; and his words 
are here preferved, that it may be feen and con-
fidered, that human nature is the fame in a mob 
as upon a throne, and that unbridled paffions are 
at leaft as brutal and diabolical, and unlimited 
power as tyrannicaJ, in a mob as in a monarch or 
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fenate : they are worfe, for there is always a 
number among them vvho are under lefs reftraints 
of íhame and decency. After "tlie people were 
thus fatiated vvith blood, the duke and his friends 
were fuíFered to withdraw, with their effecls, un 
molefted out of Florence. After fome difputes 
between the nobility and people, it was agreed 
that one third of the fignori, and one half of the 
other magiftrates and other offices of ftate, fhould 
confiíl of the nobility. The city was divided into 
fix parts, each of which chofe one of the íignori; 
and though ic fometimes happened that their nurjo-
ber was increafed to "twelve or tbirteen, yet they 
were afterwards again reduced to fix. But as thefe 
fix parts were not duly proportioned, and they 
defigned to give more power and authority to the 
nobility, it was neceífary to rnake a new regula-
tion in this point, and to increafe the number of 
fignori. They divided the city therefore into* 
quarters, and chofe three of the fignori out of 
each. The ftandard-bearer of juftice, and thofe 
of the feveral companies, were laid aíide; andin-
ftead of the twelve buonhomini, they created 
eight couníellors, four of each quality. 

" Thecomrqonwealth," fays Machiavel," being 
<£ fettled upan this bottom, migbt have continued 
t£ quiet and happy, if the nobility could have 
<£ been content to confine themfelves within the 
'* bounds of that moderation which is requinte 
" in all republican governments." It is impof-
fible to read thefe grave reflections of Machia­
vel and Nedham, fo often repeated, with pati-
ence. It would be as wife to fay, that the nation 
might be quiet and happy under a defpot or 
monarch, if the defpot or manaren, and his mu 
nifters and minions, could be content and mo­
dérate; or that the commonwealth might be 
happy underan oligarchy or íimpleatiftocracy, if 
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all concerned in government could be contení and 
modérate. When we know human nature to be 
utterly incapable of this content, why íhould we 
íuppofe it? Human nature is querulous and dif-
contented wherever it appears, and almoít a!l the 
happinefs it is capable of arifes from this difcon-
tetited humour. It is aftion, not reft, that con-
fíitutes our pleafure. A11 we have to do is to 
guard and provide againft this quality; we can-
not eradicate it. " But the behaviour of the no-
" bility was quite the contrary," fays Machiavel; 
" for as they always difdained the thoughts of 
" equality, even when they lived a private life, fo 
" now they were in the magiftracy they thought to 
<c domineer over the whole city, and every day 
*' produced frefh inftances of their pride and arro-
" gance ; which exceedingly galled the people, 
" when they faw they had depofed one tyrant, 
" only to make room for a thoufand." All this 
one may fafely beüeve tobeexaclly true; butwhat 
then ? Why, they ought to have feparated the 
nobles from the commons, and made each inde-
pendent on the other. Mixed together, in equal 
halves, the nobles will for ever tyrannife. The 
infolence of one fide, and the indignation and 
impatience of the other, at laft increafed to fuch 
a height, that both fides flew to arms, and the peo-
pie, beingmoft numerous, carried their point, and 
deprived the nobles in the fignori of their aiubo-
rity : the four counfellors of their order were alfa 
turned out of their offices, and the remaining 
éumber increafed to twelve, which confifted of 
commoners only, Befides which, the eight which 
remained in the fignori not only made a new 
ftandard-bearer of juftice, and fixteen orher ftand-
ard-bearers over the companies of the people, but 
modelled all the councils in fucli a manner, that 
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the govern.ment was now entirely in the hands of 
the people: and we íhall foon lee how well it. 
operated.—There happened a great dearth in Flo-r 
rtnce, lo that there were grievous difcontents both 
among the nobility and common people: the 
former repining at the lofs of their authority, and 
the latter murmuring for want of bread. Andrea 
Strozzi fold corn as cheap as Mseiius did inj 
Rome. This drew fuch numbers to his houfe, 
that he boldly mounted his horfe one morning» 
and putting himfelf at the head of them, called 
upon all the reft of the people to take up arms : 
by which means he got together above four thou-
íknd men in lels than an hour, and conduéling them 
to the palace of the fignori, demanded the doors 
of it to be thrown open to him. This attempt 
was too bold and raíh to fucceed: yet it gavethe 
nobility freíh hopes of recovering their power, 
now they faw the inferior fort of people fo incenfed 
agahift the commons. They refolved to take arms» 
and make ufe of all manner of alties to regaia 
that by forcé which they conceived had been 
taken from them with fo much injuíHce; and 
to infure fuccefs, they provided themfelves with 
arms, fortified their houíes, and fent to their friends 
in L'ombaidy for fupplies. The commons and the 
fignori, on the other hand, were no lefs bufy in 
arming themfelves, and fent to the Sianefe and 
Perugians to defire their affiítance ; ib that when 
the auxiliarles on each fide arrived, the whole city 
was foon in arms.—We ought to paufe here, and 
remark a combination of parties tha,t is perfedtly 
natural, though it has feidom occurred in rhe 
hillory of any nation fo diftinctly as to be def-
canted on by hiftorians or politicians. Here is as 
diüincl a divifion between the commons and the 
jkiwer clafs, as there ever- was between nobles and 
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commons. By the commons in this place are 
rneant, thofe citizens who in every nation of thc 
world are commonly denominated tke mlddling 
peopk, who, it muft be confcíTed, have been, in all 
ages and councries, the moft induftrious and frugal, 
and evcry way the moft virtuous pan of the com-
munity. ín all countries they have fome influence; 
in many they have had fome ihare in the govern-
ment: but no inftance but this is at prefent recol-
lecled where they have ever had a fovereignty in 
their hands, cxcluíive both of the higheft and 
loweft cíaíTes of citizens. As if it had been the 
intention of Providence to exhibit to mankind a 
demonftration, that power has the fame effefts 
«pon all minds, we 6nd in this inftance the Flo-
rentine cornmons difcovering the fame difpofition 
to tyrannife over all above and all below them, as 
clearly as ever kings, nobles, or mobs, difcovered, 
it when they had the power. The nobility drew 
up in three divifions. The commons, aflembled 
tinder the ftandard of juftice, and the colours of 
their refpeétive companies, and under the com» 
mand of the Mtdici, immediately attacked one 
of the divifions of the nobility. At this time 
the Medid were only commoners j we íhall here-
after fee that they became nobles and fovereigns, 
and have placed fons and daughters on fome of 
the thrones of Europe. The action was hot and 
bloody for three hours, during which they had 
great ftones tumbled down on their heads from the 
tops of the houfes, and were terribiy galled with 
crofs-bows below. All parties behaved with an 
obftinate bravery, that w^uld have done honour to 
any good cauíe; but it is unneceflary to relate all 
theattacks anddefences, and all the viciífitudes of 
fortune, in the courfe of the civil war: the num-
bers of the commoners finally prevailed, " upon 
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u which," fays Machiavel, " the people» efpe-
" cially the inferior fort of them, naturaliy rapa-
" cious and greedy of fpoil, began to plunder 
" the houfes of the nobility, which they afterwards 
cc burnt down to the ground ; and committed 
" fuch other outrages, as the bittereft enemy to 
" the city of Florence would ha ve been aíhamed 
" of." The nobility being in this mannerentirely 
fubdued, the people took upon them to reform 
the ftate ¡ and as there vvere three degrees of them, 
it was ordained, that the higheft rank íhould have 
the nomination of two of the fignori, the middle 
fort of three, and the loweíl of three more, and 
that the ftandard-bearer of jullice íhould be chofen 
by turns out of all three» The oíd laws were re-
vived and put in execution againít the nobility j 
and, to reduce them ftill more effeótually, many 
of them were incorporated with the other claffes.* 
By thele means they were brought fo low, that 
they became abjeét and pufillanimous, and never 
durft rife any more againft the people; To that 
being deprwed of their arms and honours, their 
fpirit and generofity likewife feemed to be extin-
guiíhed. After this depreffion of the nobles, the 
plague, of which above ninety-fix thoufand peo­
ple died in Florence, and a war with the Vicenti, 
kept the city in tranquillity till 1353. The war 
being ended, new faclions fprung up in the city; 
for though the nobility were ruined, fortune found 
other means to raife freíh troubles and difíen-
fions. 

The bitter animofities which generally happen 
between the people and nobility, from an ambi­
ción in the one to command, and a reluctance In 
the other to obey, are the natural fources oí thoie 

* Nerli, p. 18. Molti aweliti fi fanno popolani. 
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Calarnities that are incident to commonwealths;' 
for all other evils that ufually difturb their peace 
are both occafioned and fomented by this contra-
riety of difpofitions. It was this that kept Rome 
ío long divided. This alfo gave birth to the fac-
tions that fprung up in Florence; though indeed 
it produced very different effecls at laft in thc 
two cities; for the difputes that firft arofe be-
tween the nobility and people of Rome were 
determined by reafon and expoftulation; butthofe 
of Florence by the fword. In Rome, that was' 
effe&ed by the laws, which in Florence could 
Hardly be done by the baniíhment and death of 
numbers of their citizens. The quarrels of the 
Romans ftill added to their fpirit and military vir-
tue; while thofe of the Florentines utterly extin-
guiíhed them. The formerdeftroyed that equaüty 
which was at firft eftabliíhed, and introduced a 
prodigious difparity among the citizens: the latter, 
on the contrary, aboliíhed all fuperiority or dif-
ference of rank, and put every man upon the 
íame level. This diverfity of effefts muft cer-
tainly have proceeded from a difference of views. 
The people of Rome defired no more than to 
íhare wiih the nobility in the adminiftration of 
the commonwealth; but the people of Florence 
were not only defirous to have the government 
of the ftate to themfelves, but ufed violent mea-
fures, and took up arms to exelude their nobles 
from any part in it: and as the lerms of the 
Román people were more modérate, their de-' 
mands feemed not unreafonable to the nobility, 
who therefore complied with them ; fo that, after 
fome little bickerings, and without coming to an 
open rupture, a law was made, by which the peo­
ple were fatisfied, at leaft for a time, "and the 
nobles continued in theií honours and oíüces. ' Oa 
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•the other hand, the demands of the Florentine 
people were fo extravagant and injurious, that thc 
nobility took up arms to fupport their privileges, 
and their quarrels grew to fuch a height, that 
numbers were either baniihed or flain before they 
could be ended; and the lavvs afterwards made, 
were calculated rather for the prívate advantage 
of the viftors, than the good of the public. " The 
fuccefs of the people of Rome made that ftate 
more powerful; for as they were equally admitted 
to govern the commonwealth, and to command 
their armies and provinces, with the nobiiity, they 
became infpired with the fanne virtue and magna-
nimity; and as they grew more public fpirited, 
their power alfo increafed. But in Florence, when 
the people had fubdued the nobility, they divefted 
them of all manner of authority, and leftthem 
no poflibility of recovering any part of it, except 
they would entirely conform to their cuftoms and 
way of living, and not only fubmit to appear, but 
to be commoners like themfelves. And this was 
the reafon that induced them to change their arms 
and vary their titles, and the ñames of their fami-
lies, which was \o frequent in thofe times among 
the nobility, in order to infinuate themfelves into 
the affe&ions of the people : fo that the military 
fpirit, and greatnefs of foul, for which the nobility 
had been held in fuch veneración, was utterly ex-
tinguiíhed, and not by any means to be raifed in 
the people, where there, were no feeds of i t : by 
which means Florence became every day more 
abje& and pufitlanimous. And whereas Rome at 
laft grew fo powerful and wanton by the efTeft 
of its virtue, that it could not be governed other-
wife than by one prince ; Florence was reduced 
fo low, that a wife legiflator might eafily have 
modelled ir, and givcn it what fonn he pleafed. 
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The fa&ions between the nobility and the com-
mons, which ended in the utter ruin of the for-
mer, have been already related; but peacc was 
not obtained. All authority was in one center, 
the commons; and thtre were other orders of ci-
tizens who were not fatisñed; the fame contefl: 
therefore continued, under a new form and new 
ñames. They now happened between the com­
mons and plebeians, which were only new ñames, 
in reality, for a new nobility and commons: the 
commons now took the place of the nobility, and 
the plebeians that of the commons. Machiavel 
is as clear and full for a mixed government as any 
writer; but the noble invention of the negative 
of an executive, upon a legiflature in tv/o branches, 
which is the only remedy in coniefts between no­
bles and commons, feems never to have entered 
his thoughts; and nothing is more entertaining 
than that mift which is perpetually before eyes ft> 
piercing, fo capable of looking fo far through the 
hearts and deeds of men as his, for want of that 
thought. " There feemed to be no feeds of fu-
*f ture diflenfions left in Florence." No feeds ! 
Not one leed had been eradicated: all the feeds 
that ever exifted remained in full vigour. The 
feeds were in the human heart; and weré as ready 
to íhoot in commons and plebeians, as they had 
been in nobles. " But the evil deltiny of our 
** city, and want of good conduér, occafioned a 
" new emulation between the families of the Al-
" bizi and the Ricci,* which produeed as fatal 

" divifions 

* Efano in que' tempi cofi fatti gli Albizi, e' kicci duc 
famiglie popolane intra í'altre di gran reputazione, e di molto 
feguito, per efler di parentado grandiffimo, ed erano ¡n ciaf-
cheduna di effe, uomini grandi, e reputati, e che afpiravano 
rooko allí primi gradi del governo, e alia grandezza dello 
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" divifions as thofe berween the Buondelmontí and 
" Uberci, and the orher betwcen the Cherchi and 
" Donati, had done before." It was no evil def» 
tiny peculiar to Florence; it is common to every 
city, nation, village, and club. The evil deftiny 
is in human nature. And if the plebeians had 
prevailed over the commons, as thefe had done 
over the nobility, fome two plebeian families 
would have appeared upon the ftage, with all the 
emulation of the Albizi and Ricci, to oecafion 
divifions and diíTenfions, feditions and rebellions, 
confifcations and baniíhments, afiafiinations, con-
flagrations, and maflacres, and all other fuch good 
things as appear for ever to recommend a fimpíe 
government in every form. When it is found in 
experience, and appears probable in theory, that 
fo íimple an invention as a feparate executive, with 
power to defend itfelf, is a full remedy againíl the 
fatal effecTs of diffenfions between nobles and com­
mons, why íhould we ftill finally hope that fimple 
governments or mixtures of two ingredients only, 
will produce eífefls which they never did, and we 
know never can ? Why íhould the people be ftill 
deceived with infinuations, that thofe evils arofe 
from the deftiny of a particular city, when we 
know that deftiny is common to all mankind ? 
" Betwixt the two families of Albizi and Ricci 
" there was a mortal hatred, each confpiring the 
" deftruólion of the other, in orJer to engrofs the 
" fole management of the commomveulth with 
** lefs difficulty.* However, they had not as yet 

" taken 

flato loro, c pero traendo ad un medefimo fegno, eratra loro 
l'odio, e l'emulazione, ma non giá erano venuti a manifefta 
divifione, ne all' armi, per infino all'anno 1353. Nerli, 
p. 21. 

* E pero Uguccione de Rieci relrringendoli, come capo di 
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*' taken up arms, or proceeded to open violence 
" on either-fide, but only thwarted each other in 
m counci!, and the execution of cheir offices."—A 
prívate quarrel happened in the market, andaru-
rnour was inftanrly fpread, nobody knew by whom, 
that the Ricci were going to attack the Albizi •, 
and by others it was faid, that the Albizi were 
préparing to fall upon the Ricci. Thefe ftories 
were carried to both parties, and occafioned fuch 
an uproar throughout the whole city, that the ma-
giftrates found it very difficult to keep the two 
families and their friends, from coming to a battle 
in earneft; though neither fide had intended any 
fuch thing, as was malicioufly reponed. This dif-
turbance, though accidental, inflamed their former 
animofities,and determinedboth fides to ftrengthen 
their parties, and be upon their guard; and fince 
the citizens were reduced to fuch a degree of 
equaüty by the fuppreffion of the nobility, that 
the magi (trates were held in greater reverence than 
ever they had been before, each family refolved to 
avail themfelves rather of public and ordinary 
means, than of prívate violence. 

The intrigues of thefe two families to fupplant 
each ocher are very curious; but as the detail of 
them is long, we íhall- leave the reader to amufe 
Jiimfelf with them at his leifure, and come to a 
fpeech rmde to the fignori, by añ eminent citizen, 
when aíFairs were become fo critical and danger-
ous as to alarm all impartial men. " The com-

quella famigEa, con gli fuoi conforti, e con i primi capi della 
loro i'etta, peníarono di poter privar del governo gli Albizi, 
Come difcetí ínticamente d'Arezzo, e pero tegnenti del Ghi-
bellino ogni volta, che fi ritrovaffe una kgge, per la qualé 
era prohibito a qualunque difcefo di Ghtbellino di poter 
pfcrcitare officio, o magiftrato alcuno, la quel legge era difu-
fata, n¿ piu s'adoperava, ne fi mettava in atto o s'ofiervava 
in modo alcuno. Nerli, p . a i , 
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" mon difeafe," fays he, " magnificent figniorsi 
" of the ocher cities in Italy has invaded ours, 
" and is continually cating deeper and de§per into 
" íts vitáis. All our towns, for want of due re-
*' ftraint, have ran into extreme?, and from liberty 
" degenerated into duwnright licentioufnefs, mak-
" ing fuch laws and inftituting fuch governments, 
" as were rather calculated to foment and fupport 
" fa&ions, than maintain freedom. From this 
" fource are derived all the defects ar»d drforders 
" we labour under: no friendíhip or union is to 
" be found among the citizens, except betwixt 
" fuch as are accomplices in fome wicked deiign, 
" either againft their neighbours or their country; 
" all religión and fear of God are utterly ex-
*c tinguiihed j promifes and oaths are no further 
" binding than they ferve to promote fome pri-
" vate advantage, and taken, not with any defign 
" to obferve them, but as neceffary means to fa-
" cilitate the perpetration of villanies, which are 
" even honoured and applauded as good conduft, 
" if they meet with íuccefs. From henee it 
" comes to pafs, that the moft wicked and aban-
" doned wretches are admired asable, enterprifing 
" men; while the innocent and confcientious 
*' are laughed at, and defpifed as fools. The 
," young men are indolent and effeminate; the 
" oíd, lafeivious and contemptible: without re-
" gard to age or fex, every place is full of the 
" moft licentious brutality, for which the laws 
" themfelves, though good and wholefome, are " 
" yet fo partially executed, that they do notafford 
<f any remedy. This is the real caufe of that 
" felfiíh fpirit which now fo generally prevails, 
" and of that ambition, not for true glory, but 
w for places which diíhonour the poíTeíTors: 
H henee proceed thofe fatal animofities., thofe feeds 
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* oí envy, revenge, and faftion, with theirufuaí 
" actendants, executions, baniíhrnents, deprefíion 
" of gogd men, and exaltation of the wicked.-̂ — 
'* The ringleaders of parties varniiried over their 
" pernicious defigns with fome facred tide : for 
<c being, in reality, enemies to ali Jiberty, they 
" more effeétually deflroy it, by pretending to 
" defend the rights fometimes of the nobility, 
" fometimes of the commons j fince the fruit 
" which they expeét from a victory is not the 
f* glory of havingdelivered their country, but the 
" fatisfaction of having conquered the oppofite 
" party and fecured the government of the ftate 
" to themfelves; and when once they have ob-
" tained that, tbere is no fort of cruelty^ injuftice, 
" or rapiñe, that they are not guilty of. From 
" thenceforward laws areena&ed, not for the com-
f* mon good, but for private ends; war and peacc 
*c are made, and alliances conciuded, not for the 
" honour of the public, but to gratify the hu-
f* mours of particular men: our laws, our ftatutes, 
" and civil ordinances, are made to indulge the 
** caprice, or ferve the ambition of the conqueror, 
" not to promote the true intereft of a free peo-
" pie; fo that one fadion is no fooner extin-
" guiíbed, but another is lighted up. A city that 
" endeavours to fupport itíelf by parties inftead 
" of laws, can never be at peace; for when one 
" prevails, and is left without oppofition, it necef-
" farüy divides again. When theGhibellines were 
" deprefíed, every one thought theGueíphs would 
" then have lived in peace and fecurity ; and yet 
" it was not long before they divided into the fac-
" tion of the Neri and Bianchi. When the Bianchi 
" werereduced, newcommotions arofe, fometimes 
" in favour of the éxiles, fometimes betwixt the 
" oobility and people; and to giye that away to 
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" others, which we could not or would not poílefs 
• quietly ourfelves, we firft committed our liber-
" ties into the hands of king Robert, then of his 
" brother, next of his fon, and laft of all to the 
" mercy of the duke of Athens, never fetding or 
" repofing under any government; as people that 
" could neither be fatisfied with being free, ñor 
" fubrnit to live in flavery. Nay, fo much was 
*' óur ftate inclined to divifion, that rather than 
" acquiefce under the government of a king, it 
" meanly proftituted itfelf to the tyranny of a 
** vile and pitiful Agobbian. The duke of Athens 
" was no íboner expeüed, but we took up arms 
" again, and fought againfteach otherwith more 
** rancour and inveteracy than ever, till the an-
" cient nobility were entirely fubdued, and lay at 
" the mercy of the people. It was then the general 
" opinión there would be no more faftiens or 
" troubles in Florence, fince thofe were humbled 
" whofe infupportable pride and ambition had 
" been the chief occafion of them : but we now 
" fee that pride and ambition, which was thought 
" to be utterly extinguiíhed by the fall of the no-
" bility, now fprings up again among the people, 
" who begin to be equally impatient for autho-
" rity, and afpire with the lame vehemence to the 
" firft offices in the commonwealth. It feems the 
*f will of Heaven that certain families íhould 
" fpring up in all commonwealths to be the peft 
" and ruin of them: ourcicy owes its miferies 
*' and diftraftions not merely to one or two, but 
" to fevesal of thofe families; firft to the Buon-
" delmonti and Uberti, next to the Donati and 
" Cherchi, and now, to our íhame be it fpoken, 
" to the Ricci and Albizí. Why may not this 
" commonwealth, in fpite of former examples to 
u the contrary, not only be united, but reformed 
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," and improved by new laws and conftitudonsr ? 
" Tou mufi not impute the faftions of' our ancejlors 
** to the nature of men, but to the tniqu'ity of the 
" times, which beingnow altered, afford this city 
" fair hopes of better fortune ; and our diforders 
•" may be corrected by the inllitution of whole-
* fome laws, by a'prudent reftrainc of ambition, 
** and by prohibiting iuch cuftoms as tend to 
" nouriíh and propágate faftions, and by íubfti-
" tuting others that may conduce to maintain 
** liberty and good civil government." 

This ipeech, although upon the vyhole it is ex-
ceilent, has feveral eíTential miftakes. That cer-
tain families will fpring up in every fimple go­
vernment, and in every injudicious mixture of 
ariftocracy and democracy, to be the peft and ruin 
of them, is moft certain. It is the will of Heaven 
thatthe happinefsof nationsfhoulddepend upon the 
«fe of their reafon, as well as that of individuáis; 
they muft therefore provide for themfelves con-
ftitutions, which will reftrain the ambition of fa­
milies : without the reftraint, the ambition cannot 
be prevented; nature has planted it in every hu­
man heart. The faftions of their anceftors ought 
not to have been imputed to the iniquity of the 
times j for all times and places are fo iniquitous. 
Thofe faftions grew out of the nature of men urr-
der fuch forms of government; and the new form 
ought to have been fo contrived, as to produce a 
remedy for the evil. This might have been done ; 
for there is a way of making the laws more pow-
erful thanany particular perfons or families.—As 
this advice was conformable to the fentiments of 
the fignori, they appointed fifty-6x citrzens* to 
provide for the fafety of the commonwealth : but 
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as moft people are fitter to preferve good order, 
than to reítore it when loft, theíe citizens took 
more pains to extinguida the prtTent faftions, than 
to provide againft new ones, which was the reafort 
that they fucceeded in neither; for they not only 
did not take away the occafion of frefh ones, but 
made one of thofe that were then fubfifting fo 
much more powerful than the other, that the 
commonwealch was in great danger. They de-
prived three of the family of Albizi, and as many 
of the Ricci, of all íhare in the magiftracy for 
three years, except in fuch branches of it as were 
particularly appropriated to the Guelph party; of 
which number Pier.ro degli Albizi andUguccione 
de Ricci were two. Thefe provifions bore much 
harder upon the Ricci than the Albizi; for though 
they were equally iiigmatized, yet the Ricci were 
the greater fufferers. Pietro, indeed, was excluded 
from the palace of the fignori, but he had free 
admittance into that of the Guelphs, where his 
authority was very great; and though he and his 
afíbciates were forward enough in their admoni-
tions before, they became much forwarder after 
this mark of difgrace, and new accidents oc-
curred, which ftill more inflamed their refentment. 
Gregory the Eleventh was pope at that time, and 
refiding at Avignon, as his late predeceflbrs had 
done, he governed Jtaly by legares, who being 
haughty and rapacious, had grievouíly oppreSed 
feveral of the cities. One of thefe legatcs being 
then at Bologna, took advantage of a fcarcity, 
and refolved to make himfelf maíter of Tufcany. 
This occafioned the war with the pope.* The 
Florentines entered into a confederacy with Ga-
leazzo, and all the other ftates that were at va-
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riance with the churchj afterwhich theyappointetl 
eighc citizéns for the management oí it, whom 
they invefted with an abfoiute power of proceed-
¡ng, and diíburfing money without controul or 
account. This war gave freíh courage to the 
Rice:, who, in oppofition to theAlbizi, hadupon 
all occafions favoured Galeazzo, and appeared 
againft the churchj and efpecially becaufe all the 
eight were enemics to the Guelphs: but though 
they made a vigorous war againft che pope, they 
could not defend themfelves againft the captains 
and their adherents. The énvy and indignation 
with which the Guelphs looked upon the eight, 
-made them grow fo bold and iníblent, that they 
often affronted and abufed them, as well as the 
reft of the principal citizéns. The captains were 
no leís arrogantj they were even more dreaded 
than the fignori, and men went with greater awe 
and reverence to their houfes than to the palace* 
fo that all the ambafladors who carne to Florence 
were inftrufted to addrefs themfelves to the cap­
tains. 

After the death of the pope, the cíty had no war 
abroad, but was in great confufion at home j for, 
on one hand, the Guelphs were become fo auda-
cious, that they were no longer fupportable $ and 
on the other, there was no vifible way to fupprefs 
them : it was neceffary, therefore, to take up armsf 
and leave the event to fortune. On the fide of 
the Guelphs were all the ancient nobility, and the 
greater part of the more powerful citizéns : on 
the other were all the inferior fort of people, 
headed by the eight, and joined by George Scali, 
Srrozzi, the K icci, the Alberti, and the Medici. 
The reft of the multitude, as it almoft always 
happened, joined with the difeontented party. 
The power of their adverfaries feemed to be very 
*-'• great 
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great to the heads of the Guelphs, and their dan-
ger great, if at any time a fignori that was not on 
their fide íhould attempt to deprefs them. They 
found the number of perfons who had been ad-
moniíhed was ib great, that they had difobliged 
moft of the citizens, and made them their ene-
mies. They thought there was no other remedy, 
now they had deprived them of their honours, buc 
to baniíh them out of the city, feize upon the pa-
lace of the fignori, and put the government ofthe 
ftate wholly into the hands of their own crea-
tures, according to the example of the Guelphs, 
their predecefibrs, whofe quiet and fecurity was 
entirely owing to the total expulfion of their ene-
mies ; but as they differed in opinión about the 
time of putting their projeft in execution, the 
eight, aware of the trick intended, deferred the 
ímborfation, and Sylveftro, rhe fon of Almanno 
de Medici, was appointed gonfalonier.* As he 
was born of one of the moft confiderable famiiies 
ofthe commoners, he could not bear to fee the 
people oppreiTed by a few grandees. With Al-
berti, Strozzi, and Scali, he fecretly prepared a 
decree, by which the laws againíl the nobility 
were to be revived, the authority of the captains 
retrenched, and thofe who had been admoniíhed 
admitted into the magiftracy: Sylveftro being 
prefident, and confequently prince ofthe city for 
a time, caufed both a college and council to be 
calJed the fame morning; but this decree was 
thrown out as an innovation. He went away to. 
the council, and pretended to refign his office, and 
leave the people to chooíé another perfon, who 
might either have more virtue or better fortune 
than himfelf: î pon this, fuch of the council as 
were in the fecret, and ethers who wiflied fbr a 
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1378. change, raifed a tumult in 1378,* to which the 
fignori and the colleges immediately repaired; and 
feeing their gonfalomer retiring, they obliged him, 
partly by their authority, and partly by their en-
treaties, to return to the council, which was in 
great confufion. Many of the principal citizens 
were threatened, and treated with the utmoft info-
lence; atnong the reft, Carla Strozzi was collared, 
byanartificer,and would have been knocked onthe 
head, if fome of the by-ftanders had not refcued 
him. But the perfon who made the greateft dif-
turbance was Benedetto degli Alberti, who gof 
into one of the windows of the palace, and called 
out tothe peopje to arm; upon which thepiazza 
was ¡nftantly full of armed men, and thecollege* 
were obliged to do that by fear, which they would 
not come into when they were petitioned. But 
whoever intends to make any alteración in a com-
monwealth, and to efFeél it by raifing the multi-
tude, wili find himfelf deceived, if he thinks he 
can ftop where he will, and conduct it as he 
pleafes. The defign of Sylveftro was to quiet and-
ie«ure the city, but the thingtóok avery difFerent 
turn; for the people were in fuch a ferment, that 
the íhops were •íhut up, the houfes barricadoed, 
and many removed their goods for fecurity into 
churches and convents. All the companies of the 
arts affembled, and each of them appointed a 
fyndic. The fignori called the colleges together, 
and were a whole day ia confultation with the 
fyndics, how to compofe the diforder to the fatif-
íaítion of all parties; bot they could not agree, 
The council, then, to hold out fome hopes of fa-
tisfa£tipn to the arts and the reft of the people, 
gave a fullpozver, which the Florentinescall a ba-
)ia, tp the fignori, the colleges, the eight, the 

• Muratori, Annal. totn. viii. p. 375. Gino Camponi del 
tumulto de' Ciompi, tom. xvüi. Rer. ltalic. 
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captains of the parties, and the fyndics of the arrs» 
to reform the ftate. But while they were employed 
in this, fome of the inferior companies of the arts, 
at the inftigation of certain perfons, vvho wanted 
to revenge the late injuries they had received 
from the Guelphs, detached themfelves frotn the 
reít, and went to plundering and burning houfes: 
they broke open the jails, fet the prifoners at H» 
berty,and plundered the monafteries and convenís. 
The next morning the balia proceeded to re-qua-
lify the ammoniti, the admonijhed, though with an 
injunction not to exercife any funclion in the ma-
giftracy for three years : they repealed fuch laws 
as had been made by the Guelphs to the prejudice 
of the other citizens, and proclaimed rebels many 
who had incurred the hatred of the public; after 
which the ñames of the new fignori were publifhed, 
and Louigi Guicciardini declared their gonfalo-
nier.* If thofe who were admonifhed, the am­
moniti, could have been contení, the city was in a 
fair way of being quieted; but they thought it 
hard to wait three years longer, before they could 
enjoy any (haré in the magiftracy. The arts af-
fembled again to obtain fatisfaction forthem, and 
demanded of the fignori, that for the good and 
quiet of the city it íhould be decreed, that no 
citizen for the future íhould be admonifhed as a 
Ghibelline, who had ever been one of the fignori 
or the college, or the captains of the companies, 
or the confuís or fyndics of any of the arts; and 
farther, that a new imborfation íhould be made of 
the Guelph party, and the oíd one burnt. It fel-
dom happens, that men who covet the property of 
others, and long for revenge, are fatisfied with a 
bare reftitution of their own. Accordingly fome, 

* N?rli, p. «4. 
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who expected to advance their fortunes by exciting* 
commotions,* endeavoured to perfuade the arti-
ficers, that they could never be fafe, except many 
of their enemies were either baniíhed or cut off. 

The city continued in the utmoft confnfion be-
tween the two new parties of commons and ple-
beians. But waving a particular detail, the eflence 
of feveral years miferies may be colleéted from 
two fpeeches. One is of Louigi Guicciardini, a 
ítandard-bearer to the plebeians:—" The more we 
<e grant,"fays he," the more íhamelefsandarrogant 
f* are your demands. Others may flatter you, but 
f*. we íhall always think it our duty to tell you 
*' plainly, and without difguife,what we think is for 
" your good. What is there, in the ñame of God, 
" that you can reafonably aík more of us ? You 
" deíired to have the captains of the parties de-
" prived of their authority ; they have been de-
*.* prived. You iníifted that the oíd imborfation 
tC íhould be burnt, and a new one made; we con-
*£ fented, You wanted to have thofe re-inítated 
Ci in the magiftracy that had been admoniíhed; 
" it has been granted. At your interceffion we 
" pardoned fuch as had been guilty of burning 
** houfes, and robbing churches, and baniíhed 
u many of our principal citizens at your inftiga-
" tion. To gratify you, the grandees are bridled 
" with new laws, and every thing done that might 
" give you contení: where then can we expe¿l 
tl your demands will ftop ; or how long will you 

* Fu fecile a Salveñro de Medici, e a gil altri, levato che 
fu tupiulto, vincer la legge; ma non fu giá loro cofi facile, 
ne poterano a pofta loro fermare il tumulto moflo nel popólo, 
e nella plebe, che s'era anco Sollevata in modo, che da quefto 
rumore ne fegui l'arfione, e il facco di molte cafi. Attefe la 
sfrenata moltitudine due, o tre giornia a faccheggiare, e, ar-. 
ere «juello potette. Nerli, p. 34.. 
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** thus abufe your liberty ? Why will ye fuffer 
** your own difcords to bring the city into ila-
" very ? What elfe can ye cxpeít from your 
" divifions ? what, from the goods ye have already 
" taken, or may hereafter take from your fellow-
" citizens, but fervitude and poverty ? The per-
" fons you plunder are thofe whofe fortunes and 
*' abilities are the defence of the ftate, and if 
" they fail, how muft it befupported ? Whatever 
" is got that way cannot latí long; and then ye 
" have nothing to look for but remediiefs famine 
" and diftrefs." Thefe expoftulations made fome 
impreífion, and they promifed to be good citizens 
and obedient; but a freftt tumuh foon arofe, more 
dangerous than the former. The greater part of 
the late robberies, and other mifchiefs, had been 
committed by the rabble and dregs of the people; 
and thofe of them who had been the moft auda-
cious apprehended, that vvhen the molí material 
differences were compofed they fhould be calied 
to an account for their crmes, and deferted, as ic 
always happens, by thofe very perfons at whofe 
inftigation they had committed them. Belides 
which, the inferior fort of people had conceived 
an hatred againft the richer citizens and principáis 
of the arts, upon a pretence that they had not 
been rewarded for their paft fervices in proportion 
to what they deferved. 

To íhow how divifions grow, wherever human 
nature is without a check, jt is wortl» while to be 
particular here. When the city was firft divided 
into arts, in the time of Charles the Firft, there 
was a proper head or governor appointed over 
each of them, to whofe jurifdiítion, in civil cafes, 
every perfon in the feveral arts was to be fubjeft. 
Thefe arts or companies, as we have faid, were at 
firft but twelve, but afterwards they were increafed 

E % to 



66 • Fkrence. 

to twenry-one, and arrived at fuch powerand au-
thority, that in a few years thcy wliolly engroffed 
the government of the city : and becaufe fome 
were more and others lefs honaurable among them, 
they carne by degrees to be diftinguifhed, and 
ieven of thetn were called the greater arts, and 
fourteen the lefs. From this divifion proceeded 
the arrogance of the captains of the parties; for 
the citizens who had formerly been Guelpbs, to 
which party thofe offices were always appro-
priated, had made it a conftant rule to favour 
the greater arts, and to difeountenance the lefs, 
and all thofe who fided with them; which chiefly 
gave occafion to all the tumults we have hitherto 
made mention of: and, as in the divifion of the 
people into arts and corporations, there were many 
trades in which the meaner fort are ufually oceu-
pied, that were not incorporated into any diílinát 
or particular company of their own, but admitted 
into any of the others, according as the nature of 
their craft made them fit, it happened, that when 
they were not duly fatisfied for their labour, or any 
otherwife opprefled by their mafters, they had no 
other head to apply to for redrefs but the rñagif-
trate of that company, to which the perfon be-
longed that employed them, who, they commonly 
thoughr, did not do them juílice. Now, of all 
the companies in the city, that of the clothiers 
had the moft of this fort of people depending 
«pan i t ; and being more opulent and powerful 
than any of the reft, it maintained by far the 
greater pan of the multitude. The meaner fort 
of the people, therefore, both of this company 
and the others, were highly enraged at fuch treat-
ment; and being alfo terrified at the apprehenfion 
of being punifbed for their late outrages, they had 

» frequeat meetings in the night; where., confider-
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ihg what had happened, they reprefented to each 
other the danger they were in; and to animare 
and unite them all¿ one of the boldeft and moft 
experienced of them harangued his companions 
in chis manner: " If it was now to be debaced, 
t£ whether we íhould take arms, to plunder and 
" burn the houfes of our fellow-citizens, and rob 
** the churches, I íhould be one of thofe who 
** would think it worthy of great confideration,and 
** perhaps be induced to preferfecure poverty to 
" hazardous gain. But íince arms have been al-
'* ready taken up, and much mifchief done, the 
*' firft points to be confidered are, in what manner 
M we muft fecure ourfelves, and ward oíFthe pe-
M nalties we have incurred. The whole' ciry is 
" full of rage and complaints againft us, the 
" citizéns are daily in cóuncil, and the magiftrates 
t£ frequently affembled. Aflure yourfelves, they 
tl are either preparing cbains for us, or contriving 
tl how to raife forces to deftroy us. It behoveá 
" us, therefore, to have two objeéts chiefly in 
" view at thefe confultations : firft, how to avoid 
" the puniíhment due to our late mifdeeds} and, 
" in the next place, what means are to be ufed 
" that we may enjoy a greater degree of liberty 
" and fatisfaétion for the future than we have 
" done hitherto. T o come oíF with impunity for 
" our paft offences, it is neceflary to add ftill more 
w to them, to redouble our outrages, to rifle and 
" burn a great number of houfes, and artfully 
** depend upon our numbers for proteflion ; for 
" where many are guilty none are chaftifed. Small 
" crimes are punilhed, and great ones ufually 
*' rewarded ; and where many fuffer, few feek 
" revenge ; a general calamity being always borne 
" with more patience than a particular one. To 
<e redouble our crimes is the fureft way to procure 
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" a pardon for what has been alrcady done, and 
" to obtain the liberty we defire; nor is there any 
" difficulty to difcourage us. The enterprife is 
" eafy, and the fuccefs not to be doubted of. Our 
u enemies are opulent indeed, but divided; their 
'* difunion will give us the viétory, and their 
** riches, when vve have got them, will maintain 
•* it. Let not the antiquity of their blood, nor 
" the meannefs of our own, with which they (o 
" infolently upbraid us, either dazzle or overawe 
" you. All families having the fame original, 
*' are of equal antiquity; nor has Nature íhewn 
" any partiality in the formation of mankind. 
•* Let both fides be llripped naked, and both will 
fí be found alike. Cloath yourfelves in their robes, 
** and them in your rags, and then you will appear 
" the nobles, and they the plebeians; for it is po-
" verty alone that makes the real diíFerence betwixí 
** us. It filis me with juft concern, indeed, to 
" hear that fome of you repent, forfooth, of what 
" you have done, and, out of a qualm of confcr-
" ence, refolve to proceed no farther. Neither 
tc confcience nor the fear of infamy ought to ter-
**• rify you; forthofe whofucceed in their attempts, 
" let them have ufed what means foever, are never 
** upbraided with them, or called by ignominious 
** ñames; and as for confcience, you have no rea-
rc fon to give yourfelves any trouble about ir. 
" When famine, and racks, and dungeons, are 
*? fure to be our portion, what greater rerrors can 
" there be in hell ?" The fpeech is long, and all 
in the fame ílrain. It fo inflamed his audience, 
that they determined to rife, and took an oath to 
ftand by each other. The íignori had fecret in-
formation of the plot, but although they took thé 
beft meafures in their povver, the government had 
»oc fuflkient energy to prevent or fupprefs the 
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túrhuk : they burnt many houfes, and committed 
all forts of outrages. If any one of the plebeians 
had been injured or affrónted by a particular citi-
zen, he led the mob direélly to his enemy's houfe; 
nay it was fufficiently barely to mention the perfon's 
ñame, or to cali out *f tofuch a man's houfe" or " to 
" fuch a maris Jhop." They glutted themfelves 
with mifchief, andthen, to crown all, they knightcd 
fixty-four citiZens, among whom was their favou-
rite Sylveftro de Medici. Their levity was very 
curious, for they conferred the honour of knight-
hood upon fome of thofe very perfons whofe 
houfes they had burnt down but a few hours be-
fore. Such is the caprice of the multitude, and 
fo foon are their difgufts changed into favour and 
affection ! The behaviour of the íignori and the 
council of the people was fuch as might be ex-
pected from men confcioús of having neither dig-
nity ñor authority derived from the laws. Before 
a law could be paffed, it was neceflary it íhouid 
have the affent of the common-council, as well as 
óf the íignori. It was contrary to eftablííhed cuf-
tom for two councilstobe held on the fame day; 
fo that when the fignori had agreed, it was necef-
fary to wait till next day for the corrimon-councii 
to delibérate iiponthe demands of the mob. Thefe 
demands were extremely grievous and diíhonour-
able to the government: one of them in parti­
cular, that no perfon thát was incorporated inte) 
the arts íhouid be compelled to pay any debt, 
Under the fum of fifty ducats, in two years, at 
which time the principal only {hall be paid to 
the creditor, and the intereft into the bank. Yet 
the íignori had agreed tothem, and the common-
council were the next morning déhberating : the 
multitude, naturally voluble and impatient, got to-
gether again under the palace. The law paffed ; 
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but the deítru&ion of the city was not the leía 
expeded. The fignori and counfellors left the 
palace one by one, and the people entered it« 
Hsec natura multitudinis eit; aut fervit humiliter, 
aut fuperbe dominatur. When the people en-

Mkhael tered the palace, Michael di Lando, a wool-
«¡i Lando, comber, a bare-footed ragged fellow, carried the 

fíandard of juíliee before them. " You fee, my 
" friends," faid Michael, ** the palace and city 
" are in your hands ; how vvould you have them 
*c difpofed of ?" They unanimouíly cried out¿ 
that he íhould be theirchief magrftrate, and govern 
the city as he pleafed Michael, íi íhrewd fel­
low, more obliged to nature than fortune, ac-
cepted the government, with a defign however to 
compofe the city. T o amufe the people, he fent 
them to fearch for Ser Ñuto, the hangman, and 
immediately hTued a proclamation, that nobody 
íhould daré to burn or plunder any man's houie for 
the future ; and, to enforce the obfervance of it, 
he ordered a gibbet to be erefted in the great pi-
azza. The mob ibón brought Ser Ñuto into the 
piazza, and himg him up by one ]eg upon the 
gibbet; and, as every one tore away a joint, or 
a piece of bis fieíh, in two or three minutes there 
was ncrhing left of him but one of his feet. 

Michael gallanrly new-modelled the líate, ap-
pointed a new fignori, and gave the rents of all 
the íhops upon the Oíd Bridge to Sylveftro de Me­
did ; took a good íhare to himfelf, and was very 
liberal to many other citizens, who had befriended 
the plebeians, not only out of gratitude for paíl fa-
vours, but to engage them to fupport him in fu-
ture againft envy. But the plebeians thought 
Michael had been too partial to fome of the prin­
cipal comnaoners, flew to arms again, appointed 
eight heads over them, with other fubordinate of-
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ñcers and magiftrates; ib that the CÍty had no# 
two tribunals, and was governed by tvvo diftincl 
adminiftrations. They took away all honours and 
emoluments that had been granted to Sylveftro de 
Medici, and to Michael di Lando. But Michael 
íhe'wed himfelf in valour, generofity, and pru­
dence, far fuperiorto any other citizen,andwellde-
íerves to be reckoned among thofe few that have 
been real benefactors to their country. If he had 
been of an ambitious or felf-interefted difpofition, 
the republie muft have relapfed into a more into­
lerable degree of fervitude than it was under the 
tyranny of the Duke of Athens: but his integrity 
would not fuffer him to cherifh any defign thac 
ínight be prejudicial to the good of the publie, 
and his prudence taught him to conduce himfelf 
in fuch a manner, as not only gained him the firft 
place and confidence of his own party, but ena-
bled him to triumph over that of his enemies. He 
fupprefled this new rebeüion againfthis aiuhority 
with great addrefs and fpirir, and thofe proceed-
ings ftruck a terror into the plebeians, and opened 
the eyes of the betrer foit of people, who could 
not help wondering at their own ftupidity, that 
after they had fupprefled the pride of the nobi-
lity, they could fo patiently fubmit to be infuked 
by the very dregs and refule of the city. When 
Michael obtained this complete viétory over the 
plebeians, the new fígnori was already appointed, 
two of whom wereof fo bafe and abjeét condition, 
that every one feemed defirous to rid themfelves 
of fuch infamous magiftrates. When the new 
fígnori entered on the magiftracy, there was an 
uproar in the piazza, which wasfullof armed men? 
who fhouted with one voice, (í No plebeians in the 
" íignori 1" The reft of the fignori, in order to 
appeafe the tumult, degraded their two affociates, 
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and choíe two others in their room : they likewiíe1 

diíTolved the plebeian companies, and deprived all 
thofe of their offices who had any conneélion with 
them, except Michael, and a few of the beft of 
them. They alfo divided the fubordinate magif-
tracy into two feparate jurifdiérions, one of which 
vvas to prefide over the greater arts, and the other 
over the lefs. For the fignori, it was only pro-
vided in general, that five of that body íhould be 
drawn out of the lefs companies, and four out of 
the greater, and the ítandard-bearer alternately 
out of each. Sylveftro de Medid, and a few, 
others, who had protnoted this new regulation, 
became in a manner the chief governors of thé 
city. Thefe proceedings, and this nevv model of 
government, revived the oíd divifions betwixt the 
more coníiderable commoners, and the lower fort 
of mechanics, which had firft been occalioned by 
the ambition of the Ricci and Albizi: and be¿ 
caufe they afterwards produced terrible confc-

fopular quences, Machiavel henceforward diftinguiíhes 
apd píe- thefe two fa&ions by the ñames of the Popular and 
bajan tf,e piebeian. 

Though this conftitution of government lafted 
but three years, it abounded with executions and 
baniíhments; for as thofe who were chiefly con­
cerned in the adminiftration well knew there were 
great numbers of malecontents, both within the 
city and without it, they lived in perpetual fear 
and alarm. The difaíFeded within the walls, ei-
ther actually did, or were fuppofed to cabal daily 
againft the ftate; atíd thofe without were conti-
nually raifíng diílurbances abroad by the affiftance 
of foreign princes or republics, fometimes in one 
part, fometimes in another. In fuch a govern­
ment, the laws are infulted by every party irt 
turn. Accnfations were laid before the magiftrates 
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agatnft a number of citizens, forcorrefpóndingwith 
the exiles at Bologna, concerning a plot againíí: 
the city; efce prifoners were examined, and no-
thing criminal could be proved againft them. The 
tnagiftrates were going to acquit and difcharge 
them ; the people rofe in fuch a ferment of cla-
mour an4 calumnies, that the magiílrate was 
forced to pafs fentence of death upon them. Their 
executions occaíioned frefh murmurs and difcon-
tents in the city ; fo that both thofe who had got 
the upper hand, and thofe who were deprefled, 
iived in continual fear and fufpicion of eachother, 
Dreadful indeed were the confeqnences which 
flowed from the apprehenfions of the former, as 
every little accident furniíhed them with a handle 
to trample on their fellow citizens, fome of whom 
they daily put to death, or fent into exile. They 
likewife made feveral new laws to ílrengthen their 
hands, and keep thofe down of whom they enter-
tained the leaft fufpicion. Thefe fufpicions 
growing ftronger and ftronger every day, made 
them behave with more rigour to the other party; 
a manner of proceeding that only ferved to mul-
tiply their difcontents, and to increafe inftead of 
allaying their own fears, which were not a little 
heightened by the iniblence of Georgio Scali and 
Tomafo Siroz.zi, whofe authority was much fupe-
rior to that of the magiftrates ; and therefore they 
all ftood in awe of thofe two citizens, as they 
knew it was in their power, if they fhould join 
the plebeians, to turn them entirely out of the 
adminiftration. 

This intemperate and tyrannical manner of go-
Verning began to grow intolerable, not only to all 
good citizens, but even to the feditiousthemfelves; 
and it was not poffible that the arrogance of Scali in 
particular could be long fupported. By delivering 
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i ¿Herid and tóoí of his out of the haríds orjufticé, 
by a mob, he foon furniíhed his enemies with a 
fairopportunity not only of wreaking tHlir own prí­
vate revenge upon him, but of delivering the com-
xnonweakh out of his hands, and the hands of the 
plebeians, who had fo unmercifully tyrannifed 
over it for threeyears. They engaged% this dé-
íign Benedetto, a man "of immenfe fortune, very 
humane, ílridt in his moráis and principies, a 
íleady friend to the liberties of his cotintiy, and 
fufHciently difgufted at the tyrannical proceedings. 
of the government; fo that it was no difficuk mat-
ter to engage him in any meafures that might 
contribute to the downfall of Scali. As the in-
folence and oppreflion of the principal commoners 
had made him their enemy, and a friend to the 
plebeians, fo when he faw the latter purfuing the 
very fame meafures, he qüickly detached himfeif 
from them. Having brought Benedetto and th¿ 
heads of the arts into their defign, they feized 
upon Scali, and the next day he was beheaded; * 
which ítfnck fuch a terror into his party, that not 
one of them offered to ílir in his favour, though 
they crowded in great numbers to fee his esecu-
tion. When he carne to fuffer death, in the face 
of that very people who had fo lately worfhippcd 
him with a degree of idolatry, he could not help 
complaining of the hardnefs of his deftiny, and 
ofthe wickednefs of ihofe citizens who, by their 
oppreffions, had fórced him tocareis a rabble, in 
which he found there was neither honour ñor gra-
titude. He bewailed his foily in having trutted 
to the fidelíty of plebeians, which he might well 
have known is ever Hable to be íhaken and íeduced 
by any lítele fufpiciori, mifreprefentation, or blaft 

* NCTÜ, p. 28. 
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of envy. He told Benedetto, " This ís ihe laft day 
«' of my rnisfortunes, and the firft of your's." \ 
After him, fome of his cluef confidcnts were put 
to death, and tbeir bodies dragged through che 
ftreers by the pcople. 

His death threw the whole city into a fermenr. 
As the city was full of different humours, every 
one had a feparate view, and was eagerto accom-
pliíh it before he laid down his artns. The an-
cient nobility, novv called grandees, could nót bear 
to live any longer without íbme íhare in the pub-
lic honours, and exerted their utmoíl efForts to 
recover thern; for which purpofe they endea-
voured to have the captains of the arts reftored to 
their former authoriry. The heads of the popular 
fadion, and the greater arts, were difgufted thac 
the government of theftate was (hared in common 
with them by the inferior arts or plebeians; the 
inferior arts, inftead of giving up any part of 
their authority, were very defirous to increafe it; 
and the plebeians were afraid of having their new 
companies dilfolved. From thefe different views 
and apprehenfions there was nothing to be feen in 
Florence but tumuits for a whole year. Some- * 
times the grandees, fometimes the greater, fome-
times the leffer arts, and fometimes the plebeians, 
were in an uproar; and it-often happened thac 
they all took arras at the fame time in different 
parts of the city, 

After many mifchiefs, dangers, and troubles, 
and many confultations and conferences, a new 
form of government was eftablifhed.* All were 1381* 
recalled vvho had been baniíhed íince Sylveftrode 
Medict was ftandard-bearer; all offices and ap-
pointments conferred in 1378 were aboliíhed ; the 

* Nerli, p. 2S, 
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new compames dilíblved, and re-incorporated ia 
their refpeétive arts; the inferior arts íhould not 
choofe any ftandard-bearer of juftice; that inílead 
of enjoying one half of the publie honours, they 
were now limited to one third, and thofe too of 
the lower rank : fo that the popular nobility and 
the Guelphs re-affumed their fuperiority ; and the 
plebeians were utterly difpoffefíed of it, afcer they 
had held it from 1378 to 1381. The new admi-
niftration was no lefs grievous and oppreffive, 
however, than that of the plebeians had becn; 
feveral of the popular nobility, and many of the 
headsof the plebeians, were baniíhed, and among 
the reft^Michael,* whom the remembrance of 
his former great merit, in reftraining the fury 
of the populace when fo licentiouíly plundering 
the city, was not fufficient to proteét from 
the refentment of the goveming party. From 
fuch impolitic proceedings in pnnees and gover-
norsof commonwealths it happens that men, na-
turally growing difgufted with their ill-timed 
feverity and ingratitude, often incur their dif-
pleafure before they are aware of it. As fuch 
executions and banifhments had ever been difap-
proved of by Benedetto, he could not help blaming 
the authors of thefe; upon which the government 
began to grow jealous of him, as a favourer of 
the plebeian party, and one that had confented to 
the death of Scali, not out of any real difappro-
bation of his conduéx, but that ha might the more 
eafily get the reins oí government into his own 
hands. They kept a ftrict watch over hirn, and 
refolved to ruin him. Intrigues were foon íaid, 
by which Benedetto was fent intb banifhment.-f 

" You 
* Nerli, p. 29, 
•f Pervenne in que tempe al fupremo magiftrato Bardo. 
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*' You fee, my dear friends," fays he, when he 
took leavc of them, " in what manner Fortune 
" has contrived my ruin, and hovv fhe fhill threat-
'* ens you : it is the lot of thofe who endeavour 
•* to maintain tbeir integrity in wicked and cor-
(í rupt times. From the fame principie of love 
*' to my country which once induced metojoin 
** Sylveftrode Medici, and aftenvardsto feparate 
" myfelf from Scali, I cou!d not forbearcenfuring 
" the proceedings of thofe who are now at the 
fi helm, who, having noboay to chaftife tbem, are 
*' Iikewife defirous to get rid of every one who 
'* dares to reprehend them." H e preferved his 
charafter forpiety and humanity abroad, and there 
died. His bones were brought back to Florence, 
and interred there with the higheft honours by 
thofe very peopie vvho had perfecuted him whilc 
alive with fo much rancour and injuftice. 

The family of the Alberti were not the only 
fufferers in thefe diftraftions, for many other cid-
zens were either admoniíhed or fent into exíle. 
The membersof this balia having done what they 
were deputed for, were going to break up, as 
they thought it would have an appearance of mo-
defty; but the people hearíng of their refolution, 
ran to arras m the palace, and infifted that they 
íhould baniíh and admonifh feveral others before 
they religned their authority. 

mico per quefte, e per altre cagioni di Meffer Benedetto Al­
berti, e conofciuto Bardo Ja gelofia, che cittadini del governo 
avevano di quella cafa degli Alberti, con participazione de* 
principali della fetta de nobili, fece creare una balia per 
iicurta dello flato, nelJa quale intra le prime cofe fi delibero, 
che Meffer Benedetto fufle confinato, e il refto degli Alberti 
lUtti ammuniti; e furono coftretti i fignoti per gelofia de 
capi della fetta, che molti altri cittadini tanto populani, che 
plebei, fufle confinato, o ammuniti, e per ridurre piu Ü go­
verno a parte nobile, e per piu avvilire gli avverfari artifici 
c popólo minuto, &c, Nerli, p . aa, 30, 
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The fignori, to diminifh the authority of the 
plebeians ftill more, made a decree, that the third 
part of the honours which they before enjoyed, 
fliould be rednced to a fourth ; and that there 
might be two at leaft in the fignori, always of ap-
proved fidelity to the government, they gave the 
gonfalonier, and four other citizens, authority to 
make a frem imborfation, and to put the ñames 
of a felect number of citizens into a particular 
purfe, out of which two of every new fignori 
fliould always be drawn. 

j , g 7 > Tranquillity now cominued till 1387, whert 
Giovanni Galeazzo Viconti, commonly called the 
Conté di Virtu, thaught to make himfelf king of 
Italy by arms, as he had made himfelf duke of 
Milán by treachery: but after making himfelf 
maíler of Bologna, Pifa, Perugia, and Siena» and 
prepafing to be crowned king of Italy at Florence, 

Wafo AI-be died.* During the war with the duke, Malo 
Vm. degli Albizi was gonfalonier, a bitter enemy to the 
Aibe ti Alberti. He refolved, though Benedetto was 

now dead, to be revenged on the reíl of that fa-
mily, for Pietro's unfortunate end, before he went 
out of office. He accufed the two heads of the 
family of correfponding with the exiles, and took 
them into cuftody : upon this the whole city was 
in an uproar. The fignori called the people to-
gether, and appointed a new balia, by which many 
citizens, befides almoft all the Alberti, were ba-
niíhed, and many artificers admonifhed, crput to 
death, and a frelh imborfation of magiilrates was 
made. This tyrannical manner of pioceeding ib 
enraged the arts and lower fortof people, who now 
faw their uves and honours fo wantonly taken away, 
that they rofe in arms, fome of them runn.ing to th§ 

* Nerli, p. 30. 
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piazza, and others to the houfeof Veri de Medid, » 
who, after the deathof Sylvefter, was become thc 
head of that family, and earneftly intreated him 
to take the government into his hands, and de-
liver them from the oppreffion of thofe citizens, 
who were daily endeavouring to deítroy the com-
monwealth, and every good man in it. Antonio de 
Medici was moft importúnate with him, though. 
they had been long at open enmity. All writers 
agree, that if Veri had been as ambitious as he 
was virtuous, he might have made himfelf lord of 
the city : but he put himfelf at the head of the 
people, marched to the piazza, and there publicly 
refufed to do any thing unconftitutiona!, buc 
prayed the fignori to redrefs the grievances of the 
people. They highly commended him, and pro-
mifed to give all íatisfaótion. Upon thefe aíTu* 
ranees, and a reliance on Veri's word, the people 
returned to their houfes. As foon as the tumulc 
was compofed, rhe fignori, inftead of fulfilling 
their promifeSj fortified the piazza, enrolled two 
thoufand citizens to defend them, forbid all others 
to bear arms, put many citizens to death, and 
baniíhed others, who had been moft aétive in 
the late infurreftion. The few Alberti who were 
left, and the Medici, thought themfelves and the 
people deceived, and were extrcmely difgufted by 
thefe proceedings; but the firft who had courage 
to oppofe them was Donato Acciaivola, one of the Accian 
grandees, rather fuperior to Mafo Aibizi, who, v°k-
by the fteps he had taken while he was gonfalonier, 
was become in a manner the head of the common-
wealth. Donato endeavoured that thofe who had 
been fent into exile might be recalled, and thofe 
who had been admoniíhed ihould be re-qualified to 
hold their former honoors and employments. He 
firít attempted it by perfuafion, bat-not fucceed-
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ing, he chreatened to do it by forcé. Forthis he 
was cited, convicled, and baniihed to Barletta. 
Alamanno, and Antonio de Medica and all thofe 
who were of Alamanno's family, with many of the 
inferior arts, who had any intereft among the ple-
beians, were likevvife baniíhed. A1J thefe things 
happened within two years after Malo degli Al-
bizi had afilimed the government. 

In 1397 the exiJes at Bologna, fpirited young 
men, among whom was Antonio de Medici, de-
termined at ail events to return to their country, 
and affaffinate Mafo, depending upon the people's 
rifing in their favour; but either from a terror of 
the government, or prejudice againft the exiles, 
the people would not move; and the confpirators 
fled to the church, where they were put to death.* 
This confpiracy was fcarcely quaíhed, when an-
other more dangerous was difcovered, of other 
exiles fcattered over Lombardy, in concert with 
the duke of Milán; but this was difcovered, 
defeated, and the authors puniíhed. Then a new 
balia was inftituted, with authority to provide for 
the fafety of the commonwealth. By this coun-
cil, fix of the Ricci, fix of the Aiberti, two of the 
Medici, three of the Scali, two of the Strozzi, 
and many others of lower condition, were pro-
c'.aimed rebels; all the reft of the Aiberti, Ricci, 
and Medici, except fome very few, were rendered 
incapable of Holding any office for ten years. One 
of the Aiberti only was fpared on account of his, 
quiet charaéter, Antonio: but the government was 
jealous of him, and foon found a pretence for 
baniíhing him to a diftance of three hundred 
miles from the city : and to free the government 
from the continua! apprehenfions they lived under 

* Nerli, p. 3a, 
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of the Alberti, they banifhed all of that family 
that were above fifteen years ofage. Thefe things 
happened in 1400.* 1400. 

In 1412 fome of the Alberti returned from ba- 1412. 
nifhment, and another balia was appointed, which 
made new laws for the fecurity of the fíate, and 
inflicled other penalties on that family. 

In 1414 ended the warwith Ladiflaus, king of 1414. 
Naples, whofe death delivered Florence from as 
much danger as that of the Conté di Virtu had 
done. 

The period from 1371 to 1434, is that which 
is boafted by Machiavel as the profperous one, 
but whofe profperity he attributes to the virtues 
and abiüties of Nafo. Pifa, Arezzo, Leghorn, 
and Montepulchiano, were added to the domi­
nión. 

" All republics, efpecially fuch as are not well 
" conftituted, undergo frequent changes in their 
" laws and manner of government; and this is 
" not owing to the nature either of liberty or 
" fubjection in general, as many think, but to 
" downright oppreffion on one hand, or unbridled 
" licentioufnefs on the other." It is very true, 
that moft republics have undergone frequent 
changes in their laws ; but this has been merely 
becaufe that very few republics have been. well 
conftituted. It is very true alfo, that there is 
nothing in the nature of liberty, or of obedience, 
which tends to produce fuch changes; on the con-
trary, real liberty and true obedience rather tend 
to preferve conftancy in government. I t is, in-
deed, oppreffion and licence that occafion changes; 
but where the conftitution is good, the laws go-
vern and prevent oppreffion as well as licence. 

* Nerli, p. 33. 
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" This ñame of liberty is often nothing more thart 
•* a fpecious pretence, made ufe of both by the 
M inftruments of licentioufnefs, who for the moft 
" part are commoners, and by the promoters of 
" flavery, who generally are the nobles, each fide 
" being equally impatient of reftraint and con-
<f troul." This is a truth, which is proved, as 
well as illuftrated, by every page of the foregoing 
hiftory, as well as by the hiftory of almoft all 
other republics, ancient and modern: and the next 
paragraph ihews that Machiavel had an accurate 
idea of the evil, though a confofed one of the re-
medy. " When it fortunately happens, which 
" indeed is very feldom, that fome wife, good, 
" and powerful citizen has fufficient authority in 
" the commonwealth to make fuch laws as may 
" extinguiíh all jealoufies betwixt the nobility 
" and the people, or at leaft fo to modérate and 
" reftrain them, that they fhall not be able to pro-
• duce any bad effeét, in fuch cafe that ftate may 
" properly be called free, and its conftitution look-
* ed upon as firm and permanent: for being once 
*' eftabliíhed upon good laws and inftitutions, it 
" has no further occafion, like other ftates, for the 
" virtue of any particular man to fupport it." One 
would be apt to conjeélure from this, that Ma­
chiavel was about to propofe a firft magiftrate, 
armed by the conftitution with fufficient authority 
to mediate, at all times, between the nobles and 
commons. Such a magiftrate, poffefled of the 
whoíe executive power, with a negative to defend 
ir, has always authority to intervene between the 
nobles and commons, and to preferve the energy 
of the laws to reftrain both; and whether this exe­
cutive magiftrate is wife and gpod or not, if the 
commons have the negative upon the purfe and the 
laws, and the inqueíl of grievances, abufes, and 
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ícace crímes, that executive power can hardly be 
ill ufed. " On fuch laws and principies many 
" of thofe ancient commonweakhs, which fo long 
" fubfifted, were formerly conftituted." Rome 
and Sparta were, in íbme degree, conftituted upon 
thefe principies, and in proporción as they con-
formed to them, they were free and happy;but nei-
ther was perfeftly conformed to them. " For want 
" of them, others have often varied their form of 
" government from tyranny to licence, and from 
" licence to tyranny :" and for want of them fuch 
will ever be the vibración. " For as each of thofe 
" ftates always has powerful enemies to contend 
" with, it neither is ñor can be poflible they íhould 
" be of any long duración:" and while they laft, the 
liberty and happinefs of the citizens are conftandy 
facrifíced. " All good and wife meñ muft of ne-
" ceífity be difgufted at them." So much fo, that 
if it were not for the chance and hope of obtaining 
a better conftitution, after all the changes, any 
man of that character would prefer a fimpie mo-
narchy at once. " Since much evil may very eafily 
" be done in the former, and hardly any good in 
" thelatterj the infolent having too much au-
" thority in one, and the ignorant and unexpe-
" rienced in the other." Thefe charaóters of 
fimpie ariftocracies and fimpie democracies, which 
fucceed each other fo rapidly, where the third 
power is not introduced to contrjul and moderare 
both the nobles and people, are veryjuftj and 
Machiavel fays, what is near the truch, " both 
" muft be upheld by the fpirit and fortune of one 
" man alone, who yet may either be fuddenly taken 
" off by death, or overpowered by adveríky." 
It is a pity he had not faid, parties muft be up­
held together by the conftitutional, legal autho-
rity of one man alone, poflefTed of the whole exe-
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cutive power of the ftate, and then, if he is taken 
off by deatfi, another will fuccced ; if he be over-
powered by adverfity the whole ftate muft be 
overpowend with him, and no form of govern-
ment can be devifed to warrant (lates againft pef-
tilence, earthquake, and famine, the inevitable 
and irrefiftible judgements of heaven. " I fay, 
" therefore, that the model of government, which 
" took place in Florence after the death of Scali 
" in 1381, was at firft folely maintained by the 
" conduít of Mafo degli Albízi, ar.d afterwards 
" by that of Niccolo Uzzarso." This is aftrong 
inftance of the efficiency of one man, fo fituated 
as to be able to mediare between the ariftocracical 
and democratical ingredients in fociety, and for 
providing fuch an officer by the confticucion, whofe 
duty and bufinefs it fhall ahvays be to act the fame 
part; nay, who fhall be neceíTitated, from the prin­
cipie of felf-prefervation and felf-defence, to pre-
ferve the balance between them. 

1414. The city continued in tranquillity from 14T4 
1422. to 1422 ; eight years : Uzzano and fix others had 

the chief authority. Thofe animofities, however, 
which were at firft kindled in the city by the 
quarrel betwixt the Albizi and the Riccí, and af­
terwards blown up to fuch height by Sylveftro de 
Medicij were not yet extinguifhed; and although 
that party which had the largeft fhare in the affec-
tions of the people condnned o~ly three years in 
the adrnuiiftratiori, and was turned out of it in 
1381, yet as they were favoured and fupported by 
the greater part of the citizens, they could not be 
totaüy fuppreffed. The frequent admonhions and 
continual perfecutions that were carried on againft 
thj: heads of it, from 1381 to 1400, had indeed 
brought them very low. The Alberti and the 
Medid fuffered moft by thefe proceedings. Several 
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of them had their eftates confifcated; others were 
banifhed or put to death ; and thofe who were fuf-
fered to continué in the city were deprived of all 
their honours and erriployments ; by which their 
party was much depreíTed, and almoft reduced to 
nothing. They retained, however, íharp refent-
ments, and derermined to take revenge, though 
under the prefent circumftances they thought 
proper to difiemble. 

This adminiftration, compofed of the moft con-
fiderable commoners or popular nobilicy, which 
had kept the city fo.long in peace} at íaft were 
guilty of two errors in point of conduct, which 
proved their ruin. As foon as they thought thern-
felves fafe from the attempts of the Aíberti, they 
grew infolent, and they quarrelled among them-
felves: two faults, that have ever been com-
mitted by every fingle affernbiy, whether of nobles 
or commons j and which ever muft be committed 
by all that are to come. Amidft their fupinenefs, 
oppreffions, and divifions, the Medid recovered 
their former authority and power. The firft of 
this family that began to lift up his head again 
was Giovanni,* the fon of Bicci de Media, who 
being a man of great humanity, and grown very 
rich, was admitted to a íhare in the government 
of the ftate; at which there was fuch extraordi-
nary rejoicings among the people, that many of 
the graver fort of the citizens were not a little 
alarmed when they faw the old humours began to 
íhow themfeJves again. Uzzano reprefented to his 
coileagues,f t n a t ^ e knew Giovanni was a perfon 
of much greater influence and abilities than ever 
Sylveftro had been, and that it was dangerous to 
promote a man of ib general a reputation to fuch 

* Nerli, p. 34. + Nerli, p. 34, 35. 
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a degree of power: but the reft of the governors 
envied Uzzano's repucation, and were glad to 
avail themlelves of any afliftance to ruin tiim ¡ 
{o that Giovanni was fec up, as rt often happens, 
to pulí down Uzzano.—When a popular afiembly 
or a fenate have the management of the executive 
power, difputes for ever arife concerning evcry 
ftep in foreign afFairs, and difcords and fa&ions 
have full p!ay. Thus it happened in Florence 
upon occalion of a negociation with Philip Vi-
conti, lord of Lombardy; every faftion had a 
different opinión : that, however, in favour of a 
war prevailed; ten fuperintendants of the war were 
appointed, foldiers were raifed, and taxes impofrd; 
thefe occafioned great murmurs in the city. The 
taxes were faid to be heavier on the poor than the 
rich ; every one exclaimed againft the oppreffion 
of their governors, who had wantonly embroiled 
them in an expenfive and unneceffary war, only to 
gratify theirown prívate intereftsand ambition,and 
to eftablilh themfelves in their tyranny. The ma-
jority of the governors at laft judged it neceflary 
to declare war, notwithftanding that refolution ftíll 
met with great oppoíition, efpecially from Gio­
vanni de Medici, who pubiicly protefted againft 
it, which occafioned a multitude of arguments 
pro and con. The war was unfortunate, and a 
battle loft by the badnefs of the weather; this 
misfortune occafioned great confternation in Flo­
rence, efpecially among the governing party, who 
had been the chief promoters of the war: they 
faw the enemy powerful and elated, themfelves 
difarmed and without allies, and, what was worfe, 
hated to the laft degree by the people, who in-
íuked them whenever they appeared in the ftreets, 
(pmplaining of infupportable taxes, and upbraid-
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ing them with the heavy expences of an unnecef-
fary war. 

Machiavel, p. 238, enumerates the taunts which 
fury fuggefted upon this occafion to an enraged 
and unbridled multitude. The fignori called a 
meetingof the principal citizens, and earnéftly 
txhorted them to ufe their good offices to foothe 
the people, and appeafe the general indignation 
which their clamours had excited. Rinaldo, the 
eldeft fon of the late Mafo degli Albici, having 
fecretly entertained fome hopes- of becoming fole 
governor of the republic, by the merit of his ówn 
fervices and the reputation of his father, made a 
long fpeech in juftification of the war. A cómmif-
fion was given to twenty citizens to raife farther 
fupplies for the maintenance of the war, who fee-
ing the governing party now humbled, took cou-
rage, and laid the chief burden of the taxes upon 
their íhoulders; at which they were not a little 
mortified in their turo. They complained of it 
as too heavy j but when this carne to the ears of 
the council, they took effeftual care to have it 
coUeéted; and, in order to make all impofitions 
appear the more grievous and hateful to the people 
for the future, they gave a ftricl: charge to their 
officers to collect this with the utmoft rigour, and 
to kill any one that íhould daré to oppofe them, or 
refufe to pay it: and ib many were murdered or 
wounded, that it was apprehended the two parties 
would come to blows; for thofe who had bten fo 
long in power, and ufed to be treated with fuch re-
verence and diftindion, couldnotbear the thoughts 
of being infulted in this manner j and the other 
fide were refolved, that every man, in his turo, 
íhould equally feel the fting of thefe oppreffions. 
The principal citizens had now many prívate con-
ferences, but Gioranni was not there i either be-
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caufe he was not invited, as a perfbn in whom they 
couicl not thoroughly confide, or refufed to come 
becaufe he did not approve of fuch cabais. Rinaldo 
degli Albici made an harangue.—He reprefented 
hovv the government had again fallen into the 
hands of the people, from whom their fathers had 
recovered it in 1381. He reminded them of the 
tyranny of thofe who were in the adminiftration 
from 1377 till that time ; in which interval either 
the father or grandíather, or fome near relation 
of almorí every one who was then prefent, had 
been unjuftly put to death. That the city was 
now going to relapfe into the fame ftate of con-
fufion and opprefíion, as the muitítudehad already 
taken upon them to impofe taxes; and if they 
were not either curbed by forcé, or reftrained by 
fome other expedient, would certainly, in the next 
place, proceed to appoint fuch officers as they 
thought fit; after which they would turn the pre­
fent magiítrates out of their feats, to the utter 
deftruction of an adminiftration, which had go-
verned the city, with fo much glory and reputa-
tion, for forty-two years: the confequence of 
which would be, that Florence muft either be 
blindly governed by the caprice of the rnultitude, 
and then one party would livé in continual danger 
and apprehenfion, while the other rioted in all 
manner of licentioufneís, or it muft fall under the 
fubjeclrion of fome one perfon, who would make 
himfelf abfolute lord, and perhaps tyranr, over it. 
As the audacioufnefs of the mukitude was in a 
great meafure owing to the largenefs of the im-
boríations, and the little care that was taken in 
them, which had filled the palace with new and 
mean men, he thought the only remedy for fuch 
diforders wouid be to reftore the authority of the 
nobility, and diminiíh that of the minor arts, by 
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rcducingthem fromfourteen to feven, which/woutd 
leffen the power of the plebeians in the councils, 
both by retrenching their number, and by throw-
ing more weight into the fcaie of the grandees, 
who would be íure to ufe aii poffible endeavours 
to deprefs them, out of* revenge for oSd injuries. 
The wife men always avaik-d themfeives of dif-
ferent forcs of people at dífferent feafons ¡ and if 
their fathers had made ufe of the affiñance of the 
plebeians to humble the infulence of the grandees, 
now the latter were brought fo low, and the forrner 
become lo audacious, ic would be no bad expe-
dient tojoin withonetolower the other.—Uzzano 
made anfwer, that it might be done, iíthey could 
draw Giovanni de Medici into their defigns; for 
if he concurred with them, the mukitude being 
deprived of their head, would not be abie to make 
any oppoñtion.—Rinaldo was deputed to wait 
upon Giovanni, and perfuade him tojoin them. 
Giovannireplied to him,thathehadal\vaysthoughr. 
it the duty of a good citizen toendeavour to pre-
vent any change in the eftabliíhed laws. By fuch 
changes fome were turned out and others broughc 
in, and the firft generalíy thought themfeives more 
aggrieved than the others benefited ; by which few 
friends and many enemies were made, mankind 
being naturally more prone to revenge than gra-
titude. Tha t the citizens of Florence generalíy 
deak bafely and perfidioufly with each other : that 
as foon as the promoters and advifers of this 
plan had fufficiently deprefled the people by the 
help of his authority, they would certainly fall 
upon him next with the whole forcé and arfittance 
of the plebeians, whofe affe£r.ions he muíl have 
loft by fuch a condu£t, and then he would be 
utterly deferted and ruined. H e could not help re-
membering the fate of Benedecto, who, at the 
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tnftigatíon of fuch as confpircd hís deftrudtion, 
confented to the fevere proceedings againft Scali, 
and foon after was fent into exile himfeif by the 
very perfons who had inveigled him into thofe 
nneafures. That for his parí he ihotild never 
agree to have any alterations madé ¡n the laws or 
conílitution of his country.—Thefe deHberations, 
when known, ftill added to the reputation of Gio­
vanni, and increafed the hatred of the people 
againft the other citizens. On the contrary, Ala-
manno de Medici, his relation, and Cofimo, bis 
fon, urged Giovanni to take this opportunity of 
humbling his enemies and exalcing his friends, 
reproaching him with his coldnefs, which they 
faid ernboldened thofe who wiíhed him ill to form 
daily confpiraciesagainft him, and would, onetime 
or other, prove the ruin of all his family and de-
pendents : but he was deaf to all their remon-
ftrances and prognoftications, and determined to 
purfue his own meafures. The defigns of the fac-
lion were, however, now plainly difcovered, and 
the city began once more to divide itfelf into 
faétions. Under fuch forms of governrnent there 
can never be an independen! judicial power: all 
parties are either courting, orthreatening, or per-
fecuting the judges. There were at this time two 
prefiding under the fignori, in the fupreme court 
of juftice : Martino, who was óne of them, was 
of Uzzano's party, and Paolo, the other, followed 
that of the Medici. Rinaldo finding Giovanni 
inflexible, refolved toturn Paolo out of his office, 
as hethought that the couu would then be wholly 
at hisdevotion; but the other fide being aware of 
ihis, were beforehand with him, and contrived 
matters ib well, that they got Paolo continued 
and Martino difcharged, to the great mortifica-
lion and prejudice ofhis party. 

The 
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The war lafted five years, i. e. from 1422 to 
1427, andthe citizens were impoveriihed by taxes; 
and perfonal cítate was now to be taxed as well as 
real. This was likely to fall heavy upon che rich, 
upon which account ic was oppofed vehemently b j 
them all, before \t paffed into a law, except Gio-
vanni, who publicly expreflfcd his approbation of 
it; Ib that it was carried againft them. This tax 
was regulated by a law made on purpofe, and not 
left to the arbitrament of partial or interefted per-
fons; ib that the more powerful citizens were ia 
fome meafure reftrained from oppreífing the infe-
rior fort, and influencing their votes in the coun-
cils, as they had been ufed to do, by the threats 
of taxingthem according as they gave their fuf-
frages. This tax, therefore, was very cheerfully 
íiibmiíted to by the generality, though highly 
difguftíul £0 the government. But as itis the na-
ture of mankind to be ever reftíefs and difcon-
tented, and when they have gained one advantage, 
to be fttll grafping at a higher, the people, not 
fatisfied with this equality of taxation eftabliíhed 
by the law, demanded a retrofpect, by which it 
might appear how much lefs the rich citizens had 
paid before, than they ought to have done by this 
regulation, and every one be made to account for 
dehciencies. This queílion occaíioned very long 
and ingenious arguments on both fides; the Gio-
vanni reprefented to the people the bad confe-
quences of retrofpecb, and with many arguments 
foothed the people, till they dropped this demand. 

lo 1428 peace was concluded, and freíh com-
motions began in the city, on the fubjecl: of the 
new plan of taxation. In this jundure Giovanni 
fell fick; and calling his two Ibns, Coíimo and 
Lorenzo, to his bed-fíde, he advifed them, " If 
" you would live with íafety and comfort, be 
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" content wkh fuch a íhare in the government as 
" your fellow-citizens confer upon you, by which 
" you wiil avoid envy and danger; for it is that 
*f which a man arrogates to himfelf that makes 
" him odious, and not what is voluntarily given 
" him." He died lamented by the whole city, 
for he was very charitable and compaíTionate. His 
univerfal benevolence taught him to love good 
men, and pity the evil. He never folicited honours, 
though he obfained the higheíl. He died poíTeffed 
of immenfe riches,* and fnll ofgloryand repu-
tation, leaving his ion Cofimo heir to his fortune 
and fame j both which he not on!y maintained, 
but augmented. 

Ambition foon kindled new wars. The whole 
city was divided into little meetíngs and cabals of 
all ranks of people, the generality of whom werc 
for commencing hoftiüties againíl the Lucchefe. 
Amongthe more confiderable citizens whofavour-
edthis enterprile, were all the folio wers of the Me-
dici family: thofewhooppofed it were Uzzanoand 
hisparty. lt feems almoft incredible that there 
íhouid be fuch a change of opinions in the fame 
citizens, on this occafion, concerning the expedi-
ence of a war ; and yet thofe very perfons who, 
after a peace that had lafted ten years, oppofed a 
war againíl duke Philip, which was undertaken in 
defence of their own liberties, now ftrenuouíly 
infifted upon one againíl Lucca, to invade the 
rights of others, and at a time too when the city 
wasexhauíled and impoverifhed to the laíl degree 
by the heavy expences of the laíl. From henee 
we may obferve, how much more ready mankind 
are to ufurp the property of others, than to de-
fend their own j and how much ftronger the hope 
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of gain is, than the fear of loíing. The fignori 
affembled the common-council, where the matter 
was debated by ibme of the leading men of the 
republic, in the prefence of four hundred and 
ninety-eight citizens. The debate was condu&ed 
by Rinaldo on one fide, and Uzzano on the other; 
and, upon a ballot, only ninety-eight were againfl 
the war.—The war was commenced, and carried 
on with all that rapacious avance and ambition 
which had begun it, and grievous complaints and 
accufarions were brought againfl: Aftorre and Ri­
naldo fortheir behaviour in it. 

In 1428* Niccolo de Uzzano died, and Rinaldo 
fucceeded as head of his family and party. Rinaldo 
returned in a rage againfl the magiítrates, and 
prefenting himfelf before the council of war, he 
told them, " he well knew how difficult and dan-
gerous a thing it was to ferve an unbridled people, 
and a divided ítate; fince the one was carried away 
with every rumour, the other put a malicious in-
terpretation upon adtions that were doubtful, and 
always puniíhed the evil, but never rewarded the 
good: ib that if a commander fucceeded in an ex-
pedition, he had no praile at all; if he was guilty 
of an error, his condud was cenfured by the ge-
neraiity; but if he mifcarried, he was fure to be 
condemned by every one; for in one cafe his own. 
party would envy his fuccefs, and his adverfaries 
not fail to infult him in the other." The council 
endeavoured to appeafe his reíentment, but gave 
the command abroad to others. The war was con-
dufted afterwards rather unfuccefsfully, untilthey 
carne to abattle before thetown of Lucca, and were 
totally defeated. As the expedition had been un-
dertaken almoíl by general confent, the people, 
in the utmoft confternation, and not knowing 
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where to turn theír rage, began to abufe thoíc 
who had condu&ed the war, fince they could not 
blame thofewho, by their own inftigation, hadfirft 
advifed it, and revived their oíd calumnies againít 
Rinaldo: buc the perfon whom they fell upon 
with the greateft violence was Guicchiardini, who, 
they faid, might eafily have. put an end to the 
war, if he had not been bribed; nay, they went 
lo far as to charge him with fending an horíe-load 
of money to his own houfe, and particularly men-
tioned the ñames boch of thofe that carried and 
thofe that received it. Thefe clamours and accu-
fations made fuch a noife, that the captain of the 
people could not help taking cognizance of lo 
public a charge; efpecially as he was importu-
nately called upon fo to do by Giovanni'senemies. 
Having cited him thereforeto clear himfelf of this 
imputation, he made his appearance, but with, 
much feeming indignation and contempt of their 
malice; and his relations exerted themfelves fo 
ftrenuouíly for the honour of their family, that 
the captain was obliged to ftop all further pro-
ceedings againft him. The infinuation here is 
very obvious, that the judge was bribed. 

In 1433 a general peace was concluded, and all 
towns that had been taken by the Florentines, 
Lucchefe, and Sienefe, íhould be mutually redor-
ed to their former pofíefíbrs j fo that the expencc 
of this war was all loft. 

During the courfe of this war abroad, the fac-
tious humours began to ferment again at home ; 
and Cofimo began to act with greater fpirit in 
pubiic afíairs, and with more opennefs and zeal 
for the good of his friends, than ever his father 
had done : fo that thofe who rejoiced at the death 
of Giovanni, were not a little damped at the pro-

. ceedingsof his fon. Cofimo was a man of very 
j great prudenee, of a fedate and agreeable counte-
ty nance, 
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nance, exceedingly liberal and humane; never en-
tering into any meafures that would be pernicious 
to the ftate, or even the party that he oppofed, 
but taking all opportunities of doing good to 
every one, and of conciliating to himfelf the af-
fecftions of his fellow-citizens by his goodnefs and 
generoíity. So noble an example of benevolence 
greatly increafed the hatred which the public had 
already conceived againft the governing party, and 
at the fame time was the beíl method he thought 
he could take to enable himfelf either to live w¡th 
reputation and fecurity in Florence, or to get the 
better of any perfecution that the malice of his 
enemies might raife againft him, by the intereíl he 
had with the people, and even, if neceflary, by 
forcé óf arms. There were two citizens who con-
tributed to promote this intereíl, Averardo de Me­
did, and Puedo de Pucci; the one by his bold-
nefs and acftivity, the other by his great wifdom 
and experience, which added much reputation to 
his pany : indeed, the judgement and authority 
of the latter were fo generally revered, that he 
gave ñame to the party, which was not called Co-
fimo's, but Puccio's party. In this divided ftate 
of the city, the expedition againft Lucca was un-
dertaken, which, inftead of extinguiíhing the rage 
of fadtion, ftill added fuel to i t ; forthough Puc­
cio's party had promoted and advifed a war, yec 
thofe of the other fide were chiefly emplored in 
conduéting it, as they had greater power in the 
government: and fince Averardo and his friends 
could not by any means prevent this, they took. 
every opportunity of defaming them, and calum-
niating their aélions ; fo that when they met with 
any misfortune, it was not itnputed to the fupe-
rior ftrength or better management of the enemy, 
hut to the mifcondudt and imprudence of the 
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commiflary. This was the occafion that tbe 
enormities coinmined by Aitorfa Gianni, though 
very great mdeed of themfeives, were ftill exag-
gerated. Ic was this fort of treatment that pro-
voked Rinaldo to fuch a degree, that he lefc his 
command wkhout permiffion. This was the truc 
caule oí Giovanni Guicchicardini being cited to. 
appear before the captain of the people. From 
henee proceeded all the charges and complaint» 
that were exhíbited againft other magiftrates and 
commiflaries; and whüílthofe that had any foun-
dation weie always aggravated, and fometimes 
fupported by downright falfehood, the people 
greediiy fwallovved all, whether true or falfe, out 
of the hatred they bore to them : and though 
Uzzano, and the other heads of that party¿ vvere 
fufficiently aware of theíe bafe artífices, and had 
feveral prívate meetings to confider of proper 
means to prevent the efteft of them, yet they could 
not fix upon any expedient. It was very danger-
ous, they knew, to connive at them, and not lefs 
to proceed to open violence : Uzzano himfelf was 
averie to any remedies of that kind. Barbadori, 
feeing they were harafíed in this manner, with 
war abroad and faction at home, made a vifit to 
Uzzano, whom hefound alone, and very thought-
fu! in his ftudy ; and as he himfelf wifhed to fee 
tbe ruin of Colimo, he left no method untried to 
prevail upon Uzzano tojoin with Rinaldoto drive 
him out of the city. Uzzano replied, " Common 
" prudence vvould be fufficienr to induce thofe 
** who advife the expulfion of Cofimo to compare 
" their own llrength with his. Our party, ¡t 
" feems, is now diiiinguifhed by the ñame of the 
" Nobility, and the other by that of the Ple-
" beians. Remember the fate of the ancient no-
*' bility of this city, who ac laft were utterly fup-
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prefled in their contefts with the plebeians. 
Our party is divided, while that of our adver-
faries is compaél and entire. Neri and Neroni, 
two of the chiefmen in tbe clty, have not yet de-
clared tkemfelves; and it is uncertain what fide 
they will take. Several families are divided 
among themfelves ; and many there are thal 
hate us, and favour our adverfaries, merely out 
of envy or malice to their own brochers, or 
fome other near relations. Among the fons of 
Mafo, Luca, out of hatred to Rinaldo, is gone 
over to the other fide; in the family of the 
Guicciardini, Pietro, the fon of Luigi, is a 
mortal enemy to his brother Giovanni, and 
joins our adverfaries; Tomafo and Niccolo 
Soderini openly oppofe us out of pique to their 
únele Francifco: fothac ifweconíiderthequality 
ofthofe who conflitute their party, and of whom 
our own confifts, I fee no reafon why one Ihould 
be calléd thenobility in preference to the other. 
lf it is becaufe they are followed by thewhole 
body of the plebeians, that very circumílance 
makes them fo much fuperior to us, that if ever 
we come to an open trial of our ftrength, \ve 
íhall not be able to ftand before them ; and if 
we ftill continué in poffeffion of the íirft places 
in the commonwealth, it is entirely owing to 
the eftabliíhed creditofan adminiftrationwhich 
has now fupported itfelf for the fpace of fifty 
years. But if things ihould come to extremi-
ties, and our prefent weaknefs be difeovered, 
you may depend upon it, we ihould be forced 
out of the magiflxacy, perhaps to our utter de-
ftruftion. Cofimo, it is true, freely lends rao-
ney to every one that wants it; not only to 
prívate people, but to the publie, upon any 
emergeney, and to foreigners as well as Flo-
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" rentines: heisafriend to fuchasftand in need 
" of protección, and fometimes helps to advance 
** an acquaintance to a reputable employmenc in 
" the commonweakh, by the intereft which his 
íc univerfal benevolence has gained him araong 
* the people. What fhall vve be able to plead in 
" excufe for endeavouringtoexpel him the city ? 
" Shall we accufe hlm of being charitable, friend-
'* ly, liberal, and beloved by every one ? What 
." law condcmns charity, liberality, and benefi-
" cence? Indeed, thefe virtues are fometimes 
<e counterfeited, to cajole the vulgar, by fuch as 
" afpire to dominión; but they do not appear in 
" that light ac prefent, nor is it in our power to 
" make them. We have loft our reputation by 
** our late mifconduñ; and a people naturally 
** prone to fadion, and corrupted by continual 
te divifions, will no longer put any confidence in 
** us, or give credit to fuch accufations. If he is 
" banifhed, he will return with more friends, and 
ft we fhall have more enemies: if it is intended to 
" put him to death in a judicial manner, that can 
" never be effecled; for, as he is rich, and the 
" magiftracy corrupt, he will be fure to efcape 
í£ all puniíhment. But if he is banifhed, or 
, J condemned, what will the commonwealth 
*' gain by that ? No fooner will it be free frorn 
" the appreheníions it was under from Cofimo, 
*' but it will be hable to the fame from Rinaldo. 
*' Formy own part, I am oneof thofe who never 
(t delire to fee one citizen exceed another in au-
" thority ; and if one ofthefe two muft feize the 
" reins, I know not any reafon that (hould induce 
*' me to prefer Rinaldo to Cofimo. I pray God 
" to preferve this city from everfalling under the 
" dominión of any one man: but ifatime íhould 
5' ever. come, wiven oqr fmsíhall bring that judge-
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" ment upon us, I pray ftillmore earneftly, that we 
" maynotbecomefubjefttoRinaldo. Thefargreat-
e< erpart of the citizens, fome out offtupidlty, and 
" others out of matice, are thoroughly difpofed to 
" fell their countiy ; and fortune has beenfo favour-
" able to tbem as to provide a purcbafer. Uve 
" quietly, then; and as to any invafion of our 
'* libercies, be aflured, you have as much to ap-
" prehend frorn our own party as the other."— 
Tkis fpeech contains a volume of inftrudtions : 
the fituation of fuch a government, where there 
are tvvo pafties, and no third povver to balance 
them, is admirably defcribed. Ncri, or Neroni, 
who were yet neuters, are looked up to as capable, 
when they pleafe, ofoverturningthe balance, and 
effecting a revloution. Famüy quarrels are re-
forted to and inflamed, in order to make different 
branches take different fides. Tnough one party 
is called patrician and the otbér plebeian, lb many 
individuáis of each defert their colours, and go 
over to the enemy, thac it is imponible to fay 
wbich party is really the patrician and which ple­
beian. Timid and irreiolute to the laft degree, 
the government dares not difoblige an individual, 
even by puniíhing a crime. The governmeat 
really efteeming its enemies more -than its own 
members; and oppofition approving members of 
government more than their own allbciates. A11 
parties endeavouring to get an influence over the 
íüdges, as eflential to their exiftence. The judi­
cial power unavoidably corrupted. It was eafy 
for Uzzano to fay, and perhaps íincerely, that he 
never defired to fee one citizen exceed another in 
influence. But, according to Machiavel, the ex­
iftence of the government had long depended 
upon the fuperior authority of Uzzano himfelf. 
And no better plan of liberty than this deplorable 
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one of Florence can ever be preferved, without 
forne one citizen legally vefted wkh authority to 
controul each in his turn of the contending par-

A Í 8 . ties. Uzzano diec! in 1428,* and all reílraint was 
at an end. Rinaldo now was head of the party, 
and was continually teafing and importuning fueh 
citizens as he thought likely to be judges, that is, 
ftandard-bearers of juftice, to take arms, and de-
liver tiieir country out of the hands of Cofimo ; 
who, taking advantage oí the ftupidity of fome, 
and the malice of others, would certainly enilave 
it. Thus Rinaldo, by endeavouring to fupplant 
his adverfaries, and they to fupport themfelves, 
kept the whoie city in continua! alarm and fufpi-
cion; fo that when new magitlrates were ap-
pointed, it was prefently knovvn how many there 
were on one fide, and how many on the other : 
and at the imborfations for the fignori, there was 
nothing to be feen but tumult and uproar. Every 
trifling afíair that was brought before the magif-
tracy created a divifion among them; all fecrets 
were divulged; thsy had no regard tojuftice; the 
good and the evil were treated alike ; and there 
was not fo much as one magiftrate that did his 
duty. Rinaldo, impatient to lovver the authority 
of Cofimo, intrigued to get Bernardo drawn for 
ftandard-bearer,* and fucceeded ; went to con­
gratúlate him, and told him how much the nobi-
lity were rejoiced to fee him in pofleflion of that 
dignity ; reprefented to him the danger they were 
in from their divifions; atjd that the fureft way to 
reitere union among them was to rid themfelves 
of Cofimo. Bernardo anfwered, he was fully con-
vinced of the expedieney and neceffity of what he 
had urged, and deíired him to prepare their 

* Nerli, p. 39. 
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friends to take arms. Bernardo then fumraoned 
Cofimo to appear before the fignori. The fignori 
aflembled the people, and appointed a balia, con-
íifting of two hundred citizens, to reform the 
ftate; and the firft thing debaied was, whether 
Cofimo íhould be put to death or not? Some ar-
gued for it, othcrs thoughc banilhment fufficienr, 
and many fat iilent. Colimo was commkted pri-
foner to Frederigo, in the turrec of the palace. 
From this place he could hear the clamours of 
the armed men, who were below in the piazza, 
and frequent outcries for a balia; which made 
him apprehend that bis life was in danger, but 
much more, that bis particular enemies vvould 
take fome extravagant method to difpatch him : 
for that reafon he would eat no meat for the fpace 
of four days, except a mouthful or two of bread. 
Frederigo obferving this, bid him take courage, 
and eat his meat, and keep himfelf alive for the 
good of his friends and his country ; and that you 
may have no more fufpicion, fays he, I wiü eat 
with you, Cofimo embraced him with tears in 
his eyes, acknowledging his generofity, and af-
furing him he would amply recompenfe his kind-
nefs, if ever fortune íhould put it in his power to 
fhevv his gratitude. Frederigo invited Farganac-
cio, a friend of the ftandard-bearer, to fup with 
them. Cofimo, after many fair words and pro-, 
mifes, gave his gueíl a draught upon his banker 
for eleven .hundred ducats, defiring him to keep 
one hundred himfelf, and prefent the other thou? 
fand to the ftandard-bearer. This he willingly 
undertook to perform, and gave the money to 
Bernardo, who then began to grow cooler and 
more modérate in the profecution ; fo thar, after 
all, Cofimo was only banifiíed to Padua, thcugh 
Rinaldo ufed his utmoft endeavours to have hiru 
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put to death. Averardo de Medid, and many 
others of that family, were likewife banifhed at 
the fame time, and with them Puccio and Gio-
vanni de Puci. Cofimo was brought before the 

1433. fignori, 3d of Odtober, 1433, vvho pronounced the 
fcntence of baniíhment upon him. He received 
the fentence with a cheerful councenance, faying, 
" that in what part of the worki foever he fhould 
fojotirn, his perfon and fortune fhould ever be at 
the fervice of the republic, the people, and the 
fignori." Theítandard-bearertold him, he would 
take care that his lite fhould be in no danger; 
and, having condu&ed him to his own houfe, to 
fup with him, ordered a pany of the guards to 
efcort him to the confines of the Florentine do-
minions. Wherever he carne, he was received with 
great honour, and publicly vifited by the Vene-
tians, who treated him not as an exile, but as a 
perfon of the firft rank and confequence in the 
ftate. Florence being thus deprived of fo great a 
man, and fo univerfally beloved,* Rinaldo faw a 
ftorm arifing, and advifed his friends to collec\ 
their ftrength, and fortify themfelves; that fo, when 
their enemies fhould rife upon them, which was 
daily to be expedted, they might be able to clear 
the city of thembydintof forcé, lince, it feemed, 
they could nct do it in a judiciary manner : that 
they muft regain the affeílions of the grandees, by 
reftoring them to their honours and authority. 
He was anfwered, that the infolence and tyranny 
of the grandees always had been, and always would 
be infupportable; and that it would be madnefs 

* Partifli Coffimo di Firenze l'Ottobre 1433, avéndo laí-
ciato di fe nell' univerfale de' men potenti cittadini grandif. 
limo defiderio, parendo loro effer rimefi in preda di pochi 
potenti, íenza fperanza di capo alcuno al ijuale íi poteffero 
sppoggtare. Nerli, p. 40, 
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to run headlong into a certain and ílaviíh .fubjec-
tion to them, when the danger that was appre-
hendcd from the plebeians might only be ima-
ginary. Rinaldo, feeing his advice rejecíed, could 
not ríelp lamenting the misfortunes that he íbre-
favv were going to fall upon himfclf and his party; 
but modefty imputed them rather to the malevo-
lence of their deftiny, thaa to the blindncfs and 
perverfenefs of men. But both Rinaldo and 
Machiavel would have been much better advifed, 
if they had imputed ali thefe evils to their true 
caufe, an imperfedt and unbalanced conílitution of 
government, rather than to deftiny or the perverfe­
nefs of men. In fuch a form of government, def­
tiny itfelf, without a miracle, cannot prevent the 
blindnefs and perverfenefs of men. Thofe who 
fee the cleareft are forced to fhut their eyes, and 
thofe who are moit upright are compelled to be 
perverfe. Letters were foon intercepted from 
Agnolo to Cofimo, advifing him to ftir up a war 
from fome quarter or another, and to make Neri 
his friend ; as he thought then the people would 
be in want of money to carry it on. Agnolo was 
banilhed, which in fome meafure reítrained the 
ardour of thofe who favoured Colimo. It was 
now almoft a year lince Colimo was banilhed. 

At the end of Auguft, 1434, Niccoli di Coceo 1 
wasdrawn ftandard-bearer for the two next months, 
and with him eight new fígnors, all friends to 
Colimo; at which Rinaldo and his party were 
alarmed. Rinaldo was for taking arms, and oblig-
ing the ftandard bearer to affemble the people m 
the piazza to appoint another balia, and depofe the 
new fignori; get others drawn more fit for their 
purpofe, by burning the oíd imborfation, and 
making a freíh one, in which the purfes might be 
filled only with the ñames of their friends. Strozzi, 
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a man of a peaceable and humane difpofition, and 
rather given to ftudy than faétion, oppofed it; and 
k was refolved to let the nevv fignori enter peace-. 
ably upon the magiftracy. T h e new fignori hav-
íng been created by Cofimo's party, no foonertook 
pofíemon of the paíace, than the ftandard-bearer 
began bis office by an aftion which íhould give 
him repuíation, and ftrike a damp into fuch as 
might think of oppofing him. H e immediately 
committed his predeceflbr to prifon, upon pre-
tence that he had embezzled the pubiic money ; 
after which he began to found his aífbciates abouc 
Cofimo's return, and, finding them well difpofed 
to it, he comrounicated their defign to thofe WÍIQ 
were reputed heads of the Medici party, who all 
encouraged him to attempt it. H e then cited 
Rinaldo, and others the principáis of the other 
party, to appear before him : but they, inftead of 
obeying him, flew to arms. But their party was 
irrefolute, loft their opportunity, and gave time 
to the fignori to provide for their defence. They 
fent to acquaint Rinaldo, and thofe who were with 
h i m , " that they CQuld not conceive what was the 
caufe of fuch a commotion ; that if it was upon 
Cofimo's account, they could afi'ure them they 
had no thought of recalling him." Thefe pro-
mifes, however, made but littie impreflion on 
Rinaldo, who faíd he would take care of himfelf, 
by turning them all out of their offices. But it 
feldom bappens that any defign fucceeds, zuhere the 
authority of the conduñars is equal, and their opinions 
different. Rodolpho replied, " that for his part, 
he defired nothing more than that Cofimo might 
not be fuffered to return : fo that all hope of 
fuccefs being defeated by the delay of Rinaldo, 
íhe pufillanimity of Strozzi, and the defertion of 
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Peruzzi, the reft of the party began to lofe their 
fpirits and grow cool. Pope Engenius IV. was 
tlien at Florence, driven out of Rome by the peo-
pie, and interpofed his mediation till he periuaded 
the party to lay down their arms. As íoon as 
the iignori favv their adverfaries difarmed, they 
began to treat vvith them, through the mediación 
of the pope; and, ac the lame time, fent privately 
into the mountains of Piíloia for a body of foot-
foldieis, which, being joined byall the horfe they 
had ín the adjacent territories, were brought into 
Florence by night; and having taken poíleflion of 
all the palies and ftrong places in the city, they 
called the pcople together in the piazza before the 
palace, and appointed a new balia; which, at their 
firft meeting, recalled Colimo, and all the other 
citizens who had been baniflied with him. On 
the other hand, they not only fent Rinaldo, P e ­
ruzzi, Barbadori, and Strozzi, into banifhment, 
but fuch numbers of others, that moft parts of 
Italy, and fome other countries, were crowded 
with them, to che great impoverifhment of Flo­
rence, both in regard to its weakh, its inhabitants, 
its trade, and manufactures. But the pope, feeing 
that party entirely ruined and diffipated, which had 
confented to lay down their arms upon his aflu-
rances and interceffion, was exceedingly enraged, 
as well as Rinaldo. The latter, however, affected 
to fay, it would give him no great regret to be 
banilhed a city where prívate men had more 
authority than the laws. Cofimo having notice, 
ímmediately repaired to Florence ; it has feldom 
happened that any commander, though returning 
m triumph from victory, was received with fuch 
acclamations and univerfal joy as Cofimo was by 
his fellow-citizensj who rán in multitudes to meet 
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and íáluted him with one voice, the benefactor oí 
the people, and the father of his country! * 

Machiavel begins his fifth book, as if hefuppof-
ed bis reader convinced tbat the commonwealth of 
Florence bad expired, and an abfolute fovereignty 
in Colimo had commenced, by grave refleclions 
upon the changes that are incident to ali govern-
ments:—" Tliey often degenerate into anarchy 
*S and confulion, and from thence emerge again 
" to good order and regularity. For, íince it is 
" ordained by Providence, that there fhould be 
" a continual ebb and flovv in the things ofthis 
" world, as foon as they arrive at their utmoft 
** perfection, and canafcend no higher, they mult 
" of neceffity decline: and, on the other hand, 
* when they have fallen, througb any diforder, 
" to the loweft degree that is poffible, and can 
•-' íink no lower, they begin to rife again. And 
" thus there is a conilant fucceflion of profperity 
" and adverfity in all human affairs. Virtue is 
*' the mother of peace; peacc produces idlenefs; 
" idienefs, contention and milrule; and from 
'* thence proceed ruin and confufíon. This oc-
" cafions reformation and betttr laws; good laws 
*' make men virtuous; and pubiic virtue is aiways 
fí attended with glory and fuccefs."' 

* Ritorno adunque Colimo in Firenze, con tanta repn-
tarione e con fi granda allegrezza dait' efilio, con quanta, 
mai ritornafle alia patria fuá alcun altro cittadino trionfante, 
da qual fi voglia o pofla immaginare feliciffiman imprefa vit-
torioib; e benche egli fi sforzaffe in tanta íua felicita, e gran-
dezza di mantenere fempre quella civile modeftea, la quale 
©ñervo in ogni fuá azione mentreché viffe, ad ogr.i modo 
appariva in lui una tal niaeítá di principe, che mérito per 
pubblico decreto d'efler chiarr.ato padre della patria, la quale 
da elfo fu per trenta anni, pacificamente governata. Nerli, 
P-43« 
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At the rerurn of Colimo, thofe eitizens who 
had been his chief friends, and lome others who 
had been injured and oppreffed by the late admi-
niftration, vvere determined at all events to take 
the government of the ftate into their own handai|. 
The fignori therefore, tbat was drawn for the two 
enfuing months of November and December, not 
content with what their predeceífors had already 
done in favourof rheirparty, prolonged theterm, 
and changed rhe reíidence of feveral who had beea 
baniíhed, and fent numbers of others into exile. 
And this was done not only out of party rage, 
but likewife on accoant of their riches, alliances, 
and prívate connedlions: fo that this profcription, 
except in the article of bloodíhed, might in fome 
meafure be compared to that under Sylla and 
Oftaviiis. There were, however, fome executions; 
for Antonio, the fon of Bernardo, was beheaded ; 
and four otber citizens, having left the place to 
which they had been b^niflied, and gone torefide 
at Venice, were fecured by the Venetians as fetting 
a greater valué upon Cofmio's friendfhip than their 
own reputation, and fent prifoners to Florence, 
where they vvere put to death in an ignominious 
manner. Thefe examples greatly increaíed the 
ftrength of Cofimo's party, and ftruck a terror 
'into that of his enemies. VVhen they had thus 
cleared the city of their enemies, andfuch as they 
thoughtdifaffe¿led totheirgovernmenc, they began 
toftrengthen their hands by careííing and heaping 
favours upon others. For this pnrpofe they re-
called the family of the Alberti, and all the reft 
of the exiles that had been formeriy baniíhed : 
they reduced the grandees, except fome very few, 
to the rank of commoners, and divided the pof-
feffions of thofe whom they had baniíhed among 
themfelves. After this they fortified ihemfelves 
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with new Iaws and ordinances, and nfkde a freíh 
imborfation, taking the ñames of all fufpeíted 
perfonsout of the purfes, and fillingthem upagain 
with thofe of tlieir own friends. They likevvife 

fook care ibat fuch magiftrates as liad the power 
>f life and death entruiled to them íhotild aiways, 
be chofen out of themoft eminent of their party; 
forwhich purpofe they ordained, that the fyndics, 
who infpeded the imborfations in conjunction 
with the okl fignori, fhoukl have the power of 
appointing a ne>v one. The left the cognizance 
of capital oífences to the eight wardens, and en-
a£ted, that no exile fliould return, even after the 
term of his baniíhment was expired, till he had 
obtained the coníent of the fignori and thirty-
four of the collejes, though the whole number 
of them amounted to no more than thirty-feven. 
All perfons were prohibited to write or receive 
any letters from them ; every word, or fign, or 
geíture,that difpleafed the governors, waspuniíhed 
with the utmoil feverity. And if there was any 
fufnedted perfons left in Florenee, who had not 
fallen under their laíh for fuch offences, they took 
care to load them feverely with new taxes and im-
pofitions; ío that, one part of their adverfaries 
being driven out of the city, and the other de-
prefied and overaweJ by thefe means, they in a 
íhort ti;ne fecured the government to themfelves; 
and to fupport their power with foreign aid, and 
deprive their enemies of all aflíftance if they fliould 
offer to dillurb them, they entered into a defen-
five league with the pope, the^Venetians, and the 
duke of Milán. 

Cofimo is very tenderly treated by Machiavel; 
yet he lias impartiality enough to record the tra-
gical ítory of Neri and Baldaccio. Among thofe 
who had the chicf authority in the government, 
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Neri was one, of whofe reputación Cofimowas more 
jealous than of that of any other perfon ; as he 
had not only very great credit in thecity, bur was 
exceedingly beloved by the foldiery, whofe affec-
tions he had gained by bis bravery, humanity, and 
good conduér, when he cornmanded the troops of 
the republic, as he had done upon feveral occa-
fions; beíides which, the remembranceof the vic-
toriesthat had been gained by him and his father; 
one of whom had taken Pifa, and the other de-
feated Piccinino at the battle of Anghiari, made 
him refpeéted by many and feared by others, who 
did not defire any more aflbciates in the govern-
ment. But of all their generáis, Baldaccio was 
certainly the moft eminent; ñor was there any 
man in Italy, at that time, who furpaíTedhim either 
in courage, or military íkill, or bodily accompliíh-
ments: and, having always cornmanded the in-
fantry, they had fuch an opinión of him, that it 
was generaíly believed he could influence them to 
execute any purpofe, and that they would follow 
him in any undertaking whatfoever. 

This Baldaccio was very intímate with Neri, 
for whom he had the higheít efteem, on accounc 
of his valour and other good qualities, of which. 
he had long been a witnefs; but it was a con-
neftion that excited infinite jealoufy among the 
reír, of the principal citizens ; who, thinking it 
dangerous to let him enjoy his liberty, and ftill 
more fo to imprifon him, refolved to have him 
difpatched; in which fortune feemed to fecond 
their deíign. 

It is very provoking to read thefe continual 
imputations to fortune, made by Machiavél, of 
events which he knew very well were the effeéts 
of fecret intrigue ; for there is no doubt it had 
been previouíly concerted to get Bartolomeo or 
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Candini appointed ílandard bearerof juftice ; who 
having been fent to defend the pafs of Marradi, 
when Picconino invaded Tufcany, had fhamefully 
deferted it, and abandoned all that country to the 
fury of the enemy, which from the nature of its 
íkuation was of itfelf almoít inaccefíible. So fla­
gran! a piece of cowardice provoked Baldaccio to 
íuch a degree, that he could not help exprefling 
his contemptof him, both in public conveifation 
and in letters which he wrote to his friends, in 
terms that not only excited Oriandini's refentmenr, 
but made him thirft for revenge, and flatter him-
felf that he íbould extinguifh the infamy of the 
fací by the death of his accufer. To this refolu-
tion fome other citizens (the Medici) were privy ¿ 
who encouraged him in it, and faid, that by fo 
doing he would fufficiently revenge the injuries 
which he had fuffered himfelf, and at the fame 
time deliver the government from the fear of a 
man whom it was dangerous to employ, and might 
be their ruin to difmifs. Orlandini therefore, being 
confirmed in his purpofe to aflaflinate him, fhut 
up feveral armed men in his apartment; and the 
next day, when Baldaccio carne to attend at the 
palace, as he did moft days, to confer with the 
magiftracy concerning the pay of his foldiers, he 
was ordered to wait on the ftandard bearer imme-
diately, which he did, without fufpeding any 
danger. As foon as they met, and had taken 
a ttirn or two in the gallery, which is before the 
chambers of the íignori, they began to talk about 
their aífairs, and at laft coming near the door of 
the apartment where the armed men were con-
cealed, the ñandard-bearer gave them a fignal, 
upon which they inftantly rulhed out, and, as Bal­
daccio had neither arms ñor attendants, they foon 
dilpatched him, and threw him out of the palacc 

windovv, 



Machiavel. i i 

wtndow, from whence he was carried into thé 
piazza j and after they had cut off his head, his 
body was expofed all day as a fpeclacle to the 
people. This tragical event gave a conliderable 
check to Neri's intereft, and diminiíhed the num-
ber of his partiíans; The governors, however, 
did not ftop here ¡ for, as they had been now ten 
years in the adminiítration, and the authority of 
the balia wás expired, many began both to talk 
and act with much greater freedom than they 
thought was confiftent with the fecurity of the 
flate. In order therefore to eftabliíh themfelves 
in their powér, they judged it neceíTary to revive 
that court; by which they would have an oppor-
tunity of ftrengthening the hands of their friends, 
and more effectuálly depreffíng their enemies. 
With this view, the councils inftituted a new balia 
in the year 1444, which confirmed the prefent J444 
magifixates in their refpeétive departmencs, verted 
the privilege of choofing the fignori in a fevv 
handsj and new-modelled the chancery of refor-
rnation, depofing the prefident, Philip Peruzzi, 
and fétting another perfon at the head of ir, who, 
they were well aflured, would conform himfelf to 
their inftructions. They likewife prolonged the 
baniíhment of fuch as they had befbre fent into 
exile^ imprifoned Giovanni, the fon of Simone 
Vefpücci, and deprived all thofe of their honours 
and employments that adhered to their enemies j 
amongft whom were the fons of Pietro Baronulli, 
the whole family of the Seragli, Bartolomeo For-
tini, Francifco Caftellani, and many others. By 
fuch means they at the fame time regained their 
fórmer authority and reputation, quaíhed all op-
pofitioh, and got entire poflefTion of the govern-
ment. But Givolamo, not obferving the bounds 
that were prefcribcd to him in his baniíhment, was 
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afterwards declared a rebel; and travelüng about 
Italy to excite other ftates to malte war upon his 
own country, he was betrayed and apprehended at 
Lunigiana by one of the governors of that place, 
who fcnt him to Florence, whcre he was put to 
death ¡n prifon. 

This adminiftration lafted about eight years, 
and was indeed a very tyrannical and infupportable 
one j for, Cofimo being now grown fo oíd and in-
firm that he could not attend to public affairs 
with his ufual afliduity, the government fell into 
the hands of a few infolent and rapacious men, 
who knighted Luca Pitíi, for the good fervices he 
had done the fíate j he had alfo rich prefents made 
him, not only from Cofimo and the fignori, but 
from all the principal citizens, fo that he became 
very rich, and built him feveral magnificent pa-
laces, and finiíhed them by very arbitrary means, 
extorting more and greater prefents from the chief 
citizens, whom he obliged to furniíh him with all 
neceíTary materials, and making the commonalty 
fupply him with workmen and artificers. The 
divifions which arofe in Cofimo's party in 1455, 
were happily compoíed for fbme time, by his mo-
deration and prudence; but in the beginning of 

1464. the year 14 64 he fell fick, and foon after died ;* an 
event much lamented both by his friends and ene-
mies : for thofe who did not love him for reafons 
of fíate, feeing their governors fo greedy and ra-
venous while he was alive, and that they were 
only reftrained by the reverence they bore to his 
perfon, from proceeding to open violence, began 
to fear, now he was dead, that they íhould be ut-
terly ruined and devoured. They had but little 
hopes in his fon Pietro, who, though a very worthy 

* In 1464, in"tíie 7$th year of his age. Nerli, p. 49. 
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man, had lo weakly a conílitution, and was yet lo 
raw and unexperienced in matters of government, 
that they thought he would be obliged to comply 
with the meafures of the others; and there being 
no longer any períbn oí fufficient authority left to 
check their career, they would become every day 
more and more oppreífíve. The lofs of Cofimo 
was therefore univerfally regretted, and with great 
reafon; for confidering he was no foldier, he was 
the moft renowned and illuftrious citizen that Flo-
rence or any other republic had produced in the 
memory of man. As he furpaíTed all others of 
his time in riches and authority, fo he far exceeded 
every one in prudence, liberality, and magnifi-
cence j which great and amiable qualities made 
him the head of his country. Though he Ihewed 
á truly royal fpirit in his great works and actions, 
%nd was in fací: the fovereign of Florence, yet fo 
remarkable were his prudence and moderarion, 
that he never tranfgreffed thofe bounds of decency 
which ought to be obíérved by a modeít republi-
can. In his litde parties of pleafure, in his con-
verfation, in his alliances, and in every refpedt, he 
both afted and fpoke like any other citizen j well 
knowing that pomp and pageantry, and oftenta-
tious parade, are not only of Hule real fervice, but 
excite that envy among men which is not incident 
to fuch actions as are done with an appearance of 
modefty and humility. No man of this time had 
a more perfeét knowledge of mankind in general: 
in all the various revolutions of ib fickle and fluc-
tuating a commonwealth, he maintained his au­
thority for the ípace of thirty-one years ?- for as 
he was naturally fagacious, he forelaw dangers afár 
off, and therefore took timely care to prevent 
them. This great man was born in 1389: the 
íormer part of his life was full of troubles and 
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difafters; but afterwards fortune was fo propitious 
to him, that not only all thofe who adhercd to 
him in the public adminiftration of the common-
wealth were aggrandized and enriched by it, but t 
fuch as negociated his prívate affairs abroad (as 
he had faétors in almoft every part of Europe) ac-
quired great wealth ; fo that many families in FJo-
renceraifed immenfe fortunes underhis influence, 
and feveral others owed every thing they had en-
tirely to hts advíce and afllftance. He was con-
tinually layifig out vaft fums in churches; public 
buildings, and charities of diíFerent kinds. He 
was likewife a great patrón and benefaélor to 
learned men, and firft brought Argirophiius to 
Florence, a Grecian by birth, and the greateft 
fcholar of hls age, to inftruct the youth of Flo­
rence in the Greek tongue, and made him pre- . 
ceptor to his fon and nephew. This writerdedar! 
cated his works to the family of Medici, viz. hi™ 
Tranflation of Ariftotle's Ethics and Phyfics, his 
own book De Regno, &c. Colimo was at the 
expence of maintaining Marcilio Fícino, the re-
ftorer of the Platonic philofophy, who tranflated 
the works of Plato, Plotinus, Jamblicus, Proclus, 
&c. and had lo great an efteem for him, that he 
gave him a houfe and eftate near his own feat ac 
Careggio, that he might purfue his ñudies therc 
with more convenience, and entertain him with, 
his converfation at leifure hours; fo that he had 
great merit in the reíurredion of letters, and per-
haps in the formation oí Machiavei himfelf, to 
whom the world is fo much indebted for the re-
vivalofrealbn in matters ofgovernment, and who 
appears to have been himfelf lo much indebted to 
the writings of Plato and Ariftode. Indeed, if 
ever the rife of any family to abíblute íbvereignty 
upon the ruins of a republic could bepardonable, 
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this o(the Medici, which was by real virtues, abi-
litics, and beneficence, muft be acknowJedged to 
be an inftance oí i t : but it never can be juftified, 
ñor ought ever to be excufed, where there is a 
poilibility of eftabliíhing a conftitution well-ba-
íanced and realiy freej and ¡t may well be 
doubted, whether any nation tbat has once been 
free can ever become ío univerfally or even ge-
nerally corrupted, as not to be able to conduft 
a government of three well-balanced branches. 
He died full of glory, and with the higheft 
reputation. After his death all the ftatcs and 
princesof Chriftendom fent compliments of con-
dolence to his fon Pietro; and he has this infcrip-
tion engraved on his tomb by a public decree, 
" The Father of his Country." Machiavel is 
confcious that he fhall be fufpe&ed of writing a 
panegyric upon Cofimo, rather than an hiftorical 
portrait; and not without reafon, for he was a de-
pendant on the Medici family j and he has evi-
dently hurried over lome, and gloíTed over others 
of Cofimo's arts. He appears to have had more 
merir, as welJ as more art, than Auguftus.—It is 
fcarcely worth while to purfue this hiftory, and 
relate the confpiracies which were formed againft 
Pietro and the Medici, or the oppreffion of them. 
The ñame of Medici had become a charm in the 
ears of the Florentines, like that of Hercules 
among the Greeks, Casfar among the Romans, 
Orange among the Dutch, and others without 
end: and if abfolute power muft be eftabliíhed, it 
was as well in the Medici as the Pazzi. But Leo 
the Tenth is not lo excuíéable for not adopting a 
wifer plan. 

About the time of the death of Cofimo, Lewis 
the Eleventh of France was embroiled in a trou-
blefome var, which his barons had railed againft 
him, at the inftigation of Francis, duke of Bre-

H 3 tagne, 



á Florence. 

tagne, and Charles, duke of Burgundy, which they 
called the war for the publ'tc good; * which lay 
fo heavy upon him, that he could give no further 
affiftance to John, duke of Anjou, in his defigns 
•upon Genoa ana Naples. By thefe means Fer-
dinand of Arragon became king of Naples, and 
count Sforza, duke of Milán and lord of Genoa; 
and having contraéled family alliances together, 
they began to take all proper méafures to eftablifh 
themfelves and their pofterity in their govern-
ments. For this purpofe it was judged neceflary 
that the king lhould, in the firft place, make fure 
of fuch of the nobility as had taken part with 
John of Anjou againft him in the late wars. The 
king made ufe of every artífice to reconcile his 
nobility to him, in which he at laft fucceeded; for 
they faw that if they continued in arms againft 
their fbvereign, they muft inevitably be ruined; 
but if they carne to an accommodation with him, 
or fubmitted to his mercy, they might obtain a 
pardon. Thefe noblemen accordingly made their 
fubmíffion to him, but were afterwards all put to 
death at different times, upon one pretence or 
other. 

14^5« In 1465 Paul, the fecond Venetian, was elected 
pope; and the next year Sforza, duke of Miran, 
died, and was fucceeded by his fon Galeazzo, an 
event that npt only added fuel to the animofities 
that were rekindling in Flerence, but occaíioned 
them to burft out into a fíame; for after the death 
of Cófimo, his fon Peter, being left heir to his 
riches and authority, thought proper to attach 
himlélfto Neroni, a man of very great power and 
reputation in the city, and of whom Cofimo had 
fo great an opinión, that upon his death-bed he 

•J. Philip de Comines. 
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gave Peter a ftriét charge to confult him, and to 
be guided entirely by his advice in every thing 
that related either to the management of his own 
eftate, or the adminiítration of the public. In 
confequence of this command, Peter fent for him, 
and having told him hovv great a confidence his 
father had repofed in him, he hoped he would 
afíift him both in condu&ing his prívate concerns, 
and inthegovernment of the city. Neroni promifed 
to ferve him faithfuily; but when they came to 
examine Cofimo's books, they found his affairs in 
very great confuíion: Neroni, therefore, who was 
more influenced by motives of felf-intereít and 
ambition than either by the friendíhip he had 
profeíléd for Peter, or the remembrance of the 
obligations he lay under to his father, thinking he 
had nów a fair opportunity of ruining that repu-
tation and authority which Cofimo left him heir 
to, gave him a piece of advice, which, to all ap-» 
pearañce indeed, feemed both equitable and ne-
ceflary, but ultimately tended to his deílrudtion. 
He reprefented to him in how great diforder his 
affairs were, and what large fums of money he 
would have immediate occafion for, if he intended 
to fupport his family intereft, and the reputation 
they had acquired of opulence and power in the 
commonwealthj and that there could be no relief 
or expedient fo proper as to cali in the debts that 
were owing to him, both from foreigners and his 
fellow'-citizens: for Cofimo, out of his natural 
generofity, and in order to eftablifli an influence 
at home, and gain friends abroad, had always 
been fo ready to open his puríe to every one who 
ftood in need of his afliftance, that thofe debts 
arofe to a prodigious amount. To this propofal, 
which feemed but juft and reafonable, Peter con-
fented, and, like an honeft man, refolved to make 
ufe of his own fubftance only in that emergency: 
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but hehad hardly called upon two or three of his 
debtors, before the whole city was in an uproar, 
every one upbraiding him with avarice and in-
gratitude, and loading him with átf mannerof re-
proaches and ignominious ñames, as if he had 
come to plunder them of their own property, in-
ftead of demanding payment of a lawful debt, 
Neroni, feeing thé general refentment which his 
own council had excited againft Peter, turned his 
back upon him, and entered into a combination 
with Lucca Pitti, Sodorini, and Acciaivoli, to de-
prive him of all power and authority in the ftate, 
The end they all had in view was the fame; but 
their motives to purfue it very différent. Pitti 
was ambitious to fucceed Cofimo in the govern^ 
ment of the republic ¡ and became ib great after 
his death, that he diídained the thoughts of ftoop-^ 
ing to Peter: Neroni, who knew that Pitti was 
not equal to lo great a charge, thought, that if 
they could by any means get rid of Peter, the 
chief power muft of neceffity in a íhort time 
devolve upon him: Sodorini was deíirous that the 
city íhould enjoy more überty, and be governed 
by the proper magiftrates, as it uíed to be in fbr* 
mer times: Acciaivoli had a particular quarrel 
with the Medici; thinking Cofimo had not uíed 
him well in an award between his fon and his 
wife, and not being able to revenge himíelf upon 
Cofimo, wasnow determined to do itu.pon Peter, 
However, they all availed themfejves of the fame 
pretext, and íáid, that they neither defired ñor 
aimed at any thing further, than that the republic 
rnight be governed by lawful magiftrates, and not 
by a little junto of particular perfons. The failure 
of feveral merchanfs aboutthat time ftiií increafed 
the clarnour that was raifed againft Peter, and 
gave the people freíh occaíion {o revile him; for 
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tbey made no fcruple of imputing the blame to 
him, and faid, that the fudden and unexpe&ed 
calling in of his money had been the occafion of 
thofe bankruptcies, to the great lofs and difcredit 
of the merchants in particular, and the prejudice 
of the whole city. Befides all which, as he was 
going to marry Lorenzo, his eldeft fon, to Clarifla 
degli Urfini, every body took occafion from 
thence to calumníate him; publicly declaring, that 
fince he could not think any match in Florence 
good enough for his fon, it was plain he did not 
regard them any longer in the light of fellow-ci-
tizens, but was taking his meafures to make him-
felf their fovereign. From fuch a temper in the 
people, thefe ringleaders of fedition promifed. 
themfelves certain fucceís, efpecially as the greater 
part of the citizens were fo bewitched with the 
ñame of liberty, which they had made ufe of to 
varniíh over their ptivate defigns, that they cheer-
fully lifted under their banners. But while thelé 
ill humours were fermenting, there were íbme 
who, out of a real love for their country, and ab-
horrence of civil difcords, refolved to try if they 
could not palliate them, for a while at Jeaft, by 
turning the attention of the people upon fome 
more entertaining objeft; coníidering, that an idle 
populace is generally made ufe of as a tool to 
ferve the purpofes of fuch as attempt any inno-
vation or change of government. T o employ 
them, therefore, in fuch a manner as might beft 
divert their thoughts, and prevent them from en-
tering into cabals and confpiracies againft the go­
vernment, and at the fame time to confole them 
in fome meafure, after their mourning for the lofs 
of Cofimo, who had now been dead a year, thefe 
citizens thought it would be no bad expedient to 
revive the pubiic fpc&acles with which the people 
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ufed to be entertained. Tournaments alfo wcre 
inftituted, in which Lorenzo carried away the prize 
from all others. But as foon as thcfe entertain-
ments were over, the cicizens returned to their 
former machinations with moreardour than ever : 
from whence arofe great troubles and divifions, 
which were much inflamed by the expiración of 
the balia, and thedeath oí Francis Sforza, duke 
of Milán. Galeazzo, the new duke, fent am-
baiTadors to Florence, to confirm the treaty of al-
liance that had been concluded between his father 
and the republic ; one anide of which was, that 
the Fiorentines fhould pay that prince a certain 
yearly fubfidy. The principal of Peter's enemies 
took the opportunity which this demand furnifhed, 
of publicly oppofing him in council, and refufed 
to comply with it. We may pafs over the long, 
though entertaining account, of the commotions, 
intrigues, and civil war between one party, whofe 
objed was the ruin of Peter and che Medici fa-
mily, both in their prívate affairs and in their 
pubiic influence; and the other, who exerted thenv 
felves for their prefervation. The laft prevailed, 
and the other was banifhed and confifcated. Some 
of thefe fied to Venice, and harangued the fenate 
of that republic into a war againft Florence and 
the Medici; but this war was unfuccefsful, peace 
was foon made, and the Florentine exiles, deprived 
of ail hopes of ever returning to their country, 
difperfed into different places. TranquiUity 
abroad fucceeded ; but now the Fiorentines were 
grievoufly harafled and oppreífed at home by the 
tyranny and ambition of their fellow-citizens; for 
Peter was fo difabled by his infirmities, that he 
had it not in his power to curb the infolence of 
his ovvn partilans, or provide any remedy : he 
íenc, however, for the principal of them, and 
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fharply reprimanded them. It ¡s generally be-
üeved thar, if he had lived, he would have re-
called the exiles, to bridle the tyranny and rapa-
city of his own friends : but deathj in the fifty-
third year of his age, put an end to thefe good 
defigns. He left two fons, Lorenzo and Giuliano, 
both very promifing. 

Sodorini was at this time the moff. confiderable 
among the leading men oí the ftate; and for his 
prudence and authority, in great reputation, noc 
only in Florence, but with ail the princes of Italy: 
ib that after the death of Peter he had the higheft 
rcverence and refpeft fhewn him by all the citi-
zens, who daily reforted in great numbers to his 
houfe; and feveral ítates and princes addrefled 
their letters to him, as head of the commonwealth. 
But as he was a wife man, and had thoroughly ba-
lanced his own fortune, and the circumftances of 
his family, with thofe of the Medici, he modeftly 
declined returning any anfwer to thofe letters; and 
gave his fellow-citizens to underftand, that it was 
not to him, but the Medici, that they ought to 
pay their court. He afTembled the heads of all 
the chief families in the city, and prefented to 
them Lorenzo and Giuliano, and faid, that if they 
were defirous to live in peace and unión at home, 
and fecure from foreign ¡nvafions, it was neceffary 
to continué their obfervance to the houfe of Me­
dici, and fupport thofe young gentlemen in the 
authority which their anceftors had enjoyed : that 
it was but natural to fhew the fame regard to the 
family which they had fo long been ufed to do, 
and therefore it muft rather be a pleafure than a 
grievance to them; for if mankind were apt to 
be fond of novelties, they were, for the moft part, 
as foon difgufted with them; that it had been 
found much more eaíy to maintain one in power, 
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whofe enemies were in a mánner extinguiflied by 
time, than to raife another which muir, unavoid-
ably be fubjedt to new emulations, and fpeedy ruin, 
from many caufes and unforefeen accidents. Lo­
renzo too, though very young, made a fpeech 
with much gravity and modefty; the citizens, 
before the affembly broke up, íblemnly engaged 
to be guardians of their youth, and they, on the 
other hand, as folemnly promifed to reverence 
them at all times as their protefrors and parents. 
After which, Lorenzo and Giuliano were looked 
upon as the heads of the republie, and putting 
themfelves under the guidance and direftion of 
Sodorini, the ftate feemed to be perfeétly com-
pofed, neither diftra&ed by inteftine difeords, ñor 
embroiled in foreign wars. But Bernardo degli 
Nardi foon found means to excite the ruined fa-
milies, who had been exiled at the fall of Lucca 
Pitti, to kindle another war, which was extinguiíh-
ed only by the deftruétion of the town of Prato. 
After this infurrecYion, which was fuddenly 
raifed, and foon fuppreffed, the citizens of FIo-
rence began to fink into luxury and effeminacy. 
The youth growing more diíTolute than ever they 
had been before, and having nothing elfe to do, 
threw away their time and eftates in drefs, in feaft-
ing, in gaming, in women, and other fuch diífi-
pations. Their whole ftudy and emulation was 
to furpafs each other in fine cloaths. 

A new war broke out on occafion of a mine of 
alum difeovered at Volterra. Sodorini thought a 
" lean peace better than a fat war;" but Lorenzo, 
thinking this a favourable opportunity of diftin-
guiíhing himfelf, and being fupported in his opi­
nión by thofe who envied the authority of Sodo­
rini, his opinión prevailed, and Volterra was 
reduced. 
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In 1476 happened the afTaffination of Galeazzo, I476. 
duke of Milán, and the deftruction of the aflaffins, 
who, as ufual in fuch cafes, were left unfupported, 
both by the nobility and the multitude wno had, 
at firft encouraged them. Such examples ought 
to be warnings to princes, to reign in fuch a 
manner as to make themfelves honoured and be-
loved by their fubjeéts: and to others, againft 
trufting to nobles or the multitude, except in a 
very good caufe; for though thefe may be dif-
contented to the laft degree, they will feldom ftif. 
a fbot to their affiftance in diftreís or danger. 

After the Medici had gained fuch an aicendant, 
by the defeat of their enemies, in 1466, they, 
grcw ib powerful, that they in a manner engrofled -
the government of the republic wholly to diem-
felves; and their power was fo great, that fuch as 
were difaffefted to their adminiftration were either 
obliged to fubmit to it with patience, or endea-
vour to lhake ofF the yoke, by clandeftine machi-
nations and confpiracies; which being attended 
with great difHculties and dangers, for the moft 
part end in the ruin of the confpirators, and 
only ferve to aggrandize and ftrengthen thofe ftill 
more againft whom they are formed. Italy was; 
divided into two confederacies ; the pope and the 
king of Naples were on one fide; the Venetians, 
the duke of Milán, and the Florentines, on the 
other. When Philip de Medici, archbilhop of 
Pifa, died, the pope appointed an enemy of the 
family of Medici (Salviaci) to fucceed him. The 
fignóri refufed to give him polTeffion of the fee. 
The Medici were difcountenanced upon all occa-
fions at the court of Rome, while the greateft 
refpeft and partiality were íhewn there to the 
Pazzi, a family indeed which at that time was 

one 



ftorentt. 

one of the richeft and moft powerful in Florence: 
Cofimo, confidering tbeir opulence and quality, 
had married his grand-daughter Bianca to Gug-
lielmo de Pazzi, in hopes of uniting the two 
families more ftri&ly, and preventing all jealou-
fies and emulation betwixt them by fuch an alli-
ance. But fo vain and failacious are all human 
defigns, the event proved quite contrary, for 
fome of Lorenzo's friends having infinuated to 
hlm that it would be dangerous to him, and a 
diminution of his own authority, to throw any 
more power into the hands oí that family, he 
would not fuffer Giacopo, ñor any of his brothers 
or nephews, to enjoy fuch honours and offices as 
they feemed to deferve in common with their 
fellow citizens. The Pazzi, therefore, were fo 
exafperated at this ufage, that the Medici began 
to be afraid of them, and'the apprehenfions of 
the one feemed to increafe in proportion to the 
refentment of the other; for in all competitions 
for places of honour and profit, the Pazzi, how 
much foever they might be favoured by the fuf-
frages of the people, were always fure to be fet 
afide and rejefted by the magiftracy. The Pazzi, 
therefore, thinking it intolerable that people of 
their rank and fortune íhould be treated in that in-
jurious manner, began to medícate revenge. He 
accordingly concerted a confpiracy with many 
other perfons, and attempted to afiafiinate both the 
Medici at church. Giuliano was murdered with 
fuch círcumftances of perfidy as would difgracc 
the mofr. infamous caufe, much more a caufedig-
nified with the ñame of liberty. Lorenzo defended 
himfelf with great bravery, and efcaped with a 
flight wound. The iníurgents rodé about the 
town,and cried, Liberty'. Liberty! andcalledupon 
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the people to join them. But fuch was the in-
fluence of the Medici, and fo much were they 
beloved, on account of their liberality and other 
princely qualities, that the reft of their fellow-
citizens did not defire to fee any change of govern-
ment. The whole city was raifed, and Lorenzo 
fáfely condufted by a great number of armed men 
to his own houfe: the palace was recovered by the 
people, and all thofe who had feized upon it either 
taken or killed; the ftreets relbunded with fhouts of 
Longlive the Medici! while thelimbsofthecon-
fpírators who had been killed, were either carried 
upon halberts, or dragged round the city j every 
one endeavouring to lhew his refentment, both in 
words and actions, againft the Pazzi: for they not 
only plundered their houfes, but hurried Fran-
cifco out of his bed to the palace, and there hung 
him up, clofe by the archbilhop and his aiTociates. 
So great was the favour and intereft which the 
family of the Medici had gained among the peo­
ple, by their prudence and liberality, that there 
was not a citizen of any degree whatfoever who 
did not go to Lorenzo, and make him an offer 
both of his perfon and fortune. Rinato, and 
Giacono de Pazzi, were both apprehended, con-
demned, and executed, with fo many others, that 
the ftreets and highways were full of their limbs. 
None of them were much lamented, except Rina­
to, who had always been efteemed a prudent man, 
and void of that family pride which was laid to 
the charge of all the reft. Áfter the confpiracy was 
fuppreíTed, and the authors of it puniíhed, the 
funeral of Giuliano was folemnized with greac 
pomp, and attended by all the citizens. He: 
ieft one fon, born fome months after his dearh, 
and named Giulio, who was afterwards pope Cle-
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rrtertt the Seventh. The pope and the king ot 
Naples, when they were difappointed of bringing 
about a change of government in Florence, by 
under-hand machinatións.now refolved to attempc 
it by open war: but the good fortune of the 
family, Lorenzo's addreft, and the fteady attach-
ment of the Florentines tó him, carried therrí 
fafcly through this danger too. After the quar-
rels among the more confiderable ftates were corrw 
pofed, there happened many other difturbances 
for the couríe of íeveral years, in Romagrta, La 
Marca d'Ancona¿ and Siena; they were more 
frequent in Siena than any whére elle, after the 
departure of the duke of Calabria, in 1488; but 
after many changes and revolutions theré, iri 
which fometimes the commonalty and fometimes 
the nobility prevailed, the nobility at laft effec-
tually fuppreffifig the other party, Pandolpho and 
GiacopoPetruccio,one of whom was in the higheft 
repute for his wifdom, and the other for his 
valour, became in a manner princes of that city< 
As for the Florentines, they lived very happily, 
and in perfeát tranquillity, from the end of the 
war till the death of Lorenzo, in 1492. For Lo­
renzo, having eftabliíhed a general peace through-
out Italy by his great wifdom and prudence, had 
began to turn his thoughts entirely to the aggran-
dizement of the republic, and the care of hisownl 
family. In the firft place he married his eldeft fon 
Peter to Alphonfina, daughter to Cavaliere Urfini, 
and procured a cardinal's hat for Giovanni his 
fecond ion, who was not quite thirtecn years of 
age when he was promoted to that dignity, of 
which there had been no example before; but he 
afcended by degrees through all the preferments 
of the church, till he was exalted to the pontifi-
cate, under the ñame of Leo the Tenth. His 
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third fon Giulano was but an infant. He alfo 
difpofed of his danghiers very tnuch to their 
advancage. In his mercanttle affairs he was racher 
unfortunate; for fuch was the extravagance of 
his factors, who lived more like princes than 
private men, that they had diflipared the greatsr 
part of his merchandize ; (o that he was often 
obliged to borrow large fums of the public. His 
chief deíire was to promote unión among the peo-
pie, and íupport the nobility in that degree of 
honour and refpeét that was duc to them. He 
íhewed greac favour to thofe who excelled in any 
art, and was a very liberal patrón to learned men. 
He was paííionately fond of poetry, mufic, and 
architeéture. He founded the univerfity of Pifa. 
Immediately after his death fuch fparks of difcord 
began to re-kindle, as íhortly broke out into a 
flame, and preyed upon the vitáis of Italy. 

Peter, the great grandfon of the firft Colimo, 
having entered into a league with France, Louis 
XII. wiihout the confent of the fignori, was 
ejefted by the Florentines, and retired to Venice; 
fo that the Florentines recovered and enjoyed 
their ancient überties till 1512, when Ferdinand, 
kingof Spain, reílored the family of Medici ,which 
was expelled again in 1529. In 1530 Charles V. 
feized upon Florence, and made Alexander de 
Medici, great-grandfon of Lorenzo, and who 
married his natural daughter Margaret, fovereign 
and duke of Florence. Alexander was murdered 
about feveu years after, and having left no children 
was fucceeded by his brother John, whofe fon 
Cofmo, was created grand-duke of Tufcany, by 
pope Pius V. in 1569. Voltaire fays, that the 
period while Florence was under the govcrnment 
of the Medici ought to be called the Medicean 
age, as the polite arts and fciences were then 
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carried ro the higheft degree of perfe&ion : thea 
it was that thofe great geniufes, Ariofto, Machia-
vel, Guicchiardini, Cardinal Bembo, Trifliano, 
Cafa, Bernini, Raphael, Michael Angelo, Titian, 
Paul Veronefe, and fo tnany others, adorned thc 
age, and rendered their ñames immortal. 

Machia ve Ps introducción to his feventh book, 
according to his cuftom, is full of grave reflec-
tions. " Thofe are much miftaken, who thihk 
** any republican government can continué long 
" united."—So are they who think that any def-
potical or monarchical government can continué 
lortg united ; and it is as eafy, and more fo, to 
form and preferve ihe unión of a republican as of 
a monarchical government. A conftitution formed. 
üpon the nature of man, and providing agakift 
his difeontented temper, inltead of trufting to 
what is not in him (,his nvoderation and content-
ment in povver) may preferve unión, harmony, 
and tranquillity, better than any defpocifm. 
Repubücs that truft the content of one affembly 
or twó affemblies áreas credulous, ignorant, and 
fervile, as nations that truft the moderatioh óf a 
fingle man. And it is as true of óne as the other, 
ubi folitudiném faciunt pacem appellann " Dif-
'* feí enees and divifions for the moft part are 
*' prejudicial to republics; and yet it is cer-
" tain there are fome that are of fervice to 
" them" The fame is true of defpotifms and 
monárchies. Divifions are hurtful for the moft 
part, yet fome are beneficial. " Thofe indeed 
" are hurtful that are attended with parties and 
•* factions; büt when that is not the cafe, they 
" tend to the benefit of the commonwealth. As 
" it is impoffible, therefore, for any legiílator or 
'* fouader of a republie entirely to prevent feuds 
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" and animofities in it, it ought to be his chief 
" care to provide againil tlieir growing up into 
" fadions." This is eafily done by diftin¿t and 
independent legiílative, executive, and judicial 
povvers, and by two counciis in the Jegiflature, 
Factíonsmay beinfinitely better managed in fuch 
a repnblic, than in a defpotifrn or monarchy.—" It 
" muft be confidered then, that there are two 
** roads to popularity in fuch ftates, the one 
" through public ftations, the other through pri-
" vate life. In the former it is acquired by gain-
" ing fome fignal viftory, by the prudent and 
" careful difcharge of an embafíy, or- by giving 
" wife and fuccelsful advice in council : in the 
" latter, by beneficence to one's fellow citizens, 
** by fereening them from the magiítrates, by 
" fupplying them with money, by promoting 
" them to honours and employments even when 
" they do not deferve them, by entertaining the 
" people with plays and fpeftacles, and diftri-
cí buting largeifes among them. This manner of 
" proceeding procures followers and partifans : 
" and as popularity thus obtained is dangerou» 
" to the ftate, becaufe it is commonly applied to 
" ferve privare and felf-interefted views; fo the 
" reputation that is acquired the other way is of 
" credir and advantage to it, when not made a 
" tool to party and fadtion, becaufe it conduces 
" to the good of the whole. And though emu-
" lation and envy will always fpring up even 
" among citizens of the latter foff, yet, as they 
" have no partifans that follow them for their 
'.,' own privare ends, they cannot hurt the com^ 
" monwealth; on the contrary, they muftof ne-
" ceífity be of fervice to it, for this very emula-
*' tion will naturally excite their utmoft endeavours 
" to excel each other in their merits towards their 

J a ' r countrj', 



130 Fkrence. 
u country, and make them ktep fo Jlrift a tvatch 
" over one another's aciions, that none of themwill 
" have it in their pozver to tranfgrefs tbe bounds 
" °f g°°J citizens. But the divifions in Florence 
" conltantly ended in fadions, and therefore were 
" ahvays pemicious to the republic ; nor did any 
*' one of thofe fa&ions continué united any longer 
" than it had fubdued the adverfe party; for 
" when once that was done, and confequently alt 
" fear and reftraint were at an end, it immediately 
" fubdivided, and fplit itfclf into others."—In 
tnith, it is impoffible that divifions, in any form 
of íirnple government, íhould ever end in the 
public good, or in any thing but faftion. The 
government itfelf is a faéhon and an abfolute 
power in a party, which being without fear and 
reftraint, is as giddy in one of thefe forms as in 
any other. " De l'abfolu pouvoir, vous ignorez 
l'yvrefs." It muft therefore divide, if it is not 
reftrained by another faétion; when that is the 
cafe, as íbon as the other faétion prevails they 
divide, and fo on : but when the three natural 
orders in focicty, the high, the middle, and the 
low, are all reprefented in the government, and 
conÜitutionaüy placed to watch each other, and 
reftrain each other mutually by the laws, it is 
then only that an emulation takes place for the 
public good, and divifions turn to the advantage 
ot the nation. 

Cofimo's party got the upper hand in Florence 
1434. in the year 1434; but as there were ftill many 

very powerful men left on the fide that was de-
pretíed, they yet ñood in fome awe of them, and 
therefore thought proper, not only to continué 
united, but to behave themfelves vvith modera-
tion; nor were they guilty of any mifconduét or 
oppreífive a& of confequence enough to draw 
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upon fhem the hatred of the people; fo that 
whenever they had occafion for rhe fuffrages of 
their fellow-citizens to renew their authority, 
they always found them rcady to re-eftabliíh the 
chiefs pi their party in any office they defired: 
accordingly, from 1434 to 1455, a period of 
twenty-one years, they vvere ílx times appointed 
by the general council to fill the balia. There 
were in thefe times two very powerful citizens in 
Florence, Cofimo and Neri; the latter of whom Colimo, 
had acquired his reputación in the pnblic way, Neri. 
fo that he had many friends, but few foliowers and 
partifans. Cofimo, on the other hand, having 
gained his authority both by his public and prí­
vate bebaviour, had not only many friends, but 
partifans and dependents alfo; and thefe two con-
tinuing ftriétly united, never found any difficulty 
in obtaining whatfoever they alked from the peo­
ple, as their power was founded upon the favour 
of the public. But Neri dying in the year 1455, 
and the adverfe faétion being utterly fiípprefled, 
this adminiftration met with much oppofition be-
fore they recovered their former authority ; and 
chiefly from Colimo's friends, who being now 
grown very powerful in the ftate themfelves, and 
freed from all further apprehenfions of their ene-
mies, were likewife defirous to lower his popula-
rity. This jealoufy gave beginning to the troubles 
that broke out in the year 1446 ; for thofe who 1446. 
were then the leading men advifed their fellow-
citizens, when they were aíTembled in the general 
councü, to take the ftate of the commonwealth 
into confideration, not to créate any more balias, 
but to refume the imborfations, and to choofe 
their magiftrates by lot out of the purfes that had 
been formerly filled- To cure them of this phren-
zy, Cofimo had no other remedy, but either to 
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feíze forcibly upon the government, by the aílift-
ance of fuch partifans as (lili adhered to him, and 
to cruíh all oppofmon at once; or to let things 
take théir courfe, and wait till time íhould con-
vince his friends that they were labouring only 
to deílroy their own power and reputation, and 
not his. He chofe the latter expedient; for he 
knew he íhould run no rifque in that, as the purfes 
were filled with the ñames of fuch as were vvell 
affeded to him, and that he might confequently 
take the adminiftration into his hands again when-
ever he pleafed. He fuffered tliem therefore to 
proceed to an imborlation; but when the new ma-
giítracy vvas drawn, and every one thought they 
had now fully recovered their former liberties, the 
magittrates began to a£t in their refpeéHve depart-
ments, not according to the dictates and direétions 
of thofe leaderSj but as they thought fit them-
felves ; fo that fometimes the friend of one great 
man, fometimes the creature of another, met 
with an unexpecled rebuff; and thofe who before 
ufed to fee their houfes filled with prefents and 
folicitors, now had neither fubftance fuíficient to 
live upon, ñor even common fervants to attend 
them. They ükewife had the mortification to lee 
themfelves reduced to a leVel with fuch as they 
had ufed to look down upon with the higheftcon-
tempt and difdain ; and thofe who before were 
their equals, now fuddenly advanced far above 
them. They had neither honour ñor refpecr. 
íhewn them by any one; on the contrary, they 
were infulted and abufed wherever they went; and 
every body made fofree with their privaie charac-
ters, and public conduce, that they foon began to 
be aware that it was not Cofimo, but themfelves 
that had loíl their authority. Cofimo, in the 
mean time, took little or no notice of thefe 
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things; but when any thing was deliberated upon 
that he rhoúght would be agreeable to the people, 
he was the firft that promoted the execution of it. 
But what ftruck the greateft terror into thefe 
grandees, and gave Colimo a fair opportunity of 
making them repent of their paft behaviour, was 
the renewal of thecatafto, that took place in 1427, 
by which the taxes were regulated and propor-
tioned by lavv, and not levied according to the 
caprice or pleafure of particular men. This law 
therefore being revived, and officers appointed to 
fee it executed, the grandees having had a con-
fultation together, went to wait npon Colimo, 
and intreated him to ufe his endeavours to deli-
ver both them and himfelf out of the hands of the 
plebeians, and to new-model the government ia 
fuch a manner, that they might retrieve the repu-
tation which formerly had made him fo powerful, 
and them fo much refpeéted ; to which Colimo 
made anfwer, " that he would do what lay in his 
power for that purpofe with all his heart, provid-
ed it could be brought about legally and quietly, 
and with the good-will and approbation of the 
people; but that he never would confent to vio-
lent meafures, orufing forcé of any kind." They 
then endeavoured to get a law pafled in the conn-
cils for a new balia; but finding it would not go 
down, they returned to Colimo, and befoughs 
him in the humbleft manner, that he would make 
ufe of his intereft to get it pafled: but with this 
Colimo peremptorily refufed to comply, being 
determined to make them fully fenfible of their 
error. Upon which Donato Cocchi, who was the 
gonfalonier of juftice, refolved to fet up a balia 
without his concurrence : but Colimo raifed fuch 
a fpirit among the reft of the magiftrates, that 

I 4 they 



Florence. 

they not only oppofed hira with the utmóíl vebe-
mence, but laughed at him, and treated him wiih 
fo much fcorn and deriiion, tliat it drove him 
ftark mad, and he was carried back to his own 
houfe raging and frantic. Luca Pitti,* a bold 
and refolute man, being now made gonfalonier of 
juílice, Cofimo refolved to leave the management 
to him; fo that if any mifcarriage fhould happen, 
or any odium be incurred, it might be thrown 
upon the gonfalonier, and not upon him. Luca 
was very importúnate with the people toappoint a 
balia; but perceiving it was to no purpofe, he not 
only treated thofe who were members of the coun-
cils with great infolence, but threatened them, 
and foon after put his threats in execution: for 
having filled the palace with anned men, in 1453 
he called the people together in the piazza, and 
there compelled them, by forcé of arms,^ to do 
that which they would not fo mucb as hear of 
before. After they had thus refumed the govern-
ment, they created a balia; and the new magif-
trates, at the inftigation of a few particular perfons, 
who advifed them to ftipport an authorky with 
terror which they had ufurped by forcé, began 
theír adminiftration with fending Givolamo Ma-
chiavelli and fome others into exile, and depriving 
many more of their honours and employments. 

' * Ltica Pitti, tenuto nomo animoíb, et molto piü audace, 
che favio, o prudente. Nerli, p . 48. 

X Pero avendo Luca Pitti giá confumato il primo mefe 
dei fuo niagiftrato, non lafcio paffare, molti giorni del fe-
condo che avendo difpofto i fignori fuoicompagni, et prov-
vifto il palazzo d'arme, e di forze, e Colimo, e gli altri della 
parte eflendofi proweduti, e armati in favore de' fignori, 
fecero chiarnaTe il popólo in piazza e fi venne al parlamento 
fecondo il coíhime folito mediante il quale fi creó una nuova 
balia, e fi riíbinfe in quello lo flato, ordinandofi nuoTe imbor-
fazioni, ice. Nerli, p. 49. 
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Guicchiardin begins his hiftory of the wars in 
Italy, where Machiavel condueles that of Elo-
rence, viz. with the death of Lorenzo de Medid 
in April 1492, the farne year that the fagacity, 14.92. 
fortitude, and good fortune, of that ever memo­
rable native of Cogureuo, a viüage near Genoa, 
Chriftopher Columbas, of plebeian birth, bút 
of noble genius, in the fervice of Ferdinand and 
Ifabella of Spain,* laid the firftfoundation of the 
conftitutions of the United States of America. 
The death of Lorenzo was a {£\ere misfortune 
to his country, vvhich hád flourifhed, under the 
influence of his prudence, repntation, and genius, 
in all the bleííings and embelliíhments of a long 
and fecure peace; and very inconvenient to all 
Italy, who regarded him as a principal counter-
balance to Ferdinand of Naples, and Sforza of 
Milán, princes as ambitious as they were power-
ful. Peter the Second, the eldeft of his three 
fons, who íucceeded him without contradicción, 
was not qualified by experience or abilities for (o 
important a ftation. Deviating early from thé 
councils of his father, and without confuking the 
principal citizens, he was wholly direded by Or-
fini, a relation both by bis mother aod his wife, 
but a dependen: of Ferdinand. This new con-
nedion, ib prudently avoided by his father, ex-
cited the jealoufy of Sforza, and was the fource 
of all the enfuing evils. Without reciting the 
particulars of his vanity, raíhnefs, and impru-
dence, efpecially a fooliíh treaty with France, 
which he made, without confulting the magiftrates, 

* Muratori, Annals. tom. ix. p. 367, atino (492. 
Guicchiardin, lib. 6. Americus Vefpucius, who began his 

voyages in 1497, the two firft of which he made by order of 
Ferdinand of Caftile, and the two laft by order of Emanud 
of Portugal, was a native of Florence. 
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on thc ninth of November 1494, as he was 
going into the palace, Nerli, a youth of noble 
birth and great weakh, at the head of fomeothers 
of the magiftracy, ítood armed at the gates,* and 
forbid him to enter. The populace, as foon as the 
rtport of this infiirreclion fpread in the town, in-
ífantly took arms. Peter, deftiuue of courage as 
well as advice, returned to his own houfe, where 
he was informed that the magiftrates had declared 
him a rebel; upon which he fíed with precipita-
tion to Bologna, and was followed by his two 
brothers, Giovanni the cardinal, and Gmíiano, 
who were likewife attainted. Thus, through the 
raíhnefs and levity of a ihocrghtlefs youth, the 
family of rhe Medid fcll, for the prefent, from a 
ibvereign power which they had exercifed for íixty 
years. From Bologna they went to Venice. After 
íbme time the king, their ally, obtained a revería! 
of Peter's attainder, and that of his two brothers, 
and a reftitution of their effects, on condition that 
Peter fhould not approach within an hundred 
miles of the borders of the republic, which was 
defigned to prevent him from fettling in Rome; 
ñor his brothers within an hundred of the city. 
After the exile of Peter and his brothers, the city 
of Florence attempted once more to reform its 
government ;\ but, fays Nerli, thecitizens who 
ougbt to have reformed the ftate, fell into the fame 
error with all who had preceded them in íimilar 
enterprizes, and founded the new government, as 
others had done whofe fteps they followed, upon 
parties and civil fadtions, as may be feen in the 
whole hiftory of Florence, and for the benefit and 

* Nerli, p. 62. Muratori, Annal. tom. ix. p. 374, anno 
1494. Fu egli dichkrato co'fratelli ribello, pofta tagua con-
tro le loro perfbne, e pofcia meflb a facco il ricchillimo loro 
paiagio. 

t Nerli, p.63. 
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convenience of che fuperior party and more pow-
erful fa&ions, and not at a!i for the benefic of tbe 
generality, or the univerfal good ; and therefure 
k was irapoffible that a pacific and quict republic 
íhould íucceed, or a durable government be eíla-
bliihed. They created, however, according to the 
aaciert caftom of the ciry, and by way of a par-
liament, always a lcene of violence, and incon-
fiftent with all civil modefty, twer.ty Accoppiatori, Accoppi-
or affociates, with authority to imborfe the fig- atori. 
nori from time to time, and to créate, with other 
reftlefs difturbers of the public peace, the prin­
cipal magiftrates ; and t: ey refolved, that Loren­
zo di Pierfrancefco di Medici, who then decla-
red himfelfone of the inhabitants, de popolani, 
though under age, fliould be one of the twenty ; 
and this was accompliíhed by their extraordinary 
reputation and influence, and thus he was made •' 
the head of the. new go ernment; and this whole 
revolution changed nothing but the head, and not 
at all the nature of the government. lt was in 
this convention, which Neri calis a parliament, 
that thole elegant fpeeches, which Guicchiardin* 
has preferved or compofed, one for Soderini, 
and the other for Vefpncci, are fuppofed to have 
been made : but ¡t is furprifing to lee, that nei-
ther orators fo eloquent and able, ñor an hiftorian 
who fo elegantly reports the debate, appear to 
have once thought of the natural and neceíTary 
remedy. One is for a government fimply popu­
lar, and the other for a form fimply ariftocratical ; 
but neither thinks of an equal mixture of the three 
forms, ñor even of the two, ñor does an idea 
occur of feparating the legiflative from the ex-
ecutive power. Soderini admits that, among all 

* GukAiardin, lib. ii. p. 41, Ven. 1574. 
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writers upon government, praifes have been more 
libcrally beftowed upon the adminiítration of a 
lingle prince, and upon that of a few of the beit 
citizens, than upon any popular government; 
but he thinks that thedefire of liberty is fo natural 
or habitual in that city, and the condición of the 
citizens fo proportioned to that equality which 
is the neceflary foundation of a popular govern-
ment, tbat this oughr, without all doubt, to be 
preferred to all others: he even thinks a queftion 
COÜM not be made of this, as in all their confu!-
tations it had ever been determined with univerfal 
confent, tbat the city fhould be governed in the 
ñame and by the authority of the people. But 
the diverfity of opinions arofe from this, that 
fome would cheerfuliy confent in the regulation of 
the convention to that form of a republie with 
which the city governed itfelf before her liberty 
was opprefled by the family of the Medici; others, 
among whom he reckons himfelf, judging a go­
vernment fo ordered tohave, in many things, rathec 
the ñame than the effeds of a popular govera-
ment, and terrified with the accidents which fre-
quently refult from fuch governments, delire a 
more perfecl form, which may preferve concord 
and fecurity to the citizens, bleffings which, nei-
therfrom reafon norexperience, can beexpefted in 
this city, if it is not under a government depen-
dent encirely on the power of the people, which 
muft however be well ordered by two fundamen­
tal regulations : the firft of which is, that all the 
magiftrates and officers, both in the city and all 
ks dominions, íhall be diíbibuted, from time to 
time, by an univerfal council of all thofe who, 
according to our laws, are qualified for a partici­
pación in government; witbout the approbation 
of which council new laws cannot bfcdeliberated; 
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thus, icnot being ¡a the power of prívate cirizens, 
nor of any particular conipiracy or intrigue, to 
diftribute dignities or authority, none will be ex-
cluded from them by the paffions or caprice of 
others, but they (hall be beílowed according to 
the virtues and merits of men: by confequence, 
every one rauft endeavour by his virtues, good 
manners, and by rendering himfelf agreeable both 
in public and prívate ufe, to open his way to 
honours; every one muft abfíain from vices and 
injuries to others, and, in one word, from allthofe 
things which are odíous in'a well-conftituted city-
It wíll not be in the power of any one, nor of a 
few, by new laws, or by the authority of a magif-
trate, to introduce another government, or to 
pretend to alter this, but by the refolution oí the 
univerfal council.—The fecond fundamental regu-
lation is this, that all the moft important delibe» 
rations, as thofe of peace and vvar, the examination 
of new laws, and generally all thofe things which 
are neceflary to the adminiílration of fuch a city 
and dominión, íhall be treated by magiftrates, 
particularly deftined to this fervice, in a fele¿t 
council of the moft experienced and prudent dri­
zeos, who fljall be deputed by the popular coun­
cil ; for as the knowledge of thefe affairs of fíate 
is not found in every underílanding, precautions 
Ihould be taken that the government may not fall 
into hands incapable of conduéting it; and cele-
rity and fecrecy, which are often indífpenfahle, 
cannot be confulted or preferved in the delibera-
tions of a multitude : nor is it neceflary for the 
maintenance of liberty, that fuch things ihould 
be treated by large numbers; for liberty remains 
fecure at all times when the diftribution of ma-
giftracies, and the deliberations on new laws, 
depend on univerfal confent.—Thefe two poínts 
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being fecurcd, the government will be truly po­
pular, the liberty of the city well founded, and 
a laudable and durable fonn of a republic efta-
blifhed. He then compares his proje¿t with the 

. plan of Venice, to which it has not however 
the fmalleft refemblance ; and proceeds : "Th is 
ciiy of ours has never enjoyed a government like 
this, and thercfore our public affairs have been 
conftantly cxpofed ro frequent mutaüons; at oue 
time trampled dovvn by the violence of tyranny ; 
it another, torn by the ambitious and avaricious 
diflénfions of the few ; now íhaken by the licen-
tious fury of the multitude : and ahhough cines' 
are buik for no ertd but the tranquiliity, fecurity, 
and happy life of the inhabitaots, the fruits of 
our government, our felicity, our repofe, have 
been the continual conüfcations of our eílates, the 
banifhments and the executions on the fcaffold of 
our miferable citizens." 

This is the fubftance of Soderini's oration, in 
which he is fully fenftble of the tyranny and 
flavery of altérnate faftions, and the confequent 
mifenes with which the hiíiory of Florence was 
fiiled : but inftead of propoling a rational remedy, 
he is for aggravating the ev¡l. The executive 
power, tlie appointment of officers, had been the 
cauic ofdilcord; he now only propofes to give 
thoie appointments to the multitude, inftead of a 
Tenate; to the univerful, inftead of the particular 
council: the only eífect of which would be, that 
more heads wouid be turned, and more paffions 
inflamed. 

Vefpud. The oration of Soderini was anfwered by Vef-
pkci, a famous lawyer, and a man of fingular 
genius and addrefs. ".lf," fays he, M a government, 
inftituted in the manner propofed by Soderini, 
moíl excellent citizens, would as eafily produce 
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fuch deiírable fruits, he would certainly difcover 
a moft corrupted charadter who fhould wifh for 
any Othef for a regulación of our country. He 
would be a moft pernicious citizen, who fhould 
not love, without referve, a forra of a republic, 
in which virtue, mérit, and the real valué of men, 
fhould be above all things acknowledged and 
honoured. But I confeís myfelf ignorant, how ii 
is poffible to hope that a regiment, placed abfo» 
lutely in the power of the people, can be produc-
tive of fuch mighty bleffings. I ara, on the con-
trary, moft afluredly conndent, that reafon teaches 
us, that experience demonftrates, and that the 
authority of the greateft iawgivers confirms, that in 
fo gfeat a multitude there can never be found fuch 
pnídence, fuch experience, and fuch order, that we 
may have room to proraife ourfelves that the 
wife will be preferred to the ignorant, the good 
to the evil, or men of experience to thofe who 
have never feen a public tranfadion. As frorn an 
incapable and uníkilful judge it is not poffible to 
hope for a fagacious fentence; fo from a people, 
imrnerfed in ignorance and involved in confufion, 
we cannot expeft, without a miracle, prudent de-
Jiberations or racional eleétions. Can we believe 
that a multitude, inexpert, uníkilful, compounded 
of fo great a variety of geniufes, conditions, and 
cuftoms, and wholly devoted to their prívate af-
fairs, can poffibly diftínguifh and know thofe 
intricate interefts and duries of the public, which 
men of the moft confummate wifdom, who are 
wholly inattentive to any other bulinefs, are often 
with great difficulty able to difcern ? Not to 
mention, that the unbounded efteem which every 
one entertains of himfelf, will ftimulate them all 
to become ambitious of honours: ñor will it 
ever be fatisfaftory to men in a popular govern-
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ment to enjoy the honeft fruits of libcrty, but 
all will afpire to the higheft rank, and be im-
patienc to intermeddle in all deliberations upon 
affairs of the moft importance and greateft diffi-
cnlty; for among us there ¡s lefs than in any 
other city in the world of that modefty, which 
yieldsthe precedence to bim who has more lcnow-
ledge or more nierit. Perfuading ourfelves as we 
do, that, in reafon and by right, we ought all of 
us to be eqnal in all things, the applaufe of virtue 
and merit, if left in the difpofition of the mul-
titude, will be confounded, and this ambición 
being diffufed through the majority, will defign-
edly beftow the moft power on the moft ignorant 
and the leaft mericorious, becaufe, being by much 
the moít numerous, they will have the moil in-
fluence in a ílate fo conftituted, that opinions' 
muft benumbered and notweighed. What cer-
tainty therefore can you have, that although thcy 
may be fatisfied vvith the form that you introduce 
at prefent, they will not prefently difarrange the 
inftitutions the moft vvifely concerted, by their 
novel invemions and imprudent laws, to which 
the wifeft citizens will not be able to refift ? Thefe 
fhings, at all times dangerous in fuch a govern-
ment, will be much more fo at prefent, becaufe 
it is the nature of mankind, when they fly from 
one extreme, in which they have been held by 
violence, to ruíh with greater violence, without 
ftopping at the mean, to the other extremity. 
Thus he who efcapes from a tyranny, if unre-
ftrained, precipitates himfelf into an unbridled 
licentioufnefs, which alfo may moft juílly be 
called a tyranny; for a people is exaétly like a 
tyrant, when they give to him who has no merit, 
when they take away from him who has much, 
whea they confound all gradations and diftinc-
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tions of perfons, and their tyranny is perhaps ib 
much the more peftiférous, as ignorance, which 
has no weights, ñor meafures, ñor laws, is more 
dangerous even than malignity, which may goverri 
itfelf by fome rule, reftrain itfelf by fome bridle, 
and fatisfy itfelf with, fome end. Has this city 
ever been under the abíblute government of the 
people, without becoming an inflant prey to dif-
cord, without being íhaken to its foundation, and 
without fuffering an immediate revolution in the 
ftate? Why are not ourliberties fecure under the 
government propofedin this parliament? All things 
are referred to the diípoíition of magiftrates, who 
are not perpetual, but are frequently changed; 
who are not elefted by a kwt but, having been 
ápproved by many, are appointed, according to 
the ancient ufage of the city, by Jot. How theri 
can they be appointed by faétions, or by the will 
of particular cuizens ? We íhall have a much 
greater celtainty, that affairs of the moft import-
ance will beexamined anddireéted by men of the 
moft wiídom, experiertce, and gravity, who will 
govern with more order, fecrecy, and maturity of 
judgment, than it is poílible fbr a people* who 
are incapable of fuch things, to poííefs: a people, 
who are often, when there is little occafion for it, 
moft extravagantly íplendid and expeníive, and 
oftener ftill, when there is the moft urgent necef-
fity, are fo penurious and niggardly, as to ruíh 
upon the greateft dangers and expences, for the 
fakeof faving the moft triflingfums." 

In truth, both thefe fpeeches, with all their 
eloquence, were thrown away. Soderini was for 
collecling all authprity into one center, the people; 
and Véfpqci into another, the fenate: neither dared 
propofe a feparation of the executive from both 
in a firft magiflrate: and without that, andadmit-
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ting both the fenate and peoplc to a íhare, there 
could be no peacc nor harmony in Florence. The 
queftion, however, was not decided by the Iogic 
or rhetoric of either: few of the citizens at-
tended the convention, and the vote would have 
been for the ariftocracy of Vefpuci, if another 
prator had not intervened. This was Savanarola 
the prophet, who deciared, that he had a divine 
revelation from heaven in favour of a popular 
government, and that Jefus Chrift íhould be 
chofen king of Florence,* againft his own expreis 
declarado n, that his kingdom was not of this 
world.—The twenty accoppiatori, who had no 
head to keep them united, and neceffarily fell into 
a variety of faéYions and divifions among them-
íélves, perceiving their difienfions, the other citi-
zens in general, and efpecially all thoíe of the 
greatcft reputation, who at the eleftion of the 
twenty had not been chofen of the number, began 
to take courage, and raife a cry againft them fbr 
their divifions, and the j - weakneís of their govern­
ment; and Savanarola deciared, that God had 
conftkuted him his ambaflador in Florence, with 
full power and exprefs orders to declare his will, 
that Chrift íhould be king, and that under him 
the city íhould be governed only by a fingle af-
fembly or popular council. Themultitudebeiieved 
him, and in 1495 the twenty were all obliged 
to refign, and give place to the greater council 
and popular government,i and a new palace was 
built for them, with fuch ardent enthufiafm, that 
it feemed to be true, as Savanarola deciared, that 
the angels had a&ed as mafons and archite&s, that 

• Nerli, p. 65. f Nerli, p. 64. 
t 11 configlio mag^ore, e il gorerao popolare. Nerlf 

p. 66. Che gli angioli in quell' opera s'eferitaffero inluogo 
4e Muratori, et operai, perche piu preño fufle finita. 
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theworkmightbethefoonerfiniíhed. Butthisnew 
government could no beuer agree than the ac-
coppiatori, and for the fame rcafon. The new 
great council, as well as thc whole city, foon di-
vided into three parties. The greateft and moft 
powerful was that which depended upon Fra. Gi-
ralamo, and was called che party of the Fratefchi, 
and confifted of thofe who moft defired to live 
freely, and ncarly of all thofc who were gratified 
with tbc latitude of the popular government. 
The fécond party wcre defirous of having the go­
vernment more reftrained, and in the hands of a 
fmaller number of the principal citizens; but 
were ftill defirous of liberty, and, as well as the 
Fratefchi, were in oppofition to the party of the 
Medici. The third party confifted of thofe 
*who wilhed for the return of the Medici; and 
the reftoration of the oíd government. The 
views, motives, and manceuvres of thefé three 
factions are particularly deícribed by Nfcrli, 
and their jealoufies, envies, ambition, and various 
fchemes to fupplant each other, in fo natural a 
manner, that ofte would think his hiftory written 
exprefsly to expofe the folly of a government in 
óne center, 

In 1495 the Florentines met with freíh and 1495-
dangerous troubles from other quarters, excited 
by the potentates of the league, who encouraged 
Peter to attempt his reftoration to Florence. Pe-
ter, üke all other exiles, ready to embrace every 
ofFer, imagined his own party powerful, and the 
new government odious, efpecially to the nobility; 
fo that he could not fail of luccefs: he made feve-
ral advantes, and excited fome exertions among 
his friends, but was difappointed of any efTectual 
affiftance, and at length gives up the enterpriíé. 
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1497. In 1497, the pope and Venetians conceived $ 
new projeét for feparating the Florentines from 
the French, the unhappy ftate of their city, in 
which there were fuch great divifions among the 
citizens, owing to the form of their government, 
giving encouragement to any power that wifhed to 
moleft them : for, fays Guicchiardin, in the firft 
inítitution of the popular authority in Florence, 
there had not been introduced a mixture of thofe 
temperaments, which, together with fecuring, by 
fuitable methods, the common liberty, might pre-
vent the republic from being thrown into confu­
fion by the ignorance and licentioufnefs of the 
roultitude. Forthis reafon, the citizens of better 
rank, meeting with lefs refpeel than their condi-
tion feemed to require, and the people on the 
óther hand jealous of their ambition, multitudes 
of mean capacities frequently aífifting at impor-
tant debates, and the fupreme magiftracy, to 
whom was referred the decifion of the moft diffi-
cult afFairs, being changed every two months, 
much confufion was occafioned in the government 
of the republic. To this muir, be added, the great 
authority of Savanarola, whoíe followers were 
more numerous than thofe of the contrary opi­
nión, and appeared to have much the greater 
lhare in the diftribution of places in the magif­
tracy, and of public honours -, by which means the 
city becoming manifettly divided, one party ftiil 
clallied with the other in all the public delibera-
tions, as it always happens in divided cities, when 
men care not how much ihey objiruñ the common good, 
for the fake ofhweñng the reputation of the adverfe 
party. Thelé diforders were the more dangerous, 
becaufe, befides the long vexations and great 
burchens borne by that city, there was that year 
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a very great fcarcity : whence it might be pre-
fumed, rhac the half-flarved populace were de-
íirous of a change. This unhappy difpofition 
gave hopes to Perer, who was befides incited by 
forne of the citizens. By fecret aififtance from 
the Venetians, and various ocher ways, he col-
lefted togecher a military forcé, and made an at-
temptjin 1497,upon Florence; but havingneither 
genius nor refources, he failed. His partiians, 
commitred a number of maflácres in fome of the 
neighbouring towns: but his plot was difcovered, 
and his principal friends in Florence, after full 
proof of the order and management of the con-
ipiracy, were convidted and fentenced to death. 
The relations o( the peribns condemned appealed 
to the grand council of the people, by virtue of 
a law that was made when the popular govern-
ment was eftablifhed. The other party, appre-
hending thac compaffion on the age and nobi-
lity, and number of the relations of the crimináis, 
might prevail on the affe&ions of the people, 
feveral members of the fupreme magiílracy were, 
by preffing importunities, and almoft by forcé and 
menaees, conftrained to confent, that, nocwith-
ftanding the interpofition of theappeal, execurion 
Ihould be done the fame night. Of what avail is 
law in fuch a government, for the protección of 
life, or fecurity of liberty! The moft zealous 
fticklers for this were the favourers of Savana-
rela, who was reproached for not difluading his 
followers from the violation of a law, which buc 
a few years before had been propofed by himíelf, 
as neceflary for the prefervation of liberty, But a 
dominant party, when there are but two, and 
no third power to balance them, is never lorig 
bound by any law, moráis, or decency, 

K3 The 



148 Flor ene e. 

1498. Thenextyear, 1498, Savanarola himfelf was 
' burnt, m>t for his enthufiaftic impoftures, but for 

preaching againft fhe corruptions of the court of 
Rome, under that helliíh monfter óf vice and 
cruelty, AlexandertheSixtíh, which would not have 
been remembered here, if politics and party, 
rather than piety, had not produced thís évent, 
as well as the affafíination of Francefco Valori, a 
nobleman of great influence, for being the chief 
patrón of Savanarola, and the caufe that the ap-
peal to the popular council had not been admitted. 
The paflions of party, their hatred and revenge, 
as well as their ambition, under iuch unbalanced 
governments, lay hold of any popular prejudice, 
and inoft frequently of reügious zeal, and the 
affiftanre of any means, even the friendíhip of an 
Alexander and a Borgia, to aid their gratification. 
But fcattering the aíhes of this martyr in the 
Arno did ñor, fays Nerli, quench the ñames of 
difeord, ñor heal the divifions of the city. The 
people remained in the fame díffenfions, every one 
quarrelling for his faétion as ufual;* and frefh 
difputes and diíTenfions arofe; firft, between Vi-
telli and the count Di Marciano; fecond, by 
reafbn of the difFerence between the king of France 
and the duke óf Milán } and third, on accountof 
eleétions and the magiftracies. 

X500. In 1500 Csefar Borgia,f having already fub-
jeéted a great part of Romagna, defirous of ex-
tending his dominions in Tufcany, and having 
good intelligence of the difpofition and divifions 

-* NerJi, p. 81. Refto il popólo noftro nellc medefim» 
diflenfioiii, e travagliato dalle fue foüte fette, comeli fufle 
prima. 

f NerJi, p. 88. Muratori, Annals, tom. x. p. 1. 
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in the city of Florencc, attempted to reftore the 
Medici, and was diverted from the enterprile by 
an embaffy and a round fum oí money. In 
1502 a rcbellion was excited in the city of Arez-
zo, which excited freih divifions in Florence, 
and produced new attempts to rcform the go-
vernment; firft, by giving a head to the greater 
council j and fecond, to conftitute a gonfalonier 
for lire: and Sodorini, who had no children, had 
great qualities, was moderately rich, of a family 
of great reputation, &c. and had rendered im-
portant fervices to the frate upon many occafions, 
was accordingly elefted. But he had no thoughts 
ofchanging the popular government any further, 
and was foon found to have too much moderation 
for fome of his friends. Rucellai, and Lorenzo 
di Pierfrancefco de Medid, and fome other citi-
zens, broke ofF from him, would not attend his 
feafts, and grew difcontented. 

1502. This year died the pope Alexander the 150a. 
Sixth, and Peter de Medici, who, with fome other 
noblemen, fbllowing the French camp after their 
defeat by the Spaniards at Gaeta, entered on 
board a bark which was laden with artillery, and 
was drowned at the mouth of the river, by the 
bark's finking under her burthen in a contrary 
wind. But thefe events, ib fortúnate in appear-
ance fbr Florence, could not fecure her tranquillity. 
The new gonfalonier for life had many páreles in 
fermentation againft him: thoíé who defired a 
more popular government, and that his office 
fhould only be annual, or for three months; thofe 
of his own party, who thought him not zealous 
enough to make the government more ariftocrati-
cal ; and thofe who wiíhed the reftoration of the 
Medici, and a government completely monarch i cal. 
.̂ 11 thefe various kinds of citizens were daily ob-
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ferving his conduc"t, criticifing his adminiftration, 
exaggerating his errors, and deilroying his repu­
taron and popularity. 

In 1505, Bartoiomeo d'Alviano invaded their 
country,* with a view to aífiíl the Medici, but 
he was routed and put to flight. From fo ¡great 
a viébory the citizens hoped for happinefs, quiet, 
and repofe; but the effe¿ts of it were quite the 
contrary, and increafed the fecret oppofition and 
"cabals of the difcontented citizens againft the 
gonfalQnier. Bentivoglio, ambitious to be made 
captain-general, and Giacomini, to increafe his. 
popularity, united in the delire of adding to the 
glory they had acquired in the late viétory the 
conqueft of Pifa. The projec"b of this enterprife 
occafioned great confufions in the city. The 
wifeft and beft men declared themfelves againft it, 
but fuch numbers were bent upon it, that the gon-
falonier, either blinded by the fame paffions arif-r 
ing from fuccefs, or to counteract his adverlaries, 
or confiding too much in Bentivoglio, fell in with 
it. Aft-r tedious difputes, angry accufations, 
and mutual reproaches in the city, the enterprife 
was reíblved in the great pouncil, with loud huzzas 
of the common people. A great expence was in-
cúrred in ampie preparations, but theend was as 
unfortunate as the wií^r citizens had predifted •, 

* Nerli, p. 95. Muratori, Annals, tom. x. p. »5, 26.—-
Erano i cittadini quafi tutti dichiarati a quale delle due parte 
piu aderiflero, o a quella del gonfaloniera, o a quella de* 
Salviati, di rnanierache nel fare de parentadi, o nel concederé 
per mezzo de' rnagifirati grazie, o benefizi» o nel favorir 
queflo, o queil' altro cittadino, che de'magifrrati avene bifog-
no, fi fcoprivano le paffioni, e gl' intereffi del gonfaloniere, c» 
de' Salviatí, ed in fomma veniva in gara, fe fi dovevano puré 
rirnutare, o di nuevo eleggere per infino a' tavolaccini del 
palazzo, e in ogni minirna cofa fi fcoprivano gl' intereffi delle, 
íetti- Nerli, lib. v. p. 99. 
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the two principal officers loft all the credir of their 
former fervices, and Sodorini, the gonfalonier, loft 
much of his repuration, more of the popular con-
fídence and affeétion; and in proportion as thefe 
fell, thofe who had oppofed the war rofe in the 
public efteem. The enemies of the gonfalonier 
increafed, and their oppofition, headed by the Sal-
viati, grew more aóuve and determined, and 
vveakened the government to fuch a degree, that 
it vvas unable to execute the rejblutions, when 
taken by fo fmall majorities, or to command the 
foldiers; or to elect the council, th». eight com-
miffaries of war, or ambafladors; or indeed re-
folve üpon any thing. The two parties could 
agree upon nothing, and all the citizens were ib 
decidedly declared partifans, either of the gonfa­
lonier, or of the Salviati, that they would not 
intermarry, or ever givea vote forany manto any 
office or public favour, who was not of their fíde, 

Caules enough of debate in the grand coun­
cil, and in the city, arofe from day to day. In 
1056, an ordinance fbr regulating the rnilitia iri I?5°* 
the country, and enrolling every man from fiíteer» 
to fifty years of age under captains and colours, 
for frequent exercife in the military art; the de-
mand of Alfonfina Orfini, the widow of Peter de 
Medid, of the reftitution of her dower, confif-
cated with the eftate of her huíband ; the mar-
riage of her daughfer Clarifla to Philip Strozzi; 
the refignation of the archbiíhop of Florence j 
the appointment of a fucceflbr j the war of Pifa : 
in 1508, the creation of commiflaries ; the con- 1508. 
ceffionofPifa to the king of France j—allocca-
íioned fuch ílruggles, as excited at laft a confpi-
racy againft the gonfalonier, in order to aflaffinate 
him, for the purpofe of introducing the reftora-
íion of the Medici. This plot was difcovered, 
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but the guiky perfons had fuch pañíes in the city, 
and the goníaSonier was become fb ur.popular, 
that the flighreft purtiíhment only could be in-
flifted. As in fuch a ftate of parties every 
meafure of government is oppofed, another con-
trovcrfy arofe about the contmuance of the truce 
with Siena, which was at laft agreed to upon the 
conceffion of Monrepulciano. Various new dif-
putes were now occafioned by the new council in 
Pifa. Finally, the city found that, amidft all the 
great tranfaftions in haly, by the divifions among 
the cit¡2ens( and their continual oppofitions to 
each other in every reafonable meafure, they had 
not only very ill ferved their ally the king, bot 
given great offence to the pope. 

In 1512 was the battle of Ravenna ; and after 
a long feries of wars, in which the emperor, the 
king of France, the king of Spain, the Swifs, the 
pope, the Venetians, and all other ftates in Italy 
had been concerned, a congrefs was held at Man-
toua in 1512. Giuliano de Medici, in his own 
ñame, and that of the cardinal, here folicited 
an enterprife againít the Florentines. A revoki-
tion he pretended might be eafily effefted in that 
ftate, through the divifions of the citizens, many 
of whom wilhed for the return of his family. By 
private intelligence, which he faid be maintained 
with feveral noble and powerful períbnages in the 
city, he thought a fudden attack might eafuy 
fucceed, and the confequence wouíd be, the taking 
the power of Florence out of the hands of one 
who depended on the king of France, and com-
mitting it to perfons who, injured and abufed by 
him, would acknowledge no alliance but that of 
the confederates. He was feconded, in the ñame 
of the pope, by Barnardo de Bibiena, afterwards 
cardinal, who had feeen educated in the family of 
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Medid. An offer was fecretly made to Sodorint, 
a lawyer, and brothcr of the gonfalonier, who 
was then ambaflador frorn Florence, that if the 
Florentines would comply with the ¿emand of á 
fum of money, the emperor and king of Arrasen 
íhould take them under their prote&ion. The 
ambaflador had no authority to conclude any 
agreemenr, and could only make his report tp 
the republic. It was believed, that if the Flo-
rentines had laid aíide their niggardly chafFcring 
about the price, they might have diverted the 
ftorm; but either through the careleflhcfs or 
the maügnity of men, the caufe of that city was 
abandoned, and it was refolved that the Spanifh 
army, attended by the cardinal and Giuliano de 
Medici, íhould march towards Florence, and that 
the cardinal, whom the pope in this expedition 
had deciared légate of Tufcany, íhould cali to his 
afliítance the foldiers of the church, and thofe of 
the neighbouring towns, whom he thought fit for 
his purpofe. The viceroy, at the head of the 
Spanifh army, was no fooner entered the Florentine 
dominions, than he was met by an ambaflador of 
the republie, to know wlut he required of them. 
The viceroy demanded, ¡n the ñame of all the 
confederates, that the gonfalonler íhould be de-
prived of his office, and that fuch a form of 
government íhould be eftabüfhed, as would not 
give occafion of umbrage to the allied powers, 
which could not be cffecíed without reítoring the 
cardinal and Giuliano de Medici to their country. 
—The government of Fiprence was in the greateft 
confternation, from the divifions among the citi-
zens, and the inclinations of multitudes to a change. 
A meflage arrived from the viceroy, that it was 
not the intention of the league to make any alte-
ration in the government or liberty of the city,. 
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but only to rcmove the gonfalonier from the ma-
giftracy, for the fecurity of Italy, and to reftore 
the Medici, not as hcads of the government, but 
as prívate perfons, to Uve under fubjection to the 
laws and to the magiftracy in all things. Various 
were the opinions in the city, according to the 
difference of men'sjudgements, paffions, and fears. 
The gonfalonier, in a long harangue to the great 
council,* offered either to refign his envied office, 
or defend it at the hazard of his Ufe, as they íhould 
determine. lf the Medici, fays he, have an in-
clination to live as private citizens, in due fub-
jedtion to the ordinances of the magiftrates and 
of your laws, their reftoration would be laudable ; 
but leí not any one imagine, that the government 
of the Medici will be exerciled in the fame manntr 
as before their expulfion. The farm and founda-
tion of things are changed : educated amongus, 
they were familiar as other citizens, and, poffeffed 
of vaft eftates in proportion to their high dignity, 
they laid the foundation of their greatnefs in the 
affecYions of the citizens; but now, bred up in 
irrange cuftoms, and having little infightinto our 
civil affairs, refenting their exile, very indigent, 
affronted by ib many families, confcious that the 
greater part of the people abhor tyranny, con-
Jirained by poverty and fufpicion, they will have 
no confideration for any citizen, but will engrofs 
the dirección of all affairs to themfelves, and 

* Face al popólo una orazione belliffima, che aque' tempi, 
e in quel cafo era molto a propofito, la quale, eflendo io 
aftlora in quel conliglio, udtl quando la fece, ed e anco molto 
elegantemente fcritta da Mefler Francefco Guicciardini nella 
fuá ftoria. Narró in qualla il gonfaloniere tutte le fuá azioni 
d,i dieci anni; dipoi offerfe sé, le faculta, e la propria vita 
per beneficio della citta, e per mantenere quel liberto governo, 
ed alia fine fi rimefle tutto in qucl popólo, che l'aveva pofto 
ja quel gradq. 
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eílabliíh their adminiftration on fear and forcé, not 
love and benevolence. The city will become like 
Bologna under the Bentiv.ogli, or like Siena and 
Perugia.—It was with wonderful unanimity re-
folved to confent to the return of the Medici as 
privare citizens, but to refufe the removal of the 
gonfalonier at the hazard of their lives and for­
tunes i and all hands were fet to work to prepare 
for war, and the defence of Prato. The vice-
roy laid Gege to Prato, took it by affault, which 
was followed by flight, íhrieks, violence, rapiñe, 
blood, and flaughter. This fad difafter produced 
a vaft change in the minds of the people at Flo-
rencej the gonfalonier repenting of his counfel, 
terrified, and deprived at once of all efteem and 
authority; others grew audacious: feveral young 
noblemen, with one of the family of Albizzi at 
their head, who had been in fecret correfpondence 
with the Medici, forced the gonfalonier out of 
the public palace, and the magiftrates were com-
pelled to depofe him.* He fled to Ragufa. 

Ambafladors 

* Tal fine ebbe il fupremo magiftrato di Piero Soderini 
efercitato daeííb nove anni, e dieci nieíi, e fe in tale ammi-
niílrazione, oltre a molte fue buone opere, avefle aggiunto 
quel che anche molto piü importava alia citta, e a lui, l'aver 
temitto piú contó, che non fece, di chi veramente l'aveva 
condotto in quel grado, giovava íbrfe piü aflai, che non 
fece, alia citta, a fuoi cittadini, a fe medefimo, ed alia fuá 
cafa, e farebbefi quel governo popolare forfe anche meglio 
mantenuto, come fi mantenne, ne primi ottoanni, chefi reíTe 
fenza capo alcuno dopo il 1494, che non fece poi in quei dieci, 
chelo retíe Piero Sodorini. Efequel fuogoverno di nove anni 
e dieci mefi fu, ed e ancora tanto lodato, n;cque da que! buono 
ordine, che fi tenne piü nello fplendere, e nelio liare meglio or-
dinata la citta, che in quelli primi otto anni non fi fece, e dal 
confiderarlo diü da quello, che pareva in apparenza, che da 
quello, che era in fatti, ed in lbmma il gonfaloniere noa 
feppe mai efler principe né cattivo, né buono, e credette 
troppo colla pazienza, godendo, come fi dice, il benefizio del 
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Ambaftadors were fent to the viceroy, with whóm, 
by means of the cardinal de Medici, they eafily 
made an accommodation. He infiftcd only oa 
the reftoration of his family and thcir adherents, 
as prívate citizens, with power to redeem, within a 
certain time, the confifcated eftates, indemnifying 
thofe to whom they had been transferred for the 
purchafe and improvements. The Fiorentincs 
were obliged to enter into the league, pay the 
cmperor forty thouiand ducats, the viceroy eighty 
thoufand for his army, and twenty thoufand for 
himfeíf. They made a league befides with the 
king of Arragon, under reciprocal obligations of 
afíitting each other. It is aftoniíhing that the 
Florentines fhould not yet be able to fee the caufes 
of their continual misfortunes, and the neceffity 
of different orders, and a balance in their confti-
tution. The citizens now applied themfelves to 
reform their government, to preferve their liberty, 
and the popular council, their all authority inone 
center, their right conftitution of a common-
Wealth. To this end they enactcd, that the gon-
falonier íhould no longer be elefted for life, but 
only for a year; that to the council of eighteen, 
which was changed every íix months, and by whofe 
authority the moft weighty affairs were determin-
ed, íhould be added, for life, all thofe who had 
diicharged the great offices of ftate at home or 
abroad, that the citizens of greateft quality might 
arways affift at their debates: at home, fuch as 
had been gonfáloniers of juftice, or of the number 
bf the ten of the balia, a magiftracy of great au-

ttempo, füperare time le diffitufta che fegli opponevano, e 
bon bene avverti, come debbono fere i principi lavi,e i buont 
capi, e governatori di república, che fempre, e ad ogni cofa 
la pazienza non giova, e che U tempo a iungo andaré pui 
arrecaure caü male» come bene. Nerli, p. 109» 110. 
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thority in that republic; of fuch as had ferved 
abroad, all who by eleftion of the council of 
cighty had been fent ambalTadors to princes, or 
had been commifíanes-general in war: in all other 
poincs the laws remained without alteración. Ri-
dolfi, a noble citizen, was elected gonfalonier for 
the firft year; the people, as ufual in troublefome 
times, not paying fo much regard to thole who 
wexe moft acceptable to them for popular atts, as 
to a perfon who by his grcat authority in the city, 
elpecially with the nobilíty, and by his own extra-
ordinary talents, was beíl capable of eftabliihing 
the tottering commonwealth. But things were 
now gone too far, and the enemies of public li-
berty were become too powerful: a íufpeóted 
army was in the country, and the moft audacious 
youth in the city were deíírous of oppreíling li-
berty. With them concurred in thoughts and 
deeds, though in words he pretended the contrary, 
the cardinal de Medid; for the reftoration of his 
family as prívate citizens could not have been 
thought from the beginning a reward worthy of 
lo grcat fatigues and dangers. But now he confi-
dered, that they muft be univerfally detefted by the 
people, from a fufpicion that they would be con-
tinually exciting confpiracies againft their liberty, 
and from the indignation conceived againft the 
fámily for condufting the Spaniíh army againft 
their country, and being the cauíe of the barbarous 
fackage of Prato. The cardinal was ftimulated 
too by thoíe who had before confpired with him, 
and had no honourable ftation in the new com­
monwealth. He therefbre obtained the coníénü 
of the viceroy, unexpeétedly entered Florence, 
and repaired to the houfes of the Medici with * 
number of Italian officers and foldiers, the magif-
tratcs not da*ing to forbíd their entrance, on ac-
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count of the neighbourhood of the Spaniíh army, 
The next day a great number of citizens being 
aíTembled in council in the palace, and Giuliano 
de Medid among the reft, the foídiers fuddenly 
forced the gate and ruíhing up ftairs, took pof-
feflion of the patece. The gonfalonier and the 
magiftrates were forced to fubmit to the will of a 
man, whofe arms were more powerful than their 
unarmed reverence, and at the motion of Giuli­
ano, called, by found of the bell, an affembly of 
the people in the fquare of the palace. Here 
thofe who met, finding thenifelves furrounded by 
armed foídiers, and the youth of the city in arms 
for the Medici, confented that fifty Citizens, no-
minated with the approbation of the cardinal de 
Medici, íhould be invefted with the whole fove-
reign power of the people, which the Florentines 
cali a balia. The government was reducéd to 
that form which fubfifted before 1494, á guard 
was ftationed at the palace, and the Medici re-
fumed their former grandeur, but governed more 
imperioufly, and with more abfolute authority 
than their father Peter had done. After this manner 
was the liberty of the Florentines opprelTed by 
arms, being reduced to this condition by the di-
vifions among the citizens. This was in 1512.-— 
In 1513, the pope Julius the Second died, and 
the cardinals in conclave unanimouQy ele£ted 
Giovanni cardinal. 

On the firft of September 1512, the new íig-
nori, without any gonfalonier or fupreme ma« 
giftrate, united with Giuliano de Medici, and the 
principal citizens of Florence, and efpecially with 
thofe who, having been in oppofition to Soderini, 
or being relations, or declared friends of the Me­
dici, were the moft in their confidence, to give 
orders for a new reformation of the city. It was 
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thereupón ordained, by an intrigue of the fignori, 
that a cabal of aboüt twenty cicizens fhould deter­
mine anlong themfelves the mode of reformatkm 
in the ftate; but even in this junto arofe many 
contefts, and various projeíts vvere propofed. 
There vvere among them fonae who, without con-
lid en ng the forcible manner in which the Medici 
had réturned, wifhed to re-eftabliíh the popular 
government, and maintain by all means the grand 
council, at leaft in part, in its authority, and in 
order to give the government a head, would con-
ftitute a gonfalonier for one year, or tvvo at moft ; 
and deíired farther, in order to give a greater per­
fección to the government, to make an addition of 
felecl citizens to the council of eighty, who fhould 
be, as a fenate of the beft men, for life, with a cer» 
tain authority and full power, and with certain 
particular orders and prefcribed forms; and of 
this opinión were the greater parr of thofe citizens 
who had been in oppoíiüon to Sodorini, not fo 
niuch from attachment to the Medici, as for other 
reafons. The Medici, and their moft avowed par-
tifans, and chiefly thofe who in their oppoíition to 
Sodorini had difeovered thcmfelves the moft averfe 
to the popular ftate, becaufe they did not think they 
could obtain pardon from the people, could fcarcely 
hope to live in freedom, and were fure to have 
no íhare in the government, would, for their greater 
fecurity, reftrain the ftate ro its ancient form, and 
reform it by a cónvention, not believing that they 
could accomplifti it in the ordinary way, as it had 
been reftrained in the houíe of Medici befare the 
year 1494. And after many accommodating ma-
nosuvres of Giuliano de Medici, by his great faci-
üty and kindnefs with thofe who deíired a large 
government, and to preferve the grand council, 
it was conciuded to pafs a law in this cabal, tor 
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the reformation of this government, and it wat 
accordingly propofed in the grand council, and 
received vvith great applaufe; for every body was 
fo difpirited, and fo terrified wich the thoughts of 
a convention of the people, which was much 
talked of, and greatly defired by thofe who wifhed 
to reftrain the ílate into an ariílocracy, that this 
new law of reform was highly reliíhed, as it leflened 
the authority both of the people and the grand 
council. By the new law it was ordained, that 
for the future the gonfalonier fhould be created by 
the grand council for one year, who fhould be 
difqualified from holding the office for five fub-
fequent years, and that all his conneélion fhould 
be excluded during his year from holding any of 
the greater magiftracies, fuch as thofe of the fig-
nori, the fixteen gonfaloniers of the companies of 
the people, and the twelve buonhomini: the 
chief magiftrate was alfo prohibited from holding 
any negociation or correfpondence vvith any other 
prince, republie, or lord, in or out of Italy ; 
from opening any letters addrefTed to the íignori 
or any other magiftrate, without the prefence of 
two thirds oí the fignori his companions; or even 
any letter addrefTed to him alone, without the 
prefence of two at leaft of the fignori, who, un-
der the pains of perjury, were obliged to fhew 
fuch letters to the other fignori, if they found 
any thing in fuch letters relative to the fíate or 
publie affairs. The ladies too, and families of 
the gonfaloniers, were prohibited from inhabiting 
the palace, and from fending any letters or mef-
fages to any officer or magiftrate abroad or at 
home; and the gonfalonier was aífigned for his 
•whole falary four hundred golden florins a year ; 
and as to the mode of eleéling the fenate, fur-
plufage, or optimates before mentioned, fuch dif-

pofition 



Guicchiardin and Nerli. 

pofition was made by tbis new law for the refor-
raation of the government, that for the future, at 
all adminiftrations, deliberations, and elections of 
magiftrates, ufuall/ made in the council of eighty, 
íhould intervene, during their lives, all the then 
prefent íignori, and all thofe citizens who at any 
time had been gonfaloniers of juftice, all thofe 
who had fat among the ten magiftrates for war, 
and all who at any time had been elected 
ambaífadors in the council of eighty to any 
prince or lord in or out of Italy ; and to provide 
for thofe families or focieties, in vvhich there were 
not men of any fuch defcription, it was provided 
by the law, that fuch families might claim as far 
as two members, if they had not the number of 
two, or if they had not one, with the ordinary 
qualifications, but no more; and that fuch fup-
plementary additions from the families íhould 
not amount to more than fifty in the whole, to 
be eleíted in the council of eightv. with its new 
addiuon, giving of thefe fifty a convenient pare 
to the lefler arts, according to the order at thac 
time in the city: and becaufe Giuliano de Medid, 
and fome of his declared friends, were incapable, 
either by minority ofUge, or by having in their 
families two or more who carne within the ordi­
nary rules, it was provided by the law (that they 
might not be excluded) that by a refolution of 
the fignori alone, eleven more, befides the fifty, 
might be elefted, eight of whom might be under 
the age preferibed of forty years. In this manner 
was the council of eighty, with its additíon, to be 
conftituted, and in it, from rime to time, were to 
be created the fignori, the ten magiftrates for war, 
and the eight for the guard, ia fuch manner as 
thofe magiftrates were wont to be elefted in the 
greater council, obferving the order of ele¿tions 
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in the quarters of ihe artsj and all the formS 
which had been obferved in elecfing fuch magif-
trates in the greater council. And to facilítate 
ítill further the public bufinefs, and to take away 
ftill moreeffe&uaUy, bothfrom the peopleand the 
great council, the opportunity and the power of 
difarranging the public councils by vvithholding 
fupplies of money, admoniíhed by many patt 
examples, the law provided, that füch provifions 
of money, and impofitions of taxes, for the pub­
lic occafions, íhould be pafled, in the firít place, in 
the council of eighty, with the addition, by two 
thirds of the black votes or balís, according to 
the forms of ballotting, and be concurred in the 
greater council by adivifion of one half of the 
black. votes, and one more. The law was pafled, 
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fame council, they proceeded to the ekétion of a 
new gonfalonier. At the firíl ballot there was no 
choice, but at the fecond Giovambatifta di Luigi 
Ridolfi was elefted, and, in the prefence of the 
council, took upon him, with the other ñgnori, the 
fupreme magiftracy.* 

Thisplan of reformation, however, had greatly 
terrified the partifans and Áoft declared friends of 

the 

* In qtiefto tempo, per ordine de' -vincítori, fu fetto men-
zione nel libro publico, chiamato il prioriña, del parlamento 
fotto, e* de' Medki reftituíti alia patria, a piede di quel 
priorato, ch'era entrato in ufficio a di primo di Settembre 
1512, effendo gonfaloniere di Giuftizia Giovambatifta Ri-
dolphi, neliqual prioriíta, fi notano tutti i fignori priori, che 
alia giornata fi fanno, et aggmnto á ció come la nobiltá & 

' era vindicata, e. ridotta in liberta, e riformato, e ílabilito 
il governo della citta, fecondo- la volonta de gli ottimati, e 
patrizii. La quale dkftinzione di nobilta, et ignobilta, con-
íeflb io ingenuamente non haver mai íaputo íare, ancora che 
io fia natp, et allevato nella medefima patria. Ma la lezzi-
»ne della prefenti memorie fará cogn»fcere colle fpefle nvuta-
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the Medici, as it appeared to them they íhould be 
in great danger, when an accommodation fhould 
be made with the league, and the Spaniíh army 
fliould be marched outof the dominions, of being 
again baniíhed from Florence, to their total ruin, 
that of the new conftitution, and the whole houfe 
of Medici; and in this apprehenfion they were well 
grounded, for akhough there was in the new plan an 
attempt at three natural branches, yet the executive 
power, and the power of the purfe, were both left in 
the hands of the ariftocracy, which would have 
inftantly produced a divifion both among nobles 
and people, and the deftru&ion of the houfe of 
Medici, as well asof the feeble popular branch of 
the conftitution. Here was the beft pofíible op-
portunity for introducing the moft perfect form, 
by giving the executive power to one of the Me­
dici, the power of the purfe to the people, and 
the legiflative power to both, together with the 
nobility : but either no man underftood the fub-
jeft, or too much ambition in the Medici, too 
much pridein the nobility, ortoo many prejudices 
in the people, or all three together, prevented 
it. The eleílion too of Rodolfj, who was thougln 
to be, as indeed he was, a fpirited aun, of a ce-

zioni d' animi, e di penfieri, e delle opere, quale fia ftata 
fempre la diverfita, ¿ la contrarieta de gli humori d' noltri 
cittadini. Condona cofa che ¡o hebbia veduto i figliuoli difi 
cordare da padri proprii, et i fratelli da i medefimi fratelli 
neli' az^ioni cü qttefta ftoita favola del mondo, fecondo che 
chiafeuno é ftato yinto, e traportato dall' empieto de' proprii 
appetitt. Nardi, lib. vi, p. a&6. 

Je n'ai pas pu comprende, j'amáis, ce que c'eft, que la 
nobjefie; Qu'e.ft ce que c'eft, que la nobleíTe ? faid one of 
the jk£ duchefle% in F ranee. Áh roadame, C'eft un droit divin, 
ía¡d|Hgen,tleman *a company. Oui, tout come la royante, 
tout de rneme, je vous comprend bien, replied the lady, 
who had too much fenfe to pique herfelf on. lier divinitfi, or 
to bsíieve a fyllable of the matter. 
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lebratcd houfe, moíl illuítrious parentage, and o£ 
great reputation, increafed the terror, elpecialiy 
as Ridolfi, in the dcHberations on the new reforma-
tion, had difcovered himfelf much in favotir of a 
popular lifc, and having been ordinarüy confpicu-
ous in the faétion of Fratefca, among whom he 
had been incorporated among the firft after Valori, 
and having always, in all times, conjunclures, and 
circumftances, favoured that party which was al­
ways in oppofition to the houfe of Medici, as ¡s 
manifeft to any one who has any knowledge of 
thofe times : whereupon many of the moft open 
f riends of the Medici, and thofe who moft dreaded 
a popular government, entered into clofeconcert 
with the cardinal de Medici, for the purpofe of 
correcling the errors which Giuliano his brotlwr, 
by his too great facility, had fuffered to ílide in. 
It was not difficult to difpofe the cardinal to this, 
as they found him, fince the late reformation, under 
the fame appreheníions, and in the fame difpofi-
tion with themfelves, neither himfelf, ñor Meíler 
Giulio, prior of Capua, his coufin, and a natural 
fon, who remained of that Giuliano who died in 
1478 by the confpiracyof Pazzi, judging it pof-
fible fecurely to continué in Florence, íf the go­
vernment remained in that manner in the hands 
of the people, and at the frce difcretion of the 
citizens : wherefore the cardinal carne fometimes 
into the city, for he had refided in Prato when the 
reformation of the fíate was made in Florence, and 
took lodgings in St. Antonio del Vifcovo, aplace 
near the city, wherehe was vifited by a multitude 
of the citizens, under various pretences. There, 
difcourfing with all concerning the conditjto of 
affairs as they happened, he began with ^reat 
addiefs to reprefent to fome, that it wasnecefíary 
to think of lome good method for fecuring the 
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(late and his houfc, dwelling only upon general 
obfervations, and not defcending to any particu-
lars with rhofe whom he believed to be de-
firous of a popular government, but wiih his 
more confidencial friends, and with thofe whom 
he knew to bedifeontented with the new regulados 
of the government; and, finally, he opened himfelf 
to a few, Ihewing the neceffity of a conventioa 
and a balia to a fmall number of citizens, in whom 
they could confide, who might contraét the ftate 
to the form in which it ftood before 1494, in the 
hands of the family of Medici. After theíe prac-
tices held at St. Antonio, the cardinal comes to 
Florence, refolved to cali a convention, and con­
trae! the ftate : then began thofe citizens, who 
may be called the blind, who had been fo oppo-
fed to Sodorini, to fee, when it was too late, and 
they had no longer power to provide a remedy, 
that danger now was at hand, which they had not 
bcen able to difeern at adiftance. 

Onthe lóthofSeptember, 1513, the convención 15:3. 
was afíembled, the Medici and their friends in 
arms. having feized the palace, which had been 
left withont a guard, becaufe Ridolfi, when he 
encered on his office of gonfalonier, either from a 
want of jealoufy of the Medici and che viceroy, 
who was yet wich his army at Prato, or for fome 
other reafon, not only had not armed the palace, 
as, in order to eftabjifh the new government, it was 
neceíTary to do, buí he had caufed it to be dif-
armed of the few guards which had been ftationed 
there by the magiftraces» after the privation and 
deparcure of Sodorini; wher,efore it was eafy for 
the Medici and their partifans to feize the palace. 
The fignori and the gonfaloniera and many other 
citizens, feeing the palace taken, and the abfoluw 
determinación of the Medici and their armed fol-
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lowers to contrad the ílate, and that they coutcf 
no longer fupport the popular government, agreed 
with Giuliano de Medid, who was in council, and 
had orders from the cardinal wbat to do. The 
people were accordingly callsd together in con-
vention, according to the ancient cuílom of their 
parliaments, in the piazza; the fignori mounted, 
the roftrum, and a balia was created, that is, a 
full power was givcn to fifty-five citizens for a 
ycar, with the faculty of prolonging it beyond. 
that period according to occurrences, for the con­
veniente and fupport of the ftate and the govern-
icent, and with the faculty moreover of aflbcía-
ting to themíelves in the balia fuch citizens as 
íhould be thought ufeful to the ftate. The firft 
thing refolved on was to add eleven members to 
their number, making in the whole hxty-fix, 
whofe ñames Nerli * has preferved. The nex.t 
thing was to make a treaty with the league, and 
to pay well to obtain the confent of the Spanifh 
army to march out of Prato and the Florentino 
domínions. An ambaffador was fent to accom-
pany the viceroy of Spain, and another, the locura 
tenens of Maximilian the emperor. A fírong 
guard was placed in the palace; Ridolfi renounced 
his office of gonfalonier; a!l the members of the 
family of Sodorini were taken up and difperfed 
about in different confinements. A plan was el-
tablifhed for the appointment of all cmcers, and 
the fum total of power was lodged in Giuliano de 
Medici, who, however, was to confult with the 
cardinal, with Mefler Giulio, with Lorenzo their 
nephew, the fon who remained of Peter de Loren­
zo de Medici : but when the new diftribution of 
offices took place, freíh diviíions and diflenfions 

* Nerli, p , i J 6, 117, 11S. 
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arofe, and fecret plots were difcovered, whofe ob-
jeét was nothing lefs than the afiaffination of all 
the Medici. Among the confpirators were 
raany powerful citizens. The chiefs of the party 
were beheaded, and the reft feverely punilhed. 
At length the pope, Julius the Second¿ dies, and 
the cardinals in conclave,* on the feventh day, 
unanimouíly ele&ed Giovanni cardinal de Medici, 
who aíTumed the ñame of Leo the Tenth, aged 1513; 
thirty-feven. This eleclion gave great fatisfa&ion 
to all Chriftendom; áll men expecting, from the 
recoileétion of his father's great merir, and from 
the fame of his own liberality, benevolence, cha-
tity, and irreprochable moráis (fo fays the hifto-
rian, but his aclíons difcover an ambition too 
powerful for his virtue) that Leo would prove an 
excellent pontifF, and, from the example of his 
ancettors, a lover of men of genius and learn-
ing. His firlt tranfaction was his coronation, 
which was performed with fo pompousan appear-
ance of his family, and all the prelates and nobleá 
from all parts, and fo great a concourfe of the 
Román people, that Rome had never feen fo proud 
a day fince the inundations of the barbarians : 
the ftandard of the chnrch was carried by Alfonzo; 
that of the religión of Rhodes by Giulio de Me­
did, all in armour, and mounted on a nohleconrfer, 
for he was by nature inclined to arms, though his 
deftiny drew him to the church. Sucli mag-
nificence confirmed the vulgar in their expec-
tations oí happinefs from this pontificate, which 
was likely to abound in liberality and fplendor, 
as the expences of that day amounted to an hun-
dred thoufand ducats: but men of better judge-
me-nts were of opinión, that fo much pomp neither 

* Guicchiardin, Hb. ix.—XerM, lib, vi. p. 124. 
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became a pope, ñor was fuitable to the times, 
which required more gravity, íimplicity, and mo-
deration. This exaltation of Giovanni occafioned 
great rejoicings in Florence,* for both the friends 
and enemies of the family vvere pleafed, though 
for difFerent reafons; the former from the hope of 
benefits and advantages, and the latter from the 
expeclation of fecurity, and the univerfal tranquil-
lity of the city, which they thought would fuc-
ceed. Thereremained, however, a fecret difcon-
tent in the hearts of the wife, as may vvell be 
imagined, who could forefee at a diftance, that fo 
much grandeur in one family, who for íixty years 
had held in their hands the fupreme authorit.y of 
the government, might in time be the means of 
their return, and enable them to reform the ftate 
from a republic to an abfolute principality. Upon 
this glorious occafion were liberated from the 
tower of Volterra, Valori, Folchi, N¡cholas Ma-
chiavel, andall theothers who, on account of the 
late confpiracy, had been hitherto imprifoned ; a 
confpiracy which, if no farther attempts had been 
made, and the two who had been beheaded could 
have been reftored to liíe, would now have been 
wholly forgotten. The Sodorini too were all fet 
at liberty, becaufe the cardinal of that family had 
concurred with bis vote in the creation of the 
pope. Cardinal Sodorini had been gained overto 
this election by a pramife of the liberation of his 
relations, and that Lorenzo di Piero de Medici 
fliould marry his niece, the da.ughter of his bro-
ther Giovanvetterio ; but this alliance never took 
effect, becayfethat Alfonfina, rooth.er of Lorenzo, 
would never confent to \t : to compenfate for 
which difappointment, the pope propofed tha,t the 

* Nerli, p. 124,. 
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Éardinal's niece íhould be married to Luigi Ridolfí, 
his nephew by a fifter, and the cardinal at firíl 
feemed fatisfied with the exchange, but ¡c after-
wards appeared that he took it very ill. A fplen-
did embalTy of twelve honourable and noble cití-
zens was now fent to the new pope from the city 
of Florence. In all this grandeur of the houfe, 
jn a few days appeared at Rome Giuliano, Lo­
renzo, and Giulio de Medid, to confuir with the 
pope concerning feveral of their aífairs, and the 
divifion of their greatnefs among them ; it was 
finally refolved, that Giuliano fnould remain at 
Rome, with the title of gonfalonier, and captain 
of the holy fee; and by means of an alliance 
which he made with a ladyofthe blood of Savoy, 
aunt of the king of France, he fecured to himfelf 
the duchy of Nemours, and thus he voluntarily 
gave up all pretenfians to the government of Flo­
rence. Lorenzo contented himfelf with the ítate 
of florence, and foon returned to govern it, in 
the fame manner and form as his father and his 
other anceílors had governed. Giulio was pro-
moted to the archbifhopric of Florence, vacant 
by the death of Cofmo de Pazzi, with the prof-
pc¿t of being made a cardinal at the firft fubfe-
quent creation which thepope íhould make. In this 
manner, in the beginningofthepontificate of Leo, 
did the Medid divide among themfelves the ítate, 
and their own power and emoluments. Lorenzo re­
turned to Florence, and confulted with the prin­
cipal citizens about giving orders for reforming 
the government in ali things, according to the 
intentions of the pope, refolved on in Rome, to 
the ílate it was in before, 1494. They were very 
attentive to haften on the general fcrutiny, becaufe 
clthe abfence of fo many citizens, who for vari-

ous reafons had gone to Rome, and after the 
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creation of the pope were not in hafte to return 5 
and when itwas finiihed, imborfed, and begun to 
be nfed, a council of feventy was made by Lo­
renzo, for life, in ihe form and vvith the authorky 
as in rhe time of his grandfacher in 1482 ; and 
orders vvere alfo given to conftitute a council of 
anhundred, whichfrom fix monthsta fixmonths, 
according to the ancient cuítom, íhould be drawn; 
and into this conncil of an hundred, at their 
pleafure, might enterall vvho had been gonfaloniera 
of juíliee; and in it were debated and determined 
all provifions of money, impoíítions of taxes, and 
all lavvs and ordinances of moft importance, which 
had been previouíly approved in the council of 
feventy : and to enlarge their fyftem fíill more, 
and make it more univerfally fatisfaftory, they 
ordained farther, to draw from time to time the 
ancient counciis of the people, andVhe commons, 
which might determine on the petitions of prívate 
perfons, which fhouki be firft pafled in the council 
af feventy ; and in all cafes which could occur, 
and far the fecurity of the ftate, ahhough they 
adopted thefe ordinary counciis, they maintained 
.always finí) the authority of their baüa, which 
was prolonged and maintained conftantly in being 
until the revolution in the ftate, which happened 
in 1527. The fcrutiny ended, they created the 
feventy, and drew the other counciis, and began 
to make anoíher change of the tta. for war, for 
the eight oí their new plot, to return every thing 
IO the ftate it was in before 1+94 ; and all thefe 
ordinances were thus renewed and perfecled in 
December, 1513, Pandolío Corbinelli being then 
go.nfalonier; and the feventy were elecied for a, 
term only, but with fuch power of confirmation, 
that they might be faid to be for life. Notwith-
ftanding all thefe precautions, and the abíolute 

power 



Crutcchidrtfin and Nerli. 

power of che balia, the divifions ftill continued 
among the principal citizens; fome were for tna* 
king the government more popular, others more 
ariftocratical: and thefedivifions, which continued 
til! 1527,'* gave mucli trouble to the Medici. 

The affairs of the Medici and of the ftate be-
ing thtis fettled, Giuliano began to think he had 
beenoverfeen, in leaving Florence tohis nephew í 
and Lorenzo, amidft íueb grandeur in his houfe, 
begun to be difcontented at remaining without any 
princely titie, and at having no other than a civil 
rank in Florence; wherefore he fhapes his courfe 
to Rome, and communicates his intention to the 
pope. 

He returned in 1515, determíned to be madé 15 
captain-general of the Florentines; and this dig-
nity was iblemnly affumed by him from the hands 
of the gonfalonier of juílice, who was at that 
time chimenti fernigi, in the prefence of the fig-
nori, and of all the magiftrates, and a great part 
of the people affembied in the piazza with the 
ftaff of command, and the other public eníigns 
ufually given to a captain-general, with the greateft 
demonftrations of joy and univerfal rejoicings¿ 
In this manner began Lorenzo to depart from the 
ancient manners of his family, and to lay afide in 
all things that mode of proceeding popularly in 
his drefs, converfation, and intercourfe with the 
citizens, which had ever been obferved by his 
predeceffors. Having affumed his title and mag~ 
tiificence, he went ro Lombardy, to make his 
court to the king of France, who was carne to 
Italy to eftablifh his authority in Milán, which he 

* Erafio í cittadiní appreflb a'Medici molto divifi, e dettero 
íjuefte divifioni, che fi mainternnero fempre ne' primi cittadiní 
del govefno, dimolte dificulta a' Medici per infino al 1527. 
Nerli, p. 129. 
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had lately recovered. He became a great favourrté 
with his majefty, from the great delire he had of 
agreeing with the pope, and becaufe Lorenzo, ín 
all his actions and converfation¿ díicovered an at-
tachment to the faction of the Guelphs and the 
politics of France. Soon afterwards an accom-
modation was made between the pope and the 
king, and the pope fef out on a journey to Bo­
logna, to have an interview with him. Pafiing; 
through Florence, he made his entry into the 
city * with great pomp. Between the pope and 
the king many things were agreed on, for their 
mutual defenee, and the maintenance of their 
power; and Lorenzo, becaufe he eagerly wiíhed 
to increafe his importance, and obtain the title of 
duke, folicited the pope, under the aufpices of 
France, to undertake an enterprife againft Urbino, 
as it was thought the king could not fail of fuccefs, 
the pope having reílored Parma and Placentia, 
two cities which Giulio had added to the ftate of 
the church when the French loft the ftate of Mi­
lán. But the projeít of an enterprife againft Ur­
bino was very difagreeable toGiuliano de Medici* 
and he warmly oppofed it as an infamous ingrati-
tude, confidering the civilities and favours the 
family had received in their exile from that duke-
dom. The pope was advifed to recall the Benti-
Vogli to Bologna, and reftore Modena and Reggio 
to the duke of Ferrara ; but Giulio de Medici, 
fays Guicchiardin, cardinal and légate of Bologna, 
whom the pope had fent to be a moderator and 
counfellor to the unexperienced youth of Lorenzo, 
moved at the infamy that would be caft on the 
memory of his legateíhip if Bologna was given 

* Con magnifico apparato, con molta pompa, e con íb« 
lemnita grandiffima. Neiii, p . 129. 
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up to its oíd tyrants, and fo great a number of the 
nobility, who had openly declared againft them in 
favour of the apoftolic fee, facrificed to their re-
venge, diffuaded it. Giulio, ihough of illegiti-
mate birth, had been promoted to the cardinalíhip 
by Leo, in the firít month of his pontifkate, by 
means of witneffes, who preferring the favour of 
men befóte the truth, depofed, that his mother 
had obtained of his father Giuliano a promife of 
marriage. Giuliano this year carne toFlorence in 
ill health, and refided fometimes in the city, 
and fometimes out of it in the neighbouring ci­
ñes, not without exciting great jealoufy in Lo­
renzo, and Alfonfina his mother, who in the ab-
fence of her fon governed. The pope was in 
great perplexity, and could not determine whether 
to undertake the enterprife againft Urbino, fo 
much refifted by his brother, and fo ardently de-
fired by his nephew; and he heíitated the more, 
becaufe he difcovered that the king of France had 
confented againft his inclination. Giuliano was fo 
ill, that he could not, but by his agents and let-
ters, cenfure the projecl to the pope, and Lorenzo 
by his afliduous folicitations held the king well 
difpofed to his inclinations, and was continually 
about the pope vvith perfualions to undertake it. 
The interview between the pope and the king at 
Bologna being finiíhed, the former returnedto 
Florence, apparently reíolved to give fatisfadion 
to his nephew : yet he proceeded totake meafures 
for the enterprife, on account of Giuliano, with 
íbme circumfpeclion. But the diforder of Giuliano 
increafing, he died at Badia de Fiefole, where he 
refided for the benefit of better air, in March 
1516. A few days after the pope kft Florence, 1516. 
and returned to Rome. 
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Lorenzo now remained, without any contradíc* 
ñon, heir in all things of the fíate, the fortune* 
and rhe grandeur of the houfe of Medici; and 
being now more than ever warm in his delire to 
be rnade duke of Urbino,* he vvas invefted by the 
pope in confiílory : Lorenzo was put in command 
of an army, compofedof thefoldiers andfubjeéls 
of th€ church and the Florentines; and the 
pope deprived-j- Francefco María of thefe domi-
nions by folcmn fentence, and gavethe inveftiture 
of the duchy of Urbino, in a confiílory, to 
Lorenzo his ncphew, all the cardinals fetting 
their hands to the bull. 

In the year 1517 certain cardinals formed a 
Confpiracy againft the pope, and the cardinal So-
dorini vvas found among the guilty; but upon 
confeífion of their error, the pope excufed them 
with great humanity; but upon this occafion, 
in order to fill up the college, he made a new pro-
motion of cardinals, among whom wcre his two 
nephews of the Salviati and Ridolfi families. At 
this time the citizens of the ftate of Florence 
were in fecret very difcontented, becaufe that the 
duke Lorenzo, defiring to reduce the govern-
ment to the form of a principality, appeared to 
difdain to confult any longer with the magiftrates 
nnd his feliow citizens as he ufed to do, and gave 
Very feldomaud¡enees, and withmuch impatiencej 
sttended lefs to the bufinefs of the city, and caufed 
all publie affairs to be managed by Meuer Goro 
da Piftoia, his fecretary, who, either following 
the inclination of his own nature, or becaufe the 
duke had given him fuch orders concerning what 
he ought to do, governed in fuch a manner, and 
conducted ib- with the citizens, that there appeared 

* ííerii, p. 130. f Guicchiardiri, lib. ix. 
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in him more grandeur, and more of the qualities 
of a prince, and he made himfelf more honoured 
than any one of the houfe of Medici ever had 
done in the fixty years that had pafíed between. 
1434 and 1494: and the citizens, who had borne 
fo much envy againft Galleatto de Medici, found, 
in the example of Goro, reafon to acknowledge 
and repent of their error; for Galleatto, who had 
from the dulce Lorenzo the fame authority, and 
the fameemployment, before Goro, and was befides 
ofthe family of Medici, did the public bufinefs of 
the palace, and went in perfon to confer with the 
citizens, and was fatisfied with civilly ferving his 
patrón, and with being more in reality and Iefs in 
appearance. Lorenzo now made a journey to 
France, having made an alliance with the king. 
In 1518 he returned with his lady, and the mar- 1518. 
riage was celebrated with much pomp, rejoicings,* 
and feftivity. Many citizens at this time, having 
difcovered the inclination of the duke, and that 
he was determined to reduce the ftate to the forrn 
of a principality, would not confent to it. Some 
withdrew themfelves from public affairs, defpair-
ing ofthe commonwealth ; others confined them­
felves to their houfes, under pretence of ficknefs ; 
but others, having more courage and better fup-
port, went to Rome, under the protedion of 
the pope; and the duke, to make the laíl effort 
to difpofe the pope to reduce the ftate of Flo-
rence to a principality, went to finiíh his nup-
tials at Rome, and carried wjth him Vettofi and 
Strozzi, in whom he confided, and with whom he 
often confulted; and after many intrigues with 

* Si fecero le nozze fontuofíífims, con molt» pompa, alle-
grezza, e fefta grandiffima. Nerli, p. 131. 

VOL. II, M th« 



176 Florence. 

the pope, they returned to Florence, determined to 
1519- reformthe ftate. But in 1519 he died, about ten 

days after his wife, who, however, had left him a 
daughter, who was afterwards queen of France. 
Goro, and the citizens in his confidence, had 
ordered fecretly the piazza to be fortified, and the 
guards doubled, and hád caufed to be afíembled 
in Florence, from various places of the dominión, 
a good number of their friends and confidential 
paitiíans, to affift, as occafion might happen, in 
the prelervation of the public fecurity, and in ob-
ferving the conduce of thofe citizens who had 
given any caufe of fufpicion; and Antonia di Bet-
tino da Ricofoli was imborfed gonfalonier. The 
cardinal de Medici, who arrived two days before 
the death of the duke, being fent by the pope to 
give orders, regulated all things to general fatis-
faftion.* After the funeral of the duke, the car­
dinal entered into intímate confukations with 
the principal citizens, and re-efíablifhed the 
government, according to the form and order 
which the pope had given to duke Lorenzo j 
he therí remained, by order of the pope, in the 

„ government, to give further fatisfaétion to the 
citizens, whom he knew to be difgufted with the 
proceedings of Goro in the life-time of the duke, 
and the great authoiity he had aflumed, perhaps 
greater. than the duke had given him; and re-
duced the bufinefs of the magiftrates, elections, 
cuftoms of office, and the mode of expenditure of 
the public money, in fuch manner, that there 
appeared a very great and univerfal joy among 
the citizens, and there remained to the cardinal 

* Nerli, lib.vii. p. 133. 
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no other or greater difficulties, than the ufual 
divifions among the citizens of the ftate; fome of 
whom contended for enlarging, and others for re-
ftraíning the elections of magiftrates : wherefore, 
thofe who vviíhed the ftate more contradted, ac 
the head of whom was Ridolfi, oppofed them-
felves to Salviati, who, by order of the pope, was 
returned to Florence with the cardinal, and he, for 
contrary reafons, was oppofed to them; and be-
caufe the cardinal went on, amnfing fometimes 
one, and fometimes the other party, and fupport-
ingboth, theirdivifions were mtich moreapparent 
at this time, and the heads of each difcovered 
themfelves with lefs diffimulation than they had 
done in the life-time of the duke: indeed the 
diíTenfions of the citizens arofe in all importanc 
afFairs which the cardinal had to provide for, or 
to think of, in his government; whereas in the 
other, in the moft important affairs théy followed 
that which was ordered daily by the pope with-
out any difliculty. The cardinal feems to have 
diverted the fadlions from any eñeclual oppofuion 
to his government, by playing them one againft 
the other, and fomenting their mutual animofi-
ties : for his government was very fuccefsful and 
frugal, and money was faved in it to pay off the 
public debts. But the war foon followed, of the 
pope Leo the Tenth, and Charles the Fifth, who 
had lately fucceeded Maximilian in the empire, 
againft the French. The cardinal was fent with 
his army, as apoftolical légate, and went into 
Lombardy, leaving in his place, in the govern­
ment of Florence, the cardinal di Cortona. The 
affairs of the pope and emperor fucceeded prof-
perouíly againft the French, who loft Miian: but 
the pope, on the laft ofNovember, 1521, died, 1521. 
and finiftied, in the midft of fj much grandeur, 
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the legitímate fucceflion of the houfe of Medid, 
and the male line of the firft Cofmo ; who, by a 
public decree, was called the father of his country, 
and who, in 1434, had given rife to the greatnefs 
of his family. 

After the death of the pope, the cardinal fud-
denly departed from Milán, and returned to Flo-
rence, where he fbund that the fignori had given 
good orders for the confervation of the ftate, and 
that Francefco Vettori, who was gonfalonier of 
juftice, the cardinal di Cortona, and the prin­
cipal citizens in the government, had made 
every proviíion, and taken every precaution which 
occurred for the beneñt and fafety of the ftate ; 
and he fonnd too, on fo great an occafion, of a 
fudden and unexpefted death of the pope, a ready 
inclination in all the principal citizens, and an 
univerfal defire among the people, to maintain 
the ftate in the hands of the cardinal de Medici; 
aud all this felicity arofe from his good govern­
ment, which, fince the death of the duke Lorenzo, 
had been fo univerfally agreeable. Confulting 
now with the principal citizens, orders were given 
for defence in the war which Renzo da Ceri, by 
the favour of the French, had excited in Siena, 
with a view to change the government in Flo­
ren ce. 

This war was fomented by the cardinal Sodo-
rini, and occafioned a freíh declaration againft 
his family, that they were rebels, and involved 
them in greater calamities than they had fuffered 
in 1512. During this war many citizens began 
to fpeak, without referve, of a more liberal man­
ner of living, and a new reform of the govern­
ment, and reported publicly, that the cardinal, for 
want of relations and a legitimate fucceffion in his 
family, would be vvilling in a certain manner to 
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difpofe of the authoiity of the balia, and Jeave 
the government freely in the people, with a cer-
tain authority referved to a fenate for life, to confift 
of the beft citizens, and referving to himfelf a 
certain authority and balia in fome things during 
his life : and when the principal and moft fui-
pefted perfons in this vvar were fecured, although 
an army was ftill in Siena, thefe difcourfes con-
tinued and increafed. Many were fo eager, and 
fo drawn away by their wills and their love of 
novelty, that they began too foon to defcend to 
particulars concerning the manner of reforming 
the government, which they believed and faid 
ought to be undertaken; and they propofed the 
mode of electing the gonfalonier of juftice, and 
fome of them would have him for life, as he had 
been when Sodorini was eleáted in 1502, and 
others delired he might be elected annually, as 
Ridolfi vvas in 151a. Such was the zeal of many, 
deceived by their credulity and the ardent paffions 
which traníported them, that they began to fpeak 
more freely of the perfon to be eleéted, and Acci-
aioli and Vettori were named, and Gondi; but all 
agreed at laft, the better to conciliate the cardinal, 
to leave, for the firft time, the election wbolly to 
him. Thefe practices went fo far, that the citi­
zens began to be publicly named and difcrimi-
nated, who were in favour of the reformation of 
the government, and who were againft it. That 
party of the citizens who had counfelled the 
cardinal to a large and comprehenfive diítribution 
of honours, and who had ever taken the protec-
tion of the generaüty, appeared, upon thefe con-
verfations of a reform, to give fome attention to 
it; and that party which delired to hold the pub-
lic offices and honours in fewer families, detefted 
and cenfured thofe who talked of any reformation 
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at all; and the generality of thc citizens ftood 
neutral, expecting, hovvever, with great defire, 
that the reform would take place; and one clafs 
of young men, and efpecially thofe who had con-
curred in the rife of Rucellai, folicited it, and 
difcovered themfelves. In this manner was the 
whole city divided and confounded; the greater 
part of the citizens agitated, fome with hopes, 
and others with fears; and many ventured fo far 
as to write various models for fuch a reformation, 
even in the prefence of the cardinal: and among 
thefe fufficiently diftinguifhed themfelves Zanobi 
Buondelmonti and N¡cholas Machiavel ; and 
Nerli fays he faw thefe writings, which were 
communicated to him by the authors at the time 
of thefe intrigues. They were alfo communicated 
to the cardinal, who pretended to hold them in 
high efteem.* Alexander de Pazzi compofed a 
moft elegant and beautiful oration, in the ñame 
ofthepeople of Florence, in praife of the cardi­
nal, for the reítoration of the commonwealth ; 
which Nerli remembers to have heard recited be-
fore a largc company at a fupper, where, having 
obtained a copy, he ient it to Rome to the car­
dinal Salviati. Thefe fpeculations proceeded fo 
far, and were fo freely difcourfed on, and in fo 
many ways, that it began to appear to the car­
dinal that he had permitted them to run too far ; 
and he thought of means to reftrain them, but 
found, things had gone fo much beyond his inten-
tions, fome difficulty to refift their courfe. But 
fortune prefented him a convenient opportunity, 
which was this : There had been formed, at the 

* E tutti, fuoi fcritti andavano in mano del cardinale, che 
moftrava di tenerne contó, e di farne capitale grandiffimo. 
Nerli, lib. vii. p. 137. 
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time of the rife of Rucellai, a certain fchool of 
young men of letters, and of elevated genius, 
among whom was Cofmo Rucellai, who died very 
young, though he had excited great expeétations 
among the literati. This fociety was much fre-
quented by Nicholas Machiavel; and Nerli fays, 
he was a moft intímate friend of Machiavel, and 
had frequent converfations in this club.* Thefe 
gendemen not only amufed themfelves, but made 
a buíinefs and duty of exercifing themfelves in the 
ftudy of hiftory, and in making obfervations and 
refleétions upon it. At their requeft Machiavel 
compofed his difcourfes upon Livy, and his trea-
tife of military matters. Thefe perfons went on, 
thinking, by an imitation of the ancients, to efíedl 
fomething that íhould be grand and noble, and 
render them illuftxious. At length they wrought 
themfelves up to the thoughts of a confpiracy 
againft the cardinal, and did not well confider 
what Machiavel in his difcourfes had written to 
them on the fubject of confpiracies; if they had 
well coníidered íús refleétions, they would either 
not have engaged in the defign, or, if they had, 
would have proceeded in it with greater caution. 
The heads of this plot were Zanobi Buondelmonti 
and Lui<íi Allamanni. Their intention was to 
aíTaffinate the cardinal de Medici, and thus reduce 
the city to a free government, and reftore liberty 
to the people, as they enjoyed it before 1512. 
And after the death of Leo the Tenth, they fent 
Batida della Palla, who was in the confpiracy 
with them, to cardinal Sodorini, in order to in-
form him of their indignation againft the cardinal, 
and to perfuade him, as an exile and an enemy of 
the Medici, to make, with Renzo da Ceri and the 

* Guicchiardin, lib. ix, 
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family of thc Sodorini, fuch provifions as they 
ihould judge proper to condudr. their defigns, 
and to obtain intelhgence of the progrcfs of this 
war. But the enterprife not fucceeding with 
fignior Renzo as was expedted, the plot was firft 
fufpe&ed, and at length, by degrees, difcovered by 
the cardinal; and the principal perfons engaged 
in it were obliged to fly, and were declared rebels, 

i c z i . particularly Buondelmonti, Allamanni, Palla, 
Bruccioli; and cthers were apprehended and be-
headed; by which means the cardinal was again 
fecured in the enjoyment of his government, as 
well as his life, and an end was put to all the vain 
defigns and idle difcourfes of a free government. 

1522. In 1522 the cardinal contrived an interview at 
Leghorn, and at Florence, with Adrián the pope; 
in confequence of which cardinal Sodorini was 
imprifoned in the caftle at Rome, and prevented 
from fomenting further defigns againft the Medid, 
and the cardinal de Medici became a great favou-
rite with the pope and the emperor. Havingad-
jufled with the pope all his affairs, the cardinal 
gave orders, that Hippolito, a natural fon of the 
duke Giuliano, and Alexander, a natural fon of 
the duke Lorenzo, íhould be committed to the 
care of Rofo Ridolfi and Giovanni Corfi, that he 
might avail himfelf of them, in time, to maintain 
the reputación and authority of the fíate in the 
houfe of Medici, in the íucceíBon of the firft 
Cofmo, who was called the father of his country, 
in the beft manner that he could, being deter-
jnined to exelude the other branch in the defeen-
dants of his brother Lorenzo, He proceeded, 
however, in this deliberation with much caution 
and referve, pretending to doubt of the brains as 
well as heart of Giovanni de Medici, of whom, in 

1 truth, he was jeaíous; for inftead of meriting the 
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contempt of the cardinal, be had a liberality and 
a greatnefs of foul, which enabled him to acquire 
the higheft fame in the military art, which he had 
purfuedfrom his tender years: in fhort, according 
to Nerli, who knew him, he was poffefled ofevery 
virtue and quality of a great prince. 

In September 15-3, pope Adrián died ; and, 1523. 
after a long conten, in which the cardinals were 
two months ¡n the conclave, on the 19Ü1 of No-
vember the cardinal de Medici was created pope, 
and aííumed the ñame of Clement the Seventh, 
and thus united the fovereign authority, which he 
held in Florence, to the extenhve power of the 
church; upon which happy eleétion, as it was 
called, there were great esternal figns of joy in 
Florence, in the fervor of which an event hap-
pened remarkable enough to be related :—in the 
vacancy of the pontificate many wagers had been 
laid conceming the new eleftion ; among many 
who loft was Peter Orlandini, who being too im-
portunately folicited by the winner to pay, an-
fwered in great warmth, that he would not pay, 
until it was determined whether the eleétion hadjgk 
been máde canonically or not. Thefe words wer<S 
reported to the magifírates, and, after the impor-
tance of them had been confidered by the cabal, 
Peter was fummoned by the eight of the balia, . 
and upon his appearance was feized, and beheaded 
in a few hours.—Soon after the creation of the 
pope, the Sodorini were reftored totheir country, 
becaufe, although at firíl their cardinal in conclave 
had been zealous againft the Medici, his friends, 
and particularly the cardinal Colonna, had labour-
ed to reconcile him, and fucceeded io far, that his. 
nephews were reftored, and he remained after-
wards in the good graces of his holinefs. Palla 
Ruccellai, with nine others, were fent ambafia-
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dors to render the ufual homage to the nevv pope. 
With thefe ambaíTadors the pope intrigued, as he 
could no longer govern in Florence, lo have one 
of the two young natural fons fent to govern the 
city. Some among the ambaíTadors, and other 
Florentines then at Rome, were inclined ; others 
were timorous in difelofing their opinions; and 
fome of them having notice of the fecret, and of 
the will of the pope, and all of them vvell know-
ing that the pope had determined, in order to 
fatisfy him, and conftrained by neceffity rather 
than fwayed by any reafon orinclination, requefted 
of his holinefs one of the young men to govern 
the ftate of Florence. The pope fends Hippo-
lito, the fon of the duke Giuliano, under the 
guardianfhip of the cardinal di Cortona, becaufe 
he was yet too young for fo great a government; 
and Ottaviano de Medici had the care of the 
family affairs, and the controul of the houfe and 
family of the Magnificent Hippolito, as he was 
called, and as his rather had been intitled at the 
time of their exile, and vvhen he had the title of 
Iduke of Nemours. Ottaviano was alfo to take the 
^:are of Alexandcr, the fon of the duke Lorenzo. 
In this manner were difpofed all things relative to 
the ftate of Florence and the hoüfe of Medici; 
and thus they remained for four years, until 1527, 
when a general ferutiny was made, which was 
very extenfive, and therefore made with much 
univerfal fatisfa&ion. 

In 1524 a civil war broke out in Piftoia, be-
tween the parties called Panciatiche and Cancel-
liere, and thepartyPanciaticheprevailing, expelled 
and banilhed, as ufual, their adverfaries, and every 
thing was there foon fettled. The pope did not 
much interfere in the war in Lornbardy, between 
Charles and Francis, which followed that memo­
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rabie defeat of the French before Pavia, when the 
king was taken prifoner and condu&ed to Spain by 
the emperor. In this tranquillity of foreign affairs, 
the cardinal di Cortona had, however, enough, 
to do to cenient his government, amidft all their 
difcontems, and his own ungrateful manner of 
treating the citizens; for the beft friends, as vvell 
as others, did not find in the government of the 
pope that which had been promifed, ñor thofe 
conditions and qualities of profit and honour 
which they relifhed fo much in his mode of pro-
ceeding and government while he was cardinal: 
ñor could the cardinal di Cortona perceive, untii 
in 1527 ic became very manifeft, how much it 
imponed to the benefit of the ftate, and the houfe 
of Medici, that he íhould íludy the charafter of 
the citizens, and the principies and motives of 
their divifions and diflenñons; efpecially after the 
party, the moft decided in favour of the Medici, 
and of confequence the moft odious to the gene-
raüty, had been uncommonly weakened by the 
death of Allemanni, Corbinelli, Serriftori,andfome 
others, the moft warm in their party, and the moft 
jealous of any oppofition to the prefent govern­
ment. After them too Ridolfi died ; but he, 
before his death, by an intermarriage with the 
Strozzi, had been fomewhat cooled, and dreaded 
lefs than formerly a change. The other party, on, 
the contrary, were much exalted in their hopes 
and confidence, as they had increafed in reputa-
non with the Strozzi, Capponi, and Guicchiar-
dini, who, by their great quality and riches, drew 
after them a ftrong band of honourable citizens : 
with thefe concurred Vettori, being a relation of 
Capponi, and an intímate friend of Philip Strozzi; 
and as to the Salviati, although Jacobo was íhut 
up in Rome, there remained in Florence the fons 
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oí Alamanno, Averardo, and Piero, the coufins of 
Capponi and Francefco Guicchiardini, and the 
relations of Matteo Strozzi. Having accumulated 
fo much favour, fo great abilities, fuch credit, 
and fo many intímate conneftions, this party began 
to be as bold as they were active and powerfol; and 
Niccolo Capponi went on with the greateft repu-
tation increafing it, difcovered upon all occafions 
fuch popular principies and feelings, and had 
acquired ib much popular benevolence, that thofe 
who were defirous of innovation, and a more li­
beral government, appeared to have found a fuffi-
cient fupport, whenever a proper opportunity 
fliouldoccurof changing the government. Thefe 
canfes, however, produced no effect while the 
affairs of the war between the grand princes ftood 
in fufpenfe, and unaltered, as they did during 
the time that the king was prifoner to the empe-
yor in Spain: but aíter the king had ranfomed 
himfelf, and recovered his liberty and his king-
dom, being more determined than ever in his 
perpetual defire of recovering the ftate of Milán, 
and as it appeared to him, although he had lefí 
his fons as hoítages in the hands of the emperor^ 
that the condkions of the convención for his libe­
ración were too hard to be obferved, not being 
able to compofe his mind, being at all hazards 
detcrmmed to renew the war, and having found 
the princes of Italy in the (ame difpofition, he 
agreed with the pope and Venetians, and made 
with chem a league againll the emperor, inwhich 
the pope would have the Florentines named and 
comprehended. This league commenced the war 
in Lornbardy ; and in the army of the church, 
and for the pope, in place of a légate, and with 
the tille of loctim tenens of the holy lee, was Fran­
cefco Guicchiardini; and the comte Guido Ran-
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goni, then governor of the people of the church, 
had the general government of the ecclefiaftical 
ftate; and Giovanni de Medici had the com-
mand of the infantry of that part ab¡road which 
was commanded by comte Guido; and there 
oceurred in this war, between Giovanni and 
Guido, many difienfíons: and with the king, ia 
his camp, was the rnarquis de Saluzzo; and forthe 
Venetians, the duke of Urbino. This war began 
about the year 1526*. The imperial generáis¿ 1526. 
to divert the pope from the war of Lombardy, 
invaded Rome itfelf, took the bourg of St. Peter, 
and plundered the palace of the pope himfelf; 
who, being befieged in the caftle of Sr. Angelo, 
was conftrained to make a convention to his dif-
advantage, to fend Philip Strozzi to Naples as a 
hoftage for the fecurity of the treaty, which, 
arnong other conditions, contained a certain fuf-
penfion of sarms. But all this fuccefs of the 
imperialifts could not move the pope from the 
war. The league fent Giovanni de Medici t& 
the relief of Rome; but he was killed in a íkir-
miíh, which relieved the pope from hisjealoufy, 
though it expofed his capital to ruin. After the 
death of Giovanni, thofe citizens of Florence who 
deíired an alteration in the government began 
to take courage, and difeover their intentions. 
They proceeded to found all the citizens whom 
they thought proper, encouraging them to the 
enterprife ; and at the fame time began the 
younger nobility to defire the fame with thofe 
citizens who had encouraged and counfelled them, 
and to demand of the fignori and the publie, 
arms, covering their requeft under a colour of 
wiíhing by fuch means to be able to ferve and 

* Ncrü, übt vü. p. 144. 
defend 



Fkrence, 

defend their country in fo great and imminent a 
danger as appeared in the approach of a large 
hoftile army. They defired to be armed on no 
other account, and for no other end, than merely 
for the benefit and defence of the city. Veiled 
underfuchcolours, thefe youths were countenanced 
by all that party of citizens who defired to en-
large the government, and liad taken upon them-
felves the univerfal proteftion of the people. But 
thefe young men entered principally into an inti­
mare" conneclion with Nicholas Capponi, with 
whom concurred all the other citizens who defired 
to enlarge the government: and therefore, in the 
council, inthe magiftracy, and inallthings, thefe 
youths were the favourices of Capponi, Strozzi, 
and Louis Guicchiardini, and they took fuch 
courage as to confult with them in fecret. Cardi­
nal di Cortona being, as he commonly was, very 
flow in refolving, was ill qualified to put a ftopto 
this fecret intelligence, efpecially as he was ob-
liged to wait for inítruétions from Rome for 
every meafure of his conducb. The divifions 
among the citizens made bina ílill more timid, 
which was the reafon that the fpirits of thefe 
youths grew bolder every day. The pope fent 
Gherardo Corfini to Florence to alter the fortifi-
catíons of the city ; but this meafure was very un-
popular. The news of the death of Giovanni de 
Medici threw the city into the utmoft confterna-
tion ; and all thefe circumftances aided the young 
men in their defign. 

The people univerfally, the citizens, and the 
young noblemen, were all become very licentious 
in fpeech, very free and bold in exprerífing their 
conceits, and became very tumultuous and difor-
derly, in armed parties in the ftreets, in the night, 
affronting the guards and difturbing the citizens 
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with impunity. Ac this time the pope fent car­
dinal Cibo and Ridolfi to affift cardinal Cortona; 
but this had little effect. 

In 1527 the French army began to turn their 1527. 
march towards Tufcany, the fufpeéted in Flo-
rence began to increafe, and the youth became 
more fyftematical and ardent than ever in their 
defire to be armed; which they now demanded 
with great confidence, as Louis Guicchiardini 
was appointed gonfalonier. Cortona affembled 
in council many citizens, to confult upon things 
offuch confequence. Nicholas Capponi began to 
council vvidí great eloquence, and without re-
ferve, to fay, that in treating of things of this 
importance, which concerned the fafety of all, it 
was reafonable to hold the confultations in the 
palace, among a larger number of the citizens, 
that every one might more freely exprefs his fen-
timents. Gherardo Corfini fpoke in oppoíition 
to Capponi with fpirit in favour of the fíate : 
and while the principal citizens were engaged in 
thefe altercations, the two armies were approach-
ing the city. The cardinal and the Magnificent 
Hippolito intended to ride out to the heads of 
the league, and to Guicchiardini, the pope's lien- • 
tenant, to concert meafures for fecuring the afiaii s 
of Florence in their préfent critical lituation. 
There were in the piazza many circles of young 
men, who anxiouíly waited for difturbances; and 
in the houfe of Peter Salviati was a great rabble 
of thofe who, a little time before, had been 
concerned in thofe noéturnal tumults which had 
been excited ; the fervants of the guard of the 
lieutenant of pólice ; and within, with the gonfa­
lonier, where thofe chiefs, who at firíl, with more 
order and better counfel, had always managed 
thofe intrigues which were called the petitions 
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for arms; and alrcady in the palace wefe Niccolas 
Capponi, Mathew Strozzi, and Francis Vetrori, 
to countenance the youths, and contnve thac 
whatever might happen might follow in fome 
order. But fortune, who had otherwife deter-
mined, caufed to be fpread an idle and falfe re­
pon, that the cardinal and Hippolito were gone, 
and had abandoned the ílate, as not knowing how 
to maintain it any longer; and as thefe reports 
prevailed, there fuddenly arofe in the piazza a 
confufed rumour, and they bawled out the ñame 
of Liberty! the People ! and the palace on a 
fudden was fiJled with ckizens, youths, arms, 
and conftifion ; and many began, as if they had 
already conquered, to lay hands on the fignori; 
and thofe citizens were threatened who did not 
fay and do as this diforderly multitude defired. 
The more prudent fort of perfons, eider and 
younger, endeavoured topreferve fome order ,and 
propofed various judicious plans ; but the uproar 
was too great, and violence had got poíTeffion. 
The detail of the errors and diforders is too long 
to be recited ; but nothing would contení them 
íhort of a declaration that the Medici were rebels, 
and the fignori were compelled to this meafure. 
Even Niccolas Capponi, and his colleagues, who 
were prefent amidft fuch diforders in the palace, 
repented of the fallacy they had praéhfed that 
day, and perceived that ítates, which attempt to 
change the foundations of their government by 
means of popular tumults, though they may 
fometimcs eafily effecT: the alteration, will al-
ways find it diíficult either to ftop or to re­
gúlate the movements of the people, of which 
important truth the hiftory of Florence is full of 
fatal examples. The cardinal and Hippolito re-
ceiving intelligence of the tumults in Florence, 
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Gukcbiarditt and Nerli. 

returned with Francis Guicchiardin, and Tome 
other refpedable charaftcrs, and a miiitary 
force; made an accommodation with the rioters, 
and reftored the government of the Medici; made 
a new imborfation ofthe fignori, and imborfed as 
gonfalonier, in 1327, Franccfcantonio Nori, and 
changed fome of the fignori for perfons lcfs fuf-
pected, and took every prudcnt meafure to fecure 
the peace of the city. But fuch was the danger, 
that many abfenttd themfclves from the city 
through fear, not believing that the pope would 
pardon their behaviour. The city was in greac 
confufion, íufpicion, and diffatisfadtion: at this 
time che army turned towards Rome, which on 
the 6th of May 1527 was facked by the French, 
in their turn, and the pope was again íhut up a 
priíbner in the caftle. Philip Strozzi flew to Flo-
rence with the news of the ruin of the pope, 
and began to promote a changein the government; 
and his lady, Clarifla,* the daughter of Peter de 
Mcdici, fifter of the duke Lorenzo, very gravely 
and boldly faid to the cardinal Cortona and Hip-
polito, that they ought to fly from Florence, and 
leave the city and republic free to the citizens. 

* See her fpeech at length in Segni, p. 8. Bifognava 
prima, che in tali termini fi faiEno condotte le cofe, gover-
narfi co* cittadini di maniera, che ne' pericoli, e neíle ftret-
tezzevoftrevi fi aveflbnoa mantenereamici,einfede, flecóme 
ne' paflati tempi fi governarono gli antichi miei, che colla 
gentilezza, e colla benevolenza piü che coll' afprezza, e col 
timore, fi mantenevano fedeli gli animi de' cittadini Fioren-
tini, epoiinmolti loro awerfi tempi gli ritrovarono coftanti; 
»a voi, che coll' ufanze del viver voftro avete, ancora a chi 
nol fapeffe, fcoperto i voftri natali, e fatto chiaro a tuto ' l 
mondo, che non fiete del fangue de Medici (a non puré di voi 
intendo, ma ancora di Clemente indegnantente papa, e deg-
namente prigione) che vi maravigliate voi, fe fete oggi in 
quefti travagli, ne' quali avete tutta quena cittá contraria 
alia voftra grandezza i 
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Upon this rcturn of Strozzi, and in this ruin of 
the pope, Niccolas Capponi, Mathew Strozzi, 
and Francis Vettori, and all that party of citizens 
who had been humbled by the diforders of the 
cs6th of April, and the other party, who were in 
the confidence and league of the Medid, fceing 
the pope ruined and a prifaner, and no hope of 
aífiftance, gave way to fortune; fome through 
fear, and others from hopes that were held out 
to them by thofe citizens who deíired a change in 
the ftate, and the ruin of the Medid. Cardinal 
Cortona, finding himfelf in fuch afflicYion, and 
without any aílignment of money, becaufe Philip 
Strozzi, who was at that time depofitory of the 
fignori, fent out of Florence Francefco del Ñero, 
his deputy, wíth all the money which had been 
collecled, a movement which was the moft artful 
check in the whole game, made a certain capitu-
lation between the city and the Medid, and went 
out of Florence with cardinal Cibo and the Mag-
nificent Hippolito, on the I7th of May, 1527, 
without being biniíhed, and having the fignori 
ftill in their favour, who flood firm to the govern-
ment and the houíe of Medici to the laft. After 
their departure the c^pkulation was not obferved, 
and cardinal Ridolfi, who remained in Florence, 
was conftrained to depare ; and in a íhort time a 
popular government was introduced, fo large and 
licemious, that Philip Strozzi, and all thoíe citi­
zens who had fuch an incünation to the change, 
and who were the heads and chiefs of the plan of 
reñoring the ftate to the people, were foon treated 
in fuch an ¡njurious manner, and in fo many ways 
infulted, that thofe who incline to weep over the 
follics and vices of their fellow men, will have 
incitements enough for their tears in reading the 
floij. The hiítory of Segni, which was intended 

to 
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to record the tranfactions of the republic or po­
pular ftate from 1527 to 1530, begins with the 
eighth book of Nerli, and cómalos a circumftan-
tial relation of every particular j and this fame 
Segni has written the life of his únele Niccolo 
Capponi. Varchi too begins his hiílory about 
the fame time: fo that this period is well deferiby 
ed by a variety of hiftorians. 

After the refolution taken by the cardinal di 
Cortona, and the principal ciüzens in the govern-
menr, to refign the authority of the balia, and to 
leave the ftate, by agreement, liberally in the hands 
of the people, the balia aíTembled on the i6th of 
May, 1527, and the provifion, by which liberty 1527. 
was reftored to the people, and the governmenc 
wholly conferred upon them, by the total annihi-
latíon of the balia, was received with great joy. 
But that, in fo great a revolution, they might 
proceed without fcandal, and that they might or-
dain a government, free, pacific, and quiet, as, 
perhaps, thofe citizenshad flattered themfelves they 
might do who were the principal authors of the 
change, and had been fo zealous for it, although 
very difFerent effeets followed, as it generally hap-
pens to thofe who place themlelves at the head of 
the people, and are the inftrumenis of changing a 
government; they began by giving order and form 
to the government, that is, by taking the power 
into thcir own hands, inftead of giving it up to 
the people: they gave authority to the fignori, the 
colleges, and the council of feventy, and to the 
members of the balia, to make, as well as they 
could, a deputation of thirty citizens for each 
quarter, giving a convenient íhare to the minor 
arts, according to the claíTes at that time in the 
cityj and they ordered that fuch deputation íhould 
be made by ballor, among the fignori, council, 
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magiftrates, and the thirty for the ¿juarters, who, 
thus ballotted for by the greateft popular favour, 
or, in othcr words, who had the moft black votes, 
fliould be underftood to be elefted j to which 
number of onc hundrcd and twenty citizens, to-
gether with the faid magiftrates and coonfellors, 
íhould be givcn full authority to ele<5t all officers, 
meaning fuch as had bccn ufually made by the 
council of an hundred, until the aoth of June. 
AH other officers were to be drawn from the ordi-
nary purfts till the fame 20th of June; after 
which day it was determined chat the council of thc 
people, called the greater* council, fhould com-
mencc its authority : this greater council was de-
termincd to have the fame authoricy, modes, 
orders, and forms, which it had before 1312, but 
with certain limitations and correftions. Thc 
new council óf fignori collegi were to be 1 ao, thc 
fupernumerarics feventy, and the balia of twenty, 
ro whom were given authority concerning thc 
mode of making the new gonfalonier, and the 
council ofeighty was revived in the fame form as 
before 1512: then, in the abundance of their 
gratitude to the Medici, for permitting the po­
pular government to be revived, they pafled an 
mdemnity to them and all their agents, and forgavc 
Hippolito, Alexander, and the duchéis, daugh-
ter of Lorenzo, late duke of Urbino. At laft the 
oíd balia was annulled j but the new government 
had fcarcely aflembled, before freíh diflenfions 
arofe ¡f fome would not obferve at all the laws 
made as now relatcd, efpecially relative to the 

* Configlio maggiore. 
•f- Dopo quefti ordini cofi dató, cominciarono molti citta-

dini a dividcrfi in tnohi modi, e fi fcoperfero molte varíe fette, 
ct mplte varíe íeditioni. Nerli, lib. viii. p . 155. 

4 greatcr 



Gulcchiatdln and Ncrli. 

greater council; but many, without waiting for the 
term preferibed, would begin by aflTembling this 
council, and aéling in it: and fome were even for 
beginning tumultuoufly, and without waiting for 
any limications or correftions, and without re-
garding this law in any degree. Many others 
were for removing before the time the fignori 
by forcé, though, by the law, they were to con­
tinué the month of June ; and becaufe the pro-
vifion or law made by the balia for reftoring 

Í
>eaceably the fíate to the people was not ob-
erved, as indeed it was not, and becaufe the 

conceffian and promife made by the Medici was 
not ftriftly regarded, it was given out thac they 
were returning with forcé to recover the ftatc 
which they had voluntarily quitted, and which 
was not taken from them by forcé, as many had 
vainly endeavoured a few days before; and many 
falfe rumours were creará!, propagated, and exag-
gerated, to terrify and confound the contending 
parties. Thefe at laft divided themfelves into 
two principal fadtions; the Strozzi, Sodorini, &c. 
were the heads of one, and Niccolo Capponi of 
the other. They had a long ftruggle to make the 
gonfalonier refign, and get pofíéfilon of the pa-
lace. The greater council was brought into being 
and action before the time, and many other alte-
rations were made about the choice of magiftratesj. 
but a tumult in the palace, with all the perfua-
fions of Capponi, was at laft fufficient to prevail 
upon the gonfalonier to refign. A new gonfalo­
nier is now to be chofen, and new regulations are 
contrived for the eleclion, and, among a multi-
tude of candidates, Niccolo Capponi is chofen. 

Niccolo Capponi hadgreatqualities; but thefe 
alone were not the caufe of his elevation ; it was 
indeed the fecret influence of the Medici intereíl 

N 3 which 



Florettce. 

which decided the eleflion in his favour. This 
was a very memorable example of eleébioneering, 
and refembles in fo many of its outlines all other 
eledtions in general, that it enters into the eiTence 
of every government in one cenrer, and is very 
interefting to every free citizen to confider it at-
tentively. Sixty eleétors were drawn out of the 
purfe of the grand council, each of whom was 
to nomínate a citizen of fifty years of age; and 
among thefe fixty were to be ballotted for, in 
the greater council, fix candidates for the office of 
gonfalonier. The fix who upon this occafion 
had the moft votes, were Carducci, Sodorini, 
A. Strozzi, Ñero, Bartolini, and Niccolo Cappo-
n¡. Each of thefe candidates had his diftinft prin­
cipies, fyftem, and party. For Carducci were all 
that part of the ckizens who moft dreaded and 
hated the Medid, who-wiíhed for a licentious 
government, by means of which they could be 
revenged, by beating down every citizen who, 
under the government of the Medid, had any 
reputation, influence, or power. In Strozzi con-
eurred a part of the fame citizens, for the fame 
reafons, but their ardor for him was cooled by 
the recolleétion of the part he had formerly aifled 
againft Savanarola in 1498. In Sodorini concur-
red all thofe citizens who loved a government 
both free and quiet, fuch as that which prevailed 
from 1502 to 1512, when Peter Sodorini was 
gonfalonier for life. The party of Medici were 
united to a man againft himj with all other parties 
he was upon tolerable terms: and this is not only 
natural, but it is univerfally found in experience, 
that the monarchical party is moft averie, in fuch 
conjun&ures, to the ariftocratical, and generally 
coalefces with the democratical, as thefe did upon 
this occafion in the choice of Capponi. The 
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partííáns oí Ñero and Bartolini were thoíc only 
who hated all men who had ever held any place 
ixi government, and wifhed for fuch as were en-
tirely new. Amidft ío many competiton, and 
fuch a variety oí parties and views, Capponi was 
eleéted, though he had held offices of high truft 
and confidence under the Medici. He had in the 
whole courfe of his life, publíc and prívate, been 
a wife, liberal, and irreproachable citizenj the 
reputation of his father and his anceítors had 
early rendered hirn illuftrious: he had as much 
refolution as he had ambition, and had maintained 
the charaíler of an honeít man with all; that of a 
free repubiican with the popular party, and that 
of a man of honour and ñdelity wjth the Medici 
ihemfelyes, who unanimoufly fell jn with his 
views in the election; Naturam expellas furca, 
licet ufque recurret. The dominant party will, 
in general, in this manner prevail, though their 
leaders are in banilhrnent, and even though ex-
cluded by law. Capponi had married a daughter 
of Philip Strozzi, and this unión of their fami-
liesj and even the diverfity of their ehara&ers,* 
had contributed to increafe the influence of the 
former. After the eleélion of the gonfalonier, 

* L'integrita della vira, la temperanza, la feverita, la 
parfimonia in allevar la famiglia ferono refplendere Niccoló 
fopra d'ogni' altro per dignitá, e per un vivo efempio di vir-
tü: quando in Filippo un modo di vivere fciolto, Tinconti-
nenza, la piacevolezza, la grazia, la deítrezza nel trattenere 
gli uomini, la liberaltá. la licenza, la conceffione di fe fleilb 
fatta ora alia virtü, ora al vizio, ebbe forza di farlo amar 
fempre dalla gioventü, riverire dalla nobiltá, e accarezzare 
dal popólo, di tal maniera, che iebbene viveva in privata 
fortuna, era nondimeno come un principe. Varchi, lib. iii. 
p. 63. Segni Storie, lib. i. p . íz . Vita di Niccolo Cap-
P°ni, p. Z. 
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they "proeeeded to the choice of the fignori for 
thrce months. Thus the party of Capponi car-
ried theirpoint, and accomplifhed all this weigh-
ty bufinefs by the firft oí June, againft the regu­
laron that the oíd fignori lhould continué 
through the month.—One of the firft fteps taken 
under the new governmenr, was an appointment, 
by a plurality of votes in the greater council, of 
five citizens, under the title of fyndics of the 
commons, to examine the accounts of all thofe 
who had handled the pubüc money, or other pro-
perty, from the year 1512. This was an inven-
tion of rcvenge and jealoufy, to deftroy all the 
friends and inftruments of the Medici: and many 
other fchemes of perfecution againft the party of 
Medici were contrived without the fmalleft dif-
cretion, and in fpite of all the endeavours of 
Capponi and Philip Strozzi to prevent them, 
Among other fchemes of perfecution, the moft 
tyrannical imaginable, which this dominant party, 
now triumphant, praétífed againft the minor par­
ty, was, at a time when a fum of money (30,000 
crowns) was wantcd by the pubüc, they made a 
law, that twenty citizens fhould be eleSled, who 
íhould be compelled to lend the pubüc fifteen 
thoufand crowns each. Such is the fenfe of überty, 
and the facred regard to property, in a govern-
ment in one center! This popular tyranny was 
carried to an excefs lo intolerable, that Phiüp 
Strozzi, the very father of the revolution, was 
obüged to fly to Naples, though his brother-in-
law was gonfalonier; but returning fome time 
after with Buondelmonit, they were both impri-
foned for four years in the tower of Volterra, 
for making oppofition to the new iniquitous taxes, 
and the adminiftration of the fyndics. Acciaioli 
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too, who was thcn returned from his embafly m 
France, was imprifoned for bcing in arrcaf fof 
part of a fubfidy, which theyhad impofed upon 
him, not on!y without equity, but beyond his 
ability. The gonfalonicr could make no refiftance 
to this popular fury, vvhich had now got the afcen-
dant-, the great council, and their three months 
men the fignori, governed wirhout controul; and 
becaufe they could not glut their vengeanee upon 
the perfons of the Medici, they touk the images 
in wax of the popes Leo the Tenth, and Clement 
the Seventh, and fcourged and deftroyed them¡ 
and the magiftrates themfeives were fuppofed to 
have excited the youths who were guilty of this 
outrage, fo indecent in a catholic city : at leaft no 
meafures were taken to fupprefs or to punifh tht 
riottrs. An order was given by the magiftrates, 
thre eight of the balia, that the arms and enfigns 
of the Medici íhould be taken down in every 
place in the city and country, publie and private, 
even in the private houfes of the family, even 
from the monuments over their tombs. All this 
was done, and many other invafions of their 
private ptoperty committed, in dire£b contempt 
of the capituiation made with cardinal Cortona 
and the Magnificr-nt Hippolito, when they re-
figned the authority of their balia, and voluntarily 
left the ftate to the people. It is aftoniíhing that 
the people theinfeives fhould not have recolleéted, 
that this courage had come into their hearts only 
from the prefent calamity of the pope, which 
might loon be at an end, and themfelves made to 
feel the confequences oi their prefent folly : but 
in fuch a tumult of popular paffions there is never 
any refleftion, prudence, or forefight. All thefc 
things happened in the firft months of the new 
government, while the pope was in the power of 
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the imperialííts, a prifoner in the caftle of St. An­
gelo. The plague was now in Florence, and it 
was difficuk to afTemble the councils, efpecially 
the greater council; a law was therefore made, 
that for the creation of officers, and the expedi-
tio» of prívate petitions, the number of the 
greater council neceffary to be prefent fhould be 
oniy four hundred; but for the creation of the 
fignori, the coileges, the ten of war, and the 
eight of the balia, the number of eight hundred 
muir, be full, as well as at the paífing of new laws, 
and theimpofition of new taxes. 

In December, the pope accommodated his af-
fairs with the emperor, obcained his liberty, 
and retired to Orvieto for his greater fecurity. 
This event increafed the number of opponents 
to the prefent government in Florence, and 
brought again into reputation thofe who had en-
joyed it under the Medici. Two faclions now 
broke out in the city. The rivals of Capponi 
began to raife their heads; and endeavoured to 
render unpopular not only the friends of the 
Medici, but Capponi, and all thofe who had en­
deavoured to unite all parties for the general 
tranquillity. Carducci, A. Strozzi, and Sodorini, 
now formed a triurnvirate, at the head of one fac-
tion, againíl Capponi and his adherents; and the 
young men and more active partifans of each 
íide armed ihemfelves, both under the pretence 
of defending the palace. This guard, thus com-
pofed of two parties, could not be united, and 
gave much trouble to the gonfalonier. The pope 
at this time made Hippolito a cardinal. A íati-
rical libel was compoled, printed at Siena, and 
fcattered all over Florence, in which a picture was 
drawn of fuch a gonfalonier as would be fuitable 
to the prefent conjuníture ¡ but it was in all 
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things oppofite to the chara&er of Capponi, and 
yerymuch refembled Carducci. Thisdevice ex-
cited much licentious converfation in the city 
againft Capponi, and many projefts of a new 
gonfalonier at the approaching election. Theie 
canvafllngs drove Capponi to a curious expedient 
to obtain his eleftion. H e had always maintained 
a good character with thc htlends oí Savanarola 
the prophet, and in this time of the plague all 
men were ferioufiy indined, and che fuperftitinus 
began again to be frantic. Niccolo took an op-
portunity, in the greater council, to makean ora-
tion upon the times, in which, by the aid of a 
retentive memory, he repeated, almoíf. word by 
word, one of the moíl terrible iermons of Sava-
narola, which predifted fo many fcourges to Italy 
and to Florence, and, after fo much deftruction, 
fiích felicity to the Florentine people; and endea-
voured to fhew, that the times thus predicted 
were arrived. In the comfe of his harangue he 
wrought himfelf up to a fervour of enthufiafm, 
fell upon his kñees before the whole afTembly, 
and cried with a loud voice to God Almighty 
for mercy. His enthufiafm fpread like a conta­
gión, and the whole afTembly fell upon their knees 
after his example,. and cried out with a voice like 
thunderj " Miferacordia !" as they had been ufed 
fometimes to do when attending fome of the raofl: 
dreadful of Savanarola's lectures j and to com­
plete his artífice, or his frenfy, he perfuaded the 
people, in commemoration of the tribulations, 
chaítifements, and judgements of God, and the 
better to fecure the felicity promifed by Savana-
rola, that they ought to ele¿t, for the peculiar 
king of the people of Florence, Jefus the Re-
deemer; and, as Savanarola had faid in fome of 
his fermons, that they ought to bear the enfigns 

of 
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of Chrift, and the glorious name of Jefas, over 
the gates of the palace. The propofition [was 
made in council, as íbon as the gonfalonier had 
finifhed his oration, that Chrift íhould be their 
king, becaufe, according to St. Paul, God had 
conñituted him heir of all things; and Nerli, 
who fays he was prefent among fo many hundreds 
of citizens, declares, that there were not more 
than twenty * white "beans, or votes, againft the 
propofition, when it was determined by ballot. 
Capponi, by this proceeding, made fuch an im-
preíTion upon all orders, and gained fo many par-
tiíans, that, notwithílanding all the combinations 
of the families of his competitors, he carried his 
eleclion in June 1528. 

1528- In 1528 began to be difcovered, for they were 
no longer capable of diffimulation, the pope's 
profound projeéts,f hitherto concealed with great 
art. An ardent defire of reítoring to his family 
their grandeur in Florence was deeply rankling 
in his mind; yet, by an hypocrify, too natural 
to that as well as every other kind of ambition, 
he endeavoured, by public declararioris in the 
inoft unequivocal terms, to perfuade the Floren-
tints that nothingwas further from his thoughts ; 
that he only defired the republic to acknowledge 
him as pontifí", as all other princes and fovereigns 
had done, and that they would not perfecute 

* Últimamente fece paffare una provifione, nel configli» 
jrande, fopra di tutte 1' altre notabiliffima in quefto genere & 
pietá, per la quale fu eletto Geíu Chrifto íignor noftro per re 
della citta noftra, con tutti i fufFrage di quel popólo, eccetto 
che di 26, che tal decreto non approvarono. Era '1 titolo di 
«ruefta legge fcritto íopra la porta del palazzo de fignori, in 
léttere d'óro, che dichevano G. H. S. X. P. S. Rex populi 
Flor. S. P. Q. F. Confeníu dedaratus annon, menie die. 
Varchi,p. tz2. Segni Vita di Capponi, p. 19. 

•f- Guicchiardini, lib. xix. Nerli, lib.viii. p . 172. 
in 
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in their prívate affairs his connections, ñor take 
away the enfigns and ornaments which belonged 
to his family. With a commiffion to this pur-
pofe he had fent a Florentine prelate as his am­
baffador t» Florence; but as he had not obtained 
an audience, he folicited, through the médium of 
the king of France, that they would fend m 
embafly to him, earneftly endeavouring to remove 
all their fcifpicions, and by all appearances of can-
dour, franknefs, and familiarity in his dealing» 
with thein, to difpofe them to fall in with his in-
fidious defigns. As all thefe devices proved un-
íuccefsful, he exerted himfelf to perfuade Lau-
trech, that as thoíé who governed in Siena were 
dependents on the emperor, it would be ufeful to 
his affairs to reftore Fabio Petrucci to that city; 
but Lautrech, from the oppofition of the Flo-
rentines, would not engage in it. Failing in this 
way, he laboured in fecret with Pirro, who com-
plained of grievances againfl: the Sienefe, that with 
eight hundred men, and fome exiles from Chiufi, 
he íhould feize upon that territory, and endeavour 
by that means to govern Siena: but the Fioren-
tines infinuating to the French ambaffador, the 
vifcount de Turenne, that thc pope aimed at 
nothing but diíturbing Florence by the means of 
Siena, the ambaffador perfuaded him to give up 
the movement to Chiufi-

Capponi, the gonfalonier, held at this time * 
with the pope a correfpondence, by means of 
Jacobo Salvati, by which the pope intended in 
time, and with patience, to overeóme all diffkul-
ties, and obtain the reftoration of his family ; but 
íhe gonfalonier intended only to amufe the pope, 

* Ncrli,p. 172, 173, 
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and prevent him frorn undertaking any enterprife 
againft the city with forcé. Thüs both parties 
hoped to gain the advantage of time- Capponí 
gave hopes to the pope, that the city might be 
difpofed to agree with *him, as they had been 
ufed todo with other pontiffs, provided his holi-
nefs would content himfelf to leave in it the quiet 
cnjoyment of its Hberty. This correfpondence, 
though condufted witli fecrecy to avoid fufpicion, 
was communicated, however, to feveral of the 
firft citizens in the government. Jacobo Aia-
manni, though he knew the correfpondence was 
conduíted with the privityofthe government and 
for the good of the ftate, was excited by the 
competitors of the gonfalonier to feize with vio-
lence Serragli, who had been fent by Salviati upon 
the bufmefs, and a great clamour was excited 
againíl the gonfalonier: freíh libéis were pub-
lifhed, and oíd ones reprinted; the young men 
were again excited tumukuouíly to demand arms, 
enfigns, and officers, to be elected by themfelves ; 
and the triumvirate prevailed fo far as to have a 
new ordinance for the militia, by which an imbor-
fation íhould be made of the young foldiers, and 
from time to time a nurnber drawn, to keep the 
guard of the palace. This was no better than 
making the government prifoners to the oppofi-
tion. Alamanni at length proceeded to fuch 
violence, tumult, and outrage againft the gon­
falonier, that the fignori, who, by the greater 
council were authorized to defend the palace, 
were obliged, in order to fupprefs this armed 
fedition, to order him to be feizcd : he attempted 
to fty, but was made prifoner, condemned, and 
beheaded. This punilhment excited frefh cla-
tnours againft the gonfalonier, efpecially among 
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the young- foldiers, who now reproached their 
own leaders, the triumvirate, for having concurred 
m the fentence, altfaough they had ftimulated 
under-hand the offence. Perbaps, to remove Car­
ducen and Strozzi out of the way of giving 
further difturbance to the government, the firít 
was appointed ambaíTador to France, and the 
fecond to Venicc Both declined the employment; 
but as the laws would not permit any citizen to 
renounce an embafiy without aüedgingjuft impe-
diments, to be approved by the fignori and col­
iges, they applied to be excufed; but their 
reafons were not admitted, and they fell under 
the puniíhment of admonition and other heavy 
penakies. Their arguments before the fignori 
and colleges onry ferved to divide ftill more and 
diflxacT: the publie councils. Carducci at laíi 
went to France much againft his will, but Strozzi 
was condemned and admonifhed ; and this agai» 
alienated many friends from the gonfalonier, and. 
weakened ftill further his party. But many grew 
weary of the endlefs confuíions and anxieties arif-
ing from this government in one center, and that 
center the nation. Thofe who had been inrepu-
tation in the rime of the Medici began to recover 
credit, and the raótion of the triumvirate loíl 
ground. The young men too were divided, fome 
warmly attached to the gonfalonier, and others as 
zealous againft him, efpecially thofe who reíented 
the puniíhment of Alamanni. The gonfalonier, 
trufting to a good confeience and upright inten-
tions, proceeded% his negociations with the pope, 
wich the participation of his principal colieagues 
in government; and this he thought the more 
neceflary, fince the ruin of the French army near 
Naples made him fufpecl: that the pope would 
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2o6 Florence. 

recosióle himfelf with the emperor; and indced 
the pope at this time,* under a countenance of 
exquifne diíTimulation, had all his thoughts taken 
up with the recovery of the government of Flo­
rence, ílill amufing the French ambaffadors and 
the other confederates with various negociations, 
and fpecious hopes of his adherí ng to the league. 
Nevertbelefs, moved partly by ihe dread of the 
grandeur of the emperor, and the fuccefs of his 
enterprifes, and partly by the hopes of inducing 
him more eafily than he could the king of France 
to affift him in the reftoration of his family to 
Florence, he had a üronger inclination to the 
emperor than to the king: to facilitare this de-
fign, he moreover moít earneítly defired to draw 
to his devoción the ítate of Perugia; to which cnd 
he was believed to fck*;e ltimul.ued Braccio Bag-
lione, who conftantly attempted new difturbances 
in that neighbourhoad. 

1529. lri this conjunfture a freíh altercation happen-
ed in Florence, to the great misfortune of the 
government,t againft Capponi, at the end of the 
fecond year of his magiftracy, excited principally 
by the envy of fome or the principal citizens, who 
availed themfelves of the jealoufies ar.d ignorance 
of the multitude. The gonfalonier in all his ad-
miniftration, as well as in this correfpondence, had 
two principal points in view ; to defcnd againft 
freíh attacks of envy or refentment thofe who 
had been placed in honour by the Medici, and 
even to communicate to them, <n common with 
the odier citizens, the honours and councils of the 
public; and in things of no moment to liberty, 
not to exafperate the fpirit of the pope. Thefe 

* Guicchiardini, üb. xix. p. 170, edit. Venet. i$74-
Jíerli, p. 179. 

•̂  Guicchardinijlib. 3tix. Nerli, p. 179. 
points 
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points were bcth of great utility co the republic, 
becaufe manyof thofe who had been perfecuted as 
enemies of the government, fiadingthemfelves ir» 
fafety, would have joined heartily with the others 
to defend it 5 and becaufe the pontifF, though he 
eagerly defired the return of his family, would, if 
no frefli provocations were given him, have kís 
incitements to precipitation, and lefs grounds for 
thofe complaints he was continually making to 
other princes. But to this policy was oppofed 
the ambition of many, who knowing that they 
íhould be farther from a fliare in the government, 
or have lefs influence in it, if the friends of the 
Medid, men undoubtedly of more experience and 
merit, were in it, minded no other bufinefs than 
that of filling the multitude with fufpicions of the 
pope and his partyj calumniating the gonfalonier, 
that he might not obtain the prolongation of his 
magiílracy for the third year, as not having a fuf-
ficient hatred againft the Medici. Capponi, un-
moved at thefe flanders, and thinking it very ne* 
cefiary that the pope íhould not be provoked, en-
tertained him with letters and private meffages, 
as before related; a pra¿tice which was begun 
and continued with the knowledge and approba» 
tion of the principal citizens in adminiftration, 
and with no other end than to divert the pope 
from taking lome violent meafures. As fortune 
would have it, having dropped by accident and 
incautiouíly in the council chamber a letter from 
Rome, in which were fome words capable of ex-
citing fufpicion in fuch as were uninformed of 
the original and foundation of the correfpon-
dence, it fell into the hands of J acebo Gher-
ardi, one of thofe who had feacs in the fu-
preme council, and were moft bitter againft the 
gonfalonier j certain feditious young men rofe in 
arms and feized the palace, retaining the gonfalo-

YOL. II . O nier 
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nier in cuftody, and calling together the magif-
trates and a mukitude of citizens, tumultuoufly 
deliberated and refolved that he Ihoili be de-
prived of his office j * which decifion was confirm-
ed by the larger council. Capponi was rendered 
incapable; and it was ordained that the gonfalo-
nier íhould be for the future but for one year, and 
that his falary íhould be reduced one-half. The 
oppofition of the triumvirate had fo turned the 
brains of the people by their intrigues, that a great 
change was made in the government, and Fran-
cifco Carducci, a man proved by his paft life, by 
hisconditionandhisdepraved views, to beunwor-
thy of fo great an honour, was chofen in his place. 
Capponi was brought to his trial, and defended 
himfelf with fuch eloquence and ability, and íhew-
ed fo clearly that his condu£t, inftead of being cri­
minal, had been di&ated by the principal perfons 
in government, and rríerely for the public good, 
that he was acquitted with honour, and accom-
panied home to his palace by almoft all the no-
bility. Upon the privation of Capponi, the pope 
no longer entertaining any hopes but from forcé, 
fent the archbiíhop of Capua in great hafte to the 
emperor, and, as Capponi had forefeen, agrees to 
almoft any terms that were demanded of him, in 
confideration of having his family reflored to Flo-
rence, and a natural daughter of the emperor 
given in marriage to his nephew Alexander de 
Medici, the fon of Lorenzo, late dulce of Urbino, 
whom the pope intended to inveft with the fecular 
grandeur of his houfe, becaufe that fome time be-
ibre, when he was Gck and in danger of death, he 
had made Hippolito, the fon of Giuliano, a cardi­
nal. The emperor ftipulated to give twenty tbou-

* Guicchiardin, lib. xbc. Nerii, p. 180. 
fand 

i 



Guicchiardin and Nerli. 2 0 9 

fand ducats a year with his daughter, and tb rem­
ítate the pope in the poflTeííion of Cervia, Raven-
na, Modena, Raggio, and Rubiera. And thus, by 
their continual faftions and divifions, the citizens 
ofFlorence found they had difgufted both the 
king of France and the emperor: and thus ic 
ufually happens when fmall republics and pmy 
priíices intermeddle in the wars of great monarchs; 
the one in alliance thinks himfelf ilJ ferved, while 
the other who is in enmity is moft grievoufly 
offended, and vows revenge.* 

The particulars of the negociations at Cam-
bray; the contradi&ory reprefentauons of their 
two ambaffadors, Carducci and Cavalcanti, who 
were of difFerent parties ; the propoiitions of an 
accommodation with the emperor, made by the 
prince Doria through Louis Allamanni, and the 
reje&ion of them by the influence of Franciib 
Carducci, the new gonfalonier, and thofe citizens 
who were moft jealous of the Medici and their 
party, are too tedious to relate, though they were 
rejeited, and confequendy the repubiic ruined, by 
the confufed method of treating of foreign afFairs 
in a numerous and mixed aflembly, according to 
the new conftitution. The emperor now arrives 
in perfon from Spain, and all the ftates of ltaly 
fent ambaffadors to pay him their refpe&s, except 
Florence. The triumvirate, with their new gon* 
falonier, were afraid that either íbme of the old 
friends of the Medici, or fome of the friends of 
Capponi, who was at the head of the tniddle or 
neutral party, as ic was called, would be feot, and 
by this means come again into reputation; to pre-
vent which they not only rifked trie emperor's re-
íentment, but deprived themfelvcs of the means of 

* Nerli, p. 184. 
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obtaining intelligence of any intrigue that might 
be begun between the pope and him. They fet 
on foot, however, in order, as it was pretended, to 
unite the citizens, a fubfcription and an oath, to 
maintain the prefent popular govemment: but 
although the fubicription was publicly opened in 
a book in the greater council, many refpettable ci­
tizens would not fubfcribe, as they knew it to be 
impoflible to unite the citizens cordially in fuch 
a plan. The animofities of party grew warmer, 
and Pazzi, a friend of Capponi, of a very refpect-
able charaéter, was accufed of uttering feditious 
words. Tríe profecution occafioned great heat; 
Pazzi was tried and acquitted, and Rinieri would 
have been imprifoned for his falfe accufation, if the 
gonfalonier and his party had not fcreened him 
from juftice. In this manner did the gonfalonier, 
to increafe his authority, and to make himfelf 
feared, feek every opportunity, and employ every 
means, to deprefs his adverfaries; and if he had 
fucceeded againft Pazzi, he intended to have 
purfued others with ftill greater animofity. 

About the middle of Auguft, the emperor ar-
rives in Genoa, and all the reft of Italy fending 
him ambafíadors, a freíh effbrt was made in Flo-
rence; and, as it coukl not now be prevented, the 

fonfalonier conceived another advice to defeat it. 
le prevailed to have the powers and inftructions 

fo confined, efpecially againft agreeing with the 
pope, that they could obtain no other anfwer from 
the emperor trian, " Firft accommodate your af-
fairs with his holinefs." But this was not all the 
evil: in fuch governments nothing can be done, 
with any degree of fatisfafbion to the public, but 
by gratifying every party ; if one clamorous fac-
tion is left to excite a cry, all is confufion. Upon 
this occafion four ambalíadors had been appoint-
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ed, Strozzi, Capponi, Sodorini, and Girolami, 
who could no inore agree among themfelves 
than with the emperor or the pope. They could 
never agree in writing their difpacches. Sodirini 
and Girolami, to maintain their city in the French 
intereft, and in its obftinacy not to agree with the 
pope in any manner, would not concur with Stroz­
zi and Capponi in writing clearly and plainly what 
the emperor had faid to them. In Septembe-, 
the united armies of the pope and the emperor 
refolved on taking pofleffion of Perugia, and the 
pope gave notice to Malatefta Baglioni to depart 
from that city. Malatefta demands of Florence 
men and money tó defend it. In order to give 
the moft pointed offence to the pope, and to 
make their defiance the more confpicuous, they 
affeéted to extend it not only to his perfon but to 
the pontifical fee. They refolved in Florence to 
fend three thoufand men to the aid of Malatefta, 
to prevent the church from recovering one of its 
principal territories; but with all this affiftance, 
Malatefta was driven outof Perugia, and marched 
to Florence, in confequence of an order from the 
gonfalonier, without the knowledge of the figno-
ri, or council of ten, and againft their judgements» 
as weÜ as the general fenfe of the citizens, who 
almoft unanimoufly defired an accommodatioa 
with the pope. A clamour now arofe againft the 
gonfalonier and his friends, which obliged them 
to cali to council many citizens of the other par-
ties, whom they had long neglefted, who carried 
a refolution to fend other ambaíTadors to the pope 
with more ampie powers ofaccommodation. Bur. 
the gonfalonier had fubcilty enough to defeat 
this refolution, akhough it had been taken with, 
very generalfatisfa&ion, by delaying the commif-
íion j and proceeded to take meaiures for the de^ 
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fence of the city againft the confederated army. 
Many of the principal citizens, alarmed at thefe 
delays, harangued freely in council in favour of 
an accommodation ; but thefe were infuked in the 
ftreet by the youth of the gonfalonier's party, for 
their freedom of fpeech in counciL This occa-
fioned a public complaint, and ib much general 
indignation, that the gonfalonier was obüged to 
givc way, and difpatch the ambafiadois wich full 
powers : but he had ftiil the art to delay the de-
liberations in council upon the terms of accom~ 
modacion. The ambafladors met wkh fome dif-
ficulty to find the pope, and coukl not agree 
among themfelves. Sodorini goes to Lucca; 
Strozzi to Venice; Capponi refolves to return to 
Florence, and labour openly and decidedly to per-
liiade his fellow-citizens into an accommodation, 
and Girolami returns to oppofe him.* Capponi 
is taken fick, and dies at Carfagnana; Girolami, 
therefore, had a larger field opened to his -j- ambi-
tion to be gonfalonier, to which end he accom-
inodated his diicourfe varioufly to different par-

ties 

* Segni, Vita di Niccolo Capponi, p. 42: 
t Jnfra le cagione, atte a rovinare la repubblica, una, C 

pon la manco fono i cittadini, che favoriti, e fattifi capi del 
popólo, mentreche ora per ritenere quella grandezza, e ora 
per racquiftarla, ceicano di fare ogni cofa, che piace alia mol-
titndine, ne s'avveggono, che diffruggono quella liberta: e 
quefto econfermato, conmoltiefempi dell'anticherepubbliche 
della Grecia, e pin modernamente con queUi della Romana 
dove fi vede, a chi cpnfidera quelle ftorie con buono guidi-
zio, i cittadini prpo'.ari, effere ftati pin cagione della fuá ro* 
vina, che quegli, che favorivano i'autoritá del fenato, Sien-
xnidi ció ttfhmonio in prima i Gracchi, di poi Mario, e 
Cefare ultimamente, i quali febbene con onefte cagioni di 
foltevare il popólo grafio, cercarono di compiacergli, ebbono 
nondimanco fotto queflopretefronedefim&uafcoftoil veleno, 
che eftinte apppco quella república. ííon é dubbiq, che, 
leggenco quefta floria, fi potra conchiudei e quéfto medefimo, 
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ties of the citizens: from thofe whom he 
to be defirous of peace, he difguifed his fenti-
ments, and concealed his late conduít; to the 
neutral party he propofed, that the city íhould 
ftand upon its defence, and make the beft prepa-
rations for it, but be ready to receive, or even to 
propofe, any reafonable terms of accommodation 
on the firft favourable opportunity; but with the 
faction of the gonfalonier, knowing their refolu-
tion to be fixed to lee the city perifh rather than 
yield to any accommodation, he opened himfelf in 
prívate without referve, and declared himfelf de-
voted to their fyftem. It is the general opinión 
of hiflorians, as well as of Segni, "that the di-
" vifions of the citizens into parties under the 
" triumvirate, and afterwards of thofe períbns of 
" middle rank, who, by means of their difcords, 
" carne after them into power, as Carducci, Caf-
** tiglione, and others, were the true caufe of the 
" lofs of their libertiesj for thefe perfons, though 
" few in number, among a people jealous of their 
" liberties, and full of parties and various hu-
" mours, found it eafy to agítate their fellow-
" cicizens in lo violent a manner, as to make 
" them refolve upon fuftaining a fiege, and to 
" render the defence glorious. And al though it 
" is not denied that the pope gave a provocation 
" to this, and would have tried every method to 
" recover Florence, yet the difficulties were fo 
" great, that it is not doubted he would have 
" been contented with reafonable conditions, ra-
" ther than venture on lo atrocious and fo impi-
" ous a war." 

che i capí del popóla, Sodorini, Strozzi, Carducci, mentreche 
opponendofi a Niccolo Capponi, per farfi piu grandi, e venire 
in piu grazia, indebolirona afai quql goverao. Segni, Storie, 
lib. iv. p. loa. 
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We pafs over all the marches of ai mies, andf 
intrigues of negociador» between the king of 
France, the emperor, the pope, the Venetians, 
&c. which occured before the fifth of October, 

1529. 1529, vvhen the prince of Orange advanced be­
fore Florence, and laid fiege to the city, which 
was now well fortified, and contained a ftrong 
garrifori. Valori was fent by the pope as his 
commiíTary to the army, and with him went a 
large number of Florentine exiles (of whom there 
was always a multitude fcattered and wandering 
about all Italy, and waiting for the motion of 
troubled watcrs) who now joined the united army 
of the pope and emperor. As thefehad relations 
and conneétions in the city, an alarm was excited ; 
and, to intimídate every one from the thoüghts of 
an accommodation, the fignori refolved that five-
and-twenty citizens íhould be declared fufpefted 
of difaff'eélion to the popular government, and 
confincd in <he palace urider a ftrong guard : and, 
to complete their plan of terror againft any one 
Who might fpeak of an accommodation, they cut 
ofFthe head of Cario Cocchi, for faying that ic 
vvould be better to reftore the Medici than to ha-
2ard the war, and for talking of a pariiamenr, 
l'here is not in the whole hiltory a fa¿t more cu-
rious than this, as ít lets us into the true charac-
rer of chis governtrrent. It was always called the 
popular government, but it was really an arif-
tocracy ; and the members of it dreaded an affem-
bly or convention of the people,* which they 

called 

* E per daré piü fpavento, c per mettere piu terrore, a 
cht pur ancora volefle ragionare d'accordo, preiero certa oc-
caiione contro a Cario Cocchi íopra una querela, par la quale 
era Cario accufato, ch' egli aveife detto, quando fi ragionava 
largemente, e uiolto überamentea^l'* niverfale del! accordo, 

cbc 
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called a parliament, as much as they did trie Me­
did : and foon after, the fame fentence and execu-
tion was pafifed upon Fra. Rigogolo, for daring to 
fpeak of an accommodation.* And by thefe arts 
and means did this ariftocratical tyrant, the gon-
falonier, fpread fuch a terror among the citizens, 
that no man dared to oppofe his will; and he ob-
tained and exercifed more power than the magif-
trates, the cabal (pratiche), the ordinary councH, 
or the laws; and he ufed it accordingly in the 
moft arbitrary manner, in raifing money by vari-
ous ¡Ilegal meafures, by difcarding magiftrates and 
diííblving councils at his pleafure, and in doing all 
other things that an unbridled defpot could do. 
It would be tedious, anditis unneceffary to relate 
all the particulars of his- arbitrary conducl; of the 
affaults and fallies, in one of which the prince of 
Orange was killed : the hopes, fears, deliberations, 
diftreíTes, and famine of a fiege, which does infi­
nite diíhonour to this pope, who had no right to 
fubjecT: the city; and of a defence which was 
made by the obftinacy of an ariftocratical junto 
for purpofes of ambition, equally reprehenfible, 
though coloured with a pretence of a popular go-
vernment, but which was by no means conduéled 
by the fpirit of liberty, or upon any principie of 
a free people: on the contrary, it was condufted, 

cbefujfe piutofto da voler rlmettere i Medid, che afpettare la 
guerra, e conteneva la querela, che Cario in un certo moda 
avefle in quel fuo parlare mefcolato anche il nome tanto odi­
ólo al governo popolare del parlamente. Nerli, lib. ix. 
p. 199. 

* Onde meflbno tale fpavenlo, e tanto terrore nell' uní-, 
verfate percagione, de cittadini foftenuti e per quelle efecu-
tioni, che s'erano fatte, chi piu non era rimafo in Firenze chi 
puré ardiffe non folo parlare dell' accordo, o della guerra, 
ma non era anche chi avefle iñ animo a contraorfi a quelb¡ 
della fetta del gonfaloniere in cofa alcuna. Nerli, p. 199. 
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from firft to laft, without rcgard to any faw or 
conftitution, and againft the fenfe oí a grcat ma-
jority of the people. The defence was fuflained 
from October to Auguft, on the ninth day of 

1530. which month, 1530, four ambafíadors were de-
puted to treat with Don Fernando da Gonzaga, 
niño, fince the death of Orange, had the chief 
command of the army, and the next day a con-
vention was concluded. The principal articles 
were, that the city fhould pay eight thoufand du-
cats for removing the army; that the pope and 
the city fhould give authority to the emperor to 
declare, within three months, what fhould be the 
form of government, " falva nondimeno la liber­
ta,"* with a refervation of liberty; that a pardon 
fhould be underftood, for every one, of all injuries 
done to the pope, his friends, and fervants j and 
that Malatefta fhould remain with two thoufand 
foot, for the guard of the city, until the emperor's 
declaration fhould arrive. It is made a queftion, 
whether the general who cornmanded in Florence 
was or was not a traitor to his caufe. Varchi is 
very fanguine in the affirmative, and produces 
letters in evidence; but the citizens and garrifon 
were reduced to fuch extremities for provifions, 
that they could not have held out three days 
longer. The pope, on his part, was not very 
anxious to fulfil his treaty. While the money was 

* In prirais, che la forma del governcabbia da ordinarfi, 
e ñabilirü dalla Maellá Cefarea infra quattro mefi proffimi 
TVrvenütiintenJendafifempre confervcttala liberta. Nerli,lib. xi. 
p. 144.—Intendendofi lempre, che fia confervata la liberta. 
"Varchij lib. xi. p. 429.—Che la citta rimaneffe libera nel 
modo che' ell' era, rimettendo folanaenti i Medicine tutti gli 
altri cittadini, fatte ribelle, da quel governo. Segni, p. 
125. NartK, lib. ix. p. 382. Muratori, Annal. tora. x. p. 
»13. anno. 1530. Laugier, Hift. de Veniie,lib. xxxv. tona. 
ix. p. 385. Guicchiardiai, lib. xix> 
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getting ready to pay ofF the army, Valori, the 
apoftolic commiffary, in concert with Malatefta, 
having called together the people in the piazza, 
according to the ancient cuftom oí the city, to 
make a parliament, the magiftrates and others 
conniving at it through fear, inftituted a new go­
vernment contrary tothe treaty, giving authority 
by this parliament to twelve citizens, who adhered 
to the Medici, to ordain, in their own manner, 
the conftitution of the city, who reduced it to that 
form which prevailed before the year 1527. The 
army received their money; the Italian ofEcers 
defrauded their foldiers, whom they difmiffed to 
feek their fortunes without their pay; the Spa-
niards and Germans marched into Siena, to new-
model the government of that city: and Malatefta 
returned to Perugia without any further declara-
tion from the emperor, and left the city of Flo-
rence at the arbitrary difpofition of the pontiff. 

Now began the punilhments of the citizens; for 
thofe in whofe hands the government was left, 
partly for the fecurity of the ftate, and partly by 
the hatred conceived againft the authors of lo 
great calamities, and the refentment of prívate 
injuries, but principally becaufe fuch was the in-
tention of the pope, brought the principal citi» 
zens concerned in the late government to a trial, 
and they were fentenced to death and executed; 
others were confined, without much regret, fym-
pathy, or pity, from any party: for the friends 
of Capponi, and all the real friends of liberty, 
regarded them as the caufes of preventing an ac-
commodarion, and the ruin of their country, whil» 
the Medici coníidered them as their bittereft ene-
mies. The pope fends the archbiíhop of Capua 
to take care of the government, who, by the 
pope's orders, and to give more general fatisfac-
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tion to the cítizens, caufes the balia to be ín* 
creafed in nümber to one hundred and thirty-fix, 
makes a general ferutiny for offices, reguktes com-
merce, makes a new imborfation of the fix ma-
giftrates, renews the purfes, and difpofes all other 
things according to his inelinations: but a quar-
íel arifes between the cardinal Hippolito de Me­
did and the duke Alexander, and a contention for 
'the íbvereignty of Florenee; but the pope and 
the emperor determine it in favour of Alex­
ander» 

1 5 S 1 , In JS3l t n e ordinance of the emperor arrived, 
and is formally accepted. Many of the beft citi-
zens, fome of whom had always been friends of 
the Medici, wkh great reluétance gave up the 
idea of a free government; they ftill foiicited 
the pope againíl reducing the republie to an ab-
íblute principality, but they eouíd not agree 
among themíelves: fome were for a dukedomji-
mitted only by couneils: others for reíloring the 
ftate to the form it was formerly in under the 
Medici: and others for a more rational diftribu-
tion of power. But the pope was determined, if 
he could, to make his family and friends fecure. 

1532. In 1532 thepope'sintentions were made known, 
and twelve citizens were appointed to reform the 
ftate; the fignori and the goníalonier were abo-
lifhed: a council of two hundred was created, and 
a fenate of forty-eight. The fenate of forty-eight 
was to have the whole legiflative and executive 
power, and the council of two hundred were 
merely to confider prívate petttions, and fuch 
things as íhould be referred to them by the fe­
nate. Four perfons, members of the fenate, were 
to be high counfellors of the duke, and Alexander 
and his heirs were made dukes, and heads of the 

fíate» 
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ftate. GuIcchiardirTs account is,* that the pope 
inrerpreted the article in the treaty, which had fti-
pulated pardon, not according to the fenfe, but 
the letter, not to comprehend crimes committed 
againft the ftate, but only injuries to the pope 
and his friends. Six of the principal delinquents 
were adjudged by the magiftrates to be beheaded, 
others to be imprifoned, and a great number ba-
niíhed. By thefe proceedings thecity was weak-
ened, and thofe who had been concerned ira the 
late troubles reduced to great neceíTities, and the 
power of the Medici became more free, more ab-
íblute, and almoft monarchical in Florence, which 
remained exhaufted of money by fo long and 
grievous a war, deprived within and without of 
many of its inhabitants, its houfes and propertv 
deftroyed abroad, and more than ever divided 
within itfelf; and this property was rendered yet 
morediftreffing, by the neceffity of procuring, for 
íeveral years, provifions from foreign countries, 
fince there had been no harvefts ñor feeds fown, 
The emperor, in declaring the form of govern-
ment, neglecting the falvo of liberty, pronounced, 
according to the very inftruc~tions the pope had 
fent him, that the city íhould be governed by the 
fame magiftrates as in the times when the Medici 
ruled it, and that Alexander, who was the pope's 
nephew, and his own fon-in-law, íhould be the 
head of the government, and be fucceeded by the 
children, defeendants, and neareft relations of the 
fame family. He reftored to the city all the pri-
vileges granted by himfelf or his predeceffors, 
but on condition to be forfeited whenever the 
citizens íhould make any attempt againft the 
grandeur of the family of Medici ¡ inferdng, 

* Cuicchiardini, lib. xx. 
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throughout the decree, words which Ihewed ít 
to befounded not only in the power conceded fo 
him by the people and the parties, but alfo on 
the imperial dignity and authority. The fpirit of 
fámilies, and the ambition peculiar to it, is, when 
once thoroughly enkindled, a raging fíame, extin-
guilhable only by death; every new gratificatiort 
of it is only a freíh addition of fuel to the burn-
ings. The paífion of Hercules, Csefar, and Ma-
homet, had now full pofleffion of Clement the 
Seventh j and the domination Ib perfidioufly ac-
quired over that noble city, where his aneeftors 
had laid the foundation of their power in a popu-
larity among the bafeft dregs of a mob, was nos 
fufficient fatiate it. The pontiff had fixed in 
his heart an ardent appetite for an alliance with 
France; his ambition and thirft for this kind of 
glory, which, inítead of being a virtue, is a de-
teftable vice, ftimulated him the more, that being 
only of a prívate famiíy, he had obtained for one 
natural fon a natural daughter of fo powerful an 
cmperor, he now hoped to procure for his legití­
mate niece a legitímate fon of a king of France; 
and he was not difcouraged from this pretenfion 
by the jealoufy that the king of France might 
form claims for his fon and daughter-in-law on 
the ftate of Florence. By various negociations 
he at Iength accomplilhed an interview with the 
king of France at Marfeilles. The pontiff ex-
crted his ufual diffimulation to perfuade all the 
world, that he went to this interview chiefly to 
finiíh the peace, to treat of an interprize againft 
the infidels, to reduce Henry the Eighth, king of 
England, to his duty: in íhort, with a fingíé 
view to the public good. But he could not con-
ceal his real motive, when he fent his niece on 
board the gallies which the king of France had 
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ordered, with the dulce of Albany, her únele, to 
Nizza. Thefe gallies, after havingeonduéted the 
lady to Nizza, returned to Pifa, and on the fourth 
of O&óber, 1532, took the pope, with many of IS31* 
his cardinals, and landed them in a few days at 
Marfeilles. He made his entry in form: the 
king dkl the fame. They lodged in the fame 
palace, and made mutual demonftrations of un-
common affeétion. The king, defirous of gatn-
ing the pope's heart, requefted him to fend for 
his niece to Marfeilbs, which the pope, though 
he pretended to treat firíl of publie affairs, moft 
cordially defired.* As Ibón as Catharine de Me­
did arrived, the marriage was celebrated with 
Henry, the fon of the king of France, and con-
fummated immediately, to the infinite joy of the 
pope, who, negociating with the king in perfon, 
completely gained his confidence and affe&ion. 

The pope returned from Marfeilles, and foon 
after, in 1534, he died. Alexander had taken iJ34-
effectual meafures todifarmall thecitizensofFlo-
rence, friends as well as enemies, and thought 
himfclf now fecure. Philip Strozzi, however, was 
highly dilgufted and provoked, both with the 
duke and pope, becaufe he had not been able 
to procure one of his fons to be made a cardinal, as 
his lady Clariffa had often promifed him; and be­
caufe two of his fons had been taken up, with 
fome other young gendemen, in the licence of a 
mafquerade, andeommitted to priíbnby the lieu-
tenant of the pólice, and becaufe of fome quarrel 
arilén between Peter his eldeft fon, and Salviati, a 
favourite of Alexander: in this difguft he went 
with his fons, as foon as he could obtain thejr 
Jiberty, to France. After the death of the pope, 

* Nerli, p. 270. 
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animofities increafed betvveen the duke Alexander 
and the cardinal Hippolito, and Philip Strozzi 
goes from France to Rome; and as great divi-
fions arofe in Florence, on accountof the difference 
between the duke and the cardinal, and their ne-
gociations withthe emperor, as had exifted under 
the former government. Hippolito, on ajourney 
to meet the emperor, though in high health and 
ftrength, is taken violently ill on the road, and 
dies, not without ítrong fufpicions of poifon. 
The death of the cardinal relieves the duke from 
all apprehenfions of his intrigues; but Philip 
Strozzi, and the exiles from Florence, began to 
think of hegociating with the emperor, and went 
to Naples to meet him. Alexander too goes to 
Naples : and there arofe great difputes before the 
emperor about the fbrmof government; Strozzi 
and the exiles endeavouring to obtain a reftora-
tion of that kind of freedom which had been en-
joyed formerly under the Medici. But Alexander 
marries the duchefs Margante, the emperor's 
daughter, and returns to Florence, leaving Strozzi 
and the exiles difáppointed.* Lorenzo di Pier-
franco de Medici had accompanied Alexander to 
this interview with the emperor at Naples, and 
there had entered into intímate friendíhip with 
Peter Strozzi f and the other Florentine exiles, 
and conceived that defign of aflaífinating his friend 
and patrón, which he afterwards executed with fo 
many circumftances of cool deliberaron, infidious 
malice, and execrable villany* He was a young 
Bobleman, in greater favour with the duke than 
any other. To him, after their return from Na-

* Nerli, p. a86. Segni, Kb. vü. p. 199. Adriani, Hift. 
¿i fuoi Tempi, p. 9. 
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pies toFlorcnce,were communicated all the duke's 
private amours, as well as all the moft important 
councils of the ftate; ánd the more effeélually 
to fecure his confidence, Lorenzo had aéled the 
partof fo active an inftrument, as to have drawn 
upon himíelf aii univerfal odíüm among all par-
ties in Florence, but particularly among the gran-
dees and nobles. At the fame time he held fecret 
intrigues and intelligence with Philip Strozzi,* 
and all the exiles abroad, and at home fo artfully 
aíFecled an averfion to arms and public affairs, and 
to be wholly devoted to his ftudies and his plea-
fures, that the duke and his coürtiers called 
him " The Philoíbpher."f Varchi infbtms us,^ 
that he received his informátion of this horrid ac-
tion from the only perfons who could be capable 
ofrelating the whole truthj becaufe they werethe 
only witneíTes of it* and agents in it j from Lo­
renzo himíelf in the city of Paluello, eight miles 
from Paduaj and from Scorónconcolo his con-
fident in the houíé of Strozzt in Venicé. 

Lorenzo was borrt in Florence, the z^d of 
March, 1514* the fon of Pierfrancefco di Lorenzo 
de Medici, grand nephew of Lorenzo¿ brother of 
Cofmo, ánd of Maria, the daughter of Tommaíó 
di Paolantonio Sodorini > a lády óf üncommon pru-
dence and benevolence, from whom¿ his father 
dying early, he was educated with confummate 
diligence and care i but he had no lboher acquir-
ed a knowledge of the claffics, in which his ge¿ 
niüs enabled him to make a raptd progrefe, than 
he was taken from the care of his mother ánd his 
tutor, and begün to dilcovef a reftlefs and infati-
able difpoQtion to plunge himíelf in vice, and lbon 

* Segflij p. tty f Ibid. p. ioo. 
% Varchij lib. xy. p¿ 587. 
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afterwards, in imitation of Philip Strozz¡,to make 
a jeft of every thing divine and human, and to 
aflbciate himfelf with perfons of bafe condition 
and charaéter, rather than with his equals. Theíe 
by continual flatteries, and fomenting his paffions, 
ied him into vice and folly of every kind, particu­
lar ly into all the extravagances of brutal appetite 
in his amours, refpefting neither fex, age, condi­
tion, or fecrecy. While he fought an intercourfe 
with all, he affetted to efteem none; yet he had 
an equally extravagant paflion for glory, and left 
no empirical artifice unattempted, in his words or 
acYions, by which he thought he could acquire a 
ñame, either of a gallant man or a íhrewd one. 
He was nimble and a&ive, rather lean than other-
wife, and for this reafon he affected to cali himfelf 
Lorenzino: he never laughed ; at moít he only 
fmiled. His air and adlion was more remai kable 
for grace than elegance, and his countenance was 
dark and melancholy. In the flower of his youth, 
although he was belov.ed beyoud meafure by the 
pope, Clement the Seventh, he had formed in his 
mind a projeft, as he faid himfelf, after he had 
killed the duke Alexander, to afíaífínate his holi-
nefs. He corrupted Francefco di Rafaello de Me-
dici, the rival of the pope, a youth of excellent 
erudición, and the moft promifing hopes, to fuch a 
degree of profligacy, that he feemed to be quite 
another charaéter, and becoming the derifion of 
the whole court of Rome, he was fent back, to 
avoid a greater dilgrace, as a madman, to Flo-
rence. At this time he fell into difgrace with the 
pope, and gave univerfal difguft to the Román 
people, by another reafon :—One morning, in the 
aren of Conftantine, and in otherplacd^f Rome, 
many ancient ftatues were found witnput their 
hea'ds, The pope was fo exafperated, that, not 
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thirikíng of Lorenzo, he gave orders, that whoever 
had done the mifchief, excepting only the cardinal 
de Medici, íhoüld, without procefs; trial, or delay, 
be hanged üp by thé neck. The cardinal was 
obliged to go (o the pope, and intercede for Lo­
renzo, as a young man¿ and paífíonátely fond, like 
all their anceftors, of fuch antiquities; but it was 
with difficulty he could appeafe thé indignation of 
the pope, who called him the infarriy and re* 
proach of the houfe of Médici. Lorenzo, how-
ever, was obliged to depart from Rome, with two 
public proclamations after himj one forbidding 
him to remain any longer in that city, and rhe 
Other promifing not only impunityj but rewards, to 
any dne who would kill him; and Francefco 
MoIza¿ a man of great eloquencej and celebrated 
for his khowledge of the Grecianj Román, and 
Tufcan literature, made a public oration againft 
him in the Román academy, in which he covered 
him with all the reproaches poffible. With all 
this infamy he returned to Florence, and began 
to make his court to the duke Alexander; and he 
underftood fo well the arts of hypocrify and flat-
tery, and counterfeited ib perfeétly án abfolute 
fubmiffion to him in all things, that he made him 
bdieve he was a faithful fpy upon the exiles 
abroad, holding at the fame time, ünder this fimu-
lation, fecret praétices with thefe fugitives, and 
every day íhewing letters received from them 
jointly or feverally. To remove evéry fufpicion 
of any daring enterprife, he affe&ed the charader 
of a coward, and would neither exercife in arms 
ñor wear them about him, fo that the duke took a 
pleafure in rallying him upon his pufillanimity. 
He affefted to be wholly devoted to books and 
ftudies, walked much alone, and appcared to have 
no ambition for honours, or defire of property, in 
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ib remarkable a manner, that they called him tfie 
philolbpher. He complied with the inclinations 
of the duke in all things, and favoured him in all 
occurrrnces, efpecially againft fignor Cofimo, his 
iecond coufin, againft whom he bore ar> unbound-
ed hatred, cither becaufe thcy were of different, or 
rather contrary chara&ers by nature, or by reafon 
o(a íaw-fuit of very great importance, which Cofi-
mo had inftituted againft him for the inheritance 
of their anceftors. By all thefe artífices the duke 
was deluded into a confidence in Lorenzo, fo per-
feftly fecure, that not contented with employing 
him as a pimp in his amours with all forts of wo-
men, religious as well as fecular, virgins, wives, or 
widows, noble or ignoble, young or oíd, he now 
engaged him to conduce to him a fifter of his own 
mother by the father's fide, a young lady of ad­
mirable beauty and equal modefty, who was the 
wife of Lionardo Ginori, who lived not far from 
the door of the back front of the palace of Me­
d i d Lorenzo, who waited only for a íitnilar op-
portunity, reprefented to him that the intrigue 
would be attended with diíEculty, though not from 
himfelf, for in one word all women were alike j 
and upon this occafion their profpe&s were the 
better, becaufe the huíband was at Naples, where 
he had fpent much of his fortune in difíipation. 
Although he had never dared to fpeak to the lady 
on the fubjec^he afrirmed to the duke that he had, 
and diat he hiaa found her very obílinate; but h» 
promifed that he would never ceafe to feduce her, 
by bribes, flatteries, and every fpecies of corrup-
tion, tintil he brought her to condefcend in all 
things to their will. In the mean while he went 
on entertaining, not only by his aétions but with 
words, one Michele del Tovalaccino, by means 
of the before-named Scoronconcolo, for whom he 
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liad procured a pardon for a murder he had com-
micted, though a reward had by proclamation 
been fet upon his head. T o thefe ruffians hc 
often complained of a certain intriguing períbn-
age at courr, who, without the fmalleft provoca-
rion, had bantered, flandered, and infulted him 
with his jokes upon all his words and aftions, but 
tbat in the name of God . At thefe words 
Scoronconcolo, perceiving his meaning, fuddenly 
cried, M Ñame him only, and let me alone to ma-
" nage him; he ihall never give you another ill 
" word or look." Hcrc the converfation ended 
for the preíent,but Scoronconcolo finding himfelf 
every day more and more carefied and loaded with 
favours by Lorenzo, at length preíled him 
more earneftly to name his enemy, and not to 
doubt of his being foon put out of his way. Lo­
renzo anfwered, *' Alas! no: it is a great favou-
" rite of the dulce, whoever it is." Scoroncon­
colo replied, in the language of a bully, *' I will 
" afiaffinate him if he were Chrift himfelf." Lo­
renzo then perceived that his defign had fucceed-
ed, and having invited him one day to dinncr, as 
he often did, notwithftanding the remonftrances 
of his mother, and the reproaches of the world, 
faid to him, "Courage! courage ! in that affair, 
'* which ypu promiíed me ío bravely ! I am furc 
" you wiH not íáil me; and I will never fail you, 
" at any time, in any thing in my power. I am 
** fatisfied and refolved, but wifh to find the means 
" of doing thc bufineís with a fure hand. I 
" will contrive to conduct him to a place where 
" there can be no danger, and have no doubt we 
** íhall fucceed." The fame night appeared to 
him to be the moft proper time, becaufe that fig-
nor Alexander Vitelli was abfent upon an excur-
fion to thc ciry of Caftello, and he took that op-
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portunity, after fupper, to whifper ín the ear ofthe 
duke, and to fay to him, that at laft, by thc pro.-
rnife of money, he had difpofed his aunt to com-
ply, and thercfore he muft watch his opportunity, 
and come alone, and yery cautioufly, into his 
chamber, taking particular care, for the honour of 
the lady, that np one Oiould fee hirn either enter or 
go our, and that he himfelf wQuld go irrimediately 
for her, It is certain that the duke, having put 
on a robe qf fatin lirted with fur, according tp 
tbe Neapolitan faibion, went out to walk with 
four ofhis courtiers, whom he foon difrpjfled, fay-
ing, he wiíhed to be alone, and foon after went to 
the chamber of Lorenzo, where he found a good 
fire, and he foon ungirded his fword, and threw 
himfelf down, on {he couch. Lorenzo fuddenly 
feized his fwprd, and winding haftily the belt round 
the hilt, fo that it migh,t not be ea,íily uníheathed, 
laid it at the head of the duke, behind his pil-
Jow, and advifed him p repofe himfelf; fecnres 
pne door, that rjo one might come in, and goes 
out at the other to fjnd Scpronconcolo, and fays 
to him in a tranfport of joy, " J4y dear brother, 
" now is the moment! 1 haye íhut up in my cham-
" ber that enemy of mine, a,nd He is faft afleep." 
" Let us go," fays Scoronconcolp; and when they 
were on the broad ftair afcending to the cham­
ber, Lorenzo tqrns about and fays, " Don'c mind 
" whether it is, a friend of T,he duke pj not, 
" mind you only to fecure his hands.M f? í will 
í* do it," replies his trufty friend, " if i{ is the 
" duke himfelf." " Eyery thing is fo prepared," 
fays Lorenzo with a joyftil cpuntenance, *! that he 
" cannot efcape from our hands j let us make 
" hafte." « Lef us gp," fays Scpronconcolo. 
Lorenzo lifted up the latch and let it fall again. 
4p the fccond attempt he entered, and cried outf 
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" Signor, are you afleep?" Having no anfwer to 
this queftion,at one thruft with his fword hepierced 
him through f rom^e to fide. This ftroke alone 
had been mortal, for paflíng through the reins, he 
had perforated the diaphragm which divides the 
upper ventricle, where are the heart and the other 
vital members, from the lower, where are the 
liver and the other members of nutrition and of 
generation. The duke, who eíther was afleep, or 
remained with his eyes íhut as if he had flept, re-
ceiving fuch a blow, leaped up on the bed, and 
threw himfelf backwards to fly towards the door, 
making ufe of a ftool which he had feized on for 
a íhield ; but Scoronconcolo, feizing anopportu-
nity, gave him a ftroke with a knife upon the vi-
fage, which laid open one of his temples, and cleav-
ed the greateft part of his left cheek ¡ and Loren­
zo havjng dragged him back upon the bed, held 
him reverfed, and bore upon his back with the 
whole weight of his body; and that he mightnoc 
cry out, attempted to ltop his mouth with his 
fingers, faying, « Sígnor, doubt not." Then 
the duke, affiíting himfelf as well as he could, feiz­
ed the fingers between his teeth, and bit them with 
fuch rage, that Lorenzo, having fell upon his 
back, and not being able to handle his fword, was 
obliged to cali out for help to Scoronconcolo, 
who running to his aid, and taking his aim fbme-
times on one fide, and then on the other, was not 
able to ftrike Alexander without ftriking firft or 
at the fame time Lorenzo, held faft by his arms 
and teeth. He then attempted to pierce him with 
the point of his fword between the legs of Loren­
zo ; but making no other impreflion than to bore 
the bed, he laid his hand on a knife, which he had 
by accident about him, and fixet^t in the throat of 
the duke, whom he butchered as if he had been a 
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bullock: he was already, however, very near ex-
piring from the effeéb of the firil blow, by which 
he had !oft fo much blood attio have overflown 
almoft the whole chamber.^^t ought not to be 
forgotten, that through the whole ofthis tragical 
fcene, while Lorenzo held him under, and he faw 
Scoronconcolo groping about him with his fword 
and knife to murder him, he never once com-
plained, or begged for mercy, or let go his hold 
of thofe fingers which he held firmly between his 
tceth, The duke, as foon as he was dead, flided 
off the bed upon the floor; but they took him up, 
all over befmeared with blood, and placed him 
again upon the bed, and covered him with the 
fame paviüon with which he had concealed him­
felf before he firft fell afleep, or made a íhew of 
being afleep, which, in the opinión of fome, he art-
fully did, becaufe, knowing himfelf unfkilful in 
the ceremonies of politenefs, and that the lady 
whom he expeéted was a miftrefs in elegant con-
verfation, he wiíhed to avoid in this manner the 
neceility of exchanging fine fpeeches with her. 
Lorenzo, after he had difpofcd of the duke, partly 
to fee whether they had been heard, and partly to 
recorer his fpirits, much exhaufted by fatigue, 
placed himfelf at one of the windows which over-
looked the broad ftreet. Some perfons in the 
houfe, particularly madam María, the mother of 
Colimo, had heard a noife, and a trampling of feet j 
but no one had arofe, becaufe Lorenzo with this 
view had for fome time befqre brought into this 
chamber companies of his comradés, drinking, 
rioting, and making a íhew of quarrelling, crying, 
out ," Murder! treafon! you have killed me!" and 
other exciamations of that kind. When Lorenr 
zo had repoíed Fhnfelf, he made Scoronconcola 
cali one of his fÓQtmen̂  named Frcccia, and íhow 
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him the dead body, which he recognized with fuch 
aíloniíhment and horror, that he was with diffi-
culty reftrained from alarming the whole houfe. 
To what purpofehe did this, he neither explained 
to the hiftorian, ñor was he able to conjeéture, 
unlefs it was upon the fame principie, that nothing 
which Lorenzo did, from the momcntofthe death 
of Alexander to the time of his own death, or 
many years afterwards in Venice, ever fucceeded, 
or appeared to be well judged. He took from 
Frar.cis ZifE, his maítre d'hotel, a fmall fum of 
money, all thai he had by him in caíh -, and tak-
ing with him the key of the chamber, goes out of 
the houfe with Scoronconcolo and Freccia, and 
having previoufly obtained from the bifhop of 
Marzi a licence for pofthorfes, under colour of 
going to his country feac of Cafaggiuolo, to fee 
Giuliano, his younger brother, who he pretended 
had written to him that he was at the point of 
death with the cholic, went direclly to Bologna, 
whefe he dreífed his fingers, which were found 
marked for life, and there related to Silvefter Al-
dobrandini, the judge, the whole tranfaétion : 
but the judge, thinking it a romantic fidlion, would 
not believe it, and very imprudently neglected to 
take any notice of it, until the arrival of the che-
valier Marfilia, who, with fome others, went in 
purfuk of Lorenzo. The latter, in great hade 
and fatigue, arrived at Venice on the Monday 
night, and informed Philip Strozzi, that under 
that key, which heheld out to him, he had locked 
up the duke Alexander, with his throat cut, and 
dead of many wounds. Philip very readily be-
lieved him, embraced him, and called him his 
Brutus, and promifed him that he would marry 
his two íbns, Peter and Robert, to his two íifters. 
Lorenzo excufed himfelf for not having aífembled 
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the people after the death of the duke, For thrce 
reaíons. One was, that there were at the houfe 
feveral other popular citizens; but this was never 
heard of ñor believed by any one. Another was, 
that he had left it in commifíion with Zeffo to 
open the chamber early in the morning, and go in 
queít of Giulian Capponi, and other citizens, lo-
vers of liberty, and tell them what they fhould find 
in it. Thirdly, that Scoronconcolo had not ceafed 
to ftirnulate him to depart, "faying to hjm every 
minute, ** Let us ízve ouríelves, we have done 
** but too much." But thus much is certain, that 
as r.o confpiracy was ever fo deliberately medi-
tated before the fa¿V, ñor more completely exe-
cuted, fo none was ever fo ftupidly and vilely 
conduéted after the fa£t; nor was there ever any 
one from whence refulted effe£te more contrary or 
more hurtful to the perpetrator, or fo profperous 
and profitable to his enemies, the fií ft of whom, 
without all controverfy, was the fignor Cofimo. 

" I will not difpute," fays Varchi, " whether 
this a<5t was cruel or compaffionate, commendable 
or blame-worthy, fince no man can refolve that 
queftion, and give a true anfwer to it, who does 
not know for what reafon, and to what end, Lo­
renzo was induced to commit it. If he was urged 
to fo great an enterprife not to obtain the go-
vernment of Florence, which, upon the death of 
the duke without legitímate deicendanis, would 
f.il! to him, but merely to deliver his country from 
a tyrant and reftore her liberty, as he affinned, I 
íhould think that no praifes that could be given 
him would be high enough, and no rewards could 
be beílowed upon him which would not be below 
his merit." Is it not aftoniíhing that fuch an hif-
torian fhould admit of a doubt, whether the mo­
tives of Lorenzo could be good ones ? Is it pof̂  
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fiblc to read his own hiftory, and not fee that this 
ftrugsle was merely between different branches of 
thefáme famiiy of Medid for the fovereignty, 
and that there was not a ray of public virtue or 
love of liberty left in any of them ? Strozzi, 
the rival family of Medici, had married a Media, 
and could not bear that Alexander íhould rule. 
His charader was too vile to be redeemed from 
infamy by his hypocritical affeftation of repubh-
can fimplicity, and his renouncing all titles but 
that of Philip; but he had great family connec, 
tions, and was countenanced by France, and there-
fore might poffibly recover his influence and power 
in Florence. This made it dangerous for the hii-
torian tp mark the conduór. of Lorenzo with that 
decided indignation which it merited. Some were 
of opinjon that he was moved to this aítion merely 
by the malice of his nature, and the depravity of 
hisowp heart} others thought that he ventured 
onthis díinger to cancel the ignommy of the two 
Román proclamations, and the oration made 
againft him by Molza; others thought him agi-
tatedfqlely by a defire to majte his ñame ímmor-
tal, an ardent paffion, thatwith all his cnmes and 
vjces had always incredibly tormented him. The 
ríght of a nat'ipn to depofe a tyrant, and t o d e -
ftroy him if he cannot be otherwife depofed, ís as 
clear as any oí our ideas of right or wrong. In 
the Román republip it was made an early and a 
fundamental law, by the ariftocratics however, 
rhat it íhould be not only lawful, but mentorious 
and gloriqus, to kill a tyrant; and Brutus there-
fore afted the exalted, part of the beft Citizen. 
But if the right qf fmgle citizens, when good and 
virtuous, and intending only the public good, to 
kill a tyrant was as clear as that of treading on 
the head of an adder, or hunting dewn a devour-

ing 
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ing wolf, it would by no means follow that one 
tyrant might claim a right to deftroy another, 
mereiy to take his place. The people of Florence 
were now ib totally devoted to the Medici family, 
that there was no party among them but what was 
headed by fome branch of i t : the blood of the 
Medici muft in all events govern them j and the 
difference between them was worth very lítele. 
Strozzi and Lorenzo were worfe than Alexander j 
and the only tolerably good man among them was 
Cofimo, whom they all hated, but whom Providence 
was pleaféd to cali to the government in this awful 
manner. The fiily tales of prognoílics, -the enthu-
iiafm of the difciples of Savanarola, and the confu-
fions and terrors among the principal people upon 
the firít fufpicion and final difcovery of the duke's 
deftiny, are not worth repeatiñg, The council of 
forty-eight were affembled, but were not agreed 
in opinión. Canigiani propofed, that in place of 
the deceafed duke, Guilio, his natural fon, fhould 
fucceed; but there was no other perfon prefent, 
who did not either fmile at his folly, or exprefs 
an indignation ; for befides that the child was not 
five years oíd, this was known to be the inclina-
tion and fecret motion of cardinal Cibi, Loren-
zo's brocher, who wifhed to be the tutor, and 
therefore governor of the city. After him was 
propofed the fignor Cofimo de Medici, who know-
ing nothing of what had happend, was at Mu-
gello, fifteen miles from Florence, at his country 
ieat oí Trebbio. At this nomination all appeared 
to be ftruck, and looking at one another, íeemed 
ready to accept it, every one knowing that Cofi­
mo was the next heir, after Lorenzo, according 
to the declaration of the emperor; but Palla 
Rucellai, without doubt in favour of Philip Stroz­
zi, to whom he was attached, oppofed warmly 
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this propofition, and faid, that fo many citizens, 
and of fuch coniequence, were abroad, that no-
thing of importance, efpecially fo great an affair, 
ought to bedetermined on; and notwithftanding 
all that was urged by Francefco Guicchiardini, and 
Francefco Vettori, he perfifted obftinately in his 
objeftions, and occafioned fomeconfufion in coun-
cil. At another day, however, Cofimo was ele&ed 
head of the commonwealth, accepted the truft, 
and behaved in it with fo much wifdom, that thofe 
who, from his modérate and compofed behaviour 
before, believed him to be poffefled of but mean 
abilities, were reftrained to confefs, that God 
had granted him difcretion with the dukedom. 

IntelJigence was fcattered throughout all Italy, 
with incredible celerity, of the death of Alexander; 
and, by all the Florentine exiles, the name of 
Lorenzo di Pierfrancefco de Medici was exalted in 
praifes to the íkies, not only as the parallel of 
Brutus, but gready furpaffing him. Varchi won-
ders that fo many citizens of fo great prudence, 
and efpecially Guicchiardini, who conduéted the 
whole of this eleclion, íhould have fuffered them-
felves to be fo far blinded and tranfported by their 
ambition or avarice, or both, as not to fee what 
they were about. Indeed, no man is ever to be 
praifed, perhaps never to be juítified, in confcnt-
ing to the furrender of a free government; and 
Guicchiardini appears much to blame for not en-
deavouring to new-model the commonwealth upon 
this occafion. But moft probably he knew, what 
Varchi himfelf confefles,* that the Fiorentines 
were at this time all either avaricious or ambi-
tious, and the major part of them proud, envious, 
and malicious ¡ and therefore that none of them 

* Varchi, p. 6$i. 
could 
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eouki be truflcd by him, or by eacb other. H<¿ 
probably believed that delay, or any attempt to 
reflore liberty or reform the conftitution, would 
Only give an opportunity toStrozzi, Lorenzo, and 
the exiles,to aflume the dukedom in reality^ under 
the alliance of France; he moreover probably 
thought it imponible, among an ignorant people, 
and ib many corrupt fa&ions, to amend the confti­
tution, and that a íovereignty iri one was preferible 
to their oíd fluctuáting ariftocfacy, difguifed under 
the ñame only of a popular ftate.—The exiles 
were ílill reftlefs, and endeavoured to excite frelh 
wars againft their country; but Cofimo, by his 
abilitits, addrefs, and aétivity, defended his au-
thority, and was afterwards confirmed, noc only 
as head of the ftate, but as duke and fovereign. 
And here ended the íhadow of a free government. 

Let me now requeft you, my dear Sir, to run 
over again, in yourown mind, this whole ftory of 
Florence, and aík yourfélf, whether it does not 
appear like a fatire, written with the exprefs and 
only purpofe of expofing to contempt, ridicule, 
and indignation, the idea of " A Qovernment in 
one Center," and the " Right Conftitution of a 
Gommonwealth ?" If you fufpe¿b that this mean 
fketch is in any degree varied, by prejudice, from 
the truth, read over any hiftorian of Florence, as 
Machiavel, Guicchiardin, Nerli, Nardi, Varchi, 
Villany, or Ammirato, and then fay, whether itis 
not a libel upon Turgot and Nedham. From the 
beginning to the end, it isonecontinued ftruggle 
between monarchy and ariftocracy; a continued 
íucceffion of combinations of two or three parties 
of noble, rich, or confpicuous families to deprefs 
the people on the one hand, and prevent an oli-
garchy, or a monarchy, from arifing up among 
themfelves on the other» Neither the firft family, 

ñor 
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nor any of the others their rivals, made any ac-
count of people, excepting now and then for a 
momerrt, for the purpofesof violence, fedition, and 
rcbellion : inílead of devifing any regular method 
for calling the people together, with a reafonable 
notification before-hand, of the time, place, and 
fubjed of deliberation, a little junto of principal 
citizens concert a plan in fecretamong themfelves, 
give notice previoufly to fuch as they pleafe, their 
own dependents and partifans, order the bells to 
be rung, and a little flock of their own creatures 
afíemble in the piazza. There the junto nomínate 
a dozen or a fcore of períbns for a balia, to reform. 
the ftate at their pleafure: no reafonable me­
thod of voting for them, no inftruclions given 
them; the people huzza, and all is over. What 
ideas are here of the rights of mankind ? what 
equality is here among the citizens ? what princi- " 
pie of national liberty is here refpected ? what 
method is this to obtain the national fenfe, the 
public voice ? Can this be called the voice of God ? 
When the balia is appointed, what is the queftion 
before them l Is there any inquiry how the go~ 
vernment can be made a fair, equal, and conftant 
reprefencation of the nation, and a fure inítrument 
for colle&ing the public wifdom ? The imborfa-
tions are made, and eight hundred ñames are put 
in the purfes. Thefe alone are citizens ¡ all the 
reft are to have no vote. Thefe appoint the fig­
nori, a fmall council, for the ordinary adminif-
tration, and the gonfalonier, who has no more 
power nor fo much dignity as a doge of Venice. 
The great council is the center in which all au-
thority is colledted, and he who had moft influ-
ence in ir, governed in reality, whoever were the 
fignori or the gonfalonier; confequently the coun­
cil and fignori too were always divided into par-

ties, 
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ties, at the head of whom were always two óf thé 
moft noted families ; and the only queftidn really 
was, which íhould be firft. As the waves and 
winds determined, fometimes one and fometimes 
another prevailed, and took vehgeance of their op-
ponents by baniíhments and confifcations. The 
executive power was fometimes managed by the 
íignori, and fometimes by the grand council: the 
judicial power was always the tool of the prevail-
ing faftion. Was the re one year, one moment in 
the whole hiftory, when the citizens could be truly 
faid to enjoy the bleffings of liberty, equality* 
íafety, and good order ? If you fix your eye upon 
any period, from the beginning to the end of the 
republic, and fuppofe the gonfalonier poflefied of 
the whole executive power, with a negative upon 
the legiflature, the fignori and grand council made 
feparate and independent branches of the legifla­
ture, though ele£ted periodically by the people, 
and the judges made during good behaviour, 
would not thofe terrible diforders have been pre-
vented ? The negative to the gonfalonier is not 
propofed, becaufe he is a wifer or a better man 
than others, but merely as a conftitut'tonal inftru* 
ment of felf-defer»ce j without it, he cannot de-
fend the legal authority which the conftitution has 
givenhim, but the executive power will be pared 
away, or wrefted out of his hands, by the en* 
croaching difpofition of human nature in the two 
houfes. íf he wantonly ufes his negative for 
other purpofes, a cafe that can rarely happen, a 
new gonfalonier mult be appointed; but if his 
minifter3 are made refponfible for the advice they 
give him, the two houfes will always have a re-
rnedy. An honeft reprefentative of the commons 
will always have another remedy, by withholding 
fupplies. 



Ás this account of Florence was introduced by 
fome reflecYions of a modern author, it cannot be 
concluded with more propriety than by ibme 
others from the fame able and liberal writer¿ Iri 
hisParallel of the Italian Republics of the mid-
dle Ages with thofe of ancient Italy, he fays,* 
" Whoever fhall read, in the Annals of the cities 
of Lombardy, and in the Chronicles of Tufcanyj 
how the people paffed fo frequently, both in ex-
ternal wars and in civil faftions, from battles to 
peace, and from domeític life to arms and hdftili-
ties, and that perpetual fucceííion of accords, re-
bellions, arid tumults, will be apt to believe that 
he fees, copied under difieren t ñames, the wars 
of the Romans with the Latins and the Volfci, 
and the continua! quarrels of the plebeians with 
the patricians, and the animofities of the fenate 
againfl. the tribunes •, añd fometimes it will happen 
to him, that in reading, for example, the Floren-
tine hiftory of Scipione Ammirato, he will think 
he has in his hand a tranfiation into his own lan-
guage of Livy. The manner of proclaiming 
and profecuting war, and of concluding peace, 
which was practifed by the ancient Italians in the 
time of Camillus and of Pirrhus, is not very dif-
ferent from that which we obferve in the age of 
Frederic the Second and the Manfreds; and, in 
the internal concerns of the cities, both in the 
one and the other period, the cruelty and the 
fcorn of the nobles towards the plebeians, and the 
injuftice of the people in their demands, as foon as 
they had difcovered their own ftrength, and had 
begun to lay their hands on the governmerit: the 

* Dañina, Revoluzione d'Italia, lib.xii. cap. v. vol.it. 
p. 241. 
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one and the ocher were animated with the famtf 
fpirit, agitated by the fame humours, and fubjecl: 
to the lame revolutions. That fuprerne love of 
their country, which on occafions of public dan-
ger filenced and appeafed their prívate quarrels 
and enmities, reigned equally at all times in both: 
the fame fimplicity of manners, the fame feverity 
of ufe, the fame patience of poverty and fatigue. 
T o this is to be added, the ufe and exercife of arms, 
by which every little nation, if it cannot make ex-
tenfive conquefts, at leaft may preferve its own li-
berty. Finally, he will obferve with pleafure, 
how, after the ancient Italians, and thoíé people 
who in the middle ages arofe from the ruins of 
the kingdom of the Lombards, and of the fecond 
weftem empire, the citiés which appear to have 
had the narroweft territory, and the moft modern 
original, not only maintained their freedom for a 
long time, but increáfed in power and dominión; 
whereas the moft able and the moft ancient pafled 
more eafily under the yoke, either of tyrants of 
their own, or of foreign powers. We fhalt fee, 
in likfc manner, a great refemblance in the fortune 
of the tyrants of the ancient ítalian cities, and 
thofe of the republics of Tufcany and Lombardy, 
in the age of Frederic the Second, and the fol-
lowing; and may very well find arguments to 
compare Eccélino of Romagna with Tarquín the 
Proud; the marquis Oberto Pelavicino, Buofoda 
Doara, and Martino della Torre, with Porfenna, 
king of Chiufi, and with other like princes or fu­
preme magiftrates of the ancient Tufcans, Latins, 
Campanians, and Samnites. From which we havc 
íliewn, that the free and independent cities paífed 
fometimes under the yoke of fome powerful citi-
zen, who made himfeif its mafter, or under the 
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dominión of a tyrantof lome other neighbóurtng 
city: fo that a fignior of Padua, of Milán, or 
of Verona, obtained the government of many other 
eities of Lombardy, equalJy free and indepen-
dent." 

L E T T E R II . 

Machiavel's Plan of a perfeñ Commomvealth. 

DKAR SIR. 

MACHIAVEL, from his long experience of 
themiferiesofFIorencein his own times, and 

his knowledge of their hiftory, perceived many of 
the defefts in every plan of a conftitution they 
had ever attempted. His fagacity too perceived 
the neceífity of three powers; but he did not fec 
an equal neceífity for the feparation of the execu-
tive power from the legiílative. The following 
projeft containsexcellentobfervations, but would 
not have remedied the evils. The appointment 
ofofficers in the council of a thoufand would have 
ruined a!l the good efFeds of the other divifions 
of power. There is fome doubt about the time 
when it was written: Nerli and Nardi think it 
was addreíléd to Clement the Seventh, but the 
Englifh editor fuppofes it was Leo the Tenth, and 
his opinión is here followed.—About the year 
1519, Leo the Tenth,* being informed of the 

* Difcourfeupon the properWaysand Means of rcforminj 
the Government of Florence. Eng. edit. vol. iv. p. 363. 
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