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As for us Englitfhmen, thank Heaven, we have a better fenfe of government;
delivered to us from our anceftors. We have the notion of a public, and a
conftitution ; how a legiflative, and how an executive is moulded. We un-
derftand weight and meafure in this kind, and tan reafon juftly on the ba-
lance of power and property. The maxims we draw from hence are as evi=
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day more and more what commeon fenfe is in pout:cs.
SHAFTEsSBURY’s Chara&l. vol. i. p. 108.

*Tis fcarce a quarter of an age fince fuch a happy halance of power was fettled
between our prince and people, as has firmly fecured our hitherto precarious
liberties, and removed from us the fear of civil commotions, wars, and vio-
lence, cither on account of the property of the fubje@, or the contending
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A
P E M E N B
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AMERICA

dtalian Republics of the Middle. Age.
Grofvenor-fquare, April 19, 1787.

MY DEAR SIR,
“HERE 1s no example of a government
fimply democratical ; yet there are many of
forms nearly or remotely refembling what are un-
derftood by All Authority in one Center. There
once exifted a clufter of governments, now gene-
rally known by the name of the Italian Repub-
- Fics of the Middle Age, which deferve the attention
of Americans,and will farther illuftrate and confirm
the principles we have endeavoured to maintain.
If it appears, from the hiftory of all the ancient
republics of Greece, Italy, and Afia Minor, as
well as from thofe that {till remain in Switzerland,
Italy, and elfewhere, that caprice, inftability, tur-
bulence, revolutions, and the alternate prevalence
of thofe two plagues and fcourges of mankind,
tyranny and anarchy, were the effeéks of govern-
ments without three orders and a balance, the
fame important truth will appear, in a ftill clearer
light, in the republics of Iraly. The fketches to
be given of thefe cannot be introduced with more
Az pro-
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Florence.

proptiety; than by the {fentiments of a late writer,%
becaufe they coincide with every thing that has
been before obferved. Limited monarchies were
the ancient governments : the jealoufies and errors
~of the nobles, or the oppreflions they fuffered,
{timulated them to render monarchy unpopular,
and ereft ariftocracies. Ancient nations were, in
one point, very generally defetive in their con-
fticutions, and that was the incertitude of the
fovereignty, and, by confequence, the inftability
of government, which was, in all the republics of
Italy, a perpetual occafion of infinite confufions.

In no part of Italy, however united together, was -

found eftablifhed an abfolute hereditary monarch.
By many examples, it is manifeft, that kings ei-
ther were created by the favour of the mulutude,
or fought at leaft their confent, and confulted

the people in affairs of moit importance and

greateft danger. The government of the grandees,
which fucceeded, was rather a fraudulent or vio-
lent ufurpation, than a true and proper ariftocracy
cftablifhed by law, or confirmed by long and un-
conteited pofieffion ; and a popular government
- was never f{o free, or fo durable, as when it was
mixed with the authority of one {fupreme head, or
of a fenate; f{o that mixed governments were al-
moft always preferred. One of the three kinds
of governments -neverthelefs fell, when another
arofe; and all the Italian repubilics, nearly at one
tune, by the fame gradations, pafled from one form
of -adminiftration to another. In this particular
agree all the memorials of ancient Italy. They
~were, from the beginning, governed ‘by kings :
the Tufcans had kings; the Sabines had kings;
and fo had the people of Latium ; and as every
city formed an independent government, thefe
: * Danina, Rivoluzioni d’Italia, v. i. p, 41.
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Danina.

kings could not have much magnificence. Many
ftates often obeyed the fame king ; for he who had
the lord(hip of one city, procured himfelf to be
eleted the head of another. Porfenna, whom
Dionyfius calls king of Tufcany, becaule he was
followed by many Tufcan nations, was from the
‘beginning only king of Chiufi. The kings of

Rome, by various means, gained the command of -

the Latin cities, which neverthelefls, two centuries
afterwards, reputed themfelves ftill independent of
the ftate of Rome. The king of the Veientes
~ had the lordfhip of Fidena, a free city, and inde-
pendent of the Veientes, in the {fame manner as
the Viconti lords of Milan, Caftruccio lord of
Lucca, and the Scala lords of Verona, and fo
many other princes and tyrants of the later ages,
before the exaltation of Charles the Fifth made
fuch progrefs in obtaining the fovereignty of many
cities. Thefe kingdoms were either imply elec-
tive, or at leaft required the exprefs confent of the
people, how often foever one relation fucceeded
to another. Royal governments neverthelefs were
generally dlfpleaﬁng to the people ; and the gran-

dees and nobles, who were the moft expofed to

the caprice of the prince, both in their perfons
and property, ftudied to generate in the minds of
the common people an hatred to the name of king,

~ and to excite the defire of liberty. They flattered
themfelves, that if the principality, which often
fell into the hands of new men and adventurers,

fuch as Tarquin in Rome, and Ariltodemus in

Cuma, were abolifhed, they thould beable to live,
not only with more fecurity and greater licence,
but with more authority, command, and power.
In what nation, and 10 which city, the revolution
firft began, is not eafy to determine ; but in the
courfe of the third century of the Roman zra,
ene people following the example of another, this

&3 i by
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Florence.
by means of one oppertunity, and that by another,
either expelled by violence their prefent kings, ov
defifted from ele&ing new ones; and all Tealy, hoift-
ing as it were a common fignal, changed at once
ats whole form of government. The odium of the
royal name, and an enthufiafm for liberty, feized
fo univerfally, and with fuch energy, the whole
Iralian nation, that if any city wifhed either to
continue or recover the ufe of kings, this iaclina-
tion was f{carcely manifefted before they were
pointed out and reviled by the other ciries, and
upon all grear occafions abandoned. The Veien=
tes,* either from a difguft at the cabals and am-
bition which arofe from the annual creation of
new magiftrates, or the better ro provide for war,
created afrefh a King ; by which refolution they
incurred to fuch a degree the hatred and contempt
of the other fpf:ople of Tufcany, that, contrary to
every rule of policy, duty, and cuftom, they were
left alone to fuftain that obftinate war with the
Romans, which ended in their ruin. In the be-
ginning of the fourth century of the Roman ftory,
there is feldom or ever any mention made of
kings in any of the ftates of Italy. The whole
authority and adminiflration of public affairs paffed
into the hands of the nobility, fenate, or that body
which conftituted at firt the middle order be-
tween the king and the people, which became the
fupreme head of the government; and although
the greater magiftracies were ele©ted by the voices
or fuffrages of the people, neverthelefs all the ho-
nours and all the power of the government were
colleted in the grandees, who eafily commanded
the votes of the eleftors, and who alone were the
clected ; for none of the plebeians dared to pre-
tend to offices, civil or military : and 1t is too

* Liv- Bb. v. cl 1- 2
eVi-




Danina.
evident, that in every kind of community, the

rich and the noble endeavour, as it were, by their

very nature, to exclude the common people and the
plebeians. Moft of the public affairs relative to
e or war were treated in a fenate compofcd
eflentially of patricians and nobles, who, inev
thing that regarded the conftitution, inclined more
to ariftocracy than to popular government. No
city was fo mean or fo ill ordered, as not to have
a public council, or a fenate. L.ivy {peaks of the
fenate, not only of Naples, Capua, and Cuna,
butr of Nola, Pipernum, Tufculum, Tivoli, the
Veientes, and of others, fo frequently, thar it is
clear, that in all the republics there was an order
diftin&t from the plebeians, who retained in their
hands the eflence of the government. Bur the
plebeians, once become obftinate, at the folicitation
of the nobility, in a hatred of tyranny, bad not
far to go before they opened their eyes upon their
own condition, and learned that they had done
nothing more than exchange one mafter for many:
and began to make every exertion to obtain, in
part, the pofieflion of that liberty, of which they had
obtained a tafte in words from thc order of patri-
cians and the fenate : and as the multitude began to
make trial of their {trength, the {overeign authority
was ceded to them by little and little, and the
nobility, in their turn, were tormented and tyran-
nifed by the plebeians. Livy obferves, that about
the time of the Carthaginian war, by a kind
of epidemical malady fp read through the Iwalian
republics, the plebeians apphed themfelves to
fecute the nobility. Neverthelefs, the order Gf
the grandees always preferved a great part of the

power ; for the nature of popular government

being variable, inconflant, and incapable of con-
dutting itfelf, the fenate ‘and -the nobility, who
act with more maturity of deliberation, and with

: A4 interefts
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interefts more united, can generally counterpoife
the party of the plebeians, and from time to time
overcome it. From whence it happened, thar all
the cities were expofed to continual revolutions of
government, and very rarely enjoyed that perfe&.
equality, which is the end of a free ftate ; bur
either the favour of the people, or the neceﬁi{y of
the fenate, devolved the principal authority on
fome individval, who, with- or withour the title
of fupreme magiitrate, was always regarded as the
head of the government. Thus we find a Mani-
lius, head of the Larins ; an Accius Tullius, prin-
cipal of the Volfci; an Herennius, of the Sam-
nites; a Calavius, of the Campanians; a Vale-
rius, a Camillus, and a Fabius, chief of the Ro-
mans ; and, to fpeak the truth, there was never
any great and important fuccefs in any free ftate,
neither at home nor abroad, except in thofe times
when fome one citizen held the wills of the pub-
lic in his own power. . But waving the reft of
thefe general obfervations for the prefent, let us
defcend to particulars 3 and quitting the ancient
republics of Iraly, defcend to thofe of the middle
age, among which Florence is the moft illuftri-
~ous. As the hiftory of that noble city and mag-
nanimous people has been written by two au-
thors, among a mulutude of others, who may
be compared to any of the hiftorians of Greece
or Rome, we have here an example more fully
~ delineated ; an experiment more perfeétly made and
more accurately defcribed than any we have exa-
mined before. Y ou will not, therefore, find it te-
dious to confidet minutely the affairs of a brave
and enlightened people, to whom the world is in-
debted for a Machiavel, a Guichiardin, and an
Americus Vefpucius ;. in a great degree for the re-
furretion of letiers, and a {econd civilization of
mankind.. Next to Athens and Rome, there has
: = not
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not exifted a more interefting city. Their hiltory
is full of leffons of wifdom, extremely to our pur-
pofe. We have all along contended, that the pre-
dominant paflions of all men in- power, whether
kings, nobles, or plebeians, is the {fame; that ty-
ranny will be the effect, whoever are the governm's,

whether the one, the few, or the many, if uncon-

trouled by equal laws made by common confent, and
fupported, protec¢ted, and enforced by three different
orders of men in equilibrio. 1n Florence, where
the adminiftration was by turns in the nobles, the
grandees, the commons, the plebeians, the mob,
the ruling paffions of each was the fame ; and the
government of each immediately degenerated into
a tyranny fo infupportable, as to produce a frefth
revolurion. We bhave all along contended, that
a fimple government, in a fingle affembly, whe-
ther ariftocratical or democratical, muft of necef-
fity divide into two parties, each of which will
be headed by fome one illuftrious family ; and
will proceed from debate and controverfy to fedi-
tion and war.—In Florence, the firft diffenfion was
among the-nobility ; the fecond berween the no-
bles and commons; and the third between the
commons and plebelans: in each of which con-
tefts, as foon as one party got uppermoft, it {plic
into two ; and executions, confifcations, banith-

ments, aﬂ'a({inatxons, and difperfions of families,
were the fruit of every divifion, even with more
atrocious aggravations than in thofe ot Greece.
Having no third order to appeal to for decifion, no

conteft could be decided but by the fword. It .

will enable us the better to underftand Machiavel,
whofe hiftory will be abridged and commented
on, if we premife from # Nardi, that the city of

* Le Storie della Citta de Firenze, p. 1.
: Florence
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Florence had, like all other cities, its people con-
fifting of three generations of inhabitants, that is
to.fay, the nobility, the people of property,* and

- the common people. Although fome too dili-

gently divided the nobility into three forts, call-
ing the firft nobles, the fecond grandees, and the
third families, meaning to fignify, that fome of

‘the inhabitants had come into the city and become

citizens, having been deprived of their own proper
country by conqueft, while they were attempting
to enlarge and extend their territories; others,
originally of this country, bad become abundant
in riches, and powerful in dependents, either

their own induftry or the favour of fortune; and
others, having been foreagners, had come in like
manner to inhabit the city © but from their pri-
mitive condition, they ftill rerained the diftinc-
tions of lord and vafial, by habit and by fraud,
both in the city and the country. And all this
mixture were indifferently called nobles, grandees,
and families ; and they were equally hated, con-
wradicted, and oppofed, in the government of the
republic, and in all their other aétions, by that
party which was called the {ubftantial people; 1}
popole grafflo. The lower clafs of people, the
plebeians, il popolo minuto, never intervened in
government at all, excepting on one fingle occa-
fion, when, with vlolence, they ufurped it, as in
its proper place will be related. Some perfons
made another divifion ftill of the plébeians, and
not without reafon; for thofe who pofleffed real
eftate in the city or country, and were recorded.
mr the public books of taxes and tributes of the
city, and were called the - Enregiftered, efteemed
themfelves, and were confidered by their fellow-

* 11 popolo graflo, e il popolo minuto.
+ Defcritti. ; o

Citizens,
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citizens, as holding a middle ftation. The re-
mainder of the lower clafs, who pofiefled no
kind of property, were held of no account. Ne-
verthelefs, all this undiftinguifhed aggregate were
called the people of Florence, and the expref-
fion is ftill in ufe, as the people of Athens, or
the people of Rome, anciently comprehended
the whole body of the inhabitants of thofe cities;
to which confufed, and in its nature pernicious
aggregate, as that ‘of the head and tail always 1s,
the body of middling citizens will always remain
extremely ufeful, and proportioned to the confli-
tution of a perfc& republic.—As Machiavel is the
moft favourable to a popular government, and is
even {ufpected of fometimes difguifing the truch to
conceal or mollify its defeéts, the fubftance of this
fketch will be taken from him, referring at the fame
time to other authors ; fo that thofe young Ame-
ricans, who wifh to be mafters of the fubjelt, may
be at no lofs for information. The moft ufeful
erudition for republicans is that * which expofes
the caufes of difcord ; by which they may learn

wifdom and unanimity from the examples of .
others. The fa&tions in Florence are the moft re-
markable of any. Moft other commonwealths
have been divided into two : that city was dif-
gracted into many. In Rome, the conteft be-
tween patricians and plebeians, which arofe after
the expulfion of kings, continued to the difiolu-
tion of the repub]nc, the fame happened at
Athens, and all the other commonwealths of
_ Grcece, Iraly, and Afia Minor.—Such was the
patriotifm or good fortune of Florence, that the
feems to have gathered frefth vigour, and rifen
fironger for her faétions. Some, who efcaped in

* Machiavel’s Introdu&ion. |
: the
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the ftruggles, contributed more by their courage
and conftancy to the exaltation of themfelves and
their country, than the malignity of fa&ion had
done to diftrefs them: and if fuch orders and
balances had been eftablifthed in their form of go-
vernment as would have kept the cirizens unired
after they had thaken off the yoke of the empire,
it might have equalled any republic, ancient or
modern, in military power and the arts of peace.

- The city of Florence was begun by the in-
habitants of Fiefole, who, fituated on the top
of a hill, marked out a plot of ground upon
the plam between the hill and the river Arno,

for the conveniency of merchants, who firft buile

ftores there for their goods. When rthe Romans

bhad fecured Italy, by the deftruction of Car-
thage, this place multplied exceedingly, and be-
came a city, by the name of Villa Arnina. Sylla

- was the firft, and, after him, the three Roman

citizens who revcngcd the death of Czfar and
divided the empire, who {ent colonies to Fiefole,
who fettled in the plain, not far from the town

4 .already. begun : and the place became fo full of

IRIE.

- buildings and inlabitants, and fuch provifions

were made for a“cw:l government, that it might
well be reckomed among the cities of Italy.
Whence it took the name of Florence is not f{o

well known. Tacitus calls the town Florentia,

and the people Florentines. It wasfounded under
the Roman empire; but when that was over-run

by barbarians, Totilla, king of the Oftrogoths,

took and demolithed it. Two hundred years after-
wards it was rebuilt by Charlemain, from whofe
time, till 215, it followed the fortune of thofe
who fucceffively ruled in Italy; for, during that
period, it was governed firft by the pofterity of
Charlemain, then by the Berengarii, and laft of

all
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all by the German emperors. In Toio the Flo- roro.

rentines took and deftroyed Fiefole. When the

popes affumed greater authority in Italy, and the
*power of the German emperors was upon the
wane, all the towns of that province began to

govern themfelves. In 1080 [taly was.divided 1080

between Henry the Third and the church. The
Florentines always fubmitted to the conqueror,
until. 1215. The longer it’ was before Florence
was {eized by the paroxylms of factions, the more
fatal they proved. The caufe of its firft divifion
ts well known. The moft powerful families in

Florence, in 1215, were the Buondelmonti and 1215.

the Uberti; and next to them the Amadei and
Donati: a quarrel happened about a lady, and
Mefler Buondelmonti gvas killed. This murder
divided the whole city, one part of it fiding with
the Buondelmonti, and theother with the Uberti;
and as both the families were powerful .in alli-
ances, caftles, and adherents, the guarrel con-
tinued many years, till the reign of the emperor
Frederick the Second, who being likewife king of
Naples, and defirous to ftrengthen himfelf againft
the church, and eftablifth his i158greft more fecurely
in Tufcany, joined the Uberti,*who by his affift-
ance crove the Buondelmonti o@t of Florence;

and thus that city became divided; as all the reft ™

of Traly was before, into the two'faftions, of
Guelphs and Ghibellines ; the former of which
denominated the adherents of the pope,* and the

| . latter
"% Danina, Rivoluzioni d’Italia.—There flourithed in Ger-

many two principal families, the one called the Henries of

Ghibilinga, and the other the Guelphs of Altdorp, which by
the marriage of Azzo d’Efte with Cunegund, daughter of
Guelph the Third, ingrafted itfelf into the houfe of Efte,
called afterwards for that reafon Guelfa Eftenfe, from which
are defcended the dukes of Modena, and thofe of Brunfwick
and Hanover, From the firft of which families, viz. the

Ghibellines,

g ‘%ﬁ‘éﬂ;
o
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latter thofe of the emperor; Guelph Geing the

name of the general of the firlt army for the
church in this controverfy, and Ghibelline that
ot the place of the burth of the general who

.commanded for the emperor, about 1139.—The

Guelphs thus driven out of the city, retired into
the valley, which lies higher up the Arno, where
their ftrong places and dependencies lay, and de-
fended themfelves as well as they could; but
when Frederick died, the neutral people in the

city endeavoured to re-unite ir, and prevailed

upon the Guelphs to forget the difgrace they had

{uffered, and return ; and the Ghibellines to dif-
‘mifs their animofities and receive them. After they

were re-united, they divided the cuy into fix parts,
and chofe twelve citizens, gwo to governeach ward,
with the title of Aanziani, but to be changed every
year. To prevent any feuds or difcontents thart

-might arife from the determination of judiciary
-matters, they conftituted two judges that were not
‘Florentines, one of whom was ftyled the captain

'Ghibellines, have arifen many kings and emperors, as the

third, fourth, and fifth Henry. Of the other, viz. the
Guelphs, there had been for many years famous dukes, who

_contending for power and for credit with the emperors,

very often difturbed the tranquillity of the ftate. Under the
reign of Henry the Fifth thele two families happily united in

'alliance, becaufe Frederick duke of Suavia, married Judith,

daughter of Henry duke of Bavaria, and fifter of Guelph
the Sixth, who was at that time the head of the houfe of

Altdorp.
Commentari de fatto civili occorfi dentro Firenze. Scritto

dal Senatore Filippo de Nerli, p. 2.
.Hiiftoria Fiorentina di M. Piero Buoninfegui, Gentilhuomo

-Fiorentino, p. 335.

Annali d’italia, da Muratori, tom. vii. p. 150, I§I.anno

IZI8.

Iftoria civile del Regno .di Wapoli di Pictro Gianaone,

‘ ’ tﬂm. iii- Pc- 83.

Muratori, Differtations, tom: iii. p. 130.
Muratori, Antichita eftenfi, parte prima, c. xxxi.p. 305%
2 ' o
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of the ;wop}e, and the other the podefta, to admi-
nifter. juftice to the people, in ail caufes civil and
criminal : and fince laws are bur of little autho-
rity and fhort duratien, where there is not fufficient
power to fupport and enforce them, they raifed
twenty bands or companiesin the city, and feventy-
fix more in the reft of their territories, in which all
the youth were inlifted, ‘and obliged to be ready
armed under their refpeftive colours, whenever
they were required fo to be by the captain of the
anziani. Their ftandard-bearers were changed
every year with great formality. - ,

This is the very fhort defcription of their con-
ftitution. The twelve anziani appear to have had
the legiflative and execative authority, and to have
been annually eligible—a form of government
as near that of M. Turgot, and Marchamont
Nedham, as any to be found ;—yet the judicial
power i1s here feparated, and the people could
{0 little truft themfelves or the anziani with this
_power, that it was given to foreigners.—By fuch
‘difcipline in their civil and military affairs, fays
Machiavel, the Florentines laid the foundation of
their liberty ; and ‘it 'is bhardly to be conceived,
how much ftrength-and authority they acquired
in a very thort nime : for their city not only be-
came the capital of Tufcany, but was reckoned
among the principal inItaly ; and indeed there isno
degree of grandeur to which it might not have ac-.
tained, - if 7z bad not been obfirutled by frequent and
almoff continual difcords and divifions.—After this
poempous preamble, one can fcarce read without
{miling at the words that follow, ¢ For the fpace
€¢ of ten years they lived under this form of go-
“¢ wernment ;” efpecially when it appears that
during all thefe ten years, they were conftantly
employed in wars abroad, 'as appears by the fol-

lowing .

.
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the {tates of Piftola, Arezzo, and Siena, to enter
into a confederacy with them; and in their return
with their army from the latt city, they took

Volterra, demolifhed feveral caftles, and brought ;

the inhabitants ro Florence.”—The United States
of America calculated their governments for a
duration of more than ten years. There 1s lutle
doubt to be made, that they might have exifted
under the government of ftate congrefies for ten
years, - while they were con&amly at war, and all
the attive and idle were in council or in arms:
but we have feen, that a ftate which could be go-
vernced by a provincial congrefs, and indeed that
could carry on a war without any government at

- all, while danger prefled, has lately, in time of

profound peace, and under a good government,
broke out in feditions. This democratical go-~
vernment in Florence could laft no longer;
for in all thefe expeditions, fays Machiavel;

the Guelphs had the chief diretion and com- -

mand, as they were much more popular and
powcrful than the Ghibellines, who had behaved
themfelves {o imperioufly .in the reign of Frede-
rick, when they had the upper hand, that they
were become very odious to the people; and
becaufe the party of the church was generally

thought to favour their attempts to preferve their

Iiberty, whilft that of the emperor endeavoured
to:deprive them of it. The Ghibellines, in the
mean ume, finding their authority fo dwindled,
were not a lirtle difcontented, and only waited for
a proper opportunity to feize -upon the govern-
-ment again. They entered into a corre{fpondence
with Manfred, the fon of Frederick king of Na-
ples, in hopes of his affiftance : but for want of

due fecrecy in thefe pra&lices, they were difcovered,

by
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the anziani, who thereupon fummoned the

fl';ymily of the Uberti to appear before them : but
inftead of obeying, they took up arms, and fortified
themfelves in their houfes; at which the people were
fo incenfed, that they likewife ran to arms, and, by
the help of the Guelphs, obliged the whole party of
‘the Ghibellines to quit Florence, and tranfport
themfelves to Siena. There they fued to Manfred
for aid, who granted it, and the Guelphs were
defeated upon the banks of the river Arbia, with
fuch flaughter, by the king’s forces under the con-
duét of Farinata degli Uberti, that thofe who
efcaped from it, giving up their city for loft, fled
dire&tly to Lucca, and left Florence to provide for
itfelf. Manfred had given the command of the
auxiliaries, which he fent to the Ghibellines, to
count Giordino, a foldier of no fmall reputation
in thofe times. This Giordino, after his vitory,
immediately advanced with the Ghibellines to
Florence, and not only forced the city to acknow-
ledge Manfred for its fovereign, but depofed the
magiftrates, and either enrtirely abrogated or al-
tered all laws and cuftoms that might look like
remains of their former liberty ; which being exe-
cuted with great rigour and infolence, inflamed
the people to fuch a degree, that if theydid not
love the Ghibellines before, they now became
their invetcrate and implacable enemies; which
averfion continually increafing, at laft proved their
utter deftruction.— T here is an admirable example
of patriotifm at this period of the Florentine hif~
tory, in Farinata Uberti, who fuccefsfully and de-
cidedly oppofed a plan of his own party of Ghibel-

lines, and their ailies, for the demolition of the

city. He preferved it however only for his ene-
mies the Guelphs, who, driven out of L.ucca, went
to Parma, and joined their friends the Guelphs in

yoL: Il B . thae
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that city, drove out the Ghibellines, and had their
confifcated eftates for their reward: they then
joined the pope againft Manfred, who was defeated
and flain. In confequence of this victory, the
Guelphs of Florence grew daily bolder and more
vigorous, and the party of the Gh:bel]mcs weaker
and weaker ; upon which count Guido Novello,
and thofe that were left in commiffion with him to
govern Florence, refolved to try, by lenity and
gentler treatment, to recover the affections of the
people, whom they found they had exafperated to
the laft degree by their oppreffive and violent
manner of proceeding. T o cajole and ingratiate
themfelves with the people, they chofe fix and
thirty citizens out of the people of Florence, and
two gentlemen of higher rank from among their
friends at Bologna, to whom they gave a commif-
fion to reform the fltate as they pleafed. Thefe
delegates divided the city into diftinét arts or
trades, over which they conftituted a magiftrate,
who was to adminifter juftice to all who were in
his department ; and to every art a feparate banner
was afiigned, under which they might affemble in
arms, whenever the fafety of the public required
it. But count Guido muft have a tax to maintain
his. foldiers: the cirizens would not pay it. He
accempted to take back the new privilege of ma-
giftrates to each trade : the people rofe in arms,
chofe Giovanni Soldanieri for their leader, fought
the count and his Ghibellines, and drove them out
of the city. The people, having thus got the
upper hand, refolved to unite the city if poffible,
and recal all fuch citizens as had been forced .to
leave their homes, whether Guelphs or Ghibel-
lines. ‘The Guelphs returned, after fix years ba-
nifhment ; the late attempt of the Ghibellines was
pardoned; and they were fuﬂ'ercd to come back
again;
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again ; but they ftill continued very odious both
to the Guelphs and the people, ‘the former not
being able to forgive the difgrace and hardfhips of
their long exile] nor the latter to forget their in-
folence and tyranny when they had cthe govern-
ment in their hands: fo that their ancient ani-
_mofities were not yet entirely extinguifhed, either
on one fide or the other. The wrangle foon came
to a crifis, and the Ghibellines fled out of the
city, upon the interpofirion of a foreign force from
Charles, king of Naples, in favour of the Guelphs.
After the departure of the Ghibellines, the Floren-
tines new-modelled their government, and chofe
twelve principal magiftrates, who were to continue
in authority no longer than two months, under
the title of buonhomini.. Next in power under Buonho-
them they appointed a council of eighty citizens, ™ini.
which they called the credenza. After this, an
hundred and eighty more were elefted out of the
people, thirty to ferve every two months ; who,
together with the credenza, and the twelve buon-
homini, were called the general council. Be-
fides which, they inftituted another council, con-
fifting of an hundred and twenty members, equally
chofen out of the nobility, citizens, and common-
alty, which was to confirm whatfoever had been
refolved upon by the others, and to a& jointly
with them in difpofing of the public honours and
offices of the commonwealth. The firft govern-
ment of the anziani was as near a fimple demo-
cracy as there is any example of: we found i,
accordingly, mneffe€tual. The next, .of buonho-
mini, was no better; and that could not fupport
ifelf. Now we come to a new plan, which dif-
covers, in the authors of it, a fenfe of the imper-
fection of the former two, and an attempt to ob-
viate its inconveniencies and dangers : but inftead

B2 of
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" of.a judicious plan, founded in the natural divi-

fions of the people, it is a jumble which common
fenfe would fee, at this day, mufk fall to pieces.
The buonhomini, the credenza, and the thirty
of the hundred and eighty, wore an appearance
of three orders ; but inftead of bemg kept fepa-
rate, they are all huddled together in the general
council. Another council ftill, of an hundred and
twenty, equally chofen out of the nobility, citi-
zens, and commonalty, was to confirm whatever
was refolved on by the others. Here are two
branches, with each a negative. But the miftake
was, that the ariftocratical and democratical parts
of the community were mixed in each of themj3
which fhows, at firlt blufh, that there never could
be harmony in. either, both being naturally
and neceflarily fplit into two factions. But a
greater defedt, if poﬁible than even this, was giv-
ing the executive power, the power of difpofling
public honours and offices, to a joint affemblage of
buonhomxm, credenza, and the two other aflem-
blies, all in one : the confequence muft be, that
although every one of thefe four orders muft be
divided at once into factions for the loaves and
fithes, yet the nobility, by their fuperior influence
in ele€tions, would have the whole power. Un-
happy Florence! thou art deftined from this mo-
ment to never-ending factions, feditions, and civil
wars |—Accordingly, we read in the next page,
what any one might have forefeen from this fketch
of their con&:tut:on, ““ that the government of
¢ Florence was fallen into great diforder and mif-
““ rule; for the Guelph nobility being the majo-
“ rity, were grown fo infolent, and ficod in fo
¢ little awe of the magiftracy” (and how could
they ftand in awe of magiftrates whom they had
created, and who wereevenattheir devotion ?) “that
¢« though
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¢ though many murders, and other violences, were
« daily committed, yet the crimmnals generally
« efcaped with impunity, through favour of one
«¢ or other of the nobles. To reftrain thefe

enormiitics, inftead of twelve governors, they re--

folved to have fourteen, feven of each party, who
fhould be nominated by the pope, and remain in
office one year. Under this form of government,
in which they had been obliged in reality to fub-
mit to a foreign mafter, they continued for rwo
years, when the rage of faltion again blazed out.
They rofe in arms, and put the city under a new
regulation. In 1282 the companies of arts and
trades ordained, that inftead of fourteen citizens,
three only fhould govern, and that for two months,
who were to be chofen indifferently out of the no-
bility or commons, provided they were merchants,
or profefied any art or occupation ; and thefe were
called priori. Afterwards, the chief magiftracy
was vefted in fix perfons, one for each ward, under
which regulation the city continued till the year
1342 ; but the courfe of everts for thefe fxty
years fhould be carefully traced, in order to {ce
the operation of fuch a form of government, even
in a fingle city. This inflitution, as might be
expected, occalioned the ruin of the nob;hty, who,
upon divers provocations, were excluded, and en-
tirely {upprefled by the people. The nobility,
indeed, were divided among themfelves; and by
endeavouring to fupplant each other, and aipiring
to the fole governmcm of the commonwcalth
they quite loft all fhare in it. The priori were
afterwards diftinguifthed by the name of fignori.
T here rema{ned fome fparks of ammoﬁty bftmxt
the nobility and commonalty, which are incident
to all republics ; for one fide being naturally jea-
lous of any encroachment upon their liberty and
e i . legal

1282.

Priori.
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legal rights, and the other ambitious to rule and
con:ronl the laws, it 1s not poflible they fhould
ever long agree together. This humour, how-
ever, did not - thew icfelf in the nobility while they
were overawed by the Ghibellines; but when the
latter were deprefled, it began to appear, and the
people were daily injured and abufed in fuch a
manner, that neither thc laws nor the magiftracy
had authority encugh to rclieve them ; as every
nobleman fupported%'nmfclf in his infolence by the
number of his friends and relations, both againft
the power of the fignori and the captain of the
people. The heads of the arts ro remedy fo great
an evil, provided, that every fignori thould ap-
point a ftandard-bearer of juftice out of the peo-
ple, with a thoufand men, divided inta twenty
companies, under bhim, who fhould be always
ready with their ftandard and arms whenever or-
dered by the magiftracy. This eftablifhment met
lictle oppofition, on account of the jealoufy and
emulation that reigned among the nobility, who
were not in the leaft aware that it was levelled at
them, till they felt the fmart of ir. Then, in-

- deed, they were not a little awed by it for fome

time; but in a while they returned to the com-
miffion of their former outrages; for as fome of
them always found means to infinuate themfelves
into the fignori, they had it in their power to
prevent the ftandard-bearer from executing his
office. Befides, as witnefles were always required
upon any accufation, the plaintiff could hardly
ever find any one that durft give evidence againft
the noblhty fo that in a fhort time Florence was
involved in its former diftrattions, and the people
expofed to violence and opprefiion; as juftice was
growndilatory,and fentence, though pafied, fcldom
or never executed. The people not knowing whart

7 courfe




Machiavel.

courfe to take, Giano della Bella, a flrenuous pa-
triot, though of a very noble family, encou-
raged the heads of the arts once more to reform
the city. It was enafted, that the gonfalonier
fhouid always refide with the fignori, and have
four thoufand armed men under his command.
-They alfo entirely excluded the nobility our of
that council of the fignori, and made a law that
all acceflaries or abettors fhould be liable to the
fame punithment with thofe that were principals
in any crime, and that common fame fhould be
fufficient evidence to conviét them. By thefe
laws, which were called Li Ordinamenti della Gi-
uftizia (but which were in reality as tyrannical as
the edicts of any defpot could be) the people
gained great weight and authority ; but Giano
being looked upon by the nobilitg as the author
of thefe laws to bridle their pow became very
odious not only to them, but to the richeft of
the commonalty : as well he might, for laws more
oppreflfive and deftructive of liberty could net
have been made. ‘Tyrannical as they were, how- -
ever, they were not enough fo for the people; for
upon the trial of Corfo Donati, a nobleman, for a Corfo,
murder, although he was acquitted even under
thefe new laws, the people were enraged and ran
to arms, and demolifhed the magiftrate’s houfe,
inftead of applying to the figneri. The whole
city exceedingly refented this outrage upon all law
and government ; the blame of it was laid upon
Giano, and he was accufed before the magiftrate
as an encourager of infurre&tion. 'While his caufe
was depending, the people took arms to defend
him againft the fignori. = Giano went voluntarily Giano.
into banifhment, to appeafe this tumult. The :
nobility then petitioned the fignori, that the fe-
verity of the laws againft them might be miti-
B4 gated.
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gated. As foon as this petition was publicly
known, the commons, apprehending the fignori
would comply with it, immediately rofe in a tu-
multuous manner : fo that ambition on one fide,
and jealoufy on the other, at laft occafioned an
open rupture between them, and both fides were
prepared for battle ; but by the interpofition and
mediation of fome prudent men, whofe arguments
with both parties are very judicious, the people at
laft confented that no accufation fhould be ad-
mitted againft a nobleman, without {fufficient evi-
dence to fupport it. Both parties laid down their
arms, but retained their jealoufies, and began foon
to raife forces, and fortify themfelves as faft as
they could. The people thought fit to new-model
the government, and reduce the number of the
fignori, as they fufpeéted fome of that body to be
too favourably @#clined to the nobility. A mo-
mentary tranquillity fucceeded: but the fparks of
jealoufy and envy ftill remained betwixt the nobi-
lity and people; which foon broke out, on occafion
Cherchi. of a quarrel between two families, the Cherchi and
Donati. PDonati, both confiderable for their riches, nobi-
lity, and dependents. The fignori were under no
imall apprehenfions that the whole city would be-
come engaged in the difpute, and hourly expeéted
the two parties would openly attack each other,
as it foon afterwards happened, and a fkirmith en-
fued, in which many were wounded on both fides.
"The whole city, commons as well as nobility, di-
vided uponit; nor did the contagion confine it-
felf to the city alone, but infeéted all the country.
So ineffeftual was this contemptible government of
the fignori to the fuppreffion of this animofity, that
the pope was applied to: he fent his nuncio to no
urpofe, and then put the city under an interdiét;
yut this anfwered no end but to increafe the confu-

fion,
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| fion, and frequent battles took place, till the whole
. city took arms, neither the power of the magiftracy,
. nor the authority of the laws, being able to re-
. firain the fury of the multitude. The wifeft and
. beft of the citizens were in great terror ; and the
. Donati, being the weaker party, not a httle
. doubtful of their fafety. Such is the effect of a
. government of all authority in one center. Here
- all was concentrated in the fignori, chofen by the
. people frequently enough ; yet although the no-
. bility were arbitrarily excluded from that council,
. thofe who were chofen were indebted for their
. elections probably to thofe very nobles, and chiefly
. to the Donati and Cherchi. The Donati here
. were the minority, upon the whole, and therefore
. bad great reafon to be doubtful of tcheir fafety.
. Itwas agreed, at a meeting betwixt Corfo Donat,
. the heads of the Neri family, and the captains of
the arts, to folicit the pope to fend fome perion
of royal extra&tion to reform the city. Here na-
ture breaks outr, in {pite of all attempts to ftifle
it. A royal dignity is the moft obvious thought
to extinguifh animofities between nobles and com-
mons. In this cafe the captains of the arts, that
is, the people, perceived it, as well as Corfo and
the Neri, the contending nobles. This meetin
and the refult of it, was notified to the fignor:
by the other party, who reprefented it as a con-
ipiracy againft their liberty. = Both fides, how-
. ever, were 1n arms again, and Dante, who was one
. of the fignori, had the courage to advife that fo-
. vereign affembly to draw out their companies, and
. being joined by great numbers out of the country,
they found themfclves able to force the chiefs of
each party to lay dewn their arms. They aflumed
an appearance of dignity, banithed Corfo and the

ftrength :

Neri, and, to thew their impartiality, feveral of the Neri.
Bianchi. But this government had no permanent Bianchi.

2 3



-

Florence.

ftrengrh : the Bianchi, upon plaufible pretences,
were foon permitted to return. Corfo, and his
affociates, obtained the fame indulgence; but, 1n-
ftead of being quiet; they went ro Rome, to per-
fuade the poupe to appoint a perfon of royal ex-
traction, as they had before peritioned his holineis
in their letters. Charles of Valais, brother of the
king of France, was fent accordingly by the pope.
Though the Bianchi family, who then had the
upper hand in Florence, looked upon him with an
evil eyc, yet as he was patron of the Guelphs, and
fent by the pope, they durft not oppofe his com-
ing ¢ on the contrary, to make him their friend,
they gave him full power to regulate the city as
hethought beft. He caufed his friends to arm
themfelves : this made the people fo jealous that
he intended to deprive them of what they called
their liberties, that they took arms. The Cherchi,
and the heads of the Bianchi, having had the chief
government of the city fome time 1n their hands,
and behaved with great arrogance, were become
generally odious; which encouraged Corfo, and
others of the Neri who had fled, to return, upon
an affvrance that Charles and the caprains of the
arts were their friends, and would fupport them.
Accordingly, whilft the city was thus alarmed with
the apprehenfions of Charies’s defigns, Corfo, with
all bis aﬁoc:ates, and many other of their followers,
made their entry into it, without refiftance ; and
though Veri de Cherchi was called upon to oppofc
thern, he declined it, and faid, ¢ The pcople
¢ might chaftife them themfelves, if they pleafed,
ol thcy were likely to be thz greateft {ufferers
€< by them.” But that infinuation had no effe&t ;
for inftcad of chaftifing them, they received them
with open arms, whilft Veri was forced to fly for
his fafety. Corfo having forced his entrance at

the .
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. the Porta Pinte, drew up and made a ftand near

. his own houfc; and being joined by a great num-

. ber of his friends and others, affembled in ho;::cs

. of a change of government, he releafed all pri-

- foners, cisil and criminal ; divefted the fignori of
. their authbrity ; chofe new magiftrates, all of the
. party of the Ner:, out of the people, to fupply

' their places; and plundered the houfes the

" Bianchi. The Cherchi, and the heads of their
' faltion, feeing the people for the moft part their
cnemlcs, and Charles nor their friend, fled out of
. the city, and in their turn implored the i interpo-
. fition of the pope, though they would not liften
* to his exhortations before. Such is the feries of al-
f ternate tragedy, comedy, and farce; which was
 called the liberty of Florence, during this collec-
‘tion of all authority into one center, the ﬁgm:m 3
which no man of any party could be ocne mo-
. ment {fecure of his life, property, or liberty, amidft
- continual exaltations and depreffions of parties,

' thofe nobles were all excluded from the govern-
? ment. The exclufion was but a form : nearly all
. the power was in their ‘hands, and the fignori in
¢ office were only alternare tools of one noble fa-
. mily or another. And thus it muft ever be : ex-
clude the ariftocraticai parr of the community
- laws as tyrannical as you will, they will fill
. vern the ftate underhand; the perfons ele&ed
' into office will be their tools, and, in conftant
fear of them, behave like mere puppets, danced
upon their wires. But our humorotis entertain-
ent is not yet ended. The pope now, at the
;.fimterceﬁion of the Cherchi, fent a legate, Acqua
- Sparta, to Florence, who made an accommodation
- betwixt the Cherchi and Donati, and fortified it

i

¢ in favour of different noble families, although
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by feveral intermarriages between them. But this
fpiritual policy, though deep and found, did not
anfwer his end: for when he infifted that the
Bianchi thould fhare in the chief offces of the

commonwealth, that was refufed by..the Ncrf,

who were in full poficfiion of them. ..Jpon this
the legate left the city as diffatisfied as ever, and

- excommunicated it a fecond time for its con-

tumacy. The Ner, hcwc}rer, fecing their old
enemies_in their bofom again, were not a lictle

-afraid they would ufe all means to ruin them,

in order to recover their former authority; and
both parties were flill difcontented, and frefh
occafions of difcord foon occurred. Niccolo de
Cherchi, and Simone, a fon of Corfo Donati,
met and fougkh The battle was fo fharp and
bloady, that Niccole was killed upon the fpot, and
Sumone fo defperately wounded, that he died the
fame night. This accident, as it is called, though
an event fpringing neceffarily from the form of
government and ftare of parties, threw the whole
city into an uproar again; and although it was
altogether owing to the Neri, as Simone aflaulted
Niccolo, yet they were {creened by the magif-
tracy, and, before judgement could be obtained,
a conipiracy was faid to be difcovered betwixt the
Bianchi and Pietro Ferrante, a nobleman who
attendéd Charles of Valois, with whom they had
beentampering, to perfuade his mafter tore-inftate
them in the government. The plot was detefted
by fome letters from the Cherchi to Pieuro:
though it was the common opinion they were
forged by the Donati, to wipe off the odium
they had incurred by the murder of Niccolo

«le Cherchi. All the family of the Cherchi, with.

many of their followers of the Bianchi party,
2 : and
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f and among the reft Dante the poet * were im-
mediately fent into banifbment ; their eftates con- -
fifcated, and their houfes demolifhed, by .the
ftrength of thofe forged letters. After which their
. party, with many of the Ghibellines who had
| joined them, were difperfed in different places.—
* The quiet that enfued was very fhort, for Corfo
* Donati was diffatisfied that he did not enjoy fuch
¢ a degree of auchority in Florence as he thought
* due to his merit, as the government was in the
' hands of the people, and conduéted by thofe wha
were much infcrg to him in all refpetts. To
* varnifth over his defigns and revenge with a fair
' pretext, he accufed feveral citizens, who had been
entrufted with public money, with embezzling i,
and many were ignorant and credulous enough to
believe that Corlo did this out of pure conctern
' and affe&tion for his country. The perfons thus
® calumaniated were in favour with the people, and
ftood upon their juftification, and, after many
law-fuits and long litigations, thefe difputes grew
i to fuch a height, that it became abifolutely necel~
fary totake up arms. On one fide were Corfo,
' and Lotteri, bifhop of Florence, with many of
the nobility, and fome of the commons; on the
other were the fignori, and the greater part of
the people: nothing was to be feen but affrays
and fkirmifhes, in every part of the city.—In
fuch a ¢ right conftitution™ as this, fuch a govern-
& ment of ““the people’s fuceeflive fovereign aflfem-
: blies™ as the fignori were, the body  of the nation
. never can be unanimous : all the moft wealthy,
. beft born, beft educated, and abléft men, will una-
nimonfly defpife and deteft the government ; ex-
- cept a few artful hypocrites among them, who

* 1298. Nerli, p. 9.
wil}
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will bclyc their Judoements and feclmgs, for the
fake of a prefent popularity for fome private ends.
Thofe who thus hate the form of government,
will have numerous connetions, relations, and
dependents among the people, who will follow
them ; fo that there never can be more than a
fmall majority of the people on the fide of govern-
ment. Hence its conftant weaknefs: hence itis
a mere foot-ball, continually kicked from one
{fide to another by three or four principal families.
Thus it appeared in this cafe : the ﬁgnorl, feeling .
their weaknefs, and perceiving themielves in great
danger, utterly unable to pu crimes, {fupport
their friends, or curb their enemies, were obliged
to fend to Lucca, a foreign ftate, for aid, and
were fortunate cnoucrh to find all the people of
that city willing to come to their affiftance. The
tumules were compofed for a time, but the fignori
and people were too feeble to punifh the author
of the difturbance.—This interval of tranquillity
was no more durable than former ones. The
pope fent his legate, Niccolo da Prato,* again,
who ingratiated himfelf with the people, fo “that
they g save him a commiffion to new-model the
city. In order to obtain the recal of the Ghi-
belline faction from banifhment, he flattered the
people, by reftoring their ancient companies,
which added much to their firength, and dimi-
nifhed that of the nobility. But the projeét of
reftoring the exiles was obnoxious to the fignori,
who forced the legate out of the city, which he
put under an interdi€t at his departure, and left
in the utmoft confufion. T wo fations not being
fufficient, the city was now divided and fub-
divided into feveral; as thofe of the people and

* 1303+ Nerli, p. g.
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nobility, the Guelphs and Ghibellines; the Bianchi
and the Neri; and fome who wifhed for the return
of the exiles, being difappointed in their hopes,
now the legate was gone, grew clamorous and
outrageous ; fo that the whole city was in an up-
roar, and many fkirmithes enfued. Thofe that
were moft active in raifing this clamour, were the

Medici and Giugni, who had” openly fided with Medieu

the legate in favour of the exiles. This 1s the
firft mention made of that family of Medic,
who aéted fo diftinguithed a part afterwards,
finally fubverted the commonwealth, and changed
it into an abfolute fovereignty, under the title of
a grand dukedom, a form it ftill wears.—A great
fire broke out at this time, in 1304, and was af-
cribed, "as ufual in fuch times, by fome to acci-
dent, and by fome to party deflign.—IL.et us look
back to 1282, when this government of priori or
fignori, chofen every two months by the people,
was eftablithed : from thence to 1304 1s only
twenty-two years, in which:- we fee a conftant
quarrel between the nobility and people, and be-
tween one party of nobles and another, and the
neighbouring {tates of Naples, Rome, and Lucca,
in turn, called in to aid the different fa&tions;
alternate murders, banithments, confifcations, and
civil wars, as one party and the other prevailed ;
and, inftead of a government, and a {yftem of
Juftice and liberty, conftant anarchy, and the per-
petual rolling of a mob. In this year, 1304,
Florence was vifited, in this lamentable manner,
with fire and fword. Corfo Donati was the only
perfon of any diftinCtion who did not take up
arms: he thought, that when all parties grew
tired of fighting, he was the more likely to be
called in, arbitrator to decide their differences.

They foon after laid down their arms, more out

of
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of wearinefs of their miferies, and that they might
have time to take breath, than from any real de-
fire of being re-un'ted, and living in peace. It
was only ftipulated, that the exiles fhould not
be fuffered to return; which was agreed to by thofe
that favoured them, merely becaufe they proved
to be the weaker fide. :

New difturbances arifing, the pope was advifed
by his legate to fummon to Rome twelve of the
principle malecontents of Florence, among whom
was Corfo Donati. They readily obeyed the
fummons.— As foon as they were fet out upon
their journey, the legate acquainted the exiles, that
now was their time to return to Florence, as the
city was then clear of the only men that had au-
thority enough to oppofe their entrance. Draw-
ing together what forces they could, they imme-
diately marched, and entered the city : but thofe
very citizens, who, but a little before, had exerted
themicives in the moft ftrenuous manner for their
return, when they petitioned in the moft humble
and fubmiflive manner to be admitted, were the
firft that took up arms againft them, now they
faw them approach in a hoftile manner, and joined
with the people to drive them back. One is,
however, aftonithed atr the refle&ion of Machia-
vel, ¢ Such was the fpirit of patriotiifm amongit
<« them in thofe days, that they cheerfully gave
s up their private interefts for the public B
when every page of his hiftory fhews, that the
public good was facrificed every day, by all parties,
to their private interefts, friendfhips, and enmi-
ties.—After the exiles were repulfed, the citizens
ielapfed into their former diftractions; and, after
much violence, the governors of the common-
wealch re-eftablithed the companies of the peo--

ple, and reftored the colours under which the arts
had
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bhad formerly been ufed to aflemble, The cap-
rains, ftandard-bearers of the companies, and the
officers of juftice, were called together, and ordered
not only to affift the fignori in times of peace
with their counfel, but to fupport and defend
them, by dint of arms, in all exigencies and
commotions. To affift the two judges, who had
been conftituted in the beginning of their ftate,
they appointed an officer, called il efzecutore, or
fheriff, who was to a&t in conjunc&tion with the
ftandard-bearers, and fee their orders carried into
execution, whenever the nobility fthould be guiky
of any enormity or at of opprefion. The pope
died, and Corfo and the other eleven citizens re-
turned, whofe reftlefs ambition occafioned fuch
troubles. Corfo, in order to make himfelf po-
pular, conftantly oppofed the nobility in all their
fchemes, and, which way f{oever he obferved
the people to incline, he turned all his authority
to {fupport them in it, and gain their affe&tion :
fo that in all contefts and divifions, or when
they had any extraordinary point to carry, they
always reforted to him, and put themfelves under
his dire&ions. Machiavel indeed obferves, ¢ that
¢ all might now have lived i1n peace, if the reftlefs
¢ ambition of Corfo had not occafioned freth
€< troubles.” But in this Machiavel is miftaken :
if Corfo had not exifted, the people would have

found {fome other leader and confident. When

the people feel that the government is unable or
unwilling to proreét them againft the oppreffions

of the nobles, they always feek out a Caflius,.

Mz=lius, Manlius, or Corfo, to affift the govern-
ment to protet them, or ro ereft a new govern-
ment that wiil be able and willing. - It is the de-
fect in the government, and the wants of the
people, that excite and infpirit the ambition of

Vor. 1. = private
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private men., To be fure, the man of any diftinc~
tion, who liftens to the complaints of the people in
fuch cafes, whether from ambition or humanity,
always creates himfclf much hatred and envy.
among the moft confiderable citizens. In this
cafe thefe paffions increafed to fuch a degree, that
the fa&ion of the Nern divided and quarrelled.
among themfelves. To alienate the affeftions
of the people from him, they gave out, as the
ariftocracy always does in fuch cafes, that he fe-
cretly defigned to {eize upon the government, and
make himfelf king; and his magnificent manner
of living, and marriage into the family of Fag-
giuola, head of the Bianchi and Ghibellines, made
it eafily believed. His enemies took up arms
againft him, and the greater part of the people,
inftead of appearing in his defence, forfook him,
and joined his adverfaries. He was impeached, but

refufing to obey the fummons, was declared a con-
tumacious rebel. A civil war enfued ; many were

- killed on both fides. After a furious defence, Corfo

threw himfelf from his horfe, and was killed.
Such was the unfortunate end of #* Corfo Donati,
to whom his country and the Neri owed much,
both of their good and bad fortune ; one of the
moft eminent men that Florence ever produced.
But Machiavel fhould have laid the blame upon
the conftitution, not upon the reftlefs difpofition
or turbulent fpirit of Corfo; becaufe it is impof-
fible for a man of Corfo’s genius, valour, and ac-
tivity, in fuch a government, not to be reftlefs and
turbulent ; he is never fafe himfelf, and large bo-
dies of people are continually flattering and foli- _
citing him, while others are threatening and per-

ecuting him. No nation has a right to blame

% Nerli, p. g
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fuch a citizen, until they have eftablithed a form
of government that is capable of prote&ting him
on one fide, and the people againft him on the
other. This flimfy fovereignty of the fignori was
madequate to either purpofe.

After the death of Corfo, in 1308, the exiles
from Florence excited Henry,#* the emperor, toa
war againft that city, for their reftoration: the
magiftrates applied to Robert, king of Naples,
and gave him the government of the city for five
years, to defend it, and protet them. Thts ftorm,
after raging fome time, blew over, by the death
of the emperor.¢+ The Ghibellines then, under
the command of Faggiuola, renewed the war, by
making themf{elves maiters of Pifa, and commit-
ting depredations on the Florentine territories.
The Florentines fought him, - and were totally
defeated. They then applied ro king Robert ¥
for another general: he fent them the count di
Andria, whofe bad condu&t, €< added,” fays Ma-
chiavel, ¢¢ to the impatient' temper of the Flo-
¢ rentines, which is {foon tired with any form of
‘¢ government, and ready to fall into factions
¢¢ upon every accident,” occafioned the city to
divide again. Machiavel’s feverity ought, how-
ever, to have been applied to the form of govern-
ment, not to the temper of the people, the latter
being but the natural and neceflary effect of the
former. In fuch a government the people have
no protection or fecurity ; they are continually
opprefled, vexed, and 1irritated, by one faction
or another, one ally or enemy or another, one af-
piring citizen or family or another, againft whofe
ufurpations, as the conititution affords no re-
drefs, they are obliged to recur toarms and a

#* Nerli, p. 10. + Ibid.
¥ Nerli, p- 1e. Muratori, Annal. tom, viii. p. 40.
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change of government. The Florentines, in this
cafe, fought affiftance from France and Germany,
but could obtain none: they were determined,
however, to carry their point, took arms, drove
the count out of the city, and {ent for one Lando,
of Agobbio, and made him their eflecutore, or
rather dictator or executioner,¥* with full power
over all the citizens. ILando, being naturally ra-
pacious and cruel, went about the city with a
gang of armed men at his heels, hanging up one
man and then another, as thofe who had fent for
him gave him diretions; and at laft grew fo in-
folent, that he coined bad money with the Flo-
rentine ftamp, which nobody had courage enough
to oppofe, to {uch a height of power had he ar~
rived by the diffenfions of the citizens ! Miferable
indeed was the condition of the city atthat time,
which neither the bitter remembrance of the evils
produced by their former diffenfions, nor the dread
of a foreign enemy at their gates, nor the authority
of a king, was {ufficient to keep united ; though
their pofieffions were daily ravaged and plundered
abroad by Faggiuola, and at home by Lando.
The nobility, moft of the confiderable commons,
and all the Guelphs,took the king’s fide,and hated
¥.ando and thofe who f{upported him ; and, to
free themfelves from {o ignominious a yoke, they
wrote to king Robert privately, and intreated
him to appoint count Guido his lieutenant at Flo-
rence, which he readily complied with ; and the
other party, though they had the fignori on their
fide, durft not venture to oppofe a man of fo efta-
blifhed a reputation. But the count foon found he
bad wvery little authority in the city, as the ma-
giftracy, and the ftandard-bearers of the feveral

* Nerli, p. zo.

companies,




Machidvel:

companies,openly favoured Liando and his friends:
Soon afterwards the ciuizens were reconciled and
united under the king, by the friendly counfel
of his daughter-in-law, and L.ando, de¢prived of
his authority, was fent back to Agobbio fatiated
with blood and rapine.# The government of
the king of Naples was continued three years
“longer ; and as the feven who were then in the
fignori were all of L.ando’s party, fix others were
added to them of the king’s, and they continued
thirteen for fome time, but were afrerwards re-

duced to feven again.
About this time Caftruccio Caftracani % drove
out Faggiuola, and fucceeded him in the govern-
ment of L.ucca and Pifa. The Florentines had

enough to do to obftru¢t the growth of the power
of this fpirited and fortunate youth at the head of

the Ghibelline intereft, and to defend themfielves
againft him. That the fignori in this war might
procced with maturer deliberation, and cxecute
with greater authority, they chofe twelve citizens,
whom they called buonhomini, without whofe
advice and confent the fignori were not to pals
any a& of importance. But this effort of nature

to form a balance to this fimple government was

of fhort duration: the dominion of king Robert
expired, and the government once more reverted
to the citizens, who fet up the fame form of ma-
giftracy that had been formerly inftituted. The
whole city was foon obliged to march againft
Caftruccio, to the relief of Prato, and a procla-
mation was iffued by the fignori, that every exile
of the Guelph party, who came in to the relief of
Prato, fhould afterwards have liberty to return
home. This policy added four thoufand men to

* Nerli, p 3 % Ibid,
=2 theifr
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their army, which before confifted of twenty tHou~
{fand foot and fifteen hundred horfe. Caftruccio,
afraid of fo formidable a force, retreated to EFucca.
U pon this retreat, great difputes arofe in the Flo-
rentine camp, between the nobility and people,
about purfuing Caftruccio: thefe debates were re-
ferred to the fignori, which, confifting at this
time of commoners as well as of nobility, was as

much divided in opinion. Upon this the people
rofe in a tumult, and forced the fignori to give way
to them ; but it was now too late to follow Cal-
truccio, and the people were fo exafperated, that
they would not fuffer the public faith to be kept
with the exiles. The nobility had fome regard to

their honour, though the people had nor, and

took the part of the exiles, which produced ano-
ther civil war. As it generally happens in all
commonwezalths, that after any revolution or re-~
markable crifis fome or other of the old laws are
abrogated, and new ones made 1n their rocom, fo
though the fignori at firft was changed every two
months, yet the magiftrates who-were now mn of-
fice, having great power, took upon themfelves
to conftitute a fignori out of all the moft confi-
derable citizens, to continue forty months, whofe
names were to be put into a bag or purfe, which
was called imborfation, and a certain number of
them drawn out by lot at the end of every fecond
month ; whereas before; when the old magiftrares
went out of office, new ones were always chofen by
the council. As the council confifted only of the
moft confiderable citizens, the government was
before but a felf-created, or at leaft felf-continued
ariftocracy : now it was equally fo, with this dif-
ference only, that lot was fubftituted in the room of
choice. As the lot was not to be now renewed till
after a term of above three years, it was thought

they
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they had extinguifhed the caufes of all fuch difs
gufts and tumults as ufed to happen from: the
frequcnt return of elections, and the number of
competitors for the magiftracy ; not being aware
how little advantage and how  many mifchiefs
were hikely to flow from them.

In 1325, in a war with Caftruccio, the Floren=
tines were betrayed by their general Raymondo.
This man faw that the Florentines had been fo
liberal in difpofing of themfelves, that they had
fometimes conferred their government upon kings,
fometimes upon legates, and fometimes upon per-
fons of much inferior quality ; he thought, if he
could reduce them to any extremity, they, per-

haps, would make him their prince : he was very

importunate with them to give him the fame com-
mand in the city that he had over their army, as

he pretended he could not otherwife either require
or expect that neceflary obedience which was due
to a general. Not being gratified, he trifled and
delayed, ull he was attacked, and defeated with
great flaughter, and the lofs of his own life ; re-
ceiving that punithment from the hands of fortune,
that his ambition and perfidy had merited from
the Florentines. The havoc, the depredations,
imprifonments, burnings, and every other kind of
devaitation made by Caftruccio upon the Floren-
tines after this vu‘lory, forced them to offer their
government to Charles, duke of Calabria,* fon
of king Robert, upon condition that he would de-
fend them; for as that family had been ufed to rule
over them, they chofe rather to fhelter themfelves
under him as their prince, than to truft him as an
ally. But Charles being engaged in the wars of
Sicily, fent Gualuer; a Frenchman, and duke of

* Nerli, p. 2. '
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Athens, as his lieutenant, who new-modelled
the magiftracy as he thought fit. - His behaviour
was, in appearance, at firft fo modeft and tempe-

rate, that he gained the affections of every one.
1326. In 1326 Charles came in perfon with a thou-
fand horfe, and his prefence gave fome check to
« * Caftruccio, and prevented him from roving and
plundering the country as he had done: but if
the citizens faved any thing abroad, it was loft
again at home; and when their enemies were
curbed, they became a prey to the infolence and
opprcﬁion of their friends. As the fignori were
entirely under the influence of the duke “of Athens,
be exafted four hundred thoufand florins from the
city, in one year, though it was exprefsly ftipu-
lated in the agreement made with him, that he
fhould not raife above two hundred thoufand in
the whole ; befides which, either Charles or his
father were continually laying fome heavy tax
or other upon the citizens. Thefe miferies were
ftill increafed by new jealoufies, freth enemies, and
more extenfive wars, in which all the neighbour-
ing powers were involved, tiil fuddenly Caftruc-
cio, and Charles, duke Gf “Calabria and lord of
1328, Florence, both died. T¥ ‘Florentines, unex-
pectedly delivered from the oppreffion of one,
and dread of the other, and having once more
recovered their liberty, began to reform th:e com-
monwealth. They abrogarted the ordinances of
all former councils, and created two new ones,
one of which confifted of three hundred of the
commons, and the other of two hundred and fifty
of both commoners and nobility : the former was
called the council of the people, and the latter the

common council.

After the death of Caftruccio, in 1328, till the
year
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year 1340, the Florentines continued wholly in-
tent upon their affairs and wars abroad. 1n 1340
new difturbances arofe at home. The governors
of the city had two ways of maintaining and in-
creafing their authority : one was, by managing
the imborfations in fuch a manner as always to
fecure the fignori either to themfelves or their
creatures ; the other, by getting judges chofen
who they knew would be favourable to them in
their fentences. And how is it poffible, in any
fimple government, to prevent {uch management,
to draw all the legiflative, executive, and judicial
power into one center, and that ceater a junto of
ariftocratics ? But in this cafe, not content with
two judges, the governors fometimes conftituted
a third, whom they called captain of the guards;

with which office they now velted Jacomo d’Agob-

bio, and gave him an abfolute power over the
citizens. This Jacomo, under the diretion of
the governors, behaved with the moft fhamelefs
infolence and partiality, daily injuring or affront-
ing {fomeboedy or other. Some who were nobly

bom, and men of high fpirit, were provoked g

fuch a degree, that a fitranger fhould be intro-
duced into the city by a few of their fellow-citi-
zens who had the power in their hands, on pur-
pofe to infult and abufe all the refl, that they en-
tered into a confpiracy, with many other noble
families, and fome of the commoners,.that were
difgufted at fo tyrannical a government, to revenge
themfelves. hence a conipiracy, that again in-
volved the city in blood, in 1340. By artifice
and force together the fignori prevailed, and {up-
prefled the confpiracy, bcheadmcr fome, and pro-
claiming feveral other families Tebels.*  How-

* Nerli, p. 24. :
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ever, it did not fatiate the revenge of thofe in ad=
miniftration, to have conquered and fupprefled
thofe families: butr, like almoft all other men,
whofe infolence commonly increafes with their
power, they grew miore imperious and arbitrary as
they grew {tronger ; for though they had only one
captain of the guards to tyrannife over the city
before, they now appointed another to refide in
the country, and velted him with very great au-
thority 3 fo that any one who was in the leaft ob=
noxious to government could not live quietly,
either within the city or without it. The nobi-
lity, in particular, were daily abufed and infulted
by them in fuch a manner, that they only waited
for an opportunity to revenge themfielves at any
rate 3 and as one foon happened, they did not
fail to take advantage of it. The Florentines had
purchafed L.ucca, and carried on a war to recover
it ; but, after a long firaggle, were driven out.
of it, with much dithonour, and the lofs of all
their purchafe-money. This difafter, as it ufually
happens in like cafes, threw the people of Flo-
rence into fuch a rage again{t their governors, that
they publicly infulted and upbraided them wuh
their 11l condu&t and admuiniftration, in all places,
and upon every opportunity. .

In the beginning of the war, the management
of it had been commirtted to twenty citizens, who
appointed . Malatefta de Rimint commander in
chief of their forces in that expedition : but as he
executed that charge with little courage, had lefs
difcretion, they folicited Robert, king of Naples,
for fupplies ; which he accordingly fent them, un-
der the command of Gualtier, duke of Athens,
who, as the evil deftiny of the city would have it
arrived there juflt at the time when the enterprife
againft L.ucca had mifcarried. .

Xhe -
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The duke of Athens arrived at this time,* and
the governors being in great fear of the multi-
tude, made him confervator of the peace and
commander in chief, that he might have both au-
thority and power enough to defend them. The
nobility now refolved to take their revenge, even
though it fhould occafion the deftruction of the
city ; imagining there was no other way left to get
the better of the people, who had {o long domi-
neered over them, but to reduce them into fub-
jetion to a prince, who, being well acquainted
with the worth and generofity of the nobility, and
the infolence of the commons, might treat both
parties according to their deferts. They had many
private meetings to perfuade the duke to take the
government wholly into his hands, and promifed
to fupport him with all their intereft and power.
Several of the moft confiderable commoners joined
them, particularly the families of the Peruzzi,

Accxa:voh, Antellefi, and Buonaccorfi. Such en-

couragement, and fo fair an opportunity, inflamed
- the duke, who was naturally ambitious,_with a
{till greater thirft of power : and to ingratate him-
{elf with the lower fort of the pec;ple, by a&ting
like a juft and upright magiftrate, he ordered a
procefs to be commenced againft thofe that had
been entrufted with the management of the late
war againfl the Lucchefe : in confequence of which
Giovannt de Medici and two others were put to
death, feveral others banifhed, and many obliged
to pay large {ums of money for their pardor;.

This fevere manner of proceeding alarmed the

middle fort of citizens, though it was very grate-
ful to the nobility and common people, as the
latter generally take pleafure in execurions, *u‘xd

¥ Nerli; po1¢.'s ;
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the former were not a little rejoiced at the fall of
thofe by whom they bhad been fo grievoufly op«
prefled : fo that, whenever the duke paffed through
the ftreets, they refounded with acclamations and
praifes of his juftice and refolution, while every
one exhorted him to perfevere in his endeavours
to detect the guilty, and bring them to condign
punithment. Notwithftanding all the expoftula-

1342. tions of the fignori, in 1342, in an aflembly of
all the people, the government was given to the
duke for life, and he was carried about in a
chair, amidft the acclamations of the multitude ;
the itandard of the city was torn to pieces, and
the duke’s planted in its ftead, at which all the
good citizens were infinitely grieved and morti-
fied, whilft thofe, either out of malice or ftupi-
dity, had confented to this eleftion, did not a
little rejoice.

Machiavel’s next tafk is to give us a detail of
the duke’s tyrannical behaviour, which was as wild,
cruel, and mad, asall other tyranniecs have been-
which were created on the ruins of a republic.
The duke perceived the general odium he had in-
curred ; but affe€ted to think himfelf extremely
beloved. He was informed of a plot againft him,
in which the family of the Medici, and others, were
concerned ; but he ordered the informer to be put
to death. He cut out the tongue of Bettoni for
complaining of heavy taxes, &c. His outrages
were {ufficient to roufe the Florentines, who neither
knew how to value their liberty, nor endure fla-
very, fays Machiavel. But the truth is, they had
no liberty to value, and nothing but flavery to
endure ; their conflitution was no protection of
right ; their laws never governed. They were
flaves to every freak and paffion, every party and
faction, every afpiring or difappointed n?blc :

ome-
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fometimes to the pope, fometimes to the king

of Naples, fometimes to IL.ando ; fometimes to-
one nobleman, fometimes to another ; fometimes

to their own fignori, and {ometimes to their cap-

tains of arts. 1f the word republic muft be ufed.
to fignify every government in which more than

one man has a fhare, this muft be called by that

name it is true; but a republic and a free govern-

ment may be different things.

There were now three confpiracies on foot
againft the duke at once ; but each confpiracy was
a new f{yftem of tyranny, and aimed only at in-
troducing one {yftem inftead of another, inftead
of any concert, or reafonable combination, to take
down a bad government and fet up a good one.
T he three natural divifions of fociety formed three
different plots to fet up a new tyranny, each in
its own way: the nobility had one plot, the
commons another, and the artificers a third.
What ideas of the rights of mankind muft thefe
people have éntertained! The commons had been
deprived of the government, and they had no
idea that the nobility or artifans had any rights;
the nobility were not reftored to the government,
which was all they wanted ; and the artifans had
loft their bufinefs :* but none of thefe orders could
communicate with the others. Affaffination of"
the duke fecems to have been all the obje& in
view, as if that would remedy all the evils : the
plots, however, were too freely communicated,
and at laft were told to the duke.

In 1343 the city was all in a tumult, and 1343+
¢« Liberty, liberty !”” was the cry. A war was
carried on in the city, and each party changed
fides feveral times ; but, after long diftra&ions,
and much bloodfhed and devaftatuon, the duke
was blocked up in the palace, and the citizens

® : ; aflembled
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affembled to reform the government.  Four-.

teen perfons, one half of them of the nobility,
and the other commoners, with the archbithop,
had full power given them to new-model the
ftate. The judicial deparrment was commitred
to fix magiftrates, who were to adminiiter juftice
till the arrival of the perfon who fhould be
chofen to fill that office. ¢¢ Greater, certainly,”
fays Machiavel, ¢ and morecruel, is therefentment
of the people when they have recovered their
Jiberty, than when they are acting in defence
of it; and an inftance of brutal ferocity hap-
pened here that is a difgrace to human nature.
The people infifted upon {fome perfons being de-
Iivered up to them, and among them a father and
fon; -who were brought out and delivered
up to thoufands of their enemies : and though the
fon was not eighteen, yet neither his youth nor in-
nocence, nor the gracefulnefs of his perfon, were
{ufficient to proteét him from the rage of the
multitude. Many who could not get near enough

to reach them whilft they were alive, thruft their

fwords into them after they were dead ; and not
content with this, they tore their carcafies to pieces
with their nails and teeth, that {o all their fenfes
might be glutted with revenge; and after they
had feafted their ears with their groans, their
eyes with their wounds, and their touch with
tearing, the flefh off their bones, as if all this
was nat enough, the tafte likewife muft have its
fhare and be grartified.” This is Machiavel’s de-
fcription of this {avage barbarity ; and his words

are here preferved, that it may be feen and con-

fidered, that human nature is the {ame in a2 mob
as upon a throne, and that unbridled paffions are
at leaft as brutal and diabolical, and unlimited
power as tyrannical, in a mob as in a monarch ar

{enate ;
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fenate : they are worle, for there is always 3
number among them who are under lefs refiraints
of fhame a0tk decency. Afterthe people were
thus fariared with blood, the duke and his friends
were {uffered to withdraw, with their effe&s, un
molefted out of Florence. After {ome difputes
between the nobility and people, it was agreed
that one third of the fignori, and one half of the

other magifirates and other offices of ftate, fhould

confilt of the nobility. The city was divided into

fix parts, each of which chofe one of the fignari;
and though it fometimes happened that their num-
ber was increafed to twelve or thirteen, yet they
were afterwards again reduced to fix. But as thefe
fix parts were not duly proportioned, and they
defigned to give more power and authority to the
nobility, i1t was neceflary to make a new regula-
tion in this point, and to increafe the number of
fignori. They divided the city therefore into
quarters, and chofe three of the fignort out of
each. The ftandard-bearer of juftice, and thofe
of the feveral companies, were laid afide ; and in-
frtead of the twelve buonhomini, they created
cight counfellors, four of each quality.

e Thecommonwealth,” {ays Machiavel, ““being
fertled upon this bottom » might have continued
quiet and happy, if the nobility could have
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‘¢ bounds of that moderation which 1s requifite
€ 5

in all republican governments,” It is impof-

fible to read thefe grave refleCtions of Machia- |

vel and Nedham, fo often repeated, with pati-
ence. It would be as wife to fay, that the nation
might be quiet and happy under a defpot or
monarch, if the defpot or maparch, and his mi-
nifters and minions, could be content and mo-
derate; or that the commonwealth might be
bappy under an oligarchy or fimple ariftocracy, if

all

been content to confine themfelves within the

5
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Florence.

~ all concerned in government could be content and
moderate. When we know human nature to be
utterly incapable of this content, why fhould we
fuppofe it? Human nature 1s querulous and dif-
contented wherever it appears, and almoft all the
happinefs it is capable of arifes from this difcon-
tented humour. It is a&ion, not reft, that con-
ftitutes our pleafure. All we have to do is to
guard and provide againft this quality ; we can-
not eradicate it. ¢ But the behaviour of the no-
¢¢ bility was quite the contrary,” fays Machiavei ;
¢ for as they always difdained the thoughts of
¢ equality, even when they lived a private life, fo
¢ now they were in the magifiracy they thought to
¢¢ dominecer over the whole city, and every day
¢¢ produced frefh inftances of their pride and arro-
¢¢ gance ; which exceedingly galled the people,
¢ when they faw they had depofed one tyrant,
¢¢ only to make room for a thoufand.” All this
one may f{afely believe to be exaétly true; but what
then? Why, they ought to have feparated the
nobles from the commmons, and made each inde-
pendent on the other. Mixed together, in equal
halves, the nobles will for ever tyrannife. The
mfolence of one fide, and the indignatton and
impatience of the other, at laft increafed to fuch
a height, that both fides flew to arms, and the peo-
ple, being moft numerous, carried their point, and
deprived the nobles in the fignori of their autho-
rity : the four counfellors of their order were alfo
turned out of their offices, and the remaining
fHumber increafed to twelve, which confifted of
commoners only, Befides which, the eight which
remained in the fignori not only made a new
ftandard-bearer of juitice, and fixteen other ftand-
ard-bearers over the companies of the people, but

modelled all the councils in fuch 3 manner, that
IR A3 the
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the government was now entirely in the hands of.

the people: and we fhall foon fee how well it

operated.—T here happened a great dearth in Flo~ .

rence, fo that there were grievous difcontents both.
among the nobility and common people: the
former repining -at the lofs of their authority, and
the latrer murmuring for want of bread. Andrea
Sirczzi fold corn as cheap as M=lius did i
Rome. This drew fuch numbers to his houfey
that he boldly mounted his horfe ore mornings
and putting himfelf at the head of them, called
upon all the reft of the people to take up arms=
by which means he got together above four thou-
fand men in lefs than an hour, and condu&ing them
to the palace of the fignori, demanded the doors
of it to be thrown open to him. This attempt
was -too bold and rath to {ucceed: yet it gavethe
nobility frelh hopes of recovering their power,
now they faw the inferior fort of people fo incenfed
againft the commons. ‘They refolved to take arms; -
and make ufe of all manner of allies to regain
that by force which they conceived had been
taken from them with fo much injuftice; and
to infure fuccefs, they provided themfelves with
arms, fortified their houfes, and fent to their friends
in Lombardy for fupplies. The commons and the
fignori, on the other hand, were no lefs bufy ia
arming themfielves, and fent to the Sianefe and
Perugians to defire their afliftance ; fo that when
the auxiharies on each fide arrived, the whole city
was foon in arms.—W e ought to paufe here, and
remark a commbination of parties that is perfeétly
natural, though it has feidom occurred in the
hiftory of any npation fo diftinéitly as to be def-
canted on by hiftorians or politicians. Here is as
diftinét a divifion between the commons and the

dower clafs, as there ever- was between nobles and

You. §1, ; j ¥ COIMMOons.
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Florence.

commons. By the commons in this place are
meant, thofe citizens who in every nation of the
world are commonly denominated ke middling
people, who, it muft be confefled, have been, in all
ages and countries, the moft induftrious and frugal,
and every way the moft virtuous part of the com-
munity. In all countries they have fome influence;
in many they have had fome fhare in the govern-
ment : but no inftance but this is at prefent recol-
leted where they have ever had a fovereignty in
their hands, exclufive both of the higheft and
loweft claffes of citizens. As if it had been the
mtention of Providence to exhibit to mankind a
demonftration, that power has the fame effeéls
upon all minds, we find in this inftance the Flo-
rentine cornmons difcovering the {fame difpofition
to tyrannife over all above and all below them, as
clearly as ever kings, nobles, or mobs, difcovered
it when they had the power. The nobility drew
up in three divifions. The commons, afiembled
under the ftandard of juftice, and the colours of
their refpetive companies, and under the com-
mand of the Medici, immediately attacked one
of the divifions of the nobility. At this time
the Medici were only commoners ; we fhall here-
after fee that they became nobles and fovereigns,
and have placed fons and daughters on fome of
the thrones of Europe. The attion was hot and
bloody for three hours, during which they had
great {tones tumbled down on their heads from the
tops of the houfes, and were terribly galled with
crofs-bows below. All parties behaved with an
obftinate bravery, that weuld have done honour to
any good caufe; but it is unneceflary to relate all
the attacks and defences, and all the viciffitudes of
fortune, in the courfe of the civil war: the num-
bers of the commeoners finally prevailed, < upon.

' < which,””

2
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which,” fays Machiavel, < the people, efpe-

L4
<€ cially the inferior fort of them, naturally rapa-
¢c cious and' greedy of {poil, began to plunder

<« the houfes of the nobility, which they afterwards -

¢« burnt down to the ground; and committed
¢ fuch other outrages, as the bitcereft enemy to
<¢ the city of Florence would have been athamed
*« of.”” The nobility being in this manner eatirely
fubdued, the people took upon them to reform
the ftate; and as there were three degrees of them,
it was ordaincd, that the higheft rank thould have
the nomination of two of the fignori, the middle
fort of three, and the loweft of - three more, and
that the ftandard-bearer of juftice fhould be chofen
by turns out of all three. The old laws were re-
vived and put 1n execution againft the nobility ;

and, to reduce them ftill more effectually, many

of them were incorporated with the other claffes.®

By theie means they were brought fo low, that |

they became abject and puﬁllammcus, and never
durft rife any more againft the people 3 fo that
being deprived of their arms and honours, their
fpirit and generofity likewife feemed to be extin-
guithed. Afrer this depreffion of the nobles, the
plague, of which above ninety-fix thoufand peo-
ple died in Florence, and a war with the Viecenti,
kept the city in tranquillity till 1353. Thc war
being -ended, new factions fprung up in the city;
for though the nobility were ruined, fortune found

other means to raife frefh troubles and diffen~

fions.

The bitter animofities which generally happen
berween the people and nobility, from an ambi«
tion 1n the one to command, and a relu&ance in
the other to oebey, are the natural fourees of thofe

% Nerli, p. 18. Molti avveliti fi fanno popolani.
D2 calamities
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¢alamities that are incident to commonwealths ;'
for all other evils that ufually diiturb their peace
are both occafioned and fomented by this contra-
riety of difpofitions. It was this that kept Rome
fo long divided. This alfo gave birth to the fac-
tions that fprung up in Florence; though indeed
it produced very different effeCts at laft in the
two cities; for the difputes that firft arofc be-
tween the nobility and people of Rome were
determined by reafon and expoftulation ; but thofe
of Florence by the fword. In Rome, that was
effe&ted by the laws, which in Florence could
Hardly be done by the banifhment and death of
numbers of their citizens. The quarrels of the
Romans ftill added to their {pirit and military vir-
tue; while thofe of the Florentines utterly extin-
guithed them. The former deftroyed that equality
which was at firft eftablithed, and introduced a
prodigiaus difparity among the citizens : the latter,
on the contrary, abolifhed all fuperiority or dif-
" ference of rank, and put every man upon the
fame level. This diverfity of effects muft cer-
tainly have proceeded from a difference of views.
‘The people of Rome defired no more than te
fhare with the nobility in the adminiftration of
the commonwealth; but the people of Florence
were not only defirous to have the government
of the ftate to themielves, but ufed violent mea-
fures, and took up arms to exclude their nobles
from any part in 1t: and as the terms of the
Roman people were more moderate, their de-.
mands feemed not unreafonable rto the nobility,
who therefore complied with them ; fo that, after
fome hittle bickerings, and without coming to an:
aopen rupture, a law was made, by which the peo-
ple were {fatisfied, at leaft for a time, ‘and the
nobles continued in their honours and offices. ' On

¥ 3 the
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the other hand, the demands of the Florentine
people were {o extravagant and injurious, that the
‘nobility took up arms to fupport their privileges,
and their quarrels grew to fuch a height, that
numbers were either banifhed or flain before they
could be ended ; and the laws afterwards made,
“were calculated rather for the private advan
of the victors, than the good of the public. ~ The
Huccefs of the people of Rome made that ftate
more powerful ; for as they were equally admitted
to govern the commonwealth, and to command
their armies and provinces, with the nobility, they
‘became infpired with the fame virtue and magna-
‘nimity ; and as they grew more public fpirited,
.their power alfo increafed. But in Florence, when
the people had fubdued the nobility, they divefted
‘them of all manner of authority, and left them
‘no pofiibility of recovering any part of it, except
they would entirely conform to their cuftoms and
way of living, and not only fubmit to appear, but
‘to be commoners like themfelves. And this was
the reafon that induced them to change their arms
and vary their titles, and the names of their fami-
lies, which was fo frequent in thofe times among
the nobility, in order to infinuate themfelves into
the affeftions of the peeple : fo that the military
{pirit, and greatnefs of foul, for which the nobility
had been held in fuch veneration, was utterly ex-
tinguithed, and not by any means to be raifed in
the people, where there were no feeds of it: by
‘which means Florence became every day more
abjéct and pufillanimous. And whereas Romeat
laft grew fo powerful and wanton by the effect
of its virtue, that it could not be governed other-
wife than by one prince ; Florence was reduced
fo low, that a wife legiflator might eafily have
“meodelled it, and given it what form he pleafed.
e > 8, ’ The
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T he faftions between the nobility and the com-
mons, which ended in the utter ruin of the for-
mer, have been already related ; but peace was
not obtained. AIll authority was in one center,
the commons ; and there were other orders of ci-
tizens who were not f{atisfied ; the fame conteft
therefore continued, under 2 new form and new
names. They now happened berween the com-
mons and plebeians, which were only new names,
in reality, for a new nobility and commons: the
commons now took the place of the nobility, and
the plebeians that of the commons. Machiavel
is as clear and full for a mixed government as any
writer ; but the noble invention of the negative
of an executive, upon a legtflature in two branches,
which is the only remedy in contefts between no-
bles and commons, feems never to have entered
his thoughts; and nothing is more entertaining
than that mift which 1s perpetually before eyes fo
piercing, fo capable of looking fo far through the
hearts and deeds of men as his, for want of that
thought. ¢ There feemed to be no feeds of fu-
¢ ture diflenfions left in Florence.” No feeds!
Not one feed had been eradicated: all the feeds
that ever exifted remained in full vigour. The
feeds were 1n the human heart; and wer¢ as ready
to fhoot in commons and plebeians, as they had
been in nobles. ¢ But the evil deitiny of our
¢¢ city, and want of good conduét, occaflioned a
¢ new emulation between the families of the Al-
< bizi and the Ricci,* which produeed as fatal

« divifions

* Erano in que’ tempi cofi fatti gli Albizi, e’ Kicci due
famiglie popolane intra V’altre di gran reputazione, e di molto
feguito, per efler di parentado grandiffimo, ed erano in ciaf-
cheduna di efle, vomini grandi, e reputati, e che afpiravano
molto alli primi gradi del governo, e alla grandezza dello

. ftate
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¢< divifions as thofe between the Buondelmonti and
¢« Uberti, and the other between the Cherchi and
<¢ Donati, had done before.” It was no evil def-
tiny peculiar to Florence; it is common to every
city, nation, village, and club. The evil deftiny
i1s in human nature. And if the plebeians had
prevailed over the commons, as thefe had done
over the nobility, fome two plebeian families
would have appeared upon the ftage, with all the
emulation of the Albizi and Ricci, to occafion
divifions and diffenfions, fedirions and rebellions,
confifcations and banifhments, afiaffinations, con-
flagrations, and maffacres, and all other fuch good
things as appear for ever to recommend a fimple
government in every form. When itis found in
experience, and appears probable in theory, that
fo fimple an invention as a {eparate executive, with
power to defend itfelf, is a full remedy againft the
fatal effedls of diffenfions between nobles and com-
mons, why fhould we ftill finally hope that fimple
governments or mxtures of two ingredients only,
will produce effets which they never did, and we
know never can? Why fhould the people be ftiil
deceived with infinuations, that thofe evils arofe
from the deftiny of a particular city, when we
know that deftiny is common to all mankind 2
« Betwixt the two families of Albizi and Ricci
¢ there was a mortal harred, each confpiring the
¢ deftruftion of the other, in order to engrofs the
< fole management of the commonwealth with
¢ Jefs difficulty.* However, they had not as yet

- < raken

ftato loro, e perd traendo ad un medefimo fegno, eratra lore
odio, e 1’emulazione, ma non gid erano venuti a manifefta
divifione, ne all® armi, per infino all”’ anno 1353. Nerli,
p. 21. : : :
* E pero Uguccione de Ricci refiringendofi, come capodi
TS ; quella
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¢ taken up arms, or proceeded to open violence
¢¢ on either-fide, but only thwarted each other in
¢¢ council, and the execution of their offices.””—A
private quarrel happened in the market, and a ru=
mour was inftantly {pread, nobody knew by whom,
that the Ricci were going to -attack the Albizi;
and by others it was faid, that the Albizi were
préparing to fall upon the Ricci. Thefe ftories
were carried to both parties, and occafioned fuch
an uproar throughout the whole city, that the ma-
giftrates found it very difficult to keep the two
families and their friends, from coming to a battle
in earneft; though neéither fide had intended any
fuch thing, as was malicioufly reported. This dii=
turbance, though accidental, inflamed their former
animofities, and determined both fides to firengthen
their parties, and be upon their guard ; and fince
the citizens were reduced to fuch a degree of
equality by the fuppreflfion of the nobility, that
the magiftrates were held in greater reverence than
ever they had been before, each family refolved ta

avail themfelves rather of public and ordinary

means, than of private violence.

The intrigues of thefe two families to fupplant
each other are very curiocus; but as the detail of
them is long, we fhall leave the reader to amufe

_himfelf with them at his leifure, and come to a

fpeech made to the fignori, by an eminent citizen,
when affairs were become fo critical and danger-
ous as to alarm all impartial men. < The com-

uella famiglia, con gli fuoi conforti, e con i primi capi della.
loro fetta, penfarono di poter privar del governo gli Albizi,
come difceti anticamente d’Arezzo, ¢ pero tegnenti del Ghi-
beliino ogni volta, che fi ritrovaffe una legge, per la quale
era prohibito a qualunque diicefo di Ghibellino di poter
efercitare officio, o magiftrato alcuno, la quel legge era difu-
fata, n¢ piu s’adoperava, nt fi mettava in atto o s’offervava
in modo alcuno. Nerli, p. 21,
{ 44 mOI.‘g



B e i e e e e e s e e

E

ce
<<
(43
&<
<¢
<<
<<
14 4
£€C
€<
€<
€<
cc
<€
<
&<
L33
<«
EL]
€<
€<
<
«@
€c

14

e

L ¥4
&€
€C
cc
<c
£c
£¢
¢
€¢

£c

133

mon- difeafe,” ‘fays he, ¢ magnificent figniors§
of the other cities in Italy has invaded ours,
and is continually eating deeper and degper into
its vitals.” All our towns, for want of due re-
ftraint, have ran into extremes, and from liberty
degenerated into downright licentioufnefs, mak-
ing fuch laws and inftituting fuch governments,
as were rather calculated to fomentand {upport
“factions, than maintain freedom. ¥rom this
fource are derived all the defets and drforders
we labour under: no friendfhip or union is to
be found among the citizens, except berwixt
fuch as are accomplices in fome wicked defign,
either againit their neighbours or their country ;
all religion and fear of God are utterly ex-
tinguifhed ; promifes and oaths are no further
binding than they ferve to promote fome pri-
vate advantage, and taken, not with any defign
to obferve them, but as necefiary means to fa-
cilitate the etration of villanies, which are
even honoured and applauded as good condu&,
if they meet with {fuccefs. From hence it
comes to pafs, that the moft wicked and aban-
doned wretches are admired asable, enterprifing
men ; while the innocent and confcientious
are laughed at, and defpifed as fools. The
young men are indolent and effeminate; the
old, lafcivious and- contemptible : without re-
gard to age or fex, every place is full of the
moft licentious brutality, for which the laws
themfelves, though good and wholefome, are
yet fo partially executed, that they do not afford
any remedy. This is the real caufe of that
felifh {pirit which now fo generally prevails,
and of that ambition, not for true glory, but
for places which difhonour the poffefiors:
hence proceed thofe fatal animofities, thofe fccc;sf
: €€

%
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of envy, revenge, and fa&ion, with their ufual
attendants, execurions, banithments, depreflfion
of gogd men, and exaltation of the wicked.—
The ringleaders of parties varnifhed over their
pernicious defigns with fome facred title: for
being, in reality, enemtes to all liberty, they
more effetually defiroy it, by pretending to
defend the rights fometimes of the nobility,
fometimes of the commons; fince the fruie
which they expet from a vi€tory is not the
glory of having delivered their country, but the
tatisfaCtion of having conquered the oppofite
party and fecured the government of the ftate
to themfelves ; and when once they have ob-
tained that, there 1s no fort of cruelty; injuftice,
or rapine, that they are not guilty of. From
thenceforward laws areenated, not for the com-
mon good, but for private ends ; war and peace
are made, and alliances concluded, not for the
honour of the public, but to gratify the hu-
mours of particular men: our laws, our ftatutes,
and civil ordinances, are made to indulge the
caprice, or ferve the ambition of the conqueror,
not to promote the- true intereft of a free peo-
ple; fo that one fa&tion is no fooner extin-
guifhed, but aneother is lighted up. A city that
endeavours to fupport itlelf by parties inftead
of laws, can never be at peace; for when one
prevails, and is left without oppeofition, it necef-
farily divides again. Whenthe Ghibellines were
deprefied, every one thought the Guelphs would
then have lived in peace and fecurity ; and yet
it was not long before they divided into the fac-
tion of the Neri and Bianchi. When the Bianchi
werereduced, new cormmotions arofe, fometimes
in favour of the exiles, fometimes betwixt the
nobtlity and people: and to give that away to

<« others,
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others, which we could not or would not pofiefs
quietly ourfelves, we firft committed our liber-
ties into the hands of king Robert, then of his
brother, next of his fon, and laft of all to the
mercy of the duke of Athens, never fetting or
repofing under any government ; as people that
could neither be fatisfied with being free, nor
fubmit to live in flavery. Nay, fo y much was

our ftare inclined to divifion, that rather than

acquiefce under the government of a king, it
meanly proftituted itfelf to the tyranny of a
vile and pitiful Agobbian. The duke of Athens
was no fooner expelled, but we took up arms

again, and fought againft each other with more

rancour and inveteracy than ever, till the an-
cient nobility were entirely fubdued, and lay at
the mercyof thepeople. It wasthen the general
opwnion there would be no more faftiens or
troubles in Florence, fince thofe were humbled
whofe infupportable pride and ambition had
been the chief occafion of them: but we now
fee that pride and ambition, which was thought
to be utterly extinguifhed by the fall of the no-
bility, now {prings up again among the people,
who begin to be equally 1mpatten£ for autho-
rity, and afpire with the fame vehemence tothe

firft offices in the commmonwezlth. It feemsthe

will of Heaven that certain families fhould
fpring up in all commonwealths to be the peft
and ruin of them : our city owes irs miferies
and diftraétions not merely to one or two, but

to feveial of thofe families ; firft to the Buon-

delmonti and Uberti, next to the Donati and
Cherchi, and now, to our fhame be it fpoken,
to the Ricci and Albizi. Why may not this
commonwealth, in {pite of former examples to
the contrary, not only be united, but rcformeg
(11 an
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¢ and improved by new laws and conftitutions ?

“ You muft not impute the fallions of our anceflors
“ 10 the nature of men, but to the iniquity of the
¢¢ rimes, which being now altered, afford this city
¢ fair hopes of better fortune ; and our diforders
<< may be correted by the inftitution of whole-

4 fome laws, by a‘'prudent reftraint of ambition,

‘¢« and by prohibiring fuch cuftoms as tend to
¢« nourifh and propagate fattions, and by fubfli-
¢« tuting others that may conduce to mam:a.r}

s l}bcrty and good civil government.”

T his {peech, although upon the whole it is ex-
ceilent, has feveral eflfential miﬁa.k.cs- ‘That cer-
tain families will fpring up in every fimple go-
wverniment, and in every injudicious mixture of
ariftocracy and democracy, to be the peft and ruin
of them, 1s meoft certain. ¥t is the will of Heaven
thatthe happinefsof nations fhould depend upon the
ule of ther realon, as well as that of individuals;
they muflt therefore provide for themfelves con-
ftitutions, which will reftrain the ambition of fa-
mnilies : without the reftraint, the ambition cannot
be prevented ; nature has planted it in every hu-
man heart. The fations of their anceftors ought
not to have been imputed to the iniquity of the
times; for all times and places are fo 1niquitous.
Thofe fadions grew out of the nature of men un-
der fuch forms of government ; and the new form
ought to have been fo contrived, as to produce a

remedy for the evil. This might have been done;

for there is a way of making the laws more pow-
erful than any particular perfons or families.—As
this advice was conformable to the fentiments of

the fignori, they appointed fifty-fix citizens * to

provide for the fafety of the commonwealth: but

* Nerli, p.22.  Fececreare una balia de 6. cittadini« *
- as
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as moft people are fitter to preferve good order,
than to reftore it when loft, thefe cimzens took
more pains to extinguifth the prefent faétions, than
to provide againft new ones, which was the reafon
that they fucceeded in neither; for they not only
did not take away the occafion of frefh enes, but
made one of thofe that were then fubfifting fo

much more powerful than the other, that the -

commonwealth was in great danger. They de-
prived three of the family of Albxz;, and as many

of the Ricci, of all thare in the magiftracy for

three years, except in fuch branches of it as were
particularly appropriated to the Guelph party; of
which number Pietro degli Albizi and Uguccione
de Ricci were two. T hefe provifions bore much
harder upon the Ricci than the Albizi; for though

they were equally ftigmatized, yet the Ricci were™

the greater fufferers. Pietro, mdeed was excluded
from the palace of the fignori, but _lie had  fee
admittance into that of the Guelphs, where his
authority was very great; and theu h he and his
aflociates were forward enough in their admoni-
tions before, they became much forwarder after
this mark of difgrace, and new accidents oc-
curred, which ftill more inflamed their refentment.
Gregory the Eleventh was pope at that time, and
refiding at Avignon, as his late predecefifors had
done, he coverned Italy by legates, who being
haughty and rapacious, bad grievoufly opprefled
feveral of the cities. .One of thefe legates being
then at Bologna, took advantage of a {fcarcity,
and refolved to make himfeclf mafter of Tufcany.
This occalioned the war with the pope.* The
Florentines entered into a confederacy with Ga-

leazzo, and all the other ftates that were at va-

- NCI'H, Pc 23- 2 .
riance
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riance with the church; after which they appointed
eight critizéns for the management of it, whom

- they invefted with an abfolute power of proceed-

ing, and difburfing money without controul or
account. This war gave freflh courage to the
Ricci, who, in oppofition to the Albizi, had vpon
all occafions favoured Galeazzo, and appeared
againft the church; and efpecially becaufe all the
eight were enemies to the Guelphs : bur though
they made a vigorous war againit cthe pope, they
could not defend themfelves againft the caprains
and their adherents. The envy and indignation
with which the Guelphs looked upon the eight,
made them grow fo bold and infolent, that they
often affronted and abufed them, as well as the
reft of the principal citizens. ~'The captains were
no lefs arrogant; they were even more dreaded
than the fignori, and men went with greater awe
and reverence to their houfes than to the palace;
fo that all the ambafifadors who came to Florence
were inftructed to addrefs themfielves to the cap-
tains.

A fter the death of the pope, the city had no war
abroad, but was in great confufion at home ; for,
on one hand, the Guelphs were become fo auda-
cious, that they were no longer fupportable ; and
on the other, there was no vifible way to fupprefs
them : it was necefiary, therefore, to take up arms,
and lcave the event to fortune. On the fide of
the Guelphs were all the ancient nobility, and the
greater part of the more powerful citizens: on
the other were all the inferior fort of people,
headed by the eight, and joined by George Scali,
Strozzi, the Ricci, the Alberti, and the Medici.
The reft of the multitude, as it almoft always
happened, joined with the dilcontented party.
The power of their adverfaries feemed to be very
' great

- o~
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great to the heads of the Guelphs, and their dan-
ger great, if at any time 2 fignori that was not on
their fide fhould attempt to deprefsthem. They
found the number of perfons who had been ad-
monifhed was fo great, that they had difcbliged
moft of the citizens, and made them their ene-
mies.  They thought there was no other remedy,

now they had deprived them of cheir honours, but

to banifh them out of the city, feize upon the pa-
lace of the fignori, and put the government of the
ftate wholly into the hands of their own crea-
tures, according to the example of the Guelphs,
their predeceffors, whofe quiet and fecurity was
entirely owing to the total expulfion of their ene-
mies ; buc as they differed in opinion about the
time of putting their proje&t in execution, the
eight, aware of the trick intended, deferred the
zmbor{'anon, and Sylveftro, rhe fon of Almanno
de Medici, was appointed gonfalonier.* As he

was born of one of the moft confiderable families.

of the commoners, he could not bear to fee the
people opprefled by a few grandees. With Al-
berti, Strozzi, and Scali, he fecretly prepared a
decree, by which the laws againft the nobility
were to be revived, the authonty of the captains
retrcnchcd, and thofc who had been admonifthed
admitted into the magiftracy. Sylveltro being
prefident, and canfequently prince of the city for
a time, caufed both a college and council to be

called the fame morning; but this decree was

thrown out as an innovation. He went away ta
the council, and pretended to refign his office, and
leave the people to choofe another perfon, who
mighe either have more virtue or better fortune
than himfelf: ypon this, fuch of the council as
were in the fecret, and others who withed for a

* Nerli, p.23.

change,
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1378. change, raifed a tumult in 1378,* to which the

fignori and the colleges immediately repaired; and-
feeing their gonfalonier retiring, they obliged him,
partly by their authority, and partly by their en-.

treaties, to return to the council, which was in
great confufion.: Many of the principal citizens:
were threatened, 2nd treated with the utmoft info-
lence ; among the reft, Carlo Strozzi was collared.
by anartificer,and would bave been knocked onthe
head, if fome of the by-ftanders had not refcued
him. But the perfon who made the greateft dif-

turbance was Benedetto degli Alberti, who got
into-one of the windows of the palace, and called -
out to the people to arm ; upon which the piazza

was inftantly full of armed men, and the colleges

were obliged to do that by fear, which they would
not come into when they were petitioned. But
whoever intends to make any alteration in-a com=
monwealth, and to effe&t it by raifing the multi-
tude, will find himfelf deceived, if he thinks he
can f{top where he will, and condu& it as he

- pleafes. The defign of Sylveftro was to quiet and:

feeure the city, but the thing took a very different
turn; for the people were in fuch a ferment, thac
the fthops were thut up, the houfes barricadoed,
and many removed their goods for fecurity into
churches and convents. All the companies of the
arts affembled, and each of them appointed a
fyndic. The fignori called the colleges together,
and were a whole day in confulration with the
fyndics, how to compofe the diforder to the fatif=
faltion of all parties ; but they could not agree.
T he council, then, to hold out fome hopes of fa-
tisfactipn to the arts and the reft of the people;
gave a full power, which the Florentines call a ba~
lia, tp the fignori, the colleges, the ecight, the

* Muratori, Annal. tom. vili. p. 375. Gino-Camponi dei
tumulto de’ Ciompi, tom. xviil. Rer. ltalic.
captains
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caprains of the parties, and the fyndics of the artss
to reform the ftate. Burt while they were employed .
in this, fome of the inferior companies of the arts,
at the inftigation of certain perfons, who wanted
to revenge the late injuries they had received
from the Guelphs, detached themf{elves from the
reft, and went to plundering and burning houfes:
they broke open the jails, fet the prifoners at li- .
berty,and plundered the monafteries and convents.
The next morning the balia proceeded to re-qua-
lify the ammoniti, the admonifbed, though with an
injunétion not to exercife any funtion in the ma-
giftracy for three years: they repealed fuch laws
as had been made by the Guelphs to the prejudice
of the ether citizens, and proclaimed rebels many
who had incurred the hatred of the public; afrer
which the names of the new fignori were publifhed,
and Louigi Guicciardini declared their gonfalo-
nier.®* [f thofe who were admonifthed, the anz-
moniti, could have been content, the city wasin a
fair way of being quieted ; but they thought it
hard to wait three years longer, before they could
enjoy any fhare in the magiltracy. The arts af-
{fembled again to obtain fatsfaction for them, and
demanded of the fignori, that for the good and
quiet of the city it fhould be decreed, that no
citizen for the future fthould be admonithed as a
Ghibelline, who had ever been one of the fignori
or the college, or the captains of the companies,
or the confuls or {yndics of any of the arts; and
farther, that a new imborfation fhould be made of
the Guelph party, and the old one burnt. It fel-
dom happens, that men who covet the property of
others, and lang for revenge, are fatisfied with a
bare reftitution of their own. Accordingly fome,

* Nerli, p. 21. ‘
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who expected to advance their fortunes by exciting
commotions,* endeavoured to perfuade the arti-
ficers, that they could never be fafe, except many
of their enemies were either banithed or cut off.

The city continued in the utmoft confufion be-

tween the two new parties of commons and ple-
beians. But waving a particular detail, the eflence

of {everal years miferies may be colleted from

two {peeches. One is of Louigit Guicciardini, a
ftandard-bearer to the plebeians :—<¢ The more we
¢¢ orant,”’{ays he,*“ the more fhamelefsand arrogant
¢¢ are your demands. Others may flatter you, but
¢¢ we fhall always think it our duty to tell you
plainly, and without difguife, what we think is for
your good. Whar is there, in the name of God,
¢¢ that you can reafonably atk more of us? Youw
¢¢ defired to have the captains of the parties de~
prived of their authority ; they have been de-
<< prived. You infifted that the old imborfation
«¢ {hould be burnt, and a new one made ; we con-
¢¢ fented. You wanted to have thofe re-inftated
¢¢ in the magiftracy that had been admonifhed ;
<¢ it has been granted. At your interceffion we
¢¢ pardoned fuch as had been guilty of burnin
¢ houfes, and robbing churches, and banithed
many of our principal citizens at your inftiga-
¢¢ tion. To gratfy you, the grandees are bridled
¢¢ with new laws, and every thing done that might
give you content : where then can we expect

L3
&<

€<

€<

€¢

¢ your demands will ftop ; or how long will you

* TFu facile a Salvefiro de Medici, € a gli altri, levato che
fu tumulto, vincer la legge; ma non fu gia loro cofi facile,
n& poterano a pofta loro termare il tumulto moffo nel popolo,
e nella plebe, che s’era anco Sollevata in modo, che da quefto
rumore ne fegui Parfione, e il facco di molte cafi. Attefe la
sfrenata moltitudine due, o tre giornia a faccheggiare, e, ar-

ere quello potette, Nerli, p. 24.
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‘¢ thus abufe your liberty ? Why will ye fuffer
‘¢ your own difcords to bring the city into fla-
““ very ? What elfe can ye expe&t from your
¢¢ divifions ? what, from the goods ye have already
“¢ taken, or may hereafter take from your fellow-
“¢ citizens, bur fervitude and poverty ? The per-
‘¢ fons you plunder are thofe whofe fortunes and
¢¢ abilities are the defence of the ftate, and if
“¢ they fail, how mutt it be fupported ? Whatever
‘¢ 1s got that way cannot lait long ; and then ye

¢ have nothing to look for but remedilefs famine
€¢ and diitrefs.” Thefe expoftulations made fome
impreflion; and they promifed to be good citizens
and obedient ; but a freth tumult foon arofe, more
dangerous than the former. The greater part of
the late robberies, and other mifchiefs, had been
committed by the rabble and dregs of the people;
and thofe of them who had been the moft auda-
cious apprehended, that when the moft material
differences were compo{'ed they fhould be called

to an account for their crmes, and deferted, as it

always happens, by thofe very perfons at whofe
inltigation they had committed them. Befides
which, the inferior fort of people had conceived
an hatred againft the richer citizens and principals
of the arts, upon a pretence that they had not
been rewarded for their paft fervices in proportion
o what they deferved.

To fhow how divifions grow, wherever human
nature is without a check, it is worthh while to be
particular here. When the city was firft divided
into arts, in the time of Charles the Firft, there
was a proper head or governor appoxnted over
cach of them, to whofe jurifdi&tion, in civil cafes,
every perfon in the fcveral arts was to be fubjett.
Thefe arts or companies, as we have faid, were at
firft but twelve, but afterwards they were increafed

_ E 3 1o
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to twenty-one, and arrived at fuch power and au-
thority, that in a few years they wholly engrofied
the government of the city : and becaufe fome
were more and others lefs honourable among them,
they came by degrees to be diftinguithed, and
feven of them were called the greater arts, and
fourteen the lefs. - From this divifion proceeded
the arrogance of the caprains of the parties; for
the citizens who had formerly been Guelphs, to
which party thofe offices were always appro-
priated, had made it a conftant rule to favour
the greater arts, and to difcountenance the lefs,
and all thofe who fided with them ; which chiefly
gave occafion to all the tumults we have hitherto
made mention of: and, as in the divifion of the
people into arts and corporations, there were many
trades in which the meaner fort are ufually occu-
pied, that were not incorporated into any diftiné
or particular company of their own, but admitted
into any of the others, according as the nature of
their craft made them fit, it happened, that when
they were not duly fatisfied for their labour, or any
otherwife opprefled by their mafters, they bhad no
other head to apply to for redrefs but the magif-
trate of that company, to which the perfon be-
longed that employed them, who, they commonly
thought, did not do them juftice. Now, of all
the companies in the city, that of the clothiers
had the moft of this fort of people depending
upon it; and being more opulent and powerful
than any of the reft, it maintained by far the
greater part of the multitude. The meaner fort
of the people, therefore, both of this company
and the others, were highly enraged at fuch treat-
ment ; and being alfo terrified at the apprehenfion
of being punifthed for their late outrages, they had
{requent meetings in the night ; where, confider-

ing.



Achiavel,

ihg what had happened, they reprefented to each
other the danger they were in; and to animate
and unite them all; one of the boldeft and moft
experienced of them harangued his companions
in this manner: ¢ If it was now to be debated,
¢¢ whether we fhould take arms, to plunder and
¥¢ burn the houfes of our fellow-citizens, and rob

¢¢ the churches, I fhould be one of thofe who

“¢ would think it worthy of great confideration,and
“¢ perhaps be induced to prefer fecure poverty to
¢¢ hazardous gain. But fince arms have been al-
€¢ ready taken up, and much mifchief done; the
“¢ firft points to be confidered are, in what manner
*¢ we muft fecure ourfelves; and ward off the pe-
¢ nalties we have incurred. The whole: city is
¢¢ full of rage and complaints againft us; the
€ citizens are daily in council, and the magiftrates
¢ frequently aflfembled. Afiure yourfelves, they
¢ are either preparing chains for us, or contriving
*¢ how to raife forces to deftroy us. It behoves
€¢ us, therefore, to have two objefts chiefly in
‘¢ view at thefe confultations : firft, how to avoid
¢¢ the punifhment due to our late mifdeeds ; and,
‘¢ in the next place, what means are to be ufed
*¢ that-we may enjoy a greater degree of liberty
¢¢ and fatisfattion for the future than we have
¢ done hitherto. To come off with impunity for
¢ our paft offences, it is neceflary to add ftill more
‘¢ to them, to redouble our outrages, to rifle and
““ burn a great number of houfes, and artfully
¢¢ depend upon our numbers for proteétion ; for
¢ where many are guilty none are chaftifed. Small
““ crimes are punifhed, and great ones ufually
‘¢ rewarded ; and where many f{uffer, few feek
““ revenge ; a general calamity being always borne
‘¢ with more patience than a particular one. To
*¢ redouble our crimes is the {ureft way to procure
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¢ a pardon for what has been already done, and
¢¢ to obtain the liberty we defire; nor is there any
¢¢ difficulty to difcourage us. The enterprife is
¢¢ ealy, and the fuccefs not to be doubted of. Our
¢¢ enemies are opulent indeed, but divided ; their
¢¢ difunion will give us the vitory, and their
¢¢ riches, when we have got them, will maintain
€< it. L.t not the antiquity of their blood, nor
¢¢ the meannefs of our own, with which they fo
¢¢ infolently upbraid us, either dazzle or overawe
¢« you. All families having the {ame original,
¢¢ are of equal antiquity ; nor has Nature thewn
¢¢ any partiality in the formation of mankind.
¢¢ I et both fides be ftripped naked, and both will
¢¢ be found alike. Cloath yourfelves in their robes,
¢¢ and them in your rags, and then you will appear
¢¢ the nobles, and they the plebeians; for it 1s po-
¢¢ vertyalone that makes the real difference betwixt
¢¢ us. It fills me with juft concern, indeed, to
¢¢ hear that fome of you repent, forfooth, of what
¢ you have done, and, out of a qualm of confci-
¢¢ ence, refolve to proceed no farther. Neither
<< conicience nor the fear of infamy ought to ter-
¢ rify you; forthofe who fucceed in their attempts,
¢¢ let them have uled what means {oever, are never
“¢ upbraided with them, or called by ignominious
¢ names ; and as for conicience, you have no rea-
€< fon to give yourfelves any trouble about it
¢ When famine, and racks, and dungeons, are
¢¢ fure to be cur portion, what greater rerrors can
¢¢ there be 1n hell ?”” The fpeech 1s long, and alk
in the fame firain. It fo inflamed his audience,
that they determined to rife, and tock an oath to

 ftand by each other. The fignori had fecret in-

formation of the plot, but although they took the
beft meafures in their power, the government had

-mot {ufficient energy to prevent or fupprefs thre

tumult >
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tumult : they burnt many houfes, and committed
all {orts of outrages. If any one of the plebeians

had been injured or affronted by a parncular citi=,

zen, he led the mob direétly to his enemy’s houfe ;

nay it was {ufficiently barely to mention the perfon’s
name, or to callout ¢ 7o fuch a man’s boufe,” or ¢ to
¢ fuch a man’s fhop.”” They glutted themfelves
with mifchief, and then, to crown all, they knighted
fixty-four citizens, among whom was their favou-
rite Sylveftro de Medici. Their levity was very
curious, for they conferred the honour of knight-
hood upon fome of thofe very perfons whofe
houfes they had burnt down but a few hours be-
fore. Such is the caprice of the multitude, and
fo foon are their difgufls changed into favour and
affetion ! The behaviour of the fignori and the
council of the people was fuch as might be ex-
pected from men confcious of having neither dig-
nity nor authority derived from the laws. Before
a law could be paffed, it was neceflary it thould
have the affent of the common-council, as well as
of thefignori. It was contrary to eftablithed cuf:
tom for two councilsto be held on the fame day;
fo that when the fignori had agreed, it was necef-
fary to wait till next day for the comimon-council
to deliberate uponthe demands of the mob. Thefe
demands were extremely grievous and difhonour-
able to the government: one of them in parti-
cular, that no perfon that was incorporated into
the arts fhould be compelled to pay any debt,

under the fum of fifty ducarts, in two years, at
which time the principal only fhall be paid to
the creditor, and the intereft into the bank. Yert
the fignori had agreed to them, and the common-
council were the next morning dehberatmg the
multitude, naturally voluble and impatient, got to-

gether'again under the palace. The law pafifed ;
E 4 but
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but the deftru@ion of the city was not the lefs
expected. The fignori and counfellors left the
palace one by one, and the people entered it
~Hazec natura multtudinis eit; aut fervit humaliter,
aut fuperbe dominatur. When the people en-
Michael tered the palace, Michael di lLando, 2 wool=
di Lando. comber, a bare-footed ragged fellow, carried the
ftandard of juftice before them. ¢ You fee, my
¢¢ friends,” faid Michael, ¢ the palace and city
¢¢ are in your hands ; how would you have them
¢¢ difpofed of ?”” They unanimoufly cried ourt;
that he fthould be their chief magiitrate, and govern
the city as he pleafed. Michael, n fthrewd fel-
low, more obliged to nature than fortune, ac-

s

cepted the government, with a defign however to

compofe the city. To amufe the people, he fent
them to fearch for Ser Nuto, the bangman, and
immediately 1ifued a proclamation, thar nobody
fhould dare to burn or plunder any man’s houfe for
the future ; and, to enforce the obtervance of it,
he ordered a mbbet to be eretted in the great pi-

azza. The mob foon brought Ser Nuto into the

piazza, and hung him up by one leg upon the
gzbbet, and, as every one tore away a joint, or
a piece of hss fiefhh, 1n two or three minutes there
was nothiag left of him but one of his feet.
Michagl gallantly new-modelled the ftate, ap-
pointed a new fignori, and gave the rents of all
the‘thops uponthe Old Bridge to Sylveftro de Me-
dici ; took a good fhare to bimfelf, and was very
liberal to many other citizens, who had befriended
the plebeians, not only out of gratitude for paft fa~
vours, but to engage them to fupport him in fu-
ture againft envy. But the plebeians thought
Michael had been too partial to fome of the prin-
cipal commoners, flew to arms again, appointed
cight heads over them, with other fubordinate of-

ficers
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ficers and miagiftrates ; fo that the city had now
two tribunals, and was governed by two diftinét
adminiftrations. They took away all honours and
emoluments that had been granted to Sylveftro de
Medici, and to Michael di L.ando. Buat Michael
fhewed himfelf in valour, generofity, and pru-
dence, far fuperior to any other citizen,and well de-
ferves to be reckoned among thofe few that have
- been real benefa&tors to their country. If he had

been of an ambitious or {elf-interefted difpofition,

the republic muft have relapfed into a -more into-
lerable degree of fervitude than it was under the
tyranny of the Duke of Athens : but his integrity
would not fuffer him to cherith any defign thac
might be prejudicial to the good of the public,
and his prudence taught him to econduét himfelf
in fuch a manner, as not only gained him the firft
place and confidence of his own party, but ena-
bled him to triumph over that of his enemies. He
fupprefled this new rebellion againit his authoriry
with great addrefs and {pirir, and thofe proceed-
ings {truck a terror into the plebeians, and opened
the eyes of the better fort of people, who could
not help wondering ar their own ftupidity, thac
afrer they had fupprefied the pride of the nobi-
lity, they could fo patiently fubmit to be infulted
by the very dregs and refufe of the city. When
Michael obtained this complete victory over the
plebeians, the new fignori was already appointed,
two of whom were of fo bafe and abjeét condition,
that every one feemed defirous to rid themfelves
of fuch infamous magiftrates. When the new

fignori entered on the magiftracy, there was an

uproar in the piazza, which was full of armed men,
who fhouted with one voice, ¢ No plebeians 1n the
‘¢ fignor1!”® The reft of the fignori, in order to
appeafe the tumult, degraded their two aﬁ‘ociatcid,.
an
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and chofe two others in their room : they likewifé
diffolved the plebeian companies, and deprived all
thofe of their ofices who had any conne&ion with
them, except Michael, and a few of the beft of
them. They alfo divided the fubordinate magif-
tracy into two feparate jurifdiCtions, one of which
was to prefide over the greater arts, and the other
over the lefs. For the fignori, it was only pro-
vided in general, that five of that body fhould bé
drawn out of the lefs companies, and four out of
the greater, and the ftandard-bearer alternately

out of each. Sylveftro de Medici, and a few

others, who had promoted this new regulation,
became in a manner the chief governors of the
city. Thefe proceedings, and this new model of

- government, revived the old divifions betwixt the

more confiderable commoners, and the lower fort
of mechanics, which had firft been occafioned by
the ambition of the Riceci aad Albizi: and bes
caufe they afterwards produced terrible confe-
quences, Machiavel henceforward diftinguithes
thefe two fations by the names of the quzzldr and

the Plebeian.
Though this conititution of government lafted
ut three years, it abounded with executions and
banithments ; for as thofe who were chiefly con-
cerned in the adminiitrarion well knew there were
great numbers of malecontents, both within the
c;ty and without it, they lived in perpetual fear
and alarm. The difaffeCted within the walls, ei-
ther a&ually did, or were {uppofed to cabal dasly
againit the flate ; and thofe without were conti-
nually raifing difturbances abroad by the affiftance
of foreign princes or republics, fometimes in one
part, fometimes in another. In fuch a govern-
ment, the laws are infulted by every party in
turn. Accufations were laid before the magiftrates
agamﬂ
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againft a number of citizens, for correfponding with
the exiles at Bologna, concerning a plot againit

the city ; the prifoners were examined, and no-

thing criminal could be proved againit them. The
magiiirates were going to acqmt and difcharge
them ; the people rofe in fuch a ferment of cla-
mour angk calumnies, that the magifirate was
forced to pafs fentence of death uponthem. Their
executions occafioned freth murmurs and difcon-
tents in the city 3 {o that both thofe who had got
the upper hand, and thofe who were deprefled,
lived in continual fear and {ufpicion of each other.
Dreadful indeed were the confequences which
flowed from the apprechenfions of the former, as
every little accident furnifhed them with a handle
to trample on their fellow citizens, fome of whom
they daily put to death, or fent into exile. They
likewife made {everal new laws to fitrengthen their

hands, and keep thofe down of whom they enter-.

tained the lealt (fufpicion. Thefe {ufpicions
growing f{tronger and ftronger every day, made
them behave with more rigour to the other party;
a manner of proceeding that only ferved to mul-
tiply their difcontents, and to increafe inftead of
allaying; their own fears, which were not a hule
hf:whtened by the infolence of Georgio Scali and
Tomafo Sirozzi, whofe authority was much {upe-
rior to that of the magiftrates ; and therefore they
all ftood in awe of thofe two citizens, as the)f
knew it was in their power; if they fhould join
the plebeians, to turn them entirely out of the
adminiftration. : |
‘This intem perate and tyrannical manner of go-
verning began to grow intolerable, not only to all
good c1uzens but even to the feditious themf{elves;
and it was not pofiible that the arrogance of Scaliin
parncular could be long fupported. By delivering
4 a friend
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a friend and tool of his out of the haitds of juftice,
by a mob, he foon furnifhed his enémies with a
fair opportunity not only of wreaking tHéir own pri-
vate revenge upon him, but of delivering the com-
monwealth out of his hands, and the hands of the
plebeians, who had f{o unmercifully tyrannifed
over it for three years. They cngagedg this de-
fign Benedetto, a man of immenfe fortune, very
humane, firi€ in his morals and principles, a
fteady friend to the liberties of his counury, and
fufficiently difgufted at the tyrannical proceedings.
of the government ; fo that it was no difficult mat-
ter to engage him in any meafures that might
contribute to the downfall of Scali. As the in-
folence and oppreffion of the principal commoners
had made him their enemy, and a friend to the
plebeians, fo when he faw the latter purfuing the
very {fame meafures, he quickly detached himfelf
from them. Having brought Benedetto and the
heads of the arts into their defign, they feized
upon Scali, and the next day he was beheaded; *
which ftruck fuch a terror into his party, that not
one of them offered to flir in his favour, though
they crowded in greac numbers to fee his execu-
tion. When he came to {uffer death, in the face
of thart very people who had fo lately worthipped
him with a degree of idolatry, he could not help
complaining of the hardnefs of his deftiny, and
of the wickednefs of thofe citizens who, by thewr
oppreflions, had forced him to cgrefs a rabble, in
which he found there was neither honour nor gra-
titude. He bewailed his folly in having trufted
to the fidelity of plebeians, which he might well
have known is ever liable to be fhaken and {feduced
by any litule {ufpicion, mifreprefentation, or blaft

* Nerli, p. 28> 38
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of envy. He told Benedetto, ¢ Thisis the laft day
¢« of my misfortunes, and the firlt of your’s.”
After him, fome of his chief confidents were put
to death, and their bodies dragged through the
fireers by the people.

His death threw the whole city into a ferment,
As the city was full of different humours, every
one had a {eparate view, and was eager to accom-
plith it before he laid down his arms. The an<
cient nobility, now called grandees, could not bear
1o live any longer without fome fhare in the pub-
lic honours, and exerted their utmoft efforts to
recover them3; for which purpofe they endea-
voured to have the captains of the arts reftored to
their farmer authority. The heads of the popular
faction, and the greater arts, were difgufted thac
the government of the {tate was fhared in common
with them b
infertor arts, inftead of giving up any part of
their authority, were very defirous to increafe itz
and the plebeians were afraid of having their new
companies diffolved. From thefe different views
and apprehenfions there was nothing ta be feenin

Florence but tumults for a whole year. Some-"

times the grandees, fometimes the greater, fome-
times the leffer arts, and fometimes the plebeians,
were in an uproar ; and it-often happened thac
they all took arms at the fame time in different
parts of the city,

After many mifchiefs, dangers, and troubles,
and many confultations and conferences, a new
form of government was eftablithed.*
recalled who had been banithed fince Sylveftro de

Medici was ftandard-bearer; all offices and ap--

pointments conferred in 1378 were abolifhed ; the

* Nerli, p. 28,
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new companies diflolved, and re-incorporated in
their refpetive arts; .the inferior arts thould not
choofe any ftandard-bearer of juftice; that inftead
of enjoying one half of the public honours, they
were now limited to one third, and thofe too of
the lower rank : fo that the popn]ar nobility and
the Guelphs re-affumed their fuperiority ; and the
plebeians were utrerly difpoffefled of it, after they
had held it from 1378 to 1381. The new admi-
niftration was no lefs grievous and opprefiive,

however, than that of the plebelans had been;
feveral of the popular nobility, and many of the
heads-of the plebeians, were banifhed, and among
the reff,Michael,* whom the remembrance of
his former great merit, in reftraining the fury
of the populace when fo licentioufly plundering
the city, was not fufficient to prote& from
the refentment of the governing party. From
fuch impolitic proceedings in princes and gover-
nors of commonwealths 1t happens that men, na-

turally growing difgufted with their ill-timed

feverity and ingratitude, often incur their dif-
pleafure before they are aware of it. As fuch

" executions and banifhments had ever been difap-

proved of by Benedetto, he could not help blaming
the authors of thete; upon which the government
began to grow jealous of him, as a favourer of
the plebeian party, and one that had confented ta
the death of Scali, not out of any real difappro-
bation of his condué, but that ho might the more
eafily get ‘the reins of government into his own
hands. They kept a ftrict watch over him, and
refolved to ruin him. Intrigues were {oon laid,
by which Benedetto was fent into banifhment.+
. X0

* Nerli, p- 29, :
+ Pervenne in que tempe al fupremo maglﬂ:rato Bardo,

Mancini, uomo molto contrario alla fetta plebca, ¢ moltn ne-
mlCO
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¢¢ You fee, my dear friends,” fays he, when he
took leave of them, ¢¢ in what manner Fortune
¢¢ has contrived my ruin, and how fhe fiill threat-
¢¢ ens you : it is the lot of thofe who endeavour
*¢ to maintain their integrity in wicked and cor-
¢¢ rupt times. From the fame principle of love
¢ to my country which once induced me to join
¢¢ Sylveftro de Medici, and afterwards to {eparate
¢¢ myfelf from Scali, I could not forbear cenfuring
¢¢ the proceedings of thofe who are now at the
¢¢ helm, who, having noboay to chafiife them, are
¢¢ likewife defirous to get rid of every one who
¢¢ dares to reprehend them.”” He preferved his
charadter for piety and humanity abroad, and there
died. His bones were brought back to Florence,
and interred there with the higheft honours by
thofe very people who had perfecuted him while
alive with fo much rancour and injuftice.

The family of the Alberti were not the only
fufferers in threfe diftra&ions, for many other citi-
zens were either admonifhed or fent into exile.
The members of this balia baving done what they
were deputed for, were going to break up, as
they thought it would have an appearance of mo-
defty ; but the people hearing of their refolution,
ran to arms m the palace, and infifted that they

fhould banifth and admonifh feveral others before
they refigned their authority.

mico per quefte, e per altre cagioni di Meffer Benedetto Al~
berti, e conofciuto Bardo la gelofia, che cirtadini del governo
avevano di quella cafa degli Alberti, con participazione de’
principali della fetta de nobili, fece creare una balia
ficurta dello ftato, neclla quale intra le prime cofe fi delibero,
che Mefler Benedetto fufle confinato, e il refto degli Alberti
wutti ammuniti; e furono coftretti i fignori per gelofia de
capi della fetta, che molti altri cittadini tanto populani, che
plebei, fuflfe confinato, o ammuniti, e per ridurre piu il go-
vernc a parte nobile, e per piu avvilire gli avverfari artifici
¢ popolo minuto, &c, Nerli, p. 29, 30,
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The fignori, to diminifh the authority of the

plebeians {till more, made a decree, thar the third

art of the honours which they before enjoyed,

thould be reduced to a fourth ; and that there

might be two at leaft in the fignori, always of ap-

proved fidelity to the government, they gave the

gonfalonier, and four other citizens, authority to

make a freth imborfation, and to put the names

of a fele&t number of citizens into a parricular

purfe, out of which two of every new fignori
fthould always be drawn.

1387. Tranquillity now continued till 1387, when

Giovanni Galeazzo Viconu, commonly called the

Conte di Virtu, thought to make himfelf king of

Italy by arms, as he had made himfelf duke of

Milan by treachery : but after making himfelf

mafler of Bologna, Pifa, Perugia, and Siena, and

prepating to be crowned king of Iialy at Florence,

Mafo Al- be died.* During the war with the duke, Malo

bizi. degli Albizi was gonfalanier, a bitter enemy to the

Alberti, Dlberti.  He refolved, though Benedetto was

" now dead, to be revenged on rhe reft of that fa-

mily, for Pietro’s unfortunate end, before he went

out of aoffice. He accufed the two heads of the

family of correfponding with the exiles, and took

them into cuftody : upon this the whole city was

in an uproar. The fignon called the people to-

gether, and appointed a new balia, by which many

citizens, befides almoft all the Alberti, were ba-

nifhed, and many artificers admonifhed, cr put to

death, and a frefh imborfation of magiitrates was

made. This tyrannical manner of proceeding fo

enraged the arts and lower fort of people, who now

faw their lives and honours fowantonly taken away,

that they rofe in arms, fome of them runping to the

¥ Nerli, p. go. :
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piazza, and others to the houfe of Feri de Medici, -
who, after the death of Sylvelter, was become the
head of that family, and earneftly intreated him
to take the government into his hands, and de-
liver them from the opprefiion of thofe citizens,
who were daily endeavouring to deftroy the com-
monwealth, and every good maa in it. Antonio de
Medici was moft importunate with him, though
they had been long at open enmity. All writers
agree, that if Veri had been as ambitious as he
was virtuous, he might have made himfelf lord of
the city : but he put himfelf at the head of the
people, marched to the piazza, and there publicly
refuled to do any thing unconftitutional, but
prayed the fignori to redrefs the grievances of the
people. They highly commended him, and pro-
mifed to give all fatisfation. Upon thefe aflu-
rances, and a reliance on Veri’s word, the people
returned to their houfes. As {oon as the tumule
was compofed, rhe fignori, inftead of fulfilling
their promifes, fortified the piazza, enrolled two
thoufand citizens to defend them, forbid all others
to bear arms, put many citizens to death, and
banifhed others, who had been moit ative in
the late infurre&tion. The few Alberti who were
left, and the Medici, thought themfelves and the
people deceived, and were extremely difgufted by
thefe proceedings ; -but the firft who had courage
to oppofe them was Donato Acciaivola, one of the Acciais
grandees, rather fuperior to Malo Albizi, who, vola.
by the fteps he had taken while he was gonfalenier,
‘was become in a manner the head of the common-
wealth. Donato endeavoured that thofe who had
been fent into exile might be recalled, and thofe
who had been admeonifhed thould be re-qualified to
hold their former honours and employments. He
firft actempted it by perfuafion, b#e not fucceed-
Yor. Il F : ing,
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. ing, he threatened to do it by force.
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“For this he
was cited, convifted, and banifhed to Barletta.
Alamanno, and Antonio de Medici, and all thofe
who were of Alamanno’s family, with many of the
inferior arts, who had any intereft among the ple-
beians, were likewife banithed. All thefe things
happened within two years after Mafo degli Al-
bizi had affumed the government. ¥
In 1397 the exiles at Bologna, fpirited young
men, among whom was Antonio de Medici, de-
termined at all events to return to their country,
and afiaffinate Mafo, depending upon the people’s
rifing in their favour; but either from a terror of
the government, or prejudice againft the exiles,
the people would not move ; and the confpirators
fled to the church, where they were put to death.®
‘This conf{piracy was {carcely quafthed, when an-
other more dangerous was difcovered, of other
exiles {cattered over L.ombardy, in concert with
the duke of Milan; but this was difcovered,
defeared, and the authors punifthed. Then a new
balia was inftituted, with authority to provide for
the fafety of the commonwealth. By this coun-
cil, fix of the Ricci, fix of the Albern, two of the
Medici, three of the Scali, two of the Strozzi,
and many others of lower condition, were pro-
claimed rebels ; all the reft of the Alberti, Ricci,
and Medici, except fome very few, were rendered
incapable of holding any office for ten years. One
of the Alberti only was {pared on account of his
quiet character, Antonio: but the government was
{;’:alous of him, and foon found a pretence for
anifhing him to a diftance of three hundred
miles from the city : and to free the government

from the continual apprehenfions they lived under

* Nerliy, p. 32 $555
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= |
of the Alberti, they banifthed all of that family

that were above ﬁfteen years of age. Thefe thmgs

happened in 1400.%
In 1412 fome of the Alberti returned from ba-

‘-nifhment, and another balia was appointed, which
made new laws for the fecurity of the flate, and

infli¢ted other penalties on that family.

A 1]
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In 1414 ended the war with Ladiflaus, king of I4I4..

Naples, whofe death delivered Florence from as
much danger as that of thc Conte di Virtu had
done.

The period from 1371 to 1434, is that which
1s boafted by Machiavel as the profperous one,
but whofe profperity he attributes to the virtues
and abilities of Nafo. 'Pifa, Arezzo, Leghorn,
and Montepulchiano, were added to the domi-
nion.

<< All republics, efpecially fuch as are not well
¢ conftituted, undergo frequent changes in their
< laws and manner of government; and this is
“ not owing to the nature either of liberty or
“ fubjection in general, as many think, but to
<« downright oppreflion on one hand, or unbridled
« licentioufnefs on the other.”” It is very true,
that moft republics have undergone frequent
changes in their laws ; but this has been merely
becaufe that very few republics have been well
conftituted. It is very true allo, that there is
nothing in the nature of liberty, or of obedience,
which tends to produce fuch changes; on the con-
trary, real liberty and true obedience rather tend
to preferve conftancy in government. It is, in-
deed, oppreffion and licence that occafion changes ;
but where the conftitution is good, the laws go-

-vern and prevent oppreflfion as well as licence.

* Nerli, p. 33-
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«¢ This name of liberty 1s often nothing more than
<« a fpecious pretence, made ufe of both by the
¢ in{iruments of licentioufnefs, who for the moft
<< part are commoners, and by the promoters of
¢ flavery, who gcncral}y are the nobles, each fide
« being equally impatient of reftraint and con-
« troul.”” This is a truth, which is proved, as
well as illuftrated, by every page of the foregoin
hiftory, as well as by the hiftory of almoft

‘other republics, ancient and modern : and the next

paragraph fhews that Machiavel had an accurate
idea of the evil, though a canfufed one of the re-
mcdy. « When it fortunately happens, which

¢ indeed is very feldom, that fome wife, good,
«¢ and powerful citizen has fufficient authority in
<« the commonwealth to make fuch laws as may
¢¢ extinguifh all jealoufies betwixt the nobility
¢¢ and the people, or at leaft fo to moderate and
¢t reftrain them, that they fhall not be able to pro-
¢« duce any bad effet, in fuch cafe that ftate may

<< properlybe called free, and its conftitution look-
¢¢ ed upon as firm and permanent : for being once

¢¢ eftablithed upon good laws and inftitutions, it
¢« has no further occafion, like other ftates, for the

¢ virtue of any particular man to {fupport it.”” One

would be apt to conjefture from this, that Ma-

chiavel ‘was about to propofe a firft magiftrate,

armed by the conftitution with {uficient authority

to mediate, at all times, between the nobles and

commons. Such a magiftrate, pofieffed of the
whole executive power, with a negative to defend

-it, Has always authority to intervene between the
‘nobles and commons, and to preferve the energy
-of the laws to reftrain both ; and whether this exe-
-cutive magiftrate is wife and goed or not, if the

commons have the negative upon the purfe and the
laws, and the inqueft'of gricvances, abufes, and
2 ftate
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ftate crimes, that executive power can hardly be
ill ufed. < On fuch laws and principles many
¢« of thofe ancient commonwealths, which fo long
¢« fubfifted, were formerly conftituted.”” Rome
and Sparta were, in fome degree, conftituted upon
thefe principles, and in proportion as they con-
formed to them, they were free and happy ; but nei-
ther was perfetly conformed to themn. ¢ For want
¢ of them, others have often varied their form of
¢« government from tyranny to licence, and from
< licence to tyranny :”” and for want of them fuch
will ever be the vibration. ¢ For as each of thofe
¢ ftates always has powerful enemies to contend
‘¢ with, it neither is nor can be pofiible they fhould
““ be of any long duration:” and while they lait, the
liberty and happinefs of the citizens are conftantly
facrificed. < All good and wife men muil of ne-
¢ ceffity be difgufted at them.” So much fo, that
if it were not for the chance and hope of obtaining
a better conftitution, after all the changes, any
man of that charafter would prefer a fimple mo-
narchy at once. “ Since much evil may very eafily
‘“ be done in the former, and hardly any good in
¢¢ the latter; the infolent having too much au-
‘¢ thority in one, and the ignorant and unexpe-
‘¢ rienced in the other.” Thefe charalters of
fimple ariftocracies and fimple democracies, which
fucceed each other fo rapidly, where the third
power is not introduced to controul and moderate
both the nobles and people, are very juft; and
Machiavel fays, what is near the truth, < both é
‘“ muft be upheld by the fpirit and fortune of one
“ man alone, who yet may either be fuddenly taken
“ off by death, or overpowered by adverfity.”
It is a pity he had not faid, parties muft be up-
held together by the conftitutional, legal autho- -
rity of one man alone, pofiefled of the whole exe-
*x cutive
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cutive power of the ftate, and then, if he'is taken
off by death, another will fixcceed ; if he be over-
pgwered by adverfity the wholc ftate muft be
overpowered with him, and ‘no form of govern-
ment can be devifed to warrant ftates againft pef-
tilence, earthquake, and famine, the inevitable
and irrefiftible judgements of heaven. < [ fay,
¢ therefore, that the model of government, which
¢ took place in Florence after the death of Scah

¢ in 1381, was at firll folely maintained by the
¢¢ conduct of Mafo degh »’Ubizx, and afterwards

_¢¢ by that of Niccolo Uzzano.”” Thisis a firong

inftance of the efficiency of one man, fo fituated
as to be able to mediate between the ariftocratical
and democratical ingredients in fociety, and for
providing fuch an officer by the conftirurion, whofe
duty and bufinefs it fhall always be to at the fame
part; nay, who fhall be necefiitated, from the prin-
ciple of felf-prefervation and felf- defcnce, to pre-
ferve the balance between them.
The city continued in tranquillity from 1414
to 1422 ; cight years : Uzzano and fix others had
the chief authority. Thofe animofities, however,
which were at firft kindled in the city by the
quarrel betwixt the Albizi and the Ricei, and af-
terwards blown up to fuch height by Sylveftro de
Medici, were not yet extinguifhed ; and although
that party which had the largeft thare in the affec-
tions of the people continued oxaly three years in
the adminiftration, and was turned out of it in
1381, yet as they were favoured and fupported by
the greater part of the citizens, they could not be
totally fupprefied. The frequent admonitions and
continual perfecutions that were carried on againft
ths heads of it, from 1381 to 1460, had indeed
brought them very low. The Albert1i and the
Medici {fuffered moft by thefe proceedings. Several

3 , of
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of them had their eftates confifcated ; others were
banifhed or put to death ; and thofe who were {uf=
fered to continue in the city were deprived of all
their honours and eniployments ; by which their
party was much deprefied, and almoft reduced to
nothing. They retained, however, fharp refent=
ments, and determined to take revenge, though
under the prefent circumftances they thought
proper to diffemble.

T his adminiftration, compofed of the moft con-
fiderable commoners or popular nobility, which

had kept the city fo.long in peace, at laft were
guilty of two errors in pomt of condu&, which

roved their ruin. As foon as they thoughr. them-
felves fafe from the attempts of the Atberti, they
grew infolent, and they quarrelled among them-
felves: two faults, that have ever been com-
mitted by every fingle aflembly, whether of nobles
or commons ; and which ever muft be committed
by all that are to come. Amidft their fupinenefs,
opprefiions, and divifions, the Medici recovered
their former authority and power. The firft of
this family that began to lift up his head again
was Gi&vanm, the fon of Bicci de Medici, who
being a man of great humanity, and grown very
rich, was admitted to a fhare in the government
of the ftate; at which there was fuch extraordi-
nary rejoicings among the people, that many of
the graver fort of the citizens were not a little
alarmed when they faw the old humours began to
fhow themfelves again. Uzzano reprefented to his
colleagues,t that he knew Giovanni was a perfon
of much greater influence and abilities than ever
Sylveftro had been, and that it was dangerous to
promote a man of {o general a repu!:ation to fuch

* Nerli, p. 34- 4 Nerli, p. 34, 35.
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a degree of power: but the reft of the governors
envied Uzzano’s reputation, and were glad to
avail themielves of any affiftance to ruin him;

fo that Giovanni was fet up, as it often happens,

to pull down Uzzano.—When a popular aflembly
or a fenate have the management efP the executive
wer, difputes for ever arife concerning eve

ep in foreign affairs, and difcords and fa&ions
have full play. Thus it happened in Florence
upon occafion of a negociation with Philip Vi-
conti, lord of Lombardy; every faction had a
different opinion : that, however; in favour of a
war prevailed; ten fuperintendants of the war were
appointed, foldiers were raifed, and taxes impofed;
thefe occafioned great murmurs in the city. The
taxes were faid to be heavier on the poor than the
rich ; every one exclaimed againft the oppreffion
of their governors, who had wantonly embroiled
them 1n an expenfive and unnecefiary war, only to
gratify theirown privarte interefts and ambition,and
to eftablifh themfielves in their tyranny. The ma-
jority of the governors at laft judged it neceffary
to declare war, notwithftanding that refolutien ftill
met with great oppofition, efpecially from Gio-
vanni de Medici, who publicly protefted againft
it, which occafioned a multitude. of arguments
pro and con. The war was unfortunate, and a
bartle loft by the badnefs of the weather; this
misfortune occdfioned great confternation in Flo-
rence, efpecially among the governing party, who
had been the chief promoters of the war: they
faw the enemy powerful and elated; themfelves
difarmed and without allies, and, what was worfe,
hated to the laft degree by the people, who in-
{ulred them whenever they appeared in the fireers,
complaining of infupportable taxes, and upbraid-

ng




Machiavel.

ing them with the heavy expences of an unnecef-

{ary war. p
Machiavel, p. 2 38, enymerates the taunts which
fury fugeefted upon this occafion to an enraged
and unbridied multitnde. The fignori called a
meeting of the principal citizens, and earnéftly
exhorted them to ufe their good offices to foothe
the people, and appeafe -the general indignation
which their clamours had excited. Rinaldo, the
eldeft fon of the late Mafo degli Albici, having
fecretly entertained fome hopes of becoming fole
governor of the republic, by the merit of his own
fervices and the reputation of his father, made a
long {peech in juftification of the war. A comunif-
fion was given to twenty citizens to raife farther
fupplies for the maintenance of the war, who fee-
ing the governing party now humbled, tock cou-
rage, and laid the chief burden of the taxes upon
their fhoulders; at which they were not a little
mortified in their turn. They complained of it
as too heavy ; but when this came to the ears of
the council, they took effetual care to have it
colleéted; and, in order to make all impofitions
appear the more grievous and hateful to the people
for the future, they gave a firiét charge to their
officers to colle& this with the urmoft rigour, and
to kill any one that thould dare to oppofe them, or
refufe to pay it: and fo many were murdered or
wounded, that it was apprechended the two parties
would come to blows ; for thofe who had been fo
long in power, and ufed to be treated with fuch re-
verence and diftinction, could notbear the thoughts
of being infulted in this maoner; and the other
fide were refolved, that every man, in his turn,
fhould equally feel the fting of thefe opprefiions.
The principal citizens had now many private con-
ferences, but Giovanni was not there; either be-

caufe
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caufe he was not invited, as a perfon in whom they
could not thoroughly confide, or refufed to come
becaufe he did not approve of {fuch cabais. Rinaldo
degli Albici made an harangue.—He reprefented
how the government had again fallen into the
bands of the people, from whom their fathers had
recovered it in 1381. ‘He reminded them of the
tyranny of thofe who were in the adminiftration
from 1377 till that time ; in which interval either
the father or grandfather, or fome near relation
of almoft every one who was then prefent, had
been unjuftly put to death.’ That the city was
now going to relapfe into the fame ftate of con-
fufion and oppreflion, as the multitude had already
taken upon them to impofe taxes; and if they
were not either curbed by force, or reftrained by
fome other expedient, would certainly, in the next
place, proceed to appoint fuch officers as they

_thought fit ; after which they would turn the pre-
fent magiftrates our of their feats; to the utter

deftruction of an adminiftration, which had go-
verned the city, with fo much glory and reputa-
tion, for forty-two years: the confequence of
which would be, that Florence muft either be
blindly governed by the caprice of the multitude,
and then one party would livé in continual danger

and apprehenfion, while the other rioted in a.ll

manner of licentioufnels, or it muft fall under the
fubjection of fome one perfon, who would make
himielf abfolute lord, ‘and perhaps tyrant, over it.
As the audacioulnefs of the mulnwude was in a
great meafure owing to the largenefs of the im-
borfations, and the little care that was taken in
them, which had filled the palace with new and
mean men, he thought the only remedy for fuch
diforders would be to reftore the authority of the

nobility, and diminifh that of the minor arts, by
reducing
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reducingthém fromfourteen to feven, which would
leflen the power of the plebeians in the councils,
both by retrenching their number, and by throw-,
ing more weight into the fcale of the grandees,
who would be.{ure to ufe all pofiible: endeavours
to deprefs them, out of revenge for old imuries.
The wife men always availed themfelves of dif—-
ferent forts of people at different {eafons; and if
their fathers bad made ufe of the aflitance of the
plebeians to humble the infolence of the grandees,.
now the latter were brought fo low, and the former
become fo audacious, 1t would be no bad expe-
dient to join withoneto lower the other.—Uzzano
made anfwer, that it might be doane, if they could
draw Gfovanm de Med;tc*! into their deﬁgns ; for
1t he concurred with them, the mulutude beir
deprived of their head, would not be able to make
any oppofition.—Rinaldo was dcputed to wait
upon Giovanni, and perfuade him to join themu.
Giovannireplied to him, thathe had alwaysthoughe
it the duty of a good citizen to endeavour to pre-
vent any change in the eftablifhed laws. By fuch
changes fome were turned out and others broughe
in, and the firit generally thought themfelves more
aggrieved than the others benefited ; by which few
friends and many enemies were rnade, mankind
being naturally more prone to revenge than gra-
titude. That the citizens of Florence generally
dealt bafely and perfidioufly with each other : that
as foon as the promoters and advifers of this
plan had {ufficiently deprefied the people by the
help of his authority, they would certainly fall
upon him next with the whole force and affittance
of the plebeilans, whofe affections he muft have
loft by fuch a condult, and then he would be
utterly deferted and ruined. He could not help re-
membering the fate of Benedetto, who, at the
inftigation
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inftigation of fuch as confpired his deftruétion,
confented to the fevere proceedings againft Scali,
and foon after was fent into exile himfelf by the
very perfons who bad inveigled him into thofe
meafures. That for his part be fhould never
agree to have any alterations made in the laws or
conftitution of his country.—T hefe dehiberations,
when known, ftill added to the reputation of Gio-
wvanni, and increafed the hatred of the people
againft the other citizens. On the contrary, Ala-
manno de Medici, his relation, and Cofimo, his
fon, urged Giovanni to take this opportunity of
humbling his enemies and exalting his friends,
reproaching him with his eoldnefs, which they
faid emboldened thofe who wifhed him 1ll to form
daily confpiraciesagainft him, and would, onetime
or other, prove the ruin of all his family and de-
pendents : but he was deaf to all their remon-
ftrances and prognoftications, and determined te
purfue his own meafures. The defigns of the fac-
tion were, however, now plainly difcovered, and
the city began once more to divide itfelf into
factions. Under fuch forms of government there
can never be an independent judicial power: all
parties are either courting, or threatening, or per-
fecuting the judges. There were at this time two
prefiding under the fignori, in the fupreme court
of juftice : Martino, who was one of them, was
of Uzzano’s party, and Paoclo, the other, followed
that of the Medici. Rinaldo finding Giovanni
inflexible, refolved to turn Paolo out of his office,
as hethought that the court weuld then be wholly
at his devotion ; but the other fide being aware of
this, were beforchand with him, and contrived
matters fo well, that they got Paoclo continued
and Martino difcharged, to the great mortifica-
tion and prejudice of his party.

The
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The war lafted five years, i. e. from 1422 to
1427, and the citizens were impowverifhed by taxes;
and perfonal eftate was now to be taxed as well as
real. This was hkely to fall heavy upon the rich,
upon which account it was oppofed vehemently by
them all, before it pafied into a law, except Gio-
vanni, who publicly expreficd his approbation of
it; fo that it was carried again{t them. This tax
was regulated by a law made on purpofe, and not
left to the arbitrament of partial or interefted per-
{ons ; fo that the more powerful citizens were ia
fome meafure reftrained from oppreflfing the infe-
rior fert, and influencing their votes in the coun-
cils, as they had been uled to do, by the threatss
of taxingithem according as they gave their fuf-
frages. " his tax, therefoere, was very cheerfully
fubmitted te by the generality, though highly
difguftful to the government, But as itis the na-
ture of mankind to be ever reftlefs and difcon-
tented, -and when they hawve gained one advantage,
to be ftill grafping at a higher, the people, not
fatisfied with this equality of taxation eftablifhed
by the law, demanded a retrofpe&, by which it
might appear how much lefs the rich citizens had
paid before, than they ought to have done by this
regulation, and every one be made to account for
deficiencies. This queftion occafioned very long
and ingenious arguments on both fides ; the Gio-
vannl reprefented to the people the bad confe-
quences of retrofpeéts, and with many arguments
foothed the people, till they dropped chis dcrnand.

In 1428 peace was concluded, and frefh com-
motions began in the city, on the fubjeé of the
new plan of taxation. In this jun&ure Giovanni
fell fick; and calling his two fons, Cofimo and
L.orenzo, to his bed-fide, he advifed them, * If
€ you would live with fafety and comfort, be
3 <€ content

-
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¢¢ content with fuch a fhare in the government as
<« your fellow-citizens confer upon you, by which
<« you will avoid envy and danger ; for it is that
€< which'a man arrogates to himfelf that makes
¢ him odious, and not what is voluntarily given
« him.”” He died lamented by the whole city,
for he was very charitable and compaffionate. His
univerfal benevolence taught him to love good
men, and pity the evil. He never folicited honours,
though he obtained the higheft. He died pofiefied
of immenfe riches,;* -and full of glory and repu-

tation, leaving his fon Cofimo heir to his fortune
-and fame ; both which he not only maintained,

but augmented.

Ambition foon kindled new wars. ‘The whole
city was divided into little meetings and cabals of
all ranks of people, the generality of whom were
for commencing hoftilities againft the IL.ucchefe.
Amongthe more confiderable citizens whofavour-

-ed this enterprife, were all the followers of the Me-

dici family : thofe whooppofed it were Uzzanoand

‘his party. 1t feems almoft incredible that there

fhould be fuch a change of opinions in the fame
citizens, on this occafion, concerning the expedi-
ence of a war ; and yet thofe very perfons who,
after a peace that had lafted ten years, oppofed a
war againft duke Philip, which was undertaken in
defence of their own liberties, now ftrenuoufly
infifted upon one againft Lucca, to invade the
rights of others, and at a time too’ when the city
was exhaufted and impoverifhed to the laft degree
by the heavy expences of the laft. From hence
we may obferve, how much more ready mankind
are to ufurp the property of others, than to de-

fend their own ; and how much ftronger the hope

* Nerli, p. -38.
of
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of gain is, than the fear of lofing. The fignori
affemmbled the common-council, where the matter
was debated by fome of the leading men of the
republic, in the prefence of four hundred and

ninety-eight citizens. The debate was conduéted

by Rinaldo on one fide, and Uzzano on the other;
and, upon a ballot, only ninety-eight were againft
‘the war.— The war was commenced, and carried
on with all that rapacious avarice and ambition
which had begun it, and grievous complaints and
accufarions were brcmght againft Aftorre and Ri-
naldo for their behaviour in it.

In 1428* Niccolo deUzzano died, and Rinaldo
fucceeded as head of his family and party. Rinaldo
returned in a rage againit the magiftrates, and
prefenting himfelf before the council of war, he
told them, ¢ he well knew how difficult and dan-
.gerous a thing it was to ferve an unbridled people,
and a divided ftate; fince the one was carried away
with every rumour, the other put a malicious in-
terpretation upon actions that were doubtful, and
always punifhed the evil, but never rewarded the
good : fo that if a commander fucceeded in an ex-
pedition, he had no praife at all ; if he was guilty
of an error, his conduét was cenfured by the ge-
nerality ; - but i1f he mifcarried, he was fure to be
condemned by every one; for in one cafe his own
party would envy his fuccefs, and his adverfaries
not fail to infult him in the other.”” The council
endeavoured to appeafe his refentment, but gave
the command abread to others. The war was con-
duéted afterwards rather unfuccefsfully, until they
came to abattle before thetown of L.ucca, and were
totally defeated. As the expedition had been un-
dertaken almoft by general confent, the peoples,
in thc utmoit confternation, and not knowing

" * Nexli, p. 39.
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where to turn their rage, began to abufe thofe
who had conduted the war, fince they could not.
blame thofe who, by their own inftigation, had firft
advifed it, and revived their old calumnies againft
Rinaldo: but the perfon whom they fell upon
with the greateft violence was Guicchiardini, who,
they {aid, might eafily have. put an end to the
war, if he had not been bribed; nay, they went
fo far as to charge him with fending an horfe-load
of money to his own houfe, and particularly men-
tioned the names both of thofe that carried and
thofe that recetved it. Thefe clamours and accu-
fations made {fuch a noife, that the captain of the
people could not help taking cognizance of fo
public a charges efpecially as he was importu-
nately called upon fo to do by Giovanni’s enemies.
Having cited him therefore to clear himfelf of this
imputation, he made his appearance, but with
amnuch feeming indignation and contempt of their
malice; and his relations exerted themfelves fo
dtrenuoully for the honour of their family, that
the captain was obliged to ftop all further pro-
ceedings againft him. The inflinuation here is
very obvious, that the judge was bribed.

In 1433 ageneral peace was concluded, and all
towns that had been taken by the Florentines,
X.ucchefe, and Sienefe, fhould be mutually reftor.
ed to their former pofieflors ; fo that the expence
~of this war was all loft. j

During the courfe of this war abroad, the fac-
tious humours began to ferment again at home ;
and Cofimo began to act with greater {pirit in
public affairs, and with more opennefs and zeal
for the good of his friends, than ever his father
had done : {o that thofe who rejoiced at the death
of Giovanni, were not a hittle damped at the pro-

. ceedings of his fon. Cofimo was a man of very

v greart prudenee, of afedate and agreeable counte-
= nance,



Mackiavel.

nance, exceedingly liberal and humane ; never en-
tering into any meafures that.would be pernicious
to the ftate, or even the party that ‘he oppofed,

but taking all opportunities of doing good to -

every one, and of conciliating to himfelf the af-
feltions of his fellow-citizens by his goodnefs and
generofity. So noble an example of benevolence
greatly increafed the hatred which the public had
‘already conceived againft the governing party, and
at the fame time was the beft method he thought
he could take to enable himfelf either to live with
reputation and fecurity in Florence, or to get the
better of any perfecution thatr the malice of his
enemies might raife againft him, by rhe intereft he
had with the people, and even, if necefiary, by
force of arms. There were two citizens who con-
tributed to promote this intere{t, Averardo de Me-
dici, and Puccio de Pucci; the one by his bold-
nefs and activity, the other by his great wildom
and experience, which added much reputation to
his party : indeed, the judgement and authority
of the latter were fo generally revered, that he
gave name to the party, which was not called' Co-
fimo’s, but Puccio’s party. In this divided ftare
of the city, the expedition againft I.ucca was un-
dertaken, which, inftead of extinguithing the rage
of fattion, ftill added fuel to it ; for though Puc-
cio’s party had promoted and advifed a war, yet
thofe of the orher fide were chiefly employed in
condufting it, as they had greater power in the
govcrnment : and fince Averardo and his friends
could not by any means prevent this, they took
every opportunity of defaming them, and ca]um-
niating their a&tions ; fo that when they mer with
any misfortune, it was not imputed to the fupe-
‘T10T ﬁ:rencrth or better management of the enemy,
‘but to the mifcondué and imprudence of the

Var. 1I. G commifiary.
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commifiary. This was the occafion that the
enormities commitied by Aftorfa Gianni, though
very great ‘ndeed of themfelves, were ftill exag-
gerated. It was this fort of treatment that pro-
voked Rinaldo to fuch a degree, that he lefg his
command without permiffion. This was the true
caule of Giovanni Guicchicardint being cited to.
appear before the caprain of the people. From
hence proceeded all the charges and complaints
that were exhibited againft other magiftrates and
commifiaries; and whilft thofe that had any foun-
dation were always aggravated, and fometimes
{fupported by downright falfehood, the people
greedily fwallowed all, whether true or falfe, out
of the hatred they bore to them: and though
Uzzano, and the other heads of that party, were
{ufficiently aware of thefe bafe artifices, and had
feveral private meetings to confider of proper
means to prevent the effect of them, yet they could
not fix upon any cxped:ent. It was very danger-
ous, they knew, to connive at them, and not lefs

to proceed to open violence : Uzzano himfelf was

averfe to any remedies of that kind. Barbadori,

feeing they were harafled in this manner, with
war abroad and faétion at home, made a vifit to -

Uzzano, whom he found alone, and very thought-
ful in his ftudy ; and as he himfelf withed to fee
the ruin of (,ohmo, he left no method untried to
prevail upon Uzzano to join with Rinaldo to drive
him our of thecity. Uzzano replied, ¢¢ Common

¢¢ prudence would be {ufficient to induce thofe

*“ who advife the expulfion of Cofimo to compare

¢¢ their own f{trength with his. Our parnty, itg

‘¢ feems, is now diitinguithed by the name of the
X Nobility, and the other by that of the Ple-
¢¢ beians. Remember the fate of the ancient no-

¢ bility of this city, who at laft were utterly fup-

3 . ¢ prefled
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prefied in their contefts with the plebeians.
Our party is divided, while that of our adver-
faries i1s compact and entire. Neri and Neroui,
two of the chief men in the city, bave not yet de-
clared tbemfelves ; and it is uncertain what fide
they will take. Several families are divided
among themfelves; and many there are that
hate us, and favour our adverfaries, merely out
of envy or malice to their own brothers, or
fome other near relations. Among the fons of
Mafo, L.uca, out of hatred to Rinaldo, is gone
over to the other fide; in the family of the
Guicciardini, Pietro, the fon of Luigi, is a
mortal enemy to his brother Giovanni, and

joins our adverfaries; Tomafo and Niccolo

Soderini openly oppofe us out of pique to their
uncle Franci{co: fothar if we confiderthequality
of thofe who conftitute their party, and of whom
our own confifts, I fee no reafon why one fhould
be called the nobility in preference to the other.
1f it i1s becaufe they are followed by the whole
body of the plebeians, that very circumflance
makes them fo much fuperior to us, that if ever
we come to an open trial of our ﬁrength we
thall not be able to ftand before them ; and if
we {till continue in poffeffion of the frft places
in the commonwealth, it 1s entirely owing to
the eitablifhed credit of an adminiftration which
has now fupported itfelf for the {pace of fifty
years. But if things fhould come to extremi-
ties, and our prefent weaknefs be difcovered,
you may depend upon it, we fhould be forced
out of the magiftracy, perhaps to our utter de-
ftru&tion. Cofimo, it 1s true, freely lends mo-
ney to every one that wants it; not only to
private people, but to the public, upon any
emergency, and to forcigners as well as Flo-
G 2 - &¢ rentines:
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rentines : he isa friend to fuch as ftand in need
of protection, and fometimes helps to advance
an acquaintance to a reputable employment in
the commonwealth, by the intereft which his
univerfal benev olence has gained him among
the people. What fhall we ~be able to plead in
excufe for endeavouring to expel him the city ?
Shall we accufe hlm of being charitable, friend-
ly, liberal, and beloved by every one ? What
law condemns charity, liberality, and benefi-
cence ? Indeed, thefe virtues are f{fometimes
counterfeited, to cajole the vulgar, by fuch as
afpire to dominion ; but they do not appear in
that light at prefent, nor is it in our power to
make them. We have loft our reputation by
our late mifcondué& ; and a people naturally
prone to fation, and corrupted by continual
divifions, will no longer put any confidence in
us, or give credit to fuch accufations. Ifhe is
banifhed, he will return with more friends, and
we fhall have more enemies : if it is intended to
put him to death in a jxdicial manner, that can
never be effeéted; for, as he is rich, and the
magiftracy corrupt, he will be fure to efcape
all punithment. But if he is banifthed, or
condemned, what will the commonwealth
gain by that? No fooner will it be free from
the apprehenfions it was under from Cofimo,
but it will be liable to the fame from Rinaldo.
For my own part, I am one of thofe who never
defire to fee one citizen exceed another in au-
thority ; and if one of thefe two muft feize the
reins, I know not any reafon that fhould induce
me to prefer Rinaldo to Cofimo. 1 pray God
to preferve this city from ever falling under the
dominion of any one man: but if a time fhould
ever come, when our finsfhall bring that judge-

€€ ment
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‘¢ ment upon us, I pray ftill more earneftly, that we
¢ maynot becomef{ubje& toRinaldo. The far greaz-
€< er part of the citizens, fome out of flupidity, and
¢ others out of malice, are thoroughly difpofed ito
€< fell their country ; and fortune kas been fo favour-
€ able to them as to provide a purchafer. Live
¢« quietly, then; and as to any invafion of our
¢« liberties, be affured, you have as much to ap-
¢¢ prehend from our own party as the other.”—
This fpeech contains a volume of inftructions:
the fituvation of fuch a government, where there
are two parrties, and no third power to balance
them, is admirably defcribed. Neri, or Neroni,
who were yet neuters, are looked up to as capable,
when they pleafe, of overturning the balance, and
effecting a revloution. Family quarrels are re-

forted to and inflamed, in order to make different

branches take different fides. Tnough one party
is called patrician and the othér plebeian, fo many
individuals of each defert their colours, and go
over to the enemy, that it 1s impoflible to fay
which party is really the patrician and which ple-
beian. Timid and irrefolute to the laft degree,
the government dares not difoblige an individual,
even by punithing a crime. "TFhe government
really efteeming its enemies more -than its own
members ; and oppofition approving members of
government more than their own atlociates. All
parties endeavouring to get an influence over the
judges, as eflential to their exiftence. The Judi-
cial power unavoidably corrupted. It was eafy
for Uzzano to fay, and perhaps fincerely, that he
never defired to {fee one citizen exceed another in
influence. But, according to Machiavel, the ex-
iftence of the government had long depended
upon the fuperior authority of Uzzano himfelf.
And no bertter plan of liberty.than this deplorable

> 2 one
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one of Florence can ever be preferved, without

fome one citizen legally vefted with authority to
controul each in his turn of the contending par-
ties. Uzzano died in 1428,#% and all reftraint was
at an end. Rinaldo now was head of the party,
and was coatinually teafing and importuning fuch
citizens as he thoughrt likely to be judges, that is,
ftandard-bearers of juftice, to take arms, and de-
liver their country out of the hands of Cofimo;
who, taking advantage of the ftupidity of fome,
and the malice of others, would certainly enflave
it. Thus Rinaldo, by endeavouring to fupplant
his adverfaries, and they to {upport themfelves,
kept the whole city in continual alarm and fufpi-
cion ; fo that when new magiftrates were ap-
pointed, it was prefently known how many there
were on one fide, and how many on the other :
and at the imborfations for the fignori, there was
nothing to be {een but tumult and uproar. Every
trifling affair that was brought before the magif-
tracy created a divifion among them ; all fecrets
were divulged; they had no regard to juftice; the
good and ihe evil were wreated alike ; and there
was not fo much as one magiftrate that did his
duty. Rinaldo, impatient to lower the authority
of Cofimo, mtrigued to get Bernardo drawn for
ftandard-bearer,* and fucceeded ; went to con-
gratulate him, and told him how much the nobi-
lity were rejoiced to fee him in poflfefiion of that
dignity ; reprefented to him the danger they were
in from their divifions ; and that the {fureft way to
reftoere union among them was to rid themfelves
of Cofimo. Bernardo anfwered, he was fully con-

vinced of the expediency and neceflity of what he

bhad urged, and defired him to prepare their

* Nerli, p. 39- PELL
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friends to take arms. Bernardo then {ummoned
Cofimo to appear before the fignori. The fignon
aflembled the people, and appomted a balia, con-

fifting of two hundred citizens, to reform the
ftate ; and the firft thing debated was, whether -

Cofimo fhould be put to death or not? Some ar-
gued for it, others thought banithment {ufficient,
and many fac filent. Cofimo was committed pri

foner 1o Frederigo, in the turret of the palace.
From this place he could hear the clamours of
the armed men, who were below in the piazza,
and frequent outcries for a balia ; which made
him apprechend that his life was in danger, but
much more, that his particular enemies would
take fome extravagant method to difpatch him :
for that reafon he would eat no meart for the {pace
of four days, except a mouthful or two of bread.
Frederigo obferving this, bid him take courage,
and eat his meat, and keep himfelf alive for the
good of his friends and his country ; and that you
may have no more {ufpicion, fays he, I will eat
with you, Cofimo embraced him with tears in

his eyes, acknowledging his generofity, and af~

furing him he would amply recompenfe his kind-
nefs, if ever fortune {fhould put it in his power to
thew his gratitude. Frederigo invited Farganac-
cio, a friend of the ftandard-bearer, to fup with
them. Cofimo, after many fair words and pro-~
mifes, gave his gueft a draught upon his banker
for eleven hundred ducats, demmg him to keep
one hundred himfelf, and prefent the other thou-
fand to the ftandard- bearer. This he willingly
undertook to perform, and gave the money to
Bernardo, who then began to grow cooler and
more moderate in the profecution ; {o thar, after
all; Cofimo was only banifhed to Padua, th@}ugh
Rinaldo ufed his utmoft endeavours to have him
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put to death. Averardo de Medici, and many
others of that family, were likewife banifhed at
the fame time, and with them Puccio and Gio-
vanni de Puci. Cofimo was brought before the
fignori, 3d of O&ober, 1433, who pronounced the
fentence of banifhment upon him. He received
the fentence with a cheerful countenance, faying,
¢¢ that in what part of the world foever he fhould
fojourn, his perfon and fortune fhould ever be at
the f{ervice of the republic, the people, and the
fignori.” The {tandard-bearer told him, he would
take care that his life thould be in no dangers;
and, having conduéted him to his own houfe, to
fup with him, ordered a party of the guards to
éfcort him to the confines of the Florentuine do-
minions. Wherever he came, he wasreceived with
great honour, and publicly vifited by the Vene-
ti1ans, who treated him not as an exile, butas a
perfon of the firft rank and confequence in the
ftate. Florence being thus deprived of fo greata
man, and {fo univerfally beloved,* Rinaldo fawa
ftorm arifing, and advifed his friends to colle
their irength, and fortify themfelves; that fo, when
their enemies fhould rife upon them, which was
daily to be expected, they might be able to clear
the city of them by dint of force, fince, it feemed,
they could ncot doit in a judiciary manner : that
they muft regain the affeltions of the grandees, by
reftoring them to their honours and authority.
He was anfwered, that the infolence and tyranny
of the grandees always had been, and always would
be infupportable ; and that it would be madnefs

* Partifi Coffimo di Firenze I’Ottobre 1433, avendo laf.
ciato di fe nell’ univerfale de’ men potenti cittadini grandif-
fimo defiderio, parendo loro effer rimefi in preda di pochi
potenti, fenza fperanza di capo alcuno al quale fi pateflera
appoggiare. Nerli, p. 40. ; -
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to run headlong into a certain and flavith {fubjec-
tion to them, when the danger that was appre-
hended from the plebeians might oanly be ima-
ginary. Rinaldo, fecing his advice rejected, could
not heip lamenting the misfortunes that he fore-
faw were going to fz211 upon himfclf and his party;
but modeifty imputed them rather to the malevo-
lence of their deftiny, than to the blindnefs and
perverfenefs of men. But both Rinaldo and
Machiavel would have been much better advifed,

if they had imputed all thefe evils to their true
caufe, an imperfet and unbalanced con{titution of
government, rather than to deftiny or the perverfe-
nefs of men. Infuch a form of government, def-
tiny iclelf, without a miracle, cannot prevent the
blindnefs and perverfene{s of men. Thofe who
fee the cleareft are forced to fhut their eyes, and
thofe who are molt upright are compelled to be
perverfe. Letrers were foon intercepted from
Agnolo to Cofino, advifing him to fir up a war
from fome guarter or another, and to make Neri
his friend ; as he thought then the people would

. be In want of money to carry it on. Agnolo was

banithed, which in fomme mealure reflrained the
ardour of thofe who favoured Cofimo. It was
now almoft a year fince Cofimo was banifhed.

At the end of Auguft, 1434, Niccoh di Cocco
wasdrawn itandard-bearer for the two next months,
and with him eight new fignors, all friends to
Cofimo; at which Rinaldo and his party were
alarmed. Rinaldo was for taking arms, and oblig-
ing the ftandard bearer to affemble the people 1a
the piazza to appoint another balia, and depofe the
new fignori; get others drawn more fit for their
purpofc, by burning the old imborfation, and
making a freth one, in which the purfes might be
filled only with the names of their friends. Strozzi,

A man
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a man of a peaceable and humane difpofition, and
rather given to {tudy than fation, oppofed it; and
it was refolved to let the new fignori enter peace-
ably upon the magiftracy. The new fignort hav-.
g been created by Cofimo’s party, no {fooner tock
poileffion of the palace, than the ftandard-bearer
began his office by an aftion which fhould give
him repuration, and firike a damp into fuch as
might think of oppofing him. He immediately
committed his predeceffor to prifon, upon pre-
tence that he had embezzled the public money 3
after which he began to found his affociates about
Cofimo’s return, and, finding them well difpofed
to it, he commumcated their defign to tho;e whao
were reputed heads of the Medici party, who all
encouraged him to attempt it. He then cited
Rinaldo, and others the pnn(:ipals of the other
party, to appear before him : burt they, inftead of

obeying him, flew to arms. But their party was
irrefolute, loft their opportunity, and gave time
to the fignori to provide for their defence. They
fent to acquaint Rinaldo, and thofe who were with
him, ¢ that they cquld not conceive what was the
caufe of fuch a commotion ; that if it was upon
Cofimo’s account, they could aflure them they
had no thought of recalling him.” Thefe pro-
mifes, however, made but littie impreflion on
Rinaldo, who faid he would take care of himfelf,
by turning them all out of their offices. Buz iz
Jeldom bappens that any defign fucceeds, where the
anthority of the condullors is eqgual, and their opinions
different. Rodolpho replied, ¢¢ that for his part,
he defired nothing more than that Cofimo might
not be fuffered to return: fo that all hope of
fuccefs being defeated by the delay of Rinaldo,

she puﬁllanunxty of Snozzn, and the defertion of
Peruzzi
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Peruzzi, the reft of the party began to lofe their
{pirtts and grow cool. Pope Eugenias IV. was

then at Florence, driven out of Rome by the peo-.

ple, and interpofed his mediation till he perfuaded
the party to lay dowa their arms. As foon as

the fignori faw their adverfaries difarmed, they

began to treat with them, through the mediation
of the pope; and, at the fame time, -{eat privately
into the mountains of Piftoia for a body of foot-
foldiers, which, being joined by all the horfe they
had 1n the adjacent territories, were brought into
Florence by night ; and having taken pofieffion of
all the pafies and ftrong places in the ciuty, they
called the people together in the piazza before the
palace, and appointed a new balia ; which, at their
firft meeting, recalled Cofimo, and all the other
citizens who had been banithed with him. On
the other hand, they not only fent Rinaldo, Pe-
ruzzi, Barbadori, and Strozzi, into banifhment,
but fuch numbers of others, that moit parts of
Italy, and fome other countries, were crowded
with them, to the great impoverithment of Flo-

rence, both in regard o its wealth, 1ts inhabitants, .

its trade, and manufactures. Bur the pope, feeing
that party entirely ruined and diffipated, which had
confented to lay down their arms upon his afiu-
rances and interceffion, was exceedingly enraged,
as well as Rinaldo. The latter, however, affected
to fay, it would give him no great regret to be
banithed a city where private men had more
authority than the laws. Cofimo having notice,
Immediately repaired to Florence ; it has feldom
happened that any commander, though returning
In trinmph from vitory, was received with fuch
acclamations and univerfal joy as Colimo was by
his fellow-citizens, who rian in multitudes to meet

: : _ 43
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~da eflo fu per trenta anni, pacificamente governata.

Florence.

and {aluted himi with one voice, the benefatar of
the people, and the father of his country ! #
Machiavel begins his fifth book, as if he fuppof-
ed his reader convinced that the commonwealth of
Florence had expired, and an abfolure fovereignty
m Cofimo had commenced, by grave refletions
uvpon the changes that are incident to all govern-
ments :—*¢ They often degenerate into anarchy
¢ and confufion, and from thence emerge again
‘¢ to good order and regularity. For, fince it 1s
¢¢ ordained by Providence, that there fhould be
¢¢ a conunual ebb and flow in the things of this
¢ world, as foon as they arrive at their utmoft
¢« perfection, and can afcend no higher, they muit
¢ of neceffity decline : and, on the other hand,
 when they have fallen, through any diforder,
“¢ to the lowelt degree thart is poffible, and can
¢ fink no lower, they begin to rife again. And
¢¢ thus there 1s a conitant {ucceffion of profperity
¢¢ and adverfity in all human affairs. Virtue is
¢¢ the mother of peace; peace produces idlenefs;
¢¢ idlenefs, contention and miifrule ; and from
“¢ thence proceed ruin and confufion. This oc-
¢¢ cafions reformation and berter laws; good laws

- *¢ make men virtuous; and public virtue is always

¢¢ attended with glory and fuccefs.””

* Ritorno adunque Cofimo in Firenze, con tanta repu-
tazione € con fi granda allegrezza dal’ efilio, con quanta,
mati ritornaffe alla patrta fua alcun altro cittadino trionfante,
da qual fi voglia o pofla immaginare felicifiman imprefa vit-
toriofo; € benche egli i sforzaffe in tanta fua felicita, e gran-
dezza di mantenere fempre quella civile modeftea, la quale
offervo in ogni fua azione mentreche vifle, ad egni modo
appariva in lui una tal maeftd di principe, che merito per
pubblico decrete d’efler chiamato padre della patria, la quale

§erﬁ:
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At the return of Cofimo, thofe citizens who
had been his ctief friends, and {ome others who
had been injured and opprefied by the late admi-

niftration, were determined at all events to take

the government of the ftate into their own han

The fignori therefore, that was drawn for the two

enfuing months of November and December, not
content with what their predecefiors had already

done-in favour of their party, prolonged the term,

and changed the refidence of feveral who had been
banified, and fent numbers of others into exile.
And tT’x»Ls was done not only out of party rage,
bur lkaWIfc on account of thewr riches, alliances,
and private conneftions: fo that this profcrzptxon,
except in the article of bloodthed, might in fome
meafure be compared to that under Sylla and
O&avius. There were, however, fome executions;
for Antonio, the {fon of Bernardo, was beheaded ;
and four other citizens, baving left the place to
which they had been buanifhed, and gone to refide

at Venice, were {ecured by the Venetlans as fetting

a greater value upon Cofimo’s friendthip than their
own reputation, and f{ent prifoners to Florence,
where they were put to death in an ignominious
manner. Thefe examples greatly increafed the
itrength of Cofimo’s party, and ftruck a terror
“into that of his enemies. When they had thus
cleared the city of their enemies, and fuch as they
thoughtdifafiected totheirgovernment, they began
to ftrengthen their hands by careffling and heaping
favours upon others. For this purpofe they re-
called rthe family of the Albertu, and all the reft
of the exiles that had been formcriy banifhed :
they reduced the grandees, except{ome very few,
to the rank of commoners, and divided the pof—
{efions of thofe whom they had banifhed among
themfelves. After this they fortified themielves

with
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with new laws and ordinances, and n#ade a frefh
imborfation, raking the names of all fufpetted

rfons out of the pmf‘es, and filling them up again
with thofe of their own friends. They hkewife

gtook care that fuch magiftrates as had the power
Wof life and death eatrulted to them fhould always.

be chofen out of the moft eminent of their party;
for which purpofe they ordained, that the {yndics,
who inf{pefled the imborfations in conjundtion
with the old fignori, fhould have the power of
appointing a new one. The left the cognizance

of capital offences to the eight wardens, and en-

alted, that no exile fhould return, even after the
term of his banifhment was exPlred, till he had
obtained the confent of the fiznori and thirty-
four of the colleges, though the whole number
of them amounted to no more than thirty-feven.
All perfons were prohibited to write or receive
any letters from them ; every word, or fign, or
geihu that difpleafed che governors, waspunifhed
with the utmoft feverity. And if there was any
fulpected perfons left in Florence, who had not
fallen under their lath for fuch offences, they took
care to load them feverely with new taxes and im-
pofiticns ; fo thar, one part of their adverfaries

~ being driven out of the city, and the other de-

pré.flf"d and overawel by thefc—: means, they in a
{hort time fecured the government to themfeives;
and rto fupport their power with foreign aid, and
deprive their enemies of all affiftance if they fhould
offer to difturb them, they entered into a defen-
five league with the pope, the’Venetians, and the
duke of Milan.

Cofimo is very tenderly treated by Machiavel;
yet he has impartiality enough to record the tra-
g:cql ftory of Neri and Baldacc:o. Among thofe

vho had :he cbief authority in the gowernmcﬂt,

Nerl
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Neri was one, of whofe reputation Cofimo was mere
jealous than of that of any other perfon; as he
had not only very great credit in the city, but was
exceedingly beloved by the foldiery, whofe affec-
tions he had gained by his bravery, humanity, and
good conduét, when he commanded the wroops of
the republic, as he had done upon feveral occa-
fions; befides which, the remembrance of the vic-
tories that had been gained by him and his father ;
one of whom had taken Pifa, and the other de-
feated Piccinino at the batutle of Anghiari, made
him ref{pected by many and feared by others, who
did not defire any more- affociates in the govern-
ment. Bur of all their generals, Baldaccio was
‘certainly the moift eminent; nor was there any
man 1n Iraly, at that time, who {urpafled him either
in courage, or military fkill, or bodily accomplifh-
ments : and, having always commanded the in-
fantry, they had fuch an opinion of him, that it
was generally believed he could influence them to
execute any purpofe, and that they would follow
him in any undertaking whatfoever.

This Baldaccio was very intimate with Neri,

for whom he had the higheft efteem, on account
of his valour and other good qualities, of which
he bad long been a wiinefs; but it was a con-
nection that excited infinite jealouly among the
re(t of the principal citizens ; who, thinking it
dangerous to let him enjoy his liberty, and ftill
more {o to imprifon him, refolved to have him

difpatched ; in-which fortune feemed to fecond

their defign.

It is very provoking to read thefe continual
imputations to fortune, made by Machiavel, of
events which he knew very well were the effets
of fecret intrigue ; for there is no doubt it had
been previoully concerted to get Bartolomeo or

Candini



R - - Wi oo b e i S S

Ry .

L_l; 'ﬂ'

110 Florence.

Candini appointed {tandard bearer of juftice ; who
having been f{ent to defend the pafs of Marradi,
when Picconino invaded Tufcany, had fhamefully
deferted 1r, and abandoned all that country to the
fury of the enemy, which from the nature of its
fituation was of itfelf almoft inacceflfible. So fla-
grant a piece of cowardice provoked Baldaccio ro
fuch a degree, that he could not help exprefling
his contempt of him, both in public converfation
and in letters which he wrote to his friends, in
terms that not only excited Orlandini’s refentment,
but mmade him thirft for revenge, and flatter him-
felf that he fhould extinguifh the infamy of the
fa&k by the death of his accufer. To this refolu-
tion fome other citizens (the Medici) were privy 3
who encouraged him in it, and faid, that by fe
doing he would f{ufficiently revenge the injuries
which he had fuffered himfelf, and at the fame
time deliver the government from the fear of a
man whom it was dangerous to employ, and might
be their ruin to difmifs. Orlandini therefore, being
confirmed 1in his purpofe to aflaflinate him, fhut
up {everal armed men in his apartment ; and the
next day, when Baldaccio came to attend at the
palace, as he did moft days, to confer with the
magiftracy concerning the pay of his foldiers, he
was ordered to wait on the ftandard. bearer imme-
diately, which he did, without fufpeéting any
danger. As foon as they mer, and had taken
a turn or two in the gallery, which is before the
chambers of the fignori, they began to talk about
their affairs, and at latt coming near the door of
the apartment where the armed men were con-
cealed, the ftandard-bearer gave them a fignal,
upon which they inftantly ruthed our, and, as Bal-
daccio had neither arms nor attendants, they foon
difpatched him, and threw him out of the palace

' window,
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window, from whence he was carried into the
Eiazza.; and after they had cut off his head, his

ody was expofed all day as a {peftacle to the
people. This tragical event gave a confiderable
check to Neri’s intereft, and diminifhed the num-
ber of his partfans. The governors; however;
did not ftop here ; for, as they had been now ten

years in the adminiftration, and the authority of

the balia was expired, many began both to talk
and aét with much greater freedom than they
thought was confiftent with the fecurity of the
ftate. In order therefore to eftablith themfelves
in their power, they judged it neceflary to revive
that court; by which they would have an oppor-
tunity of ftrengthening the hands of their friends,
and more effeCtually depreffing their enemies.
W ith this view, the councils inftituted a new balia
in the year 1444, which confirmed the prefent
magiftrates in their refpeftive departments, vefted
the privilege of choofing the fignori in a few
hands; and new-modelled the chancery of refor-
mation, depoling the prefident, Philip Peruzzi,
and fetting another perfon at the head of it, who,
they were well affured, would conform himfelf to
their inftructions. They likewife prolonged the
banifhment of fuch as they had before fent into
exile, imprifoned Giovanni, the fon of Simone
Vefpucci, and deprived all thofe of their honours
and. employments that adhered to their enemies;
amongft whom were the fons of Pietro Baronulli,
the whole family of the Seragli, Bartolomeo For-
tini, Francifco Caftellani, and many others. By
fuch means they at the fame time regained their
former authority and reputation, quafthed all op-
polition, and got entire pofleflion of the govern-
ment. But Givolamo, not obferving the bounds
that were prefcribéd to him in his banithment, was

VoL, IL. H afterwards
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afterwards declared a rebel; and travelling abotit
Italy to excite other ftates to make war upon his
own country, he was betrayed and apprehended at
Lunigiana by one of the governors of that place,
who fent him to Florence, where he was put to
death in prifon. '

This adminiftration lafted about eight years,
and was indeed a very tyrannical and infupportable
one ; for, Cofimo being now grown fo old and in-
firm that he could not attend to public affairs
with his ufual affiduity, the government fell into
the hands of a few infolent and rapacious men,
who knighted Luca Pitri, for the good fervices he
had done the ftate; he had alfo rich prefents made
him, not only from Cofimo and the fignori, but
from all the principal citizens, fo that he became
very rich, and built him feveral magnificent pa-
laces, and finithed them by very arbitrary means;
extorting more and greater prefents from the chief
citizens, whom he obliged to furnifth him with all
neceffary materials, and making the commonalty
fupply him with workmen and artificers. The
divifions which arofe in Colimo’s party in 1455,
were happily compofed for fome tiime, by his mo-
deration and prudence; but in the beginning of
the year 1464 he fell fick, and foon after died;* an

- event much lamented both by his friends and ene-

mies : for thofe who did not love him for reafons
of ftate, feeing their governors fo greedy and ra-
venous while he was alive, and that they were
only reftrained by the reverence they bore to his

perion, from proceeding to open violence; began

to fear, now hie was dead, that they {hould be ut-
terly ruined and devoured. They had but little
hopes in his fon Pietro, who, though a very worthy

* In 1464, in'the 75th year of his ages Nerli, p. 49+
X ' man,
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man, had fo weakly a conftitution, and was yet fo
raw and unexperienced in matters of government,
that they thought he would be obliged to comply
with the meafures of the others; and there bein

no longer any perfon of fufficient authority left to
check their career, they would become every day
more and more oppreflive. The lofs of Cofimo
was therefore univerfally regretted, and with great

reafon ; for confidering he was no foldier, he was

the moft renowned and illuftrious citizen that Flo-
rence or any other republic had produced in the
memory of man. As he furpafied all others of
his time in riches and authority, fo he far exceeded
every one in prudence, liberality, and magnifi-
cence ; which great and amiable qualities made
him the head of his country. Though he fhewed
& truly royal fpirit in his great works and aétions,
“and was in fa¢t the fovereign of Florence, yet fo

remarkable were his prudence and moderation,
that he never tranfgrefied thofe bounds of decency
which ought to be obferved by a modeft republi-
can. = In his little parties of pleafure, in his con-
verfation, in his alliances, and in every refpeét, he
both afted and fpoke like any other citizen; well
knowing that pomp and pageantry, and oftenta-
tious parade, are not only of little real fervice, but
excite that envy among men which is not incident
to fuch a&ions as are done with an appearance of
modefty and humility. No man of this time had
a more perfe&t knowledge of mankind in general:
in all the various revolutions of fo fickle and fluc-

tuating a commonwealth, he maintained his au-

thority for the fpace of thirty-one years ;- for as
he was naturally fagacious, he forefaw dangers afar
off, and therefore took timely care to prevent

them. This great man was born in 1389: the,
tormer part of his life was full of troubles and

H =2 difafters;
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difafters ; but afterwards fortune was fo propitious
to him, that not only all thofe who adhered to
him in the public adminiftration of the common-
wealth were aggrandized and enriched by it, but
fuch as negociated his private affairs abroad (as
he had fators in almoft every part of Europe) ac-
quired great wealth ; fo that many families in Flo-
rence raifed immenfe fortunes under his influence,
and feveral others owed every thing they had en-
tirely to his advice and affiftance. He was con-
tinually laying out waft fums in churches; public
buildings, and charities of different kinds. He
was likewife a great patron and benefaltor to
learned meén, and firft brought Argirophiius to
Florence, a Grecian by birth, and the greateit
icholar of his age, to inftruct the youth of Flo-
rence in the Greek tongue, and made him pre-..
ceptor to his fon and nephew. This writer dedis
cated his works to the family of Medici, viz. his™
Tranflation of Ariftotle’s Ethics and Phyfics, his
own book De Regno, &c. Cofimo was at the
expence of maintaining Marcilio Ficino, the re-
ftorer of the Platonic philofophy, who tranflated
the works of Plato, Plotinus, Jamblicus, Proclus,
&c. and had fo great an efteem for him, that he
ave him a houfe and eftate near his own feat at
areggio, that he might purfue his ftudies there
with more convenience, and enterrain him with
his converfation at leifure hours; fo that he had
great merit in the refurrection of letters, and per-
haps in the formation of Machiavel himfelf, to
whom the world is fo much indebted for the re-
vival of reafon in matters of government, and who
al?pca}‘-s to have been himfelf fo much indebted to
the writings of Plato and Ariftotle. Indeed, if
ever the rife of any family to abfolute fovercignty
upon the ruins of a republic could be pardonable,
" this-
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this of the Medici, which was by real virtues, abi-
lities, and beneficence, muft be acknowledged to
be an inftance of it: but it never can be juftified,
nor ought ever to be excufed, where there is a
poffibility of eftablithing a conftitution well-ba-
Janced and really free; and it may well be
doubted, whether any nation that has once been
free can ever become o univerfally or even ge-
nerally corrupted, as not to be able to condutt
a government of three well-balanced branches.
He died full of glory, and with the higheft
reputation. After his.death all the ftates and
princes of Chriftendom fent compliments of con-
dolence to his fon Pietro; and he has this infcrip-
tion engraved on his tomb by a public decree,

“ The Father of his Country.” Machiavel is

confcious that he fhall be fufpeéted of writing a
panegyric upon Cofimo, rather than an hiftorical

portrait ; and not without reafon, for he was a de-

pendant on the Medici family; and he has evi-
dently hurried over fome, and glofled over others

of Cofimo’s arts. He appears to have had more
merit, as well as more art, than Auguftus.—It is
icarcely worth while to purfue this hiftory, and

relate the conlpiracies which were formed againft

Pietro and the Medici, or the opprefifion of them.

The name of Medici had become a charm in the

cars of the Florenrines, like that of Hercules

among the Grecks, C=far among the Romans,
Orange among the Dutch, and others without

end : and if abfolure power muft be eftablifhed, it
was as well in the Medici as the Pazzi. But Leo

the Tenth is not fo excufeable for not adopting a
wifer plan.

About the time of the death of Cofimo, Lewis#

the Eleventh of France was embroiled in a trou-

blefome war, which his barons had raifed againft
him, at the inftigation of Francis, duke of Bre-

. g tagne,
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tagne, and Charles, duke of Burgundy; which they
called the war for the public good;* which lay
fo heavy upon him, that he could give no further
affiftance to John, duke of Anjou, in his defigns

_upon Genoa and Naples. By thefe means Fer-

14635.

dinand of Arragon became king of Naples, and
count Sforza, duke of Milan and lord of Genoa ;.
and having contrated family alliances together,
they began to take all proper meéafures to eftablifh
themfelves and their pofterity in their govern-
ments. For this purpofe it was judged neceflary.
that the king fhould, in the firft place, make fure
of fuch of the nobility as had taken part with
John of Anjou againft him in the late wars. The
king made ufe of every artifice to reconcile his
nobility to him, in which he at laft fucceeded ; for
they faw that if they continued in arms againft
their fovereign, they muft inevitably be ruined;
but if they came to an accommoaodation with him,
or fubmitted to his mercy, they might obtain a
pardon. ‘Thefe neblemen accordingly made their
fubmiffion to him, but were afterwards all put to
death at different times, upon one pretence or
other. :

In 1465 Paul, the fecond Venetian, was eleted
pope ; and the next year Sforza, duke of Milan,
died, and was fucceeded by his fon Galeazzo, an
event that not only added fuel to the animofities
that were rekindling in Flerence, but occafioned
them to burf{t out into a flame ; for after the death
of Cofimo, his fon Peter, being left heir to his
riches and authority, thought proper to attach.
himfelf to Neroni, a man of very great power and
reputation 1n the city, and of whom Cofimo had

{o.great an opinion, that upon his death-bed he

i Philip de Comines.
gave
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gave Peter a ftri¢t charge to confult him, and to
be guided entirely by his advice in every thing
that related ecither to the management of his own
eftate, or the adminiftration of the public. In
confequence of this command, Peter fent for him,
and having told him how great a confidence his
father had repofed in him, he hoped he would
affift him both in conduéting his private concerns,,
and inthe government of the city. Neroni promifed
to ferve him faithfully ; but when they came to
examine Colimo’s books, they found his affairs in
very great confufion: Neroni, therefore, who was
more Influenced by motives of {elf-intereft and
ambition than either by the friendthip he had
profefled for Peter, or the remembrance of the
obligations he lay under to his father, thinking he
had now a fair opportunity of ruining that repu-
tation and authority which Cofimo left him heir
to, gave him a piece of advice, which, to all ap-
pearance indeed, feemed both equitable and ne-
ceflfary, but ultimately tended to his deftruction,
He reprefented to him in how great diforder his
affairs were, and what large fums of money he
would have immediate occafion for, if he intended
to fupport his family intereft, and the reputation
they had acquired of opulence and power in the
commonwealth; and that there could be no relief
or expedient fo proper as to call in the debts that
were owing to him, both from foreigners and his
fellow-citizens : for Cofimo, out of his natural
generofity, and in order to eftablifh an influence
at home, and gain friends abroad, had always
been fo ready to open his purfe to every one who
ftood in need of his affiftance, that thofe debts
arofle toa prodigious amount. To this propofal,
which feemed but juft and reafonable, Peter con-
fented, and, like an honeft man, refolved to make

ufe of his own fubftance only in that emergency :
H 4 but
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but he had hardly called upon two or three of his

debtors, before the whole city was in an uproar,
every one upbraiding him with_avarice and in-
gratitude, and loading him with all-manner of re-
proaches and ignominious names, as if he had
come to plunder them of their own property, in-
ftead of demanding payment of a lawful debt.
Neroni, feeing the general refentment which his
own council had excited againft Peter, turned his
back upon him, and entered into a combination

- with L.ucca Pitti, Sodorini, and Acciaivoli, tode-

prive him of all power and authority in the ftate,
The end they all had in view was the fame; but
their motives to purfue it very different. Pitti
was ambitious to fucceed ‘Cofimo in the govern-
ment of the republic ; and became fo great after
his death, that he difdained the thoughts of ftoop-
ing to Peter: Neroni, who knew that Pitti was
not equal to fo great a charge, thought, that if
they could by any means get rid of Peter, the
chief power muft of neceffity in a fhort time
devolve upon him : Sodorini was defirous that the
city fhould enjoy more liberty, and be governed
by the proper magiftrates, as it ufed to be in for-
mer times: Acciaivoli had a particular quarrel
with the Medici ; thinking Cofimo had not ufed
him well in an award between his fon and his
wife, and nat being able to revenge himfelf upon
Cofimo, was now determined to do it upon Peter.
However, they all availed themfelves of the fame
pretext, and faid, that they neither defired nor
aimed at gny thing further, than that the republic
might be governed by lawful magiftrates, and not
by a little junto of particular perfons. The failure
of feveral merchants about that time ftii! increafed
the clamour that was raifed againft Peter, and

- gave the people freth occafion to revile him; for

they
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they made no fcruple of imputing the blame to
him, and faid, that the fudden and unexpetted
calling in of his money had been the occafion of|
thofe bankruptcies, to the great lofs and difcredit
of the merchants in particular, and the prejudice
of the whole city. Befides all which, as he was
going to marry Lorenzo, his eldeft fon, to Clarifia
degli Urfini, every body tock occafion from
thence to calumniate him; publicly declaring, that
fince he could not think any match in Florence
good enough for his fon, it was plain he did not
regard them any longer in the light of fellow-ci-
tizens, but was taking-his meafures to make him-
felf their fovereign. From fuch a temper in the
people, thefe ringleaders of fedition promifed
themfelves certain fuccefs, efpecially as the greater
part of the citizens were {fo bewitched with the
name of liberty, which they had made ufe of to
varnifh over their private defigns, that they cheer-
fully lifted under their banners. But while thefe
ill humours were fermenting, there were fome
who, out of a real love for their country, and ab-
horrence of civil difcords, refolved to try if they
could not palliate them, for a while at leaft, by
turning the attention of the people upon fome
more entertaining object; confidering, tharan idle
populace 1s generally made ufe of as a tool to
ferve the purpofes of fuch as attempt any inno-
vation or change of government. To employ
them, therefore, in fuch a manner as might beft
divert their thoughts, and prevent them from en-
tering into cabals and confpiracies againft the go-
vernment, and at the fame time to confole them
in fome meafure, after their mourning for the lofs
of Cofimo, who had now been dead a year, thefe
citizens thought it would be no bad expedient to
revive the public fpectacles with which the people

ufed
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ufed to be entertained. Tournaments alfo were’
infticuted, in which Lorenzo carried away the prize
from all others. But as foon as thefe entertain-
ments were over, the citizens returned to their
former machinations with more ardour than ever :
from whence arofe great troubles and divifions,
which were much inflamed by the expiration of
the balia, and the death of Francis Sforza, duke
of Milan. Galeazzo, the new duke, fent am-
bafladors to Florence, to confirm the treaty of al-
liance that had been concluded berween his father
and the republic ; one article of which was, that
the Florentines fhould pay that prince a certain
yearly fubfidy. The principal of Peter’s enemies’
took the opportunity which this demand furnifhed,
of publicly oppofing him in council, and refufed
to comply with it. . We may pafs over the long,
though entertaining account, of the commotions,
infrigues, and civil war between one party, whofe
object was the ruin of Peter and the Medici fa-
mily, both in their private affairs and' in their
public influence; and the other, who exerted them-
felves for their prefervation. The laft prevailed,
and the other was banifhed and confifcated. ‘Some
of thefe fled -to Venice, and harangued the fenate
of that republic into a war againft Florence and
the Medici; but this war was unfuccefsful, peace
was {oon made, and the Florentine exiles, deprived
of all hopes of ever returning to their country,
difperfed into different places. Tranquillity
abroad fucceeded ; but now the Florentines were
grievoufly harafled and oppreffed at home by the
tyranny and- ambition of their fellow-citizens; for
Peter was fo difabled by his infirmities, that he
had it not in his power to curb the infolence of
his own partilans, or provide any remedy: he

fent, however, for the principal of them, and
fharply
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fharply reprimanded them. It is generally be-
lieved. thar, if he had lived, he would have re-
called the exiles, to bridle the tyranny and rapa-
city of his own friends: but death; in the fifty-
third year of his age, put an end to thefe
defigns. He left two fons, Liorenzo and Giuliano,
both very promifing.

Sodorint was at this time the moft confliderable
among the leading men of the ftate; and for his
prudence and authority, in great reputation, not

only in Florence, but with all the princes of Iraly:

fo that after the death of Peter he had the higheit
reverence and refpect fhewn him by all the citi-

zens, who daily reforted in great numbers to his

houfe ; and feveral ftates and princes addrefied
their letters to him, as head of the commonwealth.,
But as he was a wife man, and had thoroughly ba-
lanced his own fortune, and the circumiftances of
his family, with thofe of the Medici, he modeftly
declined returning any anfwer to thofe letters; and
gave-his fellow=citizens to underftand, that it was
not to him, but the Medici, that they ought to
pay their court.. He afifembled the heads of all
the chief families in the city, and prefented to
them Lorenzo and Giuliano, and faid, that if they

were defirous to live in peace and union at home,

and fecure from foreign invafions, it was neceflary
to continue their obfervance to the houfe of Me-
dici, and fupport thofe young gentlemen in the
authority which their anceftors had enjoyed : that
it was but natural to fhew the fame regard to the
family which they had fo long been ufed to do,

and therefore it muft rather be a pleafure than a

grievance to them; for if mankind were apt to
be fond of novelties, they were, for the moft part,
as foon difgufted with them; that it had been
found much more eafy to maintain one in power,

- whofe

Ty
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whofe enemies were in a manner extinguifhed by
time, than to raife another which muft unavoid-
ably be fubjeét to new emulations, and {peedy ruin,
from many caufes and unforefeen accidents. IL.o-
renzo too, though very young, made a {peech
with much gravity and modefty ; the citizens,
before the affembly broke up, folemnly engaged
to be guardians of their youth, and they, on the
other hand, as folemnly promifed to reverence
them at all times as their proteftors and parents.
Afrer which, ILorenzo and Giuliano were looked
upon as the heads of the republic, and putting
themfelves under the guidance and direttion of
Sodorini, the ftate feemed to be perfe&tly com-
pofed, neither diftraéted by inteftine difcords, nor
embroiled in foreign wars. But Bernardo degli
Nard: {foon found means to excite the ruined fa-
milies, who had been exiled at the fall of Lucca
Pitti, to kindle another war, which was extinguifh-
ed only by the deftru&tion of the town of Prate.
After this infurre&tion, which was fuddenly
raifed, and foon fupprefled, the citizens of Flo-
rence began to fink into luxury and effeminacy.
"The youth growing more diffolute than ever they
bhad been before, and having nothing elf= to do,
threw away their time and eftates in drefs, in feaft-
ing, In gaming, in women, and other fuch diffi-
pations. Their whole ftudy and emulation was
to {urpafs each other in fine cloaths.

A new war broke out on occafion of 2 mine of
alum difcovered at Volterra. Sodorini thoughta
¢ lean peace better than a fat war;”’ but Lorenzo,
thinking this a favourable opportunity of diftin-
guifhing himfelf, and being fupported in his opi-
nion by thofe who envied the authority of Sodo-
rinl, his opinion prevailed, and Volterra was
reduced,

In
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In 1476 happened the aflaffination of Galeazzo, 1476.

duke of Milan, and the deftruéion of the afiaffins,
who, as ufual in fuch cafes, were left unfupported,

both by the nobility and the multitude who had.

at firft encouraged them. Such examples ought
to be warnings to princes, to reign in fuch a
manner as to make themfelves honoured and be-
loved by their fubjeéts: and to others, againft
trufting to nobles or the multitude, except in a
very good caufe; for though thefe may be dif-

contented to the laft degree, they will feldom ftir.

a foot to their affiftance in diftrefs or danger.
After the Medici had gained fuch an aicendant,

by the defeat of their enemies, in 1466, they
grew fo powerful, that they in a manner engrofied -

the government of the republic wholly to them-
felves; and their power was lo great, that fuch as

were difaffeted to their adminiftration were either.

obliged to fubmit to it with patience, or endea-
vour to fhake off the yoke, by clandeftine machi-
nations and confpiracies; which being attended

with great difficulties and dangers, for the moft
part end in the ruin of the confpirators, and

only ferve to aggrandize and ftrengthen thofe ftill

more againft whom they are formed. Italy was.

divided into two confederacies ; the pope and the

king of Naples were on one fide; the Venetians, '

the duke of Milan, and the Florentines, on the

other. When Philip de Medici, archbifhop of,
Pifa, died, the pope appointed an enemy of the

family of Medici (Salviati) to fucceed him. The
fignori refufed to give him pofleflion of the fee.
The Medici were difcountenanced upon all occa-
fions at the court of Rome, while the greatelt
refpe&t and partiality were fhewn there to the
Pazzi, a family indeed which at that time was

onc
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one of the richeft and moft powerful in Florence:
Cofimo, confidering their opulence and quality,
had married his grand-daughter Bianca to Gug-
liclmo de Pazzi, in hopes of uniting the two
families more firitly, and preventing all jealou-
fies and emulation betwixt them by fuch an alli-
ance. But {o vain and fallacious are all human
defigns, the event proved quite contrary, for
fome of Lorenzo’s friends having infinuated to
him that it would be dangerous to him, and 2
diminution of his own authority, to throw any

more power into the hands of that family, he

would not fuffer Giacopo, nor any of his brothers
or nephews, to enjoy fuch honours and offices as

‘they feemed to deferve in common with their

fellow citizens. The Pazzi, therefore, were fo
exafperated at this ufage, that the Medici began
to be afraid of them, and*the apprehenfions of
the one feemed to increafe in proportion to the
refentment of the other; for in all competitions
for places of honour and profit, the Pazzi, how
much foever they might be favoured by the fuf-
frages of the people, were always fure to be fet
afide and rejeted by the magiftracy. The Pazzi,
therefore, thinking it intolerable that people of
their rank and fortune fhould be treated in that in-
jurious manner, began to medirate revenge. He
accordingly concerted a confpiracy with many
other perfons, and attempted to afiafiinate both the
Medici at church. Giuliano was murdered with
fuch circomftances of perfidy as would difgrace
the moft infamous caufe, much more a caufe dig-
nified with the name of liberty. L.orenzo defended
himfelf with grear bravery, and efcaped with a
flicht wound. The infurgents rode about the

‘town,and cried, Liberty! Libertyi and calledupon

the
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the people to join them. But fuch was the in-
fluence of the Medici, and fo much were they
beloved, on account of their liberality and other
princely qualities, that the reft of their fellow-
citizens did not defire to fee any change of govern-
ment. T he whole city was raifed, and Lorenzo
fafely conduéted by a great number of armed men
to his own houfe: the palace was recovered by the
people, and all thofe who had feized upon it either
taken or killed; the ftreets refounded with fhouts of
Long live the Medici! while the limbs of the con-
{pirators who had been killed, were either carried
upon halberts, or dragged round the city; every
one endeavouring to fhew his refentment, both in
words and actions, againft the Pazzi : for they not
only plundered their houfes, but hurried Fran-
cifco out of his bed to the palace, and there hung
him up, clofe by the archbithop and his affociates.
So great was the favour and intereft which the
family of the Medici had gained among the peo-
ple, by their prudence and liberality, that there
was not a citizen of any degree whatfoever who
did not go to Lorenzo, and make him an offer
both of his perfon and fortune. Rinato, and
Giacono de Pazzi, were both apprehended, con-
demned, and executed, with fo many others, that
the ftreets and highways were full of their limbs.
None of them were much lamented, except Rina-
to, who had always been efteemed a prudent man,
and void of that family pride which was laid to
the charge of all thereft. After the confpiracy was
fupprefied, and the authors of it punifhed, the
funeral of Giuliano was folemnized with greac
pomp, and attended by all the citizens. He
left one fon, born fome menths after his death,
and named Giulio, who was afterwards pope Cle-

ment.-

128




126

- Florenre. -

ment the Seventh. The pope and the king of
Naples, when they were difappointed of bringing
about a change of government in Florence, by
under-hand machinations, now refolved to attempt
it by open war: but the good fortune of the
family, Lorenzo’s addrefs, and the fteady attach-
ment of the Florentines to him, carried them
fafely through this danger too. After the quar-
rels among the more confiderable ftates were com-
pofed, there happened many other difturbances
for the courfe of feveral years, in Romagna, La
Marca d’Ancona; and Siena; they were more
frequent in Siena than any where elfe, after the
departure of the duke of Calabria, in 1488 ; but
after many changes and revolutions there, in
which fometimes the commonalty and fométimes
the nobility prevailed, the nobility at laft effec-
tually fupprefling the other party, Pandolpho and
Giacopo Petruccio, one of whom was in the higheft
repute for his wifdom, and the other for his
valour, became in a manner princes of that city.
As for the Florentines, they lived very happily,
and in perfet tranquillity, from the end of the
war till the death of Lorenzo, in 1492. For Lo«
renzo, having eftablifhed a general peace through-
out Italy by his great wifdom and prudence, had
began to turn his thoughts entirely to the aggran-
dizement of the republic, and the care of his own
family. In the firft place he married his eldeft fon
Peter to Alphonfina, daughter to Cavaliere Urfini,’
and procured a cardinal’s hat for Giovanni his
fecond fon, who was not quite thirteen years of
age when he was promoted to that dighity, of
which there had been no example before; but he
afcended by degrees through all the preferments
of the church, till he was exalted to the pontifi<
cate, under the name of L.eo the Tenth. Hi;
thir
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third fon Giulano was but an infant. He alfo
difpofed of his daughiers very much to their
advantage. In his mercantile affairs he was rather
unfortunate ; for fuch was the extravagance of
his factors, who lived more like princes than
private men, that they had diffipared the greater
part of his merchandize ; fo that he was often
obliged to borrow large {fums of the public. His
chief defire was to promote union among the peo-
Elc, and f{upport the nobility in that degree of
onour and refpect that was due to them. He
fhewed great favour to thofe who excelled in any
art, and was a very hiberal patron to learned men.
He was paffionately fond of poetry, mufic, and
architecture. He founded the univerfity of Pifa.
Immediately after his death {uch fparks of difcord
began to re-kindle, as fhortly broke out into a
flame, and preyed upon the vitals of Irtaly.
Peter, the great-grandfon of the firft Cofimo,
having entered into a league with France, L.ouis
XII. without the confent of the fignori, was
ejetted by the Florentines, and retired to Venice ;
fo that the Florentines recovered and enjoyed
their ancient liberties till 1 5¢2, when Ferdinand,
king of Spain, reftored the family of Medici ,which
was expelled again in 1529. In 1530 Charles V.
feized upon Florence, and made Alexander de
Medici, grear-grandion of Lorenzo, and who
married his natural daughter Margaret, fovereign
and duke of Florence. Alexander was murdered
abourt feven years after, and having left no children
was {ucceeded by his brother John, whofe fon
Cofmo, was created grand-duke of Tufcany, by
pope Pius V. in 1569. Voltaire fays, that the
period while Florence was under the government
of the Medici ought to be called the Medicean

age, as the polite arts and fciences were then

Vor, 1L 1 carried
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carried to the higheft degree of perfeétion : then
it was that thofe greart gemnfes, Ariofto, Machia-
vel, GLHCChlaldlnl, Cardinal Bembo, Triﬂiano,
Cafa, Bernini, Raphael, Michael Angclo, Titan,.
Paul Veronefe, and fo many others, adorned the
age, and rendered their names immortal.

Machiavel’s introdution to his feventh book,
according to his cuftom, is full of grave reﬂec-
tions. ¢ Thofe "are much miltaken, who think
¢« anv republican government can continué long
¢« united.”—So are they who think that any del-
potical or monarchical government can continue
long united ; and it is as eafy, and more fo, to
form and pi eferve the union of a republican as of
a monarchical government. A conftitution formed
tipon the nature of man, and providing agamft
his difcontented temper, inftead of trufting to
whar is nor i him ¢ his moderation and content-
ment in power) wmay preferve union, harmony,
and tranquillity, better than any defpotifim.
Republics that truft the content of one aﬁcmbly
or two affemblies are as credulous, 1gnorant, and
fervile, as nations thar truft the moderation of a
fingle man. And it is as true of one as the other,
ub: folitudinem faciunt pacem appellant. *¢ Dif-
““ ferences and divifions for the moft part are
¢« prejudicial to republics; and yet it 1s cer-
¢¢ tain there are {ome that are of fervice to
«¢ them.” - The fame 1s true of defpotifms and
monarchies. Divifions are hurtful for the moft
part, yet fome are beneficial. ¢¢ Thofe indeed
¢¢ are hurtful thar are atrtended with parties and
¢¢ factions; but when rthat is not the cafe, they
‘¢ tend to the benefit of the commonwealth. As"
“¢ it is impoffible, therefore, for any legiflator or
- foundcr of a republic entirely to prevent feuds

€€ and
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¢ and animofities in it, it ought to be his chicf
€¢ care to provide acralnﬂ: ther growing up into
<¢ fa&ions.” Thisis eaﬁly done by diftinct and
independent legiflative, executive, and judicial
powers, and by two councils in the legiﬂaturc.
Factions may be infinitely better managed in fuch
a republic, than in a defpotiim or monarchy.—*¢ It
€< muft be confidered then, that there are two
¢¢ roads to popularity in fuch ftates, the one
¢¢ through public ftations, the other through pri-
¢ vate life. In the former it is acquired by gain-
““ ing fome fignal viCtory, by the prndent and
vy Lareful di{charge of an embafly, or by giving
¢¢ wife and fuccefsful advice in council : in the
¢ latter, by beneficence to one’s fellow citizens,
‘“ by {creening ‘them from the magiftrates, by
‘¢ {fupplying them with money, by promoting
¢¢ them to honours and employments even when
¢ they do not deferve them, by entertaining the
‘¢ people with plays and fpetacles, and diftri-
*“ buting largefles among them. This manner of -
¢¢ proceeding procures followers and partifans :
¢¢ and as popularity thus obtained is dangerous
¢ to the ftate, becaufe it 1s commonly applied to
¢ ferve private and felf-interefted views; {o the
¢ reputation that is acquired the other way is of
‘¢ credit and advantage to it, when not made a
¢¢ tool to party and faétion, becaufe it conduces
‘¢ to the good of the whole. And though emu-
‘¢ latton and envy will always {pring up even
‘¢ among citizens of the latter fom, yet, as they
‘¢ have no partifans that follow them for their
‘“ own private ends, they cannot hurt the com-
‘“ monwealth; on the contrary, they muft of ne-.
““ ceffity be of fervice to it, for this very emula-
*¢ tion will naturally excite their utmoft endeavours
‘¢ to excel each other in their ments towards their
is ¢ country,
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¢ country, and make them keep fo frifl a watch
““ ower one another’s actions, that none of them will
¢ bave it in their power 1o tranfgrefs the bounds
¢ of good citizens. But the divifions in Florence
¢¢ conitantly ended in factions, and therefore were
¢¢ always pernicious to the republic ; nor did any
“¢ one of thofe factions continue united any longer
¢¢ than it had {fubdued the adverfe party; for
¢¢ when once that was done, and confequently all

fear and reftraint were at an end, it immediately
¢¢ fubdivided, and fplit itfelf into others.”—In
truth, it is impoffible that divifions, in any form’
of fimple government, fhould ever end in the
public good, or in any thing but faftion. The
government itfelf is a faGion and an abfolute
power in a party, which being without fear and
reftraint, is as giddy in one of thefe forms as in
any other. ¢ De P'abfolu pouvoir, vous ignorez
Pyvrefs.” It muft therefore divide, if it is not
reftrained by another faction ; when that is the
cafe, as foon as the other faftion prevails thev
divide, and fo on : but when the three natural
orders in fociety, the high, the middle, and the
low, are all reprefented in the government, and
conftitutionally placed to watch each other, and
reftrain each other mutually by the laws, it is
then only that an emulation takes place for the
public good, and divifions turn to the advantage
of the nation.

Cofimo’s party got the upper hand in Florence
in the year 1434 ; but as there were {lill many
very powerful men left on the fide that was de-
pretied, they yet flood in fome awe of them, and
therefore thought proper, not only to continue
united, but to behave themfelves with modera-

[ 11

tion 3 nor were they guilty of any mifconduét or

oppreflive a&t of confequence enough to draw
upon
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upon them the batred of the people; fo thar
whenever they had occafion for the fuffrages of
their fellow-citizens to renew their authority,
they always found them ready to re-eftablith the
chiefs of their party in any office they defired:
accordingly, from 1434 to 1455, a period of
twenty-one years, they were {ix times appointed
by the general council to fill the balia. There
were in thefe times two very powerful citizens in
Florence, Cofimo and Neri ; the latter of whom Cofime.
had acquired his reputation in the public way, Neri.
{o that he had many friends, but few foliowers and
partifans. Cofimo, on the other hand, having
gained his authority both by his public and pri-
vate behaviour, bad not only many friends, but
partifans and dependents alfo ; and thefe two con-
tinuing ftrikly united, never found any difficulty
in obtaining whatfoever they afked from the peo-.
ple, as their power was founded upon the favour
of the public. But Neridying in the year 14535,
and the adverfe fa&tion being utterly fupprefled,
this adminiftration met with much oppofition be-
fore they recovered their former authority ; and
chiefly from Cofimo’s friends, who being now
grown very powerful in the ftate themfelves, and
freed from all further apprehenfions of their ene-
mies, were likewife defirous to lower his popula-
rity. 'This jealoufy gave beginning to the troubles
that broke out in the year 1446 ; for thofe who 1446.
were then the leading men advifed their fellow-
citizens, when they were afflembled in the general
councH, to take the ftate of the commonwealth
into confideration, not to create any more balias,
but to refume the imborfations; and to choofe
their magiftrates by lot out of the purfes that bad
been formierly filled. To cure them of this phren-
zy, Cofimo had no other remedy, but either to

13 feize
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feize forcibly upon the government, by the affift-
ance of {uch partifans as flill adhered to him, and
to crufh all oppofition at once; or to let things
take théir courfe, and wait till rime fhould con-
vince his friends that they were labouring only
to deftroy their own power and reputation, and
not his. He chofe the latter expedient; for he
knew he fhould run no rifque in that, as the purfes
were filled with the names of fuch as were well

‘affe€ted to him, and that he might confequently

take the adminiftration into his hands again when-
ever he pleafed. He fuffered them therefore to
proceed to an imbortation ; but when the new ma-
giltracy was drawn, and every one thought they
had now fully recovcered their former liberties, the
magiftrates began to act in their refpeétive depart-
ments, not according to the ditates and directions
of thofe leaders, but as they thought fit them-
felves ; fo that fometimes the friend of one great
man, fometimes the creature of another, met
with an unexpefted rebuff ; and thofe who before
ufed to fee their houfes filled with prefents and
folicitors, now had meither fubftance fufficient to
live upon, nor even common fervants to attend
them. They likewife had the mortification to {ee
themfelves reduced to a level with fuch as they
had ufed to look down upon with the higheft con-
tempt and difdain; and thofe who before were
their equals, now {uddenly advanced far above
them. They bad neither honour nor refpect
fhewn them 'by any one; on the contrary, they
were infulted and abufed wherever they went ; and
every body made {o free with their privaie charac-
ters, and public conduct, that they foon began to
be aware that it was not Cofimo, but themfelves
that had loft their authority. Cofimo, in the
mean tme, took little or no notice of thefe

things ;
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things ; but when any thing was deliberated upon

that he thought would be agreea.ble to the people,
he was the firft thar promoted the execotion of it.
But what ftruck the greateft terror into thefe
grandees, and gave Cofimo a fair opportunity of
making them repent of their paft bebaviour, was

the rencwal of the catafto, that took placein 1427,

by which the taxes were regulated and propor-
tioned by law, and not levied according to the
caprice or pleafurc of particular men. This law
therefore being revived, and officers appointed to
fee it executed, the grandecs having had a con-
fultation togethcr went to wait upon Cofimo,
and tntreated him to ufe his endeavours to deli-
ver both them and himfelf out of the hands of the
plebeians, and to new-model the government in
{fuch a manner, that they might retrieve the repu-
tation which formerly had made him {o powerful,
and them f{o much refpe&ted ; to which Cofimo

made anfwer, ¢ that he would do what lay 1n his

power for that purpofe with all his heart, provid-
ed 1t could be brought about legally and quietly,
and with the good-will and approbation of the

- people ; but that he never would confent to vio- -

lent meafures, or ufing force of any kind.” They
then endeavoured to geta law pafled in the coun-
cils for a new balia; but finding 1t would not go
down, they returned to Cofimo, and befought
him 1n the humbleft manner, that he would make
ufe of his intereft to get it pafled: burt with this
Cofimo peremprorily refufed to comply, being
determined to make them fully fenfible of their

error. Upon which Donaro Cocchi, who wasthe

gonfalonier of juftice, refolved to fet up a balia
without his concurrence : but Cofimo raifed fuch
a {pirit among the reft of the magiftrates, that

14 they
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they not only oppofed him with the utmoft vehe-
mence, but laughed at him, and treated him with
fo much fcorn and derifion, that it drove him
ftark mad, and he was carried back to his own
houfe raging and frantic. Luca Puti,* a bold
and refolute man, being now made gonfalonier of
juttice, Cofimo refolved to leave the management
to him; fo that if any mifcarriage fhould happen,
or any odium be incurred, it might be thrown
upon the gonfalonier, and not upon him. Luca
was very importunate with the people toappeint a
balia ; but perceiving it was to no purpofe, he not
only treated thofe who were members of the coun-
¢ils with great infolence, but threatened them,
and foon after put his threats in execurion: for
having filled the palace with armed men, in 1453
he called the people together in the pilazza, and
there compelled them, by force of arms, to do
thar which they would not fo much as hear of
before. After they had thus refumed the govern-
ment, they created a balia ; and the new magif-
trates, at the inftigation of a few particular perfons,
who advifed them to fupport an authority with
terror which they had ufurped by force, began
their adminiftration with fending Givolamo Ma-
chiavelli and fome others into exile, and depriving
many more of their honours and employments.

" % TLuca Pitti, tenuto uomo aunimofo, et molto pita audace;
che favio, o prudente. Nerli, p. 48.

3 Pero avendo Luca Pitti gid confumato il primo mefe
dei fuo magiftrato, non lafcio pafiare, molti giorni del fe-
condo che avendo difpofto 1 fignori fuoi compagni, et prov-
vifto il palazzo d’arme, e di forze, e Cofimo, e gl altridella
parte effendofi provveduti, e armati in favore de’ fignori,
fecero chiamare. il popolo in piazza e fi venne al parlamento
fecondo il coftume folito mediante il quale fi cre6 una nuova
balia, e fi riftrinfe in quello lo ftato, ordinandofi nuove imbor-
fazioni, &c. Nerli, p. 49.

Guic-
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Guicchiardin begins his hiftory of the wars in
Italy, where Machiavel concludes that of Elo-
rence, viz. with the death of IL.orenzo de Medici
in April 1492, the fame year that the fagacity,
fortitude, -and good fortune, of that ever memo-
rable native of Coguretio, a village near Genoa,
Chriftopher Columbus, of plebelan birth, but
of noble genius, in the fervice of Ferdinand and
Ifabella o% Spain,* laid the firft foundation of the
conftitutions of the United States of America.
The death of Lorenzo was a fevere misfortune
to his country, which had flourithed, under the
influence of his prudence, repurtation, and genius,
in all the blefifings and embellifhments of a long
and fecure peace; and very inconvenient to all
Italy, who regarded him as a principal counter-
balance to Ferdinand of Naples, and Sforza of
Milan, princes as ambitious as they were power-
ful. Peter the Second, the eldelt of his three
fons, who {ucceeded him without contradition,
was not qualified by experience or abilities for {o
important a ftation. Deviating early from the
councils of his father, and without confulting the
principal citizens, he was wholly dire€ted by Or-
fini, a relation both by his mother and his wife,
burt a dependent of Ferdinand.. This new cone
neftion, {fo prudently avoided by his father, ex-
cited the jealoufy of Sforza, and was the fource
of all the enfuing evils. Without reciung the
particulars of his vanity, rathnefs, and impru-
dence, efpecially a foolith treaty with France,
which he made, without confulting the magiftrates,

* Muratori, Annals. tom. ix. p. 367, anno 1492.
Guicchiardin, lib. 6. Americus Vefpucius, who began his
voyages in 1497, the two firft of which he made by order of

13'5
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Ferdinand of Caftile, and the two laft by order of Emanuel

of Portugal, was a native of Florence.

on
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on the ninth of November 1494, as he was
going into the palace, Nerli, a youth of noble
birth and great wealth, at the head of fome others
of the magiftracy, ftood armed at the gates,* and
forbid him to enter. The populace, as foon as the
seport of this infurrection fpread in the town, in-
ftantly took arms. Peter, deftitute of courage as
well as advice, returned to his own houfe, where
he was informed that the magiftrates had declared
him a rebel; vpon which he fled with precipita-
tion to Bologna, and was followed by his two
brothers, Giovanni the cardinal, and Giulano,
who were likewife attainted. Thus, through the
rathnefs and levity of a thoughtlefs youth, the
family of the Medici fell, for the prefent, from a
fovereign power which tbey had exercifed for fixty
years. From Bologna they went to Venice. After

- fome time the king, their 'a!ly, obtained a reverfal

of Peter’s attainder, and that of his two brothers,
and a reftitution of their effefts, on condition that
Peter fhould net approach within an hundred
miles of the borders of the repubhc, which was
defigned to prevent him from fettling in Rome;
nor his brothers within an hundred of the city.
After the exile of Peter and his brothers, the ety
of Florence attempted once more to reform its
government ;4§ but, fays Nerh, the citizens who
ought to have reformed the ftate, fell mnto the fame
error with all who had preceded them n fimilar
enterprizes, and founded the new government, as
others had done whoie fteps they followed, upon
parties and civil fations, as may be feen in the
whole hiftory of F lorencc, and for the benefit and

* Nerli, p. 62. Muratori, Annal. tom. iX. p. 374, anno
1494. Fu egli dichiarato co’fratelli ribello, pofta taglia con-
tro le loro perfone, e pofcia meflo a facco il ricchifimo lore
palagio.

+ '\‘erh, pP- 63 : :
c€onvenience
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convenience of the fuperior party and more pow-
erful faftions, and not at all for the benefit of the
generality, or the univerfal good ; and therefure

1t was impoflible that a pacific and quiet republic -

fhould fucceed, or a durable government be efta-
blithed. They created, however, according to the
ancient caftom of the city, and by way of a par-
liament, always a {cene of violence, and incon-

fiftent with all civil modefty, twenty Accoppiatori, acco
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or affociates, with authority to mmborfe the fig- atori.

nori from time to ume, and to create, with other
reftiefs difturbers of the public peace, the prin-
cipal magiftrates ; and ti.ey refolved, that Loren-
zo di Pierfrancefco di Medici, who then decla-
red himfelf one of the inhabitants, de popolani,
though under age, fhould be one of the twenty ;
and this was accomplifhed by their extraordinary
reputation and influence, and thus he was made
the head of the new go rernment; and this whole
- revolution changed nothing but the head, and not
at all the nature of the government. It wasin
this convention, which Neri calls a parliament,
that thofe elegant {peeches, which Guicchiardin®
has preferved or compofed, one for Soderini,
and the other for Vefpucci, are {fuppofed to have
been made : but it is {urprifing to fee, that nei-
ther orators fo eloquent and able, nor an hiftorian
who fo elegantly reports the debatc appear to
have once thought of the natural and neceflary
remedy. One 1s for a government fimply popu-
lar, and the other for a form fimply ariftocratical ;
‘bur neither thinks of an equal mixture of the three
forms, nor even of the two, nor does an idea
occur of feparating the legiflative from the ex-
ecutive power. Soderint admits that, among all

* Guigghiardin, lib. ii. p. 41, Ven. 1574.

writers
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writers upon government, praifes have been more
liberally beftowed upon the adminiftration of a
fingle prince, and upon that of a few of the beft
citizens, than upon 2ny popular government;
but he thinks that the defire of liberty is fo natural
or habitual in that city, and the condition of the
citizens {o proportioned to that equality which
1s the peceffary foundation of a popular govern-
ment, that this ought, without all doubt, to be
preferred to all others: he even thinks a queftion
could not be made of this, as in all their conful-
tations it had ever been determined with univerfal
canfent, that the city fhould be governed in the
name and by the authority of the people. But
the diverfity of opinions arofe from this, that
fome would cheerfully confent in the regulation of
the convention to that form of a republic with
which the city governed itfelf before her liberty
was opprefled by the family of the Medici; others,
among whom he reckons himfelf, Judgmg a go-
vernment {o ordered tohave, in many things, rather
the name than the effe@ts of a popular govern-
ment, and terrified with the accidents which fre-
quently refult from fuch governments, defire a
more perfect form, which may preferve concord

-and fecurity to the citizens, bleflings which, nei-

ther from reafon nor experience, can beexpecied in
this city, if it 1s not under a government depen-

dent entirely on the power of the people, which

muft however be well ordered by two fundamen-
tal regulations : the firft of which 1s, that all the
magll% ates and officers, both in the city and all
s domtnions, fhall be diftritbuted, from time to
time, by an zniverfal council of all thofe who,
according to our laws, are qualified for a partici-
pation in government; without the approbation

01': which council new laws cannot Rgdeliberated ;
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thus, it not being in the powey, of private cirizens,
nor of any particular .conipiracy or intrigue, te
diftribute dignities or authority, none will be ex-
cluded from them by the paffions or caprice of
others, but they fhall be beftowed according to
the virtues and merits of men: by confequence,
every one muft endeavour by his virtues, good
manners, and by rendering himielf agreeable both

in public and private life, to open his way to

honours ; every one mulft abftain from vices and
injuries to others, and, in one word, from all thofe

things which are odipus in’a well-conflituted city.

It will not be in the power of any one, nor of a
few, by new laws, or by the authority of a magii-
trate, to introduce another government, or to
pretend to alter this, but by the refolution of the
univerfal council.—The fecond fundamental re

lation is this, that all the moft important delibee
rations, as thofe of peace and war, the examination
of new laws, and generally all thofe things which
are neceflary to the adomniftration of fuch a city
and dominion, fhall be treated’ by magiftrates,
particularly deftined to this fervice, in a fele&
council of the moft experienced and prudent ciri-
zens, who fhall be deputed by the popular coun-
cil ; for as the knowledge of thefe affairs of ftate
is not found in every underftanding, precautions
thould be taken that the government may not fall
into hands incapable of condufting it; and cele-
rity and fecrecy, which are often indifpenfable,

cannot be confuited or preferved in the delibera-

tions of a multitude : nor is it neceflary for the
maintenance of liberty, that fuch things fhould
be treated by large numbers; for liberty remains
{ecure at all times when the diftribution of ma-
giftracies, and the deliberations on new laws,
depend on univerfal confeat.——Thefe two points
3 Seing

i3e
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being fecured, the government will be truly po-
pular, the lxberty of the city well founded, and
a laudable and durable forin of a republic efta-
blithed. He then compares his project with the
plan of Venice, to which it has not however

"the fmalleft refemblance ; and proceeds: ““This

city of ours has never enjoyed a government like
this, and thercfore our public affairs have been
conftantly expofed ro frequent murtations; at oue
time trampled down by the violence of tyranny ;
at another, torn bv the ambitious and avaricious
difienfions of the few ; now fhaken by the licen-
uous fury of the mulutudc : and although cities’
are built for no end but the tranquillity, fecurity,
and happy life of the inhabitants, the fruits of
our government, our felicity, our repofe, have
been the cominual confifcations of our eftates, the

‘banifhments and the t‘Xf‘CﬂtiOHS on the fcaffold of

our miferable citizens.””

This 1s the fubftance of Sodcrml s oration, in
which he i1s fully fenftble of the tyranny and
flavery of alternate fattions, and the confequent
miferies with which the hiﬂ:ory of Florence was
filled : bur nftead of propofing a rational remedy;
he is for aggravating. the evil. The executive
power, the appointment of officers, had been the
caufc of difcord; he now only propofes to give
thofe appointments to the multitude, inftead of a
fenate ; to the univer{al, inftead of the particular
council s the only effect of which would be, that
more heads would be turned, and more paflions
mflamed.

The oration of Soderini was anfwered by Vef-
puci, a famous lawyer, and a man of fingular
genius and addrefs. <<1f,”” [ays he, ¢¢a government,
inftituted in the manner propofed by Soderini,

mofl exccllent citizens, would as eafily produce
fuch

g
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{uch defirable fruits, he would certainly difcower
a moft corrupted chara&ter who fhould with for
any other for a regulation of our country. He
would be a moft pernicious citizen, who thould
not love, without referve, a form of a republic,
in which virtue, meéric, and the real value of men,
thould be above all things acknowledged and
honoured. But I confefs myfelf ignorant, how it
is poflible to hope that a regiment, placed abfo-
lutely in the power of the people, can be produc-
tive of fuch mighty bleffings. I am, oa the con-
trary, mioft affuredly confident, that reafon reaches
us, that experience demonitrates, and that the
authority of the greateft lawgivers confirms, thar in
fo greata multitude there can never be found fuch
prudem:e, {uch experience, and fuch order, that we
may have room to promife ourfelves thar the
wife will be preferred to the ignorant, the good
to the evil, or men of experience to thofe who
have never feen a public tranfadtion. As from an
incapable and untkilful judge it is not poffible to
. hope for a fagacious fentence; fo from a people,

immerfed in ignorance and involved in confufion,
we cannot expe&, without a miracle, prudent de-
liberations or rational elections. Can we believe
that a mulritude, inexpert, untkilful, compounded
of {o great a variety of geniufes, condxtions and
cuftoms, and wholly devoted rto their private af-
fairs, can poffibly diftinguith and know thofe
intricate interefts and duties of the public, which
men of the moft confummate wifdom, who are
wholly inattentive to any other bufinefs, are often
with great difficulty able to difcern? Nort to

mention, that the unbounded efteem which every -

one entertains of himfelf, will ftimulate them all
to become ambitious of honours: nor will it
ever be fatisfaCory to men in a popular govern-

" ' ment
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ment to enjoy the honeft fruits of liberty, but
all will afpire to the higheft rank, and be im-
patient to intermeddle in all deliberations upon

-affairs of the moft importance and greateft difa-

culty ; for among us there is lefs than in any
other city in the world of that modefty, which
yields the precedence to bim who has more know-
ledge or more merit. Perfuading ourfelves as we
do, that, in reafon and by right, we ought all of
us to be equal in all things, the applaufe of virtue
and merit, if left in the difpofition of the mul-
titude, will be confounded, and this ambiuon
being diffufed through the majority, will defign-
edly beltow the moft power on the moft ignorant
and the leaft meritorious, becaufe, being by much
the molt numerous, they will have the moft in-
fluence in a f{tate fo conflituted, that opinions’
muit be numbered and not weighed. What cer-
tainty therefore can you have, thar although they
may be fatisfied with the form that you introduce
at prefent, they will not prefently difarrange the
inftitutions  the moft wifely concerted, by their
novel inventions and imprudent laws, to which
the wifeft citizens will not be able to refilt 2 Thefe
things, at all times dangerous in fuch a govern-
ment, will be much more fo at prefent, becaufe
it is the nature of mankind, when they fly from

-one extreme, in which they have been held by

violence, to ruth with greater violence, without
{topping at the mean, to the other extremity.
Thus he who efcapes from a tyranny, if unre-
ftrained, precipitates himfelf into an unbridled
licentioufnefs, which alfo may moft jultly be
called a tyranny; for a people is exaéily like a
tyrant, when they give to him who has no merit,
when they take away from him whe has much,
when they confound. all gradations and :diftinc-
| tions




G:}iccban;’im

tions of peffons, and their tyranny is perhaps fo

much the more peftiferous, as ignorance, which -

has no weights, nor meafures, nor laws, is more
dangerous even than malignity, which may govern
itfelf by fome rule, reftrain itfelf by fome bridle,
and fatisfy itfelf with fome end. Has this city
ever been under the abfolure government of the
people, without becoming an inftant prey to dif-
cord, without being fhaken to its foundation, and
without fuffering an immediate revolution in the
ftate? Why are not our liberties fecure under the
government propofed in this parliament? All things
are referred to the difpofition of magiftrates, who
are not perpetuzl, but are frequently changed ;
who are not ele&ted by a few, but, having been
approved by many, are appointed, according to
the ancient ufage of the city, by let. How then
can they be appointed by fations, or by the will
of particular citizens? We fhall have a2 much
greater certainty, that affairs of the moft import-
ance will be examined and dire&ted by men of the
moft wifdom, experience, and gravity, who will
govern with more order, fecrecy, and maturity of
judgment, than it is poffible for a people, who
are incapable of fuch things, to poffefs: a people,
who are often, when there is little occafion for ic,
mofit extravagantly fplendid and expenfive, and
oftener ftill, when there is the moft urgent necef-
fity, are fo penurious and niggardly, as to rufh
upon the greateft dangers and expences, for the
fake of faving the moft trifling fums.” &g

~ In truth, both thefe {peeches, with all their

cloguence, were thrown away. Soderini was for -

colle¢ting all authority into one center, the people;
and Vefpyci i1to another, the fenate: neither dared
propofe a {eparation of the executive from both
in a firft magiftrate : and without that, and admic=

Vor. 1L K tng
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ting both the fenate and people to a fhare, there
could be no peace nor harmony in Florence. The
queftion, however, was not decided by the logic
or rhetoric of either: few of the citizens at-

- tenced the convention, and the vote would have

been for the ariftocracy of Vefpuci, if another
orator had not intervened. This was Savanarola
the prophet, who declared, that he had a divine
revelation from heaven in favour of a popular
government, and that Jefus Chrift fhould be
chofen king of Florence,* againft his own exprefs
declaration, that his kingdom was not of this
world.—The twenty accoppiatori, who had no
head to keep them united, and necefiarily fell into
a variety of fattions and divifions among them-
felves, perceiving their diffenfions, the other citi-
zens in general, and efpecially all thofe of the
greateft reputation, who at the eleftion of the
twenty had not been chofen of the number, began
to take courage, and raife a cry againft them for
their divifions, and the § weaknefs of their govern-

ment; and Savanarola declared, that God had

conftituted him his ambaffador in Florence, with
full power and exprefs orders to declare his will,
that Chrift thould be king, and that under him
the city fhould be governed only by a fingle af-
fembly or popular council. Themultitudebelieved
him, and in 1495 the twenty were all obliged
to refign, and give place to the greater council
and popular government,i and a new palace was
buile for them, with fuch ardent enthufiafm, that
it feemed to be true, as Savanarola declared, that
the angels had afted as mafons and archireéts, that

* Nerli, p. 65. 4 Nerli, p. 64.
- % 11 configlio magﬁ;ore, e il governo popolare. Nerlfy
p- 66. Che gliangioli in quell’ opera s’eferitaffero inluoge
dec Muratori, et operai, perche piu prefto fufle finita.-
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the work mightbe thefooner finifhed. But this new
government could no better agree than the ac-
coppiatori, and for the fame reafon. The new
great council, as well as the whole city, foon di-
vided into three parties. The greateft and moft
powerful was that which depended upon Fra. Gi-
ralamo, and was called the party of the Fratefchi,
and confifted of thofe who moft defired to live
freely, and nearly of all thofe who were grartified
with the latitude of the popular government.
The fecond party were defirous of having the go-
vernment more reftrained, and in the hands of a
fmaller number of the principal citizens; but
were ftill defirous of liberty, and, as well as the
Fratefchi, were in oppofition to the party of the
Medici. The third party confifted of thofe
‘who withed for the return of the Medici; and
the reftoration of the old government. The
views, motives, and manceuvres of thefe three
fattions are particularly defcribed by Nerli,
and their jealoufies, envies, ambition, and various
fchemes to fupplant each other; in fo natural a
manner, that one would think his hiftory written
cxprefsly to expofe the folly of a government in
one center. ; -

In 1495 the Florentines met with frefh and
dangerous troubles from other quarters, excited
by the potentates of the league, who encouraged
Peter to attempt his reftoration to Florence. Pe-
ter, like all other exiles, ready to embrace every
offer, imagined his own party powerful, and the
new government odious, e¢fpecially to the nobility;
fo that he could nor fail of fuccefs : he made feve-
ral advances, and excited fome exertions among
his friends, but was difappointed of any effetual

aflitance, and at length gives up the enterprife.
K2 In
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In 1497, the pope and Venetians conceived 2
new project for feparating the Florentines from
the French, the unhappy ftate of their city, in
which there were {fuch great divifions among the -
citizens, owing to the form of their government,
giving encouragement to any power that withed to
moleft them : for, fays Guicchiardin, in the firft
inftitution of the popular authority in Florence,
there had not been introduced a mixture of thofe
temperaments, which, together with fecuring, by
fuitable methods, the common liberty, might pre-
vent the republic from being thrown into confu-
fion by the ignorance and licentioufnefs of the
mulritude. Forthis reafon, the citizens of better
rank, meeting with lefs refpect than their condi-
tion feemed to require, and the people on the
other hand jealous of their ambition, multitudes
of mean capacities frequently affifting at impor-
tant ‘debates, and the {upreme magiftracy, to
whom was referred the decifion of the moft diffi-
cult affairs, being changed every two months,
much confufion was occafioned in the government
of the republic. To this muft be added, the great
authority of Savanarcla, whofe followers were
more numerous than thofe of the contrary opi-
nion, and appeared to have much the greater
fhare in the diftribution of places in the magif-
tracy, and of public honours ; by which means the
city becoming manifeftly divided, one party ftiil
clathed with the other in all the public delibera-
tions, as it always happens in divided cities, when
men care not boww much they obfirult the common good,
for the Jake of lawwering the reputation of the adverfe
party. ‘T heie diforders were the more dangerous,
becaufe, befides the long vexations and great
burthens borne by that city, there was that year

[ <am ' a very
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a very great fcarcity : whence it might be pre-
fumed, that the half-ftarved populace were de-
firous of a change. This unhappy difpofition
gave hopes to Peter,” who was befides incited by
fome of the citizens. By fecret affiftance from
the Venetians, and various other ways, he col-
lected together a military force, and made an at-
_tempt, in 1497, upon Florence; but having neither
genius nor refources, he failed. His partifans
commitred a number of mafiacres in fome of the
neighbouring towns: but his plot was difcovered,
and his principal friends in Florence, after full
proof of the order and management of the con-
ipiracy, were convifted and fentenced to death.
The relations of the perfons condemned appealed
to the grand council of the people, by virtue of
a law that was made when the popular govern-
ment was eftablifhed. The other party, appre-
hending that compaffion on the age and nobi-
lity, and number of the relations of the criminals,
might prevail on the affetions of the people,
feveral members of the fupreme magiftracy were,
by prefling importunities, and almoft by force and
menaces, conftrained to confent, that, notwith-
ftanding the interpofition of the appeal, execution
fhould be done the fame night. Of what avail is
law in fuch a government, for the protection of
life, or fecurity of liberty! The moit zealous
fticklers for this were the favourers of Savana-
rela, who was reproached for not difluading his
followers from the violation of a law, which but
a few years before had been propofed by himfelf,
as neceflary for the prefervation of liberty, But a
dominant party, when there are but two, and
no third power to balance them, is never long
bound by any law, morals, or decency,

K3 The
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1498. The next year, 1498, Savanarola himfelf wags
' -’ burnt, not for his encthufiaftic impoftures, but for
t hing againft the corruptions of the court of
ﬁomc, under that hellith monfter of vice ‘and
cfuelty, Alexander the Sixth, which would not have
been remembered here, if politics and party,
rather than piety, had not produced this event,
as well as the affaffination of Francefco Valori, a
nobleman of great influence, for being the chief
patron of Savanarola, and the caufe that the ap-
peal to the popular council had not been admitted.
The paffions of party, their hatred and revenge,
as well as their ambition, under fuch unbalanced
governments, lay hold of any popular prejudice,
and moft frequently of religious zeal, and the
‘affiftance of any means, even the friendfhip of an
Alexander and a Borgia; to aid their gratification.
Bur {cartering the athes of this martyr in the
Armno did nor, fays Nerli, quench the flames of
difcord, nor heal the divifions of the city. The
people remained in the fame diffenfions, every one
guarrelling for bis faction as ufuwal ;* and frefh
difputes and diffenfions arofe ; firft, between Vi-
telli and the count Di. Marciano; fecond, by
reafon of the difference berween the king of France
and the duke of Milan ; and third, on account of
eleftions and the magiftracies. ' ' :
i 500. In 1500 Czfar Borgia,+ having already fub-
~©° jected a great part of Romagna, defirous of ex-
tending his dominions in Tufcany, and having
good intelligence of the difpofition and divifions

_* Nerli, p. 81. Refto il popolo noftro nelle medefime
diffenfioni, e ravagliato dalle fue folite fette, come-fi fuffe

rima.
. ¥ Nerli, p. 88. Muratori, Annals, tom. x. p. z.
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in the city of Florence, attempted to reftore the
Medici, and was diverted from the enterprife by
an embafly and a round fum of money. In
1 502 a rebellion was excited in the city of Arez-
zo, which excited frefh divifions in Florence,
and produced new attempts to reform the go-
vernment; firft, by giving a head to the greater
~ courncil ; and fecond, to conftitute a gontalonier

for life: and Sodorini, who had no children, had
great qualities, was moderately rich, of a family
of great reputation, &c. and had rendered im-

portant fervices to the ftate upon many occafions,

was accordingly eleted. But he had no thoughts
of changing the popular government any further,
and was foon found to have too much moderation
for fome of his friends. Rucellai, and Lorenzo
di Pierfrancefco de Medici, and fome other citi-

zens, broke off from him, would not attend his

feafts, and grew difcontented.
1502, This year died the pope Alexander the
Sixth, and Peter de Medici, who, with fome other

noblemen, following the French camp after their

defeat by the Spaniards at Gaeta, entered on
board a bark which was laden with artillery, and
was drowned at the mouth of the river, by the
bark’s finking under her burthen in a contrary
wind. But thefe events, fo fortunate in appear-
ance for Florence, could not fecure her tranquillity.
The new gonfalonier for life had many parties in
fermentation againft him: thofe who defired a
more popular government, and that his office

fhould only be annual, or for three months ; thofe

of his own party, who thought him not zealous
enough to make the government more ariftocrati-

cal; and thofe who wifthed the reftoration of the

Medici, and a governmentcompletely monarchical.

All thefe various kinds of citizens were daily ob-
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{erving his conduét, criticifing his adgni:;i&:‘a@oﬂ;
exaggerating his errors, and deftroying his repu=
tation and popularity. &

In 1505, Bartolomeo d’Alviano invaded their
country,® with a view to affift the Medici, but
he was routed and put to flight. From fo jgreat
a vitory the citizens hoped for happinefs, quiet,
and repofe; but the effeéts of it were quite the
contrary, and increafed the fecret oppofition and
‘cabals of the difcontented citizens againft the
gonfalgnier. Bentivoglio, ambitious to be made
captain-general, and Giacomini, to increafe his
popularity, united in the defire of adding to the
glory they had acquired in the late viftory the
conquelt of Pifa. The project of this enterprife
occafioned great confufions in .the city. The
wifeft and beft men declared themfelves againit it,
but fuch numbers were bent upon it, that the gon-
falonier, either blinded by the fame paffions arif=
ing from fuccefs, or to countera& his adverfaries,
or confiding too much in Bentivoglio, fell in with
it. Afier tedious difputes, angry accufations,
and mutual reproaches in the city, the enterprife
was refolved in the great council, with loud huzzas
of the common people. A great expence was in-
curred in"ample preparations, but the end was as
unfortunate as the wifer citizeps had predicted ;

* Nerli, p. 95. Muratori, Annals, tom, x. p. 25, 26.--
Erano i cittadini quafi tutti dichiarati a quale delle due parte
piu aderiflero, o a quella del gonfaloniere, o a quella de*
Salviati, di manierach¢ nel fare de parentadi, o nelconcedere
per mezzo de’ magiftrati grazie, o benefizi; o nel favorir
quefto, o quell’ altro cittadino, che de’ magiftrati aveffe bifog-
no, fi fcoprivano le paffioni, e gI” interefli del gonfaloniere, o
de” Salviati, ed in fomma veniva in gara, fe fi dovevano pure
rimutare, o di nuovo eleggere per infino a’ tavolaccini del
palazzo, € in ogni minima cofa fi {coprivano gl’ intercfli delle
fetti. Nerli, Iib. v. p. 99. : 3 '
thye
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the two principal officers loft all the credir of their
former fervices, and Sodoriuni, the gonfalonier, loft
much of his reputation, more of the popular con-
fidence and affetion; and in proportion as thefe
fell, thofe who had oppofed the war rofe in the
public efteem. The enemies of the gonfalonier
increafed, and their oppofition, headed by the Sal-
viati, grew more active and determined, and
weakened the government to fuch a degree, that
it was unable to execute the refolutions, when
taken by fo fmall majorities, or to command the
foldiers ; or to ele& the council, the eight com-
miflaries of war, or ambafladors; or indeed re-
folve upon any thing. The two parties could
agree upon nothing, and all the citizens were io
decidedly declared partifans, either of the gonfa-
lonler, or of the Salviati, that they would not
intermarry, or ever give a vote for any man 1o any
office or public favour, who was not of their fide.

Caufes enough of debare in the grand coun-
cil, and in the city, arofe from day to day. In

1056, an ordinance for regulating the militia in
the country, and enrolling every man from fifteen
to fifty years of age under captains and colours,
for frequent exercife in the military art; the de-
mand of Alfoafina Orfini, the widow of Peter de
Medici, of the reftitution of her dower, confif-
cated with the eftate of her hufband; the mar-
riage of her daughter Clarifia to Philip Strozzi;
the refignation of the archbithop of Florence ;
the appointment of a fuccefior; the warof Pifa :
1In 1508, the creation of commifiaries ; the con-
ceflion of Pifa to the king of France ;—all occa-
fioned fuch ftruggles, as excited at laft a confpi-

racy againft the gonfalonier, in order to affaffinate

him, for the purpofe of introducing the reftora-
tion of the Medici. This plot was difcovr:rgd,
' ; but
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but the guilty perfons had fuch parties in the city,
and the gonfalonier was become fo unpopular,
that the flighreft punifhment only could be in-
flited. As in fuch a ftate of parties every
mealure of government is oppofed, another con-
troverfy arole about the continuance of the truce
with Siena, which was at laft agreed to upon the
conceflion of Monrtepuiciano. Various new dif-
utes were now occafioned by the new council in
Pifa. Finally, the city found that, amidft all the
great tranfactions in khaly, by the divifions among
the citizens, and their continual oppofitions to
each other in every reafonable meafure, they had
not only very il ferved their ally the king, but

given great offence to the pope.
In 1512 was the battle of Ravenna ; and after
a long feries of wars, in which the emperor, the
king of France, the king of Spain, the Swifs, the
pope, the Venetians, and all other ftates in Italy
had been concerned, a congrefs was held at Man-
toua in 1512. Giuliano de Medici, in his own
name, and that of the cardinal, here folicited
an enterprife againft the Florentines. A revolu-
tion he pretended might be eafily effefted in that
ftate, through the divifions of the citizens, many
of whom wifhed for the return of his family. By
private intelligence, which he faid he maintained
with feveral noble and powerful perfonages in the
city, he thought a fudden attack might eafily
fucceed, and the confequence would be, the 1aking
the power of Florence out of the hands of one
who depended on the king of France, and com-
mirting 1t to perfons who, injured and abufed by
him, would acknowledge no alliance but that of
the confederates. Hc was feconded, in the name
of the pope, by Barnardo de Bibiena, afterwards

cardinal, who had Been educated in the family of
3 Medici.
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Medici. An offer was fecretly made to Sodorini,
a lawyer, and brother of the gonfalonier, who
was then ambaffador from Florence, thart if the
Florentines would comply with the demand of 2
fum of money, the emperor and king of Arragon
fhould take them under their proteétion. he
ambaffidor had no authority to conclude any
agreement, and could only make his report to
the republic. It was believed, that if the Flo-
rentines had laid afide their niggardly chaffering
about the “price, they might have diverted the
ftorm; but either through the carclefinefs or
the malignity of men, the caufe of that city was
abandoned, and it was refolved that the Spanith

army, attended by the cardinal and Giuliano de .

Medici, fhould march towards Florence, and that
the cardinal, whomn the pope in this expedition
had declared legate of Tufcany, fhould call to his
affiftance the foldiers of the church, and thofe of

the neighbouri$ towns, whom he thought fit for
h

his purpofe. e viceroy, at the head of the
Spanifh army, was no fooner entered the Florentine
dominions, than he was met by an ambaflador of
the republic, to know what he required of them.
The viceroy demanded, in the name of all the
confederates, that the gonfalonier fhould be de-
prived of his office, and that fuch a form of
government fhould be eftablithed, as would not
give occafion of umbrage to the allied powers,
which could not be effeted without reitoring the
cardinal and Giuliano de Medici to their country.
—The government of Fiorence was in the greateft
confternation, from the divifions among the citi-
zens, and the inclinations of multitudes to a change.
A meflage arrived from the viceroy, that it was
not the intention of the league to make any alte-

ration in the government or liberty of the city,.

but
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but only to remove the gonfalonier from the ma-
giftracy, for.the fecurity of Iraly, and to reftore
the Medici, not as heads of the government, but
as private perfons, to live under fubjection to the
laws and to the magiftracy in all things. Various
were the opinions in the city, according to the
difference of men’sjudgements, paflfions, and fears.
"The gonfalonier, in a long harangue to the great
council,* offered either to refign his envied office,
or defend it at the hazard of his life, as they thould
determine. If the Medici, lays he, have an in-
clination to live as private citizens, in due fub-
jection to the ordinances of the magiftrates and
of your laws, their reftoration would be laudable ;
but ler not any one imagine, that the government
of the Medici will be exercifed in the fame manner
as before their expulfion. The form and founda-
tion of things are changed : educated among us,
they were fam:har as other citizens, and, poﬁ'cﬂ'ed
of vaft eftates in proportion to their h}gh dignity,
they laid the foundation of their greatnefs in the
affeltions of the citizens ; but .now, bred up in
ftrange cuftoms, and having little infight into our
civil affairs, refenting their exile, very indigent,
affronted by fo many families, confcious that the
greater part of the people abhor tyranny, con-
#irained by poverty and fufpicion, they will have
no confideration for any citizen, but will engrofs
the dire&ion of all affairs to themfelves, and

»* Face al popolo una orazione belhﬁima, che aque’ tempi,

e. in quel cafo era molto a propofito, la quale, effendo io
dllora in-quel configlio, udil quando la fece, ed & anco molto
clegantemente {critta da Mefler Franceico Guicciardini nella
fua fteria. Narro in qualla il gonfalomerc tutte le {fua azioni
d,x diecianni; dipoi offerfe se, le facultd, e la propria vita
er beneficio dellacittd, e per mantenere quelliberto governo,
ed alla fine fi rimefle tutto in quel popolo, che I’aveva pofto

W quel grada.
eftablifh
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eftablifh their adminiftration on fear and force, not

love and benevolence. The city will become like
Bologna under the Bentivogli, or like Siena and
Perugia.—It was with wonderful unanimity re-
folved to confent to the return of the Medici as
private citizens, but to refufe the removal of the
gonfalonier at the hazard of their lives and for-
tunes ; and all hands were fet to work to prepare
for war, and the defence of Prato. The vice=
roy laid fiege to Prato, took: it by aflfault, which
was followed by flight, fhrieks, violence, rapine,
blood, and flaughter. This fad difafter produced
a vaft change in the minds of the people at Flo-
rence ;- the gonfalonier repenring of his ecounfel,
terrified, and deprived at once of all efteem and
authority ; others grew audacious: feveral young
noblemen, with one of the family of Albizzi at
their head, who had been in fecret correfpondence
with the Medici, forced the gonfalonier out of
the public palace, and the magifirates were com-
pelled to depofe him.* He fled to  Ragufa:

Ambafladors

* Tal fine ebbe il fupremo magiftrato di Piero Soderini
efercitato da eflo nove anni, e dieci mefi, € fe in tale ammi-
niftrazione, oltre a molte fue buone opere, avefle aggiunro
quel che anche molto pit importava alla cittd, e a lui, Paver
tenutto pid conto, che non fece, di chi veramente l'aveva
condotto in quel grado, giovava forfe piwi affai, che non
fece, alla cittd, a fuoi cittadini, a fe medefimo, ed alla fua
cafa, e farebbefi quel governo popolare forfe anche meglio
mantenuto, come fi mantenne, ne primi otto anni, che fi refie
fenza capo alcuno depoil 1494, che non fece poi in quei dieci,
che lo refle Piero Sodorini. Ef{equel {uo governo di nove anni
edieci mefi fu, ed &ancora tanto lodato, nscque da quel buono
ordine, che fitenne pit nellofplendere, e nelio ftare meglic or-
dinata la citta, che in quelli primi otto anni non f{i fece, e dal

confiderarlo diu da quello, che pareva in apparenza, cheda

quello, che'era in fatti, 'ed in fomma il gonfaloniere ‘nen
feppe mai effer principe ne’ cattivo, né buono, € credette
troppo colla pazienza, godendo, come fi dice, il benefizio del

, = tempo,
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Ambafladors were fent to the viceroy, with wharm,
by means of the cardinal de Medici, they eafily
made an accommeodation. He infifted only on
the reftoration of his family and their adherents,
as private citizens, with power to redeem, within a
certain time, the confifcated eftates, indemnifying
thofe to whom they had been transferred for the
purchafe and tmprovements. The Fiorentines
were obliged to enter into the league, pay the
emperor forty thovifand ducats, the vicerov eighty
thoufand for his army, and twenty thoufand for
himfelf. They made a league befides with the
king of Arragon, under reciprocal obligations of
affifting each other. It is aftonifhing that the
Florentines fhould not yet be able to fee the caufes
of their continual misfortunes, and the necefiity
of different orders, and a balance in their confti-
tution. The citizens now applied themficlves to
reform their government, to preferve their liberty,
and the popular council, their all authority in one
center, their right conftitution of a common-
wealth. To this end they enacted, that the gon-
falonier thould no longer be elefted for life, but
only for a year; that to the council of eighteen,
which was changed every fix months, and by whofe
authority the moft weighty affairs were determin-
ed, fhould be added, for life, all thofe who had
diicharged the great offices of ftate at home or
abroad, thar the cirizens of greareft quality might
always affilt at their debates: at home, fuch as
had been gonfaloniers of juftice, or of the number
of the ten of the balia, a magiftracy of great au-

tempo, fuperare tutte le difficulta che fegli opponevano, ¢
hon bene avverti, come debbona fare i principi 1avi, e i buont
capi, & governatori di republica, che fempre, ¢ ad ogni cofa
Ia pazienza non giova, e che il tempo a lungo andare pud
arrecace cofi male, come bene. Nerli, p. 10g9g 110. :

thority
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thority in that republic; of fuch as had ferved
abroad, all who by ele&ion of the council of
eighty had been fent ambaifladors to princes, or
had been commifiaries-general in war: in all other
points the laws remained without alteration.  Ri-
dolfi, a noble citizen, was ele¢ted gonfalonier for
the firft year ; the people, as ufual in troublefome
times, not paying fo much regard to thofe who
were moft acceptable to them for popular arts, as
to a perfon who by his great authority in the city,
efpecially with the nobility, and by his own extra-
ordinary talents, was beit capable of eftablithing
the tottering commonwealth. But things were
now gone too far, and the enemies of public li-
berty were become too powerful: a fufpeéted
army was in the country, and the moift audacious
youth in the city were defirous of opprefling li-
berty. With them concurred ia thoughts and
deeds, though in words he pretended the contrary,

the cardinal de Medici; for the reftoration of his

family as private citizens could not have been
thought from the beginning a reward worthy of
fo great fatigues and dangers. But now he confi-
dered, that they muft be univerfally detefted by the
people, from a fulpicion that they would be con-
tunually exciting confpiracies againft their liberty,
and from the indignation conceived againft the
family for conduéting the Spanifh army againft
their country, and being the caufe of the barbarous
fackage of Prato. The cardinal was flimulated

too by thofe who had before conipired with him,

and had no honourable ftation in the new com-
monwealth. He therefore obtained the confent
of the viceroy, unexpeétedly entered Florence,
and repaired to the houfes of the Medici with =
number of Italian efficers and foldiers, the magif~-
wrates not daring to forbid their entrance, on ac<
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count of the neighbourhood of the Spanith army.
The next day a great pumber of citizens being

affembled in council in the palace, and Giuliano
de Medici among the reft, the foldiers fuddenly

forced the gate and rufhing up ftairs, took pof-

D
feflion of the palace. The gonfalonier and the
magiftrates were forced to fubmit to the will of a
man, “whofe arms were more powerful than their
unarrned reverence, and at the motion of Giuli-
ano, called, by found of the bell, an affembly of
the people in the fquare of the palace. Here
thofe who met, finding themifelves furrounded by
armed foldiers, and the yourth of the city in arms
for the Medici, confented that fifty citizens, no-
minated with the approbation of the cardinal de
Medici, fhould be invefted with the whole fove-
reign power of the people, which the Florentines
call a balia. The government was reduced to
that form which fubfifted before 1494, a guard
was ftationed at the palace, and the Medici re-
fumed their former grandeur, but governed more

- imperioufly, and with more abfolute authority

1512,

than their father Peter had done. After thismanner
was the liberty of the Florentines opprefled by
arms, being reduced to this condition by the di-
vifions among the citizens. Thiswasin 1§12.—
In 1513, the pope Julius the Second died, and
the cardinals In conclave unanimouily ecledted
Giovanni cardinal. L AT

On the firft of September 1512, the new fig-
nori, without any gonfalonier or fupreme ma-
giftrate, united with Giuliano de Medici, and the
principal citizens of Florence, and efpecially with
thofe who, having been in oppofition to Sogiéfin.x;
or being relations, or declared friends of the Me-
dici, were the moft in_their confidence, to give
ordérs for a new reformation of the city. It was
x : thereupon
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theréapon ordained, by an intrigue of the fignori,
that a cabal of about twenty citizens {fhould deter-
mine among themfelves the mode of reformation
in the ftate; but even in this junto arofe many
contefts, and varicus projefts were propofed.
Theré were among them fome who, without con-
fidering the forcible manner in which the Medici
had réturned, wifhed to re-eftablith the popular
government, and maintain by all means the grand
council, at leaft in part, in its authority, and in
order to give the government a head, would con-

{titute a gonfalonier for one year, or two at moft 3

and defired farther, in order to give a greater per-
fe&tion to the government, to make an addition of
feleét citizens ro the council of eighty, who fhould
be, as a fenate of the belt men, for life, with a cer=-
tain authority and full power, and. with certain
particular orders and prefcribed forms; and of
this opinion were the greater part of thofe citizens
who had beéen in oppofition to Sodorini, not fo
much from attachment to the Medici, as for other
reafons. The Medici, and their moft avowed par-
tifans, and chiefly thofe who in their oppofition to
Sodorini had difcovered themfelves the moft averfe
to the popular {tate, becaufe they did not think they
could obtain pardon from the people, could {carcely
hope to live in freedom, and were {ure to have
no (hare in the government, would, for their greater
fecurity, reftrain the ftate to its ancient form, and
reform it by a convention, not believing that they
could accomplifh it in the ordinary way, as it had
been reftrained in the houfe of Medici before the
year 1494. And after many accommodating ma-
nceuvres of Giuliano de Medici, by his great faci-
ity and kindnefs with thofe who defired a large
government, and to preferve the grand ceuncil,
it was concluded to pafs a law in this cabal; tor

- Nols 11 ‘ ) = ~ the
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~ the reformanon of this government, and it was$

accordingly propofed in the grand council, and
received with great applaufe; for every body was

fo difpirited, and fo terrified with the thoughts of

a convention of the people, which was much
talked of, and greatly defired by thofe who withed

to reftrain the flate into an ariftocracy, that this

new law of reform was highly relifhed, as it leflened
the authority both of the people aﬁd the grand
council. By the new law it was ordained, that
for the future the gonfalonier fhould be created by
the grand council for one year, who fhould be
difqnalified from holding the office for five fub-
fequent vears, and that all his conneétion fhould
be excluded during his year from holding any of
the greater magiftracies, fuch as thofe of the fig-
nori, the fixteen gonfaloniers of the companies of
the people, and the twelve buonhomini: the
chief magiftrate was alfo prohibited fromn holding
any negociation or correfpondence with any other
prince, republic, or lord, in or out of Italy;
from opening any letters addreffed to the fignori
or any other magiftrate, without the prefence of
two thirds of the fignori his companions; or even
any letter addrefled to him =zlone, without the
prefence of two at leaft of the fignori, who, un-
der the pains of perjury, were obliged to fhew
fuch letters to the other fignori, if they found
any thing in fuch letters relative to the ftate or
public affairs.. The ladies too, and families of
the gonfaloniers, were prohibited from inhabiting
the palace, and from fending any letters or mei-
fages to any officer or magiftrate abroad or at
home; and the gonfalonier was affigned for his
whole falary four hundred golden florins a year ;
and as to the mode of eletting the {enate, fur-

plufage, or optimates before mentioned, fuch dif-

pofition
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pofition was made by this new law for the refor-
mation of the government, that for the future, at
all adminiftrazions, deliberations, and eleétions of
magiftrares, ufually made in the council of eighty,
fthould intervene, during their lives, all the then
prefent fignori, and all thofe citizens who at any
time had been gonfaloniers of juftice, all thofe
whe had {at among the ten magiftrates for war,
and all who at any time had been ‘elefted
ambafladors in the council of eighty to any
prince or lord in or out of Iraly ; and to provide
for thefe families or focieties, in which there were
not men of any fuch defcription, it was provided
by the law, that {fuch families might claun as far
as two members, if they had not the number of
two, orif they had not one, with the ordinary
qualificatiens, but no more; and that fuch fup-
plementary additions from the families fhould
not amount to more than fifty in the whole, to
be ele&ted in the council of eighty, with its new
addition, giving of thefe fifty a convenient part
to the leffer arts, according to the order at that
time in the city : and becaufe Giuliano de Medici,
and fome of his declared friends, were incapable,
either by minority of#ige, or by having in their
families two or more who came within the ordi-
nary rules, it was provided by the law (that they
might not be excluded) that by-a refolution of
the fignori alone, eleven more, befides the fifty,
might be eleted, eight of whom might be under
the age prefcribed of forty years. In this manner
was the council of eighty, with its addition, to be
conftituted, and in it, from time totime, were to
¢ created the fignori, the ten magiftrates for war,
and the eight for the guard, ia fuch manner as
thofe magiftrates were wont to be elefted in the
greater council, obferving the order of cleftions
| - L2 | in
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in the quarters of the arts; and all the forms$
which had been obferved in eleéting fuch magif=
trates in the greater council. And to facilitate
ftill further the public -bufinefs, and to take away
ftill more effe€tually, both from the people and the
great council, the opportunity and the power of

- difarranging the public councils by withholding

fupplies of money, admonithed by many pait
examples, the law provided, that fuch provifions
of money, and impofitions of taxes, for the pub-
lic occafions, thould be paffed, in the firlt place, in
the council of eighty, with the addiion, by two
thirds of the black votes or balls, according te
the forms of ballotting, and be concurred in the
greater council by a divifion of one half of the
black votes, and one more. The law was paffed,
and the fame day, in O&ober 1513, and in the
fame council, they proceeded to the election of a
new gonfalonier. At the firft ballot there was no
choice, but at the fecond Giovambatifta di Fuigi
Ridolfi was eleted, and, in the prefence of the
council, took upon him, with the other fignori, the
fupreme magiftracy.®

This plan of reformation, however, had greatly
terrified the partifans and #oft declared friends of
: - the

* In quefto tempoy per ordine de” viacitori, fu fatto men<
zione nel libro publico; chiamato il priorifta, del parlamente
fatto, e; de’ Medici reftituitn alla patria, a piede di quel
priorato, ch’era entrato in ufficio a di primo di Settembre
1512, eflendo gonfaleniere di Giuftizia Giovarnbatifia Ri-
dolphi, nel:.qual priorifta, fi notano tutti 1 figneri prieri, che
alla giornata fi famno, et aggiunto 2 cid come la nobiltd fi
era vindicata, e ridotta in liberta, e riformato; e itabilite
il governo della cittd, fecondo-la volontd de gli ottimati, &
patrizii. La quale diftinzione di nobilta, et ignobilta, con-
feffo io imgenuamente non haver mai faputo fare, ancora che
io fia natp, et allevato nella medefima patria. Ma la lezzi-
eone della prefenti memorie fard cognefcere colle fpefle muta-

‘ - zions
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the Medici, as it appeared to them they thould be-

in great danger, when an accommodation fhould
be made with the league, and the Spanifh army
fhould be marched out of the dominions, of being
again banithed from Florence, to their toral ruin,
that of the new conititution, and the whale houfe
of Medici ; and in this apprehenfion they were well
grounded, for although there was in the newplanan
atrempt at three natural branches, yet the executive
power, and the power of the purfe, were bothlefrin
the hands of the ariftocracy, which would have
inltantly produced a divition both among nobles
and people, and the deftruttion of the houfe of
Medici, aswell asof the feeble popular branch of
the conftitution. Here was the beft poffible op-
portunity for introducing the moft perfe& form,
by giving the executive power to one of the Me-
dici, the power of the purfe ro the people, and
the legiflative power to both, together with the
nobility : but either no man uaderftood the fub-
ject, or too much ambition in the Medici, too
much pride in the nobility, or too many prejudices
in the people, or all three together, prevented
it. The eletion too of Rodolfi, who was thought
to be, as indeed he was, a {pirited man, of a ce-

zioni d* animi, ¢ di penfieri, e delle opere, quale fia fiata -

fempre la diverfitd, e la contrarieta de gli humori d’ nofiri
cittadini, Conciofia cofa che io hebbia veduto i figluoli dif=
cordare da ri proprii, et i fratelli da i medefimi fratelli
nell’ azzioni di quefta floita favala del mondo, fecondo che
chiafcuno ¢ ftato vinto, e traportato dall> empieto de’ proprii
appetiti. ‘Nardi, lib. vi, p. 266.

Je n’ai pas pu comprende, j’amais, ce que c'eft, que la
noblefle ; Qu’eft ce que c’eff, que la noblefle? faid one of
the figd duchefles in Franse. Ah madame, C’eft un droit divin,
faid¥@® gentleman in company. Oui, tout come la royaute,
tout de méme, je vous comprend bien, replied the lady,
who had too much fenie to pique herfelf on hier divinisg, or
to believe a fyllable of the matter.

L3 lebrated

163,

2
(")

e




z 6
¢

Florence.

lebrated houfe, moft illuftrious parentage, and of
great reputation, increafed the terror, efpecially
as Ridolfi, in the deliberations on the new reforma-
tion, had difcovered himfelf much in favour of a
popular life, and baving been ordinarily confpicu~
ous in the fadtion of Fratefca, among whom he
had been incorporated among the firft after Valori,
and having always, in all times, conjunétures, and
circumftances, favoured that party which was al-
ways in oppofition to the houfé of Medici, as is
manifeft to any one who has any knowledge of
thofe times : whercupon many og the moft open
friends of the Medici, and thofe who moft dreaded
a popular government, entered into clofe concert
with the cardinal de Medici, for the purpofe of
correéting the errors which Giuliano his brother,
by his too great facility, had fuffered to flide in..
It was not difficult to difpofe the cardinal to this,
as they found him, fince the late reformation, under
the fame apprehenfions, and in the fame difpofi-
tion with themfelves, neither himfelf, nor Mefler
Giulio, prior of Capua, his coufin, and a natural
fon, who remained of that Giuliano who died in
1478 by the confpiracy of Pazzi, judging it pof-
fible {ecurely to continue in Florence, if the go-
vernment remained in that manner in the hands
of the people, and at the free difcretion of the
citizens : wherefore the cardinal came fometimes
into the city, for he had refided in Prato when the
reformation of the ftate was made in Florence, and
took lodgings in St. Antonio del Vifcovo, x place
near the city, where he was vifited by a mulutude
of the citizens, under various pretences. There,
difcourfing with all concerning the conditgmm of
affairs as they happened, he began with "Brea
addeefls to reprefent to fome, that it was neceflary
to think of fome good method for fecuring the
: : ftate
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ftate and his houfe, dwelling only upon general
obfervations, and not defcending to any particu=
lars with thofe whom he believed to be de-
firous of a popular government, but with his
more confidential friends, and with thofe whom
he knew to be difcontented with the new regulation
of the government; and, finally, he opened himfelf
to a few, fthewing the nece:ﬁity of a convention
and a balia to a {mall number of citizens, in whom
they could confide, who might contract the ftate
to the form in which it ftood before 1494, in the
hands of the family of Medici. After thefe prac-
tices held at St. Antonto, the cardinal comes to
Florence, refolved to call a convention, and con-
trat the ftate : then began thofe citizens, who
may be called the blind, who had been fo oppo-
fed to Sodorini, to fee, when it was too late, and
they had no longer power to provide a remedy,
thar danger now was at hand, which they ha.d not
been able to difcern at a diftance.

On the 16th of September, 1 51 3,the convention
was affembled, the Medici and their friends in
arms having fcized the palace, which had been
left without a guard, becaufe Ridolfi, when he
entered on his office of gonfalonier, either from a
want of jealoufy of the Medici and the viceroy,
who was yet with his army at Prato, or for fome
other reafon, not only had not armed the palace,
as, in order to eftaklifh the new government, it was
neceflary to do, but he had caufed it to be dif-
armed of the few guards which had been {tationed

1513,

there by the magiftrates, after the privation and -

departure of Sodorini ; whezefore it was eafy for
the Medici and their part:faas to feize the palace.
The fignori and the gonfalonier, and many other
citizens, feeingthe palacetaken, and the abfolute
determination of the Medici and their armed fol-

I.. lowers
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lowers to contract the ftate, and that they could
no longer {upport the popular government, agreed
with Giuliano de Medici, who was in council, and
had orders from the cardimal what to do. The
people were accordingly called together in-con-
vention, according to the ancient cuftom of their
parliaments, in the piazza; the fignori moamc—:d
the roftrum, and a balia was created, that is, a
full power was given to fifty-five citizens for a
year, with the faculty of prolanging it beyond
that period according to occurrences, for the con-
venience and fupport of the ftate and the govern-
ment, and with the faculty moreover of afiocia-
ting to themielves in the balia fuch citizens as
thould be thought ufeful to the ftate. The firlk
thing refolved on was to add eleven members to
their number, making m the whole fixty-fix,
whofe names Nerli # has preferved.  The next
thing was to make a treaty with the league, and
to pay well to obtain the confent of the Spanith
army to march out of Prato and the Florentine
dominions. An ambaflador was fent to accom-
pany the viceroy of Spain, and another, the locum
tenens of Maximilian the emperor. A firong
guard was placed in the palace; Ridolfi renounced
bis office of gonfalonier ; all the members of the
tamily of Sodorini were taken up and difperfed
about in different confinements. A plan was ef-
tablifhed for the appointment of all officers, and
the {fum total of power was lodged in Giuliano de
Medici, who, however, was to confult with the
cardinal, with Meffer Giulio, with Lorenzo their
nephcw, the fon who remained of Peter de Loren-
zo de Medici : but when the new diftribution of
offices took place, frefh divifions and diffenfions

#* -Nerly, ‘p. x16; 113, ri8s e p
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arofe, and fecret plots were difcovered, whofe ob-
je& was nothing lefs than the aflaffination of all
the: Medici. ©~ Among the confpirators were
many powerful citizens. The chiefs of the party
were beheaded, and the reft feverely punithed.
At length the pope, Julius the Second; dies, and
the cardinals in conclave,¥ on the feventh day,
unanimoufly eleted Giovanni cardinal de Medici,
who ‘afflumed the name of L.eo the Tenth, aged
thirty-feven.  This ele&ion gave great {atisfation
to all Chriftendom ; all men expefling, from the
recollection of his father’s great merit, and from
the fame of his own liberality, benevolence, cha-
¥ity, and irreproachable morals ({o fays the hifto-
rian, buat his actions difcover an ambition too
powerful for his virtue) that Leo would prove an
excellent pontiff, and, from the example of his
ancettors, a lover of men of genius and lecarn-
ing. His firlt tranfadtion was -his coronation,
which was performed with fo pompous an appear-
ance of his family, and all the prelates and nobles
from all parts, and fo great a concourfe of the
Roman people, that Rome had never {een {o proud
a day fince the inundations of the barbarians :
the ftandard of the church was carried by Alfonzo;
that of the religion of Rhodes by Giulio de Me-
dici, all in armour, and mounted on a noblecourfer,
for he was by nature inclined to arms, though his
deftiny drew him to the church. Such mag-
nificence confirmed the wvulgar in their expec-
tations of happinefs from this pontificate, which
was likely to abound in hiberality and {plendor,
as the expences of that day amounted to an hun-
dred thoufand ducats: but men of better judge-
ments were of opinion, that {o much pomp neither

#* QGuicchiardin, lib. m—\erh 1ib, vi. p. 124.
became
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bécame a pope, nor was {uitable to the tmes,
which required more gravity, fimplicity, and mo-
deration. This exaltation of Giovanni occafioned
great rejoicings in Florence,* for both the friends
and enemies of the family were pleafed, though
for different reafons ; the former from the hope of
benefits and advantages, and the latiter from the
expedtation of fecurity, and the univerfal tranquil-
lity of the city, which they thought would fuc-
ceed. ‘Thereremained, however, a {fecret di{con-
tent in the hearts of the wife, as may well be
imagined, who could forefee at a diftance, thatfo
much grandeur in one family, who for fixty years
had held in their hands the fupreme authority of
the government, might in time be the means of
their return, and enable them to reform the {tate
from a republic to an abfolute principality. Upen
this glorious occafion were liberated from the
tower of Volterra, Valori, Folchi, Nicholas Ma-
chiavel, and all the others who, on account of the
late confpiracy, had been hitherto imprifoned ;. a
confpiracy which, if no farther attempts had been
made, and the two who had been beheaded could
have been reftored to life, would now have been
wholly forgotten., The Sodorini too were all fet
at liberty, becaufe the cardinal of that family had
concurred with his vote in the creation of the
pope. Cardinal Sodorini had been gained overto
this ele€tion by a promife of the libération of his
relations, and thar Lorenza di Piero de Medici
fhould marry his niece, the daughter of his bro-
ther Giovanvetterio ; but this alliance never took
cffect, becaufle that Alfonfina, mother of Lorenzo,
would never confent to it : to compenfate for
which difappointment, the pope propofed that the

* Nerli, p. 124, : TS
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€ardinal’s niece thould be married to Luigi Ridolfi,
his nephew by a fifter, and the cardinal ar firft
{eemed fatisfied with the exchange, but it after-
wards appeared that he took it very ill. A fplen-
did embafly of twelve honourable and noble citi-
zens was now fent to the new pope from the city
of Florence. In all this grandeur of the houfe,
in a few days appeared at Rome Giuliano, Lo-

renzo, and Giulio de Medici, to confult with the

pope concerning feveral of the:r affairs, and the
divifion of their greatnefs among them : it was
finally refolved, that Giuliano fhould remain at
Rome, with the title of gonfalonier, and captain
of the holy fee; and by means of an alhance
which he made with a lady of the blood of Savoy,
aunt of the king of France, he fecured to himfelf
the duchy of Nemours, and thus he voluntarily
gave up all pretenfiens to the government of Flo-
rence. Jl.orenzo contented himfelf with the ftate
of Florence, and foon returned to govern ir, in
the fame manner and form as his father and his
other anceftors had governed. Giulio was pro-
moted to the archbithopric of Florence, vacant
by the death of Cofmo de Pazzi, with the prof-
pect of being made a cardinal at the firft fubfe-
quent creation which the pope thould make. Inthis
manner, in the beginning of the pontificate of L.eo,
did the Medici divide among themfelves the ftate,
and their own power and emoluments. L.orenzo re-
turned to Florence, and confuited with the prin-
cipal citizens about giving orders for reformin

the government in all things, according to the
intentions of the pope, refolved on in Rome, to
the flate it was in before, 1494. They were very
atrentive to haften on the general {crutiny, becaufe
cithe ablence of fo many citizens, who for vari-

ous reafons had gone to Rome, and after the
creation
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creation of the pope were not in hafte to return 3
and when it was finithed, imborfed, and begun:to
be ufed, a council of feventy was made by La-
renzo, for life, in the form and with the authority
as in rhe time of his grandfather mn 1482 ; and
orders were alfo given “to conftitute a council of
an hundred, which from fix months to fix months,
according to the ancient cuftom, thould bedrawn;
and into this council of an hundred, at their
pleafure, might enter all who had been gonfaloniers
of juftice ; and in it were debated and determined
all provifions of money, impofitions of taxes, and
all laws and ordinances of moft importance, which
bhad been previoufly approved in the council of
feventy : and to enlarge their fyftem {till more,
and make it more univerfally fattsfa&ory, they
ordained farther, 1o draw from time to time the
ancient councils of the people, and¥he commans,
which might determine on the petitions of private
perfons, which (hould be firft paffed in the council
of feventv ; and 1n all cafes whtch could occur,
and for th_c: fecurity of the ftate, althongh they
adopted theie ordinary councils, they maintained
always firm the authority of thewr balia, which
was prolonged and maintained conitantly in being
until the revolution in the ftate, which happened
in 1527, The fcrutiny ended; they created th_.c
feventy, and drew the other _cmuxcils, and began

to make another change of the tea for war, for
-the cight of their new plot, to return every thing
40 the flate it was in before 1494 ; and all thefe

ordinances were thus renewed and perfeSted in
December, 1 513, Pandolfo Carbmc}h being then
gonfalonier : and the feventy were eleGked for 2
term only, but with fuch power of confirmation,
that they might be f{aid to be for life. Notwith-

- ftanding all “thefe precautions, and the abfolute
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power of the balia, the divifions ftill continued

among the principal citizens; fome were for ma«

king the government more popular, others more
ariftocratical : and thefe'divifions; which continued
till 1527,%# gave much trouble to the Medici.
The affairs of the Medici and of the ftate be-
ing thus fettled, Giuliano began to think he had
been overfeen, in leaving Florence to his néphew =
and L.orenzo, amidft fuch grandeur in his houfe,
begun to be difcontented at remaining without any
princely title, and at having no other than a civil
rank in Florence ; wherefore he fhapes his courfé
to Rome, and communicates his inténtion to the
ope. , . : _
. He returned in 1515, determined to be made
caprain-general of the Florentines ; and this dig-
nity was folemnly aflumed by him from the hands
of the gonfalonier of juftice, who was at that
time chimenti fernigi, in the prefence- of the fig-
nori, and of all the magiftrates, and a grear part
of the people affembled in the piazza with the
ftaff of command, and the other public enfigns
ufually given to a captain-general, with the greateft
demonftrations of joy and univerfal rejoicings:
In this manner began Lerenzo to depart from the
ancient manners of his family, and to lay afide in
all things that mode of proceeding popularly in
his drefs, converfation, and intercourfe with the
citizens, which had ever been obferved by his
predecefiors. Having affumed his title and mag~
nificence, he went ro Lombardy, to make his
court to the king of France; who was come to
italy to eftablifh his anthority in Milan, which he

* Erano i cittadini appreflo 2’Medici molto divifi, e dettero
quefte divifioni, che fi mainternnero fempre ne’ primi cittadini
del ‘governo, dimolte difficulta a® Medici per infino al 1527«
Nerli; p. 12q. '
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had litely recovered. He became a great favourité
with his majelty, from the great defire he had. of

reeing with the pope; and becaufe Lorenzo, in
all his actions and converfation; difcovered an at-
tachment to the faction of the Guelphs and the
politics of France. Soon: afterwards an accom-
modation was made between the pope and the
king, and the pope fef out on a journey to Bo-
logna, to have an interview with him. Pafling
through Florence, he made his entry into the
city * with great pomp. Between the pope and
the king many things were agreed on, for their
mutual defence, and the maintenance of their
power ; and ILorenzo, becaufe he eagerly wifhed
to increafe his importance, and obtain the title of
duke, folicited the pope, under the aufpices of
France, to undertake an enterprife againft Urbino;
as 1t was thought the king could not fail of {uccefs,
the pope having reftored Parma and Placentia,
two cities which Giulio had added to the ftate of
the church when the French loft the ftate of Mi-
lan. But the project of an enterprife againft Ur-
bino was very difagreeable to Giuliano de Medici,
and he warmly oppofed it as an infamous ingrati-
tude, confidering the civilities and favours the
ﬁm:ly had received in their exile from that duke=
dom. The pope was advifed to recall the Benti-«
vogli to Bologna, and reftore Modena and Reggio
to the duke of Ferrara ; but Giulio de Medici,
fays Guicchiardin, cardinal and legate of Bologna,
whom the pope had fent to be a moderator and
coun{ellor to the unexperienced youth of Lorenzo,
moved at the infamy that would be caft on the
memory of his legatethip if Bologna was given

* Con magnifico apparato, con molta pompa, e con fo-
lemnita grandiffima. Nerli, p. 129. .
up
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up toits old tyrants, and {o great a number of the

nobility, who had openly declared againft them in

favour of the apoftolic fee, f{acrificed to their re-
venge, difluaded it. Giualio, though of illegiti-
mate birth, had been promoted to the cardinalthip
by L.eo, in the firft month of his pontificate, by
means of witnefies, who preferring the favour of

men before the truth, depofed, that his mother.

had obtained of his father Giuliano a promife of
marriage. Giuliana this year came to Florence in
ill health, and refided fometimes in the city,
and fometimes out of it in the neighbouring ci-
ties, not without exciting great jealoufy in L.o-
renzo, and Alfonfina his mother, who in the ab-
fence of her fon governed. The pope was in
great perplexity, and could not determine whether
to undertake the enterprife againft Urbino, fo
much refifted by his brother, and fo ardently de-
fired by his nephew ; and he hefitated the more,
becaufe he difcovered that the king of France had
confented againft his inclination. Giuliano was {o

ill, that he could not, but by his agents and let- |

ters, cenfure the project to the pope, and Lorenzo
by his afiduous f{olicitations held the king well
difpofed to his inclinations, and was continually
about the pope with perfuafions to undertake it.
The interview between the pope and the king at
Bologna being finifhed, the former returned to
¥lorence, apparently refolved to give fatisfattion
to his nephew : yer he proceeded to take meafures
for the enterpri{e, on account of Giuliano, with
fome circumf{pe&ion. Butthe diforder of Giuliano
increafing, he died at Badia de Fiefole, where he
refided for the benefit of better air, in March

1516. A few days after the pope left Florence, 1516.

and returned to Rome.
S I.orenzo
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- Y.orenzo now remained, withoutany contradics
tion, heir in all things of the flate, the fortuney
and the grandeur of the houfe of Medici; and
being now more than ever warm in his defire to
be made duke of Urbino,* he was invefted by the

in confiftory : L.orenzo was purt in command
of an army, compofed of the {oldiers and fubjeéts
of the church and the Florentines; and the
pope deprived+ Francefco Maria of thefe domi-
nions by folemn fentence, and gave the inoveftiture
of the duchy of Urbino, in a confiltory, to
Lorenzo his nephew, all the cardinals fetting
their hands to the bull. .

In the year 1517 certain cardinals formed a
confpiracy againft the pope, and the cardinal So-
dorini was found among the guilty; but upon
confeffion of their error, the pope excufed them
with great humanity ;3 but upon this occafion;
in order to fill up the college, be made a new pro-
motion of cardinals, among whom were his two
nephews of the Salviati and Ridolfi families. At
this time the citizens of the ftate of Florence
were in {ecret very difcontented, becaufe that the
duke L.orenzo, defiring to reduce the govern-

ment to the form of a principality, appeared to

difdain to confult any longer with the magifirates
and his fellow citizens as he ufed to do, and gave
very {eldom audiences, and withmuch impatience;
attended lefs to the bufinefs of the city, and caufed
all public affairs to be managed by Meffer Goro
da Piftoia, his fecretary, who, either following
the inclination of his own nature, or becaufe the
duke had given him fuch orders concerning what
he ought to do, governed in fuch a manner, and
conducted fo with the citizens, thatthere appeared

* Netli, p. 130. # Guicchiardin, lib. ix.
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in him more grandeur, and more of the gualities
of a prince, and he made himfelf more honoured
than any one of the houfe of Medici ever had
done in the fixty years that had pafled between
1434 and 1494 : and the citizens, who had borne
fo much envy againit Galleatto de Medici, found,
in the example of Goro, reafon to acknowledge
and repent of their error; for Galleatto, who had
from the duke Lorenzo the fame authority, and
the fame employment, before Goro,and was befides
of the family of Medici, did the public bufinefs of
the palace, and went in perfon to confer with the
citizens, and was fatisfied with civilly ferving his
patron, and with being more in reality and lefs in
appearance. IL.orenzo now made a journey to
France, having made an alliance with the king.
In 1518 he returned with his lady, and the mar-
riage was celebrated with much pomp, rejoicings,*
and feftivity. Many citizens at this time, having
difcovered the inclination of the duke, and that
he was determined to reduce the ftate to the form
of a principality, would not confent to it. Some
withdrew themfelves from public affairs, defpair-
ing of the commonwealth ; others confined them-
ielves to their houfes, under pretence of ficknefs;
but others, having more courage and better fup-~
port, went to Rome, under the protection of
the pope; and the duke, to make the laft effort
to difpofe the pope to reduce the ftate of Flo-
rence to a principality, went to finith his nup-
tials at Rome, and carried with him Vettofi and
Strozzi, in whom he confided, and with whom he
often confulted ; and after many intrigues with

*® Si fecero le nozze fontuofifiime, con molta pompa, alle-
grezza, e fefta grandifima. Nerli, p. 13z.
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the pope, they returned to Florence, determined to
reform the ftate. But in 1519 he died, abour ten
days after his wife, who, however, had left him a
daughter, who was afterwards queen of France.
Goro, and the citizens in his confidence, had
ordered {ecretly the piazza to be fortified, and the
guards doubled, and had caufed to be affembled
in Florence, from various places of the dominion,
a good number of their friends and confidential
partifans, to aflift, as occafion might happen, in
the prefervation of the public fecurity, and in ob-
ferving the conduct of thofe citizens who had
given any caufe of {ulpicion ; and Antonia di Bet-
tino da Ricofoli was lmborfed gonfalonier. The
cardinal de Medici, who arrived two days before
the death of the duke, being fent by the pope to
give orders, regulated all thmgs to general f{atis-

faction.®* After the funeral of the duke, the car-

dinal entered into intimate confultations with
the principal citizens, and re-eftablithed the
government, according to the form and order
which the pope bad given to duke Lorenzo;
he then remained, by order of the pope, in the
government, to give further fatisfaction to the
citizens, whom he knew to be difgufted with the

proceedings of Goro in the life-time of the duke,

and the great authority he had affumed, perhaps

greater, than the duke bad given him; and re-

duced the bufinefs of the magiftrates, eletions,
cuftoms of office, and the mode of expenditure of
the public money, in fuch manner, that there

appeared a very great and univerfal joy among

the citizens, and there remained to the cardinal

* Nerli, lib. vii. p. 133.
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no other or greater difficulties, than the ufual
divifions among the citizens of the ftate ; fome of
whom contended for enlarging, and others for re-
- ftraining the eleftions of magiftrates : wherefore,
thofe who wifthed the flatre more contrafted, at
the head of whom was Ridolfi, oppofed them-
{elves to Salviati, who, by order of the pope, was
returned to Florence with the cardinal, and he, for
contrary reafons, was oppofed to them ; and be-
caufe the cardinal went on, amufing fometimes
one, and fometimes the other party, and fupport-
ing both, theirdivifions were much more apparent
at this ume, and the heads pf each difcovered
themfelves with lefs diffimulation than they had
done 1n the life-time of the duke: indeed the
diffenfions of the citizens arofe in all important
affairs which the cardinal had to provide for, or
to think of, in his government; whereas in the
other, in the moft important affairs théy followed
that which was ordered daily by the pope with-
out any difficulty. The cardinal feems to have
diverted the factions from any effeftual oppofition
to his government, by playing them one againft
the other, and fomenting their mutual animofi-
ties : for his government was very fuccefsful and
frugal, and money was faved in 1t to pay off the
public debts. Bur the war foon followed, of the
pope LLeo the Tenth, and Charles the Fifth, who
had lately fucceeded Maximilian in the empire,
again{t the French. The cardinal was fent with
his army, as apoftolical legate, and went into
L.ombardy, leaving in his place, in the govern-
ment of Florence, the cardinal di Cortona. The
affairs of the pope and emperor fucceeded proi-
peroufly againft the French, who loft Milan: bur
the pope, on the laft of November, 1521, died,
and finifhed, in the midit of {0 much grandeur,

M 2 the
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the legitimate {ucceffion of the houfe of Medici,
and the male line of the firft Cofmo ; who, by a
public decree, was called the father of his country,
and who, in 1434, had given rife to the greatnefs
of his family.

After the death of the pope, the cardinal {ud-
denly departed from Milan, and returned to Flo-
rence, where he found that the fignori had given
good orders for the confervation of the ftate, and
that Francefco Vettori, who was gonfalonier of
Jjuftice, the cardinal di Cortona, and the prin-
cxpal citizens in the government, had made
every provifion, and taken every precaution which
occurred for the benchit and f{afety of the f{tate;
and he found too, on {o great an occafion, of a
fudden and unexpeted death of the pope, a ready
inchination in all the principal citizens, and an
univerfal defire among the people, to maintain
the ftate in"the hands of the cardinal de Medici ;
aud all this felicity arofe from his good govern-
ment, which, fince the death of the duke L.orenzo,
had been fo univerfally agreeable. Confulting
now with the principal citizens, orders were given
for defence in the war which Renzo da Ceri, by
the favour of the French, had excited in Siena,
with a view to change the government in Flo-
rence.

This war was fomented by the cardinal Sodo-
rini, and occafioned a frefh declaration againft
his family, that they were rebels, and involved
them in greater calamirties than they had fuffered
in 1512. During this war many citizens began
to {peak, without referve, of a more liberal man-
ner of living, and a new reform of the govern-
ment, and reported publicly, that the cardinal, for
want of relations and a legitimate fucceffion in his
fam:ly, would be willing 1n a certain manner to

3 _ difpofe
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difpofe of the authority of the balia, and leave
the government freely in the people, with a cer-
tain authority referved to a fenate for life, to confift
of the beft citizens, and referving to himfelf a
certain authority and balia in fome things during
his life : and when the principal and moft fui-
pected perfons in this war were fecured, although
an army was ftill in Siena, thefe difcourfes con-
tinued and increafed. Many were fo eager, and
fo drawn away by their wills and their love of
novelty, that they began too foon to defcend to
particulars concerning the manner of reforming
the government, which they believed and faid
ought to be undertaken ; and they propofed the
mode of ele¢ting the gonfalonier of juftice, and
fome of them would have him for life, as he had
been when Sodorini was eleéted in 1502, and
others defired he might be eleéted annually, as
Ridolfi wasin 1512. Such was the zeal of many,
deceived by their credulity and the ardent paffions
which tran{ported them, that they began to {peak
more freely of the perfon to be ele&ted, and Acci-
aioli and Vettori were named, and Gondi ; but all
agreed at laft, the better to conciliate the cardinal,
to leave, for the firft time, the eletion wholly to
him. Thefe praftices went fo far, that the citi-
zens began to be publicly named and difcrimi-
nated, who were in favour of the reformation of
the government, and who were againft it. That
party of the citizens who had counfelled the
cardinal to a large and comprehenfive diftributien
of honours, and who had ever taken the protec-
tion of the generality, appeared, upon thefe con-
verfations of a reform, to give fome attention to
it ; and that party which defired to hold 'the pub-

lic offices and honours in fewer families, detefted’

and cenfured thofe who talked of any reformation
M 3 at
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at all; and the generality of the citizens ftood
neutral, expecting, however, with great defire,
that the reform would take place; and one clafs

of young men, and efpecially thofe who had con-

curred in the rife of Rucellai, folicited it, and
difcovered themfelves. 1In this manner was the
whole city divided and confounded ; the greater
part of the citizens agitated, fome with hopes,
and others with fears; and many ventured fo far
as to write various models for fuch a reformation,
even in the prefence of the cardinal : and among
thefe {ufficiently diftinguifhed themfelves Zanobi
Buondelmonti and Nicholas Machiavel ; and
Nerli fays he faw thefe writings, which were
communicated to him by the authors at the time
of thefe inirigues. They were alfo communicated
to the cardinal, who pretended to hold them in
high efteem.* Alexander de Pazzi compofed a
mofit elegant and beautiful oration, in the name
of the people of Florence, in praife of the cardi-
nal, for the reftoration of the commonwealth ;
which Nerli remembers to have heard recited be-
fore a large company at a {fupper, where, having
obtained a copy, he fent it to Rome to the car-
dinal Salviati. Thefe fpeculations proceeded fo
far, and were fo freely difcourfed on, and in fo .
many ways, that it began to appear to the car-
dinal that he had permitted them to run woo far;
and he thought of means to reftrain them, but
found, things had gone fo much beyond his inten-
tions, fome difficulty to refift their courfe. But
fortune prefented him a convenient opportunity,
which was this: There had been formed, at the

* E tutti, fuoi {critti andavano in mano del cardinale, che
mofirava di tenerne conto, e di farne capitale grandiffimo.
Nerli, lib. vii. p. 137.
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time of the rife of Rucellai, a cerrain fchool of
young men of letters, and of elevated genius,
among whom was Cofmo Rucellai, who died very
young, though he had excited great expectations
among the literati. This fociety was much fre-
quented by Nicholas Machiavel ; and Nerli fays,
he was a moft intumate friend of Machiavel, and
had frequent converfations in this club.®* Thefe -
gentlemen not only amufed themf{elves, but made -
a bufinefs and duty of exercifing themfelvesin the
ftudy of hiftory, and in making obfervations and
refle¢tions upon it. - Ar their requeft Machiavel
compofed his difcourfes upon Livy, and his trea-
tife of military matters. Thefe perfons went on,
thinking, by an imitation of the ancients, to effect
fomething that thould be grand and noble, and
render them illuftrious. At length they wrought
themfelves up to the thoughts of a confpiracy
againft the cardinal, and did not well confider
what Machiavel in his difcourfes had written to
them on the fubjet of confpiracies; if they had
well confidered his refletions, they would either
not have engaged in the defign, or, if they had,
would have proceeded in it with greater caution.
The heads of this plot were Zanobi Bucondelmonti
and Luigi Allamanni. Their intention was to
aflaffinate the cardinal de Medici, and thus reduce
the city to a free government, and reftore liberty
to the people, as they enjoyed it before 1512.
And after the death of L.eo the Tenth, they fent
Barifta della Palla, who was in the confpiracy
with them, to cardinal Sodorini, in order to in-
form him of their indignation againft the cardinal,
and to perfuade him, as an exile and an enemy of
the Medici, to make, with Renzo da Ceri and the

# Guicchiardin, lib, ix.
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.f'amlly of the Sodorini, fuch provifions as they

fhould judge proper to conduét their defigns,
and to obtain intelligence of the progrefs of this
war. But the enterprife not f{ucceeding with
fignior Renzo as was expected, the plot was firft
fufpeted, and at length, by degrees, difcovered by
the cardinal; and the principal perfons engaged
in it were obliged to fly, and were declared rebels,
particularly Buondelmonti, Allamaoni, Palla,
Bruccioli ; and cthers were apprchended and bc-
headed ; by which means the cardinal was again
fecured i1n the enjoyment of his government, as
well as his life, and an end was put to all the vain

defigns and 1dle difcourfes of a free government.
In 1522 the cardinal contrived an interview at

ILeghorn, and at Florence, with Adrian the pope;
in confequence of which cardinal Sodorini- was
imprifoned in the caftle at Rome, and prevented
from fomenting furthter defigns againft the Medici,
and the cardinal de Medici became a great favou-
rite with the pope and the emperor. Having ad-
jufted with the pope all his affairs, the cardinal
ave orders, that Hippolito, a natural fon of the
duke Giuliané, and Alexander, a natural fon of
the duke lL.orenzo, thould be committed to the
care of Rofo Ridolfi and Giovanni Corfi, that he
might avail himfelf of them, in time, to maintain
the reputation and authority of the ftate in the
houfe of Medici, in the fucceffion of the firft
Cofmo, who was called the father of his country,
in the beft manner that he could, being deter-
mined to exclude the other branch in the defcen-
dants of his brother Lorenzo. He proceeded,
however, in this deliberation with much caution
and referve, pretending to doubt of the brains as
well as heart of Giovanni de Medici, of whom, in
truth, he was jealous; for inftead of meriting the
: - contempt
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contempt of the cardinal, he had a liberality and

a greatnefs of foul, which enabled him to acquire
the higheft fame in the military art, which he had
purfued from his tender years: in fhort, according
toNerli, who knew him, he was poflfefled of every
virtue and quality of a great prince.

In September 1523, pope Adrian died ; and,
after a long conteft, in which the cardinals were
two months in the conclave, on the 1gth of No-
vember the cardinal de Medici was created pope,
and affumed the name of Clement the Seventh,
and thus united the fovereign authority, which he
held in Florence, to the extenfive power of the
church ; upon which happy ecletion, as it was
called, there were great external figns of joy in
Florence, in the fervor of which an event hap-
pened remarkable enough to be related :—in the
vacancy of the pontificate many wagers had been
laid concerning the new eleftion ; among many
who loft was Peter Orlandini, who being too im-
portunately folicited by the winner to pay, an-
iwered in great warmth, that he would not pay,

1523.

until 1t was determined whether the ele©&ion hadae

been made canonically or not. Thefe words werghe
reported to the magiftrates, and, after the impor-

tance of them had been confidered by the cabal,
Peter was fummoned by the eight of the balia,
and upon his appearance was feized, and beheaded
in a few hours.—Soon after the creation of the
pope, the Sodcerini were reftored to their country,
becaufe, although at firft their cardinal in conclave
had been zealous againft the Medici, his friends,
and particularly the cardinal Colonna, had labour-
ed to reconcile him, and fucceeded fo far, that his
nephews were reftored, and he remained after-
wards in the good graces of his holinefs. Palla
Ruccellai, with nine others, were fent ambafia-

: dors
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‘dors to render the ufual homage to the new pope.

W ith thefe ambafladors the pope intrigued, as he
could no longer govern in Florence, to have one
of the two young patural fons fent to govern the
city. Some among the ambafladors, and other
Florentines then at Rome, were inclined ; others
were timorous in difclofing their opinions ; and
fome of them having notice of the fecret, and of
the will of the pope, and all of them well know-
ing that the pope had determined, in order to
fatisfy him, and conftrained by neceffity rather
than fwayed by any reafon or inclination, requefted
of his holinefs one of the young men to govern
the {tate of Florence. The pope fends Hippo-
lito, the fon of the duke Giuliano, under the
guardianfhip of the cardinal di Cortona, becaufe
he was yet too young for fo great a government ;
and Orttaviano de Medici had the care of the
family affairs, and the controul of the houfe and
family of the Magnificent Hippolito, as he was
called, and as his father had been intitled atr the

 time of their exile, and whren bhe had the title of

uke of Nemours. Orttaviano was alfo to takethe
‘care of Alexander, the {on of the duke L.orenzo.

" 1n this manner were difpofed all things relative to

the ftate of Florence and the houfe of Medici ;
and thus they remained for four years, until 1527,
when a general fcrutiny was made, which was
very extenfive, and therefore made with much

univerfal fatisfaction. -
In 1524 a civil war broke out in Piftoia, be-

‘tween the parties called Panciatiche and Cancel-

liere, and the party Panciatiche prevailing, expelled
and banifhed, as ufual, their adverfaries. and every
thing was there foon fettled. The pope did not
much interfere in the war in L.ombardy, between

Charles and Francis, which followed that memc;-
rable
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rable defeat of the French before Pavia, when the
king was taken prifoner and conduéted to Spain by
the emperor. In this tranquillity of foreign affairs,
the cardinal di Cortona had, however, enough

to do to cement his government, amidit all their

difcontents, and his own ungrateful manner of
treating the citizens ; for the beft friends, as well
as others, did not find in the government of the
pope that which had been promifed, nor thofe
conditions and qualitics of profit and honour
which they reiithed fo much in his mode of pro-
ceeding and government while he was cardinal
nor could the cardinal di Cortona perceive, until
in 1527 it became very manifeft, how much it
imported to the benefit of the ftate, and the houfe
of Medici, that he fhould fludy the charader of
the citizens, and the principles and motives of
their divifions and diffenfions ; efpecially after the
party, the moft decided in favour of the Medici,
and of confequence the moft odious to the gene-
rality, had been uncommonly weakened by the
death of Allemanni, Corbinelli, Serriftori,and{fome

others, the moft warm ia their party, and the moft

Jealous of any oppofition to the prefent govern-
ment. After them too Ridolfi died ; but he,
before his death, by an intermarriage with the
Strozzi, had been fomewhat cooled, and dreaded

lefs than formerly a change. The other party, on-

the contrary, 'were much exalted in their hopgs
and confidence, as they had increafed in reputa-
tion with the Strozzi, Capponi, and Guicchiar-

dini, who, by their great quality and riches, drew -

after them a ftrong band of honourable citizens :
with thefe concurred Vettori, being a relation of
Capponi, and an intimate friend of Philip Strozzi;
and as to the Salviati, although Jacobo was fhut
up in Rome, there remained in Florence the fonsf
o
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of Alamanno, Averardo, and Piero, the coufins of
Capponi and Francefco Guicchiardini, and the
relations of Matteo Strozzi. Having accumulated
fo much favour, fo great abilities, fuch credit,
and fo many intimate conne&tions, this party began
to be as bold as they were active and powertul; and
Niccolo Cappon: went on with the greateft repu-
tation increafing it, difcovered upon all occafions
fuch popular prmcxplcs and feelings, and had
acquired fo much p Fular benevolence, that thofe
who were defirous of innovation, and a more li-
beral government, appeared to have found a fufh-
cient fupport, whenever a proper opportunity
fhould occur of changing the government. Thefe
eanfes, however, produced no effe&t while the
affairs of the war between the grand princes {tood
in fufpenfe, and unaltered, as they did during
the time that the king was prifoner to the empe-
¥or in Spain: but after the king had ranfomed
himfelf, and recovered his liberty and his king-
dom, being more determined than ever in his
perpemal defire of recovering the ftate of Milan,

" and as it appeared to him, although he had left

his fons as hoftages in the hands of the emperor,
that the conditions of the convention for his libe-
ration were too hard to be obferved, not being
able to compofe his mind, being at all hazards
determmed to renew the war, and having found
the princes of Italy in the fame difpofitien, he

reed with the pope and Venetians, and made
with them a league againft the emperor, in which
the pope would have the Florentines named and
comprehended. This league commenced the war
in L.ombardy; and in the army of the church,
and for the pope, in place of a legate, and with
the title of locum tenens of the holy fee, was Fran-

cefco Guxcchzardxm 5 and the comte Guido Ran-
goni,
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goni, then governor of the people of the church,
had the general government of the ecclefiaftical
ffate; and Giovanni de Medici had the com-
mand of the infantry of that part abroad which
was commanded by comte Guido; and there

occurred in this war, between Giovanni and .

Guido, many diffenfions : and with the king, in
his camp, was the marquis de Saluzzo; and forthe
Venetians, the duke of Urbino. This war began
about the year 1526*. The imperial generals;
to divert the pope from the war of Lombardy,
invaded Rome it{elf, took the bourg of St. Peter,
and plundered the palace of the pope himfelf;
who, being befieged in the caftle of St. Angelo,
was conftrained to make a convention to his dif-
advantage, to fend Philip Strozzi to Naples as a
hoftage for the fecurity of the treaty, which,
among other conditions, contained a certain fuf-
penfion of ,arms. But all this fuccefs of the
imperialifts could not move the pope from the
war. The league fent Giovanni de Medici to
the relief of Rome ; but he was killed in a fkir-
mifh, which relieved the pope from his jealoufy,
though it expofed his capital to ruin. After the
death of Giovanni, thofe citizens of Florence who
defired an alteration in the government began
to take courage, and difcover their intentions.
They proceeded to found all the citizens whom
they thought proper, encouraging them to the
enterprife ; and at the fame tme began the
younger nobility to defire the fame with thofe
<itizens who had encouraged and counfelled them,
and to demand of the fignori and the public,
arms, covering their requeft under a colour of
wihing by fuch means to be able to f{erve and

b Nﬂ‘u, ﬁb-_ﬁi.p._z“c f a
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defend their country in fo great and imminent 2
danger as appeared in the approach of a large
hoftile army. "T'hey defired to be armed on no
other account, and for no other end, than merely
for the benefit and defence of the city. Veiled
underf{uch colours, thefe youths were countenanced
by all that party of citizens who defired to en-
large the government, and had taken upon them-
felves the univerfal proteftion of the people. Bur
thele young men entered principally into an inti-
maté connection with Nicholas Capponi, with
whom concurred all the other citizens who defired
to enlarge the government : and therefore, in the
council, inthe magiftracy, and in all things, thefe
youths were the favourites of Capponi, Strozzi,
and L.ouis Guicchiardini, and they took f{uch
courage as to confult with them in fecret. Cardi-
nal di Cortona being, as he commonly was, very
flow in refolving, was ill qualified ro put a ftopto
this fecret intelligence, efpecially as he was ob-
liged to wait for inftruétions from Rome for
every meafure of his condu&. The divifions
among the citizens made him ftill more timid,
which was the reafon that the {pirits of thefe
youths grew bolder every day. The pope fent
Gherardo Corfint to Florence to alter the fortifi-
cations of thecity ; but this meafure was very un-
popular. The news of the death of Giovanni de
Medici threw the city into the utmoft confterna-
tion ; and all thefe circumftances aided the young
men in their defign. ; _

The people univerfally, the citizens, and the
young noblemen, were all become very licentious
in fpeech, very free and bold in exprefling their

" conceits, and became very tumultuous and difor-

derly, in armed parties in the ftreets, in the night,

affronting the guards and ‘difturbing the citizens
: 4 with
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with impunity. At this time the pope fent car-
dinal Cibo and Ridolfi to affift cardinal Cortonaj;
but this had little effeét. |

In 1527 the French army began to turn their
march towards Tufcany, the fufpefted in Flo-
rence began to increafe, and the youth became
more {y{tematical and ardent than ever in their
defire to be armed; which they now demanded
with great confidence, as IL.ouis Guicchiardini
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was appointed gonfalonier. Cortona affembled -

In council many citizens, to confult upon things
of fuch confequence. Nicholas Capponi began to
council with great eloquence, and without re-
ferve, to fay, that in treating of things of this
importance, which concerned the fafety of all, it
was reafonable to hold the confultations in the
palace, among a larger number of the citizens,
that every one might more freely exprefs his fen-
timents. Gherardo Corfini {fpoke in oppofition
to Capponi with {pirit in favour of the ftate :

and while the principal citizens were engaged in

thefe altercations, the two armies were approach-
ing the city. The cardinal and the Magnificent
Hippolito intended to ride out to the heads of
the league, and to Guicchiardini, the pope’s lieu-
tenant, to concert meafures for {fecuring the affairs

of Florence in their prefent critical fitvation. .

There were in the piazza many circles of young
men, who anxioufly waited for difturbances ; and
in the houfe of Peter Salviati was a great rabble
of thofe who, a little time before, had been
concerned in thofe no&turnal tumults which had
been excited; the fervants of the guard of the
lieutenant of police ; and within, with the gonfa-
loniler, where thofe chiefs, who at firft, with more
order and better counfel, had always managed
thofe intrigues which were called the petitic}ns

: or
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for arms ; and already in the palace were Niccolas
Capponi, Mathew Strozzi, and Francis Vettori,
to countenance the youths, and contrive that
whatever might happen might follow in fome
order. But fortune, who had otherwife deter-
mined, caufed to be {fpread an idle and falfe re-
port, that the cardinal and Hippolito were gone,
and bad abandoned the ftate, as not knowing how
to maintain it any longer; and as thefe reports
prevailed, there fuddenly arofe in the piazza a
confufed rumour, and they bawled out the name
of Liberty! the People! and the palace on a
fudden was filled with citizens, youths, arms,
and confufion ; and many began, as if they had
already conquered, to lay hands on the fignori; |
and thofe citizens were threatened who did not
fay and do as this diforderly multitude defired.
The more prudent fort of perfons, elder and
younger, endeavoured to preferve fome order ,and
propofed various judicious plans ; but the uproar
was too great, and violence had got poffeffion.
The detail of the errors and diforders is too long
to be recited ; but nothing would content them
fhort of a declaration that the Medici were rebels,
and the fignori were compelled to this meafure.
Even Niccolas Capponi, and his colleagues, who
were prefent amid{t fuch diforders in the palace,
repented of the fallacy they had practifed that
day, and perceived that ftates, which attempt to
change the foundations of their government by
means of popular tumults, though they may
fometimes eafily effe&k the alteration, will al-
ways find 1t difficult either to ftop or to re-
gulate the movements of the people, of which
amportant truth the hiftory of Florence is full of
fatal examples. The cardinal and Hippolito re-
ceiving intelligence of the tumults in Florence,

; ' ' returned




Guicchiardin and Nerli.

returned with Francis Guicchiardin, and fome
other refpeétable charaicrs, and a military
force ; made an accommodation with the rioters,
and reftored the government of the Medici ; made
a new imborfation of the fignori, and imborfed as
gonfalonier, in 1327, Francefcantonio Nori, and
changed fome of the fignori for perfons lefs fuf~
pected, and took every prudent meafure to fecure
the peace of the city. But fuch was the danger,
that many abfented themfelves from the city
through fear, not bclieving that the pope would
pardon their behaviour. The city was in great
confufion, fufpicion, and diflatisfaltion: at this
time the army turned towards Rome, which on
the 6th of May 1527 was facked by the French
in their turn, and the pope was again fthut up a
prifoner in the caftle. Philip Strozzi flew to Flo-
rence with the news of the ruin of the pope,
and began to promote a changein the government;
and his lady, Clarifia,* the daughter of Peter de
Medici, fifter of the duke Lorenzo, very gravely
and boldly faid to the cardinal Cortona and Hip-
polito, that they ought to fly from Florence, and
leave the city and republic free to the citizens.

- * See her fpeech at length in Segni, p. 8. Bifognava
prima, che in tali termini fi faffino condotte le cofe, gover-
narfi co” cittadini di maniera, che ne’ pericoli, e nelle ftret-
tezze voiltre vi fi aveflono a mantenere amici, € in fede, ficcome
ne’ pafiati tempi fi governarono gli antichi miei, che colla
gentilezza, e colla benevolenza pii che coll’ afprezza, e col
timore, fi mantenevano fedeli gli animi de’ cittadini Fioren-
tini, e poi in molti loro avverfi tempi gli ritrovarono coftanti;
ma voi, che coll” ufanze del viver voftro avete, ancéraa chi
nol fapefle, fcoperto i voftri natali, e fatto chiaro a tuto ’L
mondo, che noan fiete del fangue de Medici (2 non pure di voi
intendo, ma ancéra di Clemente indegnamiente papa, e deg-
namente prigione) che vi maravigliate voi, fe fete oggi in
quefti travagli, ne’ quali avete tutta qucfia citta contraria
alla voftra grandezza 2

Veou. 11, N ~ Upeon
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Upon this return of Strozzi, and in this ruin of
the pope, Niccolas Capponi, Mathew Strozzi,
and Francis Vertori, and all that party of citizens
who had been humbled by the diforders of the
26th of April, and the other party, who were in
the confidence and league of the Medici, feeing
the pope ruined and a prifoner, and no hope of
afitance, gave way to fortune; fome through
fear, and others from hopes that were held out
to them by thofé citizens who defired a change in
the ftate, and the ruin of the Medici. Cardinal
Cortona, finding himfelf in fuch affli¢tion, and
without any aﬂignmeat of money, becaufe Philip
Strozzi, who was at that time depofitory of the
fignori, fent out of Florence Francefco del Nero,
his deputy, with all the money which had been
colleCted, a movement which was the moft arcful
check in the whole game, made a certain capitu-
lation between the city and the Medici, and went
out of Florence with cardinal Cibo and the Mag-
nificent Hippolito, on the 17th of May, 1527,
without being banithed, and having the fignori
ftill in their favour, who {tood firm to the govern-
ment and the houfe of Medici to the latt. After
their deparcure the capiculation was not obferved,
and cardinal Ridolfi, who remained in Florence,
was conflrained to depart; and in a fhort time a
popular government was introduced, fo large and
licentious, that Philip Strozzi, and "all thote citi-
zens who had fuch an inclination to the change,

and who were the heads and chiefs of the plan of
refioring the ftate to the people, were foon treated
in fuch 2n injurious manner, and in fo many ways
infulred, that thofe who incline to weep over the
follics and vices of their fellow men, will have
incitements enough for their tears in reading the

flory. The hiftory of Segni, which was intended
7 to

-

v
. P
o & ff""-:. 4




Guicchiardin and Nerli.

to record the tranfations of the republic or po-
pular ftate from 1527 to 1530, begins with the
eighth book of Nerli, and contaias a circumftan-
tial relation of every particular ; and this fame
Segni has written the life of his uncle Niccolo
Capponi. Varchi too begins his hiftory about
the fame time: fo that this pcrzod i1s well defcrib-
ed by a variety of hiftorians.

After the refolution taken by the cardinal di
Cortona, and the principal citizens in the govern-
ment, to refign the authority of the balia, and to
leave the ftate, by agreement, liberally in the hands
of the people, the balta affembled on the 16th of
May, 1527, and the provifion, by which liberty
was reftored to the people, and the government
wholly conferred upon them, by. the total annihi-
lation of the balia, was received with great joy.
But that, in- fo great a revolution, they might
proceed without {candal, and that they might or-
dain a government, ﬁ'ec, pacific, and quiet, as,
perhaps, thofe citizenshad flattered themficlves they
might do who were the principal authors of the
changc, and had been fo zealous for itr, although
very different effets followed, as it generally hap-
pens to thofe who place themfelves at the head of
the people, and are the inftruments of changing a
government ; they began by giving order and form
to the government, thart is, by £akmcr the power

into their own hands, inftead of giving it up to-

the people : they gave authority to the fignori, the
colleges, and the “council of feventy, and to the
members of the balia, to make, as well as they
could, a depuration of thirty citizens for each
quarter, giving a convenient fhare to the minor
arts, according to the clafies at that time in the
city ; and they ordered that fuch deputation fhould
be made by ballor, among the fignori, council,

% magiftrates,
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iftrates, and the thirty for the §uarters, who,
thus ballotted for by the greateft popular favour,
or, in other words, who had the moft black votes,
fhould be underftood to be cletted; to which
number of one hundred and twenty citizens, to-
her with the faid magiftrates and counfellors,
ould be given full authority to elect all officers,
meaning fuch as had been ufually made by the
council of an hundred, until the 20oth of June.
All other officers were to be drawn from the ordi-
purfes till the fame 20th of June; after
which day it was determined that the council of the
people, called the greater® council, fhould com-
mence its authority : this greater council was de-
termined to have the fame authority, modes,
orders, and forms, which it had before 1312, but
with certain limitations and corrections. The
new council 6f fignori collegi were to be 120, the
fupernumeraries {eventy, and the balia of twenty,
to whom were given authority concerning the
mode of .making the new gonfalonier, and the
council of eighty was revived in the fame form as
before 1512 : then, in the abundance of their
gratitude to the Medici, for permitting the po-
pular government to be revived, they paffed an
indemnity to them and all their agents, and forgave
Hippolito, Alexander, and the duchefs, daugh-
ter of Lorenzo, late duke of Urbino. At laft the
old balia was annulled ; but the new government
had fcarcely affembled, before frefh diffenfions
arofe ;+ fome would not obferve at all the laws
made as now related, efpecially relative to the

* Configlio maggiore. -

+ Dope quefti ordini cofi dat®, cominciarono molti citta-
dinia dividerfi in molti modi, e fi fcoperfero molte varie fette,
et molte varie fcditioni. Nerli, lib. viii. p. 355.

4 greater
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greater council ; but many, without waiting for the
term prefcribed, would begin by affembling this
council, and aéting in it: and fome were even for
beginning tumultuoufly, and without waiting for
any limications or correftions, and without re-
garding this law in any degree. Many others
were for removing before the time the fignori
by force, though, by the law, they were to con-
tinue the month of June ; and becaufe the pro-
vifion or law made by the balia for reftoring
peaceably the ftate to the people was not ob-
ferved, as indeed it was not, and becaufe the
conceffion and promife made by the Medici was
not ftrictly regarded, it was given out that they
were returning with force to recover the ftate
which they had wvoluntarily quitted, and which
was not taken from them by force, as many had
vainly endeavoured a fewdays before ; and many
falfe rumours were created, ?ropagattd , and exag-
gerated, to terrify and confound the contending
parties. Thele at laft divided themfelves into
two principal factions ; the Strozzi, Sodorini, &c.
were the heads of one, and Niccolo Capponi of
the other. They had a long ftruggle ro make the
gonfalonier refign, and get pofieflion of .the pa-
lace. The greater council was brought into being
and altion before the time, and many other alte-
rations were made about the choice of magiitrates;
but a tumult in the palace, with all the perfua-
fions of Capponi, was at laft {ufficient to prevail
upon the gonfalonier to refign. A new gonfalo-
nier is now to be chofen, and new regulations are
contrived for the elef&tion, and, among a multi-

tude of candidates, Niccolo Capponi is chofen.
Niccolo Capponi had great qualities ; but thefe
alone were not the caufe of his elevation; it was
indeed the fecret influence of the Medici intereft
; N 3 which
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which decided the ele&ion in his favour. This

was a very memorable example of eleftioneering,
and refembles in fo many of its outlines all other
eleftions in general, that it enters into the eflence
of every government in one center, and is very
interefting to every free citizen to confider it at-
tentively. Sixty ele@ors were drawn out of the
purfe of the grand council, each of whom was
to nominate 2 citizen of ﬁf'ty years of age; and
among thefe fixty were to be ballotted for, in
the greatcr council, fix candidates for the office of
gonfalonier. The fix who upon this occafion

~had the moft votes, were Carducci, Sodorini,

A. Strozzi, Nero, Bartolini, and Niccolo Cappo-
ni. Each of thefe candidates had his diftin¢t prin-
ciples, fyftem, and party. For Carducci were all
that part of the citizens who moft dreaded and
hated the Medici,'wh@twithed for a licentious
government, by means of which they could be
revenged, by beating down every citizen who,
under the government of the Medici, had any
reputation, influence, or power. In Strozzicon-
curred a part of the fame citizens, for the fame
reafons, but their ardor for him was cooled by
the recolleion of the part he had formerly aéted
againft Savanarola in 1498. In Seodorini concur-
red all thofe citizens who loved a government
both free and quiet, fuch as that which prevailed
from 1502 to 1512, when Pcter Sodorini was
gonfalonier for life. The party of Medici were
united to a man againft him; with all other parties
he was upon tolerable terms : and this is not only
natural, but it is univerfally found in experience,
that the monarchical party is moft averic, in fuch
conjunétures, to the ariftocratical, and generally
coalefces with the democratical, as thefe did upon
this occafion in the choice of Capponi. The

: partifans
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partifans of Nero and Bartolini were thofe only
who hated all men whe had ever held any place
in government, and wifhed for fuch as were en-
tirely new. Amidft fo many competitors, and
fuch a variety of parties and views, Cappont was
clected, though he had held offices of high wuft
and confidence under the Medici. He had in the
whole courfe of his hife, public and private, been
a wife, liberal, and irreproachable citizen; the
reputation of his father and his anceftors had
carly rendered him illuftrious: he had as much
refolurion as he had ambition, and had maintained
the charaéter of an honeft man with all; thatof 2
free republican with the popular party, and that
of a man of honour and fidelity with the Medict
themfelyes, who unanimoufly fell in with his
views in the eleftion; Naturam expellas furca,
licet ufque recurret. The dominant party will,
in general, in this manner prevail, though their
leaders are in banifhment, and even though ex-
cluded by law. Capponi had married a daughter
of Philip Strozzi, and this union of their fami-
lies, and even the diverfity of their charaters,*®
had contributed to increafe the influence of the
former. After the eleftion of the gonfalonier,

¥ L’integrita della vita, la temperanza, la feverita, la
parfimonia in allevar la famiglia ferono refplendere Niccolo
fopra d’ogni” altro per dignita, e per un vivo efempio di vir-
tu: quandeo in Filippo un modo di vivere {iciolto, Pinconti-
nenza, la piacevolezza, la grazia, la deftrezza nel trattenere
gli uomini, la liberalta. la licenza, la conceflione di fe fteflo
fatta ora alla virtd, ora al vizio, ebbe forza di farlo amar
fempre dalla gioventu, riverire dalla nobiltd, e accarezzare
dal popolo, di tal maniera, che iebbene viveva in privaia
fortuna, era nondimeno come un principe. Varchi, hib. jii.
P- 63. Segni Storie, lib. i. p. 12. Vita di Niccole Cap-

PODI, P- Za .
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they “proceeded to the choice of the fignori for
three months. Thus the party of Capponi car-
ried their point, and accomplifhed all this weigh-
ty bufinefs by the firft of June, againft the regu-
lation that the old fignori fhould continue
through the month.—One of the firft fteps taken
under the new government, was an appomtment,
by a plurality of votes in the greater council, of
five citizens, under the title of fyndics  of the
commons, to examine the accounts of all thofe
who had handled the public money, or other pro-
perty, from the year 15§12. This was an inven-
tion of revenge and jealoufy, to deftroy all the
friends and inftruments of the Medici : and many
other fchemes of perfecution againft the party of
Medici were contrived without the fmalleft dif-
cretion, and in fpite of all the endeavours of
Capponi and Philip Strozzi to prevent them.
Among other {chemes of perfecution, the moft
tyrannical imaginable, which this dominant party,
now triumphant, praétifed againft the minor par-
ty, was, at a time when a fum of money (30,000 -
crowns) was wantced by the public, they made a
law, that twenty citizens fhould be elefted, who
fhould be compelled to lend the public fifteen
thoufand crowns each. Such is the fenfe of liberty,
and the facred regard te property, in a govern-
ment inone center ! This popular tyranny was
carried to an excefs fo intolerable, that Philip
Strozzi, the very father of the revolution, was
obliged to fly to Naples, though his brother-in-=
law was gonfalonier; but returning fome time
after with Buondelmonit, they were both impri-
foned for four years in the tower of Volterra,
for making oppolfition to the new iniquitous taxes,
and the adminiftration of the fyndics. ' Acciaiolt

© 100,
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too, who was then returned from his embafly in
France, was imprifoned for béing in arrear for
part of a fubfidy, which they had impofed upon
him, not only without equity, but beyond his
ability. The gonfalonier could make no refiftance
to this popular fury, which had now got the afcen-
dant; theé great council, and their three months
men the fignori, govcrned without controul ; and
becaufe they could not glut their vengeance upon
the perfons of the Medici, they took the images
in wax ofthe popes Leo the Tenth, and Clement
the Seventh, and fcourged and de{h'oycd themj;
and the magtf’crates themfelves  were fuppofed to
have excited the youths who were guilty of this
outrage, fo indecent in a catholic city : at leaft no
meafures were taken to fupprefs or to punith the
rioters.  An order was given by the magiftrates,
the eight of the balia, that the arms and enfigns
of the Medici fhould be taken down in every
place in the city and country, public and private,
even in the private houfes of the family, even
from rthe monuments over their tombs. ' All this
was done, and many other invafions of their
private property committed, in direét contempt
of the capitulation made with cardinal Cortona

and the Magnificent Hippolito, when they re-~

figned the authority of their balia, and voluntarily
left the ftate to the people. It is aftonifhing that
the people themfelves fhould not have recollcéted,
that this courage had come into their hearts only
from the prefent calamity of the pope, which
might f6on be at an end, and themfelves made to
feel the confequences of their prefent folly : but
in fuch a tumult of popular pafiions there is never
any refle€tion, prudence, or forefight. All thefe
things happened in the firft months of the new
A o while the i was in the powcrthof
' c
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the imperialifts; a prifoner in the caftle of St. An-
gelo. The plague was now in Florence, and it
was difficult to aflemble the councils, efpecially
the greater council; a law was therefore made,
that for the creation of officers, and the expedi-
tion of private petitions, the pumber of the
greater council necefiary to be prefent thould be
on]y four hundred; but for the creation of the
fignort, the colk:ges the ten of war, and the
eight of the balia, the number of eight hundred
mufl be full, as well as at the pafling of new laws,
and the impofition of new taxes.

In December, the pope accommodated his af-
fairs with - the emperor, obtained his liberty,
and retired to Orvieto for his greater fecurity.
This event increaled the number of opponents
to the prefent government in Florence, and
brought again into reputation thofe who had en-
joyed it under the Medici. Two fations now
broke out in the city. The rivals of Capponi
began to raife their heads; and endeavoured to
render unpopular not only the friends of the
Medici, but Capponi, and all'thofe who had en-
deavoured to unite all parties for the general
tranqm]hw. Carduca} A. Strozzi, and Sodonm,
now formed a triumvirate, at the hcad of one fac-
tion, againft Capponi and his adherents ; and the
young men and more active partifans of each
fide armed themfelves, both under the pretence
of defending the palace. This guard, thus com-
pofed of two parues, could not be united, and
gave much trouble to the gonfalonier. “The pope
at this time made Hippolito a cardinal. A {fati-
rical libel was compoied, printed at Siena, and
{cattered all over Florence, 1n which a pl&ure was
drawn of {fuch a gonfalomer as would be fuxtabie

to the prefent conjun&ure; but it was in all
things
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things oppolfite to the chara&er of Capponi, and
very much refembled Carducci. Thisdevice ex-
cited much licentious converfation in the city
againft Capponi, and many proje&ts of a new
cronfa.lomer at the approaching ecletion. Thefe
canvaﬂings drove Capponi to a curious expedient
to obtain his election. He had always maintained
a good charatier with the friends of Savanarola
the prophet, and in this time of the plague all
men were fermuﬂy inclined, and the fuperititious
began again to be frantic. Niccolo mok an op-
portunity, in the greater council, to make an ora-
tion upon the tumes, In whlch by the aid of a2
retentive memory, he repeated, almoft word by
word, one of the moft terrible fermons of Sava-
narola, which predifted fo many fcourges to Iraly
and to Florence, and, afrer fo much defirucétion,
fuch felicity to the Florentine people; and endea-
voured to fhew, that the times thus predicted
were arrived. 1n the courie of his harangu= he
wrought himfelf up to a fervour of enthufiafm,
fell upon his -kaces before the whole afiembly,
and cried with a loeud voice to God Almighty
for mercy. His enchufiafin fpread like a conta-
gion, and the whole affembly tell upon their knees
after his example, and cried out with a voice like

thunder, ¢ Miferacordia!” as they had been ufed -

fometimes to do when attending {fome of the moft
dreadful of Savanarola’s leftures; and to com-
plete his artifice, or his frenfy, he perfuaded the
people, in commemoration of the tribulations,
«.haihfements, and judgements of God, and the
better to fecure the felicity promxfcd by Savana-
rola, that they ought to elect, for the pecular
King of the people of Florence, Jefus the Re-
deemer ; and, as Savanarola had faid in fome of
his fermons; that they ought to bear the enfigns

of
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of Chrift, and the glorious name of Jefus, over
the gates of the palace. The propofitioniwas
made in council, as foon as the gonfalonier had
finifhed his oration, that Chrift fhould be their
king, becaufe, according to St. Paul, God had
conftituted him heir of all things; and Nerli,
who fays he was prefent among fo many hundreds
of citizens, declares, that there were not more
than twenty * white ‘beans, or vetes, againft the
propofition, when it was determined by ballot.
Capponi, by this proceeding, made fuch an im-
preflion upon all orders, and gained fo many par-
tifans, that, notwithftanding all the combinations
of the families of his comperitors, he carried his
ele&tion in June 1528, '

In 1528 began to be difcovered, for they were
no longer capable of diffimulation, the pope’s
profound proje&ts,t hitherto concealed with great
art. An ardent defire of reftoring to his family
their grandeur in Florence was deeply rankling
n his mind ; yet, by an hypocrify, too natural

~ to that as well as every other kind of ambition,

he endeavoured, by public declarations in the
moft unequivocal terms, to perfuade the Floren-
tines that nothing was further from his thoughts ;
that he only defired the republic to acknowledge
him as pontiff, as all other princes and fovereigns
had done, and that they would not perfecute

* Ultimamente fece paflare una provifione, nel configho
grande, fopra di tutte I’ altre notabiliffimea in quefto genere di
ietd, per la quale fu eletto Gefu Chrifto fignor noftro per re
geiia cifta noftra, con tutti i fuffrage di quei popolo, eccetto
che di 26, che tal decreto non approvarono. Era ’l titolo di
guefta legge fcritto fopra la porta del palazzo de fignori, In

lettere d’oro, che dichevano G. H. S. X. P. S. Rex populi

Flor. S. P. Q. F. Confenfn declaratus annon, menie dic.

Varchi, p. 122. Segni Vita di Capponi, p. 19.

+ Guicchiardini, lib. Xix. Nerly, Iib, viii. p. 172,
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in their private affairs his connetions, nor take
away the enfigns and ornaments which belonged
to his family. With a commiffion to this pur-
pofe he had fent a Florentine prelate as his am-
baflador o Florence; but as he had not obtained
an audience, he folicited, through the medium of
the king of France, that they would fend an
embafly to him, earneftly endeavouring to remove
all cheir fufpicions, and by all appearances of can-
dour, franknefs, and familiarity in his dealings
with them, to difpofe them to fall in with his in-
lidious defigns. As all thelc devices proved un-
fuccefsful, he exerted himielf to perfuade L.au-
trech, that as thofe who governed in Siena were
dependents on the emperor, it would be ufeful to
his affairs to reftore Fabio Petrucci to that city ;
but Lautrech, from the oppofition of the Flo-
rentines, would not engage in it.  Failing in this
way, he laboured ‘in fecret with Pirro, who com-
plained of grievances againft the Sienele, that with
eight hundred men, and fome exiles from Chiufi,
he thould feize upon that territory, and endeavour
by that means to govern Siena: but the Floren-
tines infinuating to the French ambaffador, the
vifcount de Turenne, that the pope aimed at
nothing but difturbing Florence by the means of
Siena, the ambafiador perfuaded him to give up
the movement to Chiuli. | ‘

Capponi, the gonfalenier, held at this time *
with the pope a correfpondence, by means of
Jacobo Salvati, by which the pope intended in
time, and with patience, to overcome all difficul-
ties, and obtain the reftoration of his family ; but
the gonfalonier intended only to amufe the pops,

® Nerl, p. 172, 173.
and
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and prevent him from undertaking any enterprife
againft the city with force. Thus both parties
‘xopcd to gain the advantage of time. Capponi
gave hopes to the pope, that the city might be
difpofed to agree with *him, as they had been
ufed to do with other pontiffs, prov:ded his holi-
nefs would content himfelf to leave in it the quiet
enjoyment of its liberty. This correfpondence,
though condufted with fecrecy to avoid fufpicion,
was commumcated however, to feveral of the
firft citizens in the government. Jacobo Ala-
manni, though he knew the correfpondence was
condulted with the privity of the government and
for the good of the ftate, was excited by the

competitors of the gonfalonier to feize with vio-
Yence Serragli, who had been fent by Salviari upon
the bufinefs, and a great clamour was excited
againft the gonfalonier: frefth libels were pub-
Efhed, and old ones reprinted; the young men
were again excited tumultuoufly to demand arms,
enfigns, and officers, to be eleted by themfelves ;
and the triumvirate prevailed fo faras to have a
new ordinance for the militia, by which an imbor-
fation thould be made of the young foldiers, and
from time to time a number drawn, to keep the
guard of the palace. This was no better than
makmo the government prifoners to the oppofi-
trion. Alamanni at length proceeded to {fuch
violence, tumult, and outraoe againft the gon-
falonier, that the fignori, who, by the greater
council were authorized to defend the palace,
were obliged, in order to fupprefs this armed
fedition, to order him ro be feized : he attempred
to fly, but was made prifoner, condemned, and
beheaded. This punithment excited freh cla-

mours againft the gonfalonier, efpecially among
thc
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the young- foldiers, who now reproached their
own leaders, the triumvirate, for having concurred
in the fentence, although they had ftimulated
under-hand the offence. Perhaps, to remove Car-
ducci and Strozzi out of the way of giving
further difturbance to the government, the firft
was appointed ambaflador to France, and the
fecond to Venice. Both declined the employment;

but as the laws would net permit any citizen to

renounce an embafly withour alledging juft impe-
diments, to be approved by the fignor: and col-
leges, they applied to be excufed; but their
reafons were not admitted, and they fell under
the punithment of admeonition and other heavy
penalties. Their arguments before the fignon
and colleges only ferved to divide ftill more and
diftraét the public councils. Carducci at laft
went to France much againft his will, but Strozzi1
was condemned and admontthed ; and this again
alienated many friends from the gonfalonier, and
weakened ftill further his party. Butmany grew
weary of the endlefs confufions and anxieties arif-
ing from this government in one center, and that
center the nation. T hofe who'had been in repu-
tation i1n the time of the Medici began to recover
credit, and the faftion of the trivmvirate loft
ground. The young men too were divided, fomse
warmly attached to the gonfalonier, and others as
zealous againft him, efpecially thofe who refented
the punifhment of Alamanni. The gonfalonier,
trufting to a good conicience and upright inten-
tions, proceeded®¥h his negociations with the pope,
with the participation of his principal colleagues
in government ; and this he thought the more
neceflary, fince the ruin of the French army near
Naples made him fufpe& that the pope would

' ‘ reconcile
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reconcile himfelf with the emperor; and indeed.
the pope at this time,* under a countenance of
exquifite diffimulation, had all his thoughts taken
up with the recovery of the governmentof Flo-
rence, flill amufing the French ambafladors and

the other confederates with various negociations,

and fpecious hopes of his adhering to the league.

Neverthelefs, moved partly by the dread of the
grandeur of the emperor, and the fuccefs of his

enterprifes, and partly by the hopes of inducing

him more eafily than he could the king of France
to affift him in the reftoration of his family to
Florence, he had a fironger inclination to the

emperor than to the king: to facilitate this de-

fign, he moreover moft earneftly defired to draw
to his devation the {tate of Perugia; to which end

he was believed .to ha'-¢ fhimulated Braccio Bag-

hione, who conftantly artempited new difturbances

in that neighbourhooad. Y |

In this conjuncture a freth altercation happen-

ed in Florence, to the great misfortune of  the
government,} againft Capponi, at the end of the

iccond year of his magtftracy, excited principally

by the envy of {fome of the principal citizens, who

availed themfelves of the jealoufies and ignorance

of the multitude. T he gonfalonier in all tis ad-

miniftration, as well as in this correfpondence, had

two principal points in view; to defend againit

frefh attacks of envy or refentment thofe who
had been placed in honour by the Medici, and

even to communicate to them,®n common with
the other citizens, the honours and councils of the

public ; and in things of no moment to liberty,
not to exafperate the {pirit of the pope. Thele

* Quicchiardini, lib. xix. p. 170, edit. Venet. 1574~
Nerli, p. 179. >

4+ Guicchardini, lib, xix, Nerli, p. 179. 2
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points were both of great utility to the republic,
becaufe imnany of thofe who had been perfecuted as
enemies of the government, finding themfelves in
fafety, would have joined heartily wich the others
to defend it; and becaufe the pontiff, though he
eagerly defired the return of his family, would, if
no frefh provocations were given him, have lefs
incitements to precipitation, and lefs grounds for
thofe complaints he was continually making to
other princes. But to this policy was oppofed

the ambition of many, who knowing that they

fhould be farther from a fhare in the government,
or have lefs influence in it, if the friends of the
Medici, men undoubtedly of more experience and
merit, were in it, minded no other bufinefs than
that of filling the multitude with fufpicions of the
pope and his party; calumniating the gonfalonier,
that he might not obtain the prolongation of his
magiftracy for the third year, as not having a f{uf-
ficient hatred againft the Medici. Capponi, un-
moved at thefe {landers, and thinking it very ne=
ceflary that the pope fhould not be provoked, en-
tertained him with letters and private mefiages,
as before related ; a praétice which was begun
and continued with the knowledge and approba-
tion of the principal citizens in adminiftration,
and with no other end than to divert the pope

from raking fome violent meafures. As fortune

would have it, having dropped by accident and

in‘cautiouﬂy in the council chamber a letter from -

Rome, in which were fome words capable of ex-

citing, fufpicion in fuch as were uninformed of

the original and foundation of the correfpon-
dence, 1t fell into the hands of Jaccbo Gher-
ardi, one of thofe who had feats in the fu-
preme council, and were moft bitter again{t the
gonfalonier ; certain {editious young men rofe in
arms and feized the palace, retaining the gonfalo-
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nier in cuftody, and calling together the magif-
trates and a multtude of citizens, tumultuoufly
deliberated and refolved that he fhoili be de-
prived of his office ;* which decifion was confirm-
ed by the larger council. Capponi was rendered
incapable ; and it was ordained that the gonfalo-
nier fthould be for the future but for one year, and
that his falary fhould be reduced one-half. The
oppofition of the triumvirate had fo turned the
brains of the people by their intrigues, that a great
change was made in the government, and Fran-
cifco Carducci, a man proved by his paft life, by
his condition and his depraved views, to be unwor-
thy of fo great an honour, was chofen in his place.
Capponi was brought to his trial, and defended
himf{elf with fuch eloquence and ability, and thew-
ed fo clearly that his conduét, inftead of being cri-
minal, had been di¢tated by the principal perfons
in government, and mnierely for the public good,
that he was acquitted with honour, and accom-
panied home to his palace by almoft all the no-
bility. Upon the privation of Capponi, the pope
no longer entertaining any hopes but from force,
fent the archbifhop of Capua 1n great hafte to the
emperor, and, as Capponi had forefeen, agrees to
almoft any terms that were demanded of him, in
confideration of having his family reftored to Flo-
rence, and a natural daughter of the emperor
given in marriage to his nephew Alexander de
Medici, the fon of Lorenzo, late duke of Urbino,
whom the pope intended to inveft with the fecular
grandeur of his houfe, becaufe that fome time be-

{ore, when he was fick and in danger of death, he

had made Hippolito, the fon of Giuliano, a cardi-
nal. The emperor ftipulated to give twenty thou-

* Guicchiardin, lib. xix, Nezli, p. 180.
. ~ fand
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fand ducats a year with his daughter, and to rein-

ftate the pope in the pofleffion of Cervia, Raven-
na, Modena, Raggio, and Rubiera. And thus, by-

their continual fa&ions and divifions, the citizens
of Florence found they had difgufted both the
king of France and the emperor: and thus it
ufually happens when fmall republics and petty
princes intermeddle in the wars of great monarchs;
the one in alliance thinks himfelf 1ll ferved, while
the other who is in enmity is moft grievoull
offended, and vows revenge.* ;
The particulars of the negociations at Cam-
bray; the contraditory reprefentations of their
two ambafiadors, Carducci and Cavalcanti, who
were of different parties; the propofirions of an
accommodation with the emperor, made by the
prince Doria through Louis Allamanni, and the
rejetion of them by the influence of Franciio
Carducci, the new gonfalonier, and thofe citizens
who Wwere molt jealous of the Medici and their
party, are too tedious to relate, though they were
rejeted, and confequently the republic ruined, by
the confufed method of trearing of. foreign affairs
in a numerous and mixed affembly, according to
the new conftitution. The emperor now arrives
in perfon from Spain, and all the ftates of lcaly
fent ambaffadors to pay him their refpeéls, except
Florence. The triumvirate, with their new gon=
faloniér, were afraid that either fome of the old
friends of the Medici, or fome of the -friends of
Capponi, who was at the head of the middle or
neutral party, as it was called, would be fent, and
by this means come again into reputation; to pre-
vent which they not only rifked the emperor’s re-
{fentment, but deprived themfelves of the means of”

* Nerli, p. 184.
O 2 ) obtajning
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obraining intelligence of any intrigue that might
be begun betwecen the pope and him. They fet
on foot, however, in order, as it was pretended, to
unite the citizens, a {ubfcription and an oath, to
maintain the prefent popular government : but
although the fubfcription was publicly opened in
a book in the greater council, many refpeétable ci-
tizens would not fubfcribe, as they knew it to be
impofiible to unite the citizens cordially in fuch
a plan. The animofities of party grew warmer,
and Pazzi, a friend of Capponi, of a very refpect-
able character, was accufed of uttering feditious
words. The profecution occafioned great heat;
Pazzi was tried and acquitted, and Rinieri would
have been imprifoned for his falfe accufation, if the
gonfalonier and his party had not f{creened him
from juitice. In this manner did the gonfalonier,
to increafe his authority, and to make himfelf
feared, feek every opportunity, and employ every
means, to deprefs his adverfaries; and if he had
fucceeded againft Pazzi, he intended to have
purfued others with ftill greater animofity.

About the middle of Auguft, the emperor ar-
rives in Genoa, and all the reft of Italy fending
him ambafiadors, a frefh effort was made in Flo-
rence ; and, as it could not now be prevented, the

nfalonier conceived another advice to defeat it.

e prevailed to have the powers and infiructions
fo confined, efpecially againft agreeing with the
pope, that they could obtain no other anfwer from
the emperor than, < Firft accommodate your af-
fairs with his holinefs.” But this was not all the
evil : in fuch governments nothing can be done,
with any degree of fatisfation to the public, but
by gratifying every party ; if one clamorous fac-
tion is left to excite a cry, all is confufion. Upon
this occafion four ambaffaders had been appoi::;—

: »
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ed, Strozzi, Capponi, Sodorini, and Girolami,
who could no more agree among themfelves
than with the emperor or the pope. They could
never agree in writing their difpatches. Sodirini
and Gn'olami to maintain their city in the French
intereft, and in its obftinacy not to agree with the
pope in any manner, would not concur with Stroz-
zi and Capponi in writing, clearly and plainly what
the -emperor had faid to them. In September,
the united armies of the pope and thé emperor
refolved on taking poffeffion of Perugia, and the
pope gave notice to Malatefta Baglioni to depart
from that city. Malarefta demands of Floreace
men and money to defend 1t.. In order to give
the molit pointed offence to the pope, and to
make their defiance the more confpicuous, they
affected to extend 1t not only to his perfon but to
the pontifical fee. ‘They refolved in Florence to

fend three thoufand men to the aid of Malatcﬂ'a, :

to prevent the church from recovering one of its
principal territories ; but with all this afiiftance,
Malatefta was driven out of Perugia, and marched
to Florence, in confequence of an order from the
gonfalonier, without the knowledge of the figno-
ri, or council of ten, and againft their judgements,
as well as the general fenfe of the citizens, who
almoft unanimoufly defired an accommodation
with the pope. A clamour now arofe againft the
gonfalonier and his friends, which obliged them
to call to council many citizens of the other par-
ties, whom they had long neglefted, who carried
a refolution to {fend other ambaflfadors to the pope
with .more ample powers of accommeodation. But
the gonfalonier had f{ubtilty enough to defeat
this refolution, although it had been taken with
very general fatlsfa&:on, by delaying the commif-
fion ; and proceeded to take meafures for the de-
&3 : fence
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fence of the city againft the confederated army.
Many of the prinaipal citizens, alarmed at thefe
delays, harangued freely in council in favour of
an accommodation 3 but thefe were infulted in the
ftreet by the youth of the gonfalonier’s party, for

their freedom of fpeech in council. This occa= -

fioned a public complaint, and fo much general
indignation, that the gonfalonier was obliged to
give way, and difpatch the ambafiadors with full
powers : but he had ftiil the art to delay the de-
liberations in council upon the terms of accom-
meodation. The ambafladors met with fome dif-
ficulty to find the pope, and could not agree
among themfelves. Sodorini goes to Lucca;
Strozzi to Venice ; Capponi refolves to return to
Florence, and labour openly and decidedly to per-
fuade his fellow-citizens into an accommodation,
and Girolami returns to oppofe him.* Capponi
1s taken fick, and dies at Carfagnana; Girolam,
therefore, had a larger field opened to his + ambi-
ion to be gonfalonicr, to which end he accom-

modated his difcourfe varioufly to different par-
. aes

#* Segni, Vita di Niccolo Capponi, p. 42: ‘

+ Intra le cagione, atte a rovinare la repubblica, una, ¢
non la manco fono i cittadini, che favoriti, e fattifi capi del
popolo, mentreche ora per ritenere quella grandezza, e ora
per racquiftarla, cercano di fare ogni cofa, che piace alla mol-
titudine, ne s’avveggono, che diftruggono quella liberta: e
quefto ¢ confermato, conmoltiefempidell’anticherepubbliche
della Grecia, e piu modernamente con quelli della Romana
dove fi vede, a chiconfidera quelle ftorie con buono guidi-
z10, i cittadini pepolari, effere ftati piucagione della fua ro-
vina, che quegli, che favorivano 1’autorita del fenato. Sien-
nidi cio teftimonio in prima i Gracchi, di poi Mario, e
Cefare ultimamente, i quali febbene con onefte cagioni di
follevare il popolo graffo, cercarono di compiacergli, ebbono
nondimanco fotto queflo pretefto nedefimo nafcofto il veleno,
che eftinte appoco quella republica. Non & dubbio, chs,
leggendo quefta ftoria, fi potra conchiudere quefto medeﬁmbof

che
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ties of the citizens : from thofe whom he

to be defirous of peace, he difguifed his fenti«
ments, and concealed his late condu&t; to the
neutral party he propofed, that the city fhould
ftand upon its defence, and make the beft prepa-
rations for it, but be ready to receive, or even to
propofe, any reafonable terms of accommodation
on the firft favourable opportunity ; but with the
faction of the gonfalonier, knowing their refolu-
tion to be fixed to fee the city perifth rather than
yield to any accommeodation, he opened himfelf in
private without referve, and declared himfelf de-
voted to their fyftem. It 1s the general opinion
of hiftorians, as well as of Segni, ¢ that the di-
‘ vifions of the citizens into parties under the
¢ triumvirate, and afterwards of thofe perfons of
‘¢ middle rank, who, by means of their difcords,
‘¢ came after them into power, as Carducci, Caf-
¢¢ tiglione, and others, were the true caufe of the
< lofs of their liberties ; for thefe perfons, though
<< few in number, among a pecople jealous of their
<< liberties, and full of parties and various hu-
‘¢ mours, found it eafy to agitate their fellow-
‘¢ citizens in fo violent a manner, as to make
‘¢ them refolve upon f{uftaining a fiege, and rto
‘ render the defence glorious. And although it
‘ is not denied that the pope gave a provocation
¢¢ to this, and would have tried every method to
¢« recover Florence, yet the difficulties were {fo
‘¢ great, that it is not doubted he would have
¢ been contented with reafonable conditions, ra-

“ ther than venture on fo atrocious and fo impi~

“ ousa war.’

che i capi del popolo, Sodorini, Strozzi, Carducci, mentreche
opponendofi a Niccolo Capponi, per farfi piu grandi, € venire
1n piu grazia,indebeolirana afai quel govermo. Segni, Storie,

Iib, iv. p- 102,
O s -We
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We pafs over all the marches of armies, and
intrigues of negociation between the king of
France, the emperor, the pope, the Venetians,
&c. which occured before the fifth of Oétober,
1529, when the prince of Orange advanced be-
fore Florence, and laid fiege to the city, which
was now well fortified, and contained a ftrong
garrifon. Valori was fent by the pope as his
commifiary to the army, apd with him went a
Jarge number of Florentine exiles (of whom there
was always a multitude fcattered and wandering
about all Italy, and waiting for the-motion of
troubled waters) who now joined the united army
of the pope and emperor. As thefe had relations
and connections in the city, an alarm was excited ;
and, to intimidate every one from the thoughts of
an accommodartion, the fignort refolved that five-
and-twenty citizens fhould be declared fufpeéted
of difaffeflion to the popular government, and
confined in 4he palace under a firong guard: and,
to complete their plan of terror againft any one
who might {peak of an accommodation, they cut
off the head of Carlo Cocchi, for faying that ic
would be better to reftore the Mediel than to ha-
zard the war, and for talking of a parliament.
There is not in the whole hiftory a faét more cu-
rious than this, as it lets us into the true charac-
ter of this governtment. [t was always called the
popular government, but it was really an ari~.
tacracy ; and the members of it dreaded an affem-
bly or convention of the people,* which they

| B el called

* E per darepid fpavento, ¢ per mettere piu terrore, a

chi pur ancora volefle ragionare d’accordo, prefero certa oc-

cafione contro a Carlo Cocchi fopra una querela, par la quale
era Carlo accufato, ch” egli aveile detto, quando fi ragionava
jargemente, € molto liberamenten2!{& niverfale dell accordo,

che
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called a parliament, as much as they did the Me-
dici ¢ and {oon after, the fame fentence and execu-
tion was paffed upon Fra. Rigogolo, for daring to
fpeak of an accommodation.* And by thefe arts
and means did this ariftocratical tyrant, the gon-
falonier, {pread fuch a terror among the citizens,
that no man dared to oppofe his will ; and he ob-
tained and exercifed more power than the magif-
trates, the cabal (pratiche), the ordinary council,
or the laws; and he ufed it accordingly in the
meoft arbitrary manner, in raifing money by vari-
ous illegal meafures, by difcarding magiftrates and
diffolving councils at his-pleafure, and in doing all
other things that an unbridled defpot could do.
It would be tedicus, and it is unneceflary to relate
all the particulars of his arbitrary condué& ; of the
aflaults and fallies, in one of which the prince of
Orange was killed : the hopes, fears, deliberations,
diftrefifes, and famine of a fiege, which does infi-

nite difhonour to this pope, who had no right to

fubjet the city; and of a defence which was
made by the obftinacy of an ariftocratical junto
for purpofes of ambition, equally reprehenfible,
though coloured with a pretence of a popular go-
vernment, but which was by no means conducted
by the fpirit of liberty, or upon any principle of
a free people: on the contrary, it was conduéted,

che fulle piutofto da woler rimettere i Medici, che afpettare Ia
Zuerra, e conteneva la querela, che Carlo in un cerro modo
avefle in quel {uo parlare mefcolato anche il nome tanto odi-
ofo al governo popolare del parlamente. Nerli, lib. ix.
P- 199.

* Onde meflono tale {fpavento, e tanto terrore nell’ uni-
verfale percagione, de cittadini foftenuti e per quelle efecu-
tioni, che s’erano fatte, chi piu non era rimafo in Firenze chi
pure ardifle non {olo parlare dell” accordo, o della g
ma non era anche chi aveffe in animo a contraorfi a quelly
della {etta del gonfaleniere in cofa alcuna. Nerli, p. 199-
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from firft to laft, without regard to any law or
conftiturion, and againft the fenfe of a great ma-

jority of the people. ‘The defence was fuftained

from O&ober to Auguft, on the ninth day of
which month, 1530, four ambafladors were de-
puted to treat with Don Fernando da Gonzaga,
who, fince the death of Orange, had the chief
command of the army, and the next day a con-
vention was concluded. The principal articles
were, that the city fhould pay eight thoufand du-
cats for removing the army ; that the pope and
the city fhould give authority to the emperor te
declare, within three months, what fhould be the
form of government, * falva nondimeno la liber-
ta,”’* with a refervation of liberty; that a pardon
fhould be underftood, for every one, of all injuries
done to the pope, his friends, and fervants; and
that Malatefta thould remain with two thoufand
foot, for the guard of the city, until the emperor’s
declaration fhould arrive. It is made a queftion,
whether the general who commanded in Florence
was or was not a traitor to his caufe. Varchi is
very fanguine in the affirmative, and produces
lecters in evidence ; but the citizens and garrifon
were reduced to fuch extremities for provifions,
that they could not have held out three days
longer. The pope, on his part, was not very
anxious to fulfil his treaty. W hile the money was

* In primis, che Ia forma del governo abbia da ordinarfi,
e ftabilirfi dalla Maefta Cefarea infra quattro mefi proffimi
avvenire,intendendefi fempre confervatala liberta. Nerli, Lib. xi.
% 144.—Intendendofi iempre, che fia confervata la liberta.

archi; lib. xi. p. 429.—Che la citta rimaneflfe libera nel
modo che’ ell’ era, rimettendo folamenti ¥ Medici, e tutti gh
altri cittadini, fatte ribelle, da quel governo. Segni, p.
325. Nardi, lib. ix. p. 382. Muratori, Annal. tom. X. p.
2:3. anno. 1530. Laugier, Hiit. de Venife, ib. xxxv. tom.
ix. p. 385. Guicchiardini, lib. xix. .
Pt getting
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getting ready to pay off the army, Valori, the
apoftolic commiffary, in concert with Malatefta,
having called together the people in the piazza,

accordmg to the ancient cuftom of the city, to
make a parhament, the magiftrates and others

conmiving at it through fear, mfhtuted a new go-
vernment contrary to the treaty, giving authority
by this parliament to twelve citizens, who adhered
to the Medici, to ordain, in their own manner,
the conftitution of the city, who reduced it to that
form which prevailed before the year 1527. The
army received their money; the Italian officers
defrauded their foldiers, whom they difmified to
feek their fortunes without their pay; the Spa-
niards and Germans marched into Siena, to new-
model the government of that city: and Malatefta
returned to Perugia without any further declara-
tion from the emperor, and left the city of Flo-
rence at the arbitrary difpofition of the pontiff.
Now began the punifhments of the citizens; for
thofe in whofe hands the government was lcft,
partly for the fecurity of the ftate, and partly by
the hatred conceived againft the authors of fo
great calamities, and the refentment of private
injuries, but prmmpally becaufe fuch was the in-
tention of the pope, brought the principal citi-
zens concerned in the late government to a trial,
and they were fentenced to death and executed :
others were confined, without much regret, fym-
pathy, or pity, from any party: for the frlends
Capponi, and all the real friends of liberty,
rcgardcd them as the caufes of preventing an ac-
commodation, and the ruin of their country, while
the Medici confidered them as their bittereft ene-
mies. The pope fends the archbifhop of Capua
to take care of the government, who, by the
pope’s orders, and to give more general {atisfac-

tion
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tion to the citizens, caufes the balia to be in>
creafed in number to one hundred and thirty-fix,
makes a general {crutiny for offices, regulates com-
mcree, makes a new imborfation of the fix ma-
giftrates, renews the purfes, and difpofes all other
things according to his inclinations : but a quar-
rel arifes between the cardinal Hippolito de Me-
dici and the duke Alexander, and a contention for
'the fovereignty of Florence; but the pope and
the emperor determine it in favour of Alex-
ander.

In 25371 the ordinance of the emperor arrived,
and is formally accepted.  Many of the beft citi-
zens, fome of whom had always been friends of
the Medici, with great relu¢tance gave up the
idea of a free government ; they ftill folicited
the pope againit reducing the republic to an ab-
folute principality, but they could not agree
among themielves : fome were for a dukedom, li-
mitted only by councils: others for reftoring the
ftate rto the form it was formerly in under the
Medici = and others for 2 more rational diftribu-
tion of power. But the pope was determined, if
he could, to make his family and friends fecure.

In 1 532 the pope’sintentions were made known,
and twelve citizens were appointed to reform the
ftate ; the fignort and the gonfalonier were abo-
lithed : a council of two hundred was created, and
a fenate of forty-eight. The fenate of forty-eight
was to have the whole legiflative and executive
power, and the council of two hundred were
merely to confider private petitions, and fuch
things as fhould be ‘referred to them by the fe-
nate. Four perfons, members of the fenate, were
to be high counfellors of the duke, and Alexander

and his hen‘s were made dukes, and heads of the
flate,
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ftate. Guicchiardin’s account is,* that the pope
interpreted the article in the treaty, which had fti-
pulated pardon, not according to the fenfe, but

the letter, not to comprehend crimes commmitted
againft the ftate, but only injuries to the

and his friends. Six of the principal delinquents

were adjudged by the magiftrates to be beheaded,
others to be imprifoned, and a great number ba-

nithed. By thefc ocecdmgs thcczty was weak-

ened, and tho{c who had been cencerned in the
late troublcs reduced to great neceflities, and the
power of the Medici became more free, more ab-
folute, and almoft monarchical in Florence, which
remained exhaufted of money by fo long and
grievous a war, deprived within and wichout of
many of its inhabitants, its houfes and property
deflroyed abroad, and more than ever divided
within itfelf; and this property was rendered yet
more diftrefling, by the neceflity of pracuring, for
feveral years, provifions from foreign countries,
fince there had been ne harvefts nor feeds fown.
The emperor, .in declaring the form of govern-
ment, negle&ing the falvo of liberty, pronounced,

according to the very inftrutions the pope had
fent him, that the city fhould be governed by the
iame magiftrates as in the times when the Medici
ruled it, and that Alexander, who was the pope’s
nephew, and his own fom-in-law, fhould be the
head of the government, and be fucceeded by the

children, defcendants, and neareft relations of thr: :

fame family. He reftored to the city all the pri-
vileges granted by himfelf or his predecefiors,
but on condition to be forfeited whenever the
citizens fhould make any attempt againft the
grandeur of the family of Medici; mferung,

* Guaicchiardini, lib. xx.

threughout
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throughout the decree, words which fhewed it
to be founded not only in the power conceded to

him by the people and the parties, but alfo on

the imperial dignity and authority. The fpirit of
families, and the ambition peculiar to it, is, when
‘ence thoroughly enkindled, a raging flame, extin-
guifhable only by death ; every new gratification

of it is only a freth addition of fuel to the burn~

mngs. The paffion of Hercules, Caefar, and Ma-
homet, had now full poflfeflion of Clement the
Seventh ; and the domination fo perfidioufly ac-
quired over that noble city, where his anceftors
had laid the foundation of their power in a popu-
larity among the bafeft dregs of a mob, was not

fufficient fatiate it. = The pontiff had fixed in

his heart an ardent appetite for an alliance with
France; his ambition and thirft for this kind of
glory, which, inftead of being a virtue, is a de-
teftable vice, ftimulated him the more, that being
only of a private family, he had obrained for one
matural fon a natural daughter of fo powerful an
emperor, he now hoped to procure for his legiti-
mnate niece a legitimate fon of a king of France;
and he was not difcouraged from this pretenfion
by the jealoufy that the king of France might

forny claims for his fon and daughter-in-law on

the ftate of Florence. By various negociations
he at length aceomplithed an interview with the
king of France at Marfeilles. The pontiff ex-
erted his ufual diffimulation to perfuade all the
world, that he went to this interview chiefly to
finith the peace, to treat of an interprize againft
the infidels, to reduce Henry the Eighth, king of
England, to his duty: in fhort, with a fingle
view to the public good. But he could not con-
ceal his real motive, when he fent his niece on

_boa; d the galliés which the king ‘of France had

ordered,
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ordered, with the duke of Albany, her uncle, to
Nizza. - Thefe gallies, after having conduéted the
lady to Nizza, returned to Pifa, and on the fourth
of O&ober, 1532, toock the pope, with many of
his cardinals, and landed them in a few days at
Marfeilles. He made his entry in form: the
king did the fame. They lodged in the fame
palace, and made mutual demonftrations of un-
common affeftion. The king, defirous of gain-
ing the pope’s heart, requefted him to fend for
his niece to Marfeillss, which the pope, though
he pretended to treat firft of public affairs, moft
cordially defired.* As foon as Carharine de Me-
dici arrived, the marriage was celebrated with
Henry, the fon of the king of France, and con-
fummarted immediately, to the infinite joy of the
pope, who, negociating with the king in perfon,
completely gained his confidence and affeftion.
‘The pope returned from  Marfeilles, and foon
after, in 1§34, he died. Alexander had taken
effeCtual meafures to difarm all the citizensof Flo-
rence, friends as well as enemies, and thought
himielf now fecure. Philip Strozzi, however, was
highly difgufted and provoked, both with the
duke and pope, becaufe he had not been able
to procure one of his fons to be made a cardinal, as
his lady Clarifia had often promifed him ; and be-
caufe two of his fons had been taken up, with
fome other young gentlemen, in the licence of a
maiquerade, and committed to prifon by the lieu-
tenant of the police; and becaule of fome quarrel
arifen becween Peter his eldeft fon, and Salviati, a
favourite of Alexander: in this difguft he went
with his fons, as foon as he could obrain their
liberty, to France. Afier the death of the pope,

¥ Nerli, p. 270,
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antmofities increafed between the duke Alexander
and the cardinal Hippolito, and Philip Strozzi
goes from France to Rome ; and as great divi-
fions arofe in Florence,on account of the difference
between the duke and the cardinal, and their ne-

ociations withthe emperor, as had exifted under
%m former government. Hippolito, on ajourney
to meet the emperor, though in high health and
ftrength, 1s taken wiolently ill on the road, and
dies, not without ftrong {ufpicions of poxfan.
T he death of the cardinal relieves the duke from
all apprehenfions of his intrigues; but Philip
Strozzi, and the exiles from Florence, began to
think of. negociating with the emperor, and went
to Naples to meet him. Alexander too goes to
WNaples : and there arofe great difputes before the
emperor about the form of government; Strozzi
and the exiles endeavouring to obtain a reftora-
tion of that kind of freedom which had been en-
joyed formerly under the Medici. But Alexander
marries the duchefs Margarite, the emperor’s
daughter, and returns to Florence, leaving Stwrozzi
and the exiles difappointed.* I.orenzo di Pier-
franco de Medici had accompanied Alexander to
this interview with the emperor at Naples, and
there had entered into intimate friendfhip with
Peter Strozzit and the other Florentine exiles,
and conceived that defign of aflaflinating his friend
and patron, which he afterwards executed with fo
many circumftances of cool deliberation, infidious
malice, and execrable villanye He was a young
nobleman, in greater favour with the duke than
any other. To him, after their return from Na-

* Nerli, p. 286. Segni, lib. vii. p. 199. Adriani, Hifl.
di fuoi Tempi, p- 9. -

+F Varchi, p. 547.
: ples
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ples to Florence, were communicated all the duke’s
private amours, as well as all the moft important
councils of the ftate ; and the more effeftually
to fecure his confidence, L.orenzo had aéted the
part of fo ative an inftrument;, as to have drawn
upon himfelf an univerfal odium among all par-
ties in Florence, but particularly among the gran-
dees and nobles. At the fame time he held fecret
intrigues and intelligence with Philip Strozzi,*
and all the exiles abroad; and at home fo artfully
affected an averfion to arms and public affairs, and
to be wholly devoted to his ftudies and his plea-
fures, that the duke and his courtiers called
him ¢ The Philofopher.”f Varchi informs us,{

that he received his information of this horrid ac=

tion from théeé only perfons who could be capable
of relating the whole truth, becaufe they were the
only witnefies of it; and agents in it; from Le-
renzo himfelf in the city of Paluello, eight miles
from Padua; and from Scoronconcolo his con=
fident in the houfe of Strozzi in Venice. - '
Lorenzo was born in Florence, the 23d of
March, 1514; the fon of Pierfrancefco di L:orenzo
de Medici, grand nephew of L.orenzo; brother of
Cofmo, and of Miaria, the daughter of Tommafo
di Paolantonio Sodorini, a lady of uncommon pru-
dence and benevolence; from whom; his father
dying early, he was educated with confummate
diligence and care ¢ but he had no fooher acquir-
¢d a knowledge of the claffics, in which his ge=
nius enabled him to make a rapid progrefs, than
he was taken from the care of his mother dnd his
tutor, and begun to difcover a reftlefs and infati-
able difpofitior: to plunge himfelf in vice; and foon

- Segﬁi;'p- tgg- . + Ibid. p. 200.
1 Varchi, Iib??:_v.- ps 587. e T :

Vor. II. afterwards;
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a&crwards, in imitation of Philip Strozzi,to make-
a jeft of every thing divine and human, and .to
aﬁ'ocmte himfelf with perfons of bafe condition
and character, rather than with his equals. .‘1’hefe
by continual fatteries, and fomenting his paffions,
led him into vice and folly of every kind, particu-
larly into all the extravagances of brutal appetite
in his amours, refpe&ing neither fex, age, condi-
tion, or fccrecy. While he fought an intercoorfe
with all, he affeted to efteem none; yet he had
an equally extravagant paflion for glory, and lefc
no empirical artifice unattempted, n his words or
actions, by which he thought he could acquire a
name, cither of a gallant man or a fhrewd one.
He was nimble and aétive, rather lean than other-
wife, and for this reafon he affeéted to call himfelf
1.orenzino: he never laughed; at moft he only
fmiled. His air and action was more remarkable
for grace than elegance, and his countenance was
dark and melancheoly. In the flower of his youth,
although he was beloved beyond meafure by the
pope, ‘Clement the Seventh, he had formed in his
mind a proje&, as he faid hxmfch" after he had
killed the duke Alexander, to affaflinate his holi-
nefs. He corrupted Francefco di Rafacllo. de Me-
dici, the rival of the pope, a youth of excellent
erudition, and the moit promifing hopes, to fuch a
degree of profligacy, that he feemed to be quite

.another chara&ter, and becoming the derifion of

the whole court of Rome, he was fent back, to
avmd a greater dtigracc, as a madman, to Flo-
rence. At this time he fell into dxfgrace with the
pope, and gave univerfal difguft to the Roman
people, by another realon :-——Onc morning, in the
arch of Conftantine, and in other placé@®f Rome,

many ancient ftatues were found without their

heads. The pope was fo exafperated, that, not
- - thinking
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thinking of Lorenzo, he gave orders, that whoever
had done the mifchief, excepting only the cardinal
de Medici, thould, without procefs; trial, or delay,
be hanged up by thé neck. The tardinal was
obliged to go to the pope, and intercede for Lo-
renzo, as a young man, and paffionarely fond, like
all their anceftors; of fuch antiquities; but it was
with difficulty he could appeafe thé indignation of
the pope, who called him the infimy and re-
proach of the houfe of Medici. Iorenzo, how-
ever, was obliged to depart from Rome, with two
public proclamations after him; one forbidding
him to remain any longer in that city; and the
other promifing not only impunity; but rewards, to
any one who would kill him ; and Francefco
Moiza; a man of great eloquence; and celebrated
for his knowledge of the Grecian; Roman, and
Tufcan literature, made a public oration againft
bim in the Roman academy, in which he covered
him with all the reproaches poffible. With all
this infamy he returned to Florence; and began
to make his court to the duke Alexander; and he
underftood fo well the arrs of hypocrify and flatr-
tery, and counterfeited fo perfe&tly an abfolute
fubmiffion to him in all things, that he made him
believe he was a faithful fpy upon the exiles
abroad, holding at the fame time, under this fimu-
lation, fecret pra&tices with thefe fugitives, and
every day fhewing letters received from them
jointly or feverally. To remove evéry fuipicion
of any daring enterprife, he affefted the charaéter
of a coward, and would neither exercife in arms
nor wear them about him, fo that the duke took a
pleafure in rallying him upon his pufillanimity.

He affe&ed to be wholly devoted to books and:

ftudies, walked much alone, and appcared to have

no ambition for honours, or defire of property, in’
: & {fo

22§
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fo rematkable a manner, that they called him the
philofopher. He complied with the inclinations
of the duke in all things, and favoured him in all
occurrences, efpecially againft fignor Cofime, his
fecond coufin, againft whom he bore an unbound-
ed hatred, either becaufe they were of different, or

rather contrary charalters by nature, or by reafon
of a law-{uit of very great importance, which Cofi-
mo had inftituted againft him for the inheritance
of their angeftors. By all thefe artifices the duke
was deluded into a confidence in L.orenzo, fo per-
fectly fecure, that not contented with employing
him as a pimp in his amours with all forts of wo-
men, religious as well as fecular, virgins, wives, or
widows, noble or ignoble, young or old, he now
engaged him to conduct to him a fifter of his own
mother by the father’s fide, a young lady of ad-
mirable beauty and egqual modefty, who was the
wife of Lionardo Ginori, who lived not far from
the door of the back front of the palace of Me-
dici. Lorenzo, who waited only for a fimilar op-
portunity, reprefented to him that the intrigue
would be attended with difficulty, though not from
himfelf, for in one word all women were alike;
and upon this occafion their profpefls were the
better, becaufe the hufband was at Naples, where

- he had fpent much of his fortune in diffipation.

Although he had_ never dared to {peak to the lady
on the fubje e affirmed to the duke that he had,
and that he ‘found her very obftinate ; but he
promifed that he would never ceafe to feduce her,
by bribes, flatteries, and every {pecies of corrup-
tion, uantil he brought her to condefcend in all
things to their will. 'In the mean while he went
on entertaining, not only by his aétions but with
words, one Michele del Tovalaccino, by means

of the beforc— named Scoronconcolo, for whom he -
5 had



Guicchiardin, Nerli, and Varchi.

had procured a pardon for a murder he had com-
micted, though a reward had by proclamation
been fet upon his head. To thefe ruffians he
often complained of a certain intriguing perfon-
age at court, who, without the fmalleft provoca-
tion, had bantered, flandered, and infulted him
with his jokes upon all his words and attions, but
that in- name of God . At thefe words
Scoronconcolo, perceiving his meaning, fuddenly
cried, “ Name him only, and let me alone to ma-
*“ nage him; he fhall hever give you another ill
<« word or loock.” Here the converfation ended
for the prefent, but Scoronconcolo finding himfelf
every day more and more careffed and loaded with
favours by ILorenzo, at length prefled him
more. earneftly to name his enemy, and not to
doubt of his being foon pur outof his way. Lo-
renzo anfwered, < Alas! no: it is a great favou-
«¢ rite of the duke, whoever it 1s.” Scoroncon-
colo replied, in the language of a bully, * I will
¢« affaffinate him if he were Chniit himfelf.”’ Lo-
renzo then perceived that his defign had fucceed-
ed, and having invited him one day to dinner, as
he often did, notwithftanding the remonftrances
of his mother, and the reproaches of the world,
faid to him, “‘Courage! courage! in that affair,
“ which you promifed me fo bravely ! I am fure
“ you will not fail me ; and I will never fail you,

at any time, in any thing in my power. I am
fatisfied and refolved, but wiih to find the means
of doing the bufinefs with a fure hand. 1
will contrive to conduét him to a place where
there can be no danger, and have no doubt we
“ fhall fucceed.” The fame night appeared to
him to be the moft proper time, becaufe that fig-
nor Alexander Vitelli’' was abfent upon an excur-
fion to the ciry of Caftello, and he took that op-

P portunity,
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portunity, after fupper, to whifper in the ear of the
duke, and to fay to him, thar at laft, by the pro-
mife of money, he had difpofed his aunt to com-
ply, and therefore he muft watch his opportunity,
and come alone, and very cautioufly, into his
chamber, taking particular care, for the hanour of
the lady, that no one fhould fee him ¢ither enteror
o out, and that he himfelf wauld go immediately
or her, It is certain that the duke, having put
on a robe of fatin lined with fur, agccerding to
the Neapolitan fathion, went out to walk with
four of his courtiers, whom he foon difmififed, fay-
ing, he wifhed to be alone, and foon after went to
the chamber of Lorenzo, where he faund a goad
fire, and he foon ungirded his {fword, and threw
himfelf down on the couch, J.orenzo fuddenly
feized his fword, and winding haftily the belt round
the hilt, fo that it might not be eafily unfheathed,
Jaid it at the head of the duke, behind his pil-
Jow, and advifed him to repofe himfelf; fecures
one door, that no one might come in, and goes
out at the other to find Scoronconcolo, and fays
to him in a tranfport of joy, “ My dear brother,
** now is the moment! | have fhut pp in my cham-
“¢ ber that enemy of mine, gnd he is faft afleep.””
“ Letus go,” fays Scoronconcolo; and when they
were on the broad ftair afcending to the cham-
ber, Loorenzo turns abour and fays, ¢ Don’t mind
*¢ whether it is a friend of the duke or not,
““ mind you only to fecure his hands,’®* ¢ I will
‘“ do i1, replies his trufty friend, * if it is the
‘¢ duke himfelf.” < Every thing is 16 prepared,”
fays Lorenzo with a joyful countenance, ¢ that he
*“ cannot efcape from our hands; let us make
‘¢ hafte.” <« I.et us go,” fays Scoronconcolo.
I.orenzo lifted up the latch and ler it fall again,
At the fecond attempt he entered, and cried oup,
5 oy ' ¢« Signor,
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« Signor, are you afleep?”” Having no anfiver to
this queftion,at one thruft with his fword hepierced
him through from#e to fide. This ftroke alone
had been mortal, for paffing through the reins, he
had perforated the diaphragm which divides the
upper ventricle, where are the hearr and the other
vital members, from the lower, where are the
liver and the other members of nutrition and of
generation. T heduke, who either was afleep, or
remained with his eyes fhut as ifhe had flept, re-
ceiving fuch a blow, leaped up on the bed, and
threw himfelf backwards to fly towards the door,
making ufe of a ftool which he had feized on for
a fhield ; but Scoronconcolo, feizing an opportu-
nity, gave him a ftroke with a knife upon the vi-
fage, which laid open one of his temples, and cleav-
ed the greateft part of his left cheek ; and Loren-
zo having dragged him back upon the bed, held

him reverfed, and bore upon his back with the -
whole weight of his body ; and that he might noc -

cry out, attempted to itop his mouth with his
fingers, faying, ¢ Signor, doubt not.”” Then
the duke, affifting himfelf as well as he could, feiz-
ed the fingers between his teeth, and bit them with
fuch rage, that I.orenzo, having fell upon his
back, and not being able to handle his fword, was
obliged to call out for help to Scoronconcolo,
who running to his aid, and taking his aim fome-
times on one fide, and then on the other, was not
able to ftrike Alexander without fitriking firft or
at the fame time Lorenzo, held faft by his arms
and teeth. He then attempted to pierce him with
the point of his fword between the legs of Loren-
zo ; but making no other impreflion than to bore
the bed, he laid his hand on a knife, which he had
by accident about him, and fixectit in the throat of
the duke, whom he butchered as if he had beena

e P4 bullock :
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bullock : he was already, however, very near ex-

iring from the effeéts of the firft blow, by which
Ee ha% loft fo much blood 3 have overflown
almoft the whole chamber.®™ 1t ought not to be
forgotten, that through the whole of this tragical
{cene, while I.orenzo held him under, and he faw
Scoronconcolo groping about him with his fword
and knife to murder him, he never once com-
plained, or begged for mercy, or let go his hold
of thofe fingers which he held firmly between his
teeth., The duke, as foon as he was dead, flided
off the bed upon the floor ; but they toock him up,
all over befmeared with blood, and placed him
again upon the bed, and covered him with the
fame pavilion with which he had concealed him-
felf before he firft fell afleep, or made a thew of
being afleep, which, in the opinion of fome, he art-
fully did, becaufe, knowing himfelf unfkilful in
the ceremonies of politenefs, and that the lady
whom he expeéted was a miftrefs in elegant con-
verfatian, he withed to avoid in this manner the
neceflity of exchanging fine fpeeches with her.
Lorenzo, after he had difpofed of the duke, partly
to fee whether they had been heard, and partly to
recover his fpirits, much exhaufted by fatigue,
{)laccd himfelf 3t one of the windows which over-
ooked the broad ftreet. Some perfons in the
houfe, particularly madam Maria, the mother of
Cofimo, had heard a noife, and a trampling of feet ;
but no one had arofe, becaufe Lorenzo with this
view had for fome time befare brought into this
chamber companies of his comrades, drinking,
rioting, and making a fhew of quarrelling, crying,
out, “ Murder! treafon ! you have killed me !”* and
other exclamations of that kind. When Loren-

'zo had repofed Fimfelf, he made Scoronconcola

call ong of his foortmen, named Freccia, and thow

him
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him the dead body, which he recognized with fuch
aftonifhment and horror, that he was with diffi-
culty reftrained from alarming the whole houfe.
To what purpofe he did this, he neither explained
to the hiftorian, nor was he able to conjeture,
unlefs 1t was upon the fame principle, that nothin

which L.orenzo did, from the moment of the death
of Alexander to the time of his own death, or
many years afterwards in Venice, ever fucceeded,
or appeared to be well judged. He took from
Francis Ziffi, his maitre d’hotel, a fmall fum of

money, all that he had by him in cafh; and tak-

ing with him the key of the chamber, goes our of
the houfe with Scoroncoencolo and Freccia, and
having previoufly obtained from the bithop of

Marzi a licence for poft-horfes, under colour of

going to his country feat of Cafaggiuolo, to fee
Giuhano, his younger brother, who he pretended
had written to him that he was at the point of
death with the cholic, went direftly to Bologna,
where he dreffed his fingers, which were found
marked for life, and there related to Silvefter Al-
dobrandini, the judge, the whole tranfaction :
but the judge, thinking it a romantic fiction, would
not believe it, and very imprudently negletted to
take any notice of it, until the arrival of the che-
valier Marfilia, who, with fome others, went in
purfuit of L.orenzo. The latter, in great hafte
and fatigue, arrived at Venice on the Monday
night, and informed Philip Strozzi, that under
that key, which he held out to him, he had locked
up the duke Alexander, with his throat cut, and
dead of many wounds. FPhilip very readily be-
lieved him, embraced him, and called him his
Brutus, and promifed him that he would marry
his two fons, Peter and Robert, to his two fifters.
Lorenzo excufed himfelf for not having affembled

the
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the people after the death of the duke, for three
reafons. One was, that there were at the houfe
feveral other popular citizens ; but this was never
heard of nor believed by any one. Another was,
that he had left it in commiffion with Zeffo to
open the chamber early in the morning, and goin
quctt of Giulian Capponi, and other citizens, lo-
vers of liberty, and tell them what they fhould find
in it. Thrdly, that Scoronconcalo had not ceafed
to ftimmulate him to depart, {faying to himx every
minute, *“ L.et us fave ourfelves, we have done
¢« but too much.” Butthus much is certain, that
as no confpiracy was ever fo deliberately medi-
tated before the fa&t, nor more completely exe-
cuted, fo none was ever fo flupidly and vilely
condufted after the fa&; nor was there ever any
one from whence refulted effeéts more contrary or
more hurtful to the perpetrator, or fo profperous
and profitable to his enemies, the firft of whom,
without all controverfy, was the fignor Cofimo.

< I will not difpute,” fays Varchi, “ whether
this at was cruel or compaflionate, commendable
or blame-worthy, fince ne man can refolve that
queftion, and give a true anf{wer to it, who does
not know for what reafon, and to what end, Lo-
renzo was induced to commit it, If he was urged
to fo great an enterprife not to obtain the go-
vermment of Florence, which, upon the death of
rhe duke without legitimate defcendants, would
fall to him, but merely to deltver his country from
a tyrant and reftore her liberty, as he affirmed, |
fhould think that no praifes that could be given
him would be high enough, and no rewards could
be beftowed upon him which would not be below
his merit.””  Is it not aftonifhing that fuch an hif-
torian fhould admit of a doubt, whether the mo-

tives of L.arenzo could be good ones ? Is it pof-'
i fible
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fible to read his own hiftory, and not fee that this
firuggle was merely berween different branches of
the fame family of Medici for the fovereignty,
and that there was not a ray of public virtue or
Jove of .liberty left in any of them? Strozzi,
the rival family of Medici, had married a Medici,
and could not bear that Alexander fhould rule.
His charaéter was too vile to be redeemed from
infamy by his hypocritical affeCtation of republi-
can fimplicity, and his renouncing all ticles but
that of Philip ; but he had great family connec-
tions, and was countenanced by France, and there-
fore might poffibly recover his influence and power
in Florence, T his made it dangerous for the hif-
torian to mark the conduét of Lorenzo with that
decided indignation which it merited. Some were
of opinjon that he was moved to this a&ion merely
by the malice of his nature, and the depravity of
his own heart; others thought that he ventured
on this danger to cancel the ignominy of the two
Roman proclamations, and the oration made
againft him by Molza ; others thought him agi-
tated folely by a defire to make his name immor-
tal, an ardent paffion, that with a1l his crimes and
vices had always incredibly tormented him. The
right of a nation to depofe a tyrant, and to de-
{troy him if he cannot be otherwife depofed, is as
clear as any of our ideas of right or wrong. In
the Roman republic it was made an early and a
fundamental law, by the arittocratics however,
that it thould be not only lawful, but meritorious
and glorious, to kill a tyrant ; and Brurus there-
fore atted the exalted part of the beft citnzen.
But if the right of fingle citizens, when good and
virtuous, and intending only the public good, to
kill a tyrant was as clear as that of treading on
the head of an adder, or hunting dewn a devour-
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ing wolf, it would by no means follow that one

tyrant might claim a right to deftroy another,
merely to take his place. The people of Florence
were now fo totally devoted to the Medici family,
that there was no party among them but what was
headed by fome branch of it: the blood of the
Medici muft in all events govern them ; and the
difference between them was worth very little.
Strozzi and Lorenzo were worfe than Alexander;
and the only tolerably good man ameng them was
Cofimo, whom they all hated, but whom Providence
was pleafed to call to the government in this awful
manner. The filly tales of prognoftics, the enthu-
fialm of the difciples of Savanarola, and the confu-
fions and terrors among the principal people upon
the firft fufpicion and final difcovery of the duke’s
deftiny, are not worth repeating, The council of
forty-eight were affembled, but were not agreed
in opinion. Canigiani propofed, that in place of
the deceafed duke, Guilio, his natural fon, fhould
fucceed ; but there was no other perfon prefent,
who did not either fmile at his folly, or exprefs
an indignation ; for befides that the child was not
five years old, this was known to be the inclina-
tion and fecret motion of cardinal Cibi, Loren-
zo’s brother, who withed to be the tutor, and
therefore governor of the city.” After him was
propefed the fignor Cofimo de Medici, who know-
ing nothing of what had happend, was at Mu-
gello, fifteen miles from Florence, at his country
teat of Trebbio. At this nomination all appeared
to be ftruck, and looking at one another, feemed
ready to accept it, every one knowing that Cofi-
mo was the next heir, after Lorenzo, accerding
ro the declaration of the emperor; but Palla
Rucellai, without doubt in favour of Philip Stroz-
zi, to whom he was attached, oppofed warmly

this
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this propofition, and faid, that fo many citizens,

and of fuch confequence, were abroad, that no-
thing of importance, efpecially fo great an affair,
ougﬁt to bedetermined on; and notwithftanding
all that was urged by Francefco Guicchiardini, and
Francefco Vettori, he perfifted obftinately in his
objections, and occafioned fome confufion ia coun-
cil. At another day, however, Cofimo was elected
head of the commonwealth, accepted the truft,
and behaved in it with fo much wifdom, that thofe
who, from his moderate and compofed behaviour
before, believed him to be pofiefied of but mean
abilities, were reftrained to confefs, that God
had granted him difcretion with the dukedom.
Intelligence was f{cattered throughout all Italy,
with incredible celerity, of the death of Alexander;
and, by all the Florentine exiles, the name of
Lorenzo di Pierfrancefco de Medici was exalted in
praifes to the fkies, not only as the parallel of
Brutus, but greatly furpaffing him. Varchi won-
ders that fo many citizens of fo great prudence,
and efpecially Guicchiardini, who condu€ted the
whole of this ele&ion, fhould have fuffered them-
felves to be fo far blinded and tranfported by their
ambition or avarice, or both, as not to fee what
they were about. "Indeed, no man is ever to be
praifed, perhaps never to be juftified, in confent-
ing to the furrender of a free government; and
Guicchiardini appears much to blame for not en-
deavouring to new-model the commonwealth upon
this occafion. But moft probably he knew, what
Varchi himfelf confefles,® that the Florentines
were at this time all either avaricious or ambi-
tious, and the major part of them proud, envious,
and malicious; and therefore that none of them

- -Varchi, p- 621.
could
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tould be trufied by him, or by each other.: ﬁé

probably believed that delay, or any attcmpz to
reftore liberty or reform the conftitution, would

“only give an opportunity to Strozzi, LQ!‘C!’}ZG, and

the exiles, to affume the dukedom in reality; under
the alliance of Franee ; ; he moreover probably
thought it impofiible; among an ignorant people,
and fo many co gt faftions; to amend the confti-
tution, and that a fovercigaty inn one was preferable
to their old flu€tudting ariftocracy; difguifed under
the name only of a popular ftate.~~The exiles
were {till reftlefs, and endeavoured to excite frefth
wars againft their country ; but Cofimo, by his
abilities, addrefs, and activity, defended his an-
thority, and was afterwards confirmed, nor only
as head of the ftate, but as duke and fovereign:
And here ended the thadow of a free government.

Let me now requeft you, my dear Sir, to run
over again, in your own mind, this whole ftory of
Florence, and afk yourfelf, whethcr it does not
appear like a fatire, written with the exprefs and
only purpofc of expofing to contcmpt, ridicule,
and indignation, the idea of “ A Government in
one Center,” and the <¢ Right Conftitution of a
Commonwealth 2> If you fufpect that this mean
fkerch is in any degree varied, by. prejudice, from
the truth, read over any hiftorian of Florence, as
Machiavel, Guicchiardin, Nerli, Nardi, Varchi,
Villany, or Ammirato, and then fay, whether itis
not a libel upon Turgot and Nedham. From the
beginning to the end, it is one continued ftruggle
between rm)narchy and ariftocracy; a continued
fuccefhion of combinations of two or three parties
of noble, rich, or confpicuous families to deprefs
the people on the one hand, and prevent an oli-
garchy, or a monarchy, from arifing up among

themfieclves on theother. Neither tht: firft famuly,
Rof
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por any of the others their rivals, made any ae-
count of people, excepting now and then for a
moment, for the purpofesof violence, fedition, and-

rebellion : inftead of devifing any regular method

for calling the people together; with a reafonable
notification before-hand, of the time, place, and
fubject of deliberation, a little junto of principal
citizens concert a plan in fecret among themfelves,
give notice previoufly to fuch as they pleafe, their
own dependents and partifans, order the bells to

be rung, and a little flock of their own creatures -

affemble in the piazza. There the junto nominate
a dozen or a fcore of perfons for a balia, to reform
the ftate at their pleafure: no reafonable me-
thod of wvoting for them, no infiructions given
them ; the people huzza, and all is over. What
ideas are here of the rights of mankind ? what
equality is here among the citizens ? what
ple of national liberty is here refpefted ? what
method 1s this to obtain ‘the national fenfe, the
public voice ? Can this be called the voice of God 2
When the balia is appointed, what is the queftion

before them 2 Is there any inquiry how the go--

vernment can be made a fair, equal, and conftant
reprefentation of the nation, and a fure inftrument
for colle&ting the public wifdom ? The imborfa-
tions are made, and eight hundred names are put
in the purfes. Thefe alone are citizens ; all the
reft are to have no vote. Thefe appoint the fig-~
nori, a fmall council, for the ordinary adminif--
tration, and the gonfalonier, who has no more
power nor fo much dignity as a doge of Venice.
The great council is the center in which all au-
thority is colleéted, and he who had moit influ-
ence in it, governed in reality, whoever were the
fignori or the gonfalonier ; confequently the coun-
cil and fignori too were always divided ipto par-

tics,
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ties, at the head of whom were always two of the
moft noted families ; and the only queftion really
was, which fhould be firft. As the waves and
winds determined, fometimes one and fometimes
another prevailed, and took vehgeance of their op-

- ponents by banithments and confifcations. The

executive power was fometimes managed by the
fignori, and fometimes by the grand council : the
judicial power was always the tool of the prevail-
g faétion. Was there one year, one moment in
the whole hiftory, when the citizens could be truly
faid to enjoy the bleflings- of liberty, equality,
fafety, and good order ? If you fix your eye upon
any period, from the beginning to the end of the
republic, and fuppofe the gonfalonier pofieffed of
the whole execurive power, with a negative upon
the legiflature, the fignori and ' grand council made
feparate and independent branches of the legifla-
ture, though eleéted periodically by the people,
and the judges made during good behaviour,
would not thofe terrible diferders have been pre-
vented ? The negative to the gonfalonier is not
‘propofed, becaufe he'is a wifer or 2 better man
than others, but merely as a conftitutional inftru<
ment of felf-defence ; without it, he cannot de-
fend the legal authority which the conftitution has
given him, but the executive power will be pared
away, or wrefted out of his hands, by the en-
croaching difpofition of human nature in the two
houfes.  If he wantonly ufes his negative for
other purpefes, a cafe that can rarely happen, 2
new gonfalonier mult be appointed'; but if his
minifters are made refponfible for the advice they
give him, the two houfes will always have a re-
medy. An honeft reprefentative of the commons
will always have another remedy, by withholding

fupplies. | _
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Astbis account of Florence wis introduced by

fome refleftions of a modern author, it cannot be
concluded with more propriety than by foine
others from the fame able and liberal writer. In
his Parallel of the Italian Republics of the mid-
dle Ages with thofe of ancient Iraly, he fays,

¢« Whoever fhall read, in the Annals of the cities
of Lombardy, and in the Chronicles of Tufcany,

how the people pafied fo frequently, both in ex-

ternal wars and in civil fa&tions, fram battles to
peace, and from domettic life to arms and hoftili-
ties, and that perpetual fucceffion of accords, re-
bCHIOHS, and tumults, will be apt to believe that

he fees, copied under -different names, the wars

of the Romans with the L.atins and “the Volici,
and the continual quarrels of the plebeians with
the patricians, and the animofities of the fenate
againit the tribunes ; and fometimes it will happen
to him, that in reading, for example, the Floren-
tine hiftory of Scipione Ammirato, he will think
he has in his hand a tranflation into his own lan-
guage of Livy. 'The manner of proclaiming
and profecuting war, and of concluding peace,
whicth was pradtifed by the ancient ltalians in the

time of Camillus and of Pirrhus, is not very dif-

ferent from that which we obferve in the age of
Frederic the Second and the Manfreds; and, in
the internal concerns of the cities, both in the
one and the other period, the cruelty and the
Icorn of the nobles towards the plebeians, and the
Injuftice of the people in their demands, as foon as
they had difcovered their own ftrength, and had
begun to lay their hands on the governmerit: the

* Danina, Revoluzione d’Italia, lib. xii. cap. v. vol. ik
pPr241.
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one and the other were animated with the fame
{pirit, 'a%itated by the fame humours, and fubjeét
to the fame revolutions. That fupreme love of
their country, which on occafions of public dan-
ger filenced and appeafed their private quarrels
and ennmtiés, reigned equally at all ttmes 1a both:
the fame fimplicity of manners, the fame feverity
of life, the fame patience of poverty and fatigue.
‘T"o this is to be added, the ufe and exercife of arms,
by which every little nation, if it cannot make ex-
tenlive conquefts, at leaft may preferve its own li-
berty. Finally, he will oblerve with pleafure,
how, after the ancient Italians, and thofe people
who in the middle ages arofe from the ruins of
the kingdom of the L.ombards, and of the fecond
weftern empire, the citiés which appear to have
had the narroweft territory, and the moft modern
original, not only maintained their freedom for a
long time, but increafed in power and dominion ;
whereas the moft able and the moft ancient pafléd
more eafily under the yoKe, either of tyrants of
their own, or of foreign powers. We fhall fee,
in fike manner, a great refemblance m the fortune
of the tyrants of the ancient ltdlian cities, and
thofe of the republics of Tufcany and Lombardy,
in the age of Frederic the Second, and the fol-
lowing ; and may very well find arguments to
compare Eccelino of Romagna with Tarqguin the
Proud ; the marquis Oberto Pelavicino, Buofo da
Doara, and Martino della Torre, with Porfenna,
king of Chiufi, and with other like princes or fu-
preme magiftrates of the ancient Tufcans, Latins,
Campamans, and Samnites. From which we have
fhewn, thar the free and independent cities paffed
fometimes under the yoke of fome powerful ciu-

zen, who made himfelf its mafter, or under the
dominien
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dominion of a tyrant of fome other neighbouring
city : fo that a fignior of Paduva, of Milan, or
of Verona, obtained the government of many other
cities of IL.ombardy, equally free and indepen=
dent.” ==

: Ay B B Bl .ol
. Machiavel’s Plan of a perfeit Commonawealth.

DEAR SIR.

MACHIAVEL, from his long experience of
the miferiesof Florence in his own times, and
his knowledge of their hiftory, perceived many of
the defeéls in every plan of a conftitution they
had ever attempted. His fagacity too perceived
the neceffity of three powers; but he did not fee
an equal necefity for the feparation of the execu-
tive power from the legiflative. The following
proje&t contains excellent obfervations, but would
not have remedied the evils. The appointment
of officers in the council of a thoufand would have
ruined all the good effets of the other divifions
of power. There is fome doubt about the time
when it was written: Nerli and Nardi think it
was addreffed to Clement the Seventh, but the
Englifh editor fuppofes it was L.eo the Tenth, and
his opinion is here followed.—About the year
1519, Leo the Tenth,* being informed of the

* Difcourfe upon the proper Waysand Means of reforming
the Government of Florence. Eng. edit. vol. iv. p.263. -

Q. 2 difcords






