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dominión of a tyrantof lome other neighbóurtng 
city: fo that a fignior of Padua, of Milán, or 
of Verona, obtained the government of many other 
eities of Lombardy, equalJy free and indepen-
dent." 

L E T T E R II . 

Machiavel's Plan of a perfeñ Commomvealth. 

DKAR SIR. 

MACHIAVEL, from his long experience of 
themiferiesofFIorencein his own times, and 

his knowledge of their hiftory, perceived many of 
the defefts in every plan of a conftitution they 
had ever attempted. His fagacity too perceived 
the neceífity of three powers; but he did not fec 
an equal neceífity for the feparation of the execu-
tive power from the legiílative. The following 
projeft containsexcellentobfervations, but would 
not have remedied the evils. The appointment 
ofofficers in the council of a thoufand would have 
ruined a!l the good efFeds of the other divifions 
of power. There is fome doubt about the time 
when it was written: Nerli and Nardi think it 
was addreíléd to Clement the Seventh, but the 
Englifh editor fuppofes it was Leo the Tenth, and 
his opinión is here followed.—About the year 
1519, Leo the Tenth,* being informed of the 

* Difcourfeupon the properWaysand Means of rcforminj 
the Government of Florence. Eng. edit. vol. iv. p. 363. 
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difcords that were rcady to break out in Florencey 
gave a commiffion to Machiavel to draw up a-
plan for the reformation of that ílate. He exe-
euted this commiffion with gceat abilíties, and the 
moft exquifite fubtilty of his genius; and pro-
duced a model, in the opinión of fome, of a per-
fect commonwealth. The fovereign power is 
lodged, both of right and in fací, in the citizens 
themfelves. 

** There are threeorders ofmen in every ftate, 
and for that reafon there íhould be alfo three ranks 
or degrees in a .public, and no more; ñor can 
that be faid to be a true and durable common­
wealth, where certain bumours and inclinations 
are not gratified, which otherwife muft naturally 
end in its ruin. Thofe who model a common­
wealth, muíltake fuch. provifions as may gratify 
three forts of men, of which all ftates are com-
pofed j that is, the high, the middie fort, and the 
low."—Machiavel by thefe obfervations demon-
ftrates, that he was fully convinced of this great 
truth, this eternal principie, wkhout the know-
ledge of which every fpeculation upon govern-
ment muft be imperfeót, and every fcheme of a 
Commonwealth effentially defeclive: taking this 
fundamental principie along with us, let us give 
an abridgement of this valuable difcourfe. " The 
reafon why Florence has fo often changed its 
form of government is, becaufe there never was 
yet either a commonwealth or monarchy efta-
bliíhed there upon true principies: a monarchy 
cannot be ftable, where the bufinefs, which 
íhould be direeted by one, is fubmitted to the 
determinadon of many 5 ñor can a common­
wealth be durable where humours are not gra­
tified, which muft otherwife be the ruin of it.— 
JMaib mouided the republic into a fort of arifto-

cracy, 
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cracy, vid. Hift. of Florence, b. iii. in which there 
were fo many defefts, that ic did not continué 
above forty years, nor would it have ]afted fo 
long but for wars, which kept k united. The 
defedts were, that power was continued too long 
-in the fame perfons ; that the eleerions were fub-
jeét to fraud and underhand pradtices: there 
was no check upon the grandees, to detcr them 
from forming parties and faftions, which generally 
are the deftruétion of a fíate: the fignori had 
but little reputation, while they had too much 
authority j they had a power of taking away the 
life and property of any citizen without appeal, 
andof calling the people together to a conference 
whenever they pleafed; fo that inftead of being a 
defence and proteftion to the ftate, they were 
rather an inftrument of its ruin, when they were 
under the influence of any popular or ambitious 
man: raw young men, of little experience and 
abjeft condition, were introduced into the fignori j 
but what was of the laft eonfequence was, that 
the people had no Jhare at all in the government. 
All thefe defeáts together occafioned infinite dif-
order and confufion, and if wars had not kept the 
ftate united, it muir, have been difiolved long 
before it was.—This íorm was fucceeded by that 
of Cofimo. Afterwards the city endeavoured to 
refume the form of a republic, but the meafures 
taken were neither calculated to gratify the hu-
moursofall the citizens, nor had fufficient forcé 
to corred them: fo far from being a true and 
perfecl: commonwealth, a ftandard-bearer for life, 
if an able and bad man, mjght eafily have made 
himfelf abfolute lord; if a weak and good man, 

•he might have been pulled from his feat, and thac 
eftabliíhment overturned. There was not flrength. 
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ift that government to fupport the ftandard-bear-
er, if a good man, ñor to check and controul him, 
if a bad one. The reforms which were made were 
not with any view to the public good, but to 
ftrengthen and fupport different fa&ions in their 
turns. The ends of fa£Hon even were not anfwer-
ed, becaufe there was always adifcontented party, 
which proved a very powerful inftrument in the 
hands of thofe that were defirous to efFefl: any 
change or innovation in the ítate. No fbrm of 
government can be devifed that wili be firm and 
laftingj which is not either a true principality or a 
true commonwealth. AU intermedíate forms be-
tween thefe two extremes will be defective; for a 
principality can only be ruined one way, and that 
is by defcending into a commonwealth : the 
fame may be faid of a commonwealth alfo ; for the 
©nly way by which it can be ruined is by afcending 
to a principality: whereas all intermedíate forms 
may be ruined two ways, i. e. either by afcending 
to a principality, or defcending intó a common­
wealth; and this is the caufe of their inftabi-
lity. Thofe who model a commonwealth muft 
take fuch provifions as máy gratify three forts 
of men, of which all (lates are compofed, that 
k, the high, the middle fort, and the low; 
and though there is a great equality among the 
citizens of Florence, yet there are íbme there, 
who think fo highly of themfelves, that they 
would expedí; to have the precedence of others; 
and thefe peopie muft be gratified in regu-
lating the commonwealth. Thefe peopie then 
will never be fatisfied, if they have not the firft 
rank and honours in the commonwealth, which 
dignity they ought to fupport by their own perfo-
naTweight and importance. It is abfolutely ne-
ceffary to gratify the ambition of all the three fe-

veral 
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veral ranks of people; which may be done by 
electing üxty-five citizens, of not lefs than forty-
five years of age, in order to give dignicy to che 
government, fifty-three out of the higheft clafs, 
and twelveout of the next, who íhould continué 
in the adminiírration for life, fubje¿t to the fol-
lowing reftricYions :-<--In the firft place» one of 
them íhould be appointed ftandard-bearer of juf-
tice, for a term of two or three years, if it is not 
thought proper to appoint one for life: and in the 
next, the other fixty-four citizens, already eledled, 
íhould be divided into two diftind bodies, each 
confifting of thirty-two; one of which divifions, 
in conjunftion with theftandard-bearer, íhould go-
vern the firft year, and che other the next •, Í6 that 
they would be changed alternately every year, and 
all together íhould be called the fignori. After 
this, let the thirty-two be divided into foúr parts, 
cight in each j every one of which íhould refide 
three months in its turn with the ftandard-bearer, 
in the palace, and not only aflume the magiftracy 
with the ufual forms and ceremonies, but tranf-
a¿t all the bufinefs which before paffed through 
the hands of the fignori, the council of eight, and 
the other councils, all which muft be diflblved. 
This íhould be the firft member, or rather the 
head of the ftate, and by this provifion the dignity 
of the fignori will be reftored j for as none but 
men of gravity and authority will ever fit there, 
ic will be no longer neceffary to employ prívate 
men inthe affairs of ftate (which is always of pre-
judice to any republic) fince the thirty-two who 
are not in office that year may be adviled with 
upon occafion, fent upon embaífies, and made ufe-
ful in other funcYtons.—Let us now come to the 
fecond order in the ftate. Since there are three or-
ders of men in every ftate, there íhould alfo be three. 

Qjj. ranks 
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ranks or degrees in a rcp'ublic, and no more; 
upon which account it is neceffary to prevent the 
confufion occafioned of late by the multipli-
city of councils in our city, which have been efta-
bliíhed, not becaufe they were conducive to good 
órder, but merely to créate friends and depen-
dants, and to gratify the humour and ambition of 
numbers, in a point which yet was of no fervice to 
liberty or the public, becaufe they might all be 
corrupted and biaíTed by party. The council of 
feventy, that of an hundred, and that of the 
people and commonalty, íhould all be aboliíh-
cd; and, in the room of them, I would ap-
point a council óf two hundred, every member 
of which íhould be not lefs than forty years of 
age; an hundred and fixty of them to be taken 
outof the middle clafs, and theother forty out of 
the loweft,' but not one out of the fixty-five. 
They lhould alfo continué for life, and be called 
the council elect; which council, in conjunction 
with the fixty-five, íhould tranfact all the affáirs 
that ufed to be tranfa&ed by the above-mentioned 
councils, now fuppofed to be aboliíhed, and veft-
ed with the fame degree of authority, and all the 
members of it appointed by your holinefs : for 
which purpofe, as well as to maintain and regú­
late thefe provifions, and others that I fhall men-
tion hereafter, it is neceíTary that a degree of au­
thority, equal to that of the whole collecYive body 
of the people of Florence, lhould be vefted by a 
balia in your holinefs, and the cardinal de Medi-
ci, during thelives of both ; and that the magif-
tracy of the eight di guardia, as well as the balia, 
íhould be appointfd from time to time by your 
holinefs. ít is likewiie expedient, for the fupport 
of your authority, that your holinefs lhould di-
yide th,e militia into diíün£t corps, oycr which 

you. 
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you livay appoint two commiffioners, one for each. 
By thefe provifions two out of the three claflfes 
may be thoroughiy fatisfied.—It remains now to 
fatisfy the third and loweft rank of the citizens, 
whicb conftltutes the greater part of the people. 
For this purpofe it will be neceffary alfo to revive 
the council of a thoufand, or at leaft one of fix 
hundred citizens, who íhould nominate all the 
magiftrates and officers, in the fame manner they 
ufed to do formerly, except the abóve fixty-five, 
the council of two hundred, the eight di guardia, 
and the balia. Without fatisfying the common 
people, no republic ever yet ftood upon a ftable 
foundation.—The ftate being thus modelled, no 
other provifions would be wanting, íf your holinefs 
and the cardinal were to live for ever; but as you 
are fubjeft to mortality, it is neceflary, if you 
would have the republic continué firm and ítrong-
ly fupported on every íide, in fuch manner that 
every one may íee himfelf perfeftly fecure, thac 
there íhould be fixtten ftandard-bearers appointed 
over the companies of the citizens, which may be 
done either by your own authority, or by leaving 
the appointment to the great council, remember-
ing only to increafe the number of the divieri, af-
fiftants to the gonfalonier and commanding de-
tachments of the people under him, that ib they 
may be more fpread over the city, and that none 
of the gonmloniers íhould be of the fixty-five. 
After their appointment, four prevots íhould be 
drawn out of them by lot, and continué in office 
one month ; fo that at the end of four months 
they will all have been prevots. Out of thefe four, 
one íhould be drawn, to refide for a week only 
with the eight figniors and the gonfaloniers in the 
palace: by which rotation all the four will have 
kept their refidence there at the end of the month. 

Without 
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Without the prefence of this officer, the faid reff-
dent fignori íhould not be aiiowed to pafs any a£t; 
ñor fhould he himfélf have any vote there, but 
only be a witnefs and infpe&or of their proceed-
ings, to which he may be fufFered to put a ftop 
tilí he has afked the opinión of a!l the thirty-two 
together, and had the matter fully difcuffed by 
them. But even the thirty-two, when all together, 
íhould not have power to refolve upon any thing, 
cxcept two of the faid prevóts were prefent, who 
íhould have no further authority than to put a ftop 
to their refolutions for a time, and report them to 
the council ele£t: ñor íhould that council have a 
power of refolving upon any thing, except fix at 
leaft of the fixteen gonfaloniers, and two prevóts, 
were there, who íhould only have the liberty of 
taking the matter out of the hands of that council, 
and referririg it to the great council, provided that 
any three of them fhould think. it neceffary fo to 
do ; and as to the great council, it íhouid not be 
allowed to meet, unlefs three of the prevóts at 
leaft were there, who might give their votes in it 
like the other citizens. This order íhould be ob-
ferved after the death of your holinefs and the car­
dinal, for two reafons: In the firft place, that if the 
fignori, or other council, íhould either difagree in 
their refolutions, or attempt any thing againft the 
public good, there might be fomebody vefted with 
a power to take the matter out of their hands, and 
refer it to the people ; for it would be a great de-
fecl in the conftitution, that anyonefet of magijlrates, 
or Jingle council, Jhould have a power to pafs a law 
by its own authority alone, and that too without any 
remedy or appeal: upon which account it is highly 
neceffary, that the citizens íhould have fome pro-
per officers, not only to infpeét. their proceedings, 
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but even to put a ftop to them, if thcy feem to be 
of pernicious tendency. 

" Befides this, in order to give fueh a degree of 
ftability and perfe&ion to the commonwealth, that 
no partof it may fhrinli or fau after the deceafeof 
your holinefs and the cardinal, it is neceíTary 
that a court íhould be ereéted upon occafion, corir 
íifting of the eight di guardia and a balia of thirty 
citizens, to be chofen by lot out of the council of 
two hundred, and that of fix hundred togetherj 
•which court íhould have a power, in criminal cafes, 
of fummoning the accufer and accufed to appear 
face to face before it in a certain time. Such 
a court is of great ufe in a commonwealth; for a 
few citizens are afraid to cali great and powerful 
delinquents to account, and therefore it is necef-
fary that many íhould concur for that purpofe, 
that fo, when their judgements are concealed, as 
they may be by ballotting, every man may give his 
opinión freely and in fecurity. The higheft ho-
nour that can be attained to by any man, is that 
which is voluntarily conferred on him by his coun-
trymen ; and the greateft good he can do, as well 
as the moft acceptable to God, is that which he 
does to his country. None are to be compared to 
thofe who have reformed kingdoms and common-
wealths by wholefome laws and conftitutions; 
but as there have been but few that have had an 
opportunity to do this, the number is very fmall 
that have done it, This kind of glory has always 
been fo mnch coveted by fuch as made glory 
the fole end of their labours, that when they 
have not had power either to found or reform a 
ftate, they have left models and plans in writing, 
to be execuced by others, who íhould have, in fu-
ture times, as Flato, Ariftotle, and many others, 
who have íhewn, that if they did not found free 

ftates 
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ftates themfelves, like Solon and Lycurgus, it was 
not owing either to ignorance or want of good-
will to mankind, but to want of power. Heaven 
then canñot beftow a nobier gift upon any man, 
ñor point óut a fairer road to true glory. 

" If things continué as they are, whenever any 
Gommótíon or infurreítion íhall happen, either 
fome head will be appointed in a fudden and tu-
multuary manner, who will refcue the ftate by vio-
lence and forcé of arms, or one part of the citizens 
will opén the council of a thoufand again, and fa-
crifice the other without mercy. In cafe either of 
thefe events fhould happen, your holineís will be 
pleafed to confider how many executions, how 
many banilhments and confifcations muft of ne-
ceflity enfue: a refleélion which muft furely íhock 
the moft hard-hearted man alive, much more a 
man of that remarkable humanity and tendernefs 
which have always diftinguiíhed your holinefs. 
The enly way then to prevent thefe evils, is to 
eftabliíh the feveral clafies and ordinances of the 
commonwealth in fuch a manner that they may 
fupport themíelves; and that they will always be 
able to do> when each rank has its due Ihare in the 
adminiftration, when every one knows his proper 
fphere of aélion, and whom he can confide in; 
and laüly, when no one has any occafion to wiíh 
for a changeof government, either becaufe his am­
bición is not thoroughly gratiñed, or that he does 
not think himfelf fufficienrly fecure underfuchaa 
adminiftration." 

L E T T E R 
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LETTER III. 
S I E N A . 

DEAR SfR, 

THE, antiquity of the city of Siena is proved 
by the notice of Pliny, Tacitus, and Pto-

kmy, if not by another circumftance mentioned 
by its hiftorian, viz. the fplendor of certain fami-
lies among its citizens,* nobility being only an 
ancient virtue accompanied with the fplendor of 
riches. The tradition, that it was firft planted by 
Remus, can hardly be fupported by the fingle cir­
cumftance, that trie enfigns of the city are a wolf 
giving fuck to two infants. 

Siena was built by the ancient Tufcans, whofe 
province was anciently inhabited by the Umbri-
ans, who were driven out by the Pelafgians from 
Arcadia, who were afterwards driven out by the 
Lydians from Afia, five hundred and fixty years 
before Rome was built. Thefe, from Tirrhenus 
their king, were called afterwards Tirrhenians; 
and becaufe they ufed in their facrifices great 
quantities of frankincenfe, Thus, they were called 
Thufcans, and their country Tufcany, by others 
called Etruria.f Livy reprefents the Etru-
rians as abounding in wealth, and filling the 
whole length of Itaty, from the Alps to the 
ftraits of Sicily, with their fame; and in an­
other place, reprefents the Tufcan empire as much 
more ancient than the Román. J They inhabited 

* Siena dallo fplendore delle famiglie s'era nobilitata,— 
effendo proprio la nobiltáuna antica virtü accompagnata dallo 
fplendore deUe ricchezze. Hiftoria del. Sig. Orlando Mala-
volti, de fatti, e Guerre de' Sanefi, cofi efterne, come civili, 
P- 4- f Malavolti, p. 9, 10. 

X Tufcorum, ante Romanorum imperium late térra, ma­
nque opes patuere, rnarí íupero inferoque, quibus Italia, in-
íula: modo cingitur. -Ii in vermnque mare vergentes in-
«luere urbibus duodeois, 
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twelve cities: the fbrm of their government waá 
a confederacy, Hke that of the modern Swifs, 
Dutch, and Amerícans. The twelve cities, peo-
pies, or divifions of territory rather, were called 
Rucumoni, from the magiftrates annually choíén 
to govern the whole province of Tufcany. Twelve 
annual magiftrates were chofen, one by each city, 
to govern the whole province, called Lartes and 
Lucumones: the ñames of thefe cities were Lu­
na, Pifa, Populania, Vokerra, Rofelle, Fiefole, 
Agillina, Vulfino, Chiuci, Arezzo, Perugia, and 
Faleria, the ruins of which are near to Viterbo. 
In the fame manner was formed afterwards, by the 
Greeks, the republic of the Achaians, the twelve 
cities of which are enumerated by Polybius. Not 
unlike this repubüc of the Tufcans was that of 
the Latins, who, upon public occafions, aíTembled 
in a certain place under mount Albanus, called 
the Foreft of Ferentina; where, having deliberated 
in council upon their affairs, they gave the charge 
of the execution of their refolutions to two prae-
tors.* It is true that fometimes, at the exchange 
of magiftrates, the Tufcans varying the form of 
their government, by agreement among them-
felves created a king; and each one of the twelve 
peoples of the twelve principal cities concurred 
to give him a minifter, whom the Romans after­
wards denominated a lictor: and of fo much gran-
deur, and fo illuftrious an example, were the go­
vernment, the ceremonies, the religión, and the 
other qualities of the Tufcans, that Romulus, in 
imitation of them, in giving laws to the Romans 

* Concilium Latinorum erat at omnes Latini nominis re-
ram communium caufa ad Lucum Ferentinat, qui erat fub 
monte Albano, coirent, ibique, de fumma rep. confultarent, 
ac duobus praetoribus rem univerfam Latinorum commiftfi-' 
rent, Sigonius, upon the authority of Dionyuuí. 

ordained. 
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orda'ined, befides the habit of the robe and~ the 
cloak, the curule chair, and the fame number of 
minifters, deterrnining upon the fame number of 
lictors. This is told us by Livy: " Et hoc genus 
ab Etrufcis finitcimis unde fella curulis, unde toga, 
prsetexta fumpta eft, numerum quoque ipfum 
ductum placet, et ita habuiffe Etrufcos, quod ex 
duodecim popülis communiter creatoregefingulos 
fmguli populi liftores dederint." With this mode 
of régimen, and this form of government, with 
their unión and virtue, the Tufcans augmented 
fo greatly their empire, that it extended to the 
Alps, which feparate Italy from France, and from 
one fea to the other: one of which was named 
from them the Tufcan, and the other the Adri-
atic, from the city ofAdria, which was their colony, 
and under their dominión. Having acquired ail 
that part of Italy, which was afterwards called Ci-
falpine Gaul, in order to hold it more fecurely, 
and give room to their people, by relieving Tuf-
cany of fo great a number of inhabitants, they fent 
into it twelve colonies. In this manner they pro-
ceeded, augmenting and amplifying their empire 
on every fide, for feven hundred and thirty years, 
until, ¡n the reign of Tarquinius Prifcus, the 
Gauls took poíTeflion of that part of Italy, which 
they called Cifaipine Gaul, one part of which was 
afterwards called Lombardy, and the other Ro-
magna. Then began to decline the empire of 
the Tufcans; becaufe on one fide they were 
combated by the Gauls, and on the other by the 
Romans; and having commenced, by the abun­
dante of wealth, to become ambitious and avari-
cious, and difcord among themfelves following the 
train of thofe vices, changed the form of their 
government, and deftroyed their profperity j and 
this empire, which, by its unión and good order, 

i had 
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had Formed itfelf, and, computing from its begirt-* 
ning to its diffalution, fubfifted morethan athou-
fand years, loft itfelf eafily by means of conten-
tions, occafioned by habits inconfiftent with that 
-vírtue by which they had acquired it. Their ftate, 
difpoffefíed by the Gauls of all its territory be-
yond the Appenines, and continually molefted in 
Tufcany by the Romans, was no longer unitedin 
the defence of each other, by reafon of the variety 
which they begun to introduce into the form of 
government in the feparate cities, occafioned by 
their ambition, avarice, and luxury; vices incon­
fiñent with each other, but very powerful to ruin 
a great empire. When they faw the moft mani-
feft danger of the ruin of the whole, they exerted 
all their forcé, but were no longer able to defend 
themfelves. The other Tufcans, from an indig­
naron againft the Veientes for having feparately 
elected a king, looked on with indifference while 
the Romans fubjeéted that people. Livy fays, 
the Veientes, to avoid the tedious contentions of 
ambition, which was fometimes the caufe of dif* 
fenfions, created a king, and thus gave great of-
fence to the other peoples of Etruria, not more 
by their hatred of that form of government, than 
from their deteftation of the man.* 

Tufcany was finally fubjeéled to the dominión 
of the Romans, after long wars, many victories 
and defeats, and the deftruétion of a great num-
berof their citizens, by Q^Fabius Maximus Ru-
tilianus. The Romans, to fecure the provincc 
againft rebellions and tumults, fent into it a colo-
ny j and finding Siena in the center of the twelve 

* Veientes contra tedio ambitionis, quae interdum caufii 
difcordiarum erat, regem creavere, ofFendk ea res populorum 
Etruriae ánimos, non majore odio regni, quam ipfius regi»-
Livy. 
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cities, and the fittiation ftrong, fent thither their, 
colony and garrifon, under the firft confuíate of 
Curius Dentatus, two hundred and ninety years 
before Chrift. The Tufcans remáined quietly 
under the government oí the Romans, until the 
invafion of Italy by Afdrubal, when they vvere 
accufed of having held a fecret correfpondence, 
and given alTiftance to the Carthaginians. After 
that great viftory of the Romans, in which Af­
drubal, with fifty-fix thoufap.d of his men, was 
fiain, they fent Marcus Livius to Tufcany, to 
inquire which of the peoples of the twelve cities 
had affifted the Carthaginians, who reported, that 
he found nothing againft any of the inhabitants of 
Siena. Tranquillity thus reftored, continued under 
the Román government till the focial war, when 
the inhabitants of almoft all Italy waged war with 
the Romans for the privileges of Roman citizens. 
This war coft the lives ofan incredible numberof 
men, and ended with the ruin of Arezzo and 
Chiuci, two of the principal cities of Tufcany, 
from whence many families removed to Siena, as 
a place of more fecurity, both on account of its 
being a Roman colony, and as it had ever difco-
vered more fidelity to the Romans than any other 
Tufcan city. W e may pafs over the converfion of 
Conflantine, in a dream of a ftandard (gonfalone), 
with the motto lv TCUTU ÚYJX, : his diviiion of the 
empire, by retiring to Byzantium, into two, the 
Grscian and Román, or Eaítern and Weftern; 
the decline of the weftern empire j the capture of 
Rome by Alaric, kmg of the Goths, in 4 1 2 : the 412. 
facking of Rome byipJoacer ,kingof the Erulians 
and Thuringians, in47S, the firft of the barbarous 475. 
kings, who drove out Auguftulus, annihilated 
the empire, and made himfelf, king of ltaly, and . 
fo eftabliíhed his power, that the weftern empire 
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remained vacant for three hundred years, till thtf 
time of Charlemain, though Juftin, after the vio­
lones of Bellifarius and Narfette over the Goths, 
fent Longinus into Italy with the title of exarch, 
a kind of firft magiftrate, which continued one 
hundred and feventy years, through a fucceffion 
óf thirty exarchs. Longinus having found that 
the feveral cities had undertaken to govern them-
felves, each one having created its own magif-
trates, fent a governor, appointed by himfelf, not 
to rule generaily in the province, but one in each 
city of any confiderable confequence. To thefe 
governors he gave a new ñame, that of dukes. 
The firft that he fent to Rome was called a pre-
fident, but thofe who fucceeded him were called 
dukes like the reft. This title of duke, from the 
ñame of a military office, was reduced to the ñame 
ofadignity, which, at this day* is the principal 
one in Europe after the royal dignity. And thus, 
all the time that Narfette remained in Rome, after 
the expulfion of the Oftrogoths, the ckies of Tuf-
cany governed themfelves by their own magif-
trates, acknowledging no fuperior, until the ar-

5.66. rival of Longinus in 566, who, wjth his new go­
vernors or dukes, debiütated the forces, and de-
ftroyed the reputation of the empire, and the con-
fidence of the peopíe in their own militia, to fuch 
a degree, that the Longobards, under Albinus 
their king, found it eafy to ruin Tufcany, which 
they conquered, plundered, and oppreffed, fome-
times by the general power of their kings, and 
fbmetimes their dukes, fent to command in parti­
cular cities. Thefe LombálUs, from their proud 
hatred of the Romans, endeavoured.every where 
to change the laws, cuftoms, manners, and cfpe-
cially the language: in their time the Latin lan-
guage in ltaly was conrupted into that fpeech 

which 
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which is riów called the Italian, which is no othcr 
than the Latin corrupted by a mixture of the bar-
barous fpeech of thofe very Lombards, and fbme 
other nations, whoafter them governed in Italy j 
as the French and Spaniíh are fimilar corruptions 
of the Latin, the firft by a mixture with the lan-
guage of the Franks, and the laft of the Vifi-
goths and other barbarians. The Lombards held 
the domination of the major part of Italy more 
than two hundred years, when they were totalJy 
fubdued. Defideritis, who had been dukeof Tuf-
cany, and afterwards made king of Italy, was the 
laft Lombard king, and was totally deféated, and . 
fentprifoner to Lyons in France, by Charlemain, 
in 773. This great monarch having taken Pavia, 77«. 
which was the principal city and royal refidence 
of the kings of the Lombards, proceeded to 
many other ílrong places, which were held by go-
vernors of caftles and garrifons in the fervice of 
the king, or of particular lords of thefe places; 
thofe which furrendered, and fvvore obedience, 
were left under the command of their lords, but 
thofe which refifted, and were reduced by forcé, 
were given by Charlemain to fome of his barons 
or nobles, in reward of the fervices, virtues, and 
merits they had íhewn in the courfe of the war. 
More of the cities of Tufcany defended them-
felves than of any other parts of Italy, becaule 
they were better fortified, and therefore more 
French noblemen were planted here: thefe marry-
ing with original families in Siena, from thofe 
matches have ifiued rhe greateft part of the noble 
íamilies which have been, and ftill are, in thac city. 
They continued afterwards, many hundreds of 
years, to be lords of the fame caftles, until, by con-
tinual difcords, many families not only loft their 
eftates and commands, but became extinft, as will 

R 2 be 
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be fhewn in the fequel. Charles, for the greatnefs 
of his foul, and the multitude of his viflories, 
received the furname of Magnus, and was made 
Román emperor. As Longinus had broughc into 
Italy the title of dukes, the Lombards thofe of 
marquifes and caftaldi or bailifFs, the French now 
imported that of counts. Charlemain having 
arranged all things to his mind in Italy, fet out 
on his journey to return ; and paffing through Si­
ena, and being moved with the relation which he 
heard from thofe noblemen whom he had left 
there, of the fidelity and other good qualities of 
that people, and being touched alfo by their peti-
tions, he made them free, and determined that 
they Ihould not be fubjefted to the king, or any 
other power. This is the reafon, that in the divi-
fion oí Tufcany, afterwards made between Louis 
the Pious and Pafchal the pope, in which it was 
declared that Arezzo, Chiuli, Vokerra, Florence, 
Piftoia, Lucca, Pifa, and Luna, fhould be referved 
to the emperor, and Orvieto, Bagnarea, Viterbo, 
Sovana, Populonia, Rofeila, Perugia, Sutri, and 
Nepi, fhould belong to the ecclefiaftical fíate, 
that Siena is not found among the former or the 
latter: being free and independent, it was left in 
the enjoyment of it liberty; and as the nobles-
had procured from Charlemain fo great a favour, 
the people, in gratitude to them, and ignorant no 
doubt of any better form, left the government to 
them, and fuffered an optimacy to be eflablifhed. 
Siena was a long time governed by thefe noble­
men, and, as long as the fignori confifted of thele 
fucceflbrs of Charlemain in Italy and the em-
pire, all remained quiet in this city, as well as in 
the reft of Italy. This tranquillity continued to 
the time of Arnulphus, the laíl emperor of the 
houie of France, who was approved by the pope. 

At 
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At this time ambition, difcontent, and ill-humour, 
began to arife in Italy, from the weaknefs of the 
fuccefibrs of Charlemain ; and Berengarius duke 
of Friuli, and Guido, duke of Spoletta, afpiring 
at the empire and the kingdom of ItaJy, took 
arms againfh the emperor; and Berengarius fuc-
ceeded, declared himfelf emperor, and, by the 
favour of the Roman people, was made king of 
Italy ; in which digniries he was fucceeded by Be­
rengarius the Second and the Third. A conteft, 
however, arofe between the princes of Italy, 
France, and Germany, for the empire and the 
kingdom of Italy, which continued fixtyyears; 
and a Saracen invafion having been defeated by 
Albericus, he was declared by the pope duke of 
Tufcany, and acknowledged no fuperiority in the 
emperor, or France. Contentions foon arofe be­
tween him and the pope j and the Húngarians 
taking advantage of them, made inroads into Italy, 
plundered Tufcany, and ruined Volterra. The 
Romans, judgeing this calamity to proceed from 
the difcords between the pope and Albericus, af-
faffinated both. Such was the malignity ofthefe 
times, and Chriftian princes had deviated fo far 
from a virtuous conducir, and became a prey to 
ambition, avarice, and pieafure (powerful mini-
fters at all times ofevery kindof wickednefs)^ that 
determined, by means even of their vices, and with 
the higheft impudence, to occupy thofe dignities 
which their anceftors had acquired by religión, 
charity, and every Chriftian virtue, they devoted 
themfelves to continual difcords and bloody wars 
among themfelves; and the people, after their ex-
ample, having adopted their follies and vices, and 
emhroiled themfelves in tuefamedifTenfions, found 
themfelves ruined : for, having neither forces ñor 
virtues to defend their couritry, the Húngarians 
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committed, in a fhort fpace of time, greater ra^ 
vages in Tufcany than the other barbarous na-
tions had been able to do in 300 years. The Sa-
racens too, or Moors, broke in and deftroyed the 
fea coaft of Siena, took Jerufalem and Spain, un-
til they were defeated by Charles Martel in Italy, 
in 930, and by Ferdinand the Third in Spain, in 
1216. The city of Rofella was ruincd by the Sa-
racens, and its inhabitants fled to Siena, which 
madc it neccffary to enlarge the bounds of the 
city and take in the ancient caftle Montone, 
built at the time of the king Porfenna of Chiufi, 
who, defirous of aífifting Tarquin the Proud in 
his reítoration to Romc, fent to his aid two 
hundred infantry, and fifty cavalry; the former, 
taken from the caftle Montone, were command-
ed by Bacco Piccoiomo j and the latter, taken 
from the Oíd Caftle, by Perinto Cacciaconte: 
from thefe two captains are defcended the two 
moft ancient families in Siena, thofeofthe Picco-
lomini, and thofe of the Cacciaconti. Otho, the 
firft emperor of the Germán nation, but the fe-
cond of that ñame, expelied the laft of the Sara-
cens, and left an officer in Tufcany, who govemed 
it in his ñame with the tule of vicar of the em-
pire. 

The fucceflbrs of Otho followed the fame prac-
tice; but Siena, by the indulgence of Otho, main-
tained its independence under the government of 
its nobles, and its liberty was afterwards. by Otho 
the Third of the Germán nation, who had been 
ferved in his enterprife by a company of gentle-
men from Siena, confirmed with ampie privileges, 
and prefented with a new enfign of the white lion. 
Both the firft and the third Otho left many of their 
gentlemen in Siena, from whom are defcended fe-
veral of the noble and powerful families in that 
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city, where they fupported themfelves a long time, 
behaving virtuouíly and honourably in the fervice 
of their country. AU the inhabitants of the city 
and territory, living then in union and harmony, 
were comprehended under the ñame of che People, 
which has fince, from a genera! denominador), be-
come a particular and peculiar ñame of a facYíon 
called Popólo, thecitizens beingdividedintopar-
ties. Although the body of the city increafedon 
every fide, both in numbers and riches, it was ne-
verthelefs unable to enlarge its boundaries or ex-
tend its jurifdiétion : for having on one hand the 
lands of the church, and on the other the territo-
ries of the emperor, it could not go beyond its 
own limits. At this time were introduced much 
induftry, and many artificers, in confequence of an 
extenfive commerce. Befides other noblemen, 
the count Bandinello de Bandinelli, having agents 
and correfpondents in many parts of the Levant, 
imported large merchandifes, to his own great pro-
fit as well as the public utility, employing and 
maintaining a multitude of people in every kind of 
labour, and was in a great meafure the inftrument 
of directing this people to merchandile. The 
fame count Bandinello, moreover, being confuí, 
and defirous of difplaying the confular dignity and 
authority, gave orders that two commanders, or 
officers, qn all occafions of folemnity or ceremony, 
íhould go before the confuís, with thofe maces in 
their hands, and thofe fringes at their breafts, 
after the fimilitude of the liótors,who walked with 
their bundles of rods and with their axes before 
the confuís of Rome. He alfo ordered, that to 
the trumpets íhould he fixed thofe ftreamers of 
white and black taffety, which have been ever fince 
ufed by all the fupreme magiftrates who have 
fucceeded in the place of the confuís, and as the 
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fifers and trumpeters, wirh the red of the Um'úy 
and fervants of the magiftrate, in modern times, 
in the public palace, are cloathed in blue and 
green. 

I 0 Í 9 ' About the year 1059 contentions arofe betvveen 
the emperor Henry tríe Third, and the pope, who 
decreed him, an enemy to the church, and inter-
diifted him his empire and kingdoni; which quar-
rel was the reafon that the cities of Tufcany be-
gan to be agitated with feditions, fome of them 
declaring in favour of the emperor, and others, 
rebelüng againfl him, reduced themfdves to re-
publican governments, and attached themfelves to 
the pope, hoping by his affiítance to defendthem-
felves Kgainft the emperor, who would have op-
preíTed them. From this divifion originated the 
defire in the minds of the people to increafe their 
forces, that they might the more eafily refift the 
emperor if he íhould invade Tufcany with a de-
íign of reducing them to his obedience. To this 
end every city and caftle endeavoured to make 
itfelf mafter of thofe in its neighbourhood, or at 
leaíl to draw them to its ailiance, which involved 
them in frequent wars, and was the original of thofe 
difcords and enmities with which many cities of 
Tufcany werelong agitated, and which proved the 
ruin of fome, though it augmented the greatnefs 
of others. The Italians having remained long 
under the obedience of the Germán emperors, and 
having very rarely been employed in their wars, 
either bv them or their captains, negle¿led, in !b 
long and inaótive a kind of íervirude, the regula-
tions of their müitia : butnow, in danger of op-
prefllon from Conrad the Firíl, the cities, in order 
todefend themfelves, ordered a kind of chariot to 
be built, and called it The Triumphal Chariot 
CpV r̂ed w.th rofe-coloured cloth, with a large 
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fpear in the cerner, on which was difplayed a 
white ftandard, with two fcarlet (tripes, in a crofs, 
x. the middle of it; and on every fide of the car-
riage ftood a man, who held in his hand a cord 
fiftened to the top of the fpear, that neither the 
fosee of the wind ñor the weight of the ftandard 
might incline one way or another. The chariot 
was drawn by oxen covered with white, ahhough 
they varied the colours according to the preva-
lence of faélion in the city. The care and com-
mand of this chariot was given to one of the moft 
experience and ability in war, who uecame their 
capcain; and to him, for the purpofe of increafing 
his authority, was given by the public a íhield 
and a fword. But in the times which followed 
art;r the emperor Frederick the Firft, this office 
was called podefta;* and he was accompanied 
with eight trumpets, and one prieft, In this man-
ner the cicies of Lombardy, as weU as Tufcany, 
fentout their people to war, without entertaining 
any foldiers in pay : for thofe who were ordered 
out to war in thofe times, in Italy, went at their 
own expence, fo great was their affection to their 
country, as in the beginning the Romans did; 
wherever the triumphal chariot was found, therc 
were the head quarters of the captain, like the 
ptsetors among the ancients. With this manner 
of making war, confiding in the power of the fac-
tion they followed, and living by plunder, each 
city was ambitious, by forcé and by fraud, to in-
creafe its dominión, and declined no opportunity 
which occured of oppofing themfelves obfti-
nateiy to the moft powerful princes and veteraa 
armies, for thedefence of their own dignity, and 

* The Italian wrkers in Latín cali this office and officer, 
l»th, by the ñame of poteftas. 
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that of the party to vvhich they were devoted, 
Deriving from thefe motives, and from fuccefsful 
enterpriies, great courage and ardour, when Hen-
ry the Third, with his antipope, befieged Gregory 
the Seventh in his caftle, and, for fear of Robert 
Guifcard on his march to fuccour the pope, re-
tired to Siena, Florence took the part of the 
pope, and Siena that of the emperor, and from 
this principie arofe that irreconcileable hatred and 
enmity between thefe cides, which lafted fo long, 
and produced fo much war and bloodíhed. Upon 
this occafion a memorable bátele was fought, and 
afignalvictoryobtained, by the armyof Siena over 
thatof Florence. Certain perfons in this engage-
ment had been the firft to begin the aclion, and 
behaved themfelves fo bravely in it, that it was 
adjudged that their conducir had been the prin­
cipal caufe of putting to flight the Florentines. 
The rtpublic, in reward of their merit, and to in­
cite and inflame by this example the minds of 
others to act nobly in the fervice of their country, 
erefted, by a publie decree,, a very high tower by 
the fides of their houfes. The Greeks and Ro-
mans ufed to honour, by decreeing ftatues to thofe 
who performed fimilar achievements in the fer­
vice of the republie, rendering by this means their 
memories immortal; and they were more or lefs 
honoured according to the pofition in which the 
íbtue was placed, and the height and grandeur of 
the ftatue itfelf: wherefore they made ióme larger, 
and others fmaller j fome on horfeback, others on 
the groundj and to make the glory of others ftill 
more illuftrious, they fought the moft eminent ar-
tift, and placed the ftatues on columns, * know-

* Columnarum ratio erat attolli fupra caeteros mortales. 
PÜny. 

ing 
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ing that columns, anciently dedicated to men, were 
marlcs of honour and confpicuous tokens of im-
mortal glory;—and moved by thofe ancient ex-
amples, thole who governed the city of Siena 
having, by the long domination of the barbarians 
in Italy, loñ the arts of fculpture and painting, 
which were held in fo high eítimation by the an-
cients, as well as by the modern civilized nations, 
andnot beingable, for want ofartifts, to rnakefta-
tues or columns to honour thefe brave and virtu-
ous citizens, ordered thofe towers to be built. 
After which precedent, for fimilar merits and fer-
vices, afterwards manyothers were erected; among 
which was built by the public that of the Mala-
volti, in memory of thevirtue of Philip Malavol-
ti, captain of Siena in the Chriftian army of Cie-
ment the Third. This., like many others which 
had been raifed before, was habitable; and al-
though they were erecTed only as memorials of the 
honour due to greatnefs of foul, they were em-
ployed very often afterwards as fortifications for 
offence and defence, by the feveral parties, in their 
civil wars ; and permi ilion was afterwards grant-
ed by the public, to many gentlemen, to build 
towers at their own expence, as teftimonials of the 
nobility and fplendor of their families; and, un-
til long afterwards they were taken down by prder 
of Charles the Fifth, and the materials employed 
in a caftle which rhat tyrant built for himfelf, they 
were fo large and fohigh, as to be feen from a greac 
diftance, and made a moft beautiful appearance.—• 
In the unión of the Chriftian princes, in 1099, 1099. 
againft the Saracens, and in the army engaged in 
the enterprife againft Jerufalem, the city of Siena 
«ada thoufand men, under the command ofDo-
™inick and Boniface Gricci, noblemen of Siena, 
fíenry the Fourth3 after the death of Henry the 

Third, 
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IICOV Third, coming to Romefor the crown in noo , 
and renewing the difcords with the pope Pafcal 
the Second, and Gelafius his fucceíTor, and march-
ing to Rome with his armies, excited afreíh 
the iíl humours in Tufcany : but thefe not hav-
ing much energy, did not at that time produce 
effefts of much moment; yef, ftirred up from 
time to time by the difcords among the great 
princes, and other accidents, though they feem-
ed at times to be quieted, they broke out again, 
and were never wholly exdnguiíhed ; they rather 
proceeded to increaíe, and at laftdifcovering them-
íelves with greater malignity, they grew, from par­
ticular difputes between one city and another, to 

( themoft general and fanguinary faftions of all, or 
the greatell part of the territory of Tufcany, and 

-all the reft of Italy, making alliance among one 
another of thofe who were of the fame faóYion, 
againft other kagues among the fadlions who 
were their enemies. One party having íaken 
the ñame of Guelphs, and the other of Ghibel-
lines, thefe parties and divifions were not only 

. between one people and another, but, to complete 
the ruin and deftrudion, they cntered into the 
fame city, and fometimes into the fame family, 
till there was nota fpot of earth to be found 
whofe inhabitants were notdivided, and on which 
the citizens did not frequently meet in arms 

1137. againft each other; as it happened in 1137, and 
1147. in 1147, between the noble houfes in Siena, in 

which prívate interefts and party affeétions had 
infinitely more energy than thofe of the public. 
Although the nobles had fo long govemed and 
preferved this republic in peace, now blinded by 
ambition, they moft imprudently fuffered them-
felves to be led by ic. Thefe civil difcords having 
eritered, and being increafed and artificially fo-

mented 
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mented by the heads oí thofe plebeians who had 
artached themfeives, fome to one nobleman and 
fome to anotherj in the city, they began by vio-
Jence to endeavour to expel one another alter-
nately from the city.* By this means, coming 
frequently to blows, and meeting often in arms, 
they gave occafion to the plebeians, who wiíhed 
fornothing fo much, to ftudy the means, by little 
and little, of taking the government out of their 
hands, in the firm hope of being able to obtain it 
to themfeives, if not entirely, at leaft in part; for 
the gentlemen being in arms, and each party afraid 
of being overeóme by the other, ftrove to acqutre 
friends and adherents among the plebeians, whom 
by a more decent appellation they now cailed the 
People. Thac they might be able, with ftronger 
forces, to conquer their enemies, or at leaft fe-
cure themfeives from being conquered by them, 
neither party vvas willing, by refuñng the people 
a íhare in the government, to make them their 
enemies. They agreed therefore to give them a 
third part: wherefore, when they firft appointed. 
two confuís of noble houfes, who íhould annually 
govern the repubiic, it was ordained, that for the 
íuture they íhould appoint three, two of them to 
be noblemen taken from each faction, and the 
third from the people; and fometimes they made 
the number fix, obferving the fame diílribution : 
and this is the reafon why many perfons have be-
lieved that ccrtain families, which at this day are 
of the order of the nine,f finding that their an-
ceftors were made confuís in thofe times, were ori-
ginally noble, and that their anceftors were of the 
order of gentlemen, not knowing that the people, 

* Plebs eñ caeteri cives fine fenaíore. Pe Verb. Sigoif. 
f Dell ordine de nove. 

from 
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from whom the order of nine had their original} 
participated at that time, by a third part, in the 
government, and that from fome of thofe popular 
families, who held at that time the confuíate, are 
defcended thofe of the nine. The nobles, who at 
this day are denominated in Siena gentlemen, 
and who anciently, being very powerful, were 
fometimes called grandees, are fprung from a part 
t>f thofe ancient families, who in the firft in-
ftitution and ordination of the republic took 
upon them the government, which, with large 
additions to the city and its dóminions, they held 

1137« till the year 1137, when the plebeians, or more 
properly the people, firft began to enter into a 
íhare of the government of the ftate and pólice 
of the city: by this means, although thofe who 
had been in the public offices and dignities had 
acquired nobility to their defcendants, they had 
not however afiumed the ñame of nobles or of 
gentlemen. Although in Siena, as well as in all 
the other cities of Tufcany, the fa&ions of the 
nobles and the people long prevailed, they follow-
ed, as the moft favourable and leaft invidious, the 
name of popular: and thus, leaving uncorrupted 
the ancient nobility, perhaps to avoid the diftinc-
tion of greater and leíTer nobility, like that of 
nobles and patricians among the Romans, applying 
themfelves to their faílions, by the orders of 
which, at different times, they btgan to créate 
nobles, the people in procefs of time divided 
themfelves into three parties, one of which was 
called the people of the fmaller number, who 
were thofe of the order of the nine ; the fecond, 
the people of the middle number, who were called 
the order of the twelve j and the third, the peo­
ple of the greater number, who were called die 

1 ; order 
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order of reformers, who, as all the lefler people * 
concurred, with fome of the ancient houfes, under 
this denomination, were the moft numerous, as 
will be largely íhewn in its proper place. After 
thefe three popular faftions were created, out of 
thofe who were afterwards accepted into the go-
vernment, and acquired the civil rights, together 
wich thofe few houfes who wouid not follow the 
above-named faétions, another order, which was 
called the order of the people; and thefe, how-
cver they have been ennobled, took the ñame of no 
other fadtion buc the popular : as anciently in 
Rome it happened, that the patricians and ancient 
nobles had always the ñame of nobles, and the 
plebeians, ib called by the Romans, although they 
had been confuís and diclators, and had enjoyed 
triumphs, were for ever called plebeians, until by 
Julius Csefar, Auguílus, and Claudius, the empe-
rors, lome families were added to the number of 
patricians. The greater part of the families of 
nobles, who by Romulus were denominated the 
greater race, and of thofe who were added by 
Tarquinius Prifcus, and were afterwards by Li-
cius Brutus called the lefler race, being aíready 
extinguilhed, this diftinélion was preferved in the 
Román fenate, where the fathers were under-
ílood to be thofe who were of patrician houfes, 
and fathers confcript thofe who had been added 
and recorded in the number of fenators; and thus 
fometimes plebeians, by conceífions of princes, 
acquired the ñame of nobles. Thefe orders were 
M all refpeds contrary to thofe which were ufed 
at this time in the cities of Tufcany, which, being 
governed by the multitude, did not admit the 

* II popólo minuto. 
nobles 
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nobles to honours, ñor to the adminiftration oí 
the republic, if, firtr. renoimcing their nobility, 
they did not acquire the privilege o í being of the 
people; fuch was in that age the odium againfk 
the ñames of nobles among thofe who g-overned 
the republics of Tufcany, from the jealoufy and 
terror that were entertained of their greatnefs: 
and this we may well fuppofe was the great reafon 
why thofe firtt popular characters, and the others 
who follovved after them, d:d not care to acquire 
the ñame of noblemen or gentlemen; on the con-
trary, they exerted themfelves with all diügence, 
by the laws and by all their actions, b y extermi-
nation and deftruátion of one family after another, 
to deftroy totally the memory of all the noble 
houfes of the gentlemen, in fuch manner that the 
greateft part of them are éxtinguiíhed. Among 
the few that remained were the Bifdomini, the 
Tegoiei, the Floridi, who were original inhabi-
tants of the city, and lived in that third part of it 
which was called the Oíd Caílle, with many other 
noble famiües which are enumerated. In another 
third part of the city, named the Third of Saint 
Martin, inhabited the noble famiües of Jazzani, 
Trombetti, Guaftelloni, Sanfedonii, and others: 
in the remaining third, called the third of Camul-
lia, lived the Galierani, Scricciuoli, Arzochiii, 
Mignanelli, 8cc. There was another difiinction of 
five families, who were counts, and lived indtf-
ferently in any part of the town, who were called 
the greater houfes, as the counts Ardenghefd, 
Guigliefchi, Scíalenga, Cácciaconti, and Valcor-
tefe. There were other famüies, who, becaufe 
very numeious, had the privilege of having two 
members from each family in the magiltracy, 
whiie the other could have but one, as the Picco-
lomini, Tolommei, Malavolti, Salembeni, and 

Saracenij 
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Sáfaceni; and in the fame proportíon they might 
have feats in the council of a hundrcd gentlemen> 
to whom were added, in this rcfbrmot the ñate* 
fifty popular members. ThiscoünCil wasrenewcd 
once in two years^ and íbmetimes every year; and 
was eleéted by the general council, one member 
frorn each family, with ampie authority. In this 
council, which was to afiemble at leaft once a 
mohth, they confulted of all afTairs of the moft 
ferious nature and the greateft importance. Under 
this form of government Siena continued fof lome 
time, and following the imperial party, they me* 
ditated to pofléls themíelves of the caílle of 
Radicofani, then pofiefíed by the chUrch, ptétend-
ing thac it had been given to the biíhop and 
peopleof Siena by the count Manente di Viconti 
di Campiglia, before i i38; but this expedition ll3°* 
failed. In this year the inhabitants of Siena and 
Aretini united with Conti Guidi, whofe caftle of 
Monte alia Croce they relieved from a fiege of 
the Florentines. The Conti Guidi were lords of 
many caftles iü Cafentino, and one part of Val-
derno, and had been decorated with the title of 
counts by Otho the emperor, after he had libe-
rated Italy from the lordfliip of Berengarius the 
Third, when one of the family who carne with 
him from Germany married a lady of Florence, 
from which marriage defcended the houfe of Conti 
Guidi. We may pafs over the bloody wars and 
vañety of vidtories and defeats between theíé two 
cides of Siena and Florence ; but when Frederick 
Barbarofla carne into Italy they made a trace, and 
new laws and confederations were made between 
the people of Tufcany. The Florenrines, Luc-
chefe, Pratinfians, and lords of Carfagna, enteredk 
into one league j and the inhabitants of Siena, 
Pila, Piftoia, and Aretina, and the Conti Guidi, 
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into another: and becaufe the Sienefe hací íhewn 
themíelves, in the diffenfions which had happened 
in times paft between the popes and the empe-
rors, favourable to the empire, the pope Adrianr 
attentive tothearrivalofFrederick, with much fo-
licitude completed the fortrefs, and part of the 

1154. walls of the territory of Radicofani. In 1154 
Frederick was crowned at Rome, after long dil-
putes with the Romans, and returned to Germany 

1155. in 1155. The Sienefe, by the fimilitude of af-
fections, being of the fame faélion, acquired a ju-
rifdiclion over Poggibonzi, an eighth part of 
which caftle had been given them by the count 
Guido Guerra. This caftle was afterwards, in 
1268, taken by Charles king of Naples, and given 
to the Florentines, and by them demoliíhed, as 

* always friendly or fubjeft to the Sienefe, and a re-
ceptacle of Ghibellines. 

1158. -ín 1158 Frederick carne a .fecond time into 
Italy. The Sienefe, being in difference with the 
count of Orgia, and other lords their neighbours, 
who held many ftrong caftles very near to Siena, 
fome of which were demoliíhed by the Sienefe, 
the lords of thefe caftles were defirous of re-
buildingthem; but Frederick granted to the Sie­
nefe the privilege, that neither thofe counts, ñor 
any other lords, ñor their fuccefíbrs, íhould re-
build any caftle, or fortrefs, within twelve miles-
of their city. As it is a íketch of the laws, their 
viciffitudes and variations, that we are attempt-
ing, we have nothing to do with wars or difputes 
between popes and antipopes, the church and 
the empire, ñor with the acceffions of Staggia or 

1167. Orgia to Siena. I n n 6 7 Frederick returns to 
Italy, and confirma all the privileges and dona-
tions which had been before made to Siena. The. 
fourth, fifth, and fixth journey to Italy, and all 
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the \vars, and truces, and peaces, between Florcncc 
and Siena, may likewife be oniittcd ¡ though in 
the laft, which was in 1Í84, he fbund enemies in 1184, 
the Sienefe, his old friends. Accordjng to fome 
writers, this ftrange revolution was in 1186, and 1186» 
the caufes of it deferve to be examined and ex-
plained. * 

Charlemain) as has been before related, left the 
government of Siena in a fingle afiembly of he-
reditary nobles, who, no doubr, as they had pro-
ciired the independence of the city by their intereíl 
and interceífion, thought ic their own, and entailed 
on their pofbrrity for ever. While the people con-
fidered thefe rulers as their benefactors, to whom 
they ovved fo much; while the nobles wereunited, 
and the city continued with conftancy faithful to 
the emperors, all wenc fmoothly on j at leaft no 
hiítory appears to the contrary: but in a courfe 
of timej when the nobles became divided into 
parties, each of which courted the people, not fo 
much from humanity, patriotifm, or love bf li-
berty and equality, as becaufe their bones and 
fmevvs were wanted in the civil wars, the peoplej 
with very good reafon, began to demand a íhare, 
and to take a hand in the game. Buthow? Not 
in any proportion which could give them a con-
troul, or a power of feif-defence, or even much 
influence; but by claiming one in three confuís, 
and fifty in one hundred and fifty fenators. Ab-
folute power was ítill ín the noble hundred, and 
the people, by cheir members, only became nearer 
witnefTes of their own infignificance, and ofthe 
arbitrary difpofition of their noble malters. This, 

* Malavolti, üb. iv, p. 36. Giovanni VillaniChroniche 
Fiorentine, lib. v. MiMratori, Rer. Italic. Scrip. tom. xv, 
Chionica Sanefe de Andrea Dei. Muratori, Differtatione, 50. 
Muratori, Annal. tom. vii. anno 1186, p. 56. 
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therefore of courfe irritated the people, and gave 
thern able leaders, while it increafed the motives 
of the factions in each party of the nobles to ca-
refs thern ÍIH1 more. In coníequence of this, the 

1186. public councils and conducir, in 1186., began to 
be unfteady, and a ftrong fadtion appeared fbr the 
pope againft the emperor. Philippo Malavolti, 
Palmerio Malagalla, and Guido Maizzi, were this 
year confuís. The emperor, defirous of paffing 
through the town, the Guelphs had acquired fo 
much influence as to íhut the gates againft him, 
and even to attack and defeat his army : but as 
íbon as he was prepared to puniíh thern for this 
offence, certain orators were lent to him, by thofe 
in the government, to excufe the fault, and to beg 
his pardon. They faid, the refiftance to his ma-
jefty had been occaíioned by the fury of the peo-
pie, who rofe in a tumult very much againft the 
will of their governors, who had always been 
faithfully devoted to him. The emperor received 
thern gracioufly, and confirmed their privileges 
Under íbme ievere conditions, moved however to 
this grace, according to the cuítom of the great 
princes, more by his own intereft, than by any 
conñdence he liad in their profeffions : but as he 
was now intent upon an enterpriie into the Levant 
againft the Turks and Saracens, he wiíhed to leave 
all things in tranquillity in Italy. lntending, on 
his return, to make himfelf mafter of the king-
doms of Sicüy and Naples, he was defirous of 
preferving peace in the cides of Italy, already 
rriendly to him ; and by reconciiing the others, to 
acquire more friends and followers, who might af-
íift him, and remove all obftacles to his enter-
prife. With this view, he fent Henry his fon, 
already ele¿led king of the Romans, into Italy, 
with great pomp and authority, who pretended to 
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be fávourable to the Sienefe, and granted .them 
the power, under the imperial authority, to elect 
confuís, as they had been long ufed to do ; but 
thofe who íhould be elefred, wereobliged to ac-
ccpt the inveíliture of their confuíate, without ex-
pence, from the king himfelf, or the emperor, or 
their fucceflbrs, if in Italy; if not, from their lé­
gate or vicar in Tufcany ; and if there flionld be 
no imperial légate in Tufcany, the confuís elect 
were obliged to go in a body, or a part of them, 
or fend an ambaffador, to demand the inveíliture 
of the emperor, or whorver fhould be king of the 
Romans. In 1187, Jerufalem was befieged by 
Saladin; and Siena fent five hundred of her young 
men, under the command of Philip Malavolti, in 
the Chriftian army raifed for its rejief. Henry, 
on 'his return from this expedition, was by the 
pope declared emperor, and inyefted in the king-
tíoms of Naples and Sicily, upan condjtion that 
he would recover it from Tanered, the fon of Ro-r 
ger the Fourth of the houfe of Normandy, heir 
of William, king of England, who died in this 
crufade. Whiie the pope and the emperor were 
occupied in this enterprife, and all Italy was filled 
with arms and rumours, and fo many gentlemen 
of Siena were abfent in the wars, the people of 
Siena thought they had a fávourable opportunity 
to endeavour, with fecurity, to take {he govern-
ment of the republic out of the hands qf the con­
fuís, and, by a reformation of the ftate, introduce 
a new form of a popular government. The pie-
beians tumultuoufly rifing, with great impetuofity 
fiewtoarms; but the gentlemen, who had fore-
feen the infurrection, had prudeqtly afíémbled in 
the public walks, and provided themfelves with at-
tendants and arms, that they might be able to op-
pofe the people, and defend the dign'ty of the 

S 3 government. 



»7^ Sienaé 

governmcnt, The heads of the popular fa&ion» 
perceiving that thcir defign could not fucceed by 
forcé, put a ftop to the tutnult, but ftood armed 
in feveral parts of the city. The moft refpefta-
ble citizens of each partv, meeting half way be-
tween the two bodies, effedled a reconciliation fo 
far, that both fides agreed to lay down their arms ; 
and it was agreed, that if any one would demand 
or requeft that any thing íhould be correcled or 
reformed for the public fervice, he íhould pi opofe 
it civilly, without the terror of arms ; and if it 
íhould be judged an error or a grievance by the 
council, there íhould be no difficulty in obtaining 
its amendment or redrefs; and, with copious rea-
fonings, they demonftrated the jdiforders which 
muft arife from fuch commotions, with arms in 
their hands, to demand deliberations upon new 
}aws, becaufe the multitude, always naturally de-
íirous of feeing new things, are never contented 
with what they poífefs, and having obtained one 
objeft of purfuit, they fuddenly look for another, 
fetting neither bounds ñor laws to their appetites, 
and upon every little accident, which is always ir» 
the power of any one to excite, they fly, accord-
ing to their prefent paífions, prejudices, necefii-
ties, or inclinations, to burglaries , robberies, and 
conflagration, many examples of which have been 
feen in Siena, as well as other cities ; and no me-
thod of fuppreffing an unbridled populace has 
been hitherto invented without manifelt and uni-
verfal danger. They moreover took into coníi-
deration, that, from the vicinity of Florence, in 
times fo agitated, both parties ought to be fenfi-
ble into what ruin they might fall, while they 
were engaged at home in contending with each 
other: and had it not been for this danger, the 
Bobles were, at that time, fo fuperior in power 

Í9 
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to the plebeíans, that they would not have fub-
mitted to this infolence, ñor Jet efcape this op-
portunity of putting an end tofuch feditions, by 
chaftiíing the authors of this. They only adviied 
the confuís to cali together the council the next 
day. When together, they deliberated and de-
bated upon a variety of fubjeótsj but, after many 
conteíls, they concluded upon nothing but this : 
In order to fatisfy the ambition of two or three 
perfons who aipired to be confuís, it was deter-
mined, that, inftead of three confuís, there íhould 
in future be fix, obferving the fame diftribution of 
two thirds noblemen, one third of whom vvere to 
be of the Ghibelline faction, and one third popu­
lar members. By this meafure, they quieted the 
minds of the ambitious and envious for this year : 
but the year following, at the new election of con­
fuís, frefh innovations would have been attempted, 
if, at that time, thofe Sienefegentlemen, who had 
been to Afía at their own expence, had not re-
turned in triumph, to the univerfal joy of the 
wholecity. This event quieted the minds of thofe 
who were addifled tacivil dilcord. As the creation 
of fix confuís had produced no other effeér. than 
to increafe the difficulty of aíTembling them to­
gether, and of concludingdeliberations by deciding 
quefttons, it was now refolved to have only three ; 
and in this way they went on, varying the num-
ber according to the times and the buíinefs. 

In 1194, and 1195, the commerce of the city 1194. 
was much increafed by emigrants from Milan; the 1195. 
manufactures in wool were introduced j the great 
fountain and aqu^du.cl: was built^ as well as the 
palace. 

In 1197, the conti Scialenghi were made to fubv- 1197. 
mit and fwear allegiance to Siena, for aU the 
lands and caftles, as il Monte Sante Marie, Monte 
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Bello, Monte Martino, Monte Bernardo, Monte 
Franco, &c. and the Cacciaconti, Cacciaguerra, 
Tancredi, Guido, Ranieri, Barnardino, Aldobran-

» diño, Renaldo, counts of Scialenghi, where ad-
mitted citizens of Siena. The inhabitants of 
Afciano alfo fubmitted. The count Napoleonc de 
Viconti di Campiglia, the counts Guigíiefchi, and 
the counts Ardcghefchi, alfocapituiated. The in­
habitants of Montalcino, who had frequently ex-
cited quarrels between Siena and thefe counts, 
now difcovered much animoficy, and preparations 
were made for war, to bring them to fubrniííion ; 
and that civil diffenfions might not interrupt the 
cnterprife, and to quiet the minds of many, who 
defired that military matters íhould be feparated 
from the civil and political, and that the confuís 
íhould have nothing to do but attend to affairs of 
ftate, and government of the city, they made an 
election of a foreign nobleman, who, with impe­
rial authority, íhould have the care of all civil 
and criminal caufes, having judges, afléflbrs, and 
other oificers in his family, convenient for fuch an 
office. This magiílrate they calied podefta, from 
the power and authority granted to the cities of 
Italy to créate fuch an officer by the emperor 
Frederick the Firft, at the peace of Conftance in 
I i 8 j , and to the Sienefe in particular by Henry 
the Sixth in 1186, when he carne into Italy as 
vicar to his fathcr Frederick. And befides the ju­
dicial authority, in civil and criminal caulés, the 
podefta had the government and command of the 
army in cafe of war. The firft who was eledled 

foddi». podeíla of Siena was M. Orlando Malaprefa of 
Lucca, for one ycar, and he entered on his office 

1199. the firft of January 1199, according to tbe or-
der of che city. The Sienefe were defirous of an 
accommodation with the Floretio.es, that they 

might 
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mlght not be molefted by them in the enterprife 
they mt-ditated againft Montalcino. The difcords 
among the princcs of Germany upon the elecYion 
of an emperor, and the revolution of empire 
in Conftancinople, are not much to our prefent 
purpofe. 

In 1201 a perpetual alüance, ofFenfive and de» 1201, 
fcnfive, was concluded between Florence and Sie-
nâ  Philip Malavolti being podeíta, by which the 
inhabitants of Montalcino were declared enemics 
ofbuth. In 1202 the army of Siena made them» j20«u-
felves mafters of their fortrefs and territory. The 
counts Ardenghefci refuled to furniíh their quota 
to this expedition, which excited the refentment 
of the city againft them, and at length a war. 
The cities of Tufcany, that lived and were go-
verned as republics, remained iong without any 
palace, or other public place in which they could 
aíremble their magiftrates and councils; they were 
thcrefore fummoned to meet fomctimes in onc 
church, and fometimes in another, according to 
the changes of the firft man in the office of con­
fuí, until the eftabliíhment of the office of the 
nine, at which time a palace was built. The firft 
confuí ufually colleéted the reft in his own parilh 
church, as the Romans long congregated their fe-
nate, fometimes in one temple, fometimes in an­
other, according to the nature of the bufinefs on 
which they were to delibérate. Another quarrel 
foon arofe between Florence and Siena, at the con-
clufion of which the latter were obliged to rclin-
quifli Poggibonzi, whofe inhabitants praifed the 
Florentines very highly, while they reproached 
with bitternefs the Sienefe. The arbitrators, or 
agents, who fettled this difpute, were very ill re-
ceived on their return; and the praifes of Fío-
fence, which they heard repeated, diípkafed them 
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as much as the reproaches of themfelves. Thefc 
excited great heats, refencments, and perfonal al-
tercations, not only among the common people, 
but among all the noble houfes which had given 
their opinions againft making the ceííion of Pog-
gibonzi. The difputes upon this occaüon vvent 
lo far, that many perfonal enmities grew out of 
them, and parties frequently carne to blows, and 
bloody combats in arms, by which many factions 
were generated, who frequently fighting with each 
other, produced a numbcr of atrocious actions and 
firandalous crimes. The w'ifeft men, thofe whocon-
fidér more the end than the beginning of things, 
3 characler peculiar to prudent men, were hardly 
able to invent a remedy, or by the interpofition 
of the public authority to preferve the peace, 
The city remained a long time wonderfully agi-
tated, the citizens having no confidence in one 
another, ftanding in continual fufpicion, and daily 
expectación of further diforders, tumults, and fe-
ditions. Thefe diftraélions delayed the expedición 
againft Montepulciano, which however was at 

1204. length, in 1204, undertaken; when difíenñons 
aroíé among all the cities of Tufcany upon the 
queftion, whecher Montepulciano was within the 
dominión or country of Siena, it wascuítomary 
to fettle.fuch difputes by a congrefs or parliament 
of reclors from all the cities of the kague or 
company of Tufcany; and fuch deputies were now 
appointed, who, after hearing the parties, and 
examining witneffes, determined in favour of Sie­
na. It was a cuftom of the emperors to maintain 
a vicar in Tufcany, wholived and held a courtin 
San Maniato Altedefco, who gave an account of 
the caufes which had an appeal to the emperor, 
and received the rents, taxes, tolls, cuíloms, tri­
butes, and other gifts, all which the jurifts cali by 
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one word, regalía; and when it happened that the 
emperor fent no vicar to the province, he fenr. 
nuncios to particular cities, and called them counts 
of thofe places to which he fent them, with the 
fame authoritv, This method of colleóiing too-e-
ther and making a congrefs, which was uled in 
thofe times by the cities of Tuicany, was gene-
rally very ufeful to the whole province, bccaufe 
the fectors {(o they called the reprefentatives who 
compofed the congrefs) as foon as they underftootl 
that a difference had arifen between one city and 
another, although they were íbmetimes of difíerent 
and contrary faclions, exerted themfelves, accord-
ing to the obligations of their magiftracy, with 
extreme düigence, to bring them to an accommo» 
dation; and if fometimes their endeavours to 
adjuít the difference did not fucceed, and the war 
was profecuted, the congrefs neverthelefs ñoém 
firm, and the reclors did not fail to do every thing 
in their power for the univerfal benefit, and ai all 
times appeared togedier in parliament for the 
publie bufmefs which oceurred, and to make their 
elections, at the ftated petiods, of new reclors, 
whoiiad no authority alone in their countries, but 
only while they were affembled with the rectors 
of the other cities. As it was their duty to be 
always attentive to the common utility, if fo many 
people, for their private interefts, excited by the 
ambition of dominión, or by avance, two quali-
ties very unfiiendly to peace, had not departed 
from this fcederal order, the ruin of fo many re­
pública had not perhaps been effected j but as the 
trien of that age were little accuftomed to reflecr 
íion, and had lefs prudence in providing for futu-* 
r¡ty, they were (lili lefs folicitous to leave, by the 
means of letters, the memory and hiítory of their 
limes, fo that only a confufed notion of a few 

particulars 
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particulars remain at this day, not only of this 
confederation, but of an infinite number of other 
great eveats and inftitutions. 

I2o6. In iao6 followed the difcords between Philip 
of Suevia, and Otho of Saxony, and their con-
tention for the empire, in which Philip was fupe-
rior; which was followed bv wars with the Sara-
cens, and between Siena and Florence, in which 
the army of the former was defeated at Montalto. 

1209. In 1209 the king of the Romans came into lia-, 
fyj and confirmed the privileges of Siena, parti-
cularly thofe of eleéling confuís, coining monej», 
and adminiftering juftice, referving appeals, and 
other conditions exprefled in the grant of Henry; 
but declaring, that J acornó Aldobrando, and 
Henry, fons of Alclibrandino Guifeppi, and other 
nobles who held feignories in the county of Siena, 

^br their fubjefts, fhould be under the podefta of 
the city. The confuís endeavoured to divert the 
minds of the people, now at peace with Florence, 
by employing them in rebuilding the caftles, and 
reftoring the ftrong places belonging to the re? 
public ; but they found it imponible to fupprefs 
or divert the ambition of the popular multitudr, 
who,feeling themfelves reüeved from foreign wars, 
would be employed in domeftic feditions. A» 
they were at liberty to choofe the podefta, either 
ffom foreigners or from the nobility of Siena, the 
choice was generally made from among the latter. 
The people thought, that the introducción of this 
office had rather been a I0I5 than an acquifition to 
them; and that the nobles, by means of «, had 
aggrandized themfelves. They infifted, that this 
íhould be correfted in the order of choofing the 
podefta; and to remove all occafion of difiennons, 
and maintain the public tranquillity, the gentle-

IZltt roen concurred, in 1211, in a new law, thatthe 
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podefta fhould, for the future, always be a fbreigne*. 
It is eafy to lee that the pride of moft of the noblet 
concurred with, if it did not excite this popular 
humour; for the jealoufy and envy of the nobles 
can never bear to fee one of themfeives elevated 
much above the reft. Regardlefs of equalicy 
among the people, and irreconcileable enemies to 
any appearance of it between the people and 
themfeives, they muft always be peers, or equals 
among one another; and when a king, or any 
other firft magiftrate, muft be placed over them, 
they always prefer the introduction of a foreigner 
to the elevation of one of their own body. Buc 
it does not always happen in thefe cafes, that by 
taking away the caufe, the effecl is removed. 
Thofe who are grown invetérate in the habits of 
difienfion, without having any regard to the pub-
üc good, and without the leaft caufe of complaint, 
will find mcans of interrupting and difturbing 
good order. The people had obtained whatever 
they demanded, yet they would not lay down their 
arms; and the multitude appearing in continual 
iflfurreftions, fome terrible cataftrophe was appre-
hended, and would have occurred, if the nobles 
had not likewiie reíbrted to arms, and, with a 
grcat concourfe of thofe who wiftied for peace and 
order, had not marched through the city. This 
proceflion fpread a terror among the feditious, 
who, from fear, laid down their arms, and returned 
to their houfcs. Upon this the government was 
re-aflumed, and confirmed by the puniíhment of 
many of thofe who had becn the heads of this 
commotion. The firft who was created podefta, 
according to the new law, was M. Guido di Ra-
nuccio da Orvieta. 

In 1221, Frederick the Second, after his coro- 1221. 
flation, having granted many favours to feveral 

lords 
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lords and cities of the Ghibelline party, renewed 
and enlarged the privilegesof Siena, of adminifter-
ing iuftice, of paying the gabells or impoíls only 
at the gates of the city, of coining money, and oí 
exemption from all cuftoms and tributes in the 
country. Thefe exemptions and privileges per-
haps occafioned a demand of fimilar favours 
which was at this time made by the territories tri-
butary to Siena, fuch as Chiuci, Montelatrone, 
Montepinzuto, Potentino, Luriano, Vico, the 
lands of the abbey of St. Antimo, and other places, 
But as this demand occafioned a civil war, and 
Siena raifed a forcé both of horfe and foot, which 
they were ill provided to refift, they capitulated. 

1222. In 1222 the count Ranieri da Travale,originally 
of the Morea, in the Peloponnefus, was made a 
citizen of Siena, and annexed the lands and caftles 
he had purchafed to their dominión. From him 
are deícended the counts of Elci, Montingegnoli, 
and Fuofini. But the city, vvhen k was not at 
war with Florence, ñor againfl the pope, ñor en-
gaged in cruíades, ñor in rebelüon againfl: the em-
peror, was almofl: continually engaged in difputes 
and wars with the mauntains, caftles, and lords 
in its neighbourhood, though in alliance widi>it, 
or under its dominión ; and whenever a moment 
of perfcét peace occurred, feditions and turnults 
broke our. With the conqueíl of Grofetto, and 
an increafe of jurifdicYion, Siena had excited much 
cnvy in a part of thofe cities of the Guelphs,. in 
Tnfcany, Florence, Lucca, Orvieto, and Penegia, 
which were in a league againfl the other confcde-
ration of the Ghibellmes, which were Siena, Pifa» 
Arezzo, and Piftoia. The íbrmer took meafures 
to oppofe the Sienefe in their favourite enterprife 
againfl: Montepulciano, and this occafioned a feries 
•f altercations and wars, not only among thele 
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cities, but vvith the lords of the mountains, too 
long to be related; but at laft Montepulciano was 
taken, and peace concluded. The cities of Tuf-
cany, now in profound peace, and all apprehenfions 
oí its interruption removed by the prefence of the 
emperor in Italy with a powerful army, the Sienele 
thought themfelves fecure from the ftratagems as 
well as invafions of their enemies. This fenle of 
fecurity awakened in the minds of the popular 
multicude in the city of Siena the fame defire of 
making themfelves mafters of the internal govern-
ment of the republic, which at former times they 
liad entertained. The principal heads of this fac-
tion, in their confultations on the project, anddif-
courfing on the means of carrying it into execu-
tion, found among themfelves a great variety of 
opinions, from whence arofe violent diflenfions. 
From this arofe two circumílances, which prevent-
ed the fcandalous diforders which ufually happen 
in fuch cafes. The firft was, a delay of the con-
clufions and refolutions; the fecond was, that in 
this interval it was not pofíible to keep the plot 
fo fecret and concealed, that no intimations íhould 
be given to the nobility of what was meditated to 
their difadvantage, and the manifeft danger of the 
whole city, jf to íbch an end the people íhould 
recur to arms. When the nobles had diícovered 
and confidered the fituaüon and the danger they 
were in, not only from thefe commotions, buc 
from the hatred which, in the wars of fo many 
years with Florence and Orvieta, they had pro-
voked in the minds of their inhabitants, from 
iuch prudent confiderations it was determined to 
treat civilly with the popular party, without the 
buftle of arms, left they íhould be ¿nvolved at 
°nce in a war both at home and abroad; and as 
the popular party, from che fame motives, concur­

ren 
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ttx\ with the nobles, that the innovátion íhould be 
made in their civil robes rather than in armour, it 
was agreed that the council íhould be affembled. 
Here rhey deliberated and debated on the mode of 
reforming the government of the city. As the 
popular parry faw no poffibility of obtaining to 
themfelves exclufívely the government, as they had 
at firft prqje&ed and reafoned among themfelves, 
they demanded, that, in addition to their third part 
in the council and magiftracy, it íhould be left to 
thedifcretionof the council themfelves to choofethe 
other part of the m3giftrates, and fifry more rrrem-
bers at leaft of the council, out of the nobles of 
people, at their pleafure. To this the nobles woüld 
not agree, and many of them oppofed it with fuch 
efficacious reafons, as made it appear unreafonabie 
to the popular party themfelves, and the petition 
was neither granted ñor countenanced by many 
votes. Tolomei, Malavolti, Buonfignori, and 
Gaílerani, were the principal fpeakers among the 
nobles; and their eloquence wasemployedto per-
íüade the popular party, that they ought to be 
contented with the fhare they already enjoyed in 
the republie, and efteem themfelves under obliga-
tions to the memory of their grandfathers, who 
had ib bcnevolently embraced them, and taken 
them into their fociety ; and having received ft> 
great a favour from the nobiíity, who had received 
them into an equality with themfelves, it would 
have been a more rational and becoming conduft 
to have demonftrated their gratitude, by acknow-
ledging the benefaítion, and co-operating har-
monioufly in the publie fervice, in the imminent 
danger which they faw over the commonweajth, 
rather than excite every day frelh feditions. That 
they rnight well know that thofe who had heldthe 
government hitherto, were not men of fopoor ca-
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pacities, as to have orcafion,. in the adminiftratioa 
ofthere public, for the aíüíhinceof fo great a num-
ber of new men, for the moit part ufelefs, ormore 
properly pernicious, by their contracted under-
ífandings and fmall experier.ce> Thac their pro-
ject was the more alarming, as they propofed to 
make the magiíirates fo very numerous ; becaufe 
it had been feen, in numberlefs examples, and ex-
perience had found it an iníalHble obfervation, 
that ftates had been feldom well governed by the 
muititude, in whofedeliberations, befidesotherim-
perfefcions, the opinión of the moír. ignorant and 
incapable weighs as much as that of the moft 
prudent and experienced. Thofe cities which had 
rafhly committed the government to the muiti­
tude, had, to their misfortune, more frequently 
experienced revolutions in the ftate, than thofe 
which reílritted the government to a few: for aU 
though, to a fuperficíal view, the equality of the 
citizens in the public deliberations, where the votes 
are num'oered, but neither weighed ñor meafured, 
might appear a jult and reafonable thing; yet to 
any man who maturely renefted on the fubjecTr, it 
inuft appear in a very different üght. As to the 
mode of making the eleílions of.magiftrates, if it 
were poffible to concede to the people the íhare 
they demanded, thefe orators demonllrated that it 
muft prove pernicious to the commonwealth. The 
method propofed was a way to take from the 
council the free powerof crearingthe magiílrates, 
the propofed law impofing the neceffky of creat-
ing one third of them from one faction exclufively, 
and taking away the difcretionary right of ele&ing 
thofe who, according to the occafions and times 
of war or of peace, might be the beft quaüfied to 
difcharge the duties of their office. It was affirm-
e<¿, that in a very little time ¡t vvould be feen,. that 
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not only the nobles, who had /rom the beginníng 
ruled, and with fo much virtue and dignity ag-
grandized their country, but even that thofe po­
pular families, who for a fpace of an hundred 
years had honourably governed and profpered with 
thcm, would by this innovation be thrown crut of 
the government. That this invention, as now 
propofed, as was eafy to be perceived, had no other 
end in view than to introduce a government of 
new men, by pulling down thofe who had hither-
to maintained it; becaufe, as the council in the 
eleétion of officers was bound by neceffity always 
to eleci a third portion from the popular order, it 
might and would foon happen, that of the other 
portion, either ail, or at leaft a part, would be po­
pular members, new perfons, and unexperiencedin 
adminiftration; and the nobles, and thofe aecuf-
tomed to government, would be depofed, to the 
grievous lofs and misfortune of thepublic. When 
it was admitted that every citizen, without diftinc-
tion, might be admitted to honours and to govern­
ment, is it not better that the council lhould have 
the free faculty of making their elections of per­
fons apt for their offices, that men may be ex-
cired by this motive to habitúate themfelves to 
honourable exercifes and virtuous courfes ? That 
to impofe the neceffity of elecling another, who 
knows that he muft be eleéted at all events, is to 
take away from him every incentive to virtuous 
behaviour. This would be precifely the way of 
beftowing honours on íloth inftead of virtue, and 
to give the eftabliíhment of magiftrates to the 
laws, not the appointment to the council, who 
will be for the moft part forced to make the elec-
tion contrary to their judgements and inclinations> 
an indignity too great to be offered to thatfe-
nate. 

To 



To this harangue it vvas anfwered, on the part 
of the popular faction, by William Gollucei, who Gollurcu 
faid, that the nobles ought not to difdain.to have 
the people afibciated wich them m the govern-
rnenc of the commonvvealch, among many other 
reafons, becaufe they very well knew they had it 
not riow in their power to fay, what had been af-
firmed by their grandfathers, when in the begin-
ning they refufed to admit the peopie to any íharej B 
that popular men are not fit to exercife magiftra-
cies, ñor to rule in the councils of the city ; for 
having, fince 1135, govemed in concert with themj 
participating only in a third part, they had given 
fuch affiitance, that tbe city was greatly increafed 
in dominión, riches, and population, as was evi-
denc to all meri: fo thac their foclety might be 
faid to hdve been oí the greateft public utiiity : 
and the fáme benefits, and ftill greater, might be 
expected in future, when, inftead of a-limication 
to a third part, there íhould be no bounds pre-
fcribed. That it very rarely had happened that 
any city had arifen to grandeur, if it had not 
admitted the people and the other fubje£ts to 
the adminiftration of the commonwealth, and to 
the magiftrácies. " This," faid he, " was the ruin 
of the Lacedemonians and the Athenians, who, 
although they w;r~ moft valiant in arms, would 
have found theii republics of lictle energy and 
íhort duration, if they had excluded their fub-
jedts froin the hopes of rilíng by their arms 
and other virtuís, to honours and public magif-
tracies. What was it that elevated Rome to ics 4 

fuperlative greatnefs, more than their having 
given civility, the'rights of citizens to privileges 
and honours, to all in Italy who fubmitted to their 
empire? What can ftimuiate yóur own citizens ro * 
greater alacrity in the fervice of the public, than 
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the hope of arriving, by their good behaviour, to 
the highctt honours of the republic ? and thc 
knowledge, that if in war they place themfelves 
in the poft of danger, they are fure to do it for 
their own proper utility, as well as for that of 
others ? What intereft can you believe will make 
them more ardent, animated, and intrepid, in any 
public enterprife ? We know, moreover, that no 
government can be properly ftyled a repubüc, 
which does not comprehend all the people of the 
city." By thefe reafons he endeavoured to perfuade 
the fenate, that is to fay, the council, that the 
demand made by the people was as much for the 
public fervice in general, as their own in particu­
lar; and as to that which had been faid by the 
grandees againft receiving new men into the go­
vernment, he replied, that as all other things, how 
ancient foever they might be, had a beginning, 
fo it was with nobility; " as for example, we may 
fay, as you know very well, that after the firft 
original nobility of our city, with Charlemain, 
when he delivered Italy from the domination of 
the Lombards, carne the Malevoli and the French 
gentlemen, who fince have called themfelves Ban-
dinelli, who were received not only into the num-
ber of the citizens, but into the ranks of the 
nobles and patricians of Siena j after that, with 
Otho the Firft, when he expelled the Berengarii 
from Italy, the Salembeni, the Tolommei, who 
in like manner were enumerated among the 
nobles and grandees of this city; and, in times 
more modern, many others, who were lords of 
feveral caftles of this fíate, as the Scorcialupi, 
who once have calíed themfelves Squarcialupi, 
thofe of Tornano, of Volcortefe, of Berardenga, 
Scialenga, and many others, who all cnjoy the 
title cf r.obility. Finaliy, our grandfathers were 
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admitted to the government in 1135 J a nd '*" we> 
their defcendants, have retained the name of po­
pular, ic does not follow that we have not ac-
quired nobility. For what reafon then, if your 
anceftors have accepted foreigners and ultramon-
tanes, and even conquered lords and landholders, 
into their peerage, fhould not you receive y ^ r 
own proper fellow citizens ? thofe who are Wen 
free within the fame walis with yourfclves, and 
run the fame fortunes with all others ? You will 
fay, becaufe they are not noble. We however 
fay, that all thofe others in this kind of nobility 
were not more noble than are at this hour thofe 
who, by means of public dignities, have acquired 
nobiüry, or than will be thofe who íhallcome into 
the government after us; and as we íhall be an 
example for them, fo will they be to thofe who 
may come after them; and the city will be able, 
by this means, to preferve for a longer time the 
nobility of her citizens ; and, as it is natural that 
whatever has a beginning muft have an end, new 
noblemen will fucceed from time to time to thofe 
who may fail, and the land will be better peopled 
and more powerful." 

A üiort replication to thefe argumenrs was 
made by Rinaldo Aleffi, who faid, that if the Rinaldo 
people, fince they had participated in the go-Aleffi. 
vernment, had remained more quiet, it was poffi-
ble the city might have made fome notable acqui-
fition; but, as every one knew, the continual 
fedicions which the popular party had excited, 
had raifed their inordinate defires, and difpofed 
them more to civil wars than to wars with their 
hoftile neighbours; and that thofe acquifitions 
which they had made had been obtained rather 
by the inc'idents of the times than by any other 
reafon: and that thofe ancient gentlemen who 

T 3 carne 



Siena. 

carne formerly with Charlemain and the firft 
Otho, when thcy were invited, many centuries agOj 
to inhabit this city, had the feigniories of many 
caftles, vvhich had been given them, in rewaid of 
their iliuftrious aítions which they, performed 
for the fervice of the empire, by Charles a,nd 
Ocho ; and that more fplendour and nobjlity had 
aáBkied to the republic than, to them by their 
coming to inhabir. it. And the fame thing was 
true of the othtí lords of this dominión, who, 
according to, the accidents which have occurred, 
havebeen made gentlemen of Siena, the city be-
ing aggrandized and ennobled by the acquifition 
of their famiües, caftles, and feigniories. 

By thefe fpeeches we fee, that neither the arif-
tocratical ñor the democratical orators aimed at 
any thing more than a government of all autho-
rity in one center.; but the legiflative and exe-
cutive p9w,er were to be lodged in one affembly, 
The nobles wifhed tp have the whole houfe to, 
themfelvss, and the qommons wifhed the fama 
thing, t-howgh.each party temporized and modi-
fied their kjrig.uage.with íome regard to the ptber» 
The loavesandfiíheSjthe honours andpmoluments», 
were what they all 'foyght, more than liberty, 
fafety, or goodorder,, more than the cornmerce, 
arts, or peace,,, more than, jhe profperity, gran-
deur, and glory of their country. Not one of 
them thinks of giving all the executive power 
to the podefta, y/ith a weapon to defend j t ; not 
one thinks of dividing tfte( fove/eign legiflature 
into two affemblies, givigg to the nobles, and pso-
pie an equal fhare: yet> vyjthput thefe arjr,anger? 
ments, every intelligent readerof their hiftory, at 
this day, perceives that all the pjrojecls o(- either 
party for amendment would only increafe the evil, 
b,y inflaming the ill-humour. , A,fter jr^any dif-
courfes, made by feveral peribns oí both parties, 
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the grandees, íenfible that, if they íhould recur to 
arms, and defend the dignity of their ftations, 
they might, in the war which they expeéted with 
Florence and Orvieta, and by the difficulty of ob-
taining money, put all in danger, by refufing to 
accommodate their civil drfcords by giving way 
in part; they therefore concurred in the opi­
nión that prevailed, that the council íhould make 
the elección of thirty citizens, fifteen of each party, 
who íhould have authority to propofe a new form 
of government, as it appeared that the magif-
trates, called the confuís, fince the introducción 
of the office of the podefta, that of the fbur pur-
veyoiSj and the chamberlain of Biccherna, were no 
longer of any authority at all, and that there was 
a neceílity to think of making a magiítracy of a 
greater number of men, and of more authority 
concerning the affairs of the ítate, and the admi-
niftration of the republic. The thirty perfons 
who were invefted with thís full power, or, as the 
Florentines called it, this balia, having difcourfed 
and deliberated lome time upon the fubjecT: of 
their commiffion, and wifliing to give fatisfaftion 
to the public, as well as gratify the ambition of 
many individuáis, by conftituting a numerous 
magiftracy, they propofed to the council to in-
ftitute a magiftracy of twenty-four, to be elefted 
by the council out of the whole body of the 
people, or the citizens at large, on condition that 
there íhould not be nominated or voted for a 
greater number from one faftion than from the 
other; and as it was underílood that the emperor 
Frederick was foón to leave Italy, and it was ex-
pefted the Florentines would foon attack them or 
lome of their dependencies, the meafure foon ob-
tained, the four and twenty magiftrates were im-
mediately created, and with great fpirit entered 
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on their offices, by making preparations for war 
againft the Florentines and the other Guelphs. 
This revolution, if a bare change of the number 
of firít magiílrates without any change in the íb-

1232. vereignty can be called one, was in 1232, while 
the emperor was at Ravenna. 

The Sienefe were now involved in conñant wars 
1238. with theirneighbours till 1238, when the difcords 

between the pope and the emperor revived the 
animofities of the ancient faétions of the Guelphs 
and Ghibellines in Tufcany, as well as in many 
other parts of Italy, and with greater hatred and 
animofity than ever: ñor was there any people 
who were not infecled with this deftruftive con­
tagión, by which, without having any other caufe 
of quarrel, they fought with each other with 

• mortal enmity, not only one city againft another, 
but the fame city divided into thefe factions com-
bated itfelf; each party having not only different 
enfigns, under which they marched out to war, 
but they had diíiinguiíhed themfelves by the 
colour and wearing of their clothes, by their gait 
and air, and geftures of the body, and by every 
other the fmalleñ circumftancej fo that, at the firft 
afped, a Guelph might be known, by a glanceof 
the eye, from a Ghibelüne. Thefe divilions not 
only prevailed among the Sienefe, but, fince the 
introducción of the magiftracy of twenty-four, a 
new diverfity arofe among the citizens, and a new 
diftinétion of party ñames. This government did 
not pleafe all, and thofe who appioved it affumed 
the ñame of twenty-four, and thofe who were dif-
fatisfied took the ñame of r.wenty-feven. Hatred 
and refehtment increafed among them to fucb a 

:24o. degree, that in 1240 they flew again to arms, 
vvith moft violent commotions of the whole city, 
the flaughter of multitudes on each fide, with in­
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numerable robberies, burglaries, plunderings, and 
conflagrations of houfes and palaces, and other 
crimes committed by the plebeians. But as che 
rabble in favourof tríe twenty-four appeared to be 
the ftrongeír, this magiílracy furvived the lawlefs 
attempts to deftroy ir, and preferved authority 
enough to elect M. Aldobrandino di Guido Cac-
ciaconti podefta, who, by his prudence, and 
the publie authority, reduced the city to fome de-
gree of obedience to the lavvs. The fecret was, 
that the pope and the emperor were to the repub-
lies of Itaiy, what Sparta and Athens had been to 
thofeof the Pelopennefus : each muft have a party 
in every city, and if the nobles were on one íide, 
the people would be on the other, and vice verfá; 
and every art of feduction was employed by one 
power or the other on both. 

The Sienefe were now plunged in new wars, 
which continued, almoft without interruptíon, till 
1258. The citíes of Tufcany, which, in thedif-
cords between the pontiffs and emperors, had fol-
lowed the Imperial party, and were denominated 
Ghibeilines, after the death of Frederick the Se-
cond were greatly opprefTed by the other cities, 
which, having followed the eccleíiaítical party, 
were then (uperior, and were diftinguiíhed by the 
ñame of Guelphsj but fince Manfred, overcom-
ing the forces of the pope, had made himfelfmaf-
terof the kingdomsof Ñaples and Sicily, he took 
the Ghibeilines in the province of Tufcany into his 
more immediate protedlion, and placed Siena at 
the head of that party. As Florence was the head 
of theGuelph party, each city in its turn was an afy-
lum for the exiles of the other; which, in addition 
to the jealoufy, envy, emulation, and felfiíh views, 
which arecommon between neighbouring nations 
'" well as cities, proved a continual provocation 

war. Thefe wars and rebeilions of their moun-
tains, 
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tains, whicb* it would fill volumes to defcribe, will 
be pafléd over. Yet i t rnay be proper to mention 
the rebellion of Monteanoand Monremafzi, when 
the count Giordapo demanded in the fenate that 
one-third of the city íhould be armed and fent 
out, becaufe a form of their conftitution is upon 
this occafiqn explained. Ahhough the Sienefe 
were zealoufty inclined to comply with the requeft 
of Giordano, and thought the expedition very in-
terefting to their country, they would not depart 
frorn the ancient order, that w/hen any expedition 
was propofed, that the fubjeét might be maturely 
confidered, it muft be propofed in the council of 
the credenza, and confulted on three times, on 
three feveral days in the general council, before 
any thing could be determined. A deputation, 
«pon this occafion, was appaimed to attend the 
army, confifting of the podcfta, the captain of the 
people, the three firffc members of the office of 
twenty-foux, andtweivegood men, buoni huomini, 
deputed by the commons. The foldiers and offi-
cera in thefe expeditions^ ferved without pay, in 
imitatíon of the Romans, who for three hundred 
and forty-nine jears, continued to go out to war, 
every one at his own expence. This is univerfally 
alledged by hiftorians as a proof of their love of 
their counrry; but it may as well be confidered as 
a proof of their poverty and their ignorance, for 
there h no example of it arnong rich and well-
informed people.: it would be indeed unjoft and 
unequal. A§ the provifions and apparatus were 
found by the public, and plunder was made where-
ever they went, it is very probable that the moft 
of their armies were better fed, and more profita-
bly employed, abroad than at home, as manufac­
tures were little known, and commerce and navi* 
gation in their infancy,, 



Maíavolti, &c. 

In the year 1359 ambafladors were fent to the 1 
king Manfred by the council of the credenza, 
who from the council general, or the fenate, which 
Cgnififd the fame thing, had the authority deputed 
to 'them to give commiffions and inftrudions to 
ambafladors. The council of credenza was a fecret 
council, as its ñame imports, in which were fe-
cretly treated thofe things which were to be pro-
pofed to the general council, which, reprefenting 
the whole city, had greater authority; but no pro-
pofuion eould be made, if it had not firft obtained 
in the council of credenza, This is very remarle-
able: the ibvereignty was in one fingle aflprri-
b!y, the general council; the leading mernbers, 
however, had influence enough to get themfelves 
feparated from the body by Its own act, and íécret. 
affairs committed to them, and nothing permitted 
to be brought into the general council without 
their previous approbation. This arrangement 
was afterwards imitated by the grand dukes. In 
the council of the people, nothing could be treat­
ed which had not previoufly been treated in the 
confiftory, and by them propofed. Another coun­
cil obtained inSiena, which had been mentionedbe-
fore,callé.d the council of affémbly, of fifiy members 
for each third, which, at ftatedperiods, was changed 
by the general council, ánd Urnited by them jn au-
thority : fo that the whole fovereignty, the whole 
legiílaúve, judíciaj¿ and executjve authority, was 
literally in one center, that of the general councü 
and all other aflemblies, councils, magiftrates, and 
officers, were oníy cpmmittees and deputies of 
that body.* " In this. council of credenza the lé-

* Maíavolti, lib. i. della Seconda Parte, fol. 7and8.<— 
Chroniche Sanefe, Ap. Muratori, Rer. Ital. Scrip. tom. xv« 
P« *9> 30» &c. 
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cret treíty was made with the count Giordano, 
and ambaffadors fent with his to Manfred. 

In tne year 1260 the memorable battle of 
Momaperto was foughc between the Florentines 
and Sienefe, in which the iatter obtained a com­
plete victory, and reducid Florence to the brink 
of deftruítion. At this glorious period, when 
their great rival Florence was reduced to fuch ex-
tremities as to. be obliged to fubmit to the empe-
rorand the Ghibellines, and make peace with Sie­
na upon her ovvn terms; when fo many other peo-
pie and territories were daily fubm'ittmg to their 
j-urifdiction, and ambaffadors of congratulation 
were arriving from all parts ; is it not fiírprifing 
that unión and harmony at home íh'ould not ac-
company fuch tranfportsof joy as appeared in every 
part of their dominions ? Ye:, in a government 
lo conftituted, a difpute among a few young gen-
tlemen at a bath of Petriuolo was fufficient "to di­
vide the whole city. In this rencounter one Ba-
roccino ch Bencivenne Barocci, a vouth of the 
popular order, was killed by M. Robba Renaldini. 
Of this homicide M. Bennucio Salimbeni was 
alio accufed, who, befides being banifhed together 
with M. Robba, and havingtheir places demolifhed 
by the fury oí the people, becaufe Bencivenne, 
father of Baroccino, was of the magiftracy of the 
tweníy-four, who then governed the city, and, 
through the hatred which the people bore to the 
nobles, was condemned in a fine of twelve thou-
fand poitnds, and rigoroufly held in prifon in irons, 
tili his father Salimbeni was obliged topay ir. So 
rigid a punifhment, tranfgrefling as they thought 
all bounds of juftice, in complaifance to the peo­
ple, provoked fome of the nobles, who would not 
remain expofed to the difcretion and infojence of 
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the mukitude, dai!y ej^ited in commotions againft 
them, and having fucn an arbitrary influence in 
the judicial department, that they left thecity, and 
retired for fafety to Radicofani, a place by its fitu-
ation fufficiencly ftrong. Upon this thernagif-
trates declared them of the party of the Guelphs, 
which provoked them to over-run, with íbme 
troops of horfe, attended with their foliowers, the 
dominions of the republic in the country, and 
plunder the lands of their ene mies, at vvhoíé in-
ítigation they knew the magiftrates had been m-
duced to pafs adecree fo pernicious and prejudicial, 
not only to them, but to the whoie city, by the 
divifions which muir, arife from i: among the citi-
zens, reviving the hatred of fa&ions, both of 
Guelphs and Ghibellines, nobles and people, which 
by the fearof foreign wars al! prflties had united uoa-
nimouíly to bury in obüvion, to their infinite ad-
vantage in the late war againft their.national ene-
mies. From this diforder, arifing from that lei-
fure, idlenefs, and infolence, which, having over­
eóme their external enemies, had taken poíTeíTion 
of them in place of fear, faftions and parties took 
occafion to revive their enmities, and to ftudy to 
oíFend, provoke, and injure one another. Hav­
ing learnt in Siena the mifchief which had been 
done inrhe country by the fugitives, now become 
exües,W ftrong forcé was fent out, of Germán 
troops as well as the milicia, both cavalry and in-
fantry, when after an obftinate engagement, and 

Irnany flainon both fides, among whom were feve-
ji"al perfons of confequence, the exiles were de-
Ireated by fuperior numbers, and the difeipiine of 
I the Germán troops. This was in 1262. The hif-
|tofy proceeds with accountsof rebellionsand fub-
•rniíTions of one and another of their mountains, 

caílles, feigniories, and other little dependencies, 
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and oí the perfecurions f f their exiles and the 
Guelphs ; and ail things in this period are done in 
the ñame of the commons of Siena, till the year 

1266. 1266, when many ill humours began to appear 
again in the city ; and by the accidents which had 
occurred, ib great a change had been produced in 
the minds of the multitude, that it appeared to 
the major part of thoíe concerned in the adminif-
tration, that, for the univerfal fatisfaflion, it was 
become necefiary to re-ordain the government in 
a new form. To this end fixty citizens were 
eleéted, but by whom ? Not by the people, or ci­
tizens at large, ñor by a convention of their de-
puties, the only legitimate expedient for framing 
a new conftirurion, but by the general council. 
Into this number of fixty were elecled, in confu-
iion, both grande!! (for fo the nobles were now 
called) and popular men, with authority to reform 
the city, with new orders, by which they were to 
introduce univerfal peace and tranquillity among 
the citizens. But a contrary effcát was produced ; 
becaufe, as the fixty iet feveral months pafs, after 
they began to aflémble, before they publifhtd 
their reíuit, the popular party conjectured that they 
had made fome provifion in favour of the nobles, 
to their prejudice and damage, and accordingly 
rofe with aftoniíhing noife and tumult; aad rufh-
ing impetuoufiy in arms to the palace orthe bi-
fhopric, where the fixty were now congregated, 
and fetting fire to the gate, conftrained them to 
renounce their magitlracy •, from whence, return-
ing privately to their houfes, many, both of é" 
popular citizens and of the nobles, through for, 
went out of the city. Others, talcing arms, en-
deavoured to defend the pub'iic honour and their 
own; among whom were many of the houfes of 
Tolomei, Salembeni, Piccolomini, Accarigi, and 
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other families, who combating in a varíetv of 
places, after having done and fuffered ereat da-
mage, with the death of many perfons of every 
party, and not being any Jonger able to refift 

f m n f ? a mul t i t ,ude> w e r^ fcced to depare 
rom Siena, together wkh M. Inghirano, cap­

tan of the people, who in this conteft hid 
hewn himfelf favourable to the magiftracy of 

thefixty As foon as they had departed ihey 
weredeclared rebels and enemies of their coun-
try, their eftates were confiícated, and thepaJaces 
or 1 olomei demolifhed, as well as another of Pic-
colomm, and the towers of the fons of Salem-
oen , and the houfes of Accari»i. The mafter 
workman of all thefe ruins was ¿Ve M. luuer io 

^LA^meá W Í t h ° U t a f u r n a m e > ^nd another, 
named Ferrucio, was fent as a commiflary to Cam-
E S l , ? * d e m o l i í h the paiace of Tolomei, and 
Kimbaldi,&c. Inthis new fedition, excited by 
he multitude againft the magiítrates of the i a j , 

an CU-u n- F ° p e r l y * <íuarrel b e t w e e n Guelphs 
and Ghibellmes, ñor entirely between the nobles 

Í ¿ í e / l ° í e ' ' " a p P l i e d "fclfhowevertothofc 
who had before been driven from the city, and 
wíS U n , t c d W " h t h e «¡les of the Guelphs party, 
who, ,nc,ted by the favour vvhich by the vi&*y 

¡no ^ u u ^ t h e y a PP e a r e d t 0 toare, and unit-
branH r u ^ I V , e t a n Í a n s ' a n d the counts Aldo-
^andefeh,, d,d mfinite damage in the dominión* 

ter?ler3L , m a f c w d ay s m a d e themfelves maf-
M 1 ° t h e ' a n d s o f Monücpulciano, of Torrita, 
ienzano, Cerreto, and many ocher places, which 

" j w w g agamft the city, furrendered to itsexiles, 
divffif CatC/PafC ° f T u f c a n >' ' ^ t h e f e a n d fimilar 
ymons ftood l n conflant troubles and danae;s 

ÍIoVK , í y , t h Í S C O n f i d e r a t i o n ' t h e citizensof Siena 
"na fteld the governmenr, defirous of re-unitin*-
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and reconciling their exiles, that they'might pre-
ferve the ílate from ftil! greater confufions, fent 
ambaffadors of the Ghibelline party, one of whom 
was the bifhop of Sienaj to Rome, to the pope 
Clement the Fourth, praying his interpofition to 
conclude a pcace between theai, their exiles and 
confederates. The pope accepted the office of 
mediator, and a peace was concluded Auguft i, 
12.66, and conrirmed by themountains, feigniories, 
exiles, and people, with prorailes of mutual for-
givenefs. New connecTions vvere formed with 
Charles of Anjou, kingof Naples, and frefh wars 
engaged in, which kept the rninds of the citizens 
employed, though the Siencfe and the Ghibel-
line caufe met with defeats and difafters, which 
reduced it fo low, that Siena was left alone to fup-
port it. This adverfky, however, had one good 

1270. effect: on the 15th of Auguft, 1270, it produced 
a peace between the Gueiphs -and Ghibellines in 
Siena: and the tweniy-four magiftrates, with 
twelve buonhomini of the cornmons, meeting in 
one aíTembly, agreed, that the government in fu-
ture fhould be adininiflered by tjiirty-fix magif­
trates, of nobles and cornmons in equal portions, 
with the title of The Thirty-fix. Governors of 
the City and Community orSiena. This was fol-
lovved by a league with Fiorence, under the au-
fpices of Charles, king of Naples. The party of 
the Gueiphs was now fo powerfu!, and the Ghi­
bellines fo depreíTed, that the Sienefe, who, like 
all other pedple under governments fo conftituted, 
with parties nearly equal in numbers, wealth, and 
rherit, without any mediator between them, ftood 
ahvays On the brínk of fedition, turned the fcais 
ratherin favourofthe Gueiphs; and thefe, asfoon 
asthey felt their power, rofe upon the Ghibellines, 
and drove them out of the city. Underftanding 
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ihat king Charles was at Viterbo, they fent am-
baffadors to congratúlate him on the happy fue* 
cefs oí affairs in Tufcany, who prefented him with 
four thouiand five hundred golden florins in be-
half of the republic, the Guelphs being defirous, 
upon this their firft appearance in power, ro ihew 
their gratitüde; and a diet of Guelph ambafladors 
was loon held in the caftle ofFiorence. The Sie-
nefe Ghibellines in exile wereneverthelefs trouble-
fome, appearing ¡n many places in arms, and rá-
vaging the country, till the Guelphs marched out, 
fought, and routed them. When this was done, 
they in their turn took vengeance, by demolifh-
ing the caftles and towers of the Ghibellines, both 
in the city and country. In 1272 the pope Gre-
gory Tenth again interpofed his medjation, and 
obtained the reftoration of the Ghibellines both in 
Siena and Fiorence; and the ftipulation, promif-
ing them proteclion, was ratified by the college of 
thirty-fix governors of the city and commons of 
Siena. But the minority is never happy: indetd, 
they are always oppreffed by the majority, where 
there is not a feparate executive, and an indepen-
dent judicial, whoíe intereíl as well as duty it is 
to be ¡mpartial between them. In a little time 
the Ghibellines, who were returned to Siena, found 
by experience the truch of this obfervation. They 
found, that rhey had not the fame privileges* with 
others, ñor the fame chance for honours, ñor che 
famefecurity of their reputations, as whenformerly 
they had lhared the government with the Guelphs. 
-Living in little credit, and having fmail hopes of 
any change in their favour, and knowing that they 

* Tanto fu fempre piu potente, 11 favor, che la Giuñitia, 
«elle cî tá partíali, cotn' e ítata quafi fempre lacittádi Siena. 
Alalavolti, lib. iii, a° Parí. p. 44. 

VOL. JI. U had 
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had nofecurity for their property, liberty>orlives, 
but in the mercy of the major part, they returned 
into the country of Siena, and joining wich the 
Ghibelline exilt-s from Bologna, renewed the old 
troubles, and the ufual party rage. They raifed 
forces, excited rebellions, and formed aliiances 
with.little territories and feigniories, till they were 
able to meet a party of the army fent out againft 

1277* them in 1277, defeated them at Pari, took many 
prifoners, among whcm was Ridolphi, the cap-
tain, whom they beheaded. The news of this 
fkirmifh and defeat threw the Sienefe army into 
iuch a fudden panic, that they betook themfelves 
to flight, without having feen their enemy, and 
without any miiitary order returned to the city. 
Such an excefs of timidity, fuch an infamous 
cowardice, though it is not unprecedented ñor un-
common even among the braveft troops, could 
not fail to occafion great indignation in Siena. 
When the multitude confidered how eafily the 
enemy rnight, if they íhould have the refolution 
to follow their advantage, enter the city itfelf, and 
join their partilans there, they rofe in a tumult, 
and ran with great fury to the defence of the gates, 
and ftood in arms all the reft of that day and the 
following night. In the morning, finding that 
the enemy had lefs ardour to follow than their 
own army to fly, they laid down their arms; but 
went about the flreets of the city, difcourfing in 
much ill humour, that the divifions of the nobles 
might very ealily prove the ruin of their country, 
if lome remedy was not dilcovered; and they de-
clared, that they would not any longer be diiturbed 
by exiles, ñor compelled by the difcords among 
the gtntlcmen to be for ever in war, and in danger 
of lofing their lives and their property; and it 
appeared to them, that for the common tranquil-
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lity, a peace ought to be concluded, as propofed 
by the pope's légate, who had been fent to recom-
mend a reconciliación betvveen the people of Tuf-
cany. The Sienefe of the Guelph parcy, who go-
vemed the city, influenced by thefe murmurs, 
the legates exhortations, and a wearinefs of civil 
war, which heJd them in continual agitation and 
danger both in their public and prívate affairs, 
agreed at Jaft, in 1279, to a peace with their exiles, 1279. 
who, without any furthernoife of arms.and tothe 
univerfal fatisfaétion of a!l parties, were reftored 
to their country and their honours, under the po-
deílerate, or, as they chofe to cali it, the fignory 
of Matthew de Maggi of Brefcia. 

In the next year, 1280, in the podeíterate of 1280. 
Alberigo Signoregi of Boiogna, by the fury of 
the people, inftigated by the Guelphs, were burnt 
and demoliíbed the palaces of the Incontii, a con-
vulfion which priginated in the ufual fource, the 
divifions and enmities among the gentlemen, and 
produced the ufual efFecl:, an idle and ufeleís at-
tempt to reform the government, by reftraining 
the powerto fewer hands, with dividingand fepa-
rating it into íts natural departments. The thirty-
fix magiftrates were now reduced to fifteen, as if 
the number of members, not the nature of their 
power, had done the mifchief; and it was ordained 
that no gentleman could be of the number of fif­
teen, but all muft be popular men, as if noble 
demagogues and popular denlagogues were not 
all equally abfurd, ambicious, proud, and tyranni-
cal, when they have no neceflity to be wife, mo-
deft, humble, and equitable. This decreewas as 
tyrannical as any that can be conceived ¡ for if it 
were admitted that a defcent from a line of bene-
faétors to their country was no merit, ñor any ar-
gument for employing a citizen inpublic offices, 

U 2 furely 
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furely it is no demerit, ñor any argument for e*-
cluding him. The reafon affigned for ic was, that 
the pride of the nobility increafed and accumulat-
ed by their bearing the public authority, and 
that they ought not to have the power to make 
their pride and arbitrary difpofitions more into­
lerable, ñor by their divifions among themfelves to 
diírurb fo frequently thepublic peace and quiet of 
the other citizens, as they had done intimes paít; 
as if the pride of new men were not equally, or 
even more exalted by power, their difpofitions apt 
to become more arbitrary, and their divifions even 
more untradable and funous, which is the certain 
truth of faft. Thefc fifteen new magiftrates were 
called The Governors and Defenders of the Com-
mons and People of Siena; but by this arbitrary 
inftitution they neither quieted ñor united the 
exafperated minds of the nobles, who, without 
confideringthedamage which,in the divided fitua-
tion of their principies, opinions, and affeétions, 
would refuit not only to themfelves, but to thq 
whole city, which, being equally divided, wai 
weakened to fuch a degree, that malignant hu-
mours and irreparable animofities mult be ge* 
nerated from freíh hatreds and revenge, feeing 
that the exaltation of the popular facYion, patro-
nifed as it was by the fupreme magiftrate, would 
prove their depreffion, they proceeded in a few 
inonths to arms and war between the Guelphs and 
Ghibellines. Parí of the multitude took fide with 
the Guelphs, while the red remained neuter; and 
many of the fadion of Ghibellines were driven 
out of the city, at the head of whom was M. Nic-
colo Buonfignori, a man of great reputation, and 
for his valour in great credit with the foldiers and 
princes of thofe times, His fame had procured 
hiña many íbllpwers of the Ghibclline faélion; 
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and having received informaron that the Ghihel-
lines, who, afcer his departure, had remained in 
Siena, were,,grievoufly oppreffed by Orfini, the po-
deíta of that city, he wilhed to deJiver them from, 
fuch injuftice, and vindícate their caule. By the 
favour of the count of Sanca Fiore, from whom 
he had no foiall number of men, he approached 
one night to one of the gates, at which were ai-
fembled a concourfe of Ghibellines, in Siena, with 
whom he held a correfpondcnce, and had formed a 
fecret concert j and havingfuddenly made a breach, 
he entered the city with his people, guided by fe-
veral citizens, with whofe affiftance he fought all 
night, and the next day} but was driven out again, 
together with the fuccours of Spaniards which 
had been fent them the fame night by the duke of 
Florence. The batde upon this occafion btcween 
the parties was general, for the bells of the com-
mons, which were upon the tower of Mignanelii, 
had rung to arms, and the people had very gene-
rally rifen. Danger was affronted on all fides, and 
the battle was furious. Although the Ghibellines 
bad by force of arms made cheir way to che mar-
ket, the Guelphs put them co flight, maflacreing 
many, and máking many prifoners, leaving among 
the dead M. Jacqmp Forteguerri, who was one oí 
the heads oí the fafkion. Niccolo found himfelf lur-. 
rounded wíth a hoft of his enemies; but, although 
on horfefaack, he retreatedj defending himfelf wicti 
that fierce intrepidity that fo, commonly appears 
in civil wars, and went out of the city through the 
lame gate, accompanied by grea,t numbers óf the 
nobles of Ghibelline houfes, as the Forteguerri, 
Paliaren, Salvani, Ugurgieri, Ragnoni,and ochers,, 
who would not remain in the power of an enrag-
ed enemy, and retired to the territory of Rigo-
magno. This was on the I5th of July, 1281. 

U 3 Matthew 
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Matthew Orfini, the Román, being podefta, 
was afterwards íeñt by the magiftrates of Siena, 
the fiíteen governors and defenders of the com-
mons and people of Siena, with an army compofed 
of the men of the third of San Martino, and other 
people eommanded from other thirds, to attack 
the Ghibellines in Rigomagno. Here the exiles 
had fortified themfelves, and when attacked, as 
they had expefted, defended their ftronghold with 
great bravery; but at length were forced to eva­
cúate it, and leavé the ground to the Guelphs, 
who having, at the expence of much flaughter on 
both fides, got pofiéííion of it, rafed the walls, 
and cut ofF the head of Neri di Belmonte, a cap-
tain of the Ghibellines, whom they had taken pri-
foner, in retaliation for a fimilarfeverity commit-
ted by them on Ridolfo della Treguena, a few 
years before, when they defeated the Guelphs at 
Pari. 

In 1282 the count Silvático di ContiGuidi was 
podefta, and the Sienele, the other caftles of 
their ftate being intimidated by the examples 
made at Rigomagno, fent them orders not to re­
ce ve the exiles, ñor any other Ghibellines, but to 
refift them in arms, to demoiiíh the walls of Monte 
Fallonica, thofe of St. Agnolo in Colle, and thofe 
of Monticiano, in which territories M . Niccoio 
Buonfignori had attempced to make a ftand, and 
from which he made a predatory war upon Siena, 
for feveral months, with feveral exiles from that 
city and other places. Martin the Fourth, a 
Frenchman, fucceeded to the pontificate, and by 
his favour king Charles regained his former credit 
in the cities of Tufcany, and was reftored to the 
dignity of fenator of Rome, to the infinite difla-
tisfaclion of the Ghibelüne party, who upon this 
occafion wére wholly deprived of anyíhare in the 
government by the triumphant Guelphs, both in 

Siena, 
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Siena, and in many other cities; and this ¡s ever 
the object of a prevalent faction, or a decided ma-
jority, to monopolize the whole government to 
themfelves, by the total exclufion of the minority j 
and when pofTeíTed of the whole legiílative, exe-
cutive, and judicial power, they drive inco exile, 
confifcate, behead, and opprefs, in every way, with-
out controul. The Sicilians broke out in rebeí-
lion againft Charles, and while his íorces were em-
ployed in attempting to reduce them, the Sienefe 
of the Guelph party, who governed the repubüc, 
to prevent their Ghibelline exiles and rebeis from 
attempting fome innovation, by takingadvantage 
of the revolution in Sicily againft king Charles, 
the head and proteclor of the Guelphs, fent a 
new army into the country to perfecuteand plun-
der the Ghibellines; and this year the fifteen go-
vernors and defenders of the people and commons 
of Siena, the confuís of the merchants, the confuís ¿ 
of the manufaélurers in wool, the feigniors of the 
other arts, the feigniors gonfaloniers ot the compa-
nies, and the captains of the country, were all con-
gregated together with the poderla in the general 
council, and a treaty made with Ranieri de Conti 
D'Elci, and feveral other lords. A war continued 
between Charles, and Peter, kingof Arragon; and 
in 1283 Charles died, which again raifed thehopes 1283. 
of the Ghibellines, and excited them to arms in 
Romagna, and in the territories of Siena, where 
they did infinite mifchief, fometimes approaching 
and entering the city itfelf. At laft an army was 
raifed, and they were put to flight. If this vigo-
rous exertion fiad not prevented them, they were 
in a fair way of regaining the afcendency in the 
city, where great difcontents prevailed; for the 
government, in 1280, having been placed entirely 
in the hands of the popular party, as has been re­

t í 4 kted, 
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lated, the gentlemen could not with quier minds 
fubmit to it; and although, by thedivifions among 
them "mío Guelphs and Ghibellines,they were dif-
united among themfelves, it was much feared 
by the ruling party, that vvhen the enemy íhould 
approach the city, they would endeavour, by the 
afiiftance of fome of the popular men (for thefe too 
were divided) to make themfelves mafters of fome 
part of the ftate, with their arms, although they 
had not been able to obtain it by their beans. 
The Sienefe, in determining ali queftions in their 
councils, and among their magiftrares, made ufe of 
beans as votes, white ones for the afhrmative, and 
black for the negative. The governing party 
knowing that, by the death of Charles, and the 
other adverfities which followed it, the party of 
the Guelphs was much debiiitated, they thought 

2284. 't necefiary in this year, i28¿),to make many new 
provifions for the fecurity of the ftate: among 
which, as they could not confide in the multitude, 
they thought to reftrain the government to a 
íinaller number of perfons, it appearing to them 
that they could more fecureh/ confide in a few, 
whofe virtue being united, would ha ve greater 
Itrength than if dilated among many, and that they 
might more eafily agree among themfelves, treat 
•with greater fecrecy, determine their refoiutions, 
and decide upon execution for the defence of the 
ftate. After long and angry controverfies they 
concurred, though with little fatisfaclion to any 
body, in one opinión, to fatisfy the nobles, that the 
fifteen magiítrates íhould be reduced to nine; 
and this was the original of the order of the nine 
in Siena: and that they might with more conve-
nience attend upon the public, without being in-
terrupted by their privare affairs, it was ordained, 
thac they íhould continué for two months, conti-

3 nually 
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nually affembled in the fame palace, and live at the 
«xpence oftherepublic; and it «ras declared that in 
thís office, denominated The Nine Governors and 
Defenders ot the Commons and Peopie of Siena, 
although the nobles were to have a part in all the 
other magiftracies, no noblemen couid be elected. 
The ftatute fays, " De numero, dominorum no-
vem, vel ipfius officii orñcialis non poffít aliquis de 
aliquo caiato civitatis Senenfis, nec aliquis nobilis 
de civitate, vel jurifdiétione Senenfi. Domini no-
vem, qui funt, et effe debent defenfores communis 
et populi civitatis Senenfis, et diftriclus, ac ji'rif-
diétionis ejufdem, fint et effe debent de mercatori-
bus, et de numero mercatorum civitatis prasdiclia^ 
vel de media gente." T h e nature of the animal is 
no where revealed in ftronger characlers than in 
this curious record, where a government in one 
center, and that center a group of merchants, 
with unblufhing heads, exelude not oniy all the 
plebeians and loweft clafs of labourers, but all the 
artiíts, mechanics, and men of the three liberal 
profeffions, and all the landholders of the ecuntry, 
and monopolize all to themfelves, as they would 
monopolize a merchandife, or foreñall a market.-— 
There appearsa ridiculous variationof the numbers 
ofthismagiítracy for many years together, as if they 
thought the faults of the government, which every 
one felt, were owing to this circurnftance -, and the 
fame fickleneis appeared in all the other cities of 
Italy, particularly Florence, where the number 
of priori were once three, then fix, afterwards 
twelve, prefently eight.* This form of govern­
ment was as deteftable to the plebeians as to the 

nobles; 

* Quarc quatuordecim virorum officio, qui mixti ex utro-
que genere, civitatem regebant antiquato, priores artium 
creavere, tres ab initio creatos conftat, poftea iex, inde duo-
decim, tfíox o£lo, publicis «edibus incluíi, necaliud quicquara, 

quam 
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nobles; and che wats between Genoa and Pifir* 
and the expeditions againft rebelüous lords, and* 

11%$' the deata of four princes in this year, 1285, 
Charles, Philip, Petef/ and Martin the pope, 
could not prevent the Ghibellines, and the com-
mon peopie, il popólo minuto, of Siena frorri 
uniting againft the nine ; for, on the fucceíTion of 
Honorius the Fourth to the papacy in the place 
of Martin, and aíter the death of Charles, his fon 
being a prifoner to the Arragonefe, a weaknefs ap-
peared among the Guelphs, and the Ghibtlline 
exiles of Siena took courage, afíifted by the peo-
pie of Arezzo, to take pofléffion by furprife of a 
Sienefe caftle, named Poggio a Santa Cicilia, 
•which they fortified : from henee, with troops of 
korfe, they madecontinual incurfionsanddepreda-
tions, not only upon the country of Siena, but 
other confederated cities of the Guelph party, 
until the Sienefe, after a fiege of fix months unable 
totake it by forcé, had reduced it by famine, in 

1286. 1286. A great number of prifoners were made, 
and, after demolifhing the walls, delivered to the 
podefta to be puniíhed. The peopie, however, 
were ib opprelíed by their popular mercantile go-
vernment, and preferred thatof the nobles fo much, 
that they took their part, roie in eonvulfions, 
jointd the Ghibellines in arms, and with great im-
petuofuy ruíhed to the palace, and compelled the 
nine governors and defendants of the commons and 
peopie of Siena, and their podefta, Bartolommeo 
de Maggi of Brefcia, to deíivef the prifoners into 
their hands, to be conducled to the houfe of the 
biíhopric, to fave their uves. But no fooner had 
they come out of the palace than the Guelphs, who 

t]um de república cogitare juffi iunt, et fumptus ex publico 
eis prsebiti, tempus autem hiijus magiftratus bimeftre confti-
tutum eft. Leonardo Aretino. Malavolti, lib. iii. part ü-
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by order of the magiftrates had been fummoned, 
and united with the foldiers of the guards and ga-
rifons, a kind of ftanding army maintained for che 
defence of the ftate, proceeded to oppofe and affront 
the Ghibellines, who with the popólo minuto had 
excited this fedition, and finding that thefe, think-
ingthe prifdners fafe, had begun to difperfe, at-
tacked them with great fury, affáffinating^ many, 
and putting the reft to flight, recovered the 
prifoners, and cut off their heads, to the num-
berof fixty- five, among whom were feveral prin­
cipal chara&ers. The unión of the plebeians, the 
popólo minuto, with the nobles and Ghibellines, 
againft the govemment of the commons and 
Guelphs, is not lefs remarkable than the diftinc-
tion eílabliíhed by their very riele between the 
commons and people. Both are perfeétly natura], 
for the popólo grafio can never bear to be mixed 
with the popólo minuto, any more than nobles to 
be confounded with commons, and the unión of the 
labourers and mechanics with the nobles, againft 
a govemment of dogmática! merchants, by whom 
they were oppreíTed, was as natural as that which 
has fo often happened of the people with a mo-
narch, againft the tyranny of nobles and patri-
cians. The general fenfe of the city upon this 
occafion appears to have been in favour of the 
nobles, and their opportunity was Joft, mere-
ly by the weaknefs of the human underftand-
ing, which feldom knows how to feize with promp-
titude and decifion the critical moment which 
decides fo many great events. The Ghibellines 
were not,.however, fuppreíTed ; they continued to 
aflemble in the country, and imite in bodies from 
various cities, and commit frequent depredations, 
and lay wafte the ecuntry both of Florence and 
Siena. Thefe civil wars continued, without inter-

ruption, 
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ruption, between íhe cities and their cxileSj wich 
129-a. various fortune, till 1292, when Siena became fo 

weak, and the government fo tyrannical, as to 
forcé the nobles to fell their lands, houfes, and 
caftles, to bcar the expence of defending that 
government, from which they were fo arburarily 
excluded. Profecuting the war abroad againft the 
Ghibe'.ünes, and plundering the nobles at home, 
they fupprefled both at latí, and began to eníer-

$298. tain lofty thoughts; buiit, at the public expence, 
magnificent palaces for the fjgnori of the com-
mons of Siena, to give the government more 
authority, majefty, and flrength, and the more 
effe¿tually to trample down the pride of the npbi-
lity. T o this end, as the ambitious defires of 
men are infatiable, although Siena was at full 
peace, and without the kart fuipicion or appre-
henfion of the Ghibellines, the nine magiftrates, 
who had the abfolute power of the city, taking 
occafion of the many private enmities and per-
fonal hatreds, which had grown up and were ha­
bitual, and even hereditary, becween many noble 
families, ordered that 300 men íhould always 
íland in arms in each third of the city, pretending 
to obvíate any fcandalous rencounter that might 
fuddenly arile between one family and another. 
T o thefe ftanding guards they gave arms and 
«fnfigns, with ordcrs that, at the ringing of the 
bells, they fhould all march to the piazza; and 
a complete arrangement pf ordcrs were given, 
that at the cali of the magiftrates they fhould 
be ready to quell the fcandals and quarrels which, 
to the great danger of the public as well as prí­
vate perfons, they faid arofe from the difcords of 
the gentlemen : and to prevenf the gentlemen in 
fuch cafes from moving on horieback, or other-
wilé, they placed at the head of cvery ftreet, and 

even 
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even at every córner, an enormous iron chain, to 
be drawn upon occafion acrofs the ftreet, and 
prevent their paflage. Under this colour of pre-
venting diforders and turnults, to be occafioned 
by che difcords among the noble houfes, the po­
pular party were thus armed, without contradic­
ción, not fo much to prevent the pretended dif­
orders, as to fecure themfelves from any attempt 
of the nobles, if ever they íhould unite among 
themfelves to reinftate themfelves in their digni-
ties, and obtain a reftoration to that íhare in the 
government which was their undoubted right; 
for the confciences of thefe mercantile dema-
gogues muir, have taught them, that if the nobles 
had no more, they had at leaft an equal right 
with themfelves, or any others, to particípate in 
government; and thus thofe public arms, which 
had been provided by their anceftors for the con-
fervation of their country and their liberties, were 
now moft infolently converted into the weapons 
of civil war, and turned by the cunning of one 
party againft the rights of another : and whether 
this plague of the city of Siena, and all the other 
republics of Italy, was prcduced by the natural 
pride of the nobility impatiently borne by ihe 
people, or by the immoderate jealoufy and envy 
of the people, or whether by both together, it 
was not the lefs fatal to all the Tufcan republics, 
by conducÜng them to that deftrucYion, to which 
all republics have been devoted when fubjefted to 
any government in one center, whether that cen-
ter be the unbridled licentioufnefs of the multi-
tude, or the ambitious and avaricious difcords of 
the few. The nobles were at this period perfe-
cuted, not only in Siena, but in all the other 
cities of Tufcany, and deprived of all íharc in 
government; and thofc who were in povvcr held 
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in fuch deteftation the very ñame of nobility, 
that, thinking the judgements of others would 
follow their paffions and prejudices, they ordained 
by public laws, that fuch as would formally and 
folemnly renounce their nobility, and declare that 
they were no gentlemen, fhould become qualified 
to be in the government, and to be admitted into 
the fupreme magiftracy; in fuch contempt, at this 
time, and by thefe men, were held thole advan-
tages and that charañer, which in other placea 
have ever been moft ardently defired and fought, 
at every hazard of life and fortune, and which 
the fons and defcendants of thefe very merchants 
have with fo much avidity fince claimed, infifling 
on being entitled to the rank and ti de of nobles 
and gentlemen, merely becaufe deicended from ma-
giftrates holding the power of the ftate. Having 
thus excluded al! gentlemen from the adminiftra-
tion of the republic, and extinguiíhed all their 
hopes of ever recovering it, thefe tyrants, the 
nine magiftrates, had the afíurance to conftitute 
anew régimen, which, under the ñame of a po­
pular government, tended more to the power of 
a few, than to the univerfal or even general parti­
cipación of law and right; and this reítriction to 
a few, although it was injurious and opprefíive 
to many, is faid to have been more ufeful to the 
ftaje, and of longer duration, than if it had been 
participated by many. Perhaps it is univerfally 
true, that if the whole government muft refide in 
a fingie affembly, it is more fafe, peaceful, and 
durable in a few hands than in many, an arif-
rocracy than a democracy. Having modelled the 
government according to their own paffions, in-
tereft, and cónyenience, they proceeded to fub-
due the rebellious mountains and caftles in the 

1299. country. It vvas in this year, 1299, the houfe of 
Áuftria 



Malavoltt, &c. 3*7 
Auftria had its original, in the elevation of Albert 
to the empire. 

The wars againftthe Turks, and in Sicily and 
Flanders, occupied the fpirits in fome degree till 
1302, when the many enmities among the noble 1302. 
houfes in Siena weferenevved with as much bold-
nefs and vio3ence as ever, which occafioned fre-
quent tumults, and continual agitation in the 
city; parties meeting in arms, fometimes upon 
one incídent and fometimes on another, and many 
of all fides faJling viftims to their fury; and, 
from the number of clients and adherents to thefe 
families, all the orders of governmenc for main-
taining in each third of the city an armed ^uard 
were not fufficient to preferve the peace, and, the 
magiftrates feared, would not long be able to keep 
the nobles out of the government: they there-
fore thought it prudent to try another method. 
When any quarrel broke out, the nine magiílrates 
fent for the heads of thofe families which were en-
gaged in the brawl, and endeavoured to reconcile • 
them; and in this way they fucceeded, in fome ^ * 
degree to reconcile the Maiavolti and Salembeni, 
the Gigli and Squarcialupi, the Piccolominiand 
Pelacini, the Tegolei and Malavelti, and many 
others. T h e major part of the Guelph cities of 
Tufcany, in 1303, were delivered from the dif- 1303. 
cords and dangers which they had with the Ghi-
belünes, in confequence of the victory obtained 
over them at Campaldino; but having nobody to 
fight with, as if they were incapable of quiet and 
impatient of reft, the Guelphs divided themfelves 
into two factions, the one called Bianchi, and the 
other. Neri. This pernicious diftinélion had iri 
beginning in Piftoia, in the family of the Cancel-
lien, whence,fpreadingthrqugh many other cities, 
it infe&ed the whole province of Tufcany, and 

part 
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part oí Romagna. The city of Siena preférved 
itfelf lome time from this venomous~contagion, 
though naturally incüned to divifions, chiefly by 
the conftant occupation they already had in their 
quarrels between the people and the gentlemen, 
which would not allow time for new contefts. 
This divifiofl, however, broke out in Fiorence, 
very near them in neighbourhood, where, after 
cnany fkirmiíhes in arms, the Bianchi were over­
eóme by the Neri, and expelled from the cíty ; 
aftd a!l the influence of the pope, with his fpiritual 
armour, could not reconcile them. The Bianchi 
now in exile, though Guelphs, united with the 
Ghibeilines, and, aflifted by the Aretines andBo-
lonefe of the fame faclion. made an attempt, ia 

1304. 1304, upon Fiorence; but fome cavalry, fcnt from 
Siena, put them to flight. The detail of alter-
cations and civil wars, wkhin and without, be­
tween thefe compücated and contradiftory mix­
tures of Neri and Bianchi, Guelphs and Ghibel-
lines, nobles and commons, from this time to 

$¡¡9fr I3C9» is too minute to be related, although there 
was no paufe, no interval of quiet. In this year 
the quarrels between the nobles, particularly the 
famüies of Tolomei and Salimbeni, arifing merely 
from their envy of each other, and their emula-
tions in feafting and entertainments, broke out 
anew. Thoughexcluded from government, though 
"plundered in property, thefe families had ftill ad­
miréis, fullowers, and adherents among the peo-
J>le, tvho made them formidable to the rnagif-
trates, gave them more influence to weaken the 
government, more than they poffibly could have 
tfonewith their whole íhare in a well-conílituted 
ftate. All the nobles, with all their followcrs, 
whó were very numerous, became divided by this 
private quarrel ¡ero two panies, as well as the 

multitud? 
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multitude of people, their friends áñd adherents 
in the countrics, or feigniories in the country. 
Wonderful was fche jealoufy of thofe iri govern-
ment, and their apprehenfions for the fáfety of the 
ítate; and to fecure it, as they pretended, from all 
danger that might arife, to feprefs the tetnerity 
and pride of the feditious, they órdained, that for 
every company, in tovvn or cóuntry, of forty-two, 
fince the nobility were excluded, there íhould be 
appointed one captain and one gonfálonier, as 
there ufed to be anciently, when the city made 
their eXercifes in the country; that this militia, 
whenever ány tumult íhould be perceived, and in 
all other emergencies, íhould hold their raen in 
arms (but none of the nobility were to be ádmitted. 
among them, as they were in former times, when 
the companies were of fifty-nine) and in compa-
nies, under the command of the gonfalonier of 
the third, march in all hafte to the paláce with 
their public eníigns, and there receive ánd obey 
the orders which íhould be given them by the 
magiftracy of the nine. For the fame purpofe they 
ordained three centurions, three commanders of 
brigades, and eleven vicariates, each of whom had 
his own diftinft eníigns and colours. But this 
whole fyftem of forty-two armed companies, their 
captains, gonfaloníers, and centurions, fórmed in 
eppearance for the common fervice, and under co-
iour of fuppreffing the feuds of the grandees, the 
principáis of the party who governed the city 
thought to purfue their own inordinate deíire of 
reducing the government to a fmaller number of 
perfons, by means of the public arms, of which, 
by this artífice, theygpade themfelves mafters-
They therefore prohibited not only the noblemen, 
but many of thofe popular perfons who had, many 
vears before, ennobled themfelves, and acquired 
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the ñame of families, to enjoy the benefít of th« 
law, which in the beginning of the prefent form 
of government had been made, that thofe who 
wonld reñounce their nobility, and reduce them­
felves to the popular order, lhould be eapable of 
being magiflrates. Taking occafion of a little 

1310. tumult, on the 2Óth of May 1310, which they 
themfelves excited, they founded the alarm, and 
called together at the palace their whole military 
forcé; and inftead of proceeding to fupprefs riots, 
or puniíh crimináis, it was there declared, by 
thofe citizens who had arrogated to themfelves the 
whole government, that thofe families which were 
named in writing fhould never be of the number 
of popular families, bot they and their defcen-
dants, for ever, fhould be underftood to be gran-
dees, and incapable of ferving in the office of the 
nine, then the fupreme magiftracy, as all of the 
Ghibelline party had been rendered incapable be^ 
fore : and ibis praclice was common at this pe-
riod in all the ofner cities of Tufcany, as well as 
in Siena, whenever the governing party had a mind 
to exelude any man from the magiftracy, to make 
him a grandee, which is the fame thing as a noble. 
Ninety families were admoniíhed, as the phrafe 
was, that is, rendered incapable of the magiftracy, 
for being noble, or for being made and declared fo, 
a number that comprehended all the families of 
any diftinction or confideration^ Having thus re-
duced the government to a fmall number, by ex-
cluding every body but themfelves, they became 
very affiduous in attending the magiftracy, in or­
der to make the moft of ir ; and in a íhort time 
they acquired fo great an áBthority, fo moch wealth 
and power, that they became formidable not only 
w the nobles, but to that part of the people 
^hjch was not admitted by them intothe govern­

ment. 

W& 
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tñéñt. Holding dovvn all others, they efláblifhed 
their own power in the ftate fo oligarchically, 
that, like other defpots> they were obeyed by 
every one frotn fear. The Ghibelline exilesj 
however, made frequent inroads upon their terri-
tories; and the difqualified families had fo many 
friends, that thefe nine magiftrates were kept in 
continúal alarms» In 1313 Tome of the nobles 
appeared to have fo much influence, that the go-
vernment thought it neceffary to re-enaór. and re-
publiíh their militia law, and the law of exclafion 
of all the nobles and grandees, depriving them of 
all the honours, offices, and privileges of the com-
mons. They fometimes thought themfelves fo 
fecure that they might recall their exiles, then 
would fuddenly feize and imprifon them; and 
were generally employed in foreign or domeftic 
wars, or in quelling fome rebellion, tiil 1315, 
when a freíh quarrel broke out between the Tolo-
mei and Salimbeni, two nobles families, and pro-
duced tumults and battles in the ftreets, in which 
much blood vvas íhed, and the city thrown into 
fuch cónfufion, that the militia, when caüed our, 
would not or could not, obey the orders either of 
the magiftrates or their ovvn oíEcers. The whole 
people took arms, and fided with one party and 
another ; fome for government, fome for the To-
lomei, fome for the Salimbeni, till the nine iflued 
a proclamation, that, upon penalty of life and for­
tune, both parties íhould appear in their prefence, 
before a candle, which they had burnirtg, íhould 
be confumed. 

Wars and tumults occupied the citizens t'tll 
13x8, when, upon the diíbanding the army at the 
peace with the city of Mafia, the troops and che 
people in general, who expeéled to bave plunder-
ed it, \yere very diícontented, and two claíTes of 

X X tradefmen. 
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tradefmeo, the fmiths and the butchers, began % 
riot in the city againft their captain, calling him 
traitor, and colle&ing tumultuous bodies of the 
multitude. The captain, finding himfelf in great 
danger, contrived to efcape their fury, in which 
he was favoured by fome noblemen, who, by en-
tertaining the people with foft words, compofed 
their anger, and as they had neither any head ñor 
guide, they were eafily perfuaded to go home. 
Although this tumuk was quieted in appearance, 
the minds of the citizens were much altered, and 
there was danger of freíh commotions. To avoid 
greater inconvenience, feeing that the greater part 
of the plebeians ftood in arms through fear, with 
their íhops íhut, to defend themfelves from pu-
niíhment, the magiftrates abfolved them from all 
penalties incurred by thofe who had been in arms 
jn the late tumuk, and commanded, under griev-
ous penalties, that every one, laying down his 
arms, {hould return to his bufinefs. It would 
have been a notable thing, if, in a faftious city 
like Siena, quieted as it was from foreign wars, 
new feditions and civil wars had not been fomented 
within : but difcontents with the government were 
now univerfal. The nobility, the plebeians, and 
the middling people, being all excluded from the 
government, excepting the nine, were all oppreífed 
and all provoked. The doélors, as they called 
the judges and notaries, were of a rank and cha-
raéter as nearly in the middle between the nobles 
and plebeians as any. Thefe, excited by the per-
iuaíions of*he other perfons, and moved by their 
own intereft, carne forward, and demanded or 
petitioned the nine to be admitted into the go­
vernment of the city, and to be declared capable 
of ferving in the fupreme magiftracy of the re-
public Reafons the moít foljd and cogent, as 

they 



Malavolti, &V. 3*3 
they thought, were urged by thetn, to fiievv that 
their pretenfions were but juft and reafonable. Ic 
appeared to the nine fignori, that this petition was 
impertinent, and an offence that merited not only 
correétion, but a fevere chaftifement; and having 
rejecled it wich much bitternefs, they declared the 
punifhment of which thofe íhall be adjudged wor-
thy, who, frotn fuch interefied motives, íhould feek 
to difturb the civil orders, and interrupt the com-
mon quiet of the city. The dodtors and notaries 
they difmiffed from their offices, and declared 
them incapable of holdingany office in the cityor 
country. This high-fpirited edict excited the in-
dignation and defpair of the doctors and notaries, 
and they entered into confpiracies with the but-
chers, fmiths, and other plebeians, to affaffinate 
the whole nine, with all their adherents, take pof-
feffion of the palace, make themfelves mafters of 
the ftate, and appoint one of the Tolomei, who 
favoured the enterprize, podeíla, another noble-
man captain, a third proconful, and thus to dif-
tribute all the offices of ftate among their leaders 
in the confpiracy. With this intention, on the 
a6th of Oílober, 1318, the conípirators arofe in 
a tumult, raifed a loud cry againft the nine, and 
demanded, with arms in their hands, a participa-
tion in the government j but they were foon rnet 
by a large body of cavalry, and three hundred in-
fantry, who were then kcpt ir> pay, to be fent to 
Genoa in the fervice of king Robert, and whom 
the nine magiftrates, having fome intimation of 
this enterprize, for their fecurity had ordered out, 
pot willing to truft their own guards alone. A 
furious battle enüied, and much bravery was dif-
played on both fides; but as the commotion had 
been excited by the plebeians themfelves, and was 
gncouraged but faintly by the nobility, chlefly with 

X 3 a view 
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a view to try their ítrength, the forces of govern* 
ment prevailed : yet the plebeians fuftained the 
íhock with more firmnefs than was expeíted ; and, 
if they had been judicious enough to wait till the 
regular troops were gone to Genoa, would have 
carried their point, The greater part of the gon-
faloniers, centurions, and captains, concurred with 
the multitude, in deliring to acquire the benefits 
of civil life, and the rights of citizens; but the 
magiftrates were favoured by one part of the gen-, 
tlemen, who were nct well pleafed that the go-
vernment of the city íhould be reduced totally 
into the hands of the plebeians, and thus obtained 
from Florence fome forces, under the command of 
Bingeri Rucellai, by whofe afliftance the multi--
tude were finally difperfed, being firft diíheartened 
by the non-appearance of their leaders. Some of 
the leaders of the butchers, &c. were beheaded, 
and Rucellai rewarded vvith the enfign of the white 
Hon, the arms of the people of Siena. When the 
tumult was quieted, and the city purged by the 
puniíhment of the prefent delinquents, the nine 
fent fuccours to king Robert at Genoa, and to the 
Guelphs at Brefcia, Cremona, and Perugia; and 
thus they became employed in all the wars abroad : 

1324.. but even this was not enough, in 1324, to pre-
0 vent the feuds between the two noble families, the 

Tolomei and Salimbeni, whofe hatreds produced 
many murders and aflaffinations, many other fingle 
combats, befides more general and more fan-
guinar}r aítions between parties of their followers 

325* in the ftreets both by night and by day. In 1325 
the Guelphs were defeated by Caftruccio Caftra-
cani, fignior of Lucca, near the caftle of Allo-
pafcio, in which he made a great ílaughter, and 
many prifoners, and bronghc both Florence and 
Siena into imminent danger; but this was not 

fufficient 
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fufficient to prevent another tumult, in which the 
podeíta took oiie part, and che captain another ; 
many were infuked, fome ílain, and the diforder 
not fuppreíjfed whhout grievous fines and capital 
puniíhments. 

In 1326 Walter duke of Athens, vicar of the 
dukc oi: Calabria in Florence, came to Siena, and 
demanded the feigniory of that cuy, in the fame 
nianner as he had obtained that of Florence. The 
demand appeared to the cirizens very ftrange, 
though they treated him with great magnificence. 
They thought it proceeded from a very bad prin­
cipie, and worfe intentions, confidering the fincere 
and afTedionate attachment which they and their 
anceftors had ever, with the utmoft veneration, 
demonftrated for his houfe, and the great and 
many tokens of fidelity, which from their a&ions 
might be known, towards king Robert, king 
Charles the firft and fecond, and towards all their 
connections on all occafions; and as it appeared 
to them, that they were outrageouíly infuked, and 
by him from whom they leaít expeéled it, they 
fuddenly rofe in a great tumult in arms, and, 
drawing the chains acrofs the ftreets, íhut up their 
gates, left the Florentines íhould fend a rein-
forcement. They prepared not only for defence, 
but, their fufpicions increafing, with all their 
forces to attack the lodgings of the duke himfelf 
at the biíhop's palace, and give battle to his peo-
pie. Such a commotion and concourfe of fo nu-
merous an armed multitude, under lo many ftand-
ards of their companies and vicariates, demon-
ftrating that in this the city was united, and not 
divided, as had been reprefented to the duke, 
upon the fuppofition of which divifion he had 
founded his demand, fpread a terror among his 
íbllowers; and demanding to fpeak, with the ma-

X 4 giftrates, 
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giftrates, it was agreed, that the requiíition of the 
duke íhould be referred to a fenate; and fuch an 
afíembly was accordingly congregated", to the 
number of four hundred and eighty fenators, who, 
after long debates, having agreed both to the li-
berty of the rspublic and the honour of the duke, 
determined that Charles, duke of Calabria, íhould 
have for five years, and no longer, povver to eleét 
the podeíla of Siena froni the number of three, 
who íhould be propofed to hím by the people of 
Siena; that he íhould not, however, be called po­
deíla, but vicar of the duke, on condition that 
every vicar, before he íhould take upon him the 
office, íhould take an oath to obferve the laws and 
ftatutes of the city of Siena; and the citizens well 
knowing of how much detriment to cities are di-
viíions and animofities, the duke eafily perfuaded 
the Salimbeni and Toloraei to make a truce for 
five years. 

1328^ ^n x 3 2 8 Ae nine magiílrates made a cenfus, OF 
defcription of the famüies of the city, third by 
third, ana there were found eleven thoufand feven 
hundred and eleven heads of famüies in fhe whole, 
nobles, grandees, fubftantial people, and lefier 
people, aü together. 

The calamities of famine and peftilence, as 
1329. Well as war and fedition, which happened in 1329 
133o- and 1330, though the magiftracy of nine difco-

vered too much infeníibility, and too littlc a£tí-
vity, to relieve the people, we pafs over, as evüs 
ñor proceeding immediately from the form of go-
vernment, and too affliéling to humanity to be 
related. 

1331, In 1331 a freíh affray happened between the 
two great famüies of Salimbeni and Tolomei, 
The ínveteracy with which ancient and honoured 
famüies take hold of a nation, and become inter-

woven. 
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wóven with each othcr and the whole people, fo 
thaí ir is impoffible to get rid of their influence, ap-
pears very ftrongly on this occafion. Though ex-
cluded and robbed, they could not difpute with-
out fetting the whole city to difputing. The 
rencounter between two noblemen, in vvhich one 
was killed, produced rhe afiaffination of another, 
and the whole city took the part of the one or the 
other, and tumults and commotions in arms 
threatened univerfal ruin, till the government if-
fued a proclamación againft the two principal ac-
tors, offered rewards for their uves as aflaffins, 
and raifed a forcé to confirm it, which obliged 
them to fly to Ferrara, where they and the other 
Tolomei, their defcendants, were long afterwards 
known by the nickname of The Aflaffins. But 
this could not prevent frefh tumults and homicides 1332. 
in Siena, between the famefamilies, H11332; ñor 
others between'the Malavolti and Piccolomini, in 
1333, whichj were renewed in 1334, notwithftand-» , . - , 
ing the employment the city had, through this 1114. 
whole period, in fareign affairs. In 1335 the 1*2-21:. 
league was renewed between the Guelph cities, 
and particularly between Siena and Florence. la 
1337 an accommodation was attempted between 1317. 
the quarrelfome nobles, but without much ef-
fecl; but in 1342 their ungovernable paffions brokc 1242. 
out again in homicides and general tumults. 

In 1343 the duke of Athens attempted to pro- i - ^ , 
mote his own ambitious views of obtaining the 
fovereignty of Siena, by pretending to medíate 
between the nobles and the nine, and to reconcile 
them with each other; but his diííimulation was 
not profound enough to deceive either party. 
In this year there were three confpiracies at 
once againft the duke of Athens at Florence, and 
the government of Siena fent ambafiadors to his 

ailiilance; 
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aíTiílance ; but the peopk ÍD their fury had com-. 
mitted great diforders and many homicides, and 
finally beíieged the duke in his pajace for a time, 
and then drove him out of the city : after which, 
by the advice of the Sienefe ambaffadors, they 
refornied their government, inítituting eight priori, 
four of them noble and four popular; but this 
form was foon demolilhed, and the governmenc 
became as popular as that of Siena itfelf; the 
nobles were exeiuded, and tempted to renounce 
their nobjlity, in the fanie manner, and with the 
fame whimíical, odious, and vicious effefts. 

1544. In 1344 the counts of Santa Fiore, and the 
I346, vifconti de Campiglia, were madecitizens of Sie­

na, and fubjeíted their lands to the republic. In 
the year 1346 another memorable commotion 
happened. Such is the nature of the people, that, 
ever defirous of feeing new things, they hold fre-
quently in contempt thofe that are prefent: go-
werned more by their wills than their prudence, 
and excited by vain hopes and immoderate defires, 
they are too often eafily ftimulated to enterprifes, 
.which, if regarded with an eye of reafon, would 
be found impracticable, The government of the 
íiine, by fhe length of time, by their arbitrary 
excluíions, and by their more arbitrary reftriílion 
to lo fmall a nurnber, were grown fo odious, not 
only to the nobles, but to a great partof the mul-
íitude, that neither could patiently bear that a 
km popular men íliould enjoy every thing, and be 
maílers of all men, when it appeared to them 
that orhers had more merit. From converfations 
and confultations they proceeded to acYion, and 
many popular men having affociated under Spinel-
loccio Tolomei, they rofe in a mighty tumult. 
There is no room to doubt that they would have 
rifen iong before, and not have fuffered fuch a 

j, government 
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government to ftand a month, ñor indeed to be 
creéled at all, if the Tolomei atid Salimbeni, the 
Malavolti and Piccolomini, could have agreed 
who íhould be the leader. The divifions of the 
nobles among themfelves had alone loft them the 
government, and prevented their recovering it. 
The people in thofe days, and in thac city, were 
utterly incapable of planning or cxecuting any en-
terprize whatever. A noify uproar of" Away 
with the Nine !"* ran through the city; but the 
infurgents not having been able to forcé the pa-
lace, and having in vain attempted to enter feve-
ral houfes of the nine magiitrates, which were 
well guarded, fome of them entered the houfe of 
Berto di Lotto, where there happened to be an 
entertainment, and found John Fofcherani, one of 
the principal men in the government. Him, with 
his fon, who exerted himfelf nobly in defence of 
his father, they aíTaffinated, The perpetrators of 
this murder, intimidated with the apprehenílon of 
puniíhment for what they had done, and perhaps 
made cowards by remorfe of confcience, rufhed. 
out of the houfe, and committed themfelves to 
flight for fafety; the reft retired to the houfes of 
the heads of the confpiracy, thinking to aífemble 
a greater number of their partifans, and again to 
try their fortune. This attempt, however ill-di-
gefted and unfucCefsful, excited a terror in the 
magiítrates, perceiving that a part of the nobility 
had concurred in it, and fearing they had not forcé 
fufficient to fupprefs it. They found means, how­
ever, todefend themfelves, bya ftrong guard, in 
the palace, till they received affiftance from Flo-
rence,and other places in alliance with them, which 
enabled them to apprehend the confpirators, by 

* Sluoiano i Nove, 
means 
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means of the captain of war, many .of whom werc 
beheaded, and others declared rebels ; after which 
they entered into a new league with the popular 
governrnent of Florence, for mutual fupport 
againft fuch infurrecYions. This convention was 
concluded between the fyndics of the commons 
of Florence, and the fyndics of the commons 
of Siena, each party obliging itfelf to aid, 
favour, and fupport, with their councils and 
arms, the other, and in every way to opérate for 
the confervation and mamtenance of the peace be­
tween them, and the internal tranquillity of each, 
under the office of the íignori, priori of the arts, 
and the gonfalonier of juftice in Florence, and that 
of the fignori of the nine governors and defen-
ders of the commons and people of Siena, decla-
ing that whatever confpiracy or infurredion thould 
be made againft the magiftrates or governrnent of 
either city, Ihould be underftood to be made againft 
the other, and its whole forcé exerted for the de-

134S. ítruftion of the confpirators. In 1348 another 
confederation wasformed in Siena between theci-
ties of Florence, Siena, Arezzo, and Perugia, and 

1:552. a large army raifed by them; and in 1352 ano-
1354. ther againft the Vifconti. In 1354, beingat peace, 

and without much apprehenfion of any foreign 
war, there did not fail to arife in Siena perfcns 

•who fpent their tjme in excking new difcontents 
as well as fomenting oíd humors, which they 
hoped would foon arife to feditions and civil war; 
for thofe who, with the anthority of the nine, 
liad fo long governed the cícy, had acquired, toge-
ther with great power and immenfe riches, much 
envy among their fellow citizens. This envy 
and refentment had, upon many occafions, given 
birth to confpiracies and various enterprifes for 
wrefting the authority aut of their hands; and 

although 
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although they had defended themfelves, and pii* 
niíhed the principal delinquents, they had never 
been able to eradicate the feeds of fedition fo ef-
fectually, but that many remains of it vvere left irt 
the minds of therr adherents, which went on con-
tinually increafing by time, till the magiftrates 
were feriouíly apprehenfive that the little people 
would attach themfelves to Charles the emperor, 
and by his aííiftance depofe thefn. Deliróos of 
prepofleffing themfelves of his favour, and moved 
by the perfuafions of one of the Salimbeni, whom, 
on account of his enmity to many of the noble 
houfes, they had taken into their confidence, they 
fent ambaffadors to Charles, to offer him the obe-
dience of the city; and, fo ill a couafellor is fear, 
tbe majority, muchagainft thejudgement of many 
of their colleagues, were for fubmitting freely, 
without any excepción, or making any conditions, 
hoping by his affiílance, or at leaft without oíFence 
to him, oroppofition from him, to re-eftabliíh their 
authority; not confidering, that having always been 
Guelphs, and by fo many offences provoked the 
paft emperors, particularly Henry the Sevcnth 
his grandfather, it would be imponible for him to 
judge vvhether they fubmitted from fear or necef-
fity, or to confide in their fidelity. But the hour 
was come when this form of government muft be 
changed into another. Charles having in all ap-
pearance benignly accepted the offer, diflimulating 
his intentions, carne to Siena ; and foon after his 
arrival the little people, il popólo minuto, by 
Charles's orders, and guided by the Tolomei, 
Malavoki, Piccolomini, Saraceni, and even fome 
of the Salimbeni, with a great and univerfal com-
motion of the whole city, rofe and drove out of 
the public palace the nine magiftrates, no; with­
out roberies and murders commitced by the rab-

ble, 
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ble, who burnt the caíkets and boxes in which weré 
kept the ballots of the nine magiftrates, which 
every two months were drawn, one by each ma-
giftrate, for two months to come. Charles, by 
whofe confent and orders this novelty had beert 
committed, gave a commiffion to tvventy citizens, 
twelve popular and eight noble, to think of a neW 
plan of government. The twenty eleéted for this 
purpofe, in three days, ordained that a nevv magif-
tracy fhould be inílituted of twelve popular mem-
bers, and intitled The Twelve Signori, governors 
and adminiítratorsof the commonwealth of Siena, 
to be elected four from each third of the city, and, 
as the nine had done, to refide in the palace at 
the public expence, and to be changed every two 
months, vvith full authority in every refpect to ad-> 
minifter the government of the republic, in com-
pany, inalltheir deliberations, with twelve noble-
men, four for each third, who might inhabit in the 
city in their own houfes, without being obliged to 
Jive in the palace, except when they fhould be 
fummoned to affemble with the twelve fignori for 
the public fervice, and difpatch of bufincís, as it 
fhould oceur; and this number of noblemen were 
called the College, without whom the fignori could 
not come to any refolütion, or enter on any delibe-
ration relative to the government of the city. A 
council, moreover, ofíourhundred citizens was or­
dained, one hundred and fifty of whom were to" be 
nobles, and two hundred and fifty populáis (of 
thofe however who had not been of the office of 
the nine) who were to be elected and changed 
every íix months, and this was called the General 
Gouncil. The emperor, Charles the Fourth, after 
he had taken the crown, returned from Rome, and 
remained fome days at Siena, where, nndinglittle 
good underflanding between the people and the 

nobility» 
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hobility, he took occafion from their difcords K> 
attempt to make himfelf mafter of the city and the 
ftate, and to inveft \t in the patriarch of Aquilea, 
his natural brother. To this end he courted the 
people, making many demonñrations ofbenevo-
Jence, vvith many favours which he did them i» 
public and private, and he operated upon them ío 
that they were content to give him the foveieign-
ty, and put him in pofleííion of the fortreffes; 
and in this manner the patriarch, having taken the 
government of the city, the twelve lignori and 
the noble college finiíhed their office. The em-
peror, felicirating himfelf that he had provided iiis 
brother with a beaütiful dominión, took leave of 
Siena, and went to Pifa; there, entering into ne-
gocia'ions to make himfelf mafter, as he had done 
at Siena, he met with fome difficulties, vvhich foon 
multiplied upon him, in confequence of the no-
velties which fprung up in Siena : where one party 
of the citizéns, not able to fupport the fovereignty 
of the patriarch, which trampíed down the nobles 
and firft populars, and ftudioufly ftrove to aggran-
dize the minute people and the muititude, upon 
whom he juftly thought his greatnefs depended, 
arofein arms, clofed the gates of the city, and de-
manded that the magiftrates of the íignori of the 
twelve governorsand adminiílrators íhould retum 
and refide in the palace, and, together with the col­
lege, re-aííumethegovernmentoftherepublic; and 
that the chains which ufed to be drawn acrofs the 
ftreets, which on the entrance of the emperór had 
been taken avvay, íhould be replaced. Three days 
the city ftaod under arms before they obtained of 
the patriarch their demand. At length the magif­
trates were re-inftated, and the chains replaced. A 
pew rumour vvas then fpread in the city concern-
ing certain ftrangers, who had been taken up, who, 
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it was rcported, came for the fervice of fome 
noblemen. The little people, from jealoufy of 
ftate, and fufpicion of plots and machinations, 
would have them hanged ; but the nobility, with 
many of the * greater people, defended them. 
Upon thefe occaíions there was no adequate mode 
of deciding fuch queftions but by arms; to thefe 
they accordingly reforted, and the tvvelve fignori 
fent to Pifa to demand aid from the emperor, vvho 
wasfound in great perplexity; and fearing that, by 
the inconftancy of the people, the patriarch might 
meet with fome fatal accident, he anfwered, that, 
upon condition they would confult his brother's 
fafety, they might model their government as they 
íhould think proper ; that he would not take any 
part in it, as he had no particular knowledge of 
their difputes. The prifoners were therefore only 
confined, and the patriarch voluntarily renounced 
the fovereign.ty to the twelve magiftrates, who 
were already returned to the palace, and the day 
following reftored the fortrefles, and joined the 
emperor in Pifa, leaving the city and ftate free, 
and the government, which he had held for a few 
days, in the hands of thofe magiftrates from whom 
he received it. In this manner came to an end 
the government of the nine, who with fo much 

12S3. temerity, from 1283, when this form had its be-
ginning, under the protección of the king of 
Naples, and the unión of the Guelph cities in 
Tufcany, had governed, and, it muft be owned, 
aggrandized the republic ; and thofe popular men 
who had been of the nine were not only deprived, 
with all their defcendahts, of the capacity of being 
in the government of the twelve, but it was by a 
iaw enaded, that in the volume of the ftatutes 

* Molti de maggiori populan. 
the 
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thé hiñe íhould be erafed, and the word twelve 
Written in its place, in fuch abhorfence were they 
novv held by a]l rhen. Thefe decrees of the new 
governrnent, it is trüe, were as arbitrary as any of 
the formér; but the whole hiftory of chis republi¿ 
is but á feries of changes, from one unbalanced 
party to another. The citi2ens who had held the 
laft governrnent were nicknamed the nine; and 
this háme défcended by inheritance to their pof-
terity, and gave rife to the order of the nine, and 
became the principal of thofe divilions which 
went ón increafing amúng the people of this city* 
and became fó fanguinary as to make them forget 
thé diftin&ions of Guelphs and Ghibellines^ 
nobles and pópulars; for the governrnent of the 
iepublic was afterwárds again reducéd wholly into 
the hands of the people, and again reftrained to 
á few, the deíiré conftantly increafing in the po--
pular rhultitüde, firíl to particípate, thento mono» 
polize the whole, as ic afterwárds happened in the 
creátioft of the twelve, who became eligible ex-
clufively by the little people. 

The emperor foon returned to Germany, and 
the Sienefe foon found their new fyftemas defeétive 
as the former. The whole governrnent was ftill 
ia one afiembly, and though the nobles were leís 
than half of it, they appeared to have the whole 
power, as they always will when mixed with the 
commons. The noblemen proceeded in their 
offices too arbitrarily; the fplendor of their birth 
and riches, accompanied with the public autho-
ríty, acquired them too much credit, too im-
poling an influence, and, in their ufual ftrain, ac-
cording to the lofty pride of their natures, they 
muft needs govern all things. In order to dif-
charge the duties of their offices, byexerting their 
authority, for the honour and utility of the ftate, 
in defending its dominión, as well as to fatisfy 
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their own ambition, they had laid their handá 
upon the public arms. ln the depofition of the 
nine, the íubjecis of the ftate, feeing fo great an 
alteration in the city, and that thofe who had 
been ufed to command were deprived of alt 
power, and with fo much cruelty and rancour per-
íecuted by the other citizens, thought that by fuch 
divifions the public muft be too much weakened 
to defend the city, much lefs the dominión ; and 
embracing this opportunity, Grofetto, Mafia, 
Montalcino, Montepulciano, Cafóle, and other 
lands in the jurifdi&ion of Siena, had refufed 
obedience to the magifcrates of the city, and 
to the patriarch, for the few days that he held 
the fovereignty. The new government, and 
efpecially the nobles, were very zealous to fend 
out forces to fupprefs tbefe rebellions, who fuc-
ceeded againft Mafia; but the inhabitants of 
Montepulciano attempted to praétife a deceit: 
they fent a falle letter to the twelve, promiiing 
fubmiíuon, in order to amufe them, while they 
were in reality carrying on their military opera-
tions. This letter was delivered to the fignori of 
the twelve, who, without caüing inthe coliege oí 
the twelve, as, according to the conftitution, they 
ought to have done, opened and read it, and per-
ceiving, bymanymanifeftcircumfiancesjtheimpo-
fition, they hanged up in the ptazza him who had 
brought the letter. The multitude were collefted 
together by this executionr and the nobles were 
much exafperated that the letter had been opened, 
and fuch bufinefs done without their knowledge, 
and contrary to order. The popular leaders of 
the day took occafion of this commotion to ac-
complilh their own delires, fallied out with a 
great noife of arms, put themfelves at the head 
of the mob, went to the houfes of many noble-
mea and of the nine, with inteation to put all to 
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pillage, and forcé the noblemen to renounce the 
magiftracy df the college, and would have pro-
ceeded to infamous lengths, if the graveft and 
moíl modérate citizens had not appeared, and 
perfuaded the nobles to obvíate all inconveni-
encies by renouncing the government, in which 
they had difcovered the beít and fincereft inten-
tions towards their country, and not more arbitrary 
difpoíitions than the popular inen. The council 
next day ordered, that three noblemen only, one 
for each third, íhould be admitted into the go­
vernment, with the title of The Three Defenders; 
but thefe in a few days were depofed. That fimi-
lar tumults might not happen every hour, and 
throw all things into confuíion, they concluded 
to give an head to the twelve magiftrates, and the 
public arms, by whofe orders alone the gonfalo­
niera, captains of companies, and centurions, were 
to move. Inftead of a captain of the people, 
whom they ufed to eiect among foreigners every 
fix months, they ordained that fome citizen. of 
Siena íhould be ele&ed every two months; that 
he íhould be a popular man, and one of the twelve 
adminiftrators and governors, at whofe delibera-
tions he íhould be prefent as a member. The cap­
tain was afterwards commonly elected in addition 
to the number of twelve. The government thus 
organized, they proceeded againft the rebels. 

Before the end of the fame year, 1355, the plot 1355. 
of Gano, di Benedetto Macellaro, and his friends, 
was difcovered. Thefe were the principal heads 
of the plebeians, the little people, that very fac-
tion that governed the city. Confidering that, by 
the inconñancy of their own multitude, it might 
happen to their # r i government of twelve as ic 
had happened to the nine, they determined, for 
greater fecurity and firmnefs to the ftate, to re-
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duce the government into the hands of one rhár?> 
who, by his wifdonij Virtues, and the public au-
thority, might, by cruíhing all feditions, confo-
lidate and maintain ir. Signior Meio di M. Ja-
corao Tolomei, vvho they knew had bean always 
íavourable to the plebeians, and defirous of 
making himfelf powerful by their means, to de-
fend their liberty, was fele&ed by them as the man 
of the people; to him they communicated their 
interitions, and found him very well difpofed to 
conforrn. Óther vvriters have faid, that the firft 
motion carne from Meio, who perfuaded the heads 
of the plebeians to confer with their friends-: how-
ever this might be, they were all frequently feen 
together in the houfe of Meio, to confult upon 
Tneafures for the execution of their plan. The 
vifits fu oftsn máde by fo many plebeians to this 
houfe were obferved, and the twelve magiítrates 
£onceiving a fufpicion, gave orders to the con-
fervator, who had been introduced inftead of the 
captain of war in criminal matters, to imprifon 
Gano and the others, who were heads of the con-
fpiracy. Upoh examination, they ¿onfeffed that 
it was their intentiojn, for the public good, to take 
the government from the twelve, and give it to 
Meio Tolomei, who might more eaíily prefervé 
the city free from feditions and civil wars. Gano's 
Jiead vvas ñruck off; and the others, who enjoyed 
the favour of forne grandee, a thing that in ilí-
conítituted citiés is eternally fuperior tojuñice, 
were confined ; but Meio, who with mariy others 
had íled from Siena, was with them declared re-
bels, and his palace demoliíhed. 

In the year 1357, the emperor Charles the 
f ourth confirmed all the privil¿fcs of this popu­
lar government, and made trie magiftrate who 
govetned the city of Siena, vicar of the emperor. 

la 
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r Irt i362, Giovanni deSalrmbeni, upon receiving 1362. 
fome injury, or at leaft taking fotne oíFence at the 
government, made himfclf the head of a confpi-
racy of many noblemen, and many of thofe popu­
lar raen who, for having been of the magiílracy 
of the nine, were admonifhed, and rendered in-
capable of office, to take the government out of 
the hands of the twelve, and reftore it to the nine, 
But the fepret was revealed to fo many, ihat one 
at latí informed the government: the plot was or^ 
dered by the twelve to be inquired into, and a 
very great number of confiderable people feized, 
fome beheaded, others baniíhed, and others im-
prifoped, and all this without any regular procefs 
of law or formality of trial. 

In 1363 z, new magiftracy was created, and 1363, 
called the Regulators, who had the care of revifing 
the accounts of thofe who had the management of 
the publie money, fo fee that the commons were 
not defraqded. 

In 1365 frefh quarrels arafe hetween the Mala^ 136$.. 
volti and, Talomei, and a plot was difeovered of 
the Piccalamini againft the government of the 
twelve; and thefe families were fubje&ed to heavy 
fines for their punifhment, probably becaufe thq 
government had not ftrength to inflid a feverer 
chaftifement. And this timidity appeared to be 
well founded in another inftance the fame year, 
when their ambaffadors returned from Rome, one 
of whom being attached to the nobles, had given 
offence to the twelve, by fpeaking freely againft 
them in his abfence : he was caft into prifon ; but. 
the government were not able to punifh him with 
death as they intended, for fix noblemen appear­
ed in arms to defend him, Thefe inftances, with 
many others, fhew, that however arbitrarily or 
(fverely the nobles and moft revered families are 
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excluded, they will ever have a controuling in-
fluence over the government, when in one aflcm-
bly of commons only, fometimes by fecret prac-
tices, at others by'open forcé. Indeed, fuch fa-
milies are always in reality the heads of the fac-
tions that tear the ftate, though, in appearance, 
they have no (haré in it, as appeared more plainly 
the next year, when thofe twelve who had the go-

2367. vernment in their hands were afnifted beyond 
meafure with fears of nevv animofities and infur-
reftions againft them. They found themfelves di-
vided into two factions, one called the Canefchi, 
and the other Grafleili, the former the favourites 
of the Salimbeni, and the other of the Tolomei. 
Knowing that the nobility were irritated by the 
late imprifonment of their friend the ambaflador, 
and by the defign which the twelve had difcovered, 
by means of falfe teftimony, to take his life and 
confifcate his eítate, if he had not been defended 
by the nobles, they looked out for foreign aid, 
and fent to the pope to obtain it; they fent alfo 
ambafíadors, fome noble and fome popular, to 

* the emperor, to found his difpoíition towards the 
republic. Among thefe was John Salimbeni, a 
man of prudence, very ufeful to the ftate, and in 
high reputation abroad. His death at this time 
was a public calamity; for the twelve, dreading 
the unión of the noble houfes, artfully introduced 
and excited among them every provocation to 
arms, to keep them divided, and excite one family 
againft another. The nobles at laft perceiving 
the malicious artífice, fecretly united among them­
felves, and ftimulating a greater hatred to one 

1368. another than ever, on the id of September, 1368, 
the firft families armed themfelves, accompahied 
with their friends and adherents of all parties, as 
if they intended to come to a decifive battle againft 

each 
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«ach othcr, and thus unitedly, at one time, 
turned tbeir arms againft the magiftracy of the 
tvvelve, and drove them out of the palace, taking 
poffeffion of the arms, and, without putting any 
to death, tnade thenafelves mafters of the city and 
the ftate. At once they new-modelled the go­
vernment, ordaining a magiftracy of ten noble-
men, and three of thofe popular men wbo had 
been of the nine, took poffeffion of the fortrefles, 
and fent ambafladors to the emperor to obtain his 
confirmation of their new authority : but they 
found that ambafladors from the twelve, and 
thofe plebeians who ftill adhered to them, had ar-
rived before them, to folicit Charles's aid to reco-
ver their power; and had filled the court with 
ílanders to fuch a degree, as to move the empe-
ror's compaflion in their own favour, and his in-
dignation againft their antagonifts. He therefore 
amufed the ambafladors of the latter with falfe 
promifes, while hefentMalateftadiRimini to re­
mítate the former; a defign in which, by the 
treachery and ambition of the Salimbeni, he fuc-
ceeded. As foon as it vvas known in Siena that 
Malatefta, with his forces, were approaching in 
the neighbourhood, the little people, in the inte-
reft of the twelve, arofe fuddenly and tumultu-
oufly in arms, and, with the afliftance of the Salim­
beni, forced open the gates to admit the imperial 
rumy, not without an obftinate battle, however, 
which continued the whole day (September 24, 
1368) and great ílaughter. The government was 
thus again taken from the nobles, their houfes 
plundered, and themfelves driven out of the city 
to their caftles in the country. The multitude of 
plebeians having tafted with the government of 
the city the fweets of public honours, power, 
and riches, combated furiouíly upon this occa-
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fion ; and having, by the aid of Malatefta and the 
Salimbeni, been viclorious, they reformed the go-. 
vernment. Excluding the nobles, they inftituted 
a council of one hundred and twenty-four popular 
men, vvhom they called The Council of Refor-
mcrs, becaufe to them was given authorúy to re-
form the conftitutian. Sixty-two of thefe were of 
the plebeians, or little people, thirty-five of thofe 
popular men who had been in the office of the 
twelve, and twenty-eight of thofe who had been, 
in the office of the nine, or of their defcendants 
or aflociates, who governed with the participa-
tion of Malatefta, who was in Sjena the lieute-
nant or vicar of the emperor after the expulfioq 
of the nobles. Thefe having held the govern-
ment of the ftate twenty-two days, and inha-
bited the palace of the íignori, re-inftated the 
magiftracy of the twelve, compofed of five of the 
Jittle people, four of the twelve, and three of the 
nine, who had been in the magiftracy of the con­
fuís, together with ten gentlemen, and deter-
mined .that all thefe íhould be called The Twelve 
Lords Defenders of the People of Siena. They 
made a new box of magiftrates, in which they put 
fifty-one ballots, in each of which was contained, 
a magiftracy of twelve citizens, with thediftribu-
tion befare mentioned of five, four, and three, 
By this ws fee, that a complete ariftocracy was, 
eftabliíhed, and a very narrow one too, fuch as 
may well be cal)e4 an oligarchy, by this facción 
of the little people, or plebeians. The chpice of 
magiftrates wjs confined to fifty perfons only, 
They created alfo a general council of fix hundred, 
and fifty popular men, preferving the fame pro-
portion oí five, four, and three, to continué til! 
January next. To this council they joined an-
Gfher, called The Council of the Companies, tq 

thq 
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the number of two hundred and forty; and this is 
the firft time that in the public books was vvritten 
and preferved thc memory of the divifions amang 
the people : and thus, by creating magiitrates ex~ 
prefsly and avowedly by diilributions of fj&ionsj 
of orders, and of mountains, as they did after-
wards, they made their difcords immorral. Ani-
moiicies, kept alive by thefe records, not orily coft 
the uves of an infinite number of individuáis in 
the frequent and bloody innovations which fo\-
lowed, but finally proved the deflxuétion of the 
whole commonwealtb, and the eftablifhment of 
the domination of one man. So fays the hiflorian : 
but whether thefe records had exiíted or not, the 
calamities, and the iflue of them, would have been 
the fame, if they had not changed their govern-
ment from one aflerably to two, and feparated the 
executive authoricy from both. Scrambling for 
loaves and fiíhes, jn a¡i aflembly of people, or re-
prefentatiyes ór nobles, or in a mixture or unión 
pf both, will fox ever have the fame effefts. 
Thefe reformers annulled all the deliberations and 
decrees made by the late magiftracy of the nobles, 
except thofe which cqntained the liberation of the 
baniíhed and condemned, Wiíhing to reward the 
noble houfe of Salirobeni for the benefit received 
from them, they gaye them, in honour and re-
compence qf their perfidy againft the other no­
bles, fiye caftles; and moreover, with privileges 
proportioned to their merit, they made them po­
pular citizens, that they might be capable of 
being in the magiítracy, The Salimbeni were thf 
firft who, after the example of Manlius, {he firít 
of the Romans, who from a patriciap made himfelf 
a plebeian, and from a fimilar caprice, renqunced 
bis nqbility, that by the aid of the plebeians he 
tnight make himfelf mafter pf the liberties of 
his coyntiy. So fays the biftorjan : and it is true 

there 
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there is a remarkable refemblance betvveen the 
rtvalry of Manlius and Camillas, and that of the 
Salimbeni and Tolomei; and both examples are 
cqually demonflrativé of the dangers and evils of 
a fovereignty in one affembly. There will ever be 
two rival familics to tear the vitáis of the ftate, 
and one or the orher, perhaps both, will facrifice 
truth, right, honour, and ^iberty, to obtain the 
afeendeney. The nobles, now chafed from the 
city, met at Cerretto Ciampoli, to confult whac 
they ought to do to regain their fituations in the 
city. The magiílrates of the tvvelve having in-
telligence of this affembly, declared fix noblemen 
of the houfe of Cerretani rebels, which obliged 
them, with the others, to look out for fome ftrong 
place to make the feat of vvar. As they were to 
be treated as enemies, one part of the Tolomei 
took poffeffion of the caftle of Montieri, another 
that of Traguanda, the Malavolti oceupied Cafti-
glione, the Piccolomini Batignana, and others 
other caítles, from whence they began to make 
war upon all the country of Siena, to interceptthe 
fupplies of provifions, to demoliíh the milis, and 
ro carry their depredations to the very walls, 
holding the people in continual alarm and terror, 
and the city in a manner befieged, fo that few 
had the courage to go in or out. The tvvelve 
defenders, in order to difunite the nobles, par-
doned all the others, and baniíhed only the To­
lomei, Malavolti, Piccolomini, Cerretani, Sarra-
cini, and Forteguerri, to the diftance of twenty 
miles in the country, in lands fubjefl to the em-
peror, upon penalty of life and fortune. This 
proclamation was not obeyed, and an army vvas 
fent, under command" of the podefta Simone di 
Spoleto, elecled by Malatefta, to recover from the 
noblemen the lands they held of the commons 
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of Siena; but returned without fuccefs, to wait a 
better opportunity. It appeared by this time to 
the order of the tvvelve, that they had been im-
menfe lofers by the change of government; be-
caufe in the government of the nobles they had 
been deprived of nothing, but enjoyed the full 
íhare of the faélion of the twelve without the 
participation of any other : at jSrefent they orily 
íhared a third part, and being ítimulated by am-
bition, which oftener meafures things by its will 
than its prudence, did not confider thofe dangers 
which concealed themfelves under their immode-
rate defires. They perfuaded the little people, 
that by joining with them they could eaíily ex-
clude, by forcé, the order of the nine from the 
regency. The people joining them in arms, foon 
put the plot in execution; but the fame people, 
finding ib eafy and happy a fuccefs, rofe in their 
courage, as they had no arms in their hands, be-
gan in their tura to think more of theia»vn con-
venience, pront, pleafure, and utilit^pPhan of 
their honour, integrity, or the public good, and, 
without ceremony, deprived the twelve alfo of 
their íhare in adminiftration; and burning the gate 
of the palace, and the major part of the public 
books, with a great noife, and univerfal convul^ 
fion of the city, dragged out of the palace the 
three of the nine, and the fourof the twelve, who 
refided in the office of the twelve lords defenders 
of the people of Siena. To avoid more fcanda-
lous excefles, and to put an end to the tumult of 
the people, who would not be fatisfied ñor quieted 
without a new order to reform the government of 
the city, by transferring it to the little people, or 
(to diftinguifh them more clearly from thofe other 
popular men who had been of the party of the 
nine and of the party of the twelve) to thofe 
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who were truly the plebeians, and altogether new 
men, becaufe (as the plebeians faid in Rome, 
wben, in high wrath againft the nobles, they 
created Terentius Varro confuí]) thofe plebeians, 
who had already been ennobled by ferving in the 
government, deípifed the lower plebeians (la plebe 
baña) more, and íhevv themfelves more inimical 
to them, than the ancient nobility, Malatefta en-
tered the palace, and ele&ed eighteen of the little 
people, who, together vvith the five of the fame 
fort who remained in the palace of the twelve de­
fenders, and three gonfáloniers of the thirds of 
the city, and four of the noble houfe pf Salim-
beni, reformed anew the government of the re-
public. Thefe meeting, without lofs of time, in, 
the confiftory, which is the apartment where the 
íignori ufually aíTembled, with Malatefta, con-
íirming the councü of M. Reame di M. Norte? 
Salimbeni, made an elección of ten of the little 
people,^^p, with the five who had remained in 
the palawf were to exercife the office, now aug-
mented from twelve to fifteen defenders of the 
people of Siena, until the bcginning of January 
next, with the fame authority which thofe had who, 
exercifed the office of the twelve governors and 
adrainiftrators of the republic of Siena before 
rhe fecond day of September laft. Thus the new 
magiftrates were ali made of popular men, who 
had not been of the ñipe, or of the "twelve: and 
fo the eighteen refórmers, from the others ordered. 
by Malatefta, they added a certain number, bjf 
the diftribution of the companies, who, with the 
fifteen lords defenders, made the number of one 
hundred and fifty reformers, all of the lefler peo­
ple, who, with ampie authority given them by 
Malatefta, as imperial vicar, Were to reform the 
government. The twelve now perceiving their 
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error, and that, by attempting to ufurp upon 
bthers, they had loft their own, they fenr, with 
the privity ofthe Salimbeni, to negotiate with the 
emperór yet at Rome, to ihe end tliat, paffing on 
his return through Siena, he might effe¿t their re-
íloration to the ftate. The popular men of the 
greáter number, Mili denominated in the public 
books The Little People, having información of 
that eífort of the twelve, and coníidering that, if 
the twelve íhould unite with the nobles and the 
nine, and be aííifted by ihe arms of Charles, they 
might eafily make themfelves maíters of the cityj 
and feize the government, thought it more pru-
dent to yield a part by confent, than run the 
rifque of loüng the whole by forcé. Moved by 
this coníideration (fuch is trié inconftancy of the 
multitude if the rcformers ordained, that thofe 
Faclions which had beén dragged from the palace 
íhould return, and reíide in their offices with the 
fifteen defenders till the fírít of January, at which 
time they were to join in the ballot, and draw¿ 
from the boxés already made by the other refor-
mers, three popular men, of whom the one who 
Íhould have the moft votes in the council of the 
reformers was to be captain of the people, who 
provéd to be Matteino di fer Ventura Menzani, 
lo that the magiftracy confifted of the number of 
fifteen, of whom eight were of thé little people, 
four of the tvvelve, and three of the nine. They 
declared, niOreover, that the gónfaloniers of the 
tliirds of the cityj different from the gónfaloniers 
of the companies whom they were to command, 
íhould be cailed Mafter Gónfaloniers, and íhould 
always be of the little people, as the captain of the 
people ; and the three counfellors of the fame 
captain íhould be taken, one from each fort of 
people. This captain, whh his counfellors and 
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mafter gonfaloniers, had full amhority, in fa<S, 
though noc according to the orders in the (la­
tines, and a difcretionary power in all crimina! 
cafes, but not in civil. From this reform had 
its firft original the order of Reformers; for 
this ñame of reformers remained aftervvards in 
thofe popular men who were of the counci! 
of the laft reformers, and defcended to their pof-
terity, as it happened before to the nine and the 
twelve, all of whom had their origin from the 
people. This tripartiré divifion appeared to the 
reformers to be a moft powerful caufe of diviíions 
and difcords, which they wifhed to prevent, and 
therefore ordered thefe diftincYions to be annulled. 
and the whole people to be united in óne body, 
and that, when in any writing there íhould be 
occafion to mention the little people, it íhould be 
called the people of the greater number; that 
the party of the twelve íhould be called the 
people of the middle number; and the nine, the 
people of the leíTer number :* but although the 
ñames of the faétions were changed, the fub-
ftance of things was not united. As thefe diftinc-
tions arife frotn that conftitution of human nacure, 
and courfe of its paflions, which legiflation is not 

* This record is very curious, and worth inferting.—ítem 
confiderantes, difti providentes, quod ex divifione populi, ci-
vitates diftruuntur, et annihilantur et magnam divifionem 
prsebet, ordo faftus per alios reformatores, quo.cavetur, quod 
officiaiis eligantur per quinqué de populo parvo, quatuor de 
gente duodecirr., et tres de gente novem,-eoque ubi debet po-
pulus eñe unitus. Sit tri partitus, et ideo provideretur, quod 
diéhim capitulum et ordinamentum, fit caffum, et fit totus 
populus Senenfis unicus, et unum corpus cenfeatur, et, C-
quando, in aliqua fcriptura eflet mentio facienda de popu'° 
parvo, dicatur de populo majoris numero, et fi de gente dwo-
decim effet facienda mentís, dicatur de populo mediocris nu­
men, et fi de gente novem, dicatur de populo minoris nu' 
meri, 
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yet perfeft enough to alter, or to remedy, but by 
making the diftindtions themfelves legal, and aí-
íigning to each its íhare, whatever it may be 
hereafter, the fame difcords remained among the 
popular men, and preferved always the fame dif-
tinctions in the public books. They ordained 
further, that of the cfficers of merchandife, oí 
chamberof commerce, there íhould be two ofthe 
people of the greater number, one of thofe of the 
middle number, and the other of the leíler num­
ber, while the nobles íhould remain out of the 
city; but in cafe they íhould return, inftead o/ one 
of the two of the greater number, a nohféman 
íhould be eleéled; and this rule they followed in 
after-times, eleéting one nobleman and three popu­
lar men; and by this order it became a declared 
point, that the nobles were not comprehended in. 
the people, but were diftinct from. them. They 
further ordained (correfting the order given con-
cerning the mode of elefting the three popular 
members, who were to be joined to the tweive of 
the baliot, to be drawn every two months, to make 
the number of fifteen defenders) that by the coun-
cil of reformers íhould be put into the boxes a 
hundred for each third, and that in drawing for ma-
giftrates eight íhould be drawn for each third; and 
made many other provilions to confolidate, as they 
faid, the popular ftate, which were very difpleaíing 
to the tweive, who could not endure that the nine 
íhould be reftored, and the greater part of the go-
vernment íhould be taken out of their hands. 
They could not fít eafy undec this mortification, 
but with the favour of the Salimbeni they fre-
quently ftirred up freíh tumults, which Malatefta 
with his foldiers had trouble enough to fupprefs. 
The tweive, with the Salimbeni at their head, ftill 
reftlefs, appüed to the emperor, and made him 
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great. óffers to aíliíl them in new-modeíhrig tné 
government. The emperor vvculd not agree witli-
out the confent ot* the fenate br general council¿ 
vvhich vvas forhetimes uporl great occafions called 
together. Bbing aflembled at this time to thé 
numberof 869, they refufed their confent; but by 
a vote of 721 coriiktaed the prefent forrh, im-
pofing grievóus penalties üpón all fuch as íhould 
ípeak or a£t aiiy thing againft it, tír áttempt ariy 
aheration in it. The twelve, pefcéiving by this 
that they códld not fucceed ih this way to obtairi 
theír*unconquerable deliré of maílerihg the go­
vernment, deliberatéd üpori the means ót fecuring 
by arms, what by intrigue ánd fraud they hád not 
been able to acquire: they flattered themfélves, 
that by the intereft of the famtly of Sálimbeni 
they conld procure the aid of Csefar's arms. 
While in Sienaj through the diicdrds excited by 
the twelve, the public remained in this fluñuating 
fíate, the nobles in éxile made frequérit inroads 
into its territbry with their Cavalry, plundering 
and bürning at their pleafuire, and Holding the 
city in a mannér befieged. The emperor taking 
advantage of this, laboured with bóth parties to 
lay afide their anirnoíities. A truce was agreed on, 
and arbitrators or mediators to fettle thé preten-
fions of all parties. The mediators affembled in 
a church, but the twelve and the Sálimbeni ftu-
died to prevent their determiriation. The people 
and the hiñe were willing the nobles fliould ré-
turn. The twelve and the Sálimbeni peffuaded 
the emperor to negotiate with the pope to fend a 
légate; becauíe, leeing the people and the niné 
concur in the return of the nobility, it appeared 
to them they íhould be too inferior iri forcé and 
influence to their fenemies without the aid of fo-
reign arms. 
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Parties remaining in fufpenfe and fufpicion of 
one another, neither dared to lay down their 
arms. At laft it appeared to the twelve, that, 
by Favour of the imperialifts and the pope's lé­
gate, they had acquired enough to be fuperior, 
and, not willing to lofe the opportunity, they 
madeNiccolo Salimbenitheir head,and with many 
foreign troops they began the uproar, and, with a 
great fhovv and noife of arms, crying, Away with. 
the traitors of the nine, who wijli to rejiore the 
nobles ! they ran through the third of the city, 
and having met Scotto di Minuccio, who was 
captain of his company, they killed him, becaufe 
he had given his opinión for confirming the boxes 
of ballots and the government, and proceeded to 
the houfes of feveral families oíthe nine to aiTaffi-
nate them. Not finding them, becaufe they had 
fled for fafety, the twelve, with their mob, ran 
through the whole third, plundered the houfes 
of the nine, and then marched to the palace, 
and, with the connivance of Malatefta, who ap­
peared in the piazza with his armed men, they 
drove out the three of the nine, who were of 
the fifteen lords defenders, and afpiring at a 
complete viítory, they made the emperor move 
from the houfe of Salimbeni, where he was lodg-
ed, by giving him hopes, that by going in perfon 
to the palace he would have the city at his devo-
tion. On the other hand, the other twelve magif-
trates feeing dragged out of the palace three of 
their colleagues, tormentéd with indignation at 
the indignity of the infult, and at the danger they 
were in of lofing the government, fuddenly gave 
orders to the companies, and founding to arms, 
fo great a multitude of people afíembíed in arms 
in the piazza, and in fuch a rage, that the cap­
tain of the people, taking courage with his col-
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leagues to turn upon the twelve, the Salimbeni and 
podefta drove them out of the palace. The bat-
tles which enfued in the city were obflinate and 
bloody; fplendid feats of valour were difplayed on 
all fides, but they are unneceífary to be related. 
The government was finally triumphant, at leaft 
their military commanderhadall thepowerof adic-
tator. Negociations were foon opened between the 
principal men and the emperor, and it wasconclud-
ed that the fame government íhould ftand, under 
the emperor asitsfovereign lord.and the city íhould 
be confidered as a vicarage of the holy empire. But 
of what avail are treaties or decrees, or agreements, 
when the government remains in one affembly ? 
The emperor was fcarcely gone out of the city be-
fore freíh plots and treafons of the twelve and the 
Salimbeni weredifcovered,and new tumultsagainít 
the nine. The lords defenders, together with the 
council of reformers, to put a ftop to thefe difor-
ders, were obllged to créate a new office, which 
they cali the Executor, and gave him great 
authority in criminal' matters, even to proceed 
difcretionally, and without obferving the orders of 
the ftatutes. But with all this there was no fecu-
rity in town or country, and juftice was fo cor-
rupted that an infinite number of aíTaflinations 
and robberies were committed with impunity. 
Certain travellers at laft were robbed and murder-
ed in the neighbourhood of the caftle of Monte-
riggioni, and feveral men from the caftle ran out 
with their arms, took four of the men who had 
committed the robbery,and, without fending them 
to the city, or waiting for any trial, hanged them 
on the fpot; and as this example was íbllowed 
by the people in the country, the roads began to 
be more fecure, but in the city the infurreclions 
ftill continued. The executor having ohliged 
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to reriirn into ihe city all the popular men 
who had not been baniíhed ñor declared rebels, 
it happened that one Niccolo di Guelfo, of the 
order of the nine, in fome quarrel küled Niccolo 
di Legacei, and wounded two others of the or­
der of the twelve, who, happening to be prefent, 
actempted to defend him. At the rumour of 
this a great difturbance arofe. and numbers of 
people colleclred, and fell into ikirmiíhes, in which 
many were kil'ed. To quiet this commotion 
the lords defenders placed guards of foldiers in 
the palace, in the piazza, at the gates, and many 
other places, confined eight of the principáis of 
the order of the nine, and fixteen of the order 
of the twelve; and the delinquents having fled, 
the tumult fubfided. Propofitions of an accom-
modation between the nobles and populars had 
been made by the mediation of the marquis of 
Monferrato; but as little progreís was made in 
it, and the nobles were impatient, they took the 
caftle of Batignano, and approached to Monte-
pulciano, with the exiles from that territory 
(for every viilage had its difputes between the 
great and the little, and its revolutions, triumphs, 
and banifhments) who had intelligence with 
the popular party within, by whofe aid they 
entered, and made prifoner of Jacomo de Ca-
valieri, who had made himfelf lord of the place, 
and incending to fave his life, they threw him 
into prifon : but the plebeians were not fatis-
fied with depofing him and plundering his pro-
perty, but, to fatiate their revenge for the inju­
ries they thought they had received from him, 
went the next day to the prifon, and watching 
their opportunity, auaffinated him, and every one 
cut off a bit, as if they were defirous of carry-
ing his fleíh to marketj The nobles were fo 
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enraged at this againft the people, that they 
féll upon them, killed many, and drove others 
off the territory. When they had done this., they 
fet up another Government, and that a popular 
one (which is jémarkable enough), and departed. 
The marquis of Monferrato, who had undertaken 
the mediation at the requeíl of both parties, 
but faw that all his pains to reftore harmony 
between the nobles and populars would have 
no effeft, departed from Siena, and went to 
Florence, whence he communicated his avvard 
to Malavolti, who reprefented the nobles, and 
Guerieri, who was ambaffador for the popu­
lar men who governed the city. The decree, 
howcver, as he had forefeen, was accepted by 
neither party. One articíe was, that the Salim-
beni Ihould releafe to the republic the caftles 
which had been given them j and that they Ihould 
no longer hold the ftandard with the arms of the 
people, ñor the infantry, which the magiftrates 
had given them for the guard of their perfons. 
Upon the rumour of this, a part of the people, 
who followed the faftion of the tweive, made a 
tumulr, declaring that they would not degrade the 
honour ñor leffen the grandeur of the Salimbeni, 
and feveral perfons of confequence were killed 
in this riot. At this time the caftle and land 
of Pian Caflagniano was taken by the count de 
Ñola, captain of fome men of the church; and 
it was faid that the Salimbeni, contrary to their 
compací: with the commons of Siena, when it 
was given to them, had fold it. This report 
produced tokens of great difíatisfaction among 
the citizens in general, and efpecially when the 
fame count, within a few days, reduced the lands 
of S. Salvadore to his obedience, and held it as if 
he had been its fovereign. Moved at this lofs, 
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the fifteen lords defenders fent an ampie forcé and 
recovered ir. Ir now appeared to the Salimbeni 
that the popular men, by the lofs of Piancaftag-
niano, were difgufted with them, and had not the 
fame confídence and affe&ion for them, as rhey 
ufually had before this accident happened : where-
fore, confidering what rnight occur, being enemies 
of the other nobles, and not very acceptable to the 
popular men, they folicited the Florentine am-
bafladors, who" were in Siena, to treat ofpeace be-
tween the nobles and thofe who governed the 
ftate, and of a reconciliation betvveen them and 
the other nobles; and in a íhort time both points 
were accompliíhed, with lirtle fatisfa&ion, how-
ever, to thofe who governed the ílate, though in 
appearance they pretended the contrary. While 
the Florentines were treatíng of a peace betvveen 
the nobles and commons of Siena, Odoardo di 
Mariícotti, thinking the proceedings too flow, and 
defirous to haden them, began from a caftle of his 
to infeft the roads with his highwaymen, robbing 
and afTaffinating the merchants and others who 
travelled that way, which incited the magiílrates 
to fend out an army, and take and demoliíh his 
cañle, deftroying many of his people, and bring-
ing him prifoner to Siena. The fame army the 
day after marched to Campriano, where they 
fubdued another band of the nobles, employed in 
intercepting provifions in their way to Siena. 
Campriano they took by aflault, and deftroyed 
the fortrefs, after having flain in the aftion three 
of the houfe of Tolomei, three of the Piccólo-
mini, two of the Scotti, and one of the Manif-
cotti, with many others. The caftle of Cotone 
was obliged to capitúlate; Caftiglione fought 
nine hours inceftantly, and in the battle loft 
fome 0f t n e Tolomei, and fome of the Ma-
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lavolti, and many others of the nobles, but the 
place was taken, plundered, and burnt: after which 
the army returned to Siena with a great number 
of prifoners. There did not remain many of the 
nobles united together, capable of doing much 
damage to the dominions of the republic. On 
the other hand, the popular men, the more to 
confolidate their power, having feen the unani-
m'ity of the nobles, by order of the laft reform-
ers, ereóted a company, whom they called the 
Grand Families of the People, which íhould en­
dure to perpetuity among thofe popular men 
who íhould be elecled by the reforméis for the 
confervation of the popular ftate of the city, and 
of the company itfelf, into which no nobleman 
could be received. Every member was to take 
an oath to obferve the rules ordained for the main-
tenance of both the ftate and the fociety; and 
many exemptions and immunities were granted 
them. Every one whofe ñame was fubfcribed to 
the aflbciation, was to hold the arms of the peo-
pie painted in fome confpicuous place of his 
houfe ; from which infticution are feen at this day, 
over the doors of many honfes, the white lion. 
Theyhad alfo the priviiege of bearing the white 
lion in their own proper arms, ahd many perfons 
availed themfelves of it, as is feen in the arms of 
many families ftill remaining ; ail who were not 
of the aflbciation of the people were forbid to 
bear it in any manner. Thele and other regula-
tions being made, deíirous of preventing the in-
curfions, and repairing the damages done by the 
nobles in the country, they colieíted a numerous 
forcé, and went with it to their caftles, and feized 
fometimes upon one and fometimes on another, 
not meeting any power that could refift them, 
til! the republic of Florence, to whom, on the 
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I3th of May, 1369, had been referred the dif- 1369. 
ference between the people and the nobles, made 
their report, to the great fatisfaction of both par-
ties. The award wasdated the laftof June 1369, 
and, among the other articles of the peace, the 
nobles were to be reftored to their cauntry, and 
be made capable of all the magiftracies of the 
commonweakh, except thofe of iords defenders, 
gonfaloniers, and counfellors; and this was rati-
fied by the popular men in a general counci!. 
The,nobles in ten days ratified it on their part, 
to the wonderful fatisfaction of the city and the 
ftate, as they hoped to put an end to fo many 
miferies. The reformers afterwards, for the main-
tenance of the peace, as they faid, ordained griev-
ous penakies for any one of the nobles who íliould 
offend any of the people, and it was made capital 
for any one to ftrike or draw blood from any one 
of the council q^-eformers; and to fhow that 
affairs which in tqB many ought to be confidered 
and made known to many, wiíhing to increafe 
the number of that council, which was not at that 
time more than 150, on the lié of Auguft, 
1369, they added thofe of the little people, who 
had been of the firft reformers after the expulfion 
of the nobles, and thofe of the fame peopie who 
had been of the lords defenders fince January 
1368, or íhould be in future mafter gonfaloniers; 
and wiíhing to reform the council oí the people, 
it was ordained by the general council, that all 
the people, of whatever number, who íhall have 
been of the lords defenders, or of the twelve 
governors, after the 23d September, 1368, íhould 
be underftood to be of the council of the people: 
and from this the practice began, which continued 
as long as the republic, that thofe who had been 
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of the íignori were of this counci!. It was like-
wife ordained, that when any thing íhould obtain 
in the council of the people, which ought to be 
propofed to the general council, and the bells 
were ordered to ring for a general council, fitting 
the council of the people, the members of the 
council of the people íhould be members of the 
general council; and by this order the general 
council was converted into the council of the peo­
ple, and was congregated no more during the 
commonwealth. The public was very much in 
debt, and had not the means of fatisfying its 
creditors; it was therefore ordained, that all thofe 
who had lent money to the commons, and ought 
to be reimburfed, fnould be arranged in three dif-
ferent books, according to the diítinétion of the 
thirds of the city, and made creditors, each one, 
jn the fum total of his credit, with orders that 
the chamberlain íhould pay^fcthe rate of ten 
per cent, every year to eacnJPedkor: and this 
unión or confolidation of the public debt was 
called il monte, the mountain, or the lump; and 
this pradlice was afterwards repeated upon various 
occafions; and thefe were the provifions, which 
were punétually paid off by the chamberlain in 
the time of the republic, but were imitated af­
terwards by the arbitrary government of one, 
which fucceeded it, merely to abate the debt of 
every one who had lent money in the ordinary 
loans. We fee by this, that in thofe days repub-
licans had fome regard to honeñy and the public 
faith, and the infamy of defrauding creditors was 
left to the abfolute monarchy. 

The number of the reformers being increafed, 
their authority increafed every day, and with it the 
defire of reducing the office of lords defenders 
•viíholly to the little people, called the people of 
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the greater number. To this end, having in 1370 
excited certain tumuks among the journeymen 
and labourers in the woollen manufacture, who 
were thevery loweft of the people, who inhabited 
along the coaft of Ovile, and thefe meeting fre-
quentiy together, called themfelves the Company 
del Bruco, becaufe fuch was the enfign of that 
country ; many of thefe, having taken the occa-
fion of fome quarrels with their mafters in the 
woollen trade, and gui^ed by one Dominico, a 
retaüer of oíd cloth, raifed a great uproar, beat-
ing fome and threatening others; and being armed 
in great numbers, as it was a year of fcarcity, 
the'y turned to the houfes which had the reputa­
ron of having fome grain, where, through fear, 
it was given out to them. This quieted them for 
the prefent moment, till three of their leaders 
were taken up by the authority of the fenator, 
aad uponexamination, confeíTed crimes enough to 
condemn them to death. Upon this arofe aguin 
in arms all thofe of the company del Bruco, and 
with hideous noifes running to the palaceofthe 
fenator, and with menaces of burning his houfe, 
info!ently demanded the three prifoners, and with 
great fury began to fight with the officers of juf-
tice, and to collect materials for applying flre to 
the gate. The captain of the people, who was 
Francefco Naddo, perceiving thedanger in which 
the fenator was, and that the city was all in arms, 
took the refolution, in order to prevent by the 
public authority the diforder from increafing, to 
go in perfon and endeavour to fupprefs it. With 
his ftandard and trumpets before him he arrived 
at the palace of the fenator; but finding it im-
poíTible to allay the fury of the plebeians other-
wife, he made the fenator fet at liberty the three 
prifoners, and returned to his palac-e, believing 
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that the company wouid lay down their arms as 
they had promiíed; but having come ofF con-
querors in this warfare, and committed a robbery 
on juftice herfcif, they acquired ío much pre-
flimptian, that rartning with great violente to 
the gate of the palace of the ugnori, and find-
ing it locked, they raifed a loud ciamour, that the 
four lords of the orderof the twelve^ and thethree 
of the order of the nine, ihould be baniíhtxl, and 
they attempted in fevera^ways to accompliíh it 
by forcé; but finding them well defended, they 
ran to the palaceof the Salimbeni, to avail them-
felves of their affiíbnce and authority. Having 
in the way rencountered Nannuccio di Francefco, 
who had been a few months before captain of the 
people, becaufe he had upon that occafion favour-
ed the order of the tvvelve, they affaíTinated hím. 
The Salimbeni wouid not move ñor intermeddle 
in rhis fedition : they therefore took from them 
tW .̂ colours with the enfign of the people, which, 
as arjociates of that faftion, they ítiil held at their 
window, although they had made a peace with 
the other nobles. From the gonfaloniers of Ca-
mulüa and San Martino they took likewife their 
ftandards, and having given them to others, they 
returnedto make a freíh attack upon thepalace; 
and being repulfed from thence, they fent a party 
towards Camullia to attack the houfe of the Sa­
limbeni, againft whom they were bitterly enraged, 
becaufe they wouid not concur in this revolution. 
Meeting a company of noblemen of the houíés of 
Salimbeni, Maíavolti, Tolomei, Renaldini, and 
others, m confiderablenumbers, who had made a 
great exertion, and taken arms to quell this tumult 
of the plebeians, the parties went to aclion imme-
diately, and the noblemen were many of them 
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killed, and the reft routed : and although many 
men vvere elecled to endeavour to quiet the dif-
turbance, they not only found no means of fup-
preffing, but they found it impoffible to prevent it 
from increafing every moment in violence; until 
one morning, in the month of July, the company 
of the people arofe in arms, with the company del 
Bruco, and draggt-d from the palace the fbur 
lords who refided there, of the order of the twelve, 
and three of the order of the nine, ihftead of whom 
were elecled by the people of the larger number 
feven others, to refide with the eight vvho re-
niained in the palace, and fiil up the number of 
fifteen fignori. But fufpeéting that, by their 
having thus reduced into their own hands the 
whole government of the city, the other citizens 
would be provoked to make an alteration, the 
council of reformers, to whom full power had been 
given by the general council, refolved that the 
ñames of thofe of the twelve and the nine, who 
had been pulled out of the palace, íhould be re-
turned into the box of the freemen, fo that they 
might be drawn another time to refide in the fame 
office, and enjoy the fame privilege, as ff they had 
remained in the palace two months entire. The 
order of the twelve, however, not being fatisfied 
with this regulation, confpired with fome of the 
nine, aided by thecaptain of the people, who, al­
though hewas himfelf of the popular order of the 
greater number, was of an elevated fpirit, and 
could not bear, that with fuch indignity the ftate 
íhould be reduced, in his time, into the hands of 
men of fuch bafe condition, entered into the con-
fpiracy, fent them the maíter gonfaloniers, with 
their arms, who united with the confpirators, and 
unexpecliedly attacked thofe of the company del 
Bruco, in their own houfes., on the coaíl of Ovile, 
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and, before they fiad time to get their arms and 
make a ftand, aíTaflinated a great part of them, 
and became exafperated into fuch rage and fury, 
that they had no con'lderation of age or fex, but 
murdered without diftinórion all who came in their 
way. At the farne time the company of the peo-
pie having rifen, combated in the piazza, and in 
leveral places of the city, wkh great ferocity, and 
the twelve, with their confpirators, remained in 
many places fuperior •, but a ftone, caft from the 
tower of the paiace, fell upon the gonfalonier 
of San Martino, who with his company, returned 
from thecoaft of Ovile, combated in the piazza, 
and ftruck him to the ground, and every one, who 
faw him, believed him to be dead. By this acci-
dent his party was feized with a panic and fled, 
and gave an opportunity to the popular party to 
gain the fuperiority, and break and rout the con-
ípirators. A part of the principal leaders of the 
confpiracy were taken prifoners, together with 
Francino, captain of the people, and Magio Calzo-
laio, gonfalonier of the third of the city, and on 
the firft of Auguif, t37i , without letting them 
finiíh the termof their magiftracy, a moft mifer-
able and horrible example was fet, bv cutting off 
their heads publicly in the piazza : at the fame 
time, they beheaded many others; but the two 
other gonfaloniers, having faved themfelves by 
flight, were declared rebels, with many others, 
and a new reformation of the ftate was refolved on. 
The reformers made a new box of magiftrates for 
five years, continuing the office of the fifteen de-
fenders, of whom twelve were popular men of the 
greater number, who were afterwards called re­
formers, and three popular men of the fmaller 
number, who were thofe of the order of the nine, 
and in place of Francino was fubñituted, as cap­
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íain of the people, Landino Fabro: and con-
firming the ufual order, they relolved, that with 
the lords defenders íhouid intervene the prefident, 
of the council of reformers, who was changed 
every third day, with his counfellors, although 
in the magiftracy they had joined fourofthe lktle 
peopie in place of thofe whom they took away of 
the twelve, to give a more decifive íuperiority to 
their faótion. They admoniíhed and difqualified 
all thofe of the peopie of the middle number 
who had been of the twelve, and twelve families 
of the people of the leíTer number, who had been 
of the nine, and fome of the people of the greater 
number, who had been numbered among the re­
formers, who had agreed with the twelve. Two 
hundred and twenty-eight were condemned in pe-
cuniary penalties ; and 'all thofe who were con=-
demned were called, without diftinction, Fini. A 
number of men, both horfe and foor, fent by the 
Salimbeni for the fervice of the twelve, arrived at 
Torrenieri, but learning theturn cfaffairs, return-
ed back. To the number of the reformers afrer-
wards joined themfelves almoft all the leíTer ar-
tificers ; and for the fecurity of the fíate they had 
from Florence a hundred cavalry. The public, by 
great expences and little government, being with­
out any appropriation of money that they could 
avail themfelves of, the reformers introduced the 
praélice of íelling the public revenue, befides the 
confifcations and penaldes, for three years, which 
did not obtain more than three hundred and 
eighteen thoufand golden florins. This com-
mencement of the ufage of íelling the public re-
venues, which was continued from this time, was 
the reafbn why the public was always in debt: 
íelling for a fmall price, which was not fufficient 
for the neceflary expences, illegal practices were 
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the confequence, and from thence new feditions, 
which finally accomplifhed che ruin of the repub-
lic. The twelve did not ceafe to move many 
things to the prejudice of the reformers, becauie 
the capacity of being in the magtftracy was now 
taken from them. For fecurity their arms were 
taken from them, and placed in the chamber of 
the commons, and the captain of the people feized 
many of them on fufpicion, and they weie in great 
danger of lofing their heads. 

The year following, the conclu£t of the twelve 
occafioned the fame fufpicions. The nobles them-
felves were never more impatient of exclufion, 
ñor more eager to try every expedient to recover 
their fhare in the fíate. The nobles, indeed, were 
not only injured, but had a right to complain. 
The twelve were injured, but they had only that 
wrong done to them which they had fec againft 
the nobles, and they ought to have recollecled, 

Nec lex ejijujlior ulla 
§>uam necis artífices arte perirefitá. 

But if the rule of doing as you would be done by 
were the rule of life, and obferved by all men, 
there would perhaps be no need of government ac 
al(. The twelve, to be fure, did not think their 
own cafe and that of the nobles parallel, but were 
indefatigable in infinuating, fometimes into one, 
and fometimes into another of the httle peoplt-, 
that it was neitherprofitable to them, ñor honour-
able to the pubüc, to fuffer thofe reformers to 
tyrannife over the city; and they frequently fuc-
ceeded in drawing over to their fide partifans, 
with whom they proceeded to confult of the means 
of carrying their intentions, to take the govern­
ment out of the hands of the reformers into effe¿t. 
They opened themfelves to fo many, that at length 

the 
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the mach'nation wasdifcovered, and numberstaken 
up; amongwhomwas SerCeccod'Andrea,theman 
of the higheft reputation with the twelve, who was 
beheaded; and ofthe others, fomewere imprifoned, 
others fined, and thofe who had efcaped by flighc 
v/ere banifhed: and Ser Agnoia d'Andrea was con -
demned, becaufe, having rnade a dinner for íome 
of his friends at his country houfe, no reformer was • 
invited. Other inftances of the groffeíl proftitu-
tion ofthe judicial power were attempted by the 
vulgar tyrants, who now had the fway. Giovanni 
Caizettaio, who was one of the council of reform-
ers, profecuted one of the twelve for ftriking hirru 
Niccolo RoíTo da Tarano, the podefta, upon ex-
amination ofthe parties face to face, found evi-
dence of the malicious fraudofthe reformer, who, 
to give a colour to his falfe accufation, that the 
other had broke the law, by which it was made 
capital to ftrike or draw blood of a reformer, had 
ftruck and drawn blood from himfelf; and had the 
integrity to impriíbn the complainant, who was 
found to be ío abandoned a fellow, and had fo 
many charges brought againft him of atrocious 
crimes, thac the podefta adjudged him to have his 
head cut off under the gaJlows, fince it was ncr 
lawful tohim,beingone of the reformers. Jufiice, 
it feems, though attempted, was not yer fo protii-
tuted but that many others were chaftiíed for 
enormous crimes ; but the moft of the crimináis 
being of the people of the greater number, who 
wére the dominant faólion, and held the great part 
in the government, tumults were generated in no 
fmall numbers among the multitude. But when 
Antonio di Orfo and Deo Malavolti were impri­
foned for having earried off a young woman with 
her own confent, and, to fatisfy the plebeians who 
were in arms, beheaded, and haif a dozen other 

noblemen 
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noblemen for other crimes executed, the ple-
beians were pacified and foftened by the blood of 
fo many nobles, and that infurrection, which had 
been raifed to fave the lives of the condemned 
plebcians, was quelled. When all were returned 
to their habitationsj and their arms !aid afide, the 
fenator, Louis della Marca, ordered to be feized 
four of thofe who were the heads of the late fedi-
tion to obftruft the courfe ofjuftice, and fentenced 
them to be hanged; others he imprifoned, and 
fome were fined. The fenator, among fo many 
controverfies, rumours, and tumults, as oc-
curred during his adminiftration, although ex 
debito juftitise he had been obliged to order fo 
many executions, run a great rifque of being af-
faffinated in thofe popular feditions of multitudes, 
who were offended by him, and both himfclf and 
his family were under no finall apprehenfions. In 
fuch a ftate of fociety the human heart pours forth 
all its turpitude, and all parties appear to be 
equally abandoned. The fignior of Perolla, a 

1373- callle of Maremma of Siena, died, and left an only 
daughter heir to the eftate and the lordíhip. 
Andrea Salimbeni, who was a relation, went to 
yifit the young lady, by fome fraudulent ílrata-
gem which is not explained, put her to death, and 
made himfelf patrón or tyrant of the place, and, 
with a gang of people under his command, com-
mitting robberies on the highvvays, and all the 
neighbouring places, rendered it unfafe to pafs in 
that quarter. The fame of this was foon carried 
to the Sienefe, who fent out a body of men, under 
the command of the fenator, and the 13a of 

J374" April, 1374, took the place, and carried Salim­
beni, with twenty-eight others, prifoners to the 
city. Sixteen of thefe in a few days were be-
headed by order of the fenator j but either from 

refpeft 
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refpecT: to the family, or from fear of their power, 
he dtd not praceed againft Salimbeni. Upon chis 
the company del Bruco again aróle in arms, with 
the other plebeians, and running to the palace, 
with threats demanded of the lords defenders that 
juftice Ihould be done upon Andrea Salimbeni» 
The captain of the people, the two priores, and 
their colleaguesofthelords defenders, found them-
felves fo mean in fpirir, fo infertile in council, ib 
uníkilful at their own game> that not knowing any 
better way to prevent the evil from increafing, 
they gave authority to Noccio Sellaio, to do in 
that emergeney whatever he ihould judge ufeful 
to the commonvvealth. Noccio feizing ardently 
this opportunity, by which he thought to gain the 
hearts of the plebeians, and by their favour raife 
himlelf to power and fuperiority above his fellow-
citizens, entered into the palace of the fenator, and 
fitting down in the midft of an immenfe crowd, on 
the bench from whencefentence was ufually given, 
condemned AndreaSalimbenitodeath, and ordered 
his head to be ftruck ofFbefore the public. ín-
tending to difpatch Pietro Mofla in the fame man* 
ner, he was prohibited by the major part of the 
reformers, who began to perceive his defign¿ and 
to fee the error which the lords defenders had 
committed in giving him fuch an authority : and 
akhough he had at his heels the company del 
Bruco, and the other loweft plebeians, they re-
voked the power that had been given him. This 
meafure excited a great tumult in the city j buc 
the reformers, being united, were able to quiet it. 
Niccolo and Cione Salimbeni, with athers of the 
fame family, and their aflbciates, moved with in-
dignation and grief at the outrage which had been 
committed upon Andrea, took from the co.m-
mons of Siena the caftles of Montemaífi and Boc-
cheggiano, and with large companies went about, 
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commicting deprcdations in many places in ñs¿ 
country. The reformers, to make preparations 
for recovering their lands, and íor making head 
againft the Salimbeni and their followers, ereated 
a new magiftracy of ten citizens, to ftiperintend 
the eonduft of the war. The firft provifion made 
by this new councilof war was, to imprifon twenty-
fix citizens of the order of the twelve, and con-
demn them in twelve thoufand golden florins, 
which were immediately paid. Was the robbery 

. of Salimbeni woríe than this ? They next fent to 
demand aid of Fiorénce and Lucca, and obtained 
it j but ambaffadors were fent from Florence, Pe-
rugia, and other places, at the fame time, to make 
peace ¡f poffible, knowing that their own difcon-
tented and diftrafted fa&iorrs were Feady to break 
out: but the Salimbeni would not iiften to any 
thing, becaufe the ten had fent an army in forcé 
to the caftle of Boccheggiano, with orders and in-
ftruments for deftroying the walls, crofs-bows, and 
precipices, and other things which in thoíe days 
were ufed in war to fortify the lands. On the 
other hand the Salimbeni, having collected toge-
iher many of their friends and adherents, watched 
a convenient opportunity, fallied out from their 
lands, and attacking their enemies withoat the 
leaíl expedation, broke their order, put them to 
flight, took many prifoner plundered their camp, 
and burnt all the frames, baftions, buildings, and 
inftruments they found there. As foon as this 
defeat was well known in Siena, the relations of 
thofe many citizens who remained priíoners ran 
in arms to the houfes of the Salimbeni, and feized 
all they could find of thofe families, that they 
inight hold them as hoftages to redeem their own 
-relations. Neither the plague ñor famine, both 

IJ74'. of which raged this year, 1374, could preveía 
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Continual plots of the Salimbeni and the twelve 
ta recover the government of the city^ and con-
itant íkirmiíhes and wars between them and the 
rcformers and lords defenders throughout all the 
territories ofthe republic. In-the year following 
ambafladors werc fent from feveral friendly cities, 
to perfuade peace between the reformers and the 
Salimbeni. The reformers, defirousoflefíening the 
number of their enemies, in 1379 reñored all the 
rebels whohadbeen denominated Fini, and baniíh-
ed in the time of thofe feditions which were made 
by the gonfalonieis and the twelve; and of thefe 
they made ufeful guards for the paiace, &c. The 
nobles, however,|Wereemployed in forming parties 
in the country¿ and in negociations with their 
friends in theneighbouring cities,tillj in 1384, they 
were able to meet the reformers in the field, and 
give them a complete overthrow; and if they had 
purfued their vicioryj fuch was the aftoniíhment 
and panic ofthe reformers in the city, they might 
have made themfelves mafters: but in this their 
fortune befriended them. Finding they were noc 
purfued by their enemies, they affumed lome 
vigour and courage, and gave orders to guard the 
gates and fupprefs the feditions which were mov­
ed in the city againft them, and fent abroad for 
foreign aid. Florence, Pifa, Bologna, and Peru-
gia, hearing of ío great a change, and fearing 
greater civil difcords, fent ambafiadors to Siena, to 
endeavour to re-unite the nobles in exile, and the 
popular men who governed the city j but, after 
trying every mode of negociation, and every pro-
pofition of accommodation, with both parties, they 
íound they could make no impreílion upon either, 
and returned home. It was the opinión of the 
reformers, that the Florentine ambafiadors, from 
iome intereft of their republic, in their fecret nego-
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ciattons with one party and the other, had been 
the caufe that the peace had not been effecled, as, 
both fides appearing to be weary of the war, was 
generally hopcd and expe&ed. The time was 
come when the magiftrates, the lords defenders for 
the months of March and April,were to be drawn; 
and the courtCil being affembled, and the ballots 

Í384. drawn, Giovanni Minocci, one of thelords defen­
ders, was captain of the people. When the coun­
cil diffolved, they perceived no fmall tumult made 
by the citizens of the order of the twelve, who 
faid, they did not know for what reafon the power 
of participating in »he honours and cares of go-
vernment was taken from them, rather than from 
other popular men, and that they no longer would 
tolérate the abufe; and although the diílurbance 
appeared to fubíide for the prefent, the twelve, 
fomented by the gentlemen, who were very adtive, 
and had made themfelves mafters of a great part 
of the dominión, and who promifed the twelve, in 
all events, to aííift them with men, arms, and 
prbvifions, to the utmoft of their power, for the 
common fervice againft the reformers, did not 
ceafe to demand, with great animofity and many 
threats, that a place íhould be given them in the 
ínagiftracy. Thefe motions of the twelve, fa-
voured by the nobles, gave much moleltation to 
the heads of the government; and therefore, that 
they might not have to defend themfelves againft 
too many enemies, on the i$á of March, ij&4> 
they congregated in the morning the council, and 
obtained that the twelve, in the new draught, 
fhould have place for the fixth part in that magif-
tracy, by increafing the number from fifteen to 
eighteen ¡ but, as experience has ever proved, gra-
titude íhewn, and remedies appüed, out of feafon, 
have little effecl:. When council was finiíhed, at 
noon úny CefteHi, a feditious man of the order of 
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the twelve, was taken up by the minifters of jufi-
tice; and ftanding in his defence, and calling with 
a loud voice for affiftance, multitudes of the twelve 
and the nine haftened, at his cry, to his relief, and 
took the prifoner by forcé from the officer, who 
had álready drawn him from the hill to the piazza. 
Upon this riot, Materazza and Nerini, accompa-
nied by a great number of reformers, intervened, 
partly by their authority, and pardy by their 
arms, to recover the prifoner. They fell witfi 
great impetuoficy upon thofewho had refcued hirrv 
and denouncing vengeance and death onthe twelve 
and the nine, as obftrucfcors of juftice, cried, 
" Long live the Reformers!" At this cry the wholc 
city arofe at once in arms, and, with thofe of the 
twelve and the nine, went to the few noblemea 
who remained in Siena j and having taken the en-
trance of the piazza, prevented the plebeians frona 
paffing in to the aid of the reformers, and from the 
houfes of the Scotti and Saracini, annoyed the 
multitude of reformers, who in the piazza combafc» 
ed againft their friends. The conteft had become 
general in various parts of the city, and it ap-
pearing to the nobles, the twelve, and the nine (as 
the major part of the plebeians ran to the fervice 
of the reformers) that they had the diíadvan-
tage, at the inftigation of a Jew they began to 
cry, " Peace i Peace l" Ax the hearing of this 
word, induftriouíly reíbunded in various parts of 
the city, a great numher of the little people, as 
diftinguiíhed from the plebeians or the rabble, 
wearied out with fo many feditions, and united 
with the nobles and their adherents, ran with 
great fury to the prifoners, and fet at liberty all 
the prifoners, among whom were M. Ugucci-
one and Niccoluccio Malavolti: thefe, takingthe 
lead of the whole multitude, attacked the wholc 
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army of reforméis, and, urged on by the keen 
defire of vengeance for the injuries received, 
combated with fuch u.trepidity as to drive the'n 
Oyt of the piazza, after having made a great car-
nage, and many prifoners, They inftandy enter-
ed the palace, and, akhough the people within 
made a gallant defence, took poíTeffion of it, and 
drove out the lords defenders and reformers, not 
only from the palace but the piazza, and took 
from them the adminiftration of the republic, both 
in the city and the country. This revolution was 
followed by the ufual train: in a few days were 
fent into exile more than four thoufand men of 
the faftion of reformers, chiefly artificers; and, 
what is worfe, when in the courfe of a few 
years their affairs were accommodated, nct the 
tenth part of them returned to their country. 
Thus ended the government of the facYion of re-, 
formers, and this new fpecies of fovereignty in 
one afíembly; but only to be exchanged for ano-; 
tfter, confifting of nobles, twelves, and nine. The 
exiles of all thefe three parties now returned in 
great numbers from all the neighbouring cities, 
provinces, and countries, and brought withxhem 
a ftrong body both of cavalry and infantry. We 
may now expecr. to fee the government íhining 
with the fplendid ñames of Salimbeni, Malavolti, 
Piccolomini, Tolomei, and all the reft; but we 
have no reafon to expeót juftice, liberty, order, 

1384. peace, or common decency. The new govern­
ment was inftituted in a new magiftracy of ten 
citizens, tobechangedevery two months, andin-

Lords titled the Lords Priors-Governors of the City of 
Priors- Siena, into which humber were to be admitted 
Gover- four popular men of thofe, who had been of the 

twelve i four of thofe who had been of the nine, 
and two of the people of greater number of 

thofe, 
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thofe, howtver, who had not been of the council 
of reformers, ñor of the lords defenders; and 
thus the people were divided into four factions, 
the Nine, the Twelve, the Reformers, and the 
People, and of thefe difcordant materials, in one 
aflembly, were the legiflative, executive, and ju­
dicial powers tobecompofed; andihis mode con-
tinued till 1387. 

The order paffed in a general council, eftabliíh?- 138 j . 
ing the new régimen, in 1385, and the fcrutiny for 
magiftrates was made for eight years, and the 
ñames put into the boxes, a praclice which was 
analogous to that in Florence which they called 
imborfation, which was putting the ñames into 
purfes, to be drawn out upon occafion. Thofe who 
had now the moft votes in the general council 
were afforted together in forty-eight ballots, one 
of which was to be drawn every two months. The 
firft draught was now made, and the lot produced 
a ballot, in which were the ñames of Andria Ci-
cerchia, and nine others *. thefe took upon them 
the magiftracy of lords priors govemors. The 
a8th of March, 1385, the tumults were quieted, 
the foldiers diíbanded, the fortrerTes of the domi­
nión rendered to public commifiaries, many re^ 
munerated for their fervices, fire-works played ofi> 
and many feafts made, and incredible manifefta-
tions of joy, and ambafladors fent to all confede-
rated cities to inform them that the city was de-
livered from the tyranny of the rabble, and the 
palace cleanfed, which had been once thought an 
Augean ftable. Twelve of the principáis of the 
conquered faction were put to death by the courfe 
of juftice, and thirty fent out to the frontiers, and 
the major part of thofe who had fled, declared re-
bels and enemies pro more revolutionum; and 
by order of the council of petitions, by authority 
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given them by the general council, their caílles 
were reftored to the Salimbeni. But the envy of 
fortune, according to the hiftorian, and the malice 
of their conftitution, according to truth, would not 
fuffer this felicity to be enjoyed for one year. The 
Tolomei were now returned, and living in the 
fame city with the SaÜmbeni j and this fací: alone, 
under fuch a plan of government, would beenough 
to give the reader an anticipation of what would 
be the confequences, Confpiracies were formed 
in the country among the friends of the exiles, 
and by companies of depredators, whobeganto be 
troublefome and to do mifchief in the dominión. 
The Florentines too began to fet up claims upon 
pareéis of territory; and while this difpute was in 
negociation between the ambafladors of the two 
people, a plot was difeovered, to the great terror 
of thofe who governed the city, commenced by a 
part of the family of Tolomei, who, in concerc 
with fome popular men who intended to reñore 
the reformers, had drawn towards the city certain 
foreign troops, in an irregular manner, from diffe-
rent places, and entertained fecretly in feveral of 
their fortrefTes. Thefe troops hearing that their 
deftination was difeovered, and impoffible to be 
executed, as many citizenswerealready imprifon-
ed on account of it, retreated, and the prifoners 
confeffing the truth, were condemned to death, 
Yet the lords priors, with the reft of their faétion 
(for the government was never any more than a 
faction) were in trouble enough, knowing the dan-
ger they were in from the divided minds of their 
fellow-citizens, and from the hatred and immor­
tal enmity which the Florentines appeared to bear 
them, This ftorm was averted by fubmitting the 
difpute with Fiorence to the mediation of Bolog-
na, and by the ceffion of many lands. One con-
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fpiracy was fcarcely fupprefled, and a foreign war 
declined from fear of themfelves, before another 
was difcovered of greater momenr, and a more 
pernicious nature than the firft, cxcited by M. 
Spinello Tolomei, and a great number of re-
formers, and others, who had fuch intelligence 
in Siena, that it feemed to them eafy to effeél 
a revolution, and make themfelves mafters of 
the ftate. But as many examples, both ancient 
and modera, demonftrate, confpiracies made by a 
multitude, through thevarietyof intereftsof thofe 
who are comprehended in it, have feldom attained 
their intended end ; and the greater part of con-
fpirators have loft their uves and their fortunes, 
becaufe the defign has been revealed by fuch as 
had rather be rewarded with fecurity, than ftand 
in danger of their lives, when a fufpicion has gone 
forth in the public; fo confpiracies of leffer num-
bers have been equally unfortunate, through the 
want of power to carry them into execution. The 
reformers, excited by Spinello Tolomei were be-
trayed by one of their affociates, and one of their 
chiefs, Nanni di Data, was beheaded; but Tolo­
mei was too powerful a man for fuch a govern-
ment to daré to make an example of; he was 
therefore admitted to a treaty with the magiftrates. 
Soon afterwards the count Guido di Santa Fiora 
fubmitted to the commonwealth, and after him 
Monaldo di Vifconti di Campiglia.—Another 1386, 
confpiracy was difcovered in Siena among the 
reformers, under the conduce of Spinello Tolo­
mei. A fpy, whom he fent with a letter to his 
correfpondents in the city, was intercepted, threw 
himfelf out of a window in defpair, and was killed 
in the fall, and a few of the confpirators were 
beheaded. The city by thefe continued plots, fo 
often difcovered, was kept in conftant terror, as 

was 
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was every village and caftle of the whole domi­
nión : for example, in the caftle of Cafóle was 
awakened a violent fedition : the Cafolans were 
divided into two parties, and coming to arms 
among themfelves, fkirmiihes happened every day, 
and many were killed, and more wounded, The 
lame mifchievous divifions were fuffered too in the 
city of Mafia. Montepulciano likewife wasgovern-
cd by a fingle affembly of fignori, who by their di­
vifions occafioned fimilar feditions and civil wars 
among themfelves, and their difFerent parties ex-
cited a long war between Florence and Siena ; at 
the conclufion of which the Florentines, by their 
intrigues, laid tbe Sienefe under many difadvan-
tages, which would have been greater, if at this 
time it had not been known thau the Sienefe were 

Cajeazzo. in intímate correfpondence with Giovan Galeazzo 
Vifconti, lord of Milán, who, after having taken 
the cíty of Verona, had, with a great increafe of his 
power, taken the city of Padua, and made prifoner 
of Franceíco da Carrara, who was lord of it. On the 

Í387. 2Óth of November, 1387, togivefome fatisfaclion 
to the people, who began again to íhew figns of 
difcontent, it was determined in Siena, that to the 
number of the ten lords priors there íhould be ad-
ded one of thole popular men, who had been re-
formers j and it was declared, that when men-
tion íhould be made of the perfons of thofe, who 
were of the reformers, and who misht be admitted 
to refide in the office of the fignori, and who called 
themfelves of the people of the larger number, the 
fame íhould be underftood of their fathers, fons, 
brothers, by the mafculine line, and thofe who had 
been admoniíhed between 1371 and 1384 íhould 
be comprehended in the number of the other po­
pular men, who had not been of the reformers ñor 
íignori j and if any of the monte of the nine (for 
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this was now the ñame of diftinction) or of the 
monte of the twelve, had been of the faid refor-
mers, they might be fignori for the monte of the 
people of the greater number; but his perfon only 
lhould be confidered of the reformers, and not any 
of his anceftors, defcendants, or connections : but 
thefe fhould ali remain in the monte (heap, lump, 
or colledtion) of which they had been before. 
They ordained moreover, that of the chamber-
lains and notaries, who were eleven in mimber, 
four fhould beof thenine, fourof the twelve, and 
three of the óther popular men. And whereas 
in the other magiftracies there ufed to be in each 
two nobles, one of the twelve and one of the nine, 
there fhould now be added one popular man, who 
had not been either of the nine or the twelve ; and 
thus in each of thofe magiftracies there fhould be 
two nobles and three populars; that is to fay, as 
it is expreffed in the record of the deliberation of 
the council, H one of the nine, one of the twelve, 
" and one of the other populars ;" and of thefe 
other populars, one at one time was to be of thofe 
who had been reformers, and of the fignori, for 
the monte of the people of the greater number, 
and one other at another time of thofe of the fame 
monte, who were not of the reformers, ñor the 
lords defenders: and by thefe provifions, thofe who. 
held the government in their hands ftudied to 
conciliate the friendfhip of the little people, and 
take away, in fome degree, the occafions of con-
fpiracies. And that they might not aliénate from 
their government the mihds of the nobles, they re-
folved that all the podeftaries, and ordinary cap» 
tainíhips, fuch as the captainfhip of Maremma, 
Montagna, Valdichiana, and others, fhould be 
given to the nobles, and to no others; and when 
eccurrences lhould oblige them to fend abroad 

extraordinary 
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extraordinary captains, they might fend part of 
them from che nobles, and part from the populars; 
and this order in favour of the nobles was made 
perpetual. Thefe and other. regulations were not 
fufficient to fatisfy, nor the hoítile defigns of 
Florence, nor the victory obtained by Niccolo 
Piccolomini over the Brettoni, to divert the peo-
pie of Siena from their difcontencs: ib that oi> 

j j ?8 . the i i th of May, 1388, another amendment of 
their conftitution was attempted. The appre-
henfions of foreign war as well as domeflic broils 
increafed, and to facilítate the public delibera-
tions, that they might not upon every occañon 
have to cali a general council, they introduced a 
eouncil of fubftitutes, with the fame forms and the 

SÍITÍHÍ- *"ame autnoi"i£y> ar>d called them the Simig-
mú.a lianti, which the council formerly had in the 

times of the twelve and the nine. This council 
comprehended all thofe who had been of the 
Jords priors governors, and thofe who had their 
ñames in the boxes of the fame magiftrates, to-
whom they afterwards added, that they might not 
appear to be diffident of them, twelve noblemen, 
dected from the nobility in general; and to gra-
tify and oblige thofe of their citiz.ens who were 
abroad, and prevent them from joining their ene-
mies wirhin and without, they gave a pardon to 
íhofe rebels, who had been confined for fix months, 
and had obferved their ümits, and although their 
time was not expired, gave them leave to return 
to the city : thofe who were confined for a year, 
might return in two months ; and thofe who were 
confined for more than a year, in fix months. 

At this time, returned from Milán Batifta Pic­
colomini, who had been fent as ambaffador there, 
gnd with him was fent M. Giovanni deila Porta, 
treafurer of the lord Giovan Galeazzo, with orders 

to 
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to raife and take into pay as large a nürríber of 
íbldiers as poffible; and to this end the treafurer 
fent his paymafters, with the count Ugolotti Biarr-
chiardi, who having been fent with the ambaíTa-
dor by Giovan Galeazzo, for the fervice of the 
city of Siena, went to Marca, and engaged in 
the pay of Vifeonti, M. Brogliole and Brando-
lino, each with an hundred cavairy, and ordered 
that Boldrino da Panicale íhould form another 
company. 

The Florentines carried on their intrigues with 
fo many faclions in the ftate, and difcovered a 
difpofition fo hoftile, and defigns, or at leaft de-
fires, of making themfelves mafters not only of 
Montepulciano and the other dependencies, but 
of Siena itfelf, that the government thought it 
advifeable to harten their deliberations upon a 
fubjecr. they had in contemplation for leveral 
months, a league and confederation with Giovan 
Galeazzo Vifeonti, lord of Milán, and Conté di 
Virtu. This prince, fince he pofieíTed Verona and 
Padua, hadintended to take poffeífion of Bologna, 
which had been fometimes under the dominión of 
the houfe of Vifeonti: and becaufe the Floren­
tines, as confederates of the Bolognefe, had fent 
them afliftance, and favoured them as much as 
they could with their armed men, took upon him 
the protección of the city of Siena, and promifed 
her ambaffador to aífift her, and fent the fignor 
Pauolo Savello, with three hundred lances, upon 
vvhofe arrivai uncommon rejoicings were íhewn in 
the city. Galeazzo engaged in this warfare, not 
fo much for the fervice of Siena, as to have an 
opportunity of maintaining the war in conjunc-
tion with them, upon that fide, againft the Flo­
rentines, that they, having employmentenough to 
defend their own houfes, might not be able to 

fend 
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íend fuécour to Bologna j and by this means td 
cndeavpur to make himfeíf mafter of feveral places 
in Tufcany, from whenee he might hope, by main-
taining the divifions and moft ardent hatred, 
which ón account of Montepulciano; from the 
injuries the Florentines and Sienefe committed 
againft each other, went on every day increafing, 
to make himfelf mafter of the provinee, and at 
length king of Italy, an ambición he had long 
entertained. To this end he entered into nego­
ciación with the ambalíadors of Siena, and on the 
22d of September, 1389, the treaty was figned. 
The articles were, that the league íhould con­
tinué ten years; that common caufe fljould be 
made in a war againft Florence; that Galeazzo 
íhould maintain during the war, which was to be 
declared in fifteen days, feven hundred lancemen, 
with three horfes to each lance, in his pay in 
Tufcany, for the fervice of the commons of Siena, 
and the Sienefe were to have three hundred in 
their pay in the fajme manner, with two hundred 
crofs-bowmen j that if their enemies íhould fend 
forces from Tufcany into Lombardy, it íhould be 
lawful for the count to avail himfelf; of thefe his 
forces, but that Siena íhould not be obliged to 
fend her forces out of Tufcany j that the coimt 
íhould not be obliged to make war or deferid the 
Sienefe againft any other enemies than the Flo­
rentines ; that any other community of Tufcany 
might be admicted into this league; that all the 
cities, lands, fortrefTes, and places, which by the 
league might be acquired in this war, íhould 
belong to the repubhc of Siena, if he had any 
previous pretenfions to the dominión of it, other-
wife every one íhould be left to his liberty, upon 
condition of holding the league and their allies 
tbr friends, and their oppofers for enemies, and 
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of giving hofprtaiity, paffage, and provifions, pay-
ing for them to che people of the league. Gale-
azzo might make peace, truce, or armiftice, vvith 
the people of Florence, includ ing the commons and 
people of Siena, with all their lands, ciñes, and 
fubjefts; but the Sienefe could not make either 
without hrs confent; and the ratification was to 
be on both fides exchanged in three months. A 
war enfued, which lafted till 1389, and was then 1389, 
concluded by a peace, and a confederation between 
many republics and princesj the Conté di Virtu, 
Florence, Boiogna, Perugia, the marquis of Fer­
rara, Siena, the lord of Mantua, the lords de 
Malatefti, Lucca, the count de Montefeltro, Pifa, 
&c. This confederation, however, was not weíl 
obferved, and the inhabitants of Montepulciano 
particularly violated ic, as was fuppofed, at the 
inftigation of Florence. This occafioned not only 
a ratification of the former treaty, but the forma-
tion of a new one between the republie of Siena 
and the fignor Giovan Galeazzo Vifconti, Conté • -
di Virtu, lord and imperial vicar of Milán. The 
country or earldom of Virtu is a ftate in France, 
in the province of Champaign, which was given 
by king John in dower to Ifabella his daughter, 
married tothis prince Giovan Galeazzo Vifconti, 
which acquired him the title of Conté di Virtu; 
and of which marriage was born Madame Valen­
tina, wife of Louis, duke of Orleans, brother of 
Charles the Sixth, king of France, who had in 
dower the lame Conté di Virtu, and the city of 
Afti in Piedmont; of Charles their firft-born, 
duke of Orleans, was the king Louis the Twelfth \ 
of Giovanni their fecond fon, count of Ango-
leme, was born Charles of Angoleme, father of 
the king Francis the Firft. Thefe fucceíTors of 
Valentina pretended, after the deach withouc iñue 
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of Giovan María and Filippo María their bfo-
thers, fons of Giovan Galeazzo, that the ftate 
of Mikn belonged to them: and for this rea-
fon the king Louis the Twelfth, and the king 
Francis the Firft, made afterwards that cele-
brated war in Lombardy, and feveral times 
over recovered and loft the düchy of Milán.—> 
T o retum from this digreffion, on the 9th of No^ 

1389. vember, 1389, the treaty was ratified and ex-
chánged between Siena and the countj yet a 
freíh confpiracy was difcovered in the city, excited 
by Spinello Tolomei in baniíhment, and the re-
formers, in conjunción with foreigners, and Mon-
tepulciano again rebelled: but the arms of Siena, 
aided by the count and his captain Charles Ma-
latefta, were triumphant at home and abroad, and 
this year was praflifed the firft bombardment ever 
íeen in Tufcany. Upon íbme little reverfe of 
fortune, when the count loft the fortrefs of Pa-
dua, and when, to the calamities of war, thofe 

1390. of peftilence and famine were added, in 1390 
the noble families of Salimbeni, Tolomei, and 
Malavolti, unable to bear one another, and 
fome of them ftill lefs willing to fubmit to a 
fuperior, refumed their oíd employment of excit-
ing feditions. Florence wanted peace, and the 
pope exhorted it. The families of Tolomei and 
Malavolti, jealous ftill of the Salimbeni, and their 
fuperior influence and favour with the count, 
began to ftir up difcontents. In their opinión it 
was neither profitabie por glorious, ñor even ho-
riourable, for the répúblic to wafte itfelf on all 
fides fór the ferviceof the count Galeazzo, whoin 
the greateft exigency of the war had, by with-
drawing his forces, left it a prey to the enemy. 
From this fpecimen of his conduct the Sienefe 
could only expe¿t, if he had been o/ fhould be 
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v'iftories, a fervitude, which they would find very 
bitter and irkfome. That every one, who was not 
blindedby an immeafurable hatred, whichthe vul­
gar had conceived againft the Florentines for the 
injuries they had done the republic, muft already 
fee the difpofuion of the count; and efpecially 
fince the arrival from Milán bf the marquis An-
dreafto Cavalcabo, of his privy council, to take 
upon him the office of fenator of Siena, to which 
he had been eleéted. This marquis had demand-
ed with great ceremony, in the ñame of his 
mafter, and on his behalf, that, for the common 
utility, the dominión of thecity of Siena íhould be 
given to him. The embafiy caufed a wonderful 
change in the minds of all thofe who defired that 
their country íhould remain independent and free, 
and the more, as they knew that the generality of 
the citizens, without liftening to any arguments 
againft it, and without any confideration of futu-
rity, or of the nature of princes, never content 
with a middle flight, and never long to be de­
pended on, were not only inclined to it, but had 
prepared a petition to the general council, that an 
aníwer íhould be given to the count's ambafíador 
in thefe words: " We are content; and as a Angu­
lar favour we fupplicate his lordíhip, that, from 
his benignity, he will be pleafed to take upon 
him, and accept the dominión and government 
of the city of Siena, its country and diftriít, 
and of us his devoted children and fervants, and 
rule and govern us as to his excellency íhall 
feem convenient;" and defcending to particulars, 
they added and affirmed, " We are ready to give 
and confer upon him the city of Siena, its coun­
try and diftricl:, with its fimpíe and mixed empire, 
and to transfer co him, liberally, the lordíhip and 
government of it, fo that he may freely difpofe of 
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it, ¡n all things, as of the city of Milán* út 
Padua, or any other the moíl fubmiffive to him." 
The contents of this petition, although at firft 
pn-pared in fecret, had reached the ears of thofe, 
who endeavoured to promote peace with Florence 
and the public tranquillity, wonderfully irritated 
their minds, and incited them to fhew to their 
fellow-citizens the incredible damage to the city* 
which muft arife from fuch an unlimited fubmif-
fiotí j and to foretel, that in a little time, when 
they fhould begin to experience the bitternefs of 
fervitude to fuch as are born and bread to liberty, 
they would in vain repent of their levity, raíhnefs, 
and error. They recalled to the recolleftion of 
the citizens the great virtues of their fathers and 
othef anceftors, which had defended their country, 
preferved their liberties, and tranfmitted both to 
themj and with how much generofity, brayery, 
and magnanimity, they themlelves had defended 
it in arms againft Charles the Fourth, when pre-
fent in Siena in 1368 with a powerful army¿ 
That they were under the moíl tender obligation 
to tranfmit the facred truíl to their pofterityj 
and this they might eafily do, to the ineftimable 
benefitof the city, by a peace, which they had the 
povver and opportunity to malee. That when they 
íhou'd be delivered from the calamities of foreign 
war, and the yoke of tyranny which hung over 
their necks, they fhould be at leifure to make pro-
vifions of grain againft the famine, and to find 
alleviations of their diftreíTes from the plague. To 
thefe reafonings of the Tolomei and Malavolti 
were oppofed thofe of the Salimbeni, who having 
been long favourites of the Ghibelline party, were 
mortal enemies of the others who were Guelphs. 
Me ved by the intereíb of fañion more than thofe 
of the public lervice, having procured the petition 
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'to be'heard, and thedecree pafTed and proclaimed 
by the council, to opprefs the oppofite party 
by arms, when they had nor been able to an-
fwer their reaibns, they dfew ovcr to cheir fide 
M. Giovan Tedefco, hcad of the Ghibellines in 
Arezzo, with his cavalry, and marched through 
the city, accompanied with a great multitude 
of people of their faction, and proclaimed the 
ñame of Giovan Galeazzo Vifconti> conté di 
Virtu and Jord of Milán, prore&er, and chief 
of che Ghibelline faftion in Lornoardy, and af-
faffinated in this fedition twen'ty men of thé 
followers of the adverfe party, and made many 
priíbners ; among vvhom was Niccolo Malavolti-, 
•who, though he had often nonourably acled for 
thefervice of che republic, was, with many othcrs> 
beheaded. The othcr members of the families of 
Tolomei and Malavolti, with mány of their fol-
JowerSi left the city, and retired to their caíües. 
The people of Siena, wearied out of patience by 
being the dupes and tools of two or three ambi-
tious families, were eafily led by one of them to 
rejorce m placing a mafter over all. They were 
now fo inclined and difboied to fervitude to one» 
in preference to a few, thatj blinded with anger, 
they would not fee the evídent ruin which muft 
come with the deftruélion of public liberty ; and 
neither themfelves ñor their leaders knowing the 
true caufe of their divifions and misfortunes, ñor 
any remedy by which unión and liberty might be 
reconciled by law, they humbly folicited the fub-
jugation of their country, and the privilege—of 
paffive obedience. 

On the fifteenth day of March, in the fame year, 1390^ 
the record was approved in the general council, 
and authoricy was yjven to the lords priors to ap-
point a fyndic, and a deputy of the commons of 
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Siena, to execute all that was contained in the re-
folution, and deliver the keys of the city to the 
commiíTaries of the count Galeazzo, with its 
abfolute dominión, without paít or convention 
ofanykind. The example is here complete: 
and although the tyranny of the Vifconti was af-
terwards overturned, various forms of a republic 
attempted, exiles fent out and recalied as ufual, 
yet as the executive power was always left in an 
affembly, a n ^ invetérate fa&ions were not U> 
gally feparatWfrom each other, ñor impower-
ed to controul each other, the fame divifions, fedi-
tions, and civil wars, were perpetual, till the fame 
wearinefs induced the people again to confer the 
ibvereignty on the grand duke of Etruria, where 
it remains.to chis time. It is not eafy to conceive 
what further experiments can be made of a fove-
reignty in one affembly, or how the confequences 
to be drawn from them can be more decifive. 
Whether the affembly confuís of a larger or a fmal-
ler number, of nobles or commons, of great peo-
pie or little, of rich or poor, of fubftantial men or 
the rabble, the effeéts are all the fame: No or-
der, no fafety, no liberty, becaufe no go-vernment of 
law. 

It is often faid, that the republics of Greece, 
Rome, and Tufcany, produced in the minds of 
their citizens great virtues j an ardent love for 
their country, undaunted bravery, the loveof po-
verty4 and the love of fcience, &c. Butif a little 
attention is beltowed upon the fubjeét, thefe will be 
íound to be very feeble arguments in their favour. 
—It was not the love of their country, but of their 
fa£tion. There.was in every city three fa&ions at 
leaft ; every citizen loved one third of his fellow-
citizens, and hated the other two-thirds. It is 
true that, in fuch a ftatc of things, affecYion for 
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friends ftrengthens in proportion to the fear and 
hatred of enemies, and the defire of rev'enge be-
comes as ftrong a paífion, and demands gratifi-
cation as imperiouíly, and perhaps more fo, than 
friendfhip. How was it poffible, when men were 
always in war and danger, that they íhould not be 
brave ? Courage is a quality to be acquíred by a)l 
men by habit and pra&ice. Whenfcenes of death 
and carnage are every day before his eyes, how is 
it poffible that a man íhould not acquire a con-
tempt of death, from his familiarity with it, efpe-
cially if life is made a burden by continual exer-
tion and mortification ?—The love ofpoverty is a 
ficlitious virtue, that never exifted.—A preference 
of merit to wealth has fometimes exifted under all 
governments; but moft of all under ariítocracies. 
This is wifdom and virtue in all. But can much of 
this be found in the hiftorians of any country, that 
was not poor, and obliged to be fo ? Can you fee 
much of it in Florence and Siena ? The love of 
fcjence and literature always grows, where there is 
much public deliberation and debate, and in fuch 
governments, where eyery faculty as well as paffion 
is always on the ftretch, great energy of mind ap-
pears. But there is a forro of government which 
produces a love of law, liberty, and country, in-
ftead of diíbrder, irregularity, and a facl:ion; which 
produces as much and more independence of fpirit, 
and as undaunted bravery; as much efteem of 
merit in preference to wealth, and as great fim-
plicity, fincerity, and generofity to all thecommu-
nity, as others do to a faétion; which produces as 
great a defire of knowledge, and infinitely better 
facukies to purfue it ¡ which befides produces fe-
curity of property, and the defire and opportunities 
for commerce, which the others obftrüct. Shall 
any one hefitate then to prefer fuch a government 
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at this to all others ? A conílkution in which tho 
people referve to themfelvestheabíolute controul 
of their purfes, one eíTential branch of the legif-
lature, and the inqueít of grievances and ftate 
crimes, will always produce patriotifm, bravery* 
fimpHcity, and fcience; and that infinitely better 
for the order, fecurity, and tranquillity they will, 
enjoy, by putting the executive power into one 
hand, which it becomes their intereft, as well as, 
that oí the nobles* to watch and controul. 

L E T T E R IV. 

B O L O G N A , 

DEAS. S-IR, 

TH E Tufcans were an anctent and original 
people of Italy, whofe power was fo con-

fiderable, that they extended their dominión frorri: 
one fea to the other. Thefe people, fome ages 
before the foundation of Rome, built twelve ckies, 
among which Bologna was made the capital of 
the kingdom.* When fome years were elapfed, 
after ConftantLne, from his reverence fbr the holy 
íee, had tranfported the throne of the empire to 
Byzantium, and the majefty ofthe emperors was 
become, from its diftance, little refpecíed by the 
Italians, many cities, and Bologna among the 

3&2*. reft, in 3R2, inftituted a republic. Claterna, a 
neighbouring city, at the diftance of twelve miles,, 
which had been built alfo by the Tufcans, like-
yñfc ere&ed an independent republic j but an emú.» 

* Bombad, JJ. a, 
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lation arifing firft, and a war afterwards, ín which 
the Claternates were íubdued, and being difcon-
tented with their obedience to the citizens of 
Bologna, as they had been formerly with that to 
their king, they were received, according to the 
cuftom of the Romans, into the country of the 
conquerors. This city was afterwards ruined by 
the barbarians, fo entirely, that no veftige of jt 
remains btit in hiftory. 

ín 961 Orto,* emperor of the Germans, came 
into Italy, delivered it from the yoke of the Be-
rengarii, obtained of the pope the crown impe­
rial, and with general applauíe the title of Otto 
the Great. This prince.perceiving that the cities 
of Italy, from their natural generofity of fenti-
ment, and their diftance from the emperor, could 
not be held in fubjefíion, conceded to many of 
them their liberty, referving a light tribute, 

f Bologna obtained, with a fort of pre-eminence» 
and with a fmaller tribute, her ufual liberty, with 
the privilege of elefting her magiftrates with a 
mixed authority, and conformably to the inftitu-
tion of Otto, with three councils, gave a form 
to her republic, with the title of a community, 
The one was the Council of the Credenza, which, 
was that of the confuís and the other mágif-

* Muratori, Annals, tom; v. p. 397, anno 961*2. 
•f Conlegui Bologna con maggiori preeminenza, e minori 

gravezze la efperimentata liberta con facoltá d'eleggere i ma-. 
giftrati conmero e millo impero, e conforme all' inftituto di 
Ottone, contre. forte di configli diede forma alia fuá república, 
contitulo di commune. L'uno fü il configlio di credenza che 
era quello de' confoli, e de gli altri magiftrati: l'altro fü il 
particolare che comprendava i nobili: il terzo fü il genérale, 
et era quello del popólo, quale pero fenza podeftá de fuffragi, 
fi raddunava ad efler preiente a giuramenti de'magiftraté,e^ 
ad altre fomiglianti apparenze.—Hiftorie memorabili delta, 
CUta di Bologna reíjrette da Gafparo Bombaci, p; 9, 
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trates ; the other was called the Special Council, 
and comprehended the nobility; the third was 
called the General Council, and was that of the 
people, which, without the power of fuffrage, 
was affembled, in order to be prefent at the admi-
niftration of the oaths to the magiftrates, and 
other fimilar publie appearances. In this confti-
tution there is a íhadow, and no more, of three 
branches. The people, who ought to conftitute 
an eflential part, were excluded from all influ-
ence, and only called out occafionally to look at 
their rulers, and gratify their fenfes with fhouts 
of acclamation. The credenza and the nobility 
formed an ariftocracy, in which the magiftrates 
were appointed, and the adminiftration conducted. 
It feems to have been animitation of the Román 
confuís and fenate, without even the poor expe-
dient of a tribune to conrroul them. 

1153- In 1153 the cities of Italy began to elect pre-
tors, whom they named podefta or bailiffs; and, 
excited by their example, the citizens of Bologna 
elefted Guido Saffo to that magiftracy, and in-
vefted him publicly with the fcepter and the fvvord 
of juftice. This was a reduétion of the divifions 
of the republie to that unión which is the effeét 
of the government of a fingle perfon, againft the 
corruption of which they endeavoured to provide 
by the college of confuís, and by the brevity of 
annual magiftrates. 

Felfmus, king of Tufcany, was the founder of 
the royal city of Bologna, the mocher of arts, 
fciences, and ftudies, and the nurfe of laws, and, 
after his own ñame, called it Feifina. This city, 
which the Itaiian authors delight to defcribe, is 
íituated at the fóot of the Apennines, in the 
middle of the iEmilian Way, in the 44A degree of 
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latitude, between mountains and plains equally 
beautiful and fertile; in the north a fruitfiil 
plain, in the eaft the river Savena, in the weft 
the Rhine; ñor far from the fea, and in the 
neighbourhood of lakes and rivers abounding 
with fiíh. The air is temperare, and the country 
plentiful of every thing necefíary and ufeful to 
human iifé.* This glorious city was by the 
kings of Tufcany made the metrópolis of their 
dominión, and the feat of their reficience. Their 
empire indeed extended only over the twelve 
cities, of which this was the firíl; the others were 
Veii, Chiufi, Cortona, Populonia, Tarquini, Ve-
tulonia, Yolterra, Volfena, Rofelle, Perugia, 
Arezzo, and Fiefole. 

In the year 1123 the form of the republic of 1123. 
Bologna, the fíate of the city, and the cuítoms 
of the citizens, were as follow. Thofe who íhall 
read their hiftory, will eafily perceive that this 
republic did not, in thofe ancient and rude times, 
adminifter the city fcientifically, ñor conducl: íkil-
fully the afFairs of war. They eleifled threecoun-
cils, a fpecial council, a general council, and a 
council of credenza, in the authority of which, 
with their magiftrates and judges, confifted the 
fupreme government. The fpecial council was 
eleéted annually in this manner: In the beginning 
of December the fpecial council and general coun­
cil were convocated, either by the confuís or by 
the pretor, according as one or the other of thofe 
officers happened to be in the government of the 
republic, in prefence of whom, every one of the 
council, obferving the order of his tribe, made his 
election and extracción of his lot. For this pur-
pofe, there ftood before a tribunal two urns^ out 

• Ghirardacci, Hftoria d¡ Bologna, p. 4. 
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of one of which were taken as many blank votes, 
as there were men of that tribe prefent in council, 
and on them their ñames werewritten; in the 
other were as many other blank briefs, ten ex-
cepted, written by the hands of two brothers, 
hermits of St. Auguftin, deputed by the council 
for that purpofe. When the extracción was to be 
made of the firft tribe, a boy of the age of twelve 
years, or kfs, drew a brief from the principal iirn, 
and he whoi'e ñame came out prefented himfeif 
at the tribunal; and the boy at the fecond urn 
drew another brief, which if by chance it was 
blank, fuch a one was excluded from the ele£tion 
of the council; but if the ticket was written, 
fuch a one was an eledtor: and this method was 
fbllowed, until the ten black tickets declared the 
ten eleftors of that tribe. This being done, the 
fame was repeated by the men of the other tribes, 
one by one, until forty men, that is to fay, tea 
for each tribe, were eleérors. Then the forty elee-
tors retired to a fecret place, and eleéted fix hun­
dred men, that is to fay, 150 for each tribe, ex-
cluding however the mean and poor artifans, oc-
cupied in low and bafe works, and none of the 
minors of eighteen years were obliged to accept 
of this office; and thefe fix hundred men prefented 
themfelves to the fpecial council. In the fame 
manner and order, in fubftance, in thrte days, was 
ele&ed the council of credenza; but all the 
dofíors of laws, without other qualification or 
appointment, might enter this council, and thac 
©f the fix hundred. After three days more, ex-
-^clly in the fame mode, were eleéled the general 
council; but he who had been an elector in one 
councü could not be an eleftor in another. Thefe 
councils congregatedfometimes all together,and at 
other times one by itfelf, according to the nature 
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of the bufinefs, and affembled at the found of the 
bells or the trumpets. There were provided by 
thefe councils three bells, the lefifer, the middle, 
and the greater; forthe fpecialcouncilthe fmaller 
bell was rung, for the cOuncil of credenza the 
middle, and for the council general the greater. 
It was forbidden to the confuís, or the pretor, to 
convócate the councils, if he had not previoufly 
ordered to be written in the chancery, in a book 
provided for that purpofe, the bufinefs which was 
to be propofed and treated. When the council 
was colleéted, the chancellor propofed in publie 
the fubjeet that was to be confidered; and this 
beiog propofed, the orators, v/ho were four, and 
ftood near the tribunal of the magiftrates, rea-
foned in public : a like privilege was granted to¡ 
the orators of the magiftrates, who were alfofour; 
but this merely relating to the affairs of the ma-
giftracy, whofe opinions, in anfwer to the queftion 
ieparately put to them, were written dovvn, and 
called the refolution or divifion. It was íome-
times tolerated, when it appeared to be neceflary 
that private or individual magiftrates íhould ha-
rangue in council, who afcending a pulpit, with a 
loud voice delivered their opinions; and upon the 
queftions propofed by them a divifion was made, 
or a refolution taken. Thefe divifions were made 
in various ways : fometimes the opinions of every 
one were taken in fecret, and written down by a 
notary, one by one; at other times every one 
gave his vote openly and audibly, and frequently 
the decifion was made by white and black beans r 
now thofe of one opinión went to one fide of the 
room, and thofe of a different judgement to the 
other; then one party ftood up and another fat 
down j and in thefe cafes the voices were num-
ber«d by the minifters, publicly. The will and 
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refolution of the council being deterrained, the 
decree was publiíhed, and recorded in a book, 
and another council couid not be convoked tiil 
this decree was made. A number of notaries 
were employed ; íbme ro write the fpeeches and 
opinions, others to publifh the decrees, and others 
to receive the laws. Such were the ufages of the 
councils of this repubüc, which was honoured 
with the name of commons, or community, Of 
the magiftrates, fome were ordinary, others ex-
traordinary: the ordinary were created anddeptit-
cd every year in the republic, and were caikd 
the m.agiftrates of the court; the extraordinary 
were thoie who were deputed for fome extraor­
dinary buunefs. The principal ordinary magif­
trates were the confuís of the community, or the 
pretor inftead of them. The confuís of juftice, 
the judges of the community, the attorney gene­
ral, the judges of appeals, the judges of new 
crimes, the judges of the office of exiles or out-
Jaws, the judges of new caufes, a judge who was 
the executioner of fentences, the quseítor, and all 
others, had their foldiers and notaries. The extra­
ordinary were the legates, curators, and fyndics. 
The fame mode was obíerved in the choice of con­
fuís as of counfellors. The eleftion of pretor 
was in this manner: In the month of September 
the councils general and fpecial were called toge-
ther at the pieafure of the magiftrate; but be-
fore they convened, the day and hour that this 
a id that tribe was to appear was publiíhed j and 
in the manner already defcribed in the elec-
tion of counfellors, the forty men were drawn 
from one and the other council afiembled, ex-
cluding however the magiftrates: thefe forty fud-
denly retired to a fecret chamber, where they were 
lecked up by the confuís oí the ílate, and thofe 
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of the merchants and bankers, that no one might, 
by word or letter, be corrupted ; and if, through 
the wholenight and the nextday, by confent at leaft 
of twenty-feven of them, they had not created 
a pretor, they loft the authority of the eleftion, 
and the next day the pretor convoked the ge­
neral council, and the council of the credenza, and 
from one and the other were deputed, as be-
fore, forty men ; and if thefe, to the number of 
twenty-feven, could not agree, the eleftion and de-
putation of the pretor was reduced to a fuffrage 
or joint ballot of the general council and council 
of credenza. The pretor might be eleéted from 
any city, at the pleafure of the council, provided 
he was not a reiation of any of the eleítors in the 
tbird degree, or nearer, poffefled a real eftate in 
Bologna or its territory, was not lefs than fix and 
thirty years of -age; and it was an injunftion al-
ways to eleót a man of reputation, virtuous, noble, 
and wife. Of right, according to the ftatute, a pre­
tor might be eledted from the place of the antece-
dent pretor (and this was fometimes praétifed) but 
he might not be his reiation. The eleétion end-
ed and publiíhed to the councils, public letters 
were wrítten to the pretor eledt, requefting his 
acceptance of the honour that was offered him j 
and upen the day when he made hisentry intothe 
city, he was met and honoured by all the people. 
The pretor had the fame prerogatives and autho-
rities which the confuís had, and therefore accord­
ing to the times, the republie was governed 
fometimes by confuís, and ibmetimes by pretors, 
and fometimes there were at once both confuís 
and a pretor, as appears by inftruments figned 
both by íhe confuís and a pretor in the years 1177 
and 1179. 11 appears, that the confuís citizens 
fometiiries came to an eleétion of a foreigner for a 
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pretor, to compoíe the difcords which arofe be» 
tween the citizens and fuch as abufed their liberty* 
to the end that they might cali delinquents to 
account, and puniíh with more feverity, and not 
fluétuate fo eafily from love or hatred, fear or fa-
vour. But becaufe for the moíl part the pretors 
were not íkilled in the laws, they conduíted with 
them at firft two, and afterwards fourjudges of the 
law, and the pretors were decorated with high 
hats, long fwords, and a fcepter, to denote their 
power; and from this they were afterwards vul-
garly called podefta. Befides the confuís or the 
pretor, in whom refided almoft the fum-total of 
the republic in peace and war, certain other ma­
giftrates, as has been mentioned, governed, and the 
mode of elecling them was the fame. Two tribes 
•were called out to the lot one day, and the two 
others the next ; and they deputed, or rather cafua! 
eleílors, were prohibited to choofe a father, fon* 
brother, or any other relation, and moreover fuch 
as were inept, uníkilful, or incapable of fuch go-
vernment: and according as any one was eleér.ed> 
he was proclaimed with a loudvoice incounciL 
And tó obvíate all frauds which might be attempt-
ed, the ten briefs or written tickets being drawn, 
aH the reft were examined in prefence of the 
council, to fee that there were no more than the 
law allowed. It was pfovided by law, that no one 
could eleél or publiíh a magiftrate who did not 
pay twenty pence into the purfes of the treafury, 
which were recoverable by the pretor; and it was 
forbidden to any one to accept of the office if he 
had not been out of it one year* None could be 
tleóted but by that tribe in which he had his do-
micil; and every one who entered on a magiftracy, 
took an oath to exercife his office with integrity 
and fidelity, Befides the magiftrates already men­

tioned. 
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tioned, there were thofe of the militia ; the mode 
of elecling whom was the fame, but the govern-
ment diíFerent. The commani in chief of the 
militia was given to the confuís, or to the pretor. 
The officers of the army were diíFerent among the 
cavalry, in the infantry, of the people, and JaftJy 
of the triumphal charíots. The officers or pre-
fefts of the foot, ofthe horfe, orof the people, be-
caufe they carried a ftandard (gonfalone) were 
called gonfaloniers, and each one in his tribe, in 
council, by his own feliow tribunes, was elecled in 
the manner before defcribed. Moreover, fome 
citizens ferved in the militia on foot, and fome 
others on horfeback; and thefe performed the fer-
vice more voluntarily than when deputed by corn-
miíEon of the magiftrates to that purpofe ¡ where-
fbre, when any enterprize was undertaken by the 
military order, every one, whether of the foot or 
the horfe, according to the neceffity, went out un-
der his own ftandard or enfign ; and if the fervice 
required a greater appearance, each gonfalonier of 
tHe people led out his own tribe, and then it was 
faid, that the people were gone out; and it rarely 
happened that all the tribes went out at once, 
but at one time the infantry of one tribe and the 
cavalry of another, at another time one whole 
tribe, and upon another occafion another. In the 
militia were enrolled all the men from eighteeri 
years of age to feventy, at which age men were 
releafed from all public offices, fo as to be even re-
jecbed from the council,- and if by accident any 
oíd men, who exceeded that age, rafhly enter-
ed the council, they were forbidden the elec-
tion. In every pariíh, by deputed mufter-maf-
ters, were defcribed or regiftered in oider thofe 
who kept horfes for war. Thefe orders, which 
were enregiftered fometirnes by tens, and íbme-

times 
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times by twenty-five, according to the number 
of the foldiers, and defcribed by the mufler-
maíters, at certain periods condufted their horfes 
to officers deputed for the fervice, to be reviewed 
and approved, and notaries took down their ñames, 
with their furniture, and the qualitiesof the horfes. 
Military expeditions were of two forts; one with 
fquadrons or legions of light horfe, the other 
with regular armies ; and very great was the dif-
ference berween being commanded out upon an 
excurfion of troopers, and an expedition with the 
army ; and fo frequent were the excurfions of the 
cavalry, that it was ordained, that in every tribe 
there íhould be public maríhals or horfeíboers, 
and every mafter of a bourg íhould have always 
readv, and in order, all the inftruments for íhoe-
ing horfes, to the end that the cavalry paff-
ing that way, and having occafion, might be al­
ways ferved. T h e treafurer paid a certain ftipend 
to every magiftrate, and kept an account of the 
public revenues.and all expences. T h e revenues 
confifted in tributes, gifts, tolls, and cuftoms. 
The gifts were upon the doors, bankers, lands, 
milis, oxen, & c . ; and if the revenue was not 
íufficient for the expences of the war, by order of 
eouncil was irnpofed a tax upon polis and eftates, 

¿ccording to every man's poíTeffions and incomes. 
p l u i s much concerned the ordinary magiftrates.—-
The extraordinary were always elefted by the pre­
tor, as the ambaffadors, directors of public works, 
and the fyndics. N o magiñrate could go upon 
any embaíiy : and whoever was fent abroad out of 
the territory upon any embafly, they affigned him 
three horfes, two notaries, and one cook ; and if 
the embaíiy was to the pope or the emperor, the 
expence and the company and attendants wereor-
dered at the diferetion of the counci!. A commií-
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ñon was given the ambaflador in writing, and the 
wholc legation was governed by their inftruc-
tions. It was ordained in general terms, that no 
one íhould petition or fiek to be created of the 
number of magiltrates, and if any one was knovvn 
to fiek it, his conduét was publicly related in 
council, and it was reproached to him as the great-
eft infamy. The officers of ítate, with the title of 
podefta, with his judges and notaries, wereelefted 
part from the mountains, and partly from the 
plains or low lands. The caftles which were fub-
je£t to the Bolognefe elected alfo their own con­
fuís, and, when they were commanded, wenc to 
war with them, and carried varióos ftandards. 
All the burthens and tributes were much heavier 
upon them than upon the citizens, excepting thofe 
who, forfome particular merit, had becn exempt-
ed by the council. There were many colieges or 
companiesin thecity, asthat of the merchants, the 
goldfmiths, and the artificers. The merchants 
and goldfmiths created their own confuís, and the 
companies of artificers appointed their own feig-
niors or treafurers; and thofe, who were able to do 
it, colleéted together in aííbciations for the pro-
motion of commerce and improvement in the 
arts. The people and the city afterwards increaf-
ing, there were ele&ed certain colieges of arms, 
one called that of the Lombards, another, della 
Branca, and another del GrirFone ; and thefe had 
the care of the arms of the republic, and were 
decorated by the city with many privileges: and 
theforeigners, who were of thefe companies, were 
made citizens of Bologna, if they had becn houfe-
holders ten years in the city, and might be of the 
council of the commons, ftewards of companies, 
and magiftrates, equally with other citizens. The 
greateíl part of the labonrers in the country were 
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llaves óf the nobles, from which fervitude how^ 
ever they were afterwards liberated, the commu-
nity paying a certain fum of money to their maf-
ters. All thefe particulars of their conftitution 
were found in the ancient cuftoms, or the privi-
leges granted or confirmed by the emperors, or in 
the decrees of the councils, or in the laws of the 
city: the former were called reformations, the lat-
ter ftatutes. The decrees were thofe ordinances 
which, atthe prayer of the pretor, were accepted 
by the councils, or made by him, and approved 
by them. The laws were no other than the ordi­
nances made by the legiílators, which were called 
ftaturieri, or law givers. No ordinary magiftrate 
was of thefe legiílators, but they were deputed, 
according to the wants of the city, from time to 
time, and, after the example of the Athenians, re-
viewed the oíd laws, and altered, amended, ac-
commódated, and reformed them, according to 
their judgements. The laws which thefe legiíla­
tors made were reported to the council, by them 
recired publicly to the people, and written in the 
volumes of Civil Reafon, which were called the 
Statute Books. This conftitution was preferved 
till after the year 1250.—'The houfes were of wood, 
without much ornament or íkill in architedure; 
and from this caufe they were frequently expofed 
to terrible fires. Among all the buildings, the moft 
noble objeds were the fteeples and towers, built 
upon the churches and all the houfes of the prin­
cipal ckizens. The frequent fires, and the corn-
mon calamitiesof Italy, the deluges of water, and 
the frequent exiles of the citizens, are fuppofed to 
have deftroyed many objeds, and buried in obli-
vion many fads worthy of eternal remembrance.— 
There are greater traces of an artificial and fcien-
tiñcal legiQation in this conftitution, than in either 



Ghirarúaccu 4 o 1 

that of Florence qj|Siena; neverthelefs all au-
thority, legiílative, executive, and judicial, wasin 
one council, for when the fpecial and general 
council met together they aéled as one, and when 
one met alone it afted as fovereign : the poderla, 
and his judges and notaries, we;e only deputies of 
the council. Although fo much pains was taken, 
by mixing lot with choice, by rotations, and other 
prudent precautions, to prevent ambición, faition, 
and fedition from entering, all was ineñeftual.— 
Omitting mott of the wars, foreign and domeftic, 
we may feleft a few inftanees rrom whence the 
operation of this forra of government may be 
evinced. 

Henry the Fifth, as he was called, but of 
Germany the Sixth, after his fucceílion to his 
father Frederick, paffing through Bologna with 
Conílantia his wife, in his way to Rome, to re-
ceive the imperial crown, was magniñcently re-
ceived by the people, and entertained by Gerardo, 
bilhop of Bologna, in the biíhop's palace; and, 
in acknowledgment of his kind reception, gave to 
Gerard the tille of prince, which was afterwards 
retained by the biíhops of Bologna. Henry was 
not only crowned as ernperor, but with much ce-
remony invefted in the kingdom of the two Sici-
lies, as the inhcritance of his wife Conílantia. 

In the next year, Gerardo, biíhop of Bologna, 
by his favour with the emperor and the pope, 
and the privileges he had obtained for the city, 
was grown into fuch reputation for juílice and 
virtue with all men, that he was conílituted. 
pretor with great popularity, and in the begin-
ning of his dignity he contraéled a friendíhip with, 
Albert the count of Prato, and made a treaty for 
mutual defence. Gerardo having the firíl year 
adminiílered in fuch a manner as to be thought a 
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bright example of a good an^lmoderatc goVerfl-
nient, a litcie afterwards feemed to be changed in 
his vvhole nature* began to defire innovations* 
openly to favour the plebeians, opprefíing the 
nobles and firft men of the city, which gave 
occafion to great diforders and feditions: for 
the patricians, who had conferred upon him the 
office, and were accuftomed and habituated to the 
command of others, could not eafily tolérate the 
injuries and humiliations impofed upon them, 
and the evident partiality of the pretor j fo that 
having congregáted in the palace, they created 
twelve confuís, of men of great authority in Bo-
logna. Gerardo hearing of the eledtion of con­
fuís was in high wrath, and began to thfe3ten them 
with an angry countenance; but they fuddenly 
publiíhed to the people that he was depofed from 
the office of pretor. Giacomo Orfi, a povverful 
citizen, and a favourer of Gerardo, colledted a 
company of armed men, and attempted to oppofe 
the refolution of the confuís and patricians; 
whereupon Specialino Griffbni, not lefs celebrated 
in letters than in arms, and one who was ftudious 
and intent upon maintaining the republie, turned 
round to the nobles, and harangued them as 
follows: " Is it confiftent with our dury or our 
" honour, fellow-citizens, to fuffer that autho-
<c rity, which for three hundred years and more 
" we have enjoyed, of direfting this our republie, 
" to be wrefted from us by a prívate perfon, by 
" us alone, for the univerfal fafety of the city, 
" placed in the government of it ? Shall we fub-
" mit to beeome like the vileíl populace, efteem-
" ed of no importance or authority, and íubjeded 
" to that Gerardo, to whom we are, and for 
" ever íhall be, obje£ts of jealoufy and terror, as 
" long as our republie íhall have any energy, or 
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1 be in fafety ? Let your generous fouls enkindle 
** inamoment: nevcr think of bearing this in-
9 fupportable tyranny j and let the objed kfelf, 
u and the opporrunity of the moment rouze you 
f to this enterprife, infinitely more than my 
** words; and accept of me, according to your 
" pleafure, eitheras a foldier, or a captain in the 
" íérvice, to which I am willing to devote my 
" foul and body." Amidft all this ariftocratical 
thunder, the ftill voice of reafon and experience 
whifpers to a candid reader the probability that 
the nobles were more tyrannical than Gerardo ; 
that the people were impatient under it; Gerardo 
difpofed to alieviate their burthens •, and the no­
bles thence alarmed with the apprehenfion of a 
mafter over themfelves, rather than over the peo­
ple. The fpeech being ended, he feized his arms, 
and, accompanied by the confuís and the greater 
part of the nobles, marched to the biíhop's palace. 
Giacomo Orfi, with thofe devoted to him, oppof-
ing them in arms, they carne to action; but Giaco­
mo not being able to refift the impetuofity of the 
aflailants, with great difEculty faved himfelf, with 
Gerardo, by flying from the city. The confuís^ 
difappointed by their fíight, were the more ex-
afperated againft Orfi, and feeing they had them 
not in their power, they declared them rebels 
againft the republic, confifcated all their property, 
and ordered their houfes and towers to the ground. 
Such decifion delivered the city for the prefenc 
from this violent fedition, and with as much vir-
tue as that which delivered the Roman patricians. 
from Melius or Manlius. 

But thenext year, under new confuís, akhough 
it appeared that the the fedition of Gerardo was 
quieted, and that no difpofition remained for in-
novation, yet all on a fudden, on the firft of Julyx 
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fome o* his abettors proceeded fiom words to 
blows witn foinc of the adverfe party, irt which 
affray Pietro Scannabecci loft bis right hand, an<J 
Scannabecci Rampeni lay mortally wounded, 
among many others both killed and wounded* 
The day after, both parties having prepared their 
arms, came to battle again in the palace of the 
community, when Giufeppe Occellette and To-

Gierereei. mafo Tafchi da i Gieremei, fautors of Gerardo, 
were flain; whereupon the confuís were again 
obliged to recur to arms againft Gerardo, who, 
having taken poíTeffion of a caftle called Sor-
refano, had there fortified himfelf. They fent out 
Guglielmo Malavolti, a confuí, with achofen band 
of íoldiers, who conduéled with fo much íkill and 
bravery, that he chafed Gerardo from his fortrefs, 
and burnt his caftle. In a íhort time the empe-
ror Henry, by a decree, liberated the biíhop, 
Gerardo, whom he ftill called his prince in aU 
his caufes, from his oathof calumny, and permits 
him ta exercife his funólions in all his caufes, and 
thofe of the biíhopric, by an adminjítrator, o? 
other legitimate perfon. 

1105. Thenextyear, ii95,itfeems theytriedthe expe-
riment of a pretor again (that is to fay, as we may 
conjeóuire the famiiy of Gieremei, and their party, 
prevailed in thepublic councilsto carry this point), 
and Guido Ciño was eleéled. But inhis adminiftra-
tion, following the fteps of Gerardo, after having 
done infupportable things againft many perfons, 
he was diíhonourably depofed from his office, and 
accufed of an infinite number of iniquities; and 
attempting to fly, was by thofe whom he had 
ofiendf d made pnfoner, and for his puniíhment 
all his teeth weredrawn out of his head, and then 
he was fet at liberty, and in his place was appoint-
ed Guido da VümercatOj of Milán. 
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In 1202, civil difcords arofe in the city, by which 1202. 
Bologna was not a little troubled and affli&ed. The 
firft diforder that occurred, arofe from an ancient 
enmity between the Afinelli and the Scannabecci. Afinelli, 
Thefe two fadions meeting in the high flreet, and Sean-
with a fudden and impetuous onfet engaged in ^^cci, 
arms, and many were killed and wounded on both 
íides. This quarrel was compofed., by the inter-
pofition of the pretor and the other nobles ; but 
another foon arofe from a more prívate offence, 
becaufe Giovanni Tettalafini had killed Guido 
Peppoli: this enmity between thefe two fami-
lies continued for forty years before it was 
pacified. 

ín 1212, upon fome publie occafion, amonga 121a. 
great concourfe of nobility on horfeback, Giere-
mia Malavolti falling from his horíe, was killed, 
to the grief of the people and the emperor, and 
probably to the equal joy of the nobility. 

Intheyear 1 a 18 there were in the city of Bo- i a i g , 
logna, ten thoufand fcholars at the academy for 
the ftudy of the law, in fuch reputation was that 
univerfity. 

ThequarrelbetweenFrcderick theemperor, and 1227, 
Gregory the pope, revived in Bologna the party 
diftinftions of G uelphs and Ghibellines, drawn from 
Germany in the time of Henry the Fourth. Not 
only fome cities favoured the emperor, and others 
the pontifF, but in the city of Bologna the citi-
zens arrived at that degree of extreme madneís, 
that, in hatred of each other, they ftrove to deprive 
each other oftheirlives and fortunes together. 
Sons became cnemies to their fathers, and bro-
thers to brothers, and, as if it was not enough ta 
íhed their own blood, like mad dogs, they pro­
ceded to demoliíh houfes, and to burning the 
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citics, the trees, and the corn. This diabolíéaí 
peftilence produced fuch an averfion to each other, 
thac they ftudied to diilinguifh themfelves in ali 
things: in their clothes, in the colours they 
•wore, in their a&ions, their fpeech, their walk, 
their food, their falutarions, their drink, their 
manner of cutting bread, in folding their nap-
kins, in the cut of their hai«-, and innumerable 
other extravaganccs equaíly whimfical. A plague 
truly horrible, a flame wholly inextinguilhable, 
which proved the extin£lion of fo many noble 
families, and the ruin of ib many miferable 
cittes. 

1228. The next year, under the pretorfhíp of Uberto 
Vifconti, out of a violent íedition arofe a cruel 
war. Gottifredo, count of Romagna, fávourite 
of Frederick, took Manzolino, a caftle of Romag­
na, and from it drove out the prefe¿t of Bologna, 
who returned home, and excited the people to a 
violent revolt, becaufe every one lamented that 
the caftle, by the negleft or mifconduct of the 
pretor, and of thofe who governed in the city, 
was loft,asthey pretended; and in fuch manner did 
this conceived indignación increafe in the hearts 
ofal!, that feizing their arms, againft the refolu-
tion of the republic, they colle&ed together in 
the piazza, made immediately a captain of one 
Giufeppe Tofchi, a man not only bold but rafh, 
and, with terrible huzzas, ran tumultuoufly to the 
palace of the pretor, where Giufeppe dcmanded 
the ftandard of the people, and the armed guards 
of the palace, deciaring that hc-«ould go out 
and mect the enemy, that he mignt not commit 
further depredations on the territory of Bologna. 
The pretor refufed his demand ; but Giufeppe, 
eonfu'.ting only his own temerity, broke open the 
gates of the palace, forced his entry into it, ran-
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íacked every thing, and having burnt all .the 
papers of the pretor, to acquire more favour with 
the people, turned out all the publie tables, rung 
the bells againft the orders of the pretor and tha 
guards, and having thus colle&ed all the people 
armed in the piazza, he conduíted out the tr i-
umphal car of the pretor, and ordered all thing* 
for war. H e then arranges 4000 infantry under 
Bornio Gieremei, whofe tool he probably was, 
800 cavalry under Orfo Caccianemici and Pren-
diparti Prendiparti, four hundred men at arms 
under Alberto Gallucci and Lodovico Ariofti j 
and in this curious manner a foundation was 
laid for a change in the commonwealth, and an 
inítitution of the People. They called by this 
ñame, The People, the new republie placed in the 
hands of the people, whofe fuperintendants were 
appointed to be, the prefeét of the people, the 
antiani, zhe confuís of the merchants, and theAntiani. 
mafters of colleges, According to Thomas A c -
quinas, the antiani were inftituted in the cities ©f 
Italy, that they might take the part of the ple-
beians, as were the tribunes in Rome : but after 
this Giufeppe, whom they created prefedt of the 
people, no other prefecl: is mentioned till 1255. 
The Florentines and the Genoefe having ordained 
a republie of.the people about the fame time, 
introduced alfo the prefeét of the people and the 
antiani; and thefe popular republics were fuf-
tained, with their proper councils, to whom the 
prefecls were reftors or prefidents: and at the 
head of the antiani alfo were thepretors and their 
judges; and fi» antiani were created from all the 
four and twenry tribes, and as long as the ufe and 
creation of thefe antiani continued in this fort of 
republie, their number was often increafed, as 
Weil as that of the confuís of merchants and 
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mafters of colleges. By this change of govern-
ment the republic became involved in two wars 
at once, with Imola and Modena; and the peo-
pie of Bologna, finding their affairs not íucceed 
to their wiíhes, rofe in a tumult, and killed Ro­
lando Formaglini, fuperintendant of Piumazzo, 
becaufe his fortrefs was taken by the enemy, 
alledging their fufpicions that he had betrayed it 
for money. The animofities of the Guelphs and 
Ghibellines mixing with the difputes between 
the nobles and commons, produced convulfions 
in every city, efpecially in thofe adhering to Fre-
derick, that in Modena, Reggio, Parma, Cre-
mona, Bergamo, and Pavia, thofe who favour-
ed the church were finally expelled by the 
power of their adverfaries, and driven into exile; 
and Bologna ftill condnued to be agitated with 
feditions, as well as with difputes with their 
biíhop and the pope, by whom they were excom-» 
municated. 

In 1234 they fettled the controverfy with the 
biíhop, but a greater tumult than had ever been 
known arofe, on accountof Alberto Lambertacci, 
who being in. the piazza, and feeing Gabriel San-
cio his enemy, killed him. This homicide put 
arms into the hands of a multitude of citizens. 
The pretor not having the criminal in his power, 
pubüíhed a proclamation againft him. The rela-
tions and friends of the deceafed laoked out for 
a, fevere revenge ; and as they faw that the party 
of the Lambartacci were upon. their guard, and 
went about prepared, with a great retinue of 
armed men, they confulted together about the 
manner of coming to action. Meeting one day 
with Alphonfo, the brother of Albert, they carne 
to a rude fcuffle together, in which much blood 
was fhed, and much more mUchief would have 
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been done, if the interpofition of the pretor had 
not interrupted it for the prefent: but this broil 
was the beginning of difcords and feditions which 
lafted a long time. The hatred between the moft 1243, 
coníiderable families had grown fo invetérate, 
having continued, with few interruptions, for forty 
years, viz. from the death of Guido Peppali, that 
much bioodthed was apprehendtd; but John of 
Bologna, a famous preacher, coming into the 
city, preached peace, charity, and benevolence, 
to his immortal honour, with lo much fuccefs, 
that a kind of reconciliation was made between 
the famiíies of Delfini and Malatafchi: Torelii 
and Ándalo; Griffeni, Artemiffii, and Caftel de 
Britti; Gallucci and Carbonea" j Lambertini and 
Scannabecci} Peppoli and Tettalaíini; who had 
been conftant enemies—and feveral intermarri-
ages were contracted among them. 

In the year 1244 is found the next mention of 1244. 
the antiani of the people, who prefided in the 
inftituted republic of the people, and moderated 
in two councils; one called the little council, 
which they, with the confuís of the merchants and 
goldfmiths, mafters of the arts and of arms, with 
the gonfalonier of the people, and the colleges 
and their counfellors, compofed j and the other 
they called the grand council, in which they alfo 
were again found, with the other larger number 
of counfellors; and all that was by thefe ordained 
was perpetually to be obferved: fo that all laws 
were made, executed, and judged by the majority 
oí this fingle council, or by perfons deputed by 
themj the fame original and effential fault that 
had occafioned their miferjes, and continued to 
jncreafe them. 

In 1248, making fecretly great preparations 1248. 
for war, and calling to their affiftance La Mar­
ca Romagna and Azzo d.a Efte, they created 
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cight noblemen to conduce the war againft the 
Modenefe; thefe were Alberto Gallucci, Lam-
bertacci, Prendiparti, Samaritani, Scannebecci, 
Ariofti, Guido Gieremei, and Cottellani. For 
captain general they elefted the marquis Azzo 
da Efte; but he being infirm, to 'Ihew his gra-
titude to the fenate, he fént them three thou-
fand cavalry, and two thoufand foot. Giere­
mei had command of half the men at arms, and 
Lambertacci of the infantry. It appears from 
ihis, that though the government was called popu­
lar and the people, that the people was no more 
than an ariftocracy, and that the nobles were not 
excluded. The two families of Gieremei and 
Lambertacci were very near the head of the re­
public, and, as we íhall foon fee, moft eagerly con-
tending for the foremoft ftation. An obñinate bat-
tle was fought, in which great exertions both of 
íkill and bravery were íhewn,. and a complete 
viélory obtaíned by the Bolognefej and king 
Hentio taken prifoner. 

1254. In 1254, in the council general and fpecial of 
the commons of Bologna, were confirmed the 
treaties with the marquis da Efte and the com­
mons of Ferrara. The next year the republic 
adorned itfelf with a new magiftrate, Ricarda 
Villa being made pretor; but becaufe the pretor 
was the íuperintendant of the republic of nobles, 
which was called The Commons, it was now their 
pleafure that there íhould be a prefecl, or cap­
tain of the people, who fhould govern the popu­
lar republic called The People. This dignity had 
been íaid afide a long time, though it had been the 
•original title of the firft magiftrate, but was now 
revíved, and Giordino Lucino was elefted to it.—» 
Separating the fun&ions, it was ordained, that the 
pretor íhould have the authority and jurifdi&ion 
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of the City, and be fuperinteridant of the councils 
of the commons, and that the captain íhould 
adminifter in war abroad ; that wichin the citv 
the councils of the people Íhould govern, and 
confer in the public bufinefs with the antiani. 

In the year 1257 a tranfaclion was completed, 
which alone ought to be fufficient to immortalize 
the republic oí Bologna. There is among the 
records of that city a book, intitled " The 
<l Paradife of Pleafure," which contains the de-
cree of the jd of June, 1257, by which all the 
llaves and villains were manumitted, and taxed 
annually in a certain quantity of corn, which was 
configned to the care ofan officer, already infti-
tuted and called the pretor of the fack, who was 
appointed in the fame manner with the pretors of 
the caftles. This law, prepared at firft by legifla-
tors, was, by the councils of the people, congre-
gated by the ringing of bells according to the 
ufage, recited and approved. The record is ia 
fubftance—" In the beginning God Almighty 
" planted a paradife of pleafure, in which he 
" placed man, whom hehad created and cloathed 
" with a white robe of innocence, giving him a 
" perfe£t and perpetual liberty; but the wretch, 
" unmindful of his own dignity and the divine 
" munificence, tafted of the apple forbidden him 
" by the commandment of Heaven, and thereby 
" dragged himíélf and all his pofterity down into 
" this valley of mifery, poifoned the human race, 
" and moft" miferably bound it in the chains of 
" diabolical fervitude: and thus, from incorrup-
<c tibie it was made corruptible, from immorta!, 
" mortal, fubjecled to continual viciffitudes and 
" moft grievous ílavery. God, however, behoid-
" ing that the whole world had periíhed, had 
" compalüon on the human race, and fent his 
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* only*begotteri Son, born of the virgín Mary,whdj 
* co-operating wich the grace of the Ho!y Ghoft, 

'* to the glory of his own digriity, breaking the 
" bonds with which we were held captive, re-
<c ftored us to otir primitive Iiberty : and theré-
" fore it is very jufily queftioned, whether meri, 
" whom nature from the beginning produced and 
" created free, and the law of nations only fub-
<c jeéled tothe yoke of fervitude, ought not t#bé 
" reítored to the bleffing of manumiffion;—thefe 
" men, who are the difgrace of the caufe of 
* Iiberty ! In confideration of which the noble 
" city of Bologna, which has always contended 
" and fought for Iiberty, recollefiting the pafl: 
** and providing for the future, in honour of Jefus 
" Chrift our Lord and Redeemer, has redeemed, 
" by a price in money, all thofe who, in the city 
" of Bologna and its biíhopric, were found con-
*' fined in a fervile condition, and decreed them to 
" be free, after a diligent examination, ordaining 
" that no one, conftrained in any kind of flavery 
* in the city or epifcopacy, íhall daré to remain 
" or be detained in it. And leftfo great a mafs 
" of natural Iiberty, redeemed by a price, íhould 
" corrupt, by any remaining mixture of flavery, 
" as a modérate fermentation corrupts the whole 
" mafs, and the fociety of oneevil depraves many 
" that are good—-in the time of that noble man 
tc and podefta, D. Accurfius of Sorixana, whofe 
te reputation fpreading far and wide, Ihines likea 
" ftar, and under the examination of D. Jacob 
tc Grataceli, his judge and affeflbr, whofe íkillj 
" wifdom, conftancy, and temperance, recom-
* mend him to all men, the prefent memorial is 
" made, which by its proper ñame ought juftly 
" to be called a Paradife, containing the ñames 
" of all the maííers and all the flaves, both male 
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w and female, that it may appear by what ief-
* vants and maids liberty is acquired, and for a 
* price redeemed; to wit, ten pounds for thofe 
* of more than fourteen years of age, whether men 
" or women, and eight pounds for all under that 
" age, to every mafter, for every one whom he 
" holds in fervitude. This memorial was written 
" by me, Conrad Sclariti, a notary deputed to 
U. the office of fervants and maids; and may ic 
** remain to pofterity a monument of this tran-
" fa&ion."* Amidft the melancholy gloom of 
faftions and licentioufnefs, of injuftice and cruel-
ty, of fraud and violence, fuch a gleam of hu-
manity, equity, and magnanimity, is refreíhing. 
It íhall be left to your own refleótions, the firft of 
which will undoubtedly be a wiíh to fee a para-
dife of pleafure in each of the United States of 
America. 

The temporary reconciliation of the nobles 1258. 
liad produced profperity and fuccefs to the re-
public; but as the conílitution remained the fame, 
and war alone had preíerved the benevolent im-
preffions of John the preacher, as íbon as war was 
over the feditions of the citizens again difturbed 
all their quiet and felicity. The Gallucci, Lam-
bertacci, Artenefi, Britti, Carbonefi, Scanna-
becci, all noble families and greatly efteemed 
in Bologna, could no longer reftrain their paffions, 
and, as the hiftorian very juftly obferves, God 
knows how they could have reftrained them lo 
long. The Lambertacci were the firft to fet fire 
to the tájm of jealoufy and indignation, hatred 
and re\l»|e, and to begin the ruin of their 
country. Provoked by fome words, reported to 
them by their fiatterers, and perhaps invented or 
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Cxaggerated, ihey took arms, and coming "fiercely 
to aétion with the Gieremei, a great quantity of 
blood was íhed on both fides; and would havc 
proceeded to greater extremities, if Ramponi, a 
man in high eíleem, had not bravely interpofed, 
and by bis wifdom and valoux, partiy by perfua-
fion and partiy by forcé, brought them to an ac-
commodation ; yet the quarrel continued to break 
out at times, and prevailed even among the fcho# 
lars. One of the tribunas of the city was danger-
ouíly wounded, and Raimendo, a Genoefe, was 
beheaded, but this did not end the diforder. The 
Gailicci and Carbonefi took. up the difpute, and 
feveral horrid murders were committed, and feve-
ral of the dependencies of che republic, taking 
advantage of the opportunity, or excited by par-
tifans, rebelied. The diforder lurkedhowever in 

1260. íbme degree of fecrecv till 1260, when it broke 
out again, and the parties began to colle¿t toge-
ther companies of idie vagabonds, and on a thou-
fand occafions endeavoured to come to action. 
Finally the Gieremei went out in arms againft the 
Lambertacci, the Galucci againft the Carbonefi, 
and the Lambertini againft the Scannabecci, the 
Artinefi againft the Britti; and continued for a 
long fpace of time in battle, each party afiifted by 
the families of its adherents. The pretor, with 
all his court, and all their forces, were obliged to 
turn out, and partiy by his menaces, and partiy 
by fome fmall remains of reverence for authority, 
he put a ftop to this moft fanguinary and horrible 
rencounter. and obliged thofe who rerjMkied alive 
to return to their houfes. 

1264. I" 1264. thefe inteftine broils were renew-
ed, particularly between the families of Lam­
bertacci and Gieremei, and while many were 
anxious to make peace between them, and 
were occupied in contriving the means of it, 
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the Lambertacci, little inclined to any accommo-
dation, by exerting all their influence and in­
trigues, on purpofe to offend the Gieremei, pro-
cured that Peter Pagani, a powerful citizen of 
Imola, íhouJd be made lord of it, to the end that 
he might expel from thence all the friends of the 
Gieremei, and demoliíh all their houfes, a com-
miffion which he fully executed. Imola, thus 
revolted from the obedience of Bologna, drove 
out Giacopino Prendiparte of Bologna, or, as 
others fay, killed him, who was commifTary and 
governor in the ñame of the city of Bologna. 
This aftion fo difpleafed the fenate, that they 
luddenly fent out a powerful army with the tri-
umphal chariot, under the pretor, andobliged the 
ufurper and his men to evacúate the poft. But 
before this enterprife was finifhed, another tumult 
happened againft the judges, one of whom, Uguc-
cione, was aflauked and killed, and the parties 
were again upon the point of coming to a bloody 
decifion, and it required the whole court in arms 
to difperfe the tumult.—Before the end of the 
year another tumult arofe in Imola, where the 
Bricci, principal leaders of that city, favourers 
of Cujano and Soffatello, had fecretly introduced 
many men, and drove out of the city the Imindoli, 
their enemies or rivals. But the people were fo 
difpleafed with this violence, that they rofe upon 
the Bricci and their followers, and with the point 
of the fword drove them out of the city, and 
called in again the Imindoli. The fenate, on the 
news of this fidelity, beftowed the higheft praifes 
on the people, and to reward them, by removing 
the caufe of fuch inconveniencies, ordered that 
for the future they íhould have no pretor at all, 
and that all their differences íhóuld be brought 
before the pretor of Bologna, to be adjudged with 
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equity and celerky, upon condition that they 
lhouid pay the auditors or judges who ihould 
hear their controverfies five hundred pounds a 
year. AH this was cheerfully accepted by thc 
people of Imola, as much preferable to conti-
nual quarrels in arms, to determine vvhether the 
Gieremei or Lambertacci íhould have the ap-
pointment of one of their inftruments to be a 
pretor among them. 

Clement the Sixth, among the firft afts of his 
pontiñcate, invited into Italy, Charles of Anjou, 
brother of St. Louis, king of France; and Uberto, 
count of Flanders, general of Charles's army, paff-
ed into Italy with 40,000 men. Bologna, with. 
Milán, Bergama, Verana, Mantoua, Ferrara, join-
ed the church and France ; 4000 men under Gui­
do Antonio Lambertini, a noble Bolognefe, joined 
the pope and the king. The Lambertini indulg-
ing their enmity againft the Bochetti, laid a plot 
one day to kill one of them, and thinking to find 
him in a certain place, where their fpies had in-
formed them he was> they went to feek him, but 
he was gone. In their return they met one of the 
Scannabecchi 3 letting loofe their malice againft 
him, they killed him, and fled. The pretor, in­
formad of their crime and flight, ifiued a procla-
mation againft them, rifled their houfes, and, to in­
timídate other malefactors, burntthem to the 
ground. Finding by thefe continual homicides 
that the government was too weak to reftrain the 
parties, a new magiftracy was created in the city 
of three men, who were to hear and prudently ex­
amine the differences among the nobles, and en-
deavour to appeafe them. Ándalo, Malavolti, 
ánd Ramponi, all men of great candour and An­
gular prudence, were chofen* Ándalo was of great 
authonty with the Ghibellines, Malavolti with the 
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Gáelphs, and fo was Ramponi. Thefe, without 
refpeét of perfons, judging with impartiality, had 
a wonderful efreét m the cuy, and with great 
mildnefs compofed many difeords and long enmi­
eles, particularly between the Afinelii and Scanna-
becchi, among whom a great deal of b'ood had 
been fpilled, and who had been a long time ene-
mies ; and, in a word, brought the city to a de-
gree of tranquillity. It was this year that, hear-
ing of the defeat anddeachof Manfrcd, the Ghi-
bellines began to tremble, and the Guelphs to trí-
ümph. Florence chofe two pretors from Bolog-
na, the fame Malavoki and Ándalo., and ereded 
their council of thirty-fix Guelphs and Ghibel-
ünes, diftinguifhed the city into factions of greater 
and leíTer arts, and gave every art ÍES gonfalonier* 
and this year Dante the poet was born. ttente-. 

In 1267 Charles Calzolaio* finding a yoiing man 12674 
in Bologna in bed with his wife* killed him, to 
rnaintain his own honour, but was taken into cuf-
tody, and fentenced to death by the pretors as one 
•who, contrary to the laws, had, by his own autho-
rity, done himfeif juftice. This fentence appeared 
to be unjuít to the other Calzolak whó renderly 
loved their brother Charles* and they united toge-
ther, mutually pledged their faith to each other to 
refeue him, and taking arms, went to the palace of 
the pretor, and forcibly delivered Charles from his 
prifon. This excited in the city amighty tumu!t¿ 
and fo intimidated the pretor, that he concealed 
himíelf in a place oí fafety. The commotion fub-
fided by the exertions of the confuís, and the fury 
of che Calzolai evaporated fo far that the fenate 
ventured to inquiíe who Were the authors of the 
tumult ¡ but the heads oí k were by this timé 
efcaped from the city¿ fo that the company of :hé 
Calzolai were only flned in a fum of money. To 
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this uproar fucceeded another ftill greater, be-
tween the Lambertpii and Scannabecchi, in which 
many were !efc wounded, and many flain 5 among 
whom was Bartolomeo Guidozagni, a friend of the 
Lambertini. This tinfture of blood enkindled thc 
minds of the two parties to vengeance to fuch a 
degree, thar, like mad dogs,* they thought of 
nothing but perfecution, murder, and extermi-
nation; and they colleéted their friends, both 
within and without the city, together to this ef-
feét. The confuís in office, to whom informatidfc 
was given of the danger, publifhed a proclamation, 
that no man íhould be introduced or let into the 
city, if he were not previoufly known to the depu-
ties appointed to fuperintend, who might know 
by that means the reafon of his coming, and oblige 
him to lay down his arms. This prudent precau-
tion in a few days quieted the faóYions, and the 
confuís, thinking the late diforder too light to be 
Very feverely puniíhed, only made an example or 
two in each of the families, by confining one of 
the Lambertini in Mantoua, and one of the Scan­
nabecchi in Florence; and becaufe the confuís 
faw the vioient enmities which prevailed among 
many noble families, which were in danger of in-
creaíing every day to more mortal rancour, they 
availed themfclves of the refolution and prudence 
of Ándalo and Malavolti, lately returned from 
Florence, by electing them to compofe the peace 
of the city, giving them ampie powers for that 
end; and this meafure fucceeded fo far, that the 
Lambertini and Scannabecchi, the Gozzadini and 
Arienti, Guidozagni and Orfi, Calamatoni and 
Sangiorgi, Bianchetti and Piccigotti, and many 
other noble families, were reconciled, in the pre-
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fence of the confuís in the palace, with much fa* 
tisfa&ion to the whole city. But as no meafure of 
the executive could be taken without offence to 
íbme part of fuch a divided executive authority, 
the confuís, by annulling all the condemnations in 
the late difturbances, excited the indignation of 
the pretor Dándolo, fo that he refigned his office. 
The confuís, who were not forry for it, appointed 
Aurelio Roccadalla Torre, of Milán, in his ftead; 
in this inftance, as in many others, before and afcer, 
being obliged to appoint a foreigner for their firft 
magiftrate, to avoid the certain fedicions and re-
bellions that would have been excited by the ad-
verfe party, if any natural-born cjtizen, however 
diftinguiíhed by merit, had been raifed to this 
eminence, among his jealous peers. 

In 1268 Alberto Caccianemici, for fome offen-
five words of his nephew Guido, fon of his bro-
ther Giuamonte, which were reported to him, 
without examining the truth of the information, 
in a fit of impatience for vengeance, called his 
two lons to him, and ordered them to go and put 
their coufin to death. His orders were executed 
with great inhumanity -, but, in fuch a ftate of go-
vernment and parties, the laws are overborne by> 
popular and powerful individuáis, and there is no 
jufiice to be had againft them in a regular profe-
cution: ib thought the people in this cafe, and 
therefbre took upon themfelves the punifhment of 
ib atrocious a cruelty, by rifing in arms, and de-
moliíhing their houfes. 

In 1269 another inftance of afimilar but more 
important nature happened. The captain of the 
people governed feverely in his office, and did not 
do juftice to the pepple, as they faidj and this 
provoked the wrath of the people ib far, that they 
depofed him. The pretor took this depofitíon in 
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ill part, and thought that the principal authors of 
it ought to be puniíhed, at leaft in fome fmall de-
gree, to difcountenance fuch irregularity. Büt 
this irritated the people fo highly, that, perceiving 
his danger, he thought it prudent to fly ; and a 
new pretor, as well as captain, were appointed, 
Thus the diicontented nobles, although they could 
not, from their oppofuion to each other, obtain the 
firft offices in the fíate, had it always in their 
powcr, by fecret machinations with the people, to 
excite tumults, and diftrefs, embarráis, anddepofe 
the foreigners who held them. There is an ex-
ampie of generofity in the gentlemen of Bologna, 

5270. in the year 1270, too much to their honour, 
amidft all their quarrels, to be omitted. A great 
fcarcity prevailed in all the cides of Tufcany and 
Lombardy, and the people of Bologna were re-, 
duced to extreme mifery by famine, Upon this 
occafion all the noblemen, and other rich men of 
the city, had the charity to open their flores, and 
expofe all their corn and grain to the people j and, 
not fatisfied with this, they united together, col-
leded all the money they had, or by their credit 
could borrow, and offered it to the fenate, that K 
rnight be fent to Romagna, and other diftant pro-
vinces, to procure a fupply of bread for the city. 
This benevolent effort, however, produced an ac­
cidental ill effeér.; it occafíoned a rivalry in the 
markets for grain between Bologna and Venice^ 
which produced refentments, retaliating impofts, 
and duties, and at laft a war, in which the Vene-
tians were conquered. But the city of Bologna; 
could not enjoy its triumphs in peace: malig-
liant fpirits in fecret fcattered reports and calum­
nies to difturb the public tranquillicy, fometimes. 
againft one illuftriouscitizén, and fometimes 3no-
ther. Thefe rumours coming to the years of the 
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feríate, they exerted all their íkill to difcover whe-
ther the crimes alledged had been committed or 
not; but, after al] their diligence, found no evi-
dence, but idle fufpicions. Neverthelefs the fena-
tors and people, taking the hint from thefe cn-
deavours to excite diforders, judged it would be 
ufeful to créate a new magiftracy of three men, of 
the beft lives and moíl wifdom, to conferve the 
quiet of the city, and to adminifter juftice, by re-
warding the good, and chaílifing the infolent dif-
turbers of the peace of othei s. To this end was 
given them ampie authority to bear arms, and 
to take with them armed men ; to imprifon delin-
quents,and accommodateall difputes which íhould 
arife: and thefe were called the Magiftrates of 
Peace. The three chiefs divided their people into 
three military ciarles: one was called of Lombar-
dy, and to this was committed the red ítandard, 
with the figure of Juftice holding a drawn fword 
in her hand ; the fecond was called the GrifBn, 
and to this was configned the white ftandard, 
with a red griffin; the laft was called della Bran­
ca, to which was allotted the white ftandard, with 
a red lion holding a fword. Thefe companies, 
were greatly efteemed in the city, and much ho-
noured by the fenate, who granted them fignaj 
privileges, regiftering the magiftrates as true and 
noble citizens. While this new magiftracy was 
wholly employed in the confervation of the ho-
nour and peace of the city, and daily reconciled 
the minds of the citizens, the rancour of prí­
vate animofity broke out again in the murder of 
Philip of Bologna, one of the company of della 
Branca, by Soldano de Galluci, who fled, which 
beyond meafure difpleafed the fenate ¡ and not 
having the murderer in their power, in order to 
give complete fatisfadlion to the company, they 

P d 4 publiíhed 



Bobgna. 
publiflied a capital proclamation againft him, and 
demoliíbed to their foundations all the houfes he 
had both in town and country. By this exemplary 
punifhment alone would theirritated mindsof the 
company, who had arms in their hands,be pacified. 

The next year it appears by the records, that, 
befides the pretor and captain of the people, 
four and twenty wife men (fapienti) were ele&ed, 
fix for each tribe, out of all the tribes of the city, 
by the antiani, to preferve the companies of the 
city. They elecled alfo four citizens to overfee 
the plentiful fupply of the city ; and five and 
twenty other wife men to fuperintend the for-
treffes and cattles in the country, as well as 
fome things relative to the government in the 
city. All thefe inventions, diótated by diftrefs, 
and the feeling as well as fear of the evils of 
difcord, were only aggravations of the evil, as 
they only divided ftill more the executive power, 
without dividing the legiflative; whereas the 
direéb contrary ought to have been the remedy, 
viz. they ought to have united the executive 
power, and divided the legiflative, and by that 
means have produced that trinity in unity, which 
is neither a contradi&ion ñor a myftery, but is 
alone efficacious to curb the audacity of indi­
viduáis, and the daring turbulence of parties. 
The judicial power, independent of all, is able 
to encounter any man, or combinación of men, 
without recurring to fuch rigorous meafures, in-
confiftent with liberty, as thefe new magiftrates 
in Bologna were obliged to adopt. In order 
to purge the city of its many popular diforders, 
they were obliged to forbid a great number of 
perfons, under grievous penakies, to enter the 
palace : ñor was it permitted them to go abour, 
the city, ñor to bear arms. All this they were 

obliged 



Ghirardacci. . 43.3 

obliged to do to prevent colleftions of people 
in the ftreets. Afterwards fome of the firft people 
of the city were banifhed, and confined to cer-
tain places abroad, and, upon pain of death, 
fentenced to depart the city in three hours. It 
is provoking to read the perpetual cant of thefc 
hiftorians, fuch as, that in this year, 1273, Bo- 1273. 
logna having compelled the Venetians to peace, 
and ruling over Imola, Faenza, Forli, and the 
caftles of Romagna, in peace, and by fear, by 
the valour of its citizens might have become 
great and glorious, if civil difcords had not be-
gan again to commit their cruel ravages. Thefe 
diffenfions, on the contrary, proved the ruin of 
the city, and were the caufe that, by little and 
little, íhe loft her ancient authority and grandeur, 
and from a patrón íhe became a client, from a 
miftrefs a fubject; a miferable fall, which began 
in this manner. There were in Bologna two moft 
noble families, the Gieremei and the Lamber-
tacci, between whom had long fubfifted, not only 
the party prejudices of Guelphs and Ghibel-
lines, but a rivalry for power and pre-eminence 
in the ftate: but neither party animofities ñor fa-
rnily jealoufies were able to prevent Imelda, a 
daughter of Orlando Lambertacci, a moft beauti-
ful young lady, from entertaining a partiality for 
Boniface, a fon of Gieremia de Geremei, a moft 
beautiful young man, who was defperately in love 
with her. This mutual paífion thus increafing in 
their hearts from day to day, the two lovers at 
laft fbund an opportunity to meet and converfe 
together. The lady's brothers being engaged in 
fome amufement at the houfe of the Caccianemi-
ci, having information of this interview, went to 
their fifter's chamber, and finding Boniface there, 
fell upon him with their envenomed tempers and 
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weapons, and perforated in an inftant his breaft 
and his hearr, their miferable fifter flying in de-
fpair from their fury. Having committed the mur-
der, they concealed the body in a fink, which ran 
under fome apartment in the houfe, and fled from 
the city. The murderers departed. Imelda, full 
of apprehenfions and terrible prefages of what íhe 
íhould difcover, ventured to return to her cham-
ber, and feeing upon the floor a rivulet of blood, 
íhe followed its dirección, and opening the place 
where her lover lay, íhe threw her delicate perfon 
on his body, ftill warm and bleeding, and diftraét-
ed with tendernefs and grief, applied her lips to 
his wounds, and drew in the poifon with his blood; 
and while her thoughts were wholly confounded 
with the pangs of her grief for her loft lover, the 
poifon fpread over her whole frame to her heart, 
and Imelda fell dead into the arms of her Boni-
face. A cataftrophe fo tragical could not be re-
cited on a ftage withoutaffefting in the moft fen-
fible manner the moft unfeeling audience. The 
difcovery of it to the public in Bologna could not, 
one would think, but melt the moft obdurate heart 
of faftion, and foften the favage monfter tohuma-
nity; but the effect of it was fo contrary to chis, 
that it wrought up the hatred between the two 
facYions to a mortal contagión, which increafed 
and fpread till it ruined and enflaved the republic. 
While the unfortunate fate of Boniface and Imelda 
depreíTed the fpirits of the two noble families, the 
fenate underftanding that the city of Forli had re-
belled, and that the Aigoni, according to the ftipu-
Jation, were not reftored to their country, called 
the council together, and the queftion was pro-
pofed, Whether they ought firft to march againft 
the rebels of Forli, or merely to reftore the Aigoni 
\o Modena ? The Lambertacci advifed, that the 
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firft attentíon íhould be given to the caufe of tfie 
Aigoni j and, on the contrary, the Gieremei advif. 
cd that they ihould firft endeavour to fubjugate 
Forli. The parties not agreeing in opinión, they 
began to fall into confufion, Finally, thecouncil 
ofthe Gieremei prevailing, the army wasfentout, 
and laid clofe fiege to Forli. 

The following year, the fenate having much 1174« 
at heart the redu&ion of Forli, refolved, irt 
order to chaftife fo great a difobedience, to 
order out the triumphal chariot, and all their 
army. The pretor enters the fenate to take 
leave for his departiire to the war, and there 
found Antonio Lambertacci labouring to con-
vince them that the enterprife againít Forli would 
not fucceed. After having urged many argu­
menta, he began to trample under foot the honour 
of the Gieremei, who had carried this point againít 
him. Gieremeo Gieremei, who was prefent, pro-
voked at his infolence, gave him the lye, and by 
mutual agreement they went out of the palace 
into the piazza, where they drew their fwords and 
began the combat. A great crowd ofthe two fac-
tions foon gathered about them, and fell to fight-
jng all together, fo that much bíood was íhed, and 
the battle grew more hot, and greater numbers 
collected; when Gozzadini and Cavaliere, with 
many others, intervened, parted the combatants, 
and the I^ambertacci returned to their houfes. 
The pretor, who went with the peopie to the 
tumult, wifhing to put fome reftraint of fear 
•upon both' parties, ordered four of the houfes 
or each party to be demoüíhed: but this fe-
verity had lítele or no efféftj for having grown 
inore cruel than ever againít each other, they 
were almoft every day in arms and aétion to­
gether. As this revolt was already divulged to 
fhe cjrcumjacent citiesj the companies della Bran­
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ca, oí the Grifün, and of Lombardy, underftand-
ing that the Guelphs of Modena and the Ghi-
bellines of Forli intended to come in to the aid 
of the tvvo parties, took their arms, and, toge-
ther with the people, pofted themíelves to guard 
the pafTages of the city; and receiving intelli-
gence that the Guelphs of Modena were on their 
marchj went out to meet them, and put thern 
to flight and confufion a t the point of the 
íword. The count de Panigo, who had armed 
himfelf in favour of the Lambertacci, hearing of 
this defeat of his friends, made his efcape from 
the city; but his people were put to the fword 
by the company della BranC3, who afterwards 
rafed to the ground all the houíés, not only pf 
the count, but of his followers. The Ghibel-
lines from Forli, friends pf the Lambertaccij 
hearing of the flaughter of the Modenefe and the 
followers of the count, made by the foldiers della 
Branca, fuddenly retreated. Thefe civil wars in 
Bologna were fcarcely divulged abroad, when all 
Romagna, taking advantage of the occafion,rebel-
led; and for this reafon the fenate, together with 
the pretor and the companieSj pofted themíelves at 
all the ways, to make peace betweeri thefe two fac-
tions ¡ in which enterprifé they fortunately at 
length fucceeded, and, after much reafoning and 
perfuafion, they obtained hoftages from both 
lides, and thus the city was quieted. While 
this peace was in treaty, the principal heads of the 
rebellion of Imola, of Faenza, and of Salarolo, 
dreading the refentment of the Bolognefe at Forli, 
faved themfelves by flight. The Bolognefe were 
indeed formidable, for they were collecling a 
powerful army to march into Romagna. When 
it was embodied, the pretor of Bologna attempt-
ing to go out upon the campaign, Antonio Lam­
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bertacci, forgetting his plighted faith, and dif-
regarding the fate of the hoilages delivered, flew 
out again in arms to prevent the triumphal cha-
riot from going out, and again commenced a 
plentiful effufion of blood. Thisfedition was rhe 
moft terrible of any that had ever yet happened : 
it laited forty days without intermiffion : fo that 
Bologna became a haunt of rnurderers, and the 
ftreets ran down with human blood ; the proper-
ty of ail men was fubjefted to depredation, the 
cdifices were ruined, and the grandeur and glory 
oí the city trodden under foot. 

The Lambertacci were at laft however over-
comc, fled from the city with all their accomplices, 
and went to Faenza, leaving their houfes and 
palaces a prey to the people, which, in one word, 
were all levelled with the ground; and becaufe thc 
pretor and captain of the people had always held 
a good underftanding with the Lambertacci, they 
were now depofed from the magiítracy, although 
it is univerfally agreed that his judgement and 
decrees were unexceptionably impartial and up-
right. Fifteen thoufand citizens were baniíhed 
with them, whofe ñames are diftinétly written in 
a book among the records in the chamber of 
Bologna. Thefe perfons, fcattered in various 
places, planted new families, as the Guerrini in 
Forli, the Bazzani and Sacchi in Parma, the 
Malpigli in Lucca, the Carrari in Ravenna, the 
Buoninfegna in Terni, the Maffei in Rome, the 
Bagarotti in Placentia and Padua; from which 
families have arifen men famous both in arms and 
letters. The Lambertacci fought an afylum in 
Faenza and in Forli, and fortified themfelves in 
both thofe cines; but the Gieremei, not contenc 
with havingdriventhem out of the city, endeavour-
ed to chafe them from the places where they were 
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received ; wherefore, that they may not be takert 
by furprize, they fent to their friends in every" 
place, particularly to the count di Montefeltro, 
the counts of Modiana, and to others of their 
faftion, for fuccour,. The baniihed citizens of 
Ravenna being united with thofe of Forli, Arimi-
num, and other places, went to Forli, and frotn 
thence to Faenza, and chere fortified themfelves, 
and a little afterwards drove out the Manfredi 5 
and paffing afterwards to Caftel San Piero, and 
from thence to Salarolo, where the Manfredi had 
reforted, and having taken the caítle, many of 
their enemies were put to death, and many made 
prifoners and fent to Forli, among whom was 
Alberico Manfredi. At Bologna many of the fac-
tion of JLambertacci were imprifoned; and, as a 
report was fpread that a powerful fuccour was ar-
rived to the Gieremei, the Lambertacci, with their 
wives and children, fled to the mountains, and 
from thence to Faenza, where, with the affiftance 
of their friends, they began to colleft forces. The 
Gieremei, receiving information that the Lamber­
tacci were preparing to returntoBologna,confulted 
in council upon the projedl of going out firll in 
fearch of them. The refolution was taken with 
great precipitation, and they marched out with the 
triumphal chariot with great fpirit to Romagnai 
The Ghibellines, who were apprifed of their ap-
proach, went out fuddenly to meet them in arms* 
and the Guelph party were defeated, leaving three 
of the Gieremei dead upon the field, and Alber-
glhetto Manfredi mortally wounded and a prifoner. 
This reverfe oí fortune fpread a terror in Bolog­
na -, but dreading the total lofs of their city, they 
exerted themfelves to the utmoft to fortify ir, 
and had recourfe ggain to their confedérales and 
friendsj and in a íhort time aflembled a ftrong 
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army. It is unnecefiary to enumérate all the places 
and parties from whence each fide drew their aids; 
but the triumphal chariot again went forth, and 
was met again by the Lambertacci and their al-
lies, when another terrible engagement enfued, 
and the Lambertacci again remained viftorious. 
Two thoufand men were ílain, among whom a 
great number of the principal nobles. The Lam­
bertacci purfued their viclory into the territory of 
Bologna, where they put every thing to fire and 
fvvord, deftroying vines, trees, corn, and houfes, 
and took a great number of caftles, and it is fup-
pofed might have made themfelves mafters of the 
city, fuch was the panick in it, without ftriking 
another blow: but thinking they had done enough, 
for the prefent, they returned to Faenza. The 
Bólognefe finding their affairs unfortunate, both 
at home and abroad, deliberated on fending to 
king Charles for affiftance, and two ambaíTadors 
accordingly went, Paffaggieri and Prendiparti. 
Many citizens dilplayed their public fpirit in 
defence of the city and fenate, and fubfcribed 
large fums to defend their liberty : Paffaggieri, for 
example, was fo attached to the Gieremei, that he 
gave fix thoufand pounds for the common good. 
The fenate'by proclamation ordered, that every 
citizen poíTelíed of a horfe fhould have him re-
corded in a book, that they might know what 
affiftance the militia might have in cafe of extre-
mity, and the ñame of every man who then 
owned a horfe is very carefully preíérved as a 
Family diítinction. 

The Lambertacci, afcer their viclory over the 
Gieremei, did not fail to make incurfions into the 
country of Bologna every day, difturbing now 
one place, and then another, in fuch a manner, 
that of that party there was not a caftle, village, 
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or city, that was not infefted, or tbreatened with 
their arms. The Bolognefe, apprehenfive that 
the evil might extend itfelf too far, and that the 
people, wearied with fo many calamities, might 
revolt, and having before their eyes what Ri-
dolph the emperor had done, they began to medí­
tate a furrender of the city to the pope : ambaffa-
dors were appointed, who were humanely received, 
and their petition attended to, at Viterbo. The 
pope was vaftly pleafed with the iubmiffion of 
Bologna, and íhe acknowledged the church and 
the pontifF for her patrón. The inftrument is 
dated 29th July, 1278, by which the ambaflfadors, 
in the ñame of God, and of the podefta, captain, 
council, and commons, recognized the dominión, 
diction, law, jurifdiftion, power, and principality 
of the city, territory, and diftrift, in St. Peter, the 
keeper of the key of the kingdom of heaven, and 
in Nicolás che Third and his fuccefíbrs, Román 
pontiffs, referving the laws and rights of the city, 
territory, and diftriel. Although the Gieremei 
difcovered an obftinate averfion to any kind of 
peace or reconciliation with the Lambertacci, 
the pope conceived a great defire of uniting Ro-
magna and Bologna in his intereft, and, after long 
negotiations to that purpofe, he fucceeded to per-
fuade both parties to liften to his propofals, and 
fubmit to his decifion. The conftitution of the 
pope Nicolás the Third, upon the reformation of 
the peace of the Bolognefe, to wit, the Gieremei 
and Lambertacci, was made, and the prifoners on 

1279. both fides fet at liberty ; and in 1279 t n e t w o ^ac" 
tions of Gieremei and Lambertacci were afíem-
bled once more in the piazza of Bologna, in pre-
fence of the cardinals legates of the pope, appear-
ing in great pomp and fplendor, The families on 



Ghlrardaeá. 

the party of the Lambertacci and Gieremei were 
all recorded by ríame, and, after long orations 
made by the cardinals, the iníiruments were íigned, 
and the oaths of perpetual peace and friendíhip 
taken by them all. The proceedings, as they re-
main on record, are very voluminous, and it is 
not poñible a peace íhouíd be made with more • 
íblemnity or lefs referve; but of what avail are 
pious exhortations, charitable refolutions, or fo-
iemn oaths, againft invetérate paffions in unba-
lanced governments ? 

ín 1280 the Lambertacci, who could not live 1 
under the operation of the fecret venom of their 
perfonal hatreds, which daily corroded in their 
hearts, making little account of the peace made, 
or the penalties impofed, burning with deíire 
to imbrue their hands in the blood of the Gie­
remei, having taken their arms, flew to the pi-
azza, and finding there a great number of their 
enemies, fell upon them with a fudden fury, and, 
after a long combat, puíhed the Gieremei out of 
the piazz3, and made themfelves rnaíters of it, and 
would nave eafily poffefled the palace, if the cap-
tain, with two thoufand men, had not ruíhed into 
the midft of the danger, and with the Cacciane-
mici, Lambertini, Ariofti, Prendiparti, and other 
friends oppofed them, and* at the points of their 
fvvords, driven them back, and purfued them out 
of the city. The battle on both fides was bloody, 
and many principal men were killed in it, after 
performing prodigies of valour. The Lamber­
tacci, thus again driven from the city, with their 
arms retired to the mountains with great lofs, 
and the Gieremei proceeded to the old work of 
ruining their houfes within and without the city j 
and having iffued a proclamación againft a great 
number, they fent others into confinement, ac-
cording to the uíáge in fuch cafes in thofe times. 
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Berthold, the ccunt of Romagna, the pope's ne-
phew, immediately fummoned all parties to ap-
pear before him, and gave an account who were 
the aggreffors in the late revolution, and prevailed 
upon the Gieremei and Lambertacci to give hof-
tages to perform the award for fettling their dif-
ferences; but before the affair could be fintfhed 
the pope died, and Berthold reftored the hoilages 
to the Guelphs, but the Lambertacci not con-
dufting to his fatisfaftion, he carried theirs to 
Rome, 

Bologna now remaining in the hands of the 
Gieremei, four officers were immediately created, 
whofe duty it was to preferve the peace of the 
city, and to them was gíven the higheíl poffible 
authority; and they began their operations with 
fo much prudence and firmnefs, that their pro-
ceedings gave great fatisfa&ion to the citizens, 
and whatever they ordered or deííred, the 
people complied with affeftion and confidence, ex-
cepting fome of the followers of the Lambertacci, 
who not being able to bear the fight of the city at 
peace, while their party were driven out of it, be­
gan, byflowdegrees and fecret pra&ices, to confult 
of meafures to make themfelves mafters of the 
City, and reftore their banifhed party. For many 
days they difcourfed together in fecret upon this 
proje£t, and hoping that fortune might for once 
favour and affift them, they determined finally to 
aflault the piazza; and becaufe all the city was in 
fecurity, and lived in peace, they readily perfuaded 
themfelves, that by furprize their defign would 
fucceed. One day, at the hour of dinner, ifluing 
out in arms, and crying with a lively accent, The 
people and the churcb! they feized on the two 

» mouths of the piazza. The Gieremei, as foon as 
they were alarmed, ran out with the people in 
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genera), with arms m their hands, and coming to 
a fierce engagement with their enemies, after a 
plentiful effufion of blood, drove them out of the 
city to the mountains, to go from thence to Fa-
enza and inhabit with their friends. The cicy of 
Bologna now purified oí all tumuks, the fenate 
attended to the fortificación of al! the fortreffes and 
caftles in the country, placed ftrong garrifons, and 
fumiíhed plenty cf provifions, and all things ne-
ceíTary; and the ccmmanders placed in them, we 
may vvell fuppofe, were all good Guelphs and 
Gieremeices. The Lambertacci having taken re-
fuge in Faenza, and partly in Forli, thofe who 
were in Faenza following the aétivity, ardourj 
and boldnefs of their genios, began to live with 
fo much liberty, that it appeared as if Faenza was 
their own : this conduét was obferved, and excited 
not only much ceníure, but the greateft malevo-
Jence in the citizens¿ and among others, in Tibal-
dello Zambraíio, oríe of the molí noble in Faenza. 
This nobleman, feeirig himfelf expofed to the ri-
dicule of the town, on account of a pig which 
the Lambertacci had made fo free as to take from 
him, and becaufe they had threatened his life for 
demanding the reftoration of ir, grew into fuch a 
rage, that he lwore he would lofe'his life, or have 
fatisfaétion. After talking much of various pro-
jects, he at Jaft determined upon one which he 
had never talked of at all. H e pretended to be 
fometimes feized with a melancholy humour; 
went ftrangely out of his houfe fometimes, flying 
the company ofhis friends and relations; appear-
ing in the ftreets uncommonly thoughtful, lome-
times talking to himfelf of a variety of things^ 
and muttering imperfeét fentences. Having held 
this courfe of life for fome days, his infirmity be-
came divulged through the whole city. In a few 
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days more, without confiding his fecret to his fa­
ther or any other, he counterfeited the part of a 
complete idiot; and his behaviour was fo wild, 
whimfical, and extravagant, that he appeared both 
to his father and brother to be wholly bereaved of 
his underfranding, threw his family into diftrefs, 
and the whole city into the utmoft aftoniihment, 
to fee a nobleman, who had ever fhewn fo much 
prudence as to be held in high efteem, fallen fud-
denly into fuch misfortune and difgrace, though fo 
worthy of compaffion. In a few days more he 
took from his ovvn farm an cid mare, wholly worn 
out, and reduced to a mere fkeleton ; and having 
lhaved her with a pair oí fcifíars, transformed her 
into fuch an obje£t as excited the laughter of every 
one who faw her. In this condition he led her 
into the city, and there turned her loofe. The 
boys foon collefted about the animal, and beac 
and terrified her till íhe ran, with all the ftrength 
and fpirit that remained in her, throughout the 
whole city, and occafioned a general hubbub 
wherever íhe went. The Lambertacci, knowing 
nothing of the notorious fací, any more than of 
the fecret motive, were alarmed with fufpicions 
that their enemies were riíing, feized their arms, 
and ran about to" every place where they heard the 
loudeft íhouts and noifes. Finding it was only an 
idle populace infulting Tibaldello's mare, they 
joined with others in the laugh, and returned to 
their houfes. The fame pageantry having been 
repeated more than once afterwards, the Ghibel-
lines became fo fecure, that when they heard a 
íimilar cry, they faid it was only Tibaldello's mare. 
Rifing atlength to the third ftage of counterfeited 
madnefs, Tibaldello ran about the ftreets in the 
night and cried out, " To arms! to arms !" and 
taking in his hands the padlocks and bars of the 
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cky gates, which were ibmetimes carelelsly left, 
heraifed a very great multitude, and a mighty ru-
mour, fo as again to alarm the Lambertacci, and 
drive them to their arms : but finding it another 
freakof Tibaldello, they threatened him feverely if 
he íhould make any more fuch diíturbance, and re-
turned. By thefe whimfical movements, frequently 
repeated, he fo effecT:ually quieted the fufpicions 
of the "Lambertacci and Ghibellines, that upon 
any fuch uproar they laughed with the reft, and 
made themfelves merry with the crazy whimfies of 
Tibaldello. With fo much art and perfeverance 
was the folly fimulated, that all fufpicions were 
quieted, not only in the Ghibellines, but in the 
whole city; and the belief of his irrecoverable 
folly was univerfal. Having purfued his plan 
thus far with fuccefs, he opcned himfelf in perfeét 
confidence with a very faithful friend, made him 
acquainted with his defign, and defired him to pre­
pare with fecrecy two habits of monks, in a fack, 
and meet him the next day in a foreft in the 
neighbourhood of Faenza. This was done, and 
at the hour prefcribed they met, Tibaldello hav­
ing gone out oftown with all the appearance of 
a madman, difguifed like a falconer, with two 
dogs attending him, and an hawk in his hand, to 
the high diverfion of every one who met him. 
Arrived at a lonely place in the foreft, he fet his 
dogs and his hawk at liberty, and with his faith­
ful companion, putting on the habits of friars, 
that they might not be known by any whom they 
might meet on the road, and travelling all night, 
at the opening of the gates in the morning they 
arrived at Bologna, and took lodgings at the 
houfe of Alberto Battagliucci. To Guido Ram-
poni he related all that had pafied, explained his 
intentions, and by his favour obtained an intro-
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duclion to the councii of fecrecy. Here he open-
ed his whole defign, and the defire he had to 
chaftife the Lambertacci; and ihewed them o{ 
how much importance it was to them to embrace 
the prefent opportunity to remove from their fight 
and their apprehenfions thofe enemies of their city 
and people, who were conftantly employed in 
fchemes of mifchief a^ainft both. The counfel 
of Zambrafi was received with pleafure by the 
whole body, and the bufinefs was referred to the 
four fuperintendants of peace, under oath to keep 
this a fecret. To this Tibakkllo methodically 
communicated his plan, and demanded only for 
himfelf, and all the family of Zambrafi, and Ghi-
rardone his faithful friend, and his family, to be 
made citizens of Bologna ; and to fend hoftages 
for fecurity for what was to be done. The offers 
of Tibaldello were very fatisfactory to the pretor, 
and Guidotto Prendiparte pledged himfelf for the 
family of Zambrafi. The four fuperintendants 
made him relate the method and means by which 
every thing was to be condufted; and the ftrata-
gem appearing to be practicable, they took an 
oath again to keep the whole a fecret. The 
whole buíineis concluded on, they took leave of 
Zambrafi, who went to candu¿t the hoftages, and 
fetting out the fame evening, reached Faenza at 
the opening of the gates, and entered the city 
without being known by any one. Arrived at his 
houfe, he found his whole family in great afflic-
tion. To his aged father alone he related in or-
der the progrefs he had made, by means of a 
feigned madnefs, in his plan againft thofe who 
had made a iittle account of the honour of his fa­
mily and blood : the father, with joy beyond ex-
preffion, and a thoufand embraces of his fon, 
caufed to be aíTembled in his houfe all their rela-
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tions, to whom, in an eloquentandprudentharangue, 
Tibaldello related all his actions and defigns. AII 
with one voice and oneheartoffered tode vote them­
felves to take vengeance on the Lambertacci. Ti ­
baldello, to whom an hour arjpeared a thoufand 
years, till he could fee an end to his enterprife, the 
next day fent fecretly his three brothers, viz. Zam-
brafo, Guido, and Fiorino, to Bologna, conduéled 
by Ghirárdone, informing the four fuperintendants 
of what they had to do, and of the hour when 
their foldiers ought to appear at Faenza. The 
hoftages received, the council aíTembled digefted 
every particular, and fecretly gave orders that all 
the paífes íhould be fecured, that no orie might 
be able to fend intelligence of any thing that hap-
pened. On the 23a of Auguft, 1281, the army 1281. 
of Bologna was formed, and in order marched 
out of the city, with all the Guelph party; and, 
by a forced march the whole night, they were 
early in die morning at the gate appointed: find-
ing it open, they freely entered the city, and were 
condu&ed to the place intended for aéíion. The 
Zambrafi had embarraíTed and ftopped up the 
ítreets where they thought proper; and Tibal­
dello, as ufual, feigning to excite a rumour with 
his keys at the gates of the houfes of the Lam­
bertacci, in truth many of them were íhut up 
by the mob, fo that they could not go out. The 
whole apparatus being ready, he fet up a cry of, 
Live the church ! and Aivay with all the traitors ! 
and while he was terrifying the city with this hor-
rid outcry, the Bolognefe, with the utmoft fecu-
rity, made themfelves mafters of the piazza of 
the city- The Ghibellines, followers of the Lam­
bertacci, hearing the- noife of voices, and the 
found of arms, rang the bells, aíTembled a great 
number, and haílened to the piazza, there to for-
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tífy themfelves; but finding the Guelphs alrcady 
in poíTeffiori, began the conflift. The particulars 
of this engagement, the danger of one and in-
trepidity of another individual, are not now ma­
terial. The adion was íharp and bloody; and 
after mighty feats of valour on both fides, and 
many killed and woundcd, the Lambertacci were 
defeated, and fuch as could, obliged to fly into the 
country; all who could not were put to the 
fword. Nine of the principáis fled to a church or 
monaftery for fanéluary, but were there miferably 
put to death. Befides five hundrcd prifoners, a 
multitude of others wretchedly perifhed in the 
íinks and ditches. The Bolognefe having obtained 
the viftory, and by means of it the complete do­
minión of Faenza, pardoned the Faentines, but 
confifcated al] the property of the Lambertacci 
and their adherents, both within and without the 
city. Finally, they appointed a new pretor, and 
a fufficient guard, and triumphandy condudted 
Tibaldello Zambrafi, his father, and wich them 
Zambrafo, Guido, and Fiorino, who were hof-
tages, and their fifter, and other relations, who 
were all made by the fenate not only citizens, but 
nobles of Bologna. The fame honours and im-
munities were conferred on Ghirardone and his 
relations, to all of whom the fenate gave houfes 
and pofíeffions, and they enjoyed all the moft re-
fpectable offices in the fíate. As the vidóry was 
the 24th of Auguíl, the fenate ordained an annual 
feftival of St. Bartholomew's day, in perpetual 
commemoration of Tibaldello j in which his pig, 
his mare, his hawks, dogs, friar's drefs, and city 
keys, were all tranfmitted, in fculpture and mar-
ble, to the amufement and aftoniíhment of poíle-
rity. 

The 
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The nobles of the party of Lambertacci, who 
were ftill remaining in Forli, fent ambaíTadors to 
the pope to obtain peace, but they could accom-
plifh nothing: the pope not only refufed to re-
ceive them, but ordered them to return. The 
Gieremei fent ambaíTadors, and they were ad-
mitted to an audience, and received with dignity; 
and byjheir perfuafions the pope fent Giovanni 
Appia, a French gentleman, a counfellor of king 
Charles, with eight hundred cavalry, to recover 
Forli. The pope made him count of Romagna, 
and he went with the ambaíTadors to Bologna, 
where he was received with great honour; where 
he remained, however, but a íhort time: for hav-
ing in 128a difpatched what belonged to his of- 1282. 
fice, he took with him two of the tribes of the 
city, and marched into the territory of Ravenna. 
From thence he wrote to the republic of Forli, 
commanding them to fend out of their city the 
count Guidone da Feltrio, and all the foreigners; 
but he was not obeyed, becaufe neither the count, 
ñor the Lambertacci, to whom he wrote at the 
fame time, were willing to go. Their refufal gave 
occafion to another long war, and to all the fire 
and fword, ftratagem and maflacres, as well as 
carnage in battle, that ufually attended all their 
wars. But though thefe evils alfo originated in 
the fame fource, the imperfeft conftitution of Bo­
logna, they may be pafíed over. 

It feems there were ftill fome perfons left in Bo­
logna of the ñame of Lambertacci, one of whom, 
in 1285, came to blows with one of the Scanna- 1285. 
becchi, under the piazza, which occafioned an­
other rifing of the people in arms. They were 
both put to flight, but overtaken "in the country, 
and beheaded; and all the party of the Lamber­
tacci were again dcclared rebels, and all their fa-
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milies baniíhed to a certain diftance in the city, 
and confined to places affigned them. The wife 
men (fapienti) afterwards made a provifion, ihat 
all thofe of the party of the Lambertacci, who 
had taken an oath of fidelity to the church and 
the party of the Gieremei, according to a general 
regulation made in the council of the commons 
and people of Bologna, íhould be cancelled from 
the books of the exiles, excepting thofe who, fínce 
taking the oath, had gane to live in Faenza, Forli, 
and other places, and united themfelves with the 
enemies of the people of Bologna, with this ex-
ception, that none who had been of the party of 
the Lambertacci, at the time of the firíl commo? 
tion, íhould be of the council, or hold any office. 
This regulation gave great fatisfaftion to the city,, 
and a general tranquilüty. But the governmenr. 

1286. had not ftrength to preferve the peace. In 1286 
a privare quarrel, ai ifrng, however, probably from 
the general (tace of parties, happened, in whicb. 
Guarladi, of the company della Branca, was killed. 
The government was neither able to punifh the 
murderer, ñor to prevent the people from taking 
it upon themfelves in theirown way. They took 
arms for revenge, and ruined all the houfes, 
towers, trees, and other property of the perfons 
guilty or fufpected, both in the city and out of 
ir, and of all their relations. But the new ga-

1287. vernment could not long remain quiet. The 
council of eight hnndred, and the people, having 
their eyes fixed upon the general utility of the 
city and its diftritt, that all things might be go-
yerned with confummate prudence, gave brders to 
the fapienti tp examine how a new council might 
be eftabliíhed, of two thoufand perfons, of fuf-
ficient wifdom, charity, and property, to fupport 
the weighc of the cqmrnonwealth. The fapienti, 

electec^ 



Gkirardacct. 

ele&ed by the antiani and confuís, having ma-
turely deliberated and debated, ordained that the 
new council of two thoufand íhould be elected by 
ballot in that council j that is to fay, that an, 
hundred ele&ors for each tribe íhould be appoint-
ed, each of whom íhould have the eleftion of 
five members of the nevv council; that each one 
íhould be not lefs than eighteen, ñor more than 
feventy years of age, and íhould be truly of 
the party of the church and of the Gieremei of 
the city of Boiogna, and ib held and reputed in 
the time of the firft commotion which happened 
in the city; that he íhould not be a fervant,* a 
puppet-íhewman, a porter, ñor a foreigner, &c. 
ñor a conftant inhabitant of the country of Bo­
iogna, and íhall have been a conftant refident in 
the city for twenty years; íhall be rated to the 
publictaxes, and have paid his fhare of the pub-
Jic colle&ions •, íhall be known in the lifts of the 
public faótions, but íhall not be a clergyman, 
or ecclefiaftical perfon, ñor of any other city,, 
caftle, or land, which has favoured the Ghibel-
lines, or the party of the Lambertacci. If there 
were any one at prefent in the council, if any of 
the cafes enumerated in this order, he may not be 
chofen by any eleftor whatfoeyer; and if he íhall 
have a brief oí an eleftor, he may not ele£t h im-
felf in any manner. That no one íhould be 
eledted contrary to the preceding form, under pe­
nalty of baniíhment, and afine of twenty pounds, 
for every one that íhould viólate it, and for every 
offence j and none who íhould be eleéted contrary 
to this order íhould take the oath of a coun-
fellor, ñor proceed to choofe anotlier, under the 

* Non fia fervo, burrattino, brentatore, fachino, ne fu­
silante, o forreñiero. 
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fame penalty. That every election made againft 
it íhould be nuil, and that any one might inform 
fecretly or openly of a breach of this law, and 
obtain the penalty. That the antiani, confuís, and 
doélors of laws and their notaries, Íhould be of 
this couhcil ex officio, in addition to the number 
of two thoufand; butnone was to be a member 
who was not a native of the city. The fenate 
then caufedtohediítindtlyrecordedjinthreebooks, 
the ñames of the baniíhed Lambertacci, and re-
paired the triumphal chariot* and its ftandard, and 
painted it with the portraits of íix faints, and laid 
out upon it no lefs than thirty pounds and ten 
ptnce. Many other regulations and precautions 
were taken by the triumphant facHon of the Gie-
remei, to fortify themfelves in the government, 
and exelude, in the moft decided manner, every 
man who had any tindure or conneclion of the 
oppofite party; but ftill there were not wanting 
many feditious perfons infidiouíly meditating to 
undermine their tranquillity, and to favour thofe 
who were held to be rebels againft them: fo that 
the fenate were frequently alarmed, and full of 
apprehenfions of the total ruin of the city. They 
faw that almoft the whole country was one con-
tinued tavern of the baniíhed. (banditti), and to 
put fome reftraint upon their temerity, purge the 
city and country both of fuch a dangerous plague, 
and quiet the feditions of the nobles, they aüem-
bled the antiani, confuís, and all the lapienti, 
snd made many ordinances againft the baniíhed 
rebels, to the end that no freíh. revolution might 
be attempted; and made it a capital crime to at-
tempt or propofe, or even to fpeak or reaíba 
about, their reítoration or pardon.^ 

In 
i ; 8 8 . *Carrocio. 

•f There is another anecdote.in 1288, which, although \t 
remains in myfterious obfcurity, may yet be alledged as aa 
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In the beginning of the year 1289 all their 
prudence appeared to be ineíFedtual; íor in their 
own fa¿tion, and in ihe nevv government, were 

inftance of thefe extravagant characters, irregular events, 
and atrocious acfions, which always abound in fuch go-
vernments, rcnder the protedion of the laws precarious, and 
life and liberty infecure. AmbaíTadors had been fent by the 
republic to Forli, and to the count of Romagna; and other 
anabafladors were fent to the marquis of Efte, to congratú­
late him upon bis interpofition to promote an accommodatioa 
between the cities of Reggio, who were truly of the party 
of the church; and that by his councils and mediation he 
would prevail upon Bettino Galiticci, elefted captain of 
Reggio, to hearken to reafon, and reñore fome merchandifes 
taken at Rubiera from Bolognefe merchants. Lamberto 
Baccilieri, a Bolognefe, had contraéled friendfliips with 
many perfons in the court of Obizzo, marquis of Efte, and 
frequented familiarly all the courtiers of that prince; ib that 
he was held to be one of that court. Finding Obizzo at ta-
ble one day at dinner, Lamberto, without being obferved by 
any one, approached very near the períbn of the prince, drew 
his dagger, and with a rapid and malicious forcé of his 
arm gave him an unexpefted ftroke acrofs the vifage. Azzo, 
the prince's fon, and all the other courtiers and citizens pre-
fent, laid their hands upon their arms, and ruíhed upon the 
malefactor to put him to death ; but Obizzo, though his face 
was covered with blood, had the prefence of mind to com-
mand them to defift, but ordered him to be put the torture, 
to make him confefs from what motive, and at whofe iníli-
gation, he had made fuch a defperate attempt. After a long 
and cruel examination on the rack, he declared that he had 
not done it by the orders, or at the delire, or by the advice 
of any one, nor excited by any hope, nor in confequence of 
any previous converfation or thoughts, but that he had beea 
urged on by a fudden fury. This confeffion not being cre-
dited, he was examined again repeatedly ; but, with the fame 
conftancy and fortitude, perfevered in the fame confeffion, 
nor could all his torment extort from him any other anfwer. 
Finally, bound to the tails of four afles, he was dragged 
through all the city of Ferrara, and aftenvards hanged. This 
aítion ¡3 an example of that contempt of life, that inveteracy 
of refolution, and that immoveable fortitude, which is íbme-
times infpired by the inflamed paflions of party j but his de­
nial is by no means a proof that the plan was not concerted. 

two 



Bohena. 

two parties ftill, the nobles and plebeians, and 
a tumult arofe between them. The ienate, the 
pretor of thepreceding year, and the people, be-
carne involved in the difpute, till thepretorthought 
his life in danger, and iecretly went away from 
the city with many ofhis friends. The want'and 
the neceíTity of reprefentatives of the people was 
felt at this time ; and whether it was to obtain in-
formation, or to throw off a burthen of care and 
labour, or to gratify fome afpiring individuáis, or 
to pleafe the people, or to extend their influence¿ 
or whether all thefe motives concurred, theantiani, 
affembled in the chamber of the pretor, confidered 
among themfeives what ought chiefly to be done 
relative to the war, at this time to be carried on in 
conjunción with their confederares j and theyor-
dained,that two wife men,ofexernplarylives,fbould 
be elecled from each tribe, who íhould examine; 
and in concert wirh them, the antiani, inquire in 
what ftate were the ílipendiaries of the commons 
of Bologna, and fee whether the foldiers had their 
horfes according to law, and whether provifion 
was made of money to pay falaries, wages, &c. 
But who was to eleéf. thefe wife men ? Not the 
people; not the cribes themfeives: this vvou'.d 
have made two centers, and all authority muíl be 
in one. The antiani themfeives therefore eleét-
«d them; and in the afternoon the antiani and 
the wife men affembled together, and confulted 
generally about the foldiers ; and it was concluded, 
that the number in pay ought not to be dimi-
niíhed, but rather increafed ; and that particulaf 
attention íhould be given to the colleftion of the 
revenue upon feveral articles, as grain, fait milis, 
&c. that money might be had in feafon to pay 
the foldiers their ftipends, &c. 

But 
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But there is not time nor room to puriue this 
relation. I t muft be fufficienc to add, that thc 
affairs vvent on in this curious manner to the final 
cataítrophe of all fuch governments, an eítabliíh-
ment of abfolute power in a fingle man. There 
were in Italy, in the middle age, an hundred or 
two of cides, a!l independent republics, and all 
conftituted ncarly in the fame manner. The hif-
tory of one is, under difierent ñames and various 
circumftances, the hiftory of aü: and all had the 
fame deftiny, excepdng two or three that are ftill 
decided ariítocracies, an exit in monarchy. There 
are extant a multitude of particular hiftories of 
thefe cides, full of excellent warning for the peo-
pie of America.* Let me recommend ¡t to you, 
my young friend, who have time enough befoi e 
you, to make yourfelf mafter of the Italian lan-
guage, and avail your country of ail the inftruc-
tion contained in them, as well as of all the art, 
fcience, and literature, which we owe to Greece, 
Italy, and Paleftine, countries which have been, 
and are our mafters in all things. 

* By all of them is verined the obfervation of a liberal 
writer, quoted before; " Thefe republics were all expofed to 
" almoft daily revolutions, and feldom did the fyftem of 
" adminiñration continué a whole year the lame." Dañina, 
Revolutions of Literature, c. v. fe¿t. 10. 
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L E T T E R V. 

N E U C H A T E L . 

DEAR SIR, 

n P H E fovereign, or rather tlie firft magiirrate 
•*• of this monarchical republic, is the king of 

Pruffia. The principality is compofed of two 
counties, Neuchatcl and Valengin, which were 
united in one fingle fovereignty by the dukes of 
LonguevUle, vvhoie family became extinft in 1707; 
the country fubmitted to the king of Pruffia, who, 
by right of reverfion, re-demanded Neuchatel as a 
vacant fief of the houfe of Chalons, inhcrited by 
rhs princes of Orafige, who laid claim to all its 
rights. 

The authority of the king is Iimited by the 
great privileges oí the country. The fovereignty 
u exercifed conjointly, 1. By theking's governor, 
who prefides in the affembly-of the ftates. 2. By 
the body of the three eftatec, compofed of twelve 
judges, who adminifter juílice in the laft refort, 
and are four counfellors of ftate for the nobílity. 
Four officers of judicature for the fecond rank, 
taken from the four chatellanies and the fifteen 
mayories. Four counfellors of thecity, whieh isgo-
verned by fixty-four perfons, who adminifter ordi-
nary juílice, and who are the four miniftraux. 
Twenty-four perfons for the little council, and 
forty for the grand council.—The relation of this 
republican principality with the Helvetic body 
confiíls in an ancient fellow-citizeníhip with the 
four cantons of Berne, Lúceme, Friboúrg, and 
Soleure; but the cantón of Berne is particular 

.4 proteétor, 
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prote&or, and the declared arbiter between it and 
its prince, fince 1406. The city of Neuchatel has 
alio a ítriéb allíance of fellow-cirizeníhip with 
Berne. The whole country fubject. to it contains 
twelve leagties in length, and fix in breadth, and 
isextremeJy well peopled : for it contains three 
cíties, one bourg, ninety large villages, and three 
thouíand houfes, fcattered at a diftance from each 
other. It is confolidated out of two counties, 
Neuchatel and Valengin; two baronies, Gorgier 
and Vaumarcus, which belong to a nobleman of 
Berne; fbur lordíhips, Travers, Noiraque, Roíi-
eres, and Colembier ; óne priory, Vautravers; fivc 
abbeys. At this day this princely republic is di-
vided into four chatellanies, and fifteen mayories. 
The firft count of Neuchatel that is known is 
Ulric, who lived towards the end of the twelfth 
century. He had a fon named Bertold, who, in 
1214, made a convention with the inhabitants, 1214* 
concerning the rights, liberties, and franchifes of 
the citizens and people of the country. 

In 1406 the inhabitants of Neuchatel obtained 1406* 
a confirmation of their liberties of John of Cha­
lón?, lord of the county. In 1519 they obtained 
another confirmation of their rights and liberties, 
and an acknowledgement, that their princes have 
no-power over them but with their own confent. 
They have even changed their religión j and, in 
1530, aboliíhed the mafs, and all the rites and 1530. 
ceremonies of the Román Catholic church, with-
out the conlent of their prince. Yet they fuffered 
the houfe of Orleans Longueville to continué to 
enjoy their rights and revenues. The laft male 
ofthis Jine died in 1694. The prince ofConti 1694. 
wanted to fucceed by a teftament; but the three 
eftates were againft him, and rejected his demands 
in 1694 and 1695. At this time William, prince 1609. 
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bf Orange, and kingof Great Britain, máintained 
that he had pretenfions on the county, derived 
from the houfe of Chalón. At the deach of his 

1702. prince, in 1702, the king of Pruffia declared hirr-
felf his heir, as the fon of the eldeft fiíler of king 
William's father; ánd contended, that the prin-
cipality of Orange, and the county ofNeuchateh 

1707. belonged to him. In 1707, after the death of 
Mary of Orleans, who had been invefted in this 
principality by the three eftátes in 1&94, the 
kingof Prnffiá demanded the inveftiture of Neu­
chatel of the three eftates, who granted it him 
becaufe he was of their religión, and reje£ted the 
relations of the deceáfed; and áll other pretenden; 
His fon, by the ninth article df the peace of 
Utrecht,obtainedan acknowledgement fromLou-
is XIV. óf him as fovereign lord of Neuchatel and 
Valengin. Alchoogh the inhabitants are jealous 
of their libertieSj they are ñeverthelefs attached £d 
their prince. It is to the body of the ftates aloné 
that it belongs to máke ftatutes¿ laws, and ordi-
hances, and they reprefent the ibvereignty, and 
exercife the fupreme authority. Theking'sgo-
vernor prefides in itj but enters not into coníuka-
tion with the counfellors» It was this tribunal 
which gave the inveftiture to the kingsj and before 
whom every pretender muft make out his claum 
Withotít defcending to a particular accountof this 
p. incely repubüc, let me refer you to the Dic-* 
tionnaire de !a Martiniere¿ and toTaber, printed 
at the end of the fixth vokime of it, and to Cox's 
Sketches,and conclude with hintingat a fevv fearures 
tsnly oí thisexcellent conftitution.-^None but na-
tives are capable of holding any office, civil or mi-
Ikary, excepting that of governor. The farhe in-
capacity is extended to natives, who are in the 
fervice of any foreign prince. All the citizens 

1 have 
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have a right to enter into the fervice of any fo-
reign ftate, even though at war wich Prufiia. The 
fhree eftates of Neuchatel and Valengin íhall be 
aflembled every year. The magiftrates and officers 
of juftice hold their employments during goad 
behaviour; ñor is the king the judge of all be-
haviour. The king at his acceflion takes aa 
oath to maintain all the rights, liberties, fran-
chifes, and cuftoms, written or unwritten. The 
king is confidered as refident only at Neuchatel, 
and therefore, when abfent, can only addrefs the 
citizensthrough his governor and the council of 
ftate. No citizen can be tried out of the country, 
or othcrwife than by the judges. The prince con-
fers nobility, and nominar.es to the principal of­
fices of ftate, civil and military; the chatelains 
and mayors, who preíide in the feveral courts of 
juftice, are alfa of his nomination. The prince 
in his abíence is reprefented by a governor of 
his own appointing. He convokes the three 
eftates; prendes in that affembly, has the caíl-
ing vote, and the power of pardon: in his ab-
fence, his place is fupplied by the fenior coun-
fellor of ftate. The three eftates form the fu-
perior tribunal} and to them lies an appeal from 
the inferior courts of juftice. They are compofed 
of twelve judges, divided into three eftates: the 
firft confifts of the four ftnior counfellorsof ftate, 
who are noble j the fecqnd, of the fbur chatelains 
ofLanderon,Boudry, ValdeTravers, and Thielle; 
the third, offour counfellors of the town of Neu­
chatel. The judges in the firft and fecond divi-
íion hold their places for life; thofe in the third 
are appointed annually. 

The council of ftate is entrufted with the exe-
cution of the laws, the adminiftration, and pólice. 
They are nominated by the king, and not limited 
in number. 
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The legiflative authority refides conjunctively 
in the prince, the council of (late, and the town 
or people, each of which has a negative. Their 
criminal íaws are mild, and the penalty marked 
ont with precifion : and peribnal liberty is ten-
derly and fecurely protected, as it is in England 
or America, where the fame laws in fubftance and 
fpirit pre vail. The liberties of the people, though 
the moft ablblute monarch in Germany is firíl 
magiftrate, are better fecured than even in the 
moft democratical cantons of Switzerland, where 
there is no property to contend for beyond the 
valué of a pail of milk, a kid, or a lamb. Libe­
ral encouragement is given to ftrangers to fettle 
in the country. They enjoy every privilege of 
trade and commerce. This enlarged policy has 
greatly augmented their population, while a nar-
rower principie in fome of the Swifs cantons oc-
cafions a decreafe of their people. The ancient 
conftitution of Rhodes was probably much like 
this of Neuchatel, in three branches, and was ac-
cordingly celebrated as one of the beft models of 
government in antiquity, and liad effects cqually 
happy upon the order, liberty, commerce, and 
population of that country. This happy mixture 
in three branches has been the never-failing means 
of reconciling law and liberty, in ancient and 
in modtrn times. Ita demum liberam civitatem 
tbre, ita asquacas leges, fi fuá quiique jura ordo, 
áuam majeítatem teneat.* This is the only con­
ftitution in which the citizens can be truly íaid to 
be in that happy condition of freedom and difci-
pline, fovereignty and fubordination, which the 
Greeks expreííed fo concifely by their KV/JLV YJOH 

* Liv. üb. üi. c. 63. 
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fPho knows in unión's clofer bands to draztt 
The oppqfing claims of liberty and Uw, 
Shall gainfrom virtue's breath a purer fame 
Tban allthepoet or thefagecan claim.* 

When will the tuflar gods of Rome awake, 
To fix the order ofour zvaywardJlate ? 
That we may once more know each other;—knozB 
Th' extent of lazas, prerogatives, and dues; 
The bounds ofrule and magijlracy; who 
Ought firft to govern, and who muft obey P 
It zeas not thus when godlike Scipio held 
The fcak ofpower; hewho, with températe poife, 
Knezv how to guide the peopk's liberty 
In itsfull bounds, ñor did the nobles wrong.^ 

* Pye's Poems, voJ. j . p . 154, 1J5. 
f Otway's Fall of Marius, Aét i. fe. 1. 
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PIRECTIONS T O T H E B1NDER, 

C U T the title off frqrri the grft &eet in Vol. I . 
and place it a-fter the baítard-title.-—The t w o baftard-
titlesat the end of Vols. I I . & I I I . to be cut offand 
placed befare the general titles.—The portrait of Mr. 
ÁDAMS to face the general title in Vol. I.—The half 
íheet containing the account of the author, to precede 
fhe wqrk; 
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