Muchiavel's Plan of a perfe€t Commonmealth.

dominion of a tyrant of fome other neighbouring
city : fo that a fignior of Paduva, of Milan, or
of Verona, obtained the government of many other
cities of IL.ombardy, equally free and indepen=
dent.” ==
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. Machiavel’s Plan of a perfeit Commonawealth.

DEAR SIR.

MACHIAVEL, from his long experience of
the miferiesof Florence in his own times, and
his knowledge of their hiftory, perceived many of
the defeéls in every plan of a conftitution they
had ever attempted. His fagacity too perceived
the neceffity of three powers; but he did not fee
an equal necefity for the feparation of the execu-
tive power from the legiflative. The following
proje&t contains excellent obfervations, but would
not have remedied the evils. The appointment
of officers in the council of a thoufand would have
ruined all the good effets of the other divifions
of power. There is fome doubt about the time
when it was written: Nerli and Nardi think it
was addreffed to Clement the Seventh, but the
Englifh editor fuppofes it was L.eo the Tenth, and
his opinion is here followed.—About the year
1519, Leo the Tenth,* being informed of the

* Difcourfe upon the proper Waysand Means of reforming
the Government of Florence. Eng. edit. vol. iv. p.263. -
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Machiavel's Plan of a perfelt Commonzvealth.

difcords that were ready to break out in Florencey
gave a commiffion to Machiavel to draw.up a
plan for the reformation of that ftate. He exe-
cuted this ceammiffion with great abilities, and the
moft exquifite fubtilty of his genius; and pro-
duced a model, in the opinion of fome, of a per-
fet commonwealth. The fovereign power is
lodged, both of-right-and in-faék, in the citizens
themfelves. : : 1
«¢ There are three orders of men in every ftate,
and for that reafon there fthould be alfo three ranks
or degrees in a public, and no more; nor can
that be faid to be a true and durable common-
wealth, where certain humours and inclinations
are not gratified, which otherwife muft naturally
end 1nats ruin. Thofe who model a common-
wealth, muit take fuch. provifions as'may gratify
three_forts of men, of which all ftates are com-
‘pofed ; that is, the high, the middie fort, and the
low.””—Machiavel by thefe obfervations demon-
ftrates, that he was fully convinced of this great
truch, this eternal principle, without the know-
ledge of which every fpeculation upon govern-
ment muft be imperfe&t, and every fcheme of a
commonwealth effentially defe&tive : taking this
fundamental prineciple along with us, let us give
an abridgement of this valuable difcourfe. < The
realon why Florence has fo often changed its
form of government is, becaufe there never was
yet either a commonwealth or monarchy efta-
blithed there upon true principles: a monarchy
cannot be ftable, where the bufinefs, which
fthould be direéted by one, is fubmicted to the
determination of many; nor can a commons
wealth be durable where. humours are not gra-
tified, which muft otherwife be the ruin of it.—
Mafo moulded the republic into a fort of arifto-
= ! cracy,
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Mackhiavel's Plan of a perfeét Comimonzvéalth,
cracy, vid. Hift. of Florence; b. iii. in which there
were fo many defeéts, that it did not continve
-above forty years, nor would it have lafted fo
long but for wars, which kept it united. - The
defets were, that power was continued too long
in the fame perfons; that the ele&ions were {ub-
ject to fraud and wunderhand practices: there
was no check upon the grandees, to deter them
from forming parties and %a&inns, which generally
are the deftru¢tion of a ftate: the fignori had
but little reputation, while they had too much
authority ; they had a power of taking away the
life and property of any citizen without appeal,
and of calling the people together to a conference
‘whenever they pleafed ; fo that inftead of being a
defence and protection to the ftate, they were
rather an inftrument of its ruin, when they were
under the influence of any popular or ambitious
man : raw young men, of little experience and
abject condition, were introduced into the fignori ;
~ but what was of the laft confequence was, that
‘the people bad no fhare at all in the government.
All thefe defeéts together occafioned infinite dif-
order and confufion, and if wars had not kept the
ftate. united, it muft have been diffolved long
before it was.—T his form was fucceeded by that
of Cofimo.  Afterwards the city endeavoured to
refume the form of a republic, but the meafures
taken were neither calculated to gratify the hu-
‘mours of all the citizens, nor had fufficient force
to correct them: fo far from being a true and
perfe&t commonwealth, a ftandard-bearer for life,
if an able and bad man, might eafily have made
‘himfelf abfolute lord; if a weak and good man,
-he might have been pulled from his fear, and that
eftablithment overturned. There was not firength
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244 Machiavel's Plan of a perﬁ& Commonzvealth,

in that government to fupport the ftandard-bear-
er, if a good man, nor to check and controul him,
if a bad one. The reforms which were made were
not with any view to the public good, but to
ftrengthen and fupport different fations in their .
turns. The ends of fa&tion even were not anfwer-
ed, becaufe there was always a difcontented party,
which proved a very powerful inftrument in the
hands of thofe that were defirous to effect any
change or innovation in the ftate. WNo form of
government can be devifed that will be firm and
dafting, which is not either a true principality or a
true commonwealth. All intermediate forms be-~
tween thefe two extremes will be defeftive; for a
principality can only be ruined one way, and that
is by defcending into a commonwealth : the
fame may be faid of a commonwealth alfo ; for the
only way by which it can be ruined is by afcending
to a principality : whereas all intermediate forms
may be ruined two ways, 1. e. either by afcending
‘to a principality, or defcending intd a common-
-wealth ; and this i1s the caufe of their inftabi-
dity. ‘Thofe who model a commonwealth muit
take fuch provifions as may gratify three forts

- of men, of which all ftates are compofed, that
s, the high, the middle fort, and the low;
‘and though there is a great equality among the
eitizens of Florence, yet there are fome there,
who think fo highly of themfelves, that they
would expeét to have the precedence of others;
and thefe people muft be gratified in regu-
Jating the commonwealth. Theie people then
‘will never be fatisfied, if they have not the firit
rank and honours in the commonwealth, which
dignity they ought to fupport by their own perfo-
nal weight and mmportance. It is abfolutely ne

eeffary to gratify the ambition of all the three ﬂ:l-
ver
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veral ranks of people; which may be dane by
ele&ting fixty-five citizens, of not lefs than forty-
five years of age, in erder to give dignity to the
government, fifty-three out of the higheft clafs,
and twelve out of the next, who {hould continue
in the adminifiration for life, fubje& to the fol-
lowing ‘reflriétions :=~=In the firft place, one of
them fthould be appointed ftandard-bearer of juf-
tice, for a term of two or three years, if it is not
thought proper to appoint one for life: and in the
next, the other fixty-four citizens, already elefted,
fhould be divided into two diftinct bedies, each
confifting of thirty-two; one of which divifions,
in conjunétion with theftandard-bearer, fhould go~
vern the firft year, and the other the next; fo that
they would be changed alternately every year, and
‘all together fhould be called the fignori. After
this, let the thirty-two be divided incto four parts,
eight in each ; .every one of which fhould refide
three months in its turn with the ftandard-bearer,
in the palace, and not anly affume the magiftracy
with the wufual forms and ceremonies, but trani-
att all the bufinefs which before paffed through
the hands of the fignori, the council of eight, and
the other eouncils, all which muft be difiolved.
This thould be the firft member, or rather the
head of the ftate, and by this provifion the dignity
of the fignori will be reftored; for as none but
men of gravity and authority will ever fit there,
it will be no longer neceflary to employ private
men in the affairs of ftate (which is always of pre-
judice to any republic) fince the thirty-two who
are not in office that year may be adviled with
upon occafion, fent upon embaflies, and made ufe-
ful in other fun&ions.—I.et us now come to the
fecond order in the ftate. Since there are three or-

ders of men in every ftate, there thould alfo be three.

4 ranks
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Machiavel's Plan of a perfeft Commonevealth

ranks' or degrees in a republic, and no more;
upon which account it is neceflary to prevent the
confufion occafioned of late by the multipli-
city of councils in our city, which have been efta-
blithed, not becaufe they were conducive to good
order, but merely to create friends and depen-
dants, and to gratify the humour and ambition of

numbers, in a point which yet was of no fervice to

liberty or the public; becaufe they might all be
corrupted and biaffed by party. The council of
feventy, that of an hundred, and that of the
people and commonalty, fhould all be abolith-
ed; and, in the room of them, I would ap-
int a council of two hundred, every member
of which fthould be not lefs than forty years of
age ; an hundred and fixty of them to be taken
outof the middle clafs, and the other forty out of
the loweft,/ but not one out of the fixty-five.
‘They fhould alfo continue for life, and be called
the council ele&; which council, in conjun&ion
with the fixty-five, fhould tranfaét all the affairs
that ufed to be tranfa¢ted by the above-mentioned
councils, now fuppofed to be abolifhed, and veft-
ed with the fame degree of authority, and all the
members of it appointed by your holinefs : for
which purpofe, as well as to maintain and regu-
late thefe provifions, and others that I fhall men-
tion hereafter, it is neceflary that a degree of au-
thority, equal to that of the whole collective body
of the people of Florence, fhould be vefted by a
balia in your holinefs, and the cardinal de Medi-
ci, during the lives of both ; and that the magif-
tracy of the eight di guardia, as well as the balia,
fhould be appointed from time to*time by your
holinefs. 1tis likewife expedient, for the fupport
of your authority, that your holinefs fhould di-
vide the militia into diftinét corps, over which
: }70“
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you may appoint two commiflioners, one for each,
By thefe provifions two out of the three claflfes
may be thoroughly fatisfied.—It remadins now to
fatisfy the third and loweft rank of the citizens,
which coniftitutes the greater part of the people.

For this purpofe it will be neceflary alfo to revive

the council of a thoufand, or ‘at leaft one of fix
hundred citizens, who thould nominate all the
magiftrates.and officers, in the fame manner they
ufed to do formerly, except the above fixty-five,
the council of two hundred, the eight di guardia,
and the balia. Without fatisfying the common
people, no republic ever yet ftood upon a ftable

foundation.— T he ftate being thus modelled, no

other provifions would be wanting, if your holinefs
and the cardinal were to live for ever ; but as you
are fubjeét to mortality, it is neceﬁ'ary, if you
would have the republic continue firm and ftrong-
ly fupported on every fide, in fuch manner that
every one may fee himfelf perfeftly fecure, that
there thould be fixteen ftandard-bearers appointed
over the companies of the citizens, which may be
done either by your own authority, or by leaving
the appointment to the great council, remember-
ing only to increafe the number of the divieri, af-
fiftants to the gonfalonier and commanding de-
tachments of the people under him, that fo they
may be more {pread over the city, and that none
of the gonfaloniers fhould be of the fixty-five.
After their appointment, four prevots fhould be
drawn out of them by lot, and continue in office
one month ; fo that at the end of four months
they wall all have been prevdts. Qut of thefe four,
one fhould be drawn, to refide for a week only
with the eight figniors and the gonfaloniers in the
palace: by which rotation all the four will have
kept their refidence there at the end of the month.

Without

A



‘W ithout tixe prefem:e of' this oﬁcer, ‘the faid ﬁﬁ-
dent fignori fhould not be allowed to pafs any aét;
nor fhould he himfelf have any vote there, but
only be a witnefs and infpe&or of their proceed-
ings, to which he'may be fuffered to put a fiop
&ill he has afked the cpinion of all the thm y-two
together, and had the matrer fully dlfcuﬁ'cd by
them. But even the thirty-two, when all together,
fhould not have power to refolve upon any thing,
except two of the faid previts were prefent, who
fhould have no further authority than to put a ftop
to their refolutions for a time, and report them to
the eouncil eleét: nor thould that council have a
| fower of refolving upon any thing, except fix at
aft of the fixteen gonfaloniers, and two prevots,
were there, who fhould only have the liberty of
taking the matter out of the hands of that council,
‘and referrin‘g it to the great council, provided that
any three of them fhould think it neceflary fo to
do; and as to the great council, it fhould not be
allowed to meet, unlefs three of the prevérs at
leaft were there, who might give their votes in it
like the other citizens. This order fhould be ob-
ferved after the death of your holinefs and the car-
-dinal, for two reafons : In the firft place, that if the
ﬁgnon, or other council, thould either difagree n
their refolutions, or attempt any thing againit the
public good, there might be fornebody vefted with
-a power to take the matter out of their hands, and
refer it to the people ; for it would be a great de-
Jeit in the conflitution, that any one fet of magifirates,
or fingle council, fhould have a powwer to pafs a law
by #ts ozom authority alone, and that iob without any
remedy or appeal : upon which account it is highly
neceflary, that the citizens thould have fome pro-

per officers, not only to infpeét their proceedings,
- but
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of pernicious tendency.
<¢ Befides this, in m'der to give fuch a dcgec ﬁ'
ftabiliey a:dperfe&zm to the commonwealth, that
no partof it may fhrink or fail after the deceafe of
your holinefs and the cardinal, it is neceilary
that a court fhould be ereéted upon eceafion, con-
fiting of the eight di guardia and a balia of thirty
citizens, to be chofen by lot out of the council of
two hundred, and that of fix hundred together;
which court fhould have a power, in criminal cafes,
of fummoning the accufer and accufed to a
face to face before it in a certain time. Such
a court is of great ufe in a commonwealth; for a
few citizens are afraid to call great and powerful
delinquents to account, and therefore it 1s necef-
fary that many fhould concur for that purpofe,
that fo, when their judgements are concealed, as
they may be by ballotting, every man may give his
opinion freely and in fccurzty. The higheft ho-
nour that can be attained to by any man, is that
which is voluntarily conferred on him by his coun-
trymen ; and the greateft good he can do, as well
as the moft acceptable to God, is that which he
does to his country. None are to be compared to
thofe who have reformed kingdoms and common-
wealths by wholefome laws and conftitutions;
but as there have been but few that have had an
opportunity to do this, the number is very fmall
that have done it. This kind of glory has always
been fo much coveted by fuch as made glory
the fole end of their labours, that when they
have not had power either to found or reform a
ftate, they have left models and plans in writing,
to be execured by others, who fhould have, in fu-
ture times, as FPlato, Ariftotle, and many others,
who have fhewn, thas if thcy did not found ﬁﬁrcc
{€s



‘not owing either to ignorance w,ww m“
‘will to mankind, but to‘wantef * g :
then cannot_beftow a nobler gift: ﬂgxmmy nan,
nor point out a fairer road to true glory. =~
< If thmgs continue as they are, whenevt:te my
‘commotion or infurre&tion fhall happen, either
{fome head will be appointed in a fudden and tu-
multuary manner, who will refcue the ftate by vio-
‘lence and force of arms, or one part of the citizens
will open the council of a thouiand again, and fa-
‘crifice the other without mercy. In cafe either of
thefe events fhould happen, your holinefs will be
pleafed to confider how many executions, how
many banifhments and confifcations muft of ne-
cefiity enfue: a refleCtion which muft furely fhock
the moft hard-hearted man alive, much more a
man of that remarkable humanity and tendernefs
which have always diftinguifhed your holinefs.
“The enly way then to prevent thefe evils, is to
eftablifh the feveral claflfes and ordinances of the
commonwealth in fuch a manner that they may
fupport themielves ; and that they will always be
‘able to do, when.each rank has its due fthare in the
‘adminiftration, when every one knows his proper
fphere of ation, and whom he can confide inj;
‘and laftly, when no one has any occafion to wifh
for a change of government, either becaufe his am-
‘bition is not thoroughly gratified, or that he does
‘not think himfelf fnﬂ'icxently fecure under fuch an
admlmﬁratxon. - ¢
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the notice of Pliny, Tacitus, and Pro-
lemy, if not by another circumftance mentioned
by its ﬁrﬁmran viz. the fplendor of certain fami-
hes among its citizens,* nobility being only an
ancient virtue accompanied with the fplendor of
riches. © ‘T'he tradition, that it was firft planted by
Remus, can hardly be fupported by the fingle cir-
cumftance, that the enfigns of the city are a wolf
giving fuck té two infants.

Siena was built by the ancient Tufcans, whofe
province was anciently inhabited by the Umbri-
ans, who were driven out by the Pelafgians from
Arcadia, who were afterwards driven out by the
I dxans from Afia, five hundred and fixty vears
beforc Rome was built. Thefe, from Tzrrhenu__s
their king, were called afterwards Tirrhenians;
and becaufe they ufed in their facrifices great
quantities of frankincenfe, Zhus, they were called
Thufcans, and their country Tufcany, by others
called " Etruria.t =~ Livy reprefents the ' Etru-
rians as abounding in wealth, and filling the
whole length of Iltaly, from the Alps to the
firaits of Sicily, with- their fame; and in an-
other place, reprefents the Tufcan empire as much
more ancient than the Roman.f They inhabited

* Siena dallo fplendore delle famlglie s’era nobilitata,---
eflendo proprio Ia nobiltd una  antica virtd accompagnatadallo
iplendore delle ricchezze. Hiftoria del. Sig. Orlando Mala-
volt1, de fatti, e Guerre de’ Sanefi, cofi efierne, come cwxh,
P4 ¥ Mala\roln, P- 95 10. _

* Tufcorum, ante Romanorum imperium late terra, ma=
nque opes patuere, mari fupero inferoque, quibus Italia, in-
fulz modo cingitur. 11 in verumgque mare vergentes in-
<aluere urbibus duodenis.

twelve
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twelve cities: thc form of their government wé‘

'a confederacy, like -that of the modern Swifs,

Dutch, and Americans. The twelve cities, whv
ples, or divifions of territory rather,. were ¢
Rucumoni, from the magiftrates annually chefen
to govern the whole province of Tufcany. Twelve
annual magiftrates were chofen, one by each euyi
to govern the whole province, called
Lucumones: the names of thefe cities were Lu-~
na, Pifa, Populania, Volterra, Rofclle, Fiefole,
Agillina, Vulfino, Chiuci, Arezzo, Perugia, and
Faleria, the ruins of which are near to Viterbo.
In the fame manner was formed afterwards, by the
Greeks, the republic of the Achaians, the twelve
cities of which are enumerated by Polybius. Not
unlike this republic of the Tufcans was that of
the Latins, who, upon public occafions, affembled
in a certain place under mount Albanus, called
the Foreit of Ferentina ; where, having deliberated
in council upon their aﬁ'a:rs, they gave the charge
of the execution of their refolutions to two prz-
tors.* Itis true that fometimes, at the exchange
of magilftrates, the Tufcans varying the form of
their government, by agreement among them-
felves created a king ; and each one of the twelve
peoples of the twelve principal cities concurred
to give him a minifter, whom the Romans after-
wards denominated a li¢tor : and of fo much gran-
deur, and fo illuftrious an example, were the go-
vernment, the ceremonies, the religion, and the
other qualities of the Tufcans, that Romulus, in
imitation of them, in giving laws to the Romans

* Concilium Latinorum erat ut omnes Latini nominis re-
rum communium canfa ad Lucum Ferentin=, qui erat fub
monte Albano, coirent, ibique, de fumma rep. confultarent,
ac duobus prztoribus rem univerfam Latinorum commiétes
rent. Sigonius, upon the authority of Dionyfius.

ordained,
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- ordained, befides the habit of the robe and the
cloak, the curule chair, and the fame number of
minifters, determining upon the fame number of
litors. This istold us by Livy: ¢ Ethoc genus
ab Etrufcis finittimis unde fella curulis, unde toga,
pretexta fumpta eft, numerum quoque ipfum
ductum placet, et ita habuiffe Etrufcos, quod ex
duodecim populis communiter creatoregefingulos
finguli populr litores dederint.” With this mode
of regimen, and this form of government, with
their union and virtue, the Tufcans augmented
fo greatly their empire, that it extended to the
Alps, which feparate Italy from France, and from
one fea to the other: one of which was named
from them the Tufcan, and the other the Adri-
atic, from the city of Adria, which was their colony,
and under their dominion. Having acquired all
that part of Italy, which was afterwards called Ci-
falpine Gaul, in order to hold it more fecurely,
and give room to their people, by relieving Tui-
cany of fo great a number of inhabitants, they fent
into it twelve colonies. In this manner they pro-
ceeded, augmenting and amplifying their empire
on every [ide, for feven hundred and thirty years,
until; in the reign of Tarquinius Prifcus, the
Gauls took pofieffion of that part of Italy, which
they called Cifalpine Gaul, one part of which was
afterwards called Lombardy, and the other Ro-
magna. Then began to decline the empire of
the Tufcans; becaufe on one fide they were
combated by the Gauls, and on the other by the
Romans ; and having commenced, by the abun-
dance of wealth, to become ambitious and avari-
cious, and difcord among themfelves following the
train of thofe vices, changed the form of their
government, and deftroyed their profperity ; and
this empire, which, by its union and g orci‘lfz(‘i
1 a
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had formed itfelf, and, computing from its begin=
ning to its d1ﬁ'o]ut10n, fubfifted more than a thou-

fand years, loft itfelf eafily by means of contén-
tions, occalioned by habits inconfiftent with that
wirtue by which they had acquired it. Their ftate,
difpoffefied by the Gauls of all its territory be-
yond the Appenines, and continually mcleﬂ:cd in
Tufcany by the Romans, was no longer united in
the defence of each other, by reafon of the var
which they begun to introduce into the fofmwz'
government in the feparate cities, occafioned by
their ambition, avarice, and luxury ; vices incon-
fiftent with each other, but very powerful to ruin
a great empire. When they {faw the moft mani-
feft danger of the ruin of the whole, they exerted
all their force, but were no longer able to defend
themfelves. The other Tufcans, from an indig-
pation againft the Veientes for having feparately
eleted a king, looked on with 1adxﬁ’ercnce while
the Romans fubjeéted that people. Livy fays,
the Veientes, to avoid the tedious contentions of
ambition, which was fometimes the caufe of dif>
fenfions, created a king, and thus gave great of-
fence to the other peoples of Etruria, not more
by their hatred of that form of goyerament, than
from their deteftation of the man.*.

Tufcany was finally fubjected to the dominion
of the Romans, after long wars, many viftories
and defeats, and the deftru&tion of a great num-
ber of their citizens, by Q. Fabijus Maximus Ru-
t:lianus. The Romans, to fecure the provmcc
againft rebellions and tumults, fent into it a colo-
ny; and finding Siena in the center of the twelve

® Veientes contrasedio ambitionis, quz interdum caufa
difcordiarum erat, regem creavere, offendit ea res populorum
Etrurize animos, non majore odio regni, quam 1pﬁus regis.

Livy.
cities,
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cities, and the fitnation ftrong, fent thither their,

colony and garrifon; under the firft confulate of
Curtus Dentatus, two hundred and ninety years.

before Chrift: The Tufcans remained quietly

under the government of the Romans, until the
invafion of Italy by Afdrubal;, when they were
accufed of baving held a fecret correfpondence,
and given affiftance to the Carthaginians. After
that great victory of the Romans, in which Af-
drubal, with fifty-fix thoufand of his men, was
flain, they fent Marcus Livius to Tufcany, to
ingquire which of the peoples of the twelve cities
had affifted the Carthaginians, who reported, that
he found nothing againft any of the inhabitants of
Siena. Tranquillity thus reftored, continued under
the Roman government till the focial war, when
the inhabitants of almoft all Italy waged war with
the Romans for the privileges of Roman citizens.
This war coft the lives of an incredible number of
men, and ended with the ruin of Arezzo and
Chiuci, two of the principal cities of Tufcany,
from whence many families removed to Siena, as
a place of more fecurity, both on account of its
being a Roman colony, and as it had ever difco-
vered more fidelity to the Romans than any other
Tufcan city. We may pafs over the converfion of
Conftantine, in a dream of a ftandard (gonfalone),
with the motto &y rourw viee : his divilion of the
empire, by retiring to Byzantium, into two, the
Gracian and Roman, or Eaftern and Weftern;
the decline of the weftern empire ; the capture of
Rome by Alaric, king of the Goths, in 412 : the
facking of Rome byg®doacer, king of the Erulians
and Thuringians, 1n'47 §, the fir{lt of the barbarous
kings, who drove out Auguftulus, annihilated
the empire, and made himfelf king of Italy, and
fo eftablithed his power, that the weftern empire
Vou. II. R | remained
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remained vacant for three hundred yedrs, till the
time of Charlemain, though Juftin, after the wvic-
tories of Bellifarius and Narfette over the Goths,
fent Longinus into Italy with the title of exarch,
a kind of firft magiftrate, which continued one
hundred and feventy years, through a fuccefiion
6f thirty exarchs. I.onginus having found that
the feveral cities had undertaken to govern them-

felves, each one having created its own magif-
trates, fent a governor, appointed by himfelf; not
to rule generally in the province, but one in each
city of any confiderable confequence. To thefe
governors he gave a new name, that of dukes.
The firft that he fent to Rome was called a pre-
fident, but thofe who fucceeded him were called
dukes like the reft. This title of duke, from the
name of a military offiece, was reduced to the name
of a dignity, which, at this day, is the principal
one in Europe after the royal dignity. And thus,
all the time that Narfette remained in Rome, after
the expulfion of the Oftrogoths, the cities of Tuf-
cany governed themifelves by their own magif-
. trates, acknowledging no fuperior, until the ar-
566. rival of Longinus in 566, who, with his new go-
vernors or dukes, debilitated the forces, and de-
ftroyed the reputation of the empire, and the con-
fidence of the people in their own militia, to fuch
a degree, that the Longobards, under Albinus
their king, found it eafy to ruin Tufcany, which
they conquered, plundered, and opprefied, fome-
times by the general power of their kings, and
fometimes their dukes, fent to commmand in parti~
cular cities. Thefe Lomba#ds, from their proud
hatred of the Romans, endeavoured.every where
to change the laws, cuftoms, manners, and efpe-
cially the language: in their time the Latin lan-
guage in ltaly was corrupted into that fp%ch

whic




Malavolt: 5, &oc.
which is néw called the Italian, which is no other
than the Latin corrupted by a mixture of the bar-
barous {peech of thofe very I.ombards, and fome
other nations, who after them governed in [taly;
as the French and Spanifh are fimilar corruptions
of the L.atin, the firft by a mixture with the lan-
guage of the Franks, and the laft of the Vifi-
goths and other barbarians:. The L.ombards held
the domination of the major part of Italy more
than two hundred years, when they were totally
fubdued. Defiderius, who had been duke of Tuf~
cany, and afterwards made king of Italy, was the

laft I.ombard king, and was totally defeated, and .

{ent prifoner to Lyons in France, by Charlemain,
in 773. ‘This great monarch having taken Pavia,
which was the principal city and royal refidence
of the kings of the Lombards, proceeded to
many other ftrong places, which were held by go-
vernors of caftles and garrifons in the fervice of
the king, or of particular lords of thefe places;
thofe which furrendered, and fwore obedience,
were left under the command of their lords, but
thofe which refifted, and were reduced by force,
were given by Charlemain to fome of his barons
or nobles, in reward of the fervices, virtues, and
merits they had fhewn in the courfe of the war.
More of the cities of Tufcany defended them-
felves than of any other parts of Italy, becaufe
they were better fortified, and therefore more
French noblemen were planted here : thefe marry-
ing with original families in Siena, from thofe
matches have iffued the greateft part of the noble
families which have been, and ftill are, in that city.
They continued afterwards, many hundreds of
years, to be lords of the fame caftles, until, by con-
tinual difcords, many families not only loft their
eftates and commands, but becam e extinét, as will

R 2 be
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be thewn in the fequel. Charles, for the greatnefs
cf his foul, and the multitude of his vitories,
received the furname of Magnus, and was made
Roman emperor. As Longinus had brought into
Italy the titte of dukes, the Lombards thofe of
marquifes and caftaldi or bailiffs, the French now
imported that of counts. Charlemain having
arranged all things to his mind in Italy, fer out
on his journey to return ; and pafling through Si-

‘ena, and being moved with the relation which he

heard from thofe noblemen whom he had left
there, of the fidelity and other good qualities of
that people, and being touched alio by their peti-
tions, he made them free, and determined that
they fhould not be fubjetted to the king, or any
other power. This is the reafon, that in the divi-
fion of Tufcany, afterwards made between Louis
the Pious and Pafchal the pope, in which it was

declared that Arezzo, Chiuli, Volterra, Florence,
~ Piftoia, Lucca, Pifa, and Luna, thould be referved

to the emperor, and Orvieto, Bagnarea, Viterbo,
Sowana, Populonia, Rofeila, Perugia, Sutri, and
Nepi, fhould belong to the ecclefiaftical ftate,
that Siena i1s not found among the former or the
latrer: being free and independent, it was left in
the enjoyment of it liberty ; and as the nobles-

~ had procured from Charlemain fo great a favour,

the people, in gratitude to them, and ignorant no

‘doubrt of any better form, left the government to

them, and fuffered an optimacy to be eftablifhed.
Siena was a long time governed by thefe noble-

men, and, as long as the fignori confifted of thefe

fucceflors of Charlemain in ltaly and the em-
pire, all remained guiet in this city, as well as in
the rett of ltaly. ‘This tranquillity continued to

“the time of Arnulphus, the laft emperor of the

houie of France, who was approved by the po;}f-
; L




Malavolsi, €.

At this time ambition, difcontent, and ill-humour,
began to arife in lItaly, from the weaknefs of the
fucceflors of Charlemain; and Berengarius duke
of Friuli, and Guido, duke of Spoletta, afpiring

at the empire and the kingdom of Italy, took

arms againft the emperor; and Berengarius fuc-
ceeded, declared himfielf emperor, and, by the
favour of the Roman people, was made king of
Italy ; in which digniries he was fucceeded by Be-
rengarius the Second and the Third. -A conteft,
however, arofe between the princes of Italy,
France, and Germany, for the empire and the
kingdom of Italy, which continued fixty years;
and a Saracen invafion having been defeated by
Albericus, he was declared by the pope duke of
Tufcany, and acknowledged no fuperiority in the
emperor, or France. Contentions foon arofe be-
tween him and the pope; and the Hungarians
taking advantage of them, made inroads into Iraly,
plundered Tufcany, and ruined Volterra. The
Romans, judgeing this calamity to proceed from
the difcords between the pope and Albericus, af-
faflinated both. Such was the malignity of thefe
times, and Chriftian princes had deviated fo far
from a virtuous conduét, and became a prey to
ambition, avarice, and pleafure (powerful mini-
fters at all times of every kind of wickednefs), that
determined, by means even of their vices, and with
the higheft impudence, to occupy thofe dignities
which their anceftors had acquired by religion,
charity, and every Chriftian virtue, they devoted
themfelves to continual difcords and bloody wars
among themfelves ; and the people, after their ex-
amplt- having adoptcd their follies and vices, and
embroiled themfelves in the fame diffenfions, found
themfelves ruined : for, having neither forces nor
virtues to defend their country, the Hungarians
R 3 con'zmxttcd
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committed, in a fhort {pace of time, greater ra-
vages in Tufcany than the other barbarous na-
tions had been able to do in 3oo years. The Sa-
racens too, or Moors, broke 1in and dcﬁ‘roycd the
{fea coaft of Siena, took Jerufalem and Spam, un-
til they were defeated by Charles Martel in Italy,
in 930, and by Ferdinand the Third in Spain, in
1216. The city of Rofella was ruined by the Sa-
racens, and i1ts inhabitants fled to Siena, which
made it neceflary to enlarge the bounds of the
city and take in the ancient caftle Montone,
built at the time of the king Porfenna of Chiufi,
who, defirous of affifting Tarquin the Proud in
his reftoration to Rome, fent to his aid two
hundred infantry, and fifty cavalry; the former,
taken from the caftle Montone, were command-
ed by Bacco Piccolomo ; and the latter, taken
from the Old Ca{’tlc, by Perinto Cacciacente :
from thefe two captains are defcended the two
moit ancient families in Siena, thofe of the Picco-
lomini, and thofe of the Cacciaconti. Otho, the
firft emperor of the German nation, but the fe-
cond of that name, cxpelled the laft of the Sara-
cens, and left an officer in Tufcany, who governed
}t in his name with the title of vicar of the em-
ire.

p The fucceflors of Otho followed the fame prac-
tice ; but Siena, by the indulgence of Otho, main-
tained its independence under the government of
its nobles, and its liberty was afterwards, by Otho
the Third of the German nation, who had been
ferved in his enterpnfe by a company of gentle-
men from Siena, confirmed with ample prwxlcges,
and prefented with a new enfign of the white lion.
Both the firft and the third Otho left many of their
gentlemen in Siena, from whom are defcended fe-
veral of the noble and powerful families in that

city,
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city, where they {fupported themfelves a long time,
behaving virtuoufly and honocurably in the fervice
of their country. All the inhabitants of the city

‘and territory, living then in union and harmony,

were comprehended under the name of the People,
which has fince, from a general denomination, be-
come a particular and peculiar name of a faction
called Popolo, the citizens being divided into par-
ties. Although the body of the city increafed on
every f{ide, both 1n numbers and riches, it was ne-
verthelefs unable to enlarge its boundaries or ex-
tend its jurifdition : for having on one hand the
lands of the church, and on the gther the territo-
ries of the emperor, it could not go beyond its
own limits., At this time were introduced much
induftry, and many artificers, in confequence of an
extenfive commerce. Befides other noblemen,
the count Bandinello de Bandinelli, having agents
and correfpondents in many parts of the Levant,
imported large merchandifes, to his own great pro-
fit as well as the public utlity, employing and
maintaining a multitude of people in every kind of
labour, and was in a great meafure the inftrument
of directing this people to merchandife. The
fame count Bandinello, moreover, being conful,
and defirous of difplaying the confular dignity and
authority, gave orders that two commanders, or
officers, an all occafions of folemnity or ceremony,
fhould go before the confuls, with thofe maces in
their hands, and thofe fringes at their breafls,
after the fimilitude of the li¢tors, who walked with
their bundles of rods and with their axes before
the confuls of Rome. He alfo ordered, that to
thke trumpets fhould be fixed thofe ftreamers of
white and black taffety, which have been ever fince
ufed by all the fupreme magiftrates who have
fucceeded in the place of the confuls, and as the
R 4 ' fifers
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fifers and trumpeters, with the. reft of the family
and fervants of ‘the magiftrate, in modern times,
in the public palace, are cloathed in blue and
green.

X059- About the year 1059 contentions arofe between
the emperor Henry the Third, and the pope, who
decreed him, an enemy to the church, and inter-
dicted him his empire and kingdom ; which quar-
rel was the reafon that the cities of Tufcany be-
gan to be agitated with feditions, fome of them
declaring in favour of the emperor, and others,
rebelhng againft him, reduced themfclves to re-
publican governiments, and attached themfelves to
the pope, hoping by his affiftance to defend them-
felves againft the emperor, who would have o
preffed them. From this divifion originated t
defire in the minds of the people to increafe the'rr
forces, that they might the more cafily refift the
emperor if he fhould invade Tufcany with a de-
fign of reducing them to his obedience. To this
end every city and caftle endeavoured to make
itfelf mafter of thofe in its neighbourhood, or at
leaft to draw them rto its ailiance, which involved
them in frequent wars, and was the original of thofe
difcords and enmities with which many cities of
Tufcany were long agitated, and which proved the
ruin of fome, though it augmented the greatnefs
of others. The Italians having remained long
under the obedience of the German emperors, and
having very rarely been employed in their wars,
either by them or their captains, neglefted, in fo
long and ina&ive a kind of fervirude, the regula-
tions of their miiitia : but now, in danger of op-
preflion from Conrad the Firtt, the cities, in order
to defend themfelves, ordered a kind of chariot to
be built, and called it, The Trivmphal Chariot
covered w.th rofc-coloured cloth, with a large

4 fpcar
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{pear in the center, on which was difplayed a
white ftandard, with two fcarlet firipes, in a crofs,
ar the middle of it ; and on every fide of the car-
riage ftood a man, who held in his hand a cord
faftened to the top of the fpear, that neither the
force of the wind nor the weight of the ftandard
might incline one way or another. The chariot
was drawn by oxen covered with white, although
they varied the colours according to the preva-
Ience of fation in the city. The care and com-
mand of this chariot was given to onc of the moft
experience and ability in war, who Hecame their
captain ; and to him, for the purpofe of increafin

his authority, was given by the public a fhield
and a fword. But in the times which followed
a’tzr the emperor Frederick the Firft, this office
was called podefta; * and he was accompanied
with eight trumpets, and one prieft. In this man-
ner the cities of LLombardy, as well as Tufcany,
fent out their people to war, without entertaining
any foldiers in pay: for thofe who were ordered
out to war in thofe times, in Italy, went at their
own expence, fo great was their affeftion to their
country, as in the beginning the Romans did;
wherever the triumphal chariot was found, there
were the head quarters of the caprain, like the
prators among the ancients. With this manner
of making war, confiding in the power of the fac-
tion they followed, and living by plunder, each
city was ambitious, by force and by fraud, to in-
creafe its dominion, and declined no opportunit

which occured of oppofing themfelves obfti-
nately to the moft powerful princes and veteram
armies, for the defence of their own dignity, and

* The Ftalian writers in Latin call this office and officer,
both, by the name of poteftas. :

4 that
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that of the party to which they were devoted,
Deriving from thefe motives, and from fuccefsful
enterprifcs, great courage and ardour, when Hen-
ry the Third, with his antipope, befieged Gregory
the Seventh in his caftle, and, for fear of Robert
Guifcard on his march to fuccour the pope, re-
tired to Siena, Florence took the part of the
pope, and Siena that of the emperor, and from
this principle arofe that itrreconcileable hatred and
enmity between thefe cities, which lafted fo long,
and produced fo much war and bloodfthed, Upon
this occafion a memorable battle was foughrt, and
a fignal victory obtained, by the army of Siena over
that of Florence. Certain perfons in this engage-
ment had been the firft to begin the a&tion, and
behaved themielves fo bravely in it, that it was
adjudged that their conduct had been the prin-
cipal caufe of putting to flight the Florentines.
"The republic, in reward of their merit, and to in-
cite and inflame by this example the minds of
others to act nobly in the fervice of their country,
erected, by a public decree, a very high tower by
the fides of their houfes. The Greeks and Ro-
mans ufed to honour, by decreeing ftatues to thofe
who performed fimilar achievements in the fer-
vice of the republic, rendering by this means their
memories immortal 3 and they were more or lefs
honoured according to the pofition in which the
ftatue was placed, and the height and grandeur of
the ftatue itfelf : wherefore they made fome larger,
and others fmaller; fome on horfeback, others on
the ground; and to make the glory of others ftill
more illuftrious, they fought the moft eminent ar-
tift, and placed the ftatues on columns, * know-

* Columnarum ratio erat attolli fupra czteros mortales.

Pliny.
ing
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ing that columns, anciently dedicated to men, were
marks of honour and confpicuous tokens of im-
mortal glory ;—and moved by thofe ancient ex-
amples, thole who governed the city of Siena
having, by the long domination of the barbarians
in Iraly, loft the arts of fculpture and painting,
which were held in fo high eitimation by the an-
cients, as well as by the modern civilized nations,
and not being able, for want of artifts, to make fta-
tues or columns to honour thefe brave and virtu-
ous citizens, ordered thofe towers to be builr.
After which precedent, for fimilar merits and fer-
vices, afterwards many others were ereéted ; amon
which was built by the public that of the Mala-
volti, in memory of the virtue of Philip Malavoi-
t1, captain of Siena in the Chriftian army of Cle-
ment the Third. This, like many others which
had been raifed before, was habitable ; and al-
though they were ereéted only as memorials of the
honour due to greatnefs of foul, they were em-
ployed very often afterwards as fortifications for
offence and defence, by the feveral parties, in their
civil wars ; and permiffion was afterwards grant-
ed by the public, to many gentlemen, to build
towers at their own expence, as teftimonials of the
nobility and fplendor of their families: and, un-
til long afterwards they were taken down by order
of Charles the Fifth, and the materials employed
iIn a caftle which rhat tyrant built for himfelf, they
were fo large and fohigh, as to be feen from a great
diftance, and made a moft beautiful appearance.—
In the union of the Chriftian princes, in 1099, 1099g.
againft the Saracens, and in the army engaged in
the enterprife againft Jerufalem, the city of Siena
had a thoufand men, under the command of Do-
-ninick and Boniface Gricci, noblemen of Siena.
Henry the Fourth, after the death of Henry the
‘ Third,
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11co. Third, coming to Rome for the crown in 1100,
and renewing the difcords with the pope Pafcal
the Second, and Gelaflius his fuccefior, and march-
ing to Rome with his armies, excited afrefth
the 3l humours in Tufcany : but thefe not hav-
ing much energy, did not at that time produce
effects of much moment; yet, fturred up from
time to time by the difcords among the great
princes, and other accidents, though they feem-
ed at times to be quieted, they broke out again,
and were never wholly extinguifhed ; they rather
proceeded to increafe, and at laftdifcovering them-
felves with greater malignity, they grew, from par-
ticular difputes between one city and another, to
the moft general and fanguinary fa&ions of all, or
the greateft part of the territory of Tufcany, and
-all the reft of Iraly, making alliance among one
another of thofe who were of the fame fa&ion,
againft other leagues among the fa&tions who
were their enemies. QOne party having taken
the name of Guelphs, and the other of Ghibel-
lines, thefe parties and divifions were not only

. between one people and another, but, to complete
the ruin and deftruétion, they entered into the
fame city, and fometimes inte the fame family,
till there was not a fpot of earth to be found
whole inhabitants were not divided, and on which
the crtizens did not frequently meet in arms
¥137. againft each other; as it happened in 1137, and
114%. in 1147, between the noble houfes in Siena, in
~ which private interefts and party affe&ions had
infinitely more energy than thofe of the public.
Although the nobles had fo long governed and
preferved this republic in peace, now blinded by
ambition, they moft imprudently fuffered them-
felves tobe led by ic. Thefe civil difcords having

entered, and being increafed and artificially fo-
mented
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mented by the heéads of thofe plebeians who had
artached themfelves, fome to one nobleman and
fome to another; in the city, they began by vio-
lence to endeavour to expel one another alter-
nately from the city.* By this means, coming
frequently to blows, and meeting often in arms,
they gave occafion to the plebeians, who wifhed
for- nothing fo much, to ftudy the means, by little
and little, of taking the government out of their
hands, in the firtn hope of being able to obtain it
to themfelves, if not entirely, at leaft in part; for
the gentlemen being in arms, and each party afraid
of being overcome by the other, ftrove to acquire
friends and adherents among the piebeians, whom
by a more decent appellation they now called the
People. That they might be able, with ftronger
forces, to conquer their enemies, or at leaft ie-
cure themfelves from being conquered by them,
neither party was willing, by refufing the people
a fthare in the government, to make them their
enemies. They agreed therefore to give them-a
third part: wherefore, when they firft appointed
two confuls of noble houfes, who thould anaually
govern the repubilic, it was ordained, that for the
tuture they thould appoint three, two of them to
be noblemen taken from each faion, and the
third from the people; and fometimes they made
the number fix, obferving the fame diftribution :

and this is the reafon why many perfons have be-

lieved that certain families, which at this day are
of the order of the nine,+ finding that their an-
ceftors were made confuls in thofe times, were ori-
ginally noble, and that their anceftors were of the
crder of gentlemen, not knowing that the people,

* Plebs eft caeteri cives fine fenatore, PDe Verb. Sigaif.
+ Dell ordine de nove.
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from whom the order of nine had their orxgmaf;
participated at that ume, by a third part, in the
government, and that from fome of thofe popular
families, who held at that time the confulate, are
defcended thofe of the nine. The nobles, who at
this day are denominated i Siena gentlemen;
and who anciently, being very powerful, were
fometimes called grandees, are {fprung from a part
of thofe ancient families, who in the firft in-
ftitution and ordination of the republic took
upon them the govérnment, which, with large
additions to the city and its dominions, they held
till the year 1137, when the plebeians, or maore
properly the people, firft began to enter into 2
ihare of the government of the ftate and police
of the city : by this means, although thofe who
had been in the public offices and dignities had
acquired nobility to their defcendants they had
not however affumied the name of nobles or of
gentlemen. Although in Siena, as well as in all
the other cities of Tufcany,-. the factions of the
nobles and the people long prevailed, they follow-
ed, as the moit favourable and leaft invidious, the
name of popular: and thus, leaving uncorrupted
the ancient nobility, perhaps to avoid the diftine-
tion of greater and leffer nobility, like that of
nobles and patricians among the Romans, applying
themfelves to their fattions, by the orders of
which, at different times, they began to create
nobles, the people in procefs of time divided
themfelves into three parties, one of which was
called the people of the fmaller number, who
were thote of the order of the nine; the fecond,

the people of the middle number, who were called
the order of the twelve; and the third, the peo-

ple of the greater number, wha were called the
I order
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order of reformers, who, as all the leffer people #*
concurred, with fome of the ancient houfes, under
this denomination, were the moft numerous, as
will be largely fhewn in its proper place. After
thefe three popular factions were created, out of
thofe who were afterwards accepted into the go-
vernment, and acquired the civil rights, together
with thofe few houfes who would not follow the
above-named factions, another order, which was
called the order of the people; and thefe, how-
ever they have been ennobled, tock the name of no
other faétion but the popular: as anciently in
Rome it happened, that the patricians and ancient
nobles had always the name of nobles, and the
plebeians, fo called by the Romans, although they
had been confuls and diétators, and had enjoyed
triumphs, were for ever called plebeians, until by
Julius Czfar, Auguftus, and Claudius, the empe-
rors, fome families were added to the number of
patricians. The greater part of the families of
nobles, who by Romulus were denominated the
greater race, and of thofe who were added by
Tarquinius Prifcus, and were afterwards by Li-
cius Brurtus called the leffer race, being already
extinguifhed, this diftinétion was preferved in the
Roman {enate, where the fathers were under-
flood to be thofe who were of patrician houfes,
and fathers confcript thofe who had been added
and recorded in the number of fenators ; and thus
fometimes plebeians, by conceflions of princes,
acquired the name of nobles. Thefe orders were
In all refpeéts contrary to thofe which were ufed

at this time in the cities of Tufcany, which, being -

governed by the multitude, did not admit the

* 11 popolo minute. ‘e
nobles
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" nobles to honours, nor to the adminiftration of -

the republic, if, firft renouncing their nobility,
they did not acquire the pnvﬂege of being of the
people; fuch was in that age the odium ac*amﬂ:

‘the names of nobles among, thcic who o'overncd

the republics of Tufcany, Ffrom the jealouf'y and
terror that were entertained of their greatnefs:

and this we may well fuppofe was the great reafon
why thofe firft popular charaéters, and the others
who followed after them, did not care to acquire
the name of noblemen or gentiemen; on the con-
trary, they exerted themfc Tves with all diligence,
by the laws and by all their a&lions, by extermi-
nation and deftruétion of one family after another,
to deftroy totally the memory of all the noble
houfes of the gentlemen, in fuch manner that the
greateft part of them are extinguithed. Among
the few that remained were the Bifdomini, the
"Fegolei, the Floridi, who were original inhab:i-
tants of the city, and lived in that third part of it
which was called the Old Caflle, with many other
noble families which are enumerated. In anoéther
third part of the city, named the Third of Saint
Martin, inhabited the noble families of Jazzani,
Trombertti, Guaftelloni, Sanfedonii, and others:
in the remaining third, called the third of Camul-
ha, hved the Galierani, Scricciuoli, Arzochiii,
Mignanell, &c. There was another diftinétion of
five families, who were counts, and lived indif-
ferently in any part of the town, who were called
the greater houfes, as the counts Ardenghefci,
Gugliefchi, Scialenga, Cacciaconti, and Valcor-
tefe. There were other families, who, becaufe
very numerous, had the privilege of having two
members from each family in the magiftracy,
while the other could have but one, as the Picco-

lomini, Tolommei, Malavclti, Salembeni, and
Saraceni;
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Saraceni; and in the fame prcportion they might
have feats in the council of a hundred gentlemen;
to whom were added, in this reform of the ftate;
fifty popular members. - This council was renewed
once in two years; and fometimes every year; and
was elefted by the general council, one member
from each family, with ample authority. In this
council, which was to affemble at leaft once a
month, they confulted of all affairs of the moft
{erious nature and the greateft importance. Under
this form of government Siena continued for fome
time, and following the imperial party, they me=
ditated to poffefs themiclves of the caftle of
Radicofani, then poffeffed by the chiirch, pretend-
ing that it had been given to the bifhop and
people of Siena by the count Manente di Viconti
di Campiglia, before 1138 ; but this expedition
failed. In this year the inhabitants of Siena and
Aretini united with Conti Guidi, whofe caftle of
Monte alla Croce they relieved from a fiege of
the Florentines. The Conti Guidi were lords of
many caftles in Cafentino, and one part of Val-
derno, and had been decorated with the title of
counts by Otho the emperor, after he had libe-
rated Italy from the lordfhip of Berengarius the
 Third, when one of the family who came with
him from Germany married a lady of Florence,
from which marriage defcended the houfe of Conti
Guidi. We may pafs over the bloody wars and
variety of vi€tories and defeats between thefe two
cities of Siena and Florence ; but when Frederick
Barbaroffa came into Italy they madea truce, and
new laws and confederations were made between
the people of Tufcany. The Florenrines, Luc-
chefe, Pratinfians, and lords of Carfagna, entered
into one league; and the inhabitants of Siena,

Pifa, Piftoia, and Aretina, and the Conti Guidi,
¥You. 11, S inte
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into another : and becaufe the Sienefe had fhewn
themielves, in the diffenfions which had happened
in times paft between the popes and the empe-
rors, favourable to the empire, the pope Adrian,
atrentive to the arrivalof F rederick, with much fo-
licitude completed the fortrefs, and part of the
walls of the territory of Radicofani. 1In 1154
Frederick was crowned at Rome, after long dif-
putes with the Romans, and returned to Germany
m 1155. The Sienefe, by the fimilitude of af-
fections, being of the fame faction, acquired a ju-
rifdi&tion over Poggibonzi, an eighth part of
which caftle had been given them by the count
Guido Guerra. This caftle was afterwards, in
1268, taken by Charles king of Naples, and given
to the Florentines, and by them demolifhed, as
always friendly or fubjec¢t to the Sienefe, and a re-
ceptacle of Ghibellines.

In 1158 Frederick came a fecond time inte
Italy. The Sienefe, being in difference with the
count of Orgia, and other lords their neighbours,
who held many ftrong caftles very near to Siena,
fome of which were demolithed by the Sienefe,
the lords of thefe caftles were defirous of re-
building them ; but Erederick granted to the Sie-
nefe the privilege, that neither thofe counts, nor
any other lords, nor their fucceffors, fhould re-
build any caftle, or fortrels, within twelve miles
of their city. As it is a fketch of the laws, their
viciffitudes and variations, that we are attempt-
ing, we have nothing to do with wars or difputes
between popes and antipopes, the church and
the empire; nor with the acceflions of Staggia or
Orgia to Siena. In 1167 Frederick returns to
Italy, and confirms all the privileges and dona-
tions which had been before made to Siepa. The
fourth, fifth, and fixth journey to ltaly, and icu
4 t
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the wars, and truces, and peaces, between Florence
and-Siena, may likewife be omitted ; though in
the laft, which was in 1184, he found enemies in
the Sienefe, his old friends. According to fome
writers, this ftrange revolution was in 1186, and
the caufes of it deferve to be examined and ex-
plained. *

Charlemain, as has been before related, left the
government of Sicna in a fingle affembly of he~
reditary nobles, who, no doubt, as they had pro~
cured the independence of the city by their intereft
and interceffion, thought it their own, and entailed
oo their polterity for ever. While the people con-
fidered thefe rulers as their benefa&tors, to whom
they owed fo much ; while the nobles were united,
and the city continued with conftancy faithful to
the emperors, all went fmoothly on; at leaft no
hiftory appears to the contrary: but in a courfe
of time, when the nobles became divided into
parties, each of which courted the people, not fo
much from humanity, patriotifm, or love of li-
berty and equality, as becaufe their bones and
finews were wanted in the civil wars, the people,
with very good reafon, began to demand a fhare,
and to take a hand in the game., Buthow? Not
in any proportion which could give them a con-
troul, or a power of {elf-defence, or even much
influence; but by claiming one in three confuls,
and fifty in one hundred and fifty fenators. Ab-
folute power was ftill in the noble hundred, and
the people, by their members, only became nearer
witneflfes of their own infignificance, and of the
arbitrary dilpofition of their noble mafters. This,

* Malavolti, hLib. iv. p- 36. Giovanni Villani Chroniche
Fiorentine, lib. v. Muratori, Rer. Italic. Scrip. tom. xv,

Chronica Sanefe de Andrea Dei. Muratori, Differtatione, 5o,

Muratori, Annal. tom, vii. anno 1186, p. 56.
5% - ' therefore,.
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therefore of courfe irritated the people, and gave
them able leaders, while it increafed the motives
of the factions in each party of the nobles to ca-
refs them fifll more. In confequence of this, the
public councils and condu&t, in 1186, began to
be unfteady, and a ftrong faction appeared for the
pope againit the emperor. Philippo Malavolri,
Palmerio Malagalla, and Guido Maizzi, were this
year confuls. The emperor, defirous of pafiing
through the town, the Guelphs had acquired fo
much influence as to fhut the gates againft him,
and even to attack and defeat his army : but as
foon as he was prepared to punifh them for this
offence, certain orators were lent to him, by thofe
in the government, to excufe the fault, and to beg
his pardon. They faid, the refiftance to his ma-
jefty had been occafioned by the fury of the peo-
ple, who rofe in a tumult very much againft the
will of their governors, who had always been
faithfully devoted to him. The emperor received
them gracioufly, and confirmed their privileges
under fome fevere conditions, moved however to
this grace, according to the cuftom of the great

rinces, more by his own intereft, than by any
confidence he had in their profeflions : but as he
was now intent upon an enterprife into the Levant
againft the Turks and Saracens, he wifhed to leave
all things in tranquillity in Italy. Intending,on
his return, to make himfelf mafter of the king-
doms of Sicily and Naples, he was defirous of
preferving peace in the cities of Italy, already
friendly to him ; and by reconciling the others, to
acquire more friends and followers, who might af-
fit him, and remove all obftacles to his enter-

rife. . With this view, he fent Henry his fon,
already eleéted king of the Romans, into Italy,

with great pomp and authority, who pretended éo
e
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be favourable to the Sienefe, and granted them
the power, under the imperial authority, to eleft
confuls, as they had been long ufed to do; but
thofe who fhould be ele¢ted, were obliged to ac-
cept the inveftiture of their confulate, without ex-
pence, from the king himfelf, or the emperor, or
their fucceflors, if in Italy; if not, from their le-
gate or vicar 1n Tufcany : and if there fhould be
“no imperial legate in Tuicany, the confuls elect
were obliged to go in 2 body, or a part of them,
or fend an ambaflador, to demand the inveftiture
of the emperor, or whoever fthould be king of the
Romans. In 1187, Jerufalem was befieged by
Saladin; and Siena fent five hundred of her young
men, under the command of Philip Malavolti, in
the Chriftian army raifed for its relief. Henry,
on "his return from this expedition, was by the
pope declared emperor, and invefted in the king-
doms of Naples and Sicily, upon condition that
he would recover it from Tancred, the fon of Ro-
ger the Fourth of the houfe of Normandy, heir
of William, king of England, who died in this
crufade. 'While the pope and the emperor were
occupied in this enterprife, and all Italy was filled
with arms and rumours, and fo many gentlemen
of Siena were abfent in the wars, the people of
Siena thought they had a favourable opportunity
to endeavour, with fecurity, to take the gavern-
ment of the republic out of the hands of the con-
fuls, and, by a reformation of the ftate, introduce
a new form of a popular government. The ple-
beians tumultuoufly rifing, with great impetuofity
flew to arms; but the gentlemen, who had fore-
feen the infurreétion, had prudently affembled in
the public walks, and provided themfelves with at-
tendants and arms, that they might be able to op-
pole the people, and defend the dignity of the

S 3 government,
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government, The heads of the popular fattion,
perceiving that their defign could not {ucceed by
force, put a ftop to the tumult, but ftood armed
in feveral parts of the city. The moft refpecta-
ble citizens of each partv, meeting half way be-
tween the two bodies, effefted a reconciiiation fo

far, that both fides agreed to lay down their arms ;
and it was agreed, that if any one would demand
or requeit that any thing fhould be correfted or
reformed for the public fervice, he thould propofe
1t civilly, without the terror of arms; and if it
thould be judged an error or a grievance by the
council, there fhould be no dlﬂiculty in obtaining
its amendment or redrefs; and, with copious rea-
fonings, they demonftrated che diforders which
muft arife from fuch commotions, with arms in
their hands, to demand deliberations upon new
laws, becaufe the multitude, always narurally de-
firous of feeing new things, are never contented

- with what they poffefs, and having obtained one

obje&t of purfuit, they fuddenly look for another,
fetting neither bounds nor laws to their appetites,
and upon every little accident, which is always in
the power of any one to excite, they fly, accord-
ing to their prefent paffions, prejudices, neceffi-
ties, or inclinations, to burglaries , robberies, and
conﬁagranon, many examples of which have been
feen in Siena, as well as other cities ; and no me-
thod of fupprefling an unbridled populace has
been hitherto invented without manifeft and uni-
verfal danger. They moreover took into confi-
deration, that, from the vicinity of Florence, in
times fo agitated, both parties ought to be fenfi-
ble into what ruin they might fall while they
were engaged at home in ccntcndmo with each
other: and had it not been for this danger, the
sobles were, at that time, fo fuperior in power

to




Malavoltz, Esc.

to the plebeians, that they would not have fub-
mirted to this infolence, nor let efcape this op-
portunity of putting an end to fuch feditions, by
chaftifing thec authors of this. They only advifed
the confuls to call together the council the next
day. When together, they decliberated and de-
bated upon a variety of fubjets; but, after many
contefls, they concluded upon nothing but this:
In order to {atisfy the ambition of two or three
perfons who afpired to be confuls, it was deter-
mined, that, inftead of three confuls, there thould
in future be f{ix, obferving the {ame diftribution of
two thirds noblemen, one third of whom were to
be of the Ghibelline faétion, and one third popu-
lar members. By this meafure, they quieted the
minds-of the ambirtious and envious for this year :
but she year following, at the new eleétion of con-
fuls, frefh innovations would have been attempted,
if, at that time, thofe Sienefe gentlemen, who had
been to Afia at their own expence, had not re-
turned in triumph, to the univerfal joy of the
whole city. This eventquieted the minds of thofe
who were addicted to.civil difcord. As the creation
of fix confuls had produced no other effe& than
to increafe the difficulty of aflembling them to-
geiher, and of concludingdeliberations by deciding
queftions, it was now refolved to have only three ;
and in this way they went on, varying the num-
ber according to the times and the bufinefs.

In 1194, and 1195, the commerce of the city
was much increafed by emigrants from Milan ; the
manufactures in wool were introduced ; the great

fountain and aquaduét was built, as well as the

palace.

In 1 197, the conti Scialenghi were made to {fub-
mit and fwear allegiance to Siena, for all the
lands and caftles, as 1l Monte Sante Marie, Monte
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Bello, Monte Martino, Monte Bernardo, Monte
Franco, &c. and the Cacciaconti, Cacciaguerra,
T ancredi, Guido, Ranieri, Barnardino, Aldobran-
dino, Renaldo, counts of Scialenghi, where ad-
mitted citizens of Siena. The inhabitants of
Afciano alfo fubmitted. The count Napoleone de
Viconti di Campiglia, the counts Guigliefchi, and
the counts Ardeghefchi, alfo capitulated. The in-
habitants of Montalcino, who had frequently ex-
cited quarrels between Siena and thefe counts,
now difcovered much animofity, and preparations
were made for war, to bring them to fubmaffion ;
and that civil diffenfions might not interrupt the
enterprife, and to quiet the minds of many, who
defired that military matters fhould be feparated
from the civil and political, and that the confuls
fhould have nothing to do but artend to affairs of
ftate, and government of the city, they made an
cleétion of a foreign nobleman, who, with impe-
rial authority, fhould have the care of all civil
and criminal caufes, having judges, aflcfiors, and
other officers in his family, convenient for fuch an
office. This magiftrate they called podefta, from
the power and authority granted to the cities of
Iraly to create fuch an afficer by the emperor
Frederick the Firft, at the peace of Conftance in
118 3, and to the Sienefe in particular by Henry
the Sixth 1n 1186, when he came into Italy as
vicar to his father Frederick. And befides the ju-
dicial authority, in civil and criminal caufes, the
podefta had the government and command of the
army in cafe of war. The firft who was elefted
podefta of Siepa was M. Orlando Malaprefa of
Lucca, for one year, and he entered on his officg
the firft of January 1199, according to the or-
der of the city. ‘The Sienefe were defirous of an
accommodation with the Floretines, that they

might,
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might not'be molefted by them in the enterprife
they meditated againft Montalcino. The difcords
among the princes of Germany upon the election
of an emperor, and the revolution of empire
in Con{tantinople, are not much to our prefent
purpafe.

In 12071 a perpetual alliance, offenflive and de-
fenflive, was concluded between Florence and Sie-
na, Philip Malavolti being podefta, by which the
inhabitants of Montalcino were declared enemies
of both. In 1202 the army of Siena made theme
felves mafters of their fortrefs and territory. The
counts Ardenghefci refufed to furnifh their quota
to this expedition, which excited the refentment
of the city againft them, and at length a war,
The cities of Tufcany, that lived and were go-
verned as republics, remained iong without any
palace, or other public place in which they could
affemble their magiftrates and councils ; they were
therefore fummoned to meet fometimes in one
church, and fometimes in another, according to
the changes of the firft man in the office of con-
ful, undl the eftablifhment of the office of the
nine, at which time a palace was built. The firft
conful ufually colleéted the reft in his own parith

church, as the Romans long congregated their {e--

nate, {fometimes in one temple, fometimes in an-
other, according to the nature of the bufinefs on
which they were to deliberate. Another quarrel
foon arofe between Florence and Siena, at the con-
clufion of which the latter were obliged to relin-
quith Poggibonzi, whofe inhabitants praifed the
Florentines very highly, while they reproached
with bitternefs the Sienefe. The arbitrators, or
agents, who fettled this difpute, were very il re-
ccived on their return; and the praifes of ¥Flo-
fenge, which they heard repeated, difpleafed them
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as much as the reproaches of themfelves. ‘Thefe
excited great heats, refentments, and perfonal al-

tercations; not only among the common people,

but among all the noble houfes which had  given
their opinions againft making the ceffion of Pog-.
gibenzi. The difputcs upon this occalion went
fo far, that many perfonal enmities grew out of
them, and parties frequently came to blows, and
bloody combats in arms, by which many faétions
were generated, who frequently fightuing with each
other, produced a number of atrocious actions and
fcandalous crimes. T he wifeft men, thofe who con-
fidér more the end than the beginning of things,
a charalter peculiar to prudent men, were hardly
able to invent a remedy, or by the interpofition
of the public authority to preferve the peace,
The city remained a long time wonderfully agi-
tated, the citizens havmg no confidence 1n one
another, ftanding in continual {ufpicion, and daily
expecation of further diforders, tumults, and fe-
ditions. Thefe diftrattions delayed the expedition
againft Montepulciano, which however was at
length, 1In 1 204, undertaken ; when diflenfions
arofe among all the cities of Tufcany vpon the
queltion, whether Meontepulciano was within the
dominion or country of Siena. It was cuftomary
to fettle. fuch difpures by a congrefs or parliament
of rectors from all the cities of the league or
company of Tufcany; and {uch deputies were now
appointed, who, after hearing the parties, and
examining witnefles; determined in favour of Sie-
na. 1t was a cuftom of the emperors to maintain
a vicar in Tufcany, who lived and held a courtin
San Maniato Altedeico, who gave an aceount ©
the caufes which had an appeal to the emperor,
and received the rents, taxes, tolls, cuftoms, tri-

bmes, and ‘other gifts, all which the jurifts call by
ong
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one word, regalia; and when it happened that the

emperor fent no vicar to the province, he fenc
nuncios to particular cities, and called them counts

of thofe places to which he fent them, with the

fame authority, = This method of collecting toge~
ther and making a congrefs, which was ufed in
thofe times by the cities of Tuicany, was gene-
rally very ufeful to the whole province, becaufe
the re¢tors ({o they called the reprefentatives who
compofed the congrefs) as foon as they underitood
that a difference had arifen between one city and
another, although they were fometimes of different
and contrary faltions, exerted themielves, accord-
ing to the obligations of their magiitracy, with
extreme diligence, to bring them to an accommo=
dation ; and if fometimes their endeavours te
adjuft the difference did not fucceed, and the war
was profecuted, the congrefs neverthelefs ft
firm, and the reGors did not fail to do every thing
in their power for the univerfal benefit, and at all
times appeared together in parliament for the
public bufinefs which occurred, and to make their
cleCtions, at the ftated periods, of new rectors,
whe*had no authority alone in their countries, but
only while they were affembled with the reétors
of the other cities. As it was their duty to be
always attentive to the common utility, if fo many
people, for their private interefts, excited by the
ambition of dominion, or by avarice, two quali-
ties very unfriendly to peace, had not departed
from this feederal order, the ruin of fo many re-
publics had not perhaps been effected ; but as the
men of that age were little accuftomed to reflece
tion, and had lefs prudence in providing for futu-
nty, they were ftill lefs folicitous to leave, by the
means of letters, the memory and hiftory of theis
times, {o that only a confufed notion of a few
particulars

28y
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particulars remain at this day, not only of this
confederation, but of an infinite number of other
eat events and infliturions.

In 1206 followed the difcords between Philip
of Suevia, and Otho of Saxony, and their con-
tention for the empire, in which Philip was fupe-
rior ; which was followed by wars with the Sara-
cens, and between Siena and Florence, in which
the army of the former was defeated at Montalto.

In 1209 the king of the Romans came into lia.
ly, and confirmed the privileges of Siena, parti-
cularly thofe of eleting confuls, coining money,
and adminiftering juftice, referving appeals, and
other conditions exprefied in the grant of Henry;
but declaring, that Jacomo Aldobrando, and
Henry, fons of Aldibrandino Guifeppi, and other
nobles who held feignories in the county of Siena,

8 their fubjeéts, fhould be under the podefta of
the city. T he confuls endeavoured to divert the
minds of the people, now at prace with Florence,
by employing them in rebuilding the caftles, and
reftoring the ftrong places belonging to the re-
public ; but they found it impofiible to fupprefs
or divert the ambition of the popular muletude,
who, feeling themfelves relieved from foreign wars,
would be employed i1n domeftic feditions.  As
they were at liberty to choofe the podefta, either
from foreigners or from the nobility of Siena, the
choice was generally made from among the latter,
The people thought, that the introduétion of this
office had rather been a lofs than an acquifition ©
them ; and that the nobles, by mecans of i, had
aggrandized themfelves. They infifted, that this
fhould be correéted in the order of choofing the
padefta ; and to remove all occafion of diffenfions,
and maintain the public tranquillity, the gentle-
men concurred, in 1213, in a new law, that the

Podcﬁ&
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podefta fhould, for the future, alwaysbe a foreignes,
It is eafy to {ee that the pride of moft of the nobles
concurred with, if it did not excite this popular
humour ; for the jealoufy and envy of the nobles
can never bear to fece one of themfelves elevated
much above the reft. Regardiels of equality
among the people, and irreconcileable enemies to
any appearancé of it between the people and
themfelves, they muft always be peers, or equals
among one another; and when a king, or any
other firft magiftrate, muft be placed over them,
they always prefer the introduétion of a foreigner
to the elevation of one of their own body. But
it does not always happen in thefe cafes, that by
taking away the caufe, the effect is removed.
Thofe who are grown inveterate in the habits of
diffenfion, without having any regard to the pub-
lic good, and without the leaft caufe of complaing,
will find means of interrupting and difturbing
good order. The people had obtained whatever
they demanded, yet they would not lay down their
arms ; and the multitude appearing in continual
infurreftions, fome terrible cataftrophe was appre-
hended, and would have occurred, if the nobles
had not likewife reforted to arms, and, with a
great concourfe of thofe who withed for peace.and
order, had not marched through the city. This
proceflion {pread a terror among the feditious,
who, from fear, laid down their arms, and returned
to their houfes. Upon this the government was
re-affumed, and confirmed by the punifhment of
many of thofe who had been the heads of this
commotion. The firft who was created podefta,
according to the new law, was M. Guido di Ra-
fuccio da Orviera.

In 1221, Frederick the Second, after his coro-
nation, having granted many favours ro feveral

lords
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lords and cities of the Ghibeliine party, renewed
and enlarged the privileges of Siena, of adminifter.
ing }uﬁ:tcc, of paying the gabells or impofts only
at the gates of the city, of coining money, and of
exemption from all cuftoms and tributes in the
country. T hefe exemptions and privileges per-
haps occafioned a demand of fimilar “favours
which was at this time made by the territories tri-
butary to Siena, fuch as Chiuci, Montelatrone,
Montepinzuto, Yotentino, l.uriane, Vico, the
Jands of the abbey of St. Antumo, and other places.
But as this demand occafioned a civil war, and
Siena raifed a force both of horfe and foot, which
they were 1ll provided to refift, they capitulated.

In 1222 the count Raniert da Travale, originally
of the Morea, in the Peloponnefus, was made a
eitizen of Siena, and annexed the lands and catftles
he had purchafed to their dominion. From hm
are defcended the counts of Elei, Montingegnoli,
and Fuofini. But the city, when 1t was not at
war with Florence, nor againft the pope, nor en-

aged in crufades, nor in rebellion agamaft the em-
peror, was almoit continually enaaced in difputes
and wars with the mountmrxs, caﬂ:lf:s, and lords
in its neighbourhood, though in alliance with i
or under 1ts dominion ; and whenever a moment
of perfeét peace occurred, feditions and tumuls
broke out. With the conqueft of Grofetto, and
an increafe of jurifdition, Siena had excited much
envy in a part of thofe cities of the Guelphs, in
Tulcany, Plorence, Lucca, Orvieto, and Penegia,
which were in a league againft the other confede-
ration of the Ghibellines, which were Siena, Pifa,
Arezzo, and Piftaia. The former took meafures
to oppofe the Sienefe in their favourite enterprifc
againit Montepulciano, and this occafioned a ferics

of altercations and wars, not only among thefe
CILIES)
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cities, but with the lords of the mountains, tco
long to be related ; but at laft Montepulciano was
raken, and peace concluded. The cities of Tui=
cany, now in profound peace, and all apprehenfions
of its interruption removed by the prefence of the
emperor in Italy with a powerful army, the Siencfe
thought themielves fecure from the {tratagems as
well as invalions of their enemies. This fenfe of
fecurity awakened in the minds of the popular

multitude in the city of Siena the fame defire of

making themfelves mailters of the internal govern-

ment of the republic, which at former times they -

had entertained. The principal heads of this fac-
tion, in their confultations on the projeét, and dif-
courfing on the means of carrying it into execu-
tion, found among themfielves a great variety of
opinions, from whence arofe violent diflenfions.
From this arofe two circumitances, which prevent-
ed the fcandalous diforders which ufually happen
in fuch cafes. The firft was, a delay of the con-
clufions and refolutions ; the fecond was, that in
this interval it swas not pefiible to keep the plot
fo fecret and concealed, that no intimations fthould
be given to the nobility of what was meditated to
their difadvantage, and the manifeft danger of the
whole city, if to fuch an end the people fhould
recur to arms. When the nobles had difcovered
and confidered the fituation and the danger they
were 1n, not only from thefe commotions, butr
from the hatred which, in the wars of fo many
years with Florence and Orvieta, they had pro-
voked in the minds of their inhabitants, frem
tuch prudent confiderations it was determined to
treat civilly with the popular party, without the
buftle of arms, left they fhould be invelved at
once in a war both at home and abroad; and as
the popular party, from the fame motives, concu;
b
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red with the nobles, that the innovidtion fhould be
made in their civil robes rather than in armouwr, it
was agreed that the council fhould be affembled.
Here rthey deliberated and debated on the mode of
reforming the government of the city. As the
popular party faw no poffibility of obtaining to
themfielves exclufively the government, as they had
at firft projefted and reafoned among themfelves,
they demanded, that, in addition to their third part
in the council and magiftracy, it fhould be left to
the difcretion of the councilthemfelves to choofethe
ether part of the magiltrates, and fifty more mem-
bers at leaflt of the council, out of the nobles or
people, at their pleafure. To this the nobles would
not agree, and many of them oppofed it with fuch
eflicacious reafons, as made it appear unreafonal:ie
to the popular party themfelves, and the petition
was neither granted nor cowuntenanced by many
votes. ‘Tolomei, Malavolti, Buonlhgnori, and
Gallerani, were the principal fpeakers among the
nobles ; and th:ir elogquence was employed to per-
fuade the popular party, that they ought to be
contented with the fthare they already enjoyed in
the republic, and efteem themfelves under obliga-
tions to the memory of their grandfathers, who
had o benevolently embraced them, and taken
them into their fociety ; and having received fo
great a favour from the nobility, who had received
them into an equality with themfelves, it would
have been a more rational and becoming condudt
to have demonfirated their gratitude, by acknow-
ledging the benefation, and co-operating har-
monioufly in the public fervice, in the imminent
danger which they faw over the commonwealth,
rather than excite every day frefth feditions. That
they might well know that thofe who had held the
government hitherto, were not men of fo poor c2-

pacitics,
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pacities, asto have occalion, in the adminiltration
of there public, for the affiitance of fo great a num-
ber of new men, for the moit part ulelefs; or more
properly - pernicious, by their contracted under-
ftandings and fmall experience. That their pro-
je&t was the more alarming, as they propofed to
make the magiftrates fo very numerous ; becaufe
it had been feen, in numberlefs examples, and ex-
perience had found it an infallible obfervation,
that ftates had been feldom well governed by the
muititude, in whofe deliberations, befidesotherims
perfeétions, the opinion of the moft ignorant and
incapable weighs as much as that of the moft
prudent and experienced. T hofe cities which had
rafthly committed cthe government to the mulci-
tude, had, to their misfortune, more frequently
experienced revolutions in the ftare, than thofe
which reftri¢ted the government to a few: for al=
though, to a fuperficial view, the equality of the
citizens in the public deliberations, where the votes
are numbered, but neither weighed nor meafured,

might appear a jullt and reafonable thing; yet to

any man who maturely refleted on the fubjeét, it
muft appear in a very different light. As to the
mode of making the eleftions of magiftrates, if it
were pollible to concede to the people the fhare
they demanded, thefe orators demonfitrated that it
muft prove pernicious to the commonwealth. The
method propofed was a way to take from the
council the free power of crearing the magiftrates,
the propofed law impofling the neceflity of creat-
ing one third of them from one fation exclufively,
and raking away the difcretionary right of elefting
thofe who, according to the occafions and times
of war or of peace, might be the beft qualified to
difcharge the duties of their office. It was affirm-
ed, that in a very little time it would be feen, that

VYor. 11. g - _net
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not only the nobles, who had from the beginning
ruled, and with fo much virtue and dignity ag-

andized their country, but even that thofe
pular families, who for a fpace of an hundred
years had honourably governed and profpered with
them, would by this innovation be thrown ocut of
the government. ‘That this invention, as now
propofed, as was eafy to be perceived, had no other
end in view than to introduce a government of
new men, by pulling down thofe who had hither-
to maintained it; becaufe, as the council in the
eletion of officers was bound by neceffity always
to eleét a third portion from the popular order, it
might and would foon happen, that of the other

_portion, either all, or ar leaft a part, would be po-

pular members, new perfons, and unexpericneedin
adminiftration; and the nobles, and thofe accuf-
tomed to government, would be depofed, to the
grievous lofs and misfortune of the public. When
it was admitted that every citizen, without diftinc-
tion, might be admitted to honours and to govern-
ment, is it not better that the council thould have
the free faculty of making their elections of per-
fons apt for their offices, that men may be ex-
cited by this motive to habituate themfelves to
honourable exercifes and virtuous courfes ? That
to impofe the neceffity of eleting another, who
knows that he muft be elefted ar all events, is to
take away from him every incentive to virtuous
behaviour. This would be precifely the way of
beftowing honours on floth inftead of virtue, and
to give the eftablifhment of magiftrates to the
laws, not the appointment te the council, who
will be for the moft part forcéd to make the elec-
tion contrary to their judgements and inclinations;
an indignity toe great to be offered to thar fe-
nase. : '
Ho & 10
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" To this’ harangue it was anfwered, on the paft

of the popular faction, by William Gollucei, who Goﬁurcu

faid, that the nobles {mght not to difdain to have

the people affociated with them in the govern-=

ment of the commonwealth, among many other

reafons, becaufe they very well knew they had it

not now in their power to {ay, what had been af-

firmed by their grandfathers, when in the begin-

ning they refufed to admit the people toany tharey; = #

that popular men are not fit to exercife magiftra=

cies, nor to rule in the councils of the city; for

havirg, fince 11 35, governed in concert with themy ol

participating only in a third part, they had given '

fuch affiltance, that the city was greatly increafed

in dominion, riches, and population, as was evi-

cdent to all men @ fo that their fociety might be

faid to have been of the greateft public unhsy :

and the fame benefits, and ftill greater, might be

expelted in future, when,. inftead of arlimitation

to a chird part, there fhould be no bounds pre-

fcribed.  “FThat it very rarely had happened that

any city had arifen to grandeur, if it had not

admitted the peoplée and the other fubje&s to

the adminiftration of .the commonwealth, and to

the magiftracies. < This,” faid he, ¢ was the ruin

of the ILacedemonians and the Athenians, who,

although they w:re moft valiant in arms, would

have found theis republics of little energy and

thort duration; if they had excluded tbetr fobp = o oF

je&ts from the hopes of rifing by their arms

and other virtuzs, to honours and public magif-

tracies. What was it that elevated Rome to its -

fuperlative ‘greatnefs, more than their having

given civility, therights of citizens fo prw:leges

and honours, to all ia Iraly who fubmitted to their

empire? What can flimulate yéur own citizens to

greater alacrity in the fervice of the public, than
T & _ the
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the hope of arriving, by their good behaviour, to
the higheft honours of the republic? and the
knowledge, that if in war they place themfelves
in the poft of danger, they are fure to do it for
their own proper utility, as well as for that of
others ? What intereft can you believe will make
them more ardent, animated, and intrepid, in any
public enterprife ? We know, moreover, that no
government can be properly ftyled a republic,

which does not comprehend all the people of the’

city.”” By thefe reafons he endeavoured to perfuade
the fenate, that is to fay, the council, that the
demand made by the people was as much for the
public fervice in general, astheir own in particu-
Iar: and as to that which had been faid by the
grandee:;'againﬁ receiving new men into the go-
vernment, he replied, that as all other things, how
ancient foever they might bs, had a beginning,
fo it was with nobility ; ““ as for example, we may
fay, as you know very well, that after the firft
original nobility of our city, with Charlemain,
when he delivered Italy from the domination of

the Lombards, came the Malevoli and the French

gentlemen, who fince have called themfelves Ban=
dinelli, who were received not only into the num-
ber of the citizens, but into the ranks of the
nobles and patricians of Siena; afrer that, with
Otho the Firft, when he expelled the Berengarii
from Italy, the Salembeni, the Tolommei, who
in like manner were enumerated among the
nobles and grandees of this city; and, in times
more modern, many others, who were lords of
feveral caftles of this ftate, as the Scorcialupi,
who once have called themiclves Squarcialupi,
thofe of Tornano, of Volcortefe, of Berardenga,
Scialenga, and many others, who all enjoy the
title of nobility. -Finally, our grandfathers were

| admitted
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admitted to the government in 113%; and if we,
their defcendants, have retained the name of po-
pular, it does not follow that we have not ac-
quired nobility. For what reafon then, if your
anceftors have accepted foreigners and ultramon-
tanes, and even conquered lords and landholders,
into their peerage, fhould not you receive ygur
own proper fellow citizens ? thofe who are ‘1
free within the fame walls with yourfelves, and

run the fame fortunes with all others ? You will

jay, becaufe they are not noblée. We however
fay, that all thofe others in this kind of nobility
were not more noble than are at this hour thofe
who, by means of public dignities, have acquired
nobility, or than will be thofe whe fhall come into
the government after us; and as we fhall be an
example for them, fo will they be to thofe who
may come after them; and the city will be able,

by this means, to preferve for a longer time the

nobility of her citizens ; and, as it is natural that
whatever has a beginning muft have an end, new
noblemen will fucceed from time to time to thofe

who may fail, and the land will be better peopled

and more powerful.”
- A fhort replication to thefe arguments was

ety
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made by Rinaldo Aleffi, who faid, that if the Rinaldo
people, fince they had participated in the go- Alefi.

vernmaent, had remained more quiet, it was poffi-
ble the city might have made fome notable acqui-
fition ; but, as every one knew, the continual
feditions which the popular party had excited,
had raifed their inordinate defires, and difpofed

them wmore to civil wars than to wars with their

hoftile neighbours; and that thofe acquifitions
which they had made had been obtained rather
by the incidents of the times than by any other
reafon: and that thofe ancient gentlemen who

ili 3 @ : f o 3 ‘ came
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came formerly with Charlemain and the. firlt
Otho, when thcy were invited, many centuries ago;
to inhabit this city, had the fexcrnmr:es of many
caftles, which had been given tht:rn, in reward of
their illuftrious ations which they performed
for the fervxce: of the empire, by Charlgs and
Otho ; and that more {plendour and nobility had
a ed ta the.republic than, to them by their
coming to inhabig it..” And the fame thing was
wue of the .othgr lords of this dominmion, who,,
accordmg to the accidents which have occurred,

have been gnade gentlemen of Siena, the city be-
ing aggrandized and ennobled by the acqmﬁtmn
of their families, caftles, and feigniories.

By thefe {peceches we fcc,‘that neither the arif-
tocratical nor the democratical orators aimed at
any thing more than a government of all autho-
Tity in one Center; but the legiflative and exe-
cutive pgwer werg {0 be Iodged in one affembly.
The nobles withed: tg have -the whole houfe to.
themfelvgs and the gommons withed the {ame
thing, though . each party temporized and modi=
fied thf:zr language with fome regard to the others
Tthe loaves and fithes, the honours andcmolumcn;s,i |
~were whatr they all ‘{fought, more than lhiberty,
: {afety, or good .erder, more than the commerce,:
arts, Or peace,. more than» the profperity, gran-
decur, and glory. of their couniry. Not one of
them thinks of gwxng all the executive power
to the podcﬁa, with a weapon to defend it ; not
one thinks of d:v:dmg the Jovegreign leg;ﬂ.@um;
into two aflemblies, givigg to thf:nobles and-peo-
ple an equal fhare : yer, without thefe armanges:
ments, every intelligent reader;of their hiftory, ati
this day, perceives that .all thc projeéts of; either-
party for amendment would only increafe the evil,
by mﬁammg the ili-humour. | After many. dxf-..
courfes, made by feveral perions of both parties,

the
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the grandees, fenf{ible that, if they fhould recur to
arms, and defend the dignity of their ftations,
they might, in the war which they expeéted with
Florence and Orvieta, and by the difficulty of ob-
taining money, put all in danger, by refufing to
accommeodate their civil difcords by giving way
in part; they therefore concurred in the opi-
nion that prevailed, thar the council thould make
the election of thirty citizens, fifteen of each party,
who fhould have authority to propofe a new form
of government, as it appeared that the magif-
trates, called the confuls, fince the introdu&tion
of the office of the podefta, that of the four pur-
veyors, and the chamberlain of Biccherna, were no
longer of any authority at all, and that there was
a neceffity to think of making a magiftracy of a
greater number of men, and of more authority
concerning the affairs of the ftate, and the admi-
niftration of the republic. The thirty perfons
who were invefted with this full power, or, as the
Florentines called it, this balia, having difcourfed
and deliberated fome time upon the fubjeét of
their commiffion, and wifhing to give fatisfaction
to the public, as well as gratify the ambition of

many individuals, by conftituting a numerous .

magiftracy, they propofed to the council to in-
ftitute a magifiracy .of twenty-four, ta be eleéted
by the council out of the whole body of the
people, or the citizens at large, on condition that
there fhould not be nominated or voted for a
greater number from one fa&ion than from the
other ; and as it was underftood that the emperor
Frederick was foon to leave Italy, and ic was ex-
. pected the Florentines would foon attack them or
fome of their dependencies, the meafure foon ob-
tained, the four and twenty magiftrates were im-

mediately created, and with great fpirit entered

g on
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on their offices, by making preparations for war-

againft the Florentines and the other Guelphs..

T his revolution, if a bare change of the number

of firft magiftrates without any change in the fo-

1232. vereignty can be called one, was in 1232, while

the emperor was at Ravenna. ‘

_ The Sienefe were now involved in conftant wars

1238. with their neighbours till 1238, when the difcords
between the pope and the emperor revived the

: animofities of the ancient factions of the Guelphs

» and Ghibellines in T ufcany, as well as in many
other parts of Italy, and with greater hatred and

animofity than ever: nor was there any people

who were not infe€ted with this deftru&ive con-

tagion, by which, without having any other caule

of quarrel, they fought with each other with

mortal enmity, not only one city againft anether,

but the fame city divided into thefe factions com-

bated itfelf; each party having not only different

enfigns, under which they marched out to war,

but they had diftinguithed themfielves by the

colour and wearing of their clothes, by their gaic

and air, and geftures of the body, and by every

other the fimalleft circumitance; {o that, atthe firft

afpe&t, a Guelph might be known, by a glance of

the eye, from a Ghibelline. Thele divilions not

2 only prevailed among the Siencie, but, ﬁrfce the
introduétion of the magiftracy of twenty-four, a
new diverfity arofe among the citizens, and a new
diftin&ion of party names. This government did
not pleafe all, and thofc who approved it affumed
the name of twenty-four, and thofe who were dif-
fatisfied tock the name of twenty-feven. Harred
and refentment increafed ammong them to fuch a
degree, that im 1240 they flew again to arms,
with moft violent cormmotions of the whole city,
the flaughter of multitudes on each fide, with in-,
‘numerable

1240.
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numerable robberies, burglaries, plunderings, and
conflagrations of houfes and palaces, and other
crimes committed by the plebeians. But as the
rabble in favour of the twenty-four appeared to be
the ftrongeft, this magiftracy furvived the lawlefs
attempts to deftroy ir, and preferved authori

enough to elect M. Aldobrandino di Guido Cac-

ciaconti podefta, who, by his prudence, and

the public authority, reduced the city to fome de-
gree of obedience to the laws. The fecret was,
that the pope and the emperor were to the repub-
lics of Italy, what Sparta and Athens had been to
thofe of the Pelopennefus : each muit have a party

in every city, and if the nobles weére on one fide,-

the people would be on the other, and vice verfa;

and every art of feduftion was employed by one

power or the other on both.

The Sienefe were now plunged in new wars,
which continued, almoft without interruption, till
1258.  The cities of Tufcany, which, in the dif-
cords between the pontiffs and emperors, had fol-
lowed the Imperial party, and were denominated
Ghibellines, after the death of Frederick the Se-
cond were greatly opprefled by the other cities,
which, having followed the ecclefiaftical party,
were then fuperior, and were diftinguithed by the
name of Guelphs; but fince Manfred, overcom-
ing the forces of the pope, had made himfelf maf-
ter of the kingdoms of Naples and Sicily, he took
the Ghibellines in the proviace of Tufcany into his
more immediate protection, and placed Siena at
the head of that party. As Florence was the head
of the Guelph party, each city in its turn was an afy-
lum fe:: the exiles of the other ; which, in addition
to the jealoufy, envy, emulation, and felfith views,
which are common between neighbouring nations
as well as cities, proved a continual provocation
| 0 war. Thefe wars and rebellions of their moun-

tains,
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tains, whichrit would all volun -.., to defcribe, will
be paffed over. Yet ;t.may{m preper to mention
the rebellion of Monteano and Mcntemafzs, when
the gount Giordapa demanded in the fenare that
one-third of the city fhould be armed and fent
out, becaufe a.form of their conftiturtion is ‘upon
this occalion explained. Although the Sienefe
were zealoufly mdmed to comply thh the requeit
of Giordano, and thought the expedition very in-
terefting - to their counuy, they would not depart
from the ancient order, that when any expedition
was. propofed, that the {ubject might be maturely
confidered, it muit be pmpofed in the council of
the credenza, and coniulted on three times, on
thzcg feveral days .in the general council, before
any thing could be. determined. A deputation,
uvpon this occafion, was appointed to attend the
army, confifting of the podecfta, the captain of the
people, the three firft members of the office of
twenty-four, andtwelve good men, buoni huomini,
deputed by the commons. The foldiers and offi-
cers in thcié;qudxtms ferved without pay, in
imitatiop of the Romans, who. for three hundred
and. mg years, coptinued to go out to war,

e-at his own expence. This is univerfally
. hiftorians as a proof of their love of

. thcn- (;Otm;r y ;. but it may as well be confidered as

a proof of their pcwg:y and their ignorance, for
there is no, example of . it among rich and well-
informed people: it -would be indeed unjoft and

uncqual. As the provifions and apparatus were
found by the public, and plunder was made where-

ever they went, it is very probable that the moft
of their armies were better fed, and more profita-
bly employed, abroad than at home, as manufac-
tures were little known, and commerce and navi-
gation 1n their infancy., ;
n
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In the yca.r 1359 ambaffadors were fent m&g 1359

king Manfred by the council of the cred :
who from the council general, or the fenate; mch
fignificd the {fame thing, had the authority
to them to give commxﬁions and mﬁru&wﬁs to
ambaﬁ'adcrs. The council of gredenza. was a fecret
council, as its_name imports, in which were, fe-
cretly treated thofe things which were to be pro-
poled-to the general council, which, rcprefem;mg
the whole city, had greater authoruy ; but no pro-~
pofition eould be made if it had not firft obtained
in the council of credenza. This is very remark-
able: the fovereignty was in one fingle affent-
bly, the general council ; the leading members,
however, had influence. emmgh to get themielves.
feparated from the body by its own a&t, and fecret
affairs committed to them, and nothing permitted
to be brought into the general council without

their previous approbatios. This arrangement

was afterwards imitated by the grand dukes. In
the council of the people, nothing could'be treat-
ed which had not previoufly been treated in the
confiftory, and by them propofed. Another coun-
cil obtained inSiena, which had been mentioned be- .
fore, called the council of affembly, of fifty Hm&&f
for each third, which, atﬁatedpermds,,was -hanged
by.the ceneral councd and lymited by them in aﬁ-‘
| thOl‘itY fo that the whole fgvsmc;@mr the whole
]emﬂauve, judici and executive autboﬁ:;y, was.
_' htcrally 1N one center, that of the 'general council
- and all other affemblies, coun,czls, mag;&ratcs, and.
officers, were onl,y committecs and deputies of
that body.* * In this . council of credenza the fe-

C* Malavolti, Ilb. i. della Seconﬂagf’artc, fol. 7 and 8. —

hroniche Sanefe, Ap. Muratori, Rﬁr- Ital. Scl'lp«- tom. Xve
P+ 29, 30, &c.
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cret treaty was made with the count Giordano,
and ambafladors fent with his to Manfred. §
Tn the year 1260 the memorable battle of
Montaperto was fought berween the Florentines
and Sienefe, in which the latter obtained a com-
lete victory, and reduced Florence to the brink
of ' deftruction. Ac this glorious period, when
their great rival Florence was reduced to fuch ex-
tremitices as to, be obliged to {ubmir to the empe-
ror and the Ghibeliines, and make peace with Sie-
na upon her own terms; when fo many other peo-
le and territories were daily fubmituing to their
jurifdi&tion, and ambaffadors of congratulation
were arriving from all parts; 1s it nort furprifing
that union and harmony at home fhould not ac-
company fuch tranfportsof joy as appeared 1n every
art of their dominions? Ye:, in a government
10 ‘conftituted, a difpute among a few young gen-
tlemen at a bath of Petrivalo was fufficient*to di-
vide the whole city. In this rencounter one Ba-
roccino di Bencivenne Barocci, a youth of the
m?ular order, was killed by M. Robba Renaldini.
Of this homicide M. Bennucio Salimbeni was
alfo accufed, who, befides being banifhed together
with M. Robba, and havingtheir placesdemolifhed
by the fury of the people, becaufe Bencivenne,
father of Baroccino, was of the magiftracy of the

twenty-four, who then governed the city, and,

through the hatred which the people bore to the
nobles, was condemned in a fine of twelve thou-
fand pounds, and rigoroufly held in prifon in irons,
till his father Salimbeni was obliged topay it. So
rigid a punifhment, tranfgrefling as they thought
all bounds of juftice, in complaifance to the peo-
ple, provoked fome of the nobles, who would not

remain expofed to the difcrerion and infqlcncedOf
' 1€
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the multitude, daily eggited in commotions againit
them, and having ﬁ.ﬁg- an arbitrary influence in
the judicial department, that they left the city, and
retired for fafety to Radicofani, a place by its fitu-
ation fufficiently ftrong.: Upon this the magii-
trates declared them of the party of the Guelphs,

which provoked them to over-run, with fome

troops of horfe, attended with their followers, the
dominions of ‘the republic in the country, and
plunder the lands of their enemies, at whole in-
ftigation they knew the magiftrates had been in-
duced to pafs adecree fo pernicieus and prejudicial,
not only to them, but to the whole city, by the
divilions which muft arife from it among the citi-
zens, reviving. the hatred of fa&lions, both of
Guelphs and Ghibellines, nobles and people, which
by the fear of foreign wars all pdilties had united una-
mmoufly to bury in oblivion, to their infinite ad-
vantage in the late war againft their national ene-
mies. From this diforder, arifing from that lei=

fure, idlenefs, and infolence, which, haying over- .

come their external enemies, had taken, pofleffion
of them in place of fear, fations and parties took
occafion to revive their enmities, and to {tudy to
offend, provoke, and injure one another. . Haw-
ing learnt in Stena the milchief which had been
done i(‘he country by the fugitives, now become
exiles,® {trong force was fent out, of German
troops as well as the milita, both cavalry and in-
fantry, when after an obftinate engagement, and
many {lain on both fides, among whom were {éve-
ral perfons of confequence, the exiles were de-
feated by fuperior numbers, and the difcipline of
the German troops. ‘This was in 1262. The hif-
tory proceeds with accounts of rebellions and fub -
miffions of one and another of their mountains,
Callles, feigniories, and other little dependencies,

and
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and of the perfecurions their exiles and the
Guelphs ; and all things in this period are done in
the name of the commons of Siena, till the year
1266, when many ill humours began to appear
again in the city ; and by the accidents which had
occurred, fo great a change had been produced in
the minds of the multitude, that it appeared to
the major part of thofe concerned in the adminif-
tration, that, for the univerfal fatisfa&tion, it was
become necefiary to re-ordain the government in
a new form. To this end fixty citizens were
eleCted ; but by whom ? Not by the people, or ci-
tizens at large, nor by a convention of their de-
puties, the only legitimate expedient for framing
a new conftirurion, but by the general council.
Into this number of fixty were eleted, in confu-
fion, both grande® (for fo the nobles were now
called) and popular men, with authority to reform
the city, with new orders, by which they were to
introduce vniverfal peace and tranquiliity among
the citizens. But a contrary effeft was produced ;
becaufe, as the fixcy let feveral months pafs, after
they began to aflemble, before they publithed
their refult, the popular party conjectured that they
had made fome provifion in favour of the nobles,
to their prejudice and damage, and accordingly
rofe with aftonithing noife and tumult ; ggd rufb-
ing impetuoufly in arms to the palace of* the bi-
fhopric, where the fixty were now congregated,
and fetring fire to the gate, confirained them 10
renounce their magifiracy ; from whence, return-
ing privately to their houfes, many, both of the
popular citizens and of the nobles, through fear
went out of the city.  Orthers, taking arms, ¢n-
deavoured to defend the public honour and theif
own ; among whom were many of the houfes o

FTolomei, Salembeni, Piccolomini, Accarigl, &'1"
: oLher
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other families, who combating in a variety of
places, after having doae and fuffered great da-
mage, with the death of many perfons of every
party, and not being any longer able to refift
fo great a multitude, were forced ‘to depart
from Siena, together with M. Inghirano, cap-
tain of the people, who in this - conteft had
fhewn himfelf favourable to the magiftracy of
the fixty. As foon as they had departed they
were declared rebels and enemies of their'coun-
try, their eftates were confifcated, and the palaces
of Tolomei demolifhed, as well as another of Pic-
colomini, and the towers of the fons of Salem-
beni, and the houfes of Accarigi. The mafter
workman of all thefe ruins was gne M. Lutterio,
who is named ‘without a furname ; and another,
named Ferrucio, was fent as a commiflary t6 Cam-
Priano, to demolifh the palace of Tolomei, and
Rimbaldi, &c. Inthis new fedition, excited by
the multitude againft the magiftrates of the fixty,
if it was nor properly a quarrel between Guelphs
and Ghibellines, nor cntirely between the nobles
and the people,* it applied itfelf however to thofe
who had before been driven from the city, and
they united with the exiles of the Guelphs party,
who, incited by the favour which by the viltory
of king Charles they appeared to fhare, and unit-
ing wicth the Orvietanians, and the counts ﬁ-
brandefchi, did infinite damage in the dominions
of Siena, and in a few days made themfelves maf-
ters of the lands of Montepulciano, ef Torrita,

Ienzano, Cerreto, and many other places, which
rebelling againft the city, furrendered to its exiles.
The greater part of Tufcany, by thefe and fimilar
divifions, ftood in' conftant troubles and dangers,
Moved by this confideration, the citizens of Siena
who held the government, defirous of re-uniting

an
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and reconcﬂmg their exiles, that they maght pre-
ferve the ftate from ftill greater confufions, fent
ambaﬁ"aders of the Ghibelline party, one of whom
~was the bifhop of Siena, to Rome, to the pope
Clement the Fourth, praying his ioterpofition to
conclude a peace between theim, their exiles and
confederates. The pope accepted the office of
mediator, and a peace was_concluded Auguft 2,
1266, and confirmed by the mountains, fczgmorzes,
cx;les, and people, with prc{nlfes of mutual for-
givenels. New conneftions were formed with
Charles of Anjou, king of Naples, and frefh wars
engaged in, which ke‘x the minds of the citizens
‘employed, though the Siencfe and the Ghibel-
line caufe met with defeats and difafters, which
reduced it fo low; thar Siena was left alone to fup-
port it. ‘This adverfity, however, had one good
effect : on the 15th of Auvguft, 1270, it produced
a peace between the Gae}pks and Ghibellines in
Siena: and the twenty-four magzﬁra*es, ~with
:wclvc buonhomini of the commons, mest:ng 11
“one aflembly, agreed, that the governmentin fu-
fure thould be a.dm iniftered by, %g{tv-ﬁ:{ rnag:f
trates, of nobles and commons in_equal portions,
with ‘the rtle of The Thirty-fix Governors of
the City and Commumty o% iena. . I his was fol-
lowed by a2 league with Florence, ander the au-
pices of Charles, king of Naples. The partyof
the Guelphs was now fo powerful, and the Ghi-
b‘-mnes fo depréfled, that the Sienefe, who, like
all other pedple under governments fo con{htutcd
with parties nearly equal in numbers, wealch, and
merit, withour any mediator betwecn them, ftood
always on the brink of fedition, turned the fcale
rather in favour of the Guelphs; and thefe, as foon
as they felt their power, rofe upon the Ghibellines,

and drove them out of the city. Underﬁand;]ﬂg
| : - that
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that king Charles was at Viterbo, they fent am-
baffadors to congratulate him on the happy fues
cefs of affairs in Tufcany, who prefented him with
four thoufand five hundred golden florins in be-
half of the republic, the Guelphs being defirous,
upon this their firft appearance in power, to thew
their gratrtude ; and a diet of Guelph ambaiffadors
was foon held in the caftle of Florence. The Sie-
nefe Ghibellines in exile were neverthelefs trouble-
fome, appearing in many places in arms, and ra-
vaging the country, till the Guelphs marched out,

jotec

fought, and routed them. When this was done,

they in their turn took vengeance, by demolifth-
ing the caftles and towers of the Ghibellines, both
in the city and country. In 1272 the pope Gre-
gory Tenth again interpofed his medjation, and
obrained the reftoration of the Ghibellines both in
Siena and Florence ; and the ftipulation, promif-
ing them proteétion, was ratified by the college of
thirty-fix governors of the city and commons of
Siena. But the minority is never happy : indeed,
they are always opprefled by the majority, where
there is not a feparate executive, and an indepen-
dent judicial, whofe intereft as well as duty it is
to be impartial between them. In a littde time
the Ghibellines, who were returned to Siena, found
by experience the truch of this obfervation. They
found, that they had not the fame privileges* with
others, nor the fame chance for honours, nor the
fame fecurity of their reputations, as whenformerly
they had fhared the government with the Guelphs.
Living in little credit, and having fmall hopes of
any change in their favour, and knowing that they

* Tanto fu fempre piu potente, il favor, che 1a Giuflitia,
aclle cittd partiali, com’ & ftata quafi fempre 1a citta di Siena.
Malavolti, 1ib. iii, 29 Part. p. 44.
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~had no fecunty o Alimit property, liberty, or lives,

but in the mercy of the major pare, they returned
into the country of Siena, and joining with the
Ghibelline exiles from Bologna, renewed the old

troubles, and the ufual party rage. ‘They raifed

forces, excited rebellions, and formed alliances
with_little territories and feigniories, till they were
able to meet a party of the army fent out againft
them in 1277, defeated them at Pari, took many
prifoners, among whom was ‘Ridolphi, the cap-
tain, whom they beheaded. The news of this
{kirmifh and dcfeat threw the Sienefe army into
fuch a fudden panic, that they betook themfelves
to flight, without having feea their enemy, and
without any military order returned to the city.
Such an excefs of umidity, fuch an infamous
cowardice, though it is not unprecedented nor un-
common even among the braveft troops, could
not fail to occafion crrcat indignation in Siena.
When the multitude confidered how eafily the
enemy might, if they fhould have the refoluuon
‘to follow their advantage, enter the city itfelf, and

~ join their partifans there, they rofe in a tumui,

and ran wich great fury to the defence of the gates,
and ftood in arms all dhe reft of that day and the
following night. In the morning, finding that
the enemy had lefs ardour ro follow than therr
awn army,to fly, they laid down their arms; but
‘went about the fireets of the citv, difcourfing in
much ill humour, that the divifions of the nobles
might very ealily prove the ruin of their country,
if fome remedy was not difcovered ; and they de-
clarcd, that they would not any longer be difturbed
by exiles, nor compelled by the difcords among
the gentlemen to be for ever in war, and in danger

~of lofing their lives and their property ; and it

appeared to them, that for the comimon cranquil-
hl’}:

i
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lity, a peace ought to be concluded, as propofed

by the pope’s legate, who had been ient to recom-
mend a reconciliation between the people of Tuil-
cany. - The Sienefe of the Guelph party, who go-
verned the city, influenced by thefe murmurs,
the legates exhortations, and a wearinefs of civil
war, which held them in continual agitation and
danger both in their public and private affairs,
agreed at lalt, in 1279, to a peace with their exiles,
who, without any further noife of arms, and to the
univerfal fatisfaction of all parties, were reftored
to their country. and their honours, under the po-
defterate, or, as they chofe to call i, the fignory
of Matthew de Maggi of Brefcia.

In the next year, 1280, in the podefterate of
Alberigo Signoregi of Bologna, by the fury of
the people, inftigated by the Guelphs, were burnt
~and demolifhed the palaces of the Incontii, a con-
vulfion which originated in the ufual fource, the

divifions and enmities among the gentlemen, and:

produced the ufual effeét, an idle and ulelefs at-
tempt to reform the g&8vernment, by reftraining
the power to fewer hands, with dividing and fepa-
rating it into its natural departments. The thirty-
fix magiftrates were now reduced to fifteen, as if
the number of members, not the nature of their
power, had done the mifchief; and it was ordained

3°5

1279.

1280.

that no gentleman could be of the number of fif- .

teen, but all muft be popular men, as if noble
demagogues and popular demagogues were not
all equally abfurd, ambitious, proud, and tyranni-
cal, when they have no neceflity to be wife, mo-
deft, humble, and equirable.. This decree was as
tyrannical as any that can be conceived ; for if ic
were admitted that a defcent from a line of bene-
faCtors to their country was no merit, nor any ar-
gument for employing a citizen in public offices,

\ -5 _ furely
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furely it is no demerit, nor Any argument for ex-
cluding him. The reafon affigned for it was, that
the pride of the nobility increafed and accumulat-
ed by their bearing the public authority, and
that they ought not to have the power to make
their pride and arbitrary difpofitions more into-
ierable, nor by their divifions among themfelves to
difturb {fo frequently the public peace and quiet of
the other citizens, as they had done in times paft;
as if the pride of new men were not equally, or

- even more exalted by power, their difpofitions apt

to become more arbitrary, and their divifions even
more untraétable and furious, which is the certain
truth of faét. Thefe fifteen new magiftrates were
called The Governors and Defenders of the Com-
mons and Pcople of Siena; but by this arbitrary
inftiturion they neither quieted nor united the
exalperated minds of the nobles, who, without
confideringthedamage which, in the divided fitua-
tion of their principles, opinions, and affe&ions,
would refult not only to_themfelves, but to the
whole city, which, l::usiné,h equally divided, was
weakened to fuch a degree, that malignant hu-
mours and Iirreparable amimofities muit be ge-
nerated from freth hatreds and revenge, feeing
that the exaltation of the popular faétion, patro-.
nifed as it was by the fupreme magiftrate, would
prove their depreffion, they proceeded in a few
months to arms and war between the Guelphs and
Ghibellines. Par: of the multitude took fide with
the Guelphs, while the reft remained neuter; and
many of the faction of Ghibellines were driven
out of the city, at the head of whom was M. Nic-

" colo Buonfignori, a man of great reputation, and

for his valour ia great credit with the foldiers and
princes of thofe times. His fame had procured

himm many followers of the Ghibelline fa&ion d.
an
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and having received information that the Ghibel-
lines, who, after his departure, had remained in
Siena, were,grievoully opprefled by Orfini, the po-~
defta of that city, he withed to deliver them from
fuch injuftice, and vindicate their caufe. By the
favour of the count of Santa Fiore, from whom

he had no fmall number of men, he approached”

one night to one of the gates, at which were ai-
fembled a concourfe of Ghibellines, in Siena, with
whom he held a correfpondence, and had formed a
fecret concert; and having{uddenly made a breach,
he entered the city with his people, guided by fe-
veral citizens, with whofe affiftance he fought all
night, and the next day; but was driven out again,
together with the fuccours of Spaniards which
had been fent them the fame night by the duke of
Florence. The battle upon this occafion between
the parties was general, for the bells of the com-
mons, which were upon the tower of Mignanelli,
had rung to arms, and the people had very gene-
rally rifen. Danger was affronted on all fides, and
the battle was furious. Although the Ghibellines
had by force of arms made their way to the mar-
ket, the Guelphs put them to flight, maflacreing
‘many, and making many prifoners, leaving among,
the dead M. Jacomo Fortegucrri, who was one of
the heads of the fa&tion. Niccolo found himfelf fur-
rounded with a hoft of his enemies ; but, although
on horfeback, he retreated, defending himfelf with
that fierce intrepidity that fo commeonly appears
in civil wars, and went out of the city through the
jame gate, accompanied by great numbers of the
nobles of Ghibelline houfes, as the Forreguerri,
Paliarefi, Salvani, Ugurgieri, Ragnoni,and others,.
who would not remain in the power of an enrag-
ed enemy, and retired to the territory of Rigo-
magno. This was on the 15th of July, 1281.

U3 ¢
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Matthew Orfini, the Roman, being podefia,
was afterwards iefit by the magiftrates of Siena,
the fifteen governors and defenders of the ‘com-
mons and people of Siena, with an army compofed
of the men of the third of San Martino, and other
people commanded from other thirds, to attack
the Ghibellines in Rigomagno. Here the exiles
had fortified themielves, and when attacked, as
they had expected, defended their fironghold with
great bravery; but at length were forced to eva-
cuate 1t, and leavé the ground to the Guelphs,
who having, at the expence of much {laughter on
both fi deb, got pofleflion of it, raled the walls,
and cut off the head of Neri di Belmonte, a cap-
tain of the Ghibellines, whom they had taken pri-
foner, in retaliation for a fimilar feverity commit-
ted by them on Ridolio della Treguena, a few
years before, when thcy defeated the Glreiphs a
Pari.

In 1282 the count Sllvatrco di Conti Guidi was
podefta, and the Sienefe, the other - cattles of
their ftate being intimidated by the examples
made at Rigomagno, fent them orders not to re-
ce ve the cxxles, nor any other Ghibellines; but to

refift them in arms, to demolith the walls ﬂfMonte

Fallonica, thofe of St. Agnolo in Colle, and thofe
of Monticiano, in which territories M. Niccolo
Buonfignori had arrempred to make a ftand, and
from which he made a predatory war upon Siena,
for feveral months, with feveral exiles from that
city and other places. Mirtin the Fourth, a
Frenchman, fucceeded to the pontificate, and by
his favour king Charles regained his former eredit
In the citles of Tufcany, and was reftored to the
dignity of fenator of Rome, to the infinite diffa-
tisfaction of the Ghibeliine party, who upon this
occafion wére wholly deprived of any fhare in the

government by the trmmphant Guelphs, both in
Siena,
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Siena, and in many other cities; and this is ever
the object of a prevalent fa&ion, or a decided ma-
jority,. to monopelize the whole government to
themfielves, by the total exclufion of the minority ;
and when poflefifed of the whole legiflative, exe-
cutive, and judicial power, they drive into exile,
confifcate, behead, and opprefs, in every way, with-
out controul. The Sicilians broke out in rebel-
lion againft Charles, and while his forces were em-
ployed in attempting to reduce them, the Siencfe
of the Guelph party, who governed the republic,
to prevent their Ghibelline exiles and rebels from
attempting fome innovartion, by taking advantage
of the revolution in Sicily acramﬁ kmor Charles,

the head and proteétor of the Guclphs, fent a

new army into the country to perfecute and plun-
der the Ghibellines ; and this year the fifteen go-
vernors and defenders of the people and commons
of Siena, the confuls of the merchants, the confuls
of the manufaturers in wool, the feigniors of the
other arts, the feigniors gonfaloniers of the compa-
nies, and the captains 0? he country, were all con-
gregated together with the podefta in the general
council, and a treaty made with Ranileri dc Conti
D’E]Cl, and feveral other lords. A war continued
between Charles, and Peter, king of Arragon; and
in 1283 Charles died, which again raifed the hopes
of the Ghlbe]lmes, and excited them to arms in
Romagna, and in the territories of Siena, where
. they did infinite mifchief, fometimes approaching
and entering the city itfelf. At laft an army was

raifed, and they were put to flight. If this vigo-

rous exertion had not prevented them, they were
in a fair way of regaining the afcendency in the
city, where great difcontents prevailed; for the
government, 1n 1280, having been placed entirely
in the hands of the popular party, as has been re-

U 4 lated,
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lated, the gentlemen could not with quiet minds
fubmit to it; and although, by the divifions among
them into Guelphs and Ghibellines,they were dif-
united among themfelves, it was much feared
by the ruling party, rhat when the enemy fhould
approach the city, they would endeavour, by the
affiftance of fome of the popular men (for thefe too
were divided) to make themfelves mafters of fome

art of the ftate, with their arms, although they
had not been able to obtain it by their beans.
The Sienefe, in determining all queftions in their
councils, and among their magiftrates, made ufe of
beans as votes, white ones for the affirmarcive, and
black for the negative. The governing party
knowing that, by the death of Charles, and the
other adverfities which followed it, the party of
the Guelphs was much debilitated, they thought
it necefiary in this year, 1284, to make many new

rovifions for the fecurity of the ftate: among
which, as they could not confide in the multitude,
they thought to reftrain the government to a
finaller number of perions, it appearing to them
that they could more fecurely confide in a few,
whafe virtue being united, would have greater
ftrength than if dilated among many, and that they
might more eafily agree among themfielves, treat
with greater {ecrecy, determine their refolutions,
and decide upon execution for the defence of the
{tate. After long and angry controverfies they
concurred, though with little fausfaction to any
bedy, in one opinion, to fatisfy the nobles, that the
fifteen magiftrates fhould be reduced to nine;
and this was the original of the order of the nine
in Siena: and that they might with more conve-
nience attend upon the public, without being in-
terrupted by their private affairs, it was ordained,

that they fhould continue for two months, conti-
3 nually
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nually affembled in the fame palace, and live at the
expence of therepublic; and it was declared that in
this office, denominated The Nine Governors and
Defenders of the Commons and People of Siena,
although the nobics were to have a part in all the
other magiftracies, no noblemen could be eleéted.
The ftatute fays, < De numero, dominorum no-
vem, velipfius officti officialis non poffit aliquis de
aliquo cafato civitatis Senenfis, nec aliquis nobilis
de civitate, vel jurifdi&tione Senenfi. Domini no-
vem, qui funt, et efle debent defenfores communis
et populi civitatis Senenfis, et diftritus, ac jurif-
dictionis ejufdem, fint et effe debent de mercatori-
-bus, et de numero mercatorum civitatis predictas,
vel de media gente.” The nature of the animal is
no where revealed in ftronger charaéters than in
this curious record, where a governmenc in one
center, and that center a group of merchants,
with unblufhing heads, exclude not only all the
plebeians and loweft clafs of labourers, burall the
artifts, mechanics, and men of the three liberal
profefiions, and all the landholders of the country,
and monopolize all to themfelves, as they would
monopolize a merchandife, or foreftall a market.—
T here appearsa ridiculous variation of the numbers
ofthis magiftracy for many years together, as if they
thought the faults of the government, which every
one felt, were owing to this circumftance; and the
fame ficklenefs appeared in all the other cities of
Italy, parricularly Florence, where the number
of priori were once three, then fix, afterwards
twelve, prefently eight.* This form of govern-
ment was as deteftable to the plebeians as to the

nobles H

* Quare quatuordecim virorum officio, qui mixti ex utro-
Gue genere, civitatem regebant antiquato, priores artiom
€reavere, tres ab initio creatos conftat, poftea fex, inde duo-
decim, mox o&ta, publicis zdibus inclufi, nec aliud quicquam,,

quam
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nobles; and the wars between Genoa and Pifza;
and the expeditions againft rebellious lords, and
the death of four princes in this year, 1285;
Charles, Philip, Peterj¢and Martin the pope;
could not prevent the Ghibellines, and the com-
mon people, il popole minuto, of Siena fromy
uniting againft the nine; for, on the fuecceffion of .
Honorius the Fourth to the papacy in the place
of Martin, and after the death of Charles, his fon
being a prifoner to the Arragonefe, a weaknefs ap-
peared among the Guelphs, and the Ghibclline
exiles of Siena took courage, afiifted by the peo-
ple of Arezzo, to take pofleffion by furprife of a
Sienefe caflle, named Poggio a Sansa Cicilia,
which they fortified : from hence, with troops of
horie, they made continual incurfions and depreda-
tions, not only upon the country of Sicna, bur
other confederated cities of the Guelph party,
until the Sienefe, after a fiege of {ix months unable
to take 1t by force, had reduced it by famine, in
1286. A great number of prifoners were made,

and, after demolifhing the walls, delivered to the
podefta to be punifthed. The people, however,
were fo opprelied by their popular mercantile go-
vernment, and preferred thatof the nobles fo much,
that they took their part, role in eonvuifions, -

joined the Ghibeliines in arms, and with great im-

petuofity ruthed to the palace, and compelled the
nine governors and defendants of the commons and
peopie of Siena, and their podefta, Bartolommeo
de Maggit of Brelcia, to deliver the prifoners into
their hands, to be conduéted to the houle of the
bifhopric, to fave their lives. But no {ooner had
they come out of the palace than the Guelphs, who

qum de republica cogitare jufli funt, et fumpius ex publico
eis prabiti, tempus autem hujus magt&ratus bimefire confti-
tutum eft. Leonardo Aretino. Malavoln, lib., ni. part 1.
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by order of the magiftrates had been fummoned,
and united with the foldiers of the guards and ga-
rifons, a kind of ftanding army maintained for the
defence of the ftate, proceeded to oppofe and affront
the Ghibellines, who with the popolo minute had

excited this fedition, and finding that thefe, think-

ing the prifoners {afe, had begun to difperfe, at-

tacked them with great fury, affaffinating many,
and puttung the reft to flight, recovered the
prifoners, and cut off their heads, to the num-
ber of fixty- five, among whom were {everal prin-
cipal charaéters. ~ Fhe union 6f the plebeians, the

popolo minuto, with the nobles and Ghibellines, -

againft the government of the commons and
Guclphs, i1s not lefs remarkable than the diftinc-
tion eftablithed by their very ritle between the
commons and people. Both are perfeétly natural,
for the popolo graffo can never bear to be mixed
with the popolo minuto, any more than nobles to
be confounded with commons, and the union of the
labourers and mechanics with the nobles, againft

-y

a government of dogmatical merchants, by whom

they were oppreﬁ%d was as natural as that which -

has fo oftén happened of the people with 2 mo-

narch, againft the tyranny of nobles and patri-

cians. ‘The general fenfe of the city upon this
occafion appcars to have been in favour of the
nobles, and their opportunity was loft, mere-
ly by the weaknefs of the human underﬂ:and-—
1ng, which feldom knows how to feize with promp-
titude and decifion the critical moment which
decides fo many great events. The Ghibellines
were not, however, fupprefifed ; they continued to
aflemble in the country, and unite in bodies from
various cities, and commit frequent depredations,
and lay wafte the ccuntry both of Florence and
Sicna. ‘Thefe civil wars continued, without inter-

ruption,
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ruption, between the cities and their exiles, with
various fortune, till 1292, when Siena became fo
weak, and the government fo tyrannical, as te
force thc nobles to fell their lands, houfes, and
caftles, to bear the expence of defending that
government, from which they were o arbitrarily
excluded. Profecuting the war abroad againft the
Ghibellines, and plundering the nobles at home,
they fupprefled both art laft, and began to enter-
tain lofty thoughts; built, at the public expence,
magnificent palaces for the fignori of the com-
mons of Siecna, to give the government mmorg
authority, majefty, and ﬂrcngth and the more
effetually to trample down the pride of the nobi-
lity. To this end, as the ambitious defires of
men are mfat:able, although Siena was at full

eace, and without the leaft fulpicion or appre-
henfion of the Ghibellines, the nine magiftrates,
who had the abfolute power of the city, taking
occafion of the many private enmities and per-
fonal hatreds, which had grown up and were ha-
bitual, and even hereditary, between many noble
fam:hes, ordered that 300 men fhould always
ftand in arms in each third of the city, pretending
to obviate any fcandalous rencounter that might
fuddenly arife between one family and another,
To thefe ftanding guards they gave arms and
enfigns, with orders that, at the ringing of the
bells, they fhould all march to the piazza; and
a complete arrangement of orders were given,
that at the call of the magiftrares they fhiould
be ready to quell the fcandals and quarrels which,
to the great danger of the public as well as pri-
vate perfons, they faid arofe from the difcords of
the gentlemen : and o prevent the gentlemen in
fuch cafes fromy» moving on horfeback, or other-

wife, they placed art the “head of every. ﬂ:rcet, and
even
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even at every corner, an enormous iron chain, to
be drawn upon occafion acrofs the ftreer, and
prevent their paffage. Under this colour of pre-
venting diforders and tumults, to be occafioned
by the difcords among the noble houfes, the po-
pular party were thus armed, without contradic-
tion, not fo much to prevent the pretended dif-
orders, as to fecure themfelves from any attempt
of the nobles, if ever they fhould unite among
themfelves to reinftate themfielves in their digni-
ties, and obtain a reftoration to that fhare in the
government which was their undoubted righe;
for the confciences of thefe mercantile dema-
gogues muft have taught them, that if the nobles
had no more, they had at leaft an equal right
with themfelves, or any others, to participate in
government ; and thus thofe public arms, which
had been provided by their anceftors for the con-
fervation of their country and their liberties, were
now moft infolently converted into the weapons
of civil war, and turned by the cunning of one
party againft the rights of another: and whether
this plague of the city of Siena, and all the other
republics of Italy, was produced by the natural
pride of the nobility impatiently borne by ghe
people, or by the immoderate jealouly and envy
of the people, or whether by both together, it
was not the lefs fatal to all the Tufcan republics,
by conduéting them to that deftruction, to which
all republics have been devoted when fubjefled to
any government in one center, whether that cen-
ter be the unbridled licentioufnefs of the multi-
tude, or the ambitious and avaricious difcords of
the few. The nobles were at this period perfe-
cuted, not only in Siena, but in all the other
cities of Tufcany, and deprived of all fhare in
government; and thofe whoe were in power held

in
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in fuch deteftation the very name of nobility,
that, thinking the judgements of others would
follow their paflicns and prejudices, they ordained
by public laws, that fuch as would formally and
folemnly renounce their nobility, and declare that

‘they were no 'gentlemen, fhould become qualified

to be in the government, and to be admitted into
the fupreme magiftracy 5 in fuch coatempt, at this
time, and by thefe men, were held thofe advan-
tages and that charater, which in other places
have ever been moil ardently defired and fought,

at every hazard of life and fortune, and which
the fons and defcendants of thefe very merchants
have with fo much avidity fince claimed, infifting
on being entitled to the rank and title of nobles
and gentlemen, merely becaufe defcended from ma-

giftrates holding the power of the ftate. . Having

thus excluded all gentlemen from the adminiftra-
tion of the rcpubhc, and extmgm{hed all their
hopes of ever recovering it, thefe tyrants, the
nine magiﬂrates, had thc affurance ro conftitute
a new regimen, which, under the name of a po-
pular government, tended more to the power of
a few, than to the univerfal or even general parti-
cipation of law and right; and this “reftriction to
a few, although it was injurious and oppreflive
to many, 1s {aid to have been more ufeful to the
itate, and of longer duration, than if it had been
parnczpated by many. Perhaps it.is univerfally

" true, that if the whole government muft refide in.

a fingle aflembly, it is more fafe, peaceful, and
durable 1n a few hands than in many, an arif-
tocracy than ademocracy. Having modelled the
government according to their own paffions, in-.
tereft, and conyenience, they proceeded to fub-
due the rebellious: mountains and caftles “in the

12g9. country. It was in this year, 1299, th‘c_houfc of

Auftria
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Auftria had its original, in the elevation of Albert
to the empire.
~ The wars againft-the Turks, and in Sicily and
Flanders, occupied the fpirits in fome degree tall
1302, when the many enmities among the noble
houfes in Siena were renewed with as much bold-
nefs and violence as ever, which occafioned fre-
quent tumults, and continual agitation in the
city ; parties meeting in arms, fometimes upon
one incident and fometimes on anether, and many
of all fides falling victims ta their fury; and,
from the number of clients and adherents to thefe
families, all the orders of government for main-
taining ‘in each third of the city an armed guard
were not fufficient to preferve the peace, and, the
magiftrates feared, would not long be able tc keep
the nebles out of the government : they there-
fore thought it prudent to try another method.
When any quarrel broke out, the nine magiftrates
fent for the heads of thofe families which were en-
gaged in the brawl, and endeavoured to reconcile
them; and in this way they fucceeded, in fome
degree to reconcile the Malavolri and Salembeni,
the Gigli and Squarcialupi, the Piccolomini.and
Pelac:m, the T cgole1 and Malavelti, and many
others. The major part of the Guelph ciries of
T'ufcany, in 1303, were delivered from the dif-
cords and dangers which they had with the Ghi-
bellines, in coni‘equcnce of the victory obtained
over thf:m at Campaldino ; but having nobody to
fight with, as if they were incapable of quict and
impatient of reft, the Guelphs divided themfelves
into two factions, the one called Bianchi, and th
other Neri. This pernicious diftin&ion had ié
beginning in Piftoia, in the family of the Cancel-
lier1, whence, fpreading through many other cities,
it infe€ted the whole province of T ufcany, and

part
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part of Romagna. The city of Siena preferved
itfelf fome time from this venomous-contagion,
though naturally inclined to divifions, chiefly by
the conftant occuparion they already had in their
quarrels between the people and the gentlemen,
which would not allow rime for new contefts.
T his divifion, however, broke out in Florence,
very near them in neighbourhood, where, after
many {kirmifhes in arms, the Bianchi were over-
tome by the Neriy, and expelled from the ity ;
agd all the influence ofthe pope, with his fpiritual
armour, could not reconcile them. The Bianchit

- now in exile, though Guelphs, united with the

Ghibellines, and, affifted by the Aretines and Bo-
lonefe of the fame faction, made an attempt, in
1304, upon Florence ; but femée cavalry, fent from
Siena, put them to flight. The detail of alter-
cations and civil wars, within and without, be-
tween thefe complicated and contradi¢tory mix-
tures of Neri and Bianchi, Guelphs and Ghibel-
lines, nobles and commons, from this time to

#3S9 1309, is~too minute to be related, although there

was no paufc, no interval of quiet. In this year

the quarrels between the nobles, particularly the
families of Tolomet and Salimbeni, arifing merely
from their envy of each other, and their emula-
tions in feafting and entertainments, broke out
anew. Thoughexcluded from government, though

plondered in property, thefe families had ftill ad-

mirers, followers, and adherents amon% the peo-
ple, who made them formidable to the magif-
trates, gave them more influence to weaken the
government, more than they poffibly could have
done with their whole fhare in a well-conftituted
ftate. All the nobles, with all their followers,
who6 were very numerous, became divided by this
privaic quarrel into two parties, as well as the

multitude
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tnultitude of people, their friends and adherents
in the countries, or feigniories in the country.
Wonderful was the jealoufy of thofe in govern-
ment, and their apprehenfions for the fafety of the -
ftate 3 and to fecure it, as they pretended, from all
danger that might arife, to reprefs the témerity
and pride of the feditious, they ordained, that for
every company, in town or country, of forty-two,
fince the nobility were excluded, there thould be
appointed one captain and one gonfalonier, as
there ufed to be anciently, when the city made
their exercifes in the country; that this militia,
whenever any tumult fhould be perceived, and in
all other emergencies, fhould hold their men in
arms ( but none of the nobility were to be admitted .
among them, as they were in former times, when
the companies were of fifty-nine) and in compa-
nies, under the command of the gonfalonier of
the third, march in all hafte to the palace with
their public enfigns, and there receive and obey
the orders which fhould be given them by the
magiftracy of the nine. For the fame purpofe they
ordained three centurions, three commanders of
brigades, and eleven vicariates, each of whom had
his own diftin& enfigns and colours. But this
whole {yltem of forty-two armed companies, their
captains, gonfaloniers, and centurions, formed 7z
appearance for the common f{ervice, and undér co-
tour of fupprefling the feuds of the grandees, the
principals of the party who governed the city
thought to purfue their own inordinate defire of
reducing the government to a fmaller number of
perfons, by means of the public arms, of which,
by this artifice, theygmmade themfelves mafters.
They therefore prohibited not only the noblemen,
but many of thofe popular perfons who had, many
vears before, ennobled themfelves, and acquired
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the name of families, to enjoy the benefit of the
law, which in the beginning of the prefent form
of government had been made, that thofe who
would renounce their nobility, and reduce them-
felves to the popular order, fhould be eapable of
being magiftrates. Taking oeccafion of a lhttle
tumult, on the 26th of May 1310, which they
themfelves excited, they founded the alarm, and
called together at the palace their whele military
force ; and inftead of proceeding to fupprefs riots,
or punifh criminals, it was there declared, by

“thofe citizens who had arrogated to themfelves the

whole government, that thofe families which were
named in writing fhould never be of the number
of popular families, but they and their defcen-
dants, for ever, fhould be underftood to be gran-
dees, and incapable of ferving in the office of the
nine, then the fupreme magiftracy, as all of the
Ghibelline pzrty had been rendered incapable be-
fore : and this praltice was eommon at this pe-
fiod in all the cther cities of Tufcany, as well as
in Siena, whenever the governing party had a mind
to exclude any man from the magiftracy, to make
him a grandee, which is the fame thing as a noble.
Ninety families were admonifhed, as the. phrafe
was, ihat 1s, rendered incapable of the magiftracy,
for being noble, or for being made and declared fo,
a number that comprehended all the families of
any diitin&tion or confideration. Having thus re-
<uced the government to a fmall number, by ex-
cluding every body but themifelves, they became

- wery affiduous in attending the magiftracy, in or-

der to make the moft of g ; and in a thort time
they acquired fo great an Mhority, fo much wealth
and power, that they became formidable not only
to the nobles, but to that part of the people
which was not admitted by them into the govern-
o ‘ e ment,
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meént. Holding down all others, they eﬂabhfhed
their own power in the ftate fo ohgarchlcall)'

that, like other defpots;, they were obeyed by
every one from fear. The Ghibelline exiles;

however, made frequent inroads upon their terri-
tories ; and the difqualified families had fo many
friends, that thefe nine magiftrates were kept in
continual alarms. In 1313 fome of the nobles
appeared to have fo much influence, that the go-
vernment thought it neceflary to re-enact and re-
publith their miliria law, and the law of exclufion
of all the nobles and grandees, depriving them of
all the honours, offices, and privileges of the com-
mons. They fometimes thought themfelves fo
fecure that they might recall their exiles, then
would fuddenly feize and imprifon them ; and
were generally employed in foreign or domeftic
wars, or in quelling fome rebelhon, till 13135,
when a frefh quarrel broke out between the Tolo-
mei and Salimbeni, two nobles families, and pro-
duced tumults and battles in the ﬁrects, in which
much blood was thed, and the city thrown into
fuch confufion, that thc militia, when called ourt,
would not or could not, obey the orders either of
the magiftrates or their own officers. The whole
people took arms, and fided with one party and
another ; fome for government, fome for the To-
lomei, fome for the Salimbeni, till the nine iffued
a proclamation, that, upon penalty of life and for-
tune, both parties (hould appear in their prefence,
before a candle, which they had burning, fhould
be confumed.

Wars and tumults occupied the citizens till
1318, when, upon the difbanding the army at the
peace with the city of Mafla, the troops and the
people in general, who expeéted to have plunder-
ed it, were very difcontented, and two clafles of

X a tradefmen,
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public. Reafons the moft folid and ecogent, as

Siéna.

tradc{'men, the {miths and .the butchers, began a
riot in the city againft their captain, calling him
traitor, and collecting tumultuous bodies of the

mulditude. The captain, finding himfelf in greac

danger, contrived to efcape their fury, in which
he was favoured by fome noblemen, who, by en-
tertaining the people with foft words, compofed
their anger, and as they had neither any head nor
guide, they were eafily perfuaded to go home.
Although this tumult was quieted in appearance,
the minds of the citizens were much altered, and
there was danger of frefh commotions. To avoid
greater inconvenience, {feeing that the greater part
of the plebeians ftood in arms through fear, with
their fhops fhut, to defend themielves from -

nithment, the magiftrates abfolved them from all
penalties incurred by thofe who had been in arms
an the late tumult, and commanded, under griev-
ous penalties, that every one, laying down his
arms, fhould return to his bufinefs. It wonld
have been a notable thing, if, in a faftious city
like Siena, quieted as it was from foreign wars,
new feditions and civil wars had not been fomented
within : but difcontents with the government were
now univerfal. The nobility, the plebeians, and
the middling people, being all excluded from the
government, excepting the nine, were all opprefled
and all provoked. The doftors, as they called
the judges and notaries, were of a rank and cha-
ralter as nearly in the middle between the nobles
and plebeians asany. Thefe, excited by the per-
fuafions ofahe other perfons, and moved by their
own intereft, came forward, and demanded or
petitioned thc nine to be adrmtted into the go-
vernment of the city, and to be declared capable
of ferving in the fupreme magiftracy of the re-

they
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they thought, were urged by them, to fhew that

their pretenfions were but juft and reafonable. It
appeared to the nine fignori, that this petition was
impertinent, and an offence that merited not only
corretion, but a {evere chaftifement ; and havi
reje&ed it with much bitternefs, they declared the
punithment of which thofe thall be adjudged wor-
thy, who, from fuch interefled motives, thould feek
to difturb the civil orders, and interrupt the com-
mon quiet of the city. The do&tors and notaries
they difmifled from their offices, and declared
them incapable of holding any office in the city or
country. This high-fpirited edi&t excited the in-
dignation and defpair of the doc¢tors and notaries,
and they entered into confpiracies with the but-
chers, fmiths, and other plebeians, to aflaffinate
the whole nine, with all their adherents, take pof-
feflion of the palace, make themfelves mafters of
the flate, and appoint one of the Tolomei, who
favoured the enterprize, podefta, another noble-
man captain, a third proconful, and thus to di{-
tribute all the offices of ftate among their leaders
in the confpiracy. With this intention, on the
26th of O&ober, 1318, the conipirators arofe in
a tumule, raifed a loud cry againft the nine, and
demanded, with arms in their hands, a partcipa-
tion in the government ; but they were {foon met
by a large body of cavalry, and three hundred in-
fantry, who were then kept in pay, to be fent to
Genoa in the f{ervice of king Robert, and whom
the nine magiftrates, having fome intimation of
this enterprize, for their {ecurity had ordered out,
not willing to truft their own guards alone, A
furious battle enfued, and much bravery was dif-
played on both fides ; but as the commotion had
been excited by the plebelans themfielves, and was
encouraged but faintly by the nobility, chiefly with
> & a view
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a view to try their firength, the forces of govern+
ment prevailed : yet the plcbexans fuftained the
fhock with more firmnefs than was expeéted ; and,
if they bad been judicious enough to wait till the;
regular troops were gone to Genoa, would have
carried their point, The greater part of the gon-
faloniers, centurions, and captains, concurred with

- the multitude, in defiring to acquire the benefits

of civil hife, and the rights of citizens; but the
magiftrates were favoured by one part of the gen-
tlemen, who were not well pleafed that the go-
vernment of the city fhould be reduced totally
into the hands of the plebeians, and thus obtained
from Florence fome forces, under the command of
Bingeri Rucellai, by whofe affiftance the multi-
rude were finally difperfed, being firt ditheartened
by the non-appearance of their leaders.. Some of
the leaders of the butchers, &c. were beheaded,
and Rucellat rewarded with the enfign of the white
lion, the arms of the people of Siena. When the
tumult was quieted, and the city purged by the
punifhment of the prefent delinquents, the nine
fent fuccours to king Robert at Genoa, and to the
Guelphs at Brefcia, Cremona, and Perugia; and
thus they became employed in all the wars abroad :
but even this was not enough, in 1324, to pre-
vent the feuds between the two noble families, the
Tolomei and Salimbeni, whofe hatreds produced
many murders and affaffinations, many other fingle
combats, befides more general and more fan-
guinary ations between parties of their followers
in the fireets both by nightand by day. 1In 1323
the Guelphs were defeated by Caftruccio Caftra-
cani, fignior of Lucca, near the caftle of Allo-
paicio, in which he made a great flaughter, and
many prifoners and brought both Florence and
Si¢na into imminent danger ;s but this was not

{ufficient
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{fufficient to prevent another tumult, in which the
podeﬂ:a took one part, and the captain another ;
many were infulted, fome flain, and the diforder
not fupprefied wxzhout grievous fines and capital
punifbhments.

In 1326 Walter duke of Athens, vicar of the
duke of Calabria in Florence, came to Siena, and
demanded the {eigniory of that city, in the fame
manner as he had obtained that of Florence. The
demand appeared to the citizens very ftrange,
though they treated him with great magnificence.
They thought it procecded from a very bad prin-
ciple, and worfe intentions, confidering the fincere
and affetionate attachment which they and their
anceftors had ever, with the utmoft veneration,
demonftrated for hxs houfe, and the great and
many tokens of fidelity, which from their a&tions
might be known, towards king Robert, king
Charleb the firft and fecond, and towards all their
conneétions on all occaﬁons and as it appeared
to them, that they were outrageouﬂy infulted, and
by him from whom they leait expected 1, they
fuddenly rofe in a great tumult in arms, and,
drawing the chains acrofs the ftreets, fhut up their
gates, left the Florentines fhould fend a rein-
forcement. They prepared not only for defence,
but, their fufpicions increafing, with all their

forces to attack the lodgings of the duke himfelf

at the bifhop’s palace, and give battle to his peo-
ple. Such a commotion and concourfe of {fo nu-
merous an armed mulntude, under {o many ftand-
ards of their companies and vicariates, demon-
{trating that in this the city was united, and not
divided, as had been reprefented to the duke,
upon the fuppofition of which divifion he had
founded his demand, fpread a terror among his
followers ; s and dcmandmcr to fpeak with the ma-

4 giftrates,
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iftrates, it was agreed, that the requifition of the
duke thould be referred to a fenate; and fuch an
aflembly was accordingly congregated, to the
number of four hundred and eighty fenators, who,
after long debates, having agreed both to the li-
berty of the republic and the honour of the duke,
determined that Charles, duke of Calabria, fhould

- have for five years, and no longer, power to ele&

the podefta of Siena from the number of three,
who fhould be propofed to him by the people of
Siena ; that he fhould not, however, be called po-
defta, but vicar of the duke, on condition that
every vicar, before he fhould take upon him the
office, thould take an oath to obferve the laws and
ftatutes of the city of Siena ; and the citizens well
knowing of how much detriment to cities are di-
vifions and animofities, the duke eafily perfuaded
the Salimbeni and Tolomei to make a truce for
five years. e

In 1328 the nine magiftrates made a cenfus, or
defcription of the families of the city, third by
third, ana there were found eleven thoufand feven
hundred and eleven heads of families in the whole,
nobles, grandees, fubftantial people, and leffer
people, all together. E
- The calamities of famine and peftilence, as
well as war and fedition, which happened in 1329
and 1330, though the magiftracy of nine difco-
vered too much infenfibility, and too little acti-
vity, to relieve the people, we pafs over, as ev'ls
not proceeding immediately from the form of go-
vernment, and too afflifting to humanity to be
related. :

In 1331 a freth affray happened between the
two great families of Salimbeni and Tolomei,
The inveteracy with which ancient and honoured
families take hold of a nation, and become inter-

’ waven
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woven with each other and the whole people, fo
that it is impoflible to get rid of their influence, ap-
pears very ftrongly on this occafion. Though ex-
cluded and robbed, they could not difpute with-
out fetting the whole city to difputing. The
rencounter between two noblemen, in which one
was killed, produced the aflaffination of another,
and the whole city took the part of the one or the
other, and tumults and commotions in arms
threatened univerfal ruin, till the government if-
fued a proclamation againft the two principal ac-
tors, offered rewards for their lives as afiaffins,
and raifed a force to confirm ir, which obliged
them to fly to Ferrara, where they and the other
Tolomei, their defcendants, were long afterwards
known by the nickname of The Afiaflins. But
this could not prevent freth tumults and homicides
In Siena, between the fame families, in 1332 ; nor
others between the Malavolti and Piccolomini, in
1333, which| were renewed in 1334, notwithftand=
ing the employment the city had, through this
whole period, in fareign affairs. In 1335 the
league was renewed between the Guelph cites,
and particularly between Siena and Florence. In
1337 an accommodation was attempted between
the quarrelfome nobles, but without much ef-
fect ; but in 1342 their ungovernable paffions broke
out again in homicides and general tumults.

In 1343 the duke of Athens attemptred to pro-
mote his own ambitious views of obtaining the
{fovereignty of Siena, by pretending to mediate
between the nobles and the nine, and to reconcile
them with each other ; but his difiimulation was
not profound enough to deceive either party.
In this year there were three confpiracies at
once againft the duke of Athens at Florence, and
the government of Siena fent ambafladors to his

affikance ;
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afliftance ; but the people in their fury had com-~
mitted great diforders and many homicides, and
finally befieged the duke in his palace for a ume,
and ihen drove him out of the city : after which,
by the advice of the Sienefe ambafladors, they
reformed their government, inftituring eight priori,
four of them noble and four popular; but this
form was {oon demolifhed, and the government
became as popular as ,tha_.t of Siena ufelf ; the
nobles were excluded,; and tempted to renounce
their .nobility, in the fame manner, and with the

{fame whimfical, odious, and vicious effeéts.
¥344- In 1344 the counts of Santa Fiore, and the
3346. vifconti de Campiglia, were made citizens of Sie-
% na, and fubjetted their lands to the republic, In
the year 1 34.6 another memorable commotion
happened. Such is the nature of the people, that,
ever defirous of feeing new things, they hold fre-
quently 1n contempt thofe that are prefent: go-
werned more by their wills than their prudence,
and excited by vain hopes and immoderate defires,
they are too often eafily ffimulated to enterprifes,
which, if regarded with an eye of reafon, would
be found impradiicable, The government of the
nine, by rthe length of ume, by their arbitrary
exclufions, and by their more arbitrary refirition
to fo fmall a number, were grown fo odious, not
only to the nobles, but to a great part of the ‘mul-
zitudey that neither could patient}y bear that a
few popular men thould enjoy every thing, and be
mafters of all men, when it appeared to them
that others had more meritc. From converfations
and confultations they proceeded to a&ion, and
many popular men having affociated under Spinel-
loccio Tolomei, they rofe in a mighty tumult
There 1s no room to doubt that they would have
rifen long before, and not have {uffered fuch a
1 government
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government to ftand a month; for indeed to be
crected at all, if the Tolomei and Salimbeni, the
Malavolti and Piccolomini, could have agreed
who fhould be the leader. The divifions of the
nobles among themf{elves had alone loft them the
government, and prevented their recovering it.
The people in thofe days, and in that city, were
utterly incapable of planning or executing any en-
terprize whatever. A noify uproar of ‘¢ Awa
with the Nine !”# ran through the city ; but the
infurgents not having been able to force thé pa-
lace, and having in vain attempted to enter {feve-
ral houfes of the nine magiftrates, which were
well guarded, fome of them entered the houfe of
Berto di Lotto, where there happened to be an
entertainment, and found John Fofcherani, one of
the princtpal men in the government. Him, with
his fon, who exerted himfelf nobly in defence of
his father, they aflaffinated. The perpetrators of
this murder, intimidated with the apprehenfion of
punifhment for what they had done, and perhaps
made cowards by remorfe of confcience, ruthed
out of the houfe, and committed themfelves to
flight for fafety ; the reft retired to the houfes of
the heads of the confpiracy, thinking to affemble
a greater number of their partifans, and again to
try their fortune. This attempt, however ill-di-
gefted and unfuccefsful, excited a terror in the
magiftrates, perceiving that a part of the nobility
had concurred in it, and fearing they had not force
fufficient to fupprefs it. They found means, how-
elver, to-defend themfelves, bya ftrong guard, in
the

rence,and other places in alliance with them, which
¢nabled them to apprehend the canfpirators, by

* Muoiano 1 Nove,
means

palace, till they received afliftance from Flo- '
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means of the captain of war, many of whom were
beheaded, and others declared rebels ; after which
they entered into a new league with the popular
government of Florence, for mutnal fupport
again{t fuch infurre&ions. This convention was
concluded between the {yndics of the commons
of Florence, and the {yndics of the commons
of Siena, each party obliging itfelf to aid,
favour, and f{upport, with their councils and
arms, the other, and in every way to operate for
the confervarion and maintenance of the peace be-
tween them, and the internal tranquillity of each,
under the office of the fignori, priori of the arts,
and the gonfalonier of juftice in Florence, and that
of the fignort of the nine governors and defen-
ders of the commons and people of Siena, decla-
ing that whatever confpiracy or infurrection fhould
be made againft the magifirates or government of
either city, thould be underftood to be made againft
the other, and its whole force exerted for the de-
ftruttion of the confpirators. In 1348 another
confederation was formed i1n Siena between the cr-
ties of Florence, Siena, Arezzo, and Perugia, and
a large army raifed by them; and in 1352 ano-
ther againft the Vifconti. In 1354, being at peace,
and withour much apprehenfion of any foreign
war, there did not fail to arife in Siena perfons
-who fpent their ime in exciting new difcontents
as well as fomenting old humors, which they
hoped would {oon arife to feditions and civil war;
for thofe who, with the authority of the ning
had fo long governed the ciry, had acquired, toge-
ther with great power and immenfe riches, much
envy among their fellow citizens. 7This envy
and refentment had, upon many occafions, given
birth to confpiracies and various enterprifes for

wrefiing the authority aqut of their hands; and
although |
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although they had defended themfelves, and pu=
nifhed the principal delinquents, they had never
been able to eradicate the feeds of fedition fo ef-
fectually, but that many remains of it were left in
the minds of therr adherents, which went on con-
tinually increafing by time, till the magiftrates
were f{ertoufly apprehenfive that the little people
would attach themfelves to Charles the emperor,
and by his affiftance depofe themm. Defirous of
prepoflefling themfelves of his favour, and moved
by the perfuafions of one of the Salimbeni, whom,
on account of his enmity to many of the noble
houfes, they had taken into their confidence, they
fent ambafladors to Charles, to offer him the obe-
dience of the city ; and, fo ill a counfellor is fear,
the majority, muchagainft the judgement of many
of their colleagues, were for fubmitting freely,
without any exception, or making any conditions,
hoping by his affiftance, or at lealt withourt offence
to him, or oppofition from him, to re-eftablifh their
authority ; not confidering, that having always been
Guelphs, and by fo many offences provoked the
palt emperors, particularly Henry the Seventh
his grandfather, it would be impoffible for him to
judge whether they fubmitted from fear or necef-~
fity, or to confide in their fidelity. But the hour
was come when this form of government muft be
changed into another. Charles having in all ap-
pearance benignly accepted the offer, diffimulating
his intentions, came to Siena ; and foon after his
arrival the little people, il popolo minuto, by
Charles’s orders, and guided by the Tolomei,
Malavolti, Piccolomini, Saraceni, and even fome
of the Salimbeni, with a great and univerfal com-
motion of the whole city, rofe and drove out of
the public palace the nine magifirates, not with-
out roberies and murders committed by the rab-

ble,
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ble, who burnt the cafkets and boxes in which wer#
kept the ballots of the nine magiftrates, which
every two months were drawn, one by each ma-
giftrate; for two months to come. Charles, by
whofe confent and orders this novelty had been
committed, gave a commiffion to twenty citizens;
twelve popular and eight noble; to think of a new
plan of government. The twenty elected for this
purpofe, in three days, ordained thata new magif-
tracy thould be inftituted of twelve popular mem-
bers, and intitled The Twelve Signori, governors
and adminiftrators of the commonwealth of Siena,
to be eleCted four from each third of the city, and,
as the nine had done, to refide in the palace art
the public expence, and to be changed every two
months, with full authority in every ref] pe& to ads
minifter the government of the republic, in com-
pany, inallcheir deliberations, with twelve noble-
men, four for each third, who might inhabit in the
city in their own houfes, without being obliged to
live 1n the palace, except when they fhould be
{fummoned to affemble with the twelve fignori for
the public fervice, and difpatch of bufinefs, asit
fhould occur; and this numbcr of noblemen were
called the College, without whom the fignori could
not come to any refolution, or enter on any delibe-
ration relative to the government of the city. A
council, moreover, of four hundred citizens was or-
dained, one hundred and fifty of whom were to be
nob}es, and two hundred ::md fifty populars (of
thofe however who had not been of the office of
the nine) who were to be elefted and changed
every fix months, and this was called the General
Council. Theemperor, Charles the Fourth, after
he had taken the crown, returned from Rome, and
remained {fome days at S:e::a, where, finding little

'good underflanding between the penple and the

nobility,
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niobility,; he took occafion from their difcords t8
attempt to make himfelf mafter of the city and the
{tate, and to inveftit in the patnarch of Aquilea,
his natural brother. Yo this end he courted the
people, making many demonfirations of benevo-
lence, with many favours which he did them ia
public and privare, and he operated upon them io
that they were content to give him the {overcign-
ty, and put him in poffeffion of the fortrefies;
and in this manner the patriarch, baving taken the
government.of the city, the twelve fignort and
the noble college finifhed their office. The em-
peror, felicirating himfelf that he had provided his

brother with a beautiful deminion, took leave of

Siena, and went to Pifa; there, enteringintone-
gociations to make himfelf mafter, as he had done

at Siena, he met with fome difficalues, which foon

multiplied upon him, in confequence of the no-
velties which fprung up in Siena : where one party
of the citizéns, not able to {fupport the {fovereignty
of the patriarch, which trampled down the nobles
and firlt populars, and ftudioufly ftrove to aggran-
dize the minute people and the mulditude, upon
whom he juftly thought his greatnefs depended,
arofe in arms, clofed the gates of the city, and de-
manded that the magiftrates of the fignori of the
twelve governors and adminiftrators thould return
and refide in the palace, and, together with the col-
lege, re-aflumethe governmentoftherepublic; and
that the chains which ufed to be drawn acrofs the
ftreets, which on the entrance of the emperor had
been taken away, fhould be replaced. Three days
the city {iood under arms before they obtainéed of
the patriarch their demand.- At length the magii-
trates were re-inftated, and the chains replaced. A
hew rumour was then {pread in the city concera-

ing certain ftrangers, who had been taken up, whe,
ic
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it was reported, came for the fervice of fome
noblemen. The lictle people, from jealoufy of
ftate, and f{ufpicion of plots and machinations,
would have them hanged ; but the nobility, with
many of the # greater people, defended them.
Upon thefe occafions there was no adequate mode
of deciding -fuch queftions but by arms; to thefe
they accordingly reforted, and the twelve fignori
fent to Pifa to demand aid from the emperor, who
was found in great perplexity ; and fearing that, by
the inconftancy of the people, the patriarch might
meet with {ome fatal accident, he anfwered, thar,
upon condition they would confult his brother’s
fafety, they might model their governgaent as they
fhould think proper ; that he would not take any
part in it, as he bhad no particular knowledge of
their difputes. The prifoners were therefore only
confined, and the patniarch voluntarily renounced
the fovereignty to the twelve magiftrates, who
were already returned to the palace, and the day
following reftored the fortrefles, and joined the
emperor in Pifa, leaving the city and ftate free,
and the government, which he had held for a few
days, in the hands of thofe magiftrates from whom
he received it. In this manner came to.an end
the government of the nine, who with fo much
2233. temerity, from 1283, when this form had its be-
ginning, under the protection of the king of
Naples, and the union of the Guelph cities in
Tufcany, had governed, and, it muft be owned,
aggrandized the republic ; and thofe popular men
who had been of the nine were not only deprived,
with all their defcendants, of the capacity of being
in the government of the twelve, but it was by 2
_ lJaw enalted, that in the volume of the ftatutes

* Molti de maggiori populari. .
: the
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the nine fhould be erafed, and the word twelve
written in its place, in fuch abhortence were they
now held by all men. Thefe decrees of the new
government, It 1s true, were as arbitrary as any of
the formeér; but the whole hiftory of this republi¢
is but a f{eries of changes, from one unbalanced
party to another. The citizens who had held the
laft government were nicknamed the nine; and
this name defcended by inheritance to their pof-
terity, and gave rife to the order of the nine, and

became the principal of thofe divifions which -

went on increafing among the people of this city;
and became fo fanguinary as to make them forget
the diftin&ions of QGuelphs and Ghibellines,
nobles and populars; for the government of the
republic was afterwards again reduced wholly into
the hands of the people, and again reftrained to
a few, the defiré conftantly increafing in the po-
pular multrude, firft to participate, then to mono-
poliZe the whole, as it afterwards happened in the
creation of the twelve, who became eligible ex-
clufively by the litctle people.

The emperor foon returned to Germany, and
the Sienefe {oon found their new {yftem as defetive
as the former. The whole government was {till
in one affembly, and though the nobles were lefs
than half of it, they appeared to have the whole
power, as they always will when mixed with the
commons. The noblemen proceeded in their
offices too arbitrarily ; the {plendor of their birth
and riches, accompanied with the public autho-
rity, acquired them too much credit, too im-

pofing aninfluence, and, in their ufual ftrain, ac-

cording to the lofty pride of their natures, thc(y
muft needs govern all things. In order to dif-
charge the duties of their offices, by exerting their
authority, for the honour and utility of the ftate,
in defending its dominion, as well as to fatisfy

Yor, Il x their
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their own ambition, they had laid their hands
upon the public arms. ln the depofition of the
nine, the {ubje&s of the ftate, fecing fo great an
alteration in the city, and that thofe who had
been ufed to command were deprived of all
power, and with fo much cruelty and raneour per-

-{ecuted by the other citizens, thought that by fuch

divifions the public muit be too mueh weakened
to defend the city, much lefs the dominion ; and
embracing this opportunity, Grofetto, Mafia,
Montalcino, Montepulciano, Calole, and other
tands in the jurifdi¢tion of Siena, had refufed
obedience to the magiflrates of the city, and

to the partriarch, for the few days that he held

the fovereignty. ‘The new government, and
elpecially the nobles, were very zealous to fend
out forces to fupprefs thefe rebellions, who fuc-
ceeded againft Mafla ; but the inhabitants of

. Montepulciano attempted to practile a deceit :

they fent a falle letter to the twelve, promifing
fubmiffion, i1n order to amufe them, while they
were in reality carrying on their military opera-
tions. This letter was delivered to the fignori of

thetwelve, who, without calling in the coliege of

the twelve, as, according to the conftitution, they
ought to have done, opened and read it, and per-
ceiving, by many manifeftcircumitances, theimpo-
fition, they hanged up in the ptazza him who had
brought the letter. The multitude were collected
together by this execution, and the nobles were
much exafperated that the letter had been opened,
and fuch bufinefs done without their knowledge,
and countrary to order. The popular leaders of
ihe day took occafion of this commotion to ac-
complith their own defires, fallied out with a
great noife of arms, put themfelves at the head
of the mob, went to the houfes of many noble-
men and of the nine, with intention to put all to

' pillage,
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pillage, and force the noblemen to renounce the
magiftracy of the college, and would have pro-
ceeded to infamous lengths, if the graveft and
moft moderate citizens had not appeared and
perfuaded the nobles to obviate all inconveni-
encies by renouncing the government, in which
they had difcovered the beft and fincereft inten-
tions towards their country, and not more arbitrary
difpofitions than the popular men.* The council
next day ordered, that three noblemen only, one

for each third, fhould be admitted into the go-

vernment, with the title of The Three Defenders ;
but thefe in a few days were depofed. That fimi-
lar tumalrs might not bappen every hour, and
throw all things into confufion, they concluded
to give an head to the twelve magiftrates, and the

public arms, by whofe orders alone the gonfalo-

niers, captains of companies, and centurions, were
to move. Inftead of a captain of the people,
whom they ufed to ele€t among foreigners every
fix months, they ordained that fome citizen . of
Siena fhould be eleted every two months; that
he fhould bea popular man, and one of the twelve
adminiftrators and governors, at whofe delibera-
tions he fhould be prefent asa member. The cap-
tain was afterwards commonly ele&ted in addition
to the number of twelve. The government thus
organized, they proceeded againit the rebels.

- Before the end of the fame year, 1355, the plot
of Gano, di Benedetto Macellaro, and his friends,

was difcovered. Thefe were the principal heads

of the plebeians, the little people, that very fac-
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tion that governed the city. Confidering that, by

the inconftancy of their own multitude, it might
happen to thenr&n government of twelve as it
had happened to the nine, they determined, for
greater fecurity and firmnefs to the ftate, to re-
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duce the government into the hands of one didn,
who, by his wifdom, virtues, and the public au-
thority, might, by crufhing all feditions, confo-
lidate and maintain it. Signior Meio di M. Ja-
como Tolomei, who they knew had besn always
favourable to the plebeians, and defirous of
making himfelf powerful by their means, to de-
fend their liberty, was feleCted by them as the man
of the people; to him they communicated their
intentions, and found him very well difpofed to
conform. Other writers have faid, that the firft
motion came from Meio, who perfuaded the heads
of the plebeians to confer with their friends: how=
ever this might be, they were all frequently feen
together in the houfe of Meio, to confult upon
meafures for the execution of their plan. The
vifits {o often made by fo many plebeians to this
houfe were obferved, and the twelve magiftrates
conceiving a fufpicion, gave orders to the con-=
fervator, who had been introduced inftead of the
captain of war in eriminal matters, to imprifon
Gano and the others, who were heads of the con-
{piracy. Upon examination, they confefled that
it was their intention, for the public good, 1o take
the government from the twelve, and give it to
Meio Tolomei, who might more eafily prefervé
the city free from feditions and civil wars. Gano’s
dhead was firuck off ; and the others, who enjoyed
the favour of fome grandee, a thing that 1n ill=
conftituted citiés is eternally fuperior to juilice,
were confined ; but Meio, who with mady others
had fled from Siena, was with them declared re-
bels, and his palace demolithed. _ |
In the year 1357, the emperor Charles the
Fourth confirmed all the privilglies of this popul
lar government, and made tH€ magiftrate who
govewned the city of Siena, vicar of the emperor.
In
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” In 1362, Giovanni deSalimbeni, upon recei#ing 1362. -

fome injury, or at leaft taking fome offence at the
government, made himfelf the head of a confpi-
racy of many noblemen, and many of thofe popu-
lar men who, for having been of the magiftracy
of the nine, were admeonifhed, and rendered in-
capable of office, to take the government out of
the hands of the twelve, and reftore it to the nine,
But the fecret was revealed to {o many, that one
at laft informed the government: the plot was or-
dered by the twelve to be inquired into, and a
very great number of confiderable people feized,
fome beheaded, others banithed, and others im-
prifoned, and all this without any regular procefs
of law or farmality of trial. -

In 1363 a new magiftracy was created, and
called the Regulatars, wha had the care of revifing
the accounts of thofe who had the management of
the public money, to fee that the cammons were
not defrauded.

In 13635 frelh quarrels arafe between the Mala-
volti and Talomei, and a plot was difcovered of
the Piccalamini again{t the government of the
twelve ; and thefe families were fubjected to heavy
fines for their punifhment, probably becaufe the
government had not firength ta infli&k a feverer
chaftifement, And this timidity appeared ta be
well founded in another inftance the fame year,
when their ambaflfadors returned from Rome, one
of whom being attached to the nobles, had given
offence to the twelve, by {peaking freely againft
them 1in his ahfence : he was caft into prifon ; but
the government werc not able to punifh him- with
death as they intended, for fix noblemen appear-
¢d 1n arms to defend him. Thefe inftances, with
many others, fhew, that however arbitrarily or
{cverely the nobles and moft revered families are

x 3 cxcluded,
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excluded, they will ever have a controuling in-
fluence over the government, when in one aflem-
bly of commons only, fometimes by fecret prac-
tices, at others by open force. Indeed, fuch fa-
milies are always in reality the heads of the fac~
tions that tear the ﬁa.te, though, in appearance,
they have no fhare 1n it, as appeared more plainly
the next year, when thofe twelve who had the go-
vernment in their bands were afflited beyond
meafure with fears of new animofities and infur-
re&ions againft them. They found themfelves di-
vided into two faltions, one called the Canefchi,
and the other Graflelli, the former the favourite_s
of the Salimbeni, and the other of the Tolomei.
Knowing that the nobility were irritated by the
late imprifonment of their friend the ambaflador,
and by the defign which the twelve had difcovered,
by means of falfe teftimony, to take his life and
confifcate his eftate, if he had not been defended
by the nobles, they looked out for foreign aid,
and fent to the pope to obtain it : they fent alfo
ambafladors, fome noble and fome popular, to
the emperor, to found his difpofition towards the
republic. Among thefe was John Salimbeni, a
man-of prudence, very ufeful to the fiate, and in
high reputation abroad. His death at this time
was a pubhc calamity ; for the twelve, dreading
the union of the noble houfes, artfully introduced
and excited among them every provocation to
arms, to keep them divided, and excite one family
againft another. The nobles ar laft perceiving
the malicious artifice, fecretly united among them-
felves, and {timulating a greater hatred to one
another than ever, on the 2d of September, 1368,
the firft families armed themfelves, accompamed
with their friends and adherents of' all parties, as
if they intended ro come to a decifive battle againit

each
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each other, and thus unitedly, at one time,
turned their arms againft the magiftracy of the
twelve, and drove them out of the palace, taking
pofleffion of the arms, and, withourt putting any
to death, made themfelves mafters of the city and
the ftate. At once they new-modelled the go-
vernment, ordaining a magifiracy of ten noble-
men, and three of thofe popular men who had
been of the nine, took poffefion of the fortrefles,
and fent ambafladors to the emperor to obtain his
confirmation of their new authority : but they
found that ambafladors from the twelve, and
thofe plebeians who ftill adhered to them, had ar-
rived before them, to {olicit Charles’s aid to reco-
ver their power; and had filled the court with
flanders to fuch a degree, as to move the empe-
ror’s compaflion in their own favour, and his in-
dignation againft their antagonifts. He therefore
amufed the ambaffadors of the latter with falfe
promifes, while he fent Malatefta di Rimini tore-
inftate the former; a defign in which, by the
treachery and ambition of the Salimbeni, he fuc-
ceeded. - As foon as it was known in Siena that
Malareita, wirh his forces, were approaching in
the neighbourhood, the little people, in the inte-
reft of the twelve, arofe fuddenly and tumultu-
oufly in arms, and, with the affiftance of the Salim-
beni, forced open the gates to admit the imperial
army, not without an obftinate battle, however,
which coantinued the whole day (September 24,
1368) and great flaughter. The government was
thus again taken from the nobles, their houfes
plundered, and themfelves driven out of the city
to their caftles in the country. The multtude of
plebeians having tafted with the government of
the city the fweets of public honours, power,
and riches, combated furioufly upon this occa-

- e & fion ;
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fion ; and having, by the aid of Malatefta and the
Salimbeni, been victorious, they reformed the go-.
vernment. Ezxcluding the nobles, they inftiruted.
a council of one hundred and twenty-four popularg
men, whom they called The Council of Refor-.
miers, becaufe to them was given authority to re-
form the conftitution. Sixty-two of thefe were of
the plebeians, or little people, thirty-five of thofe
popular men who had been in the office of the
twelve, and twenty-eight of thofe who had been
in the office of the nine, or of their defccndants
or afiociates, who governed with the participa-
tion of Malatefta, who was in Siena the licute-

nant or vicar of the emperor after the expulfion

of the nobles. Thefe having held the govern-
ment of the flate twenty-two days, and inha-
bited the palace of the fignori, re-inftated the
magiftracy of the twelve, compofed of five of the
Jittle people, four of the twelve, and three of the
nine, who had been in the magiitracy of the con-
fuls, together with ten gentlemen, and deter-
mined .that all thefe fhould be called The Twelve
Y ords Defenders of the People of Siena. They
made a new box of magiftrates, in which they put
fifty-one ballots, in each of which was contained
a magiftracy of twelve citizens, with the diftribu-
tion before mentioned of five, four, and three.
By this ws {ee, that a complete ariftocracy was
eftablifhed, and a wvery narrow one too, fuch as
may well be called an oligarchy, by this faction
of the little people, or plebeians. The choice of
magiftrates was confined to fifty perfons only,
T hey created alfo a general council of fix hundred
and fifty popular men, preferving the {ame pro-

portion of fave, four, and three, to continue till

anusty next. To this council they joined an-

ather, called The Councii of the Companies, tg
the
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the number of two hundred and forty ; and this is
the firft time that in the public books was written
and preferved the memory of the divifions among
the people : and thus, by creating magiitrates ex-
prefsly and avowedly by diftributions of faftions,
of orders, and of mountains, as they did after-
wards, they made their difcords immeortal. Ani-
mofities, kept alive by thefe records, notonly coft

the lives of an infinite number of individuals in

the frequent and bloody innovations which fol-
lowed, but finally proved the deftrution of the
whole commonwealth, and the eftablithment of
the domination of on¢ man. So {aysthe hiftorian -
but whether thefe records had exifted or not, the
calamaities, and the iflue of them, would have been
the fame, if they had not changed their govern-
ment from aone afiembly to two, and {eparated the
executive authority from both., Scrambling for
loaves and fithes, in an affembly of people, or re-
prefentatives or nobles, or in a mixture or union
of both, will for ever have the fame effedts.
Thefe reformers annulled all the deliberations and
decrees made by the late magifiracy of the nobles,
except thofe which contained the liberation of the
banifhed and condemned. Wifthing to reward the
noble houfe of Salimbeni for the benefit received
from them, they gave them, in honour aand re-
compence of their perfidy againft the other no-
bles, five caftles; and moreover, with privileges
proportioned to their merit, they made them po-
pular citizens, that they might be capable of
being in the magittracy, The Salimbepi were the
firft who, after the example of Manlius, the firft
of the Romans, who from a patriciap made himfelf
2 piebeian, and from a fimilar caprice, renounced
his nobility, that by the aid of the plebeians he

H}igh: make himfelf mafter of the liberties of

his country, So fays the biftorian : and it is true
there
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there is a remarkable refemblance between the
rivalry of Manlius and Camillus, and that of the

- Salimbeni and Tolomei; and both examples are

équally demonfirativé of the dangers and evils of
a {fovereignty in one affembly. There will ever be
two rival familics to tear the vitals of the fate,

and one or the other, perhaps both, will facrifice
truth, righr, honour, and Jliberty, to obtain the
afcendency The nobles, now chafed from the
city, met at Cerretto C;ampeh, to confult what
they ought to do to regain their fituations in the
city. The magiftrates of the twelve having in-
relligence of this affembly, declared fix noblemen
of the houfe of Cerrerani rebels, which obliged
them, with the others, to look out for fome ftrong
place to make the fear of war. As they were to
be treated as enemies, one part of the Tolomet
took poffeffion of the caftle of Montieri, another
that of Traguanda, the Malavolt occupied Catfti-
glione, the Piccolomini Batignana, and others
other caftles, from whence they began to make
war upon all the country of Siena, to interceptthe
fupplies of provifions, to demolith the mills, and
to carry their depredations to the very walls,
bolding the people in continual alarm and terror,
and the city in 2 manner befieged, fo that few
had the courage to go in or out. The twelve
defenders, 1n order to difunite the nobles, par-
doned all the others, and banithed only the To-
lomei, Malavolui, Piccolomini, Cerretani, Sarra-
cini, and Forrteguerri, to the diftance of twenty
miles 1n rhe country, in lands fubjeft to the em-
peror, upon penalty of life and fortune. This
proclamation was not obeyed, and an army was
fent, under command of the podefta Simone di
Spoleto, ele&ted by Malatefta, torecover from the

noblemen the lands they held of the comman?
: " § 0
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of Siena ; but returned wirhout {uccefs, to wait a
better opportunity. It appeared by this time to
the order of the twelve, that they had been im-
menfe lofers by the change of government ; be-
caufe in the government of the nobles they had
been deprived of nothing, but enjoyed the full
fhare of the fation of the twelve without the
participation of any other : at prefeat they only

(hared a third part, and being flimulated by am- ;

bition, which oftener meafures things by its will
than its prudence, did not confider thofe dangers
which concealed themfelves under their immode-
rate defires. They perfuaded the little people,
that by joining wix:h them they could eafily ex-
clude, by force, the order of the nine from the
regency. The people joining them in arms, {oon
put the plot in execution; butthe fame people,
finding {o ealy and happy a fuccefs, rofe n their
courage, as they had noarms in their hands, be-
gan in their turn to think more of thei /n con-
venience, profit, pleafure, and utilit han of
their honour, integrity, or the public good and,
without ceremony, deprived the twelve alfo of
their fhare in adminiftration ;. and burning the gate
of the palace, and the major part of the public
books, with a great noife, and univerfal convul-
fion of the city, dragged out of the palace the
three of the nine, and the four of the twelve, who
refided in the ofﬁce of the twelve lords defenders
of the people of Siena. To avoid more fcanda-
lous exceffes, and to put an end to the tumault of
the people, who would not be fatisfied nor quieted
without a new order to reform the government of
the city, by transferring it to the little people, or
(to diftinguifh them more clearly from thofe other
Popular men who had been of the party of the
nine and of the party of the twelve) to thcafc
who

343



346

Siena.

who were truly the plebeians, and altogether new
men, becaufe (as the plebeians faid in Rome,
when, in high wrath againft the nobles, they .
created Terentius Varro conful) thofe plebeians,
who had already been ennobled by ferving in the
government, defpifed the lower plebeians (la plebe
bafla) more, and fhew themfelves more inimical
to them, than the ancient nobility, Malatefta en-
tered the palace, and elected eighreen of the little
people, who, together with the five of the fame
tort who remained in the palace of the twelve de-
fenders, and three gonfaloniers of the thirds of
the city, and four of the noble houfe of Salim-
beni, reformed anew the government of the re-
public. Thefe meeting, without lofs of time, in
the confiftory, which is the aparfrment where the
fignori ufually affembled, with Malatefta, con-
firming the council of M. Reame di M. Nottg
Salimbeni, made an ele&iaon of ten of the little
people, » with the five who had remained in

" the pala@® were to exercife the office, now aug-

mented from twelve to fifieen defenders of the
people of Siena, until the beginning of January
next, with the fame authority which thofe had wha
éxercifed the office of the twelve governors and
adminiftrators of the republic of Siena before
the fecond day of September latt. Thus the new
magifirates were all made of popular men, who
had not been of the nipne, or of the twelve: and
to the eighteen reformers, from the others erdered
by Malatefta, they added a certain number, by
the diftribution of the companies, who, with the
fifteen lords defenders, made the number of one
hundred and fifty reformers, all of the leffer peo-
ple, who, with ample authority given them by
Malatefta, as imperial vicar, were to reform the
government. The twelve now perceiving their

€ITOor,
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error, and that, by attempting to ufurp upon
others, they had loft their own, they fent; with
the privity of the Salimbeni, to negotiate with the
emperor yet at Rome, to the end that, paffingon
his return through Siena, he might effect their re-
floration to the ftate. The popular men of the
greater number, f{till denominated in the public
books The Little People, having information eof
that effort of the twelve, and confidering thar, if
the twelve fhould unite with the nobles and the
nine, and be afiifted by the arms of Charles, they
might eafily make themfelves mafters of the city,
and feize the govermment, thought it more pru-
dent to yield a part by confent, than run the
rifque of lofing the whole by force. Moved by
this confideration (fuch is theé indonftancy of the
multitude 49 the teformers ordained, that thofe
factions which had beéen dragged from the palace
fhould return, and refide in their offices with the
fifteen defenders till the firft of January, at which
time they were to join in the ballot, and draw,
from the boxés already made by the other refor-
mers, three popular men, of whom the one who
thould have the moft votes in the council of the
reformers was to be caprain of the people, who
proved to be Matteino di fer Ventura Menzani,
{o that the magiftracy confifted of the number of
fifteen, of whom eight were of the little people;
four of the twelve, and three of the nine. They
declared, moreover, that the gonfaloniers of the
thirds of the city, different from the gonfaloniers
of the companies whom they were to command,
thould be called Mafter Gonfaloniers, and fhould
always be of the little people, asthe captain of the
people ; and the three counfellors of the fame.
captain fhould be taken, one from each fort of
People, This caprain, with his counfellors and

mafter
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mafter gonfaloniers, had full authority, in fa&,
though not according to the orders in the fia-
tutes, and a difcretionary power in all criminal
cafes, but not in civil. From this reform had
its firft original the order of Reformers; for
this name of reformers remained afterwards in
thofe popular men who were of the council
of the laft reformers, and defcended to their pol-
terity, as it happened before to the nine and the
twelve, all of whom had their origin from the
people. This tripartite divifion appeared to the
reformers to be a moft powerful caufe of divifions
and difcords, which they wifhed to prevent, and
therefore ordered thefe diftintions to be annulled.
and the whole people to be united in one body,
and that, when in any writing there fhould be
occafion to mention the little people, it thould be
called the people of the greater number; that
the party of the twelve fhould be called the
people of the middle number ; and the nine, the
people of the lefler number :* but although the
names of the faftions were changed, the fub-
ftance of things was not united. As thefe diftinc-
tions arife from thart conftitution of human narure,
and courfe of its paffions, which legiflation is not

* This record is very curious, and worth inferting.—Item

confiderantes, diéti providentes, quod ex divifione populi, ci-

vitates diftruuntur, et annihilantur et magnam divifionem
przebet, ordo fatus per alios reformatores, quo.cavetur, quod
officialis eligantur per quinque de populo parvo, quatuor de

- gente duodecim, et tres de gente novem,-eoque ubi debet po-

pulus effe unitus. Sit tri partitus, et ideo provideretur, quod
di¢tum capitulum et ordinamentum, f{it cailum, et fit totus
populus Senenfis unicus, et unum corpus cenfeatur, €b i
quando, in aliqua feriptura eflet mentio facienda de populo

_parvo, dicatur de populo majoris numero, et fi de gente duo-

decim effct facienda mentis, dicatur de populo mediocris 1t
meri, et fi de gente novem, dicatur de populo minoris O

mm.
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yet perfe& enough to alter, or-to remedy, but by
making the diftintions themiclves legal, and ai-
figning to each its fhare, whatever it may be
hereafter, the fame difcords remained among the
popular men, and preferved always the fame dif-
tinftions in the public books. They ordained
further, that of the officers of merchandife, or
chamber of commerce, there fhould be two of the
people of the greater number, one of thofe of the
middle number, and the other of the lefler num-
ber, while the nobles fhould remain out of the
city ; but in cafe they fhould return, inftead gf one
of the two of the greater number, a nobleman
fhould be eleCted ; and this rule they followed in
after-times, electing one nobleman and three popu-
lar men ; and by this order it became a declared
point, that the nobles were not comprehended in
the people, but were diftin¢t from them. They
further ordained (corre&ing the order given con-
cerning the mode of elefting the three popular
members, who were to be joined to the twelve of
the ballot, to be drawn every two months, to make
the number of fifteen defenders) that by the coun-
cil of reformers thould be put into the boxes a
hundred for each third, and that in drawing for ma-
giftrates eight thould be drawn for each third ; and
made many other provifions to confolidate, as they
faid, the popular ftate, which were very difpleafing
to the twelve, who could not endure that the nine
fhould be reftored, and the greater part of the go-
vernment fhould be taken out of their hands.
They could not fit eafy under this mortification,
but with the favour of the Salimbeni they fre-
quently ftirred up frefh tumults, which Malatefta

with his foldiers had trouble enough to {ipprefs.

The twelve, with the Salimbeni at their head, fill
refilefs, applied to the emperor, and made him

great
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great offers to affift them in riew‘-nicidellixig the
government. The emperor would notagree with-
out the confent of the feniate or general council;
which was forhetimes upon grear occafions called
together. Being affembléd at this time to the
number of 869, they refufed their confent ; but by
a vote of 721 coifirmed the prefent form, im-
pofing grievous penalties upon all fuch as fhould
fpeak or alt any thing againft it, or attempt any
alteration in it. The twelve, perceiving by this
thar they codld not fucceed ih this Wway to obtain
thelrmunconquerable defire of maftering the go-
vernment, deliberatéd upon the means of fecuring
by arms, what by intrigue d4nd fraud they had not
been able to dcquire: they flattered themfelves,
that by the intereft of the family of Salimbeni
they could procure the ald of Czfar’s aims:
While in Siena; through the difcords excited by
the twelve, the public remained id this flu&uating
ftate, the nobles in éexile made frequent inroads
Info 1ts territory with their cavalry, plundering
and burning at their pleafure, arid holding the
city in a manner befieged. The eriperor taking
advantage of this, laboured with both parties to
lay afide their animofities. A truce wasagreed on,
and arbitrators or mediators to fettle the preten-

fions of all parties. The mediators affembled in

a church, but the twelve and the Salimbeni ftu-
died to prevent their determination. The people
and the hine were willing the nobles fhould re-
turn. The twelve and the Salimbeni perfuaded
ithe emperor to negortiate with the pope to fend 3
legate ; becaufe, feecing the people and the niné
concur in the return of the nobility, it appeared
to them they fhould be too inferior in force and
influence to their énemies without the aid of fo-
reign arms. :
Parties
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Parties remaining in fufpenfe and fufpicion of
one another, neither dared to lay down their
arms. - At laft it appeared to the twelve, that,
by favour of the imperialifts and the pope’s le-
gate, they had acquired enough to be fuperior,
and, pot willing to lofe the opportunity, they
made Niccolo Salimbenitheir head,and with many
toreign troops they began the uproar, and; with a
great fhow and noife of arms, crying, Away with
the traitors of the nine, who il to reflore the

nobles ! they ran through the third of the city, -

and baving met Scotto di Minuccio, who was
captain of his company, they killed him, becaufe
he had given his opinion for confirming the boxes
of ballots and the government, and proceeded to
the houfes of fewveral families of the nine to affaffi-
nate them. Not finding them, becaufe they had
fled for fafety, the twelve, with their mob, ran
through the whole third, plundered the houfes
of the nine, and then marched to the palace,
and, with the connivance of Malatefta, who ap-
peared in the piazza with his armed men, they
drove out the three of the nine, who were of
the fifteen lords defenders, and afpiring at a
complete victory, they made the emperor move
from the houfe of Salimbeni, where he was lodg-
ed, by giving him hopes, that by going in perfon
to the palace he would have the city at his devo-
tion. On the other hand, the other twelve magif-
trates feeing dragged out of the palace three of
their colleagues, tormented with indignation at
the indignity of the infulc, and at the danger they
were in of lofing the government, fuddenly gave
orders to the companies, and founding to arms,
fo great a multitude of people affembled in arms
in the piazza, and in fuch a rage, that the cap-
tain of the people, taking courage with his col-

Vor. 11. A leagues
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leagues to turn upon the twelve the Salimbeni and
podefta drove them out of the palacc. The bat-
tles which enfued in the city were obftinate and
bloody; fplendid feats of valour were difplayed on
all fides, but they are unnecefiary to be related.

The government was finally triumphant, at leaft
their military commander had all the power of adic-
tator. Negociations were foon opened between the
principal men and the emperor; and it was conclud-
ed that the fame government fhould ftand, under
the emperorasits fovere:gn lord,and the city fhould
be confidered as a vicarage of the holy empire. But
of what avail are treaties or decrees, or agreements,
when the government remains in one affembly ?
‘The emperor was fcarcely gone out of the city be-
fore freth plots and treafons of the twelve and the
Salimbeniwere difcovered,and new tumults againft
the nine. Thelords d‘cfcnders together with the
council of reformers, to puta {’cop to thefe difor-
ders, were obliged to create a new office, - which
they call the Executor, and gave him great
authority in criminal” matters, even to proceed
difcretionally; -and without obfervmc the orders of
the ftatutes. But with all this there was no fecu-
rity in town or country, and juftice was fo cor-
rupted that an infinite number of aflfaffinations
and robberies were committed with impunity.
Certain travellers at laft were robbed and murder-
ed in the neighbourhood of the caftle of Monte-
riggioni, and feveral men from the caftle ran out
with their arms, took four of the men who had
committed the robbery, and, without fending them
to the city, or waiting for any trial, hanged them
on the fpot; and as “this example was followed
by the people in the country, the roads began to

be more fecure, but in the city the infurreétions

ftill continued. The executor having chhged
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to return into the city - all the popular men
who had not been banifhed nor declared rebels,
it happened that one Niccolo di Guelfo, of the

order of the nine, in fome quarrel killed Niccolo

di Legacci, and wounded two others of the or-
der of the twelve, who, happening to be prefent,
attempted to defend him. At the rumour of
this a great difturbance arofe, and numbers of
people colle¢ted, and fell into fkirmithes, in which
many were killed. To quiet this commotion
the lords defenders placed guards of foldiers in
the palace, in the piazza, at the gates, and many.
other places, confined eight of the principals of
the order of the nine, and fixteen of the order
of the twelve; and the delinquents having fled;
the tumult fubfided. Propofitions of an accom-
modation between the nobles and populars had.
been made by the mediation of the marquis of
Monferrato; bur as lictle progrefs was made in
1t, and the nobles were impatient, they took the
caftle of Batignano, and approached to Monte-
pulciano, with the exiles from that territory
(for every willage had its difputes between the
great and the little, and its revolutions, triumphs,
and banifhments) who had intelligence with
the popular party within, by whofe aid they
entered, and made prifoner of Jacomo de Ca-
valieri, who had made himfzIf lord of the place,
and intending to fave his life, they threw him
into prifon: but the plebeians were not fatis-
fied with depofing him and plundering his pro-
perty, bur, to fatiate their revenge for the inju-
ries they thought they had received from him,
went the next day to the prifon, and watching
their opportunity, aflaflinated him, and every one
cut off a bitr, as if they were defirous of carry-
Ing his flefh to marker: 7The nobles were fo
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enrazed at this againft the people, that they
fell upon them, killed many, and drove others
off the territory. When they had done this, they
fet up another government, and that a popular
one (which i1s pemarkable enough), and departed.
“The marquis of Monferrato, who had undertaken
the mediation at the requeft of both parties,

‘but faw that all his pains to reftore harmony

between the nobles and populars would have

" no effe&, departed from Siena, and went to

Florence, whence he communicated his award
to Malavolti, who reprefented the nobles, and
Guerieri, who was ambafiador for the popu-
lar men who governed the city. The decree,
however, as he had forefeen, was accepted by
neither party. One article was, that the Salim-
beni fhould releafe to the republic the caftles
which had been given them ; and that they fhould
no longer hold the ftandard with the arms of the
people, nor the infantry, which the magiftrates
had given them for the guard of their perfons.
Upon the rumour of this, a part of the people,
who followed the fa&ion of the twelve, made a
tumulc, declaring that they would not degrade the
honour nor leflen the grandeur of the Salimbent,
and- feveral perfons of confequence were killed
in this riot. At this time the caftle and land
of Pian Caftagniano was taken by the count de
Nola, caprain of fome men of the church; and
it was faid that the Salimbeni, contrary to therr
compa&t with the commons of Siena, when it
was given to them, had fold 1t. This report
produced tokens of great difiatisfaction among
the citizens in general, and efpecially when the
fame count, within a few days, reduced the lands

of S. Salvadore to his ebedience, and held it as if

he had been its fovereign. Moved at this lc:‘!i;sg
e
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the fifteen lords defenders fent an ample force and
recovered it. It now appeared to the Salimbeni
that the popular men, by the lofs of Piancaftag-
niano, were difgufted with -them, and had not the
fame confidence and affeftion for them, as they
ufually had before this accident happened : where-
fore, confidering what might occur, being enemies
of the other nobles, and not very acceptable to the
popular men, they folicited the Florentine am-
bafiaders, who were in Siena, to treat of peace be-
tween the nobles and thofe who governed the
ftate, and of a reconciliation between them and
the other nobles; and in a fhort time both points
were accomplifhed, with lirtle farisfaction, how-
ever, to thofe who governed the ftate, though in
appearance they pretended the contrary. While
the Florentines were treating of a peace between
the nobles and commons of Siena, Odoardo di
Marifcotti, thinking the proceedings too flow, and
defirous to haften them, began from a caftle of his
to infeft the roads with his highwaymen, robbing
and aflaflinating the merchants and others who
travelled that way, which incited the magiftrates
to fend out an army, and take and demolifh his
caftle, deftroying many of his people, and bring-
ing him prifoner to Siena. The fame army the
day afrer marched to Campriano, where the

fubdued another band of the nobles, employed in
Intercepting provifions in their way to Siena.
Campriano they took by affault, and deftroyed
‘the fortrefs, after having flain in the ation three
of the houfe of Tolomei, three of the Piccolo-
mini, two of the Scotri, and one of the Marif-
cotti, with many others. The caftle of Cotone
was obliged to capitulate; Caftiglione fought
nine hours inceflantly, and in the bartle loft
fome of the Tolomei, and fome of the Ma-

AR lavolri,
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lavolti, and many others of the nobles, but the
place was taken, plundered, and burnt: after which

- the army returned to Siena with a great number

of prifoners. There did not remain many of the
nobles united together, capable of deing much
damage to the dominions of the republic. On
the other hand, the popular men, the more to
confolidate their power, having feen the unani-
mity of the nobles, by order of the laft reform-
ers, ereted a company, whom they called the
Grand Families of the People, which fthould en-
dure to perpetuity among thofe popular men
who fhould be clefted by the reformers for the
confervation of the popular ftate of the city, and

of the company itfelf, into which no nobleman

could be received. Every member was to take
an oath to obferve the rules ordained for the main-
tenance of both the ftate and the fociety; and
many exemptions and immunities were granted
them. Every one whofe name was fubfcribed to
the aflociation, was to hold the arms of the peo-
ple painted in fome confpicuous place of his
houfe ; from which inftitution are feen at this day,
over the doors of many houles, the white lion.
They had alfo the priviiege of bearing the white

lion 1n their own proper arms, ahd many perfons

availed themfelves of it, as is feen in the arms of
many families ftill remaining ; all who were not
of the aflociation of the people were forbid to
bear it in any manner. Thefe and other regula-
tions being made, defirous of preventing the in-
curfiens, and repairing the damages done by the
nobles in the country, they colle¢ted a numerous
force, and went with it to their caftles, and feized
fometimes upon one and fomertimes on another,
not meeting any power that could refift them,
till the republic of Florence, to whom, on thﬁ
: : : 13t
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13th of May, 1369, had been referred the dif- 1 36gq.

- ference  between the people and the nobles, made
their report, to the great fatisfaction of both par-
ties. The award was dated the laft of June 1369,
and, among the other articles of the peace, the
nobles were to be refiored to their country, and
be made capable of all the magiftracies of the
commonwealth, except thofe of lords defenders,
gonfaloniers, and counfellors; and this was rati-
fied by the popular men in a generzl council.

The nobles in ten days ratified it on their part,

to the wonderful fatisfaGtion of the city and the
ftate, as they hoped to put an end to fo many
miferies. The reformers afterwards, for the main-
tenance of the peace, as they faid, ordained griev-
ous penalties for any one of the nobles who fhould
offend any of the people, and it was made capital
for any one to ftrike or draw blood from any one
of the council eformers ; and to thow that
affairs which int many oughrt to be confidered
and made known to many, wifhing to increafe
the number of that council, which was not at that
time more than 150, on the 22d of Auguft,
1369, they added thofe of the little people, who
had been of the firft reformers after the expulfion
of the nobles, and thofe of the fame pecople who
had been of the lords defenders fince January
1368, or fhould be in future mafter gonfaloniers ;
and wifhing to reform the council oi the people,
it was ordained by the general council, that all
the people, of whatever number, who fhall have
been of the lords defenders, or of the twelve
governors, after the 23d September, 1368, fhould
be underftocd to be of the council of the people :
and from this the praétice began, which continued
as long as the republic, that thofe who had been
| Z4 - w10
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of thc fignori were of this council. It was like-
wife ordained, that when any thing fhould obtain -
in the council of the people, which ought to be
propofed to the general council, and ‘the bells
were ordered to ring for a general councxl fitting
the council of the people, the members of the
council of the people thould be members of the
general council ; and by this order the general
council was converted into the council of the peo-
ple, and was congregated no more during the
commonwealth. The public was very much in
debt, and had not the means of fatisfying its
creditors ; it was therefore ordained, that all thofe
who had lent money to the commons, and ought
to be reimburfed, fhould be arranged in three dif-
ferent books, according to the diftinétion of the
thirds of the city, and made creditors, each one,
in the fum total of his credit, with orders that
the chamberlain fhould pay the rate of ten
per cent. every year to e€ac editor: and this
union or confolidation of the public debt was
called i1l monte, the mountain, or the lump; and
this practice was afterwards repeated upon various
occafions; and thefe were the provifions, which
were pun&ually paid off by the chamberlain in
the time of the republic, but were imitated af-
terwards by the arbitrary government of one,
which fucceeded it, merely to abate the debt of
every one who had lent money in the ordinary
loans. We fee by this, that in thofe days repub-
licans had fome regard to honefty and the public
faith, and the 1nfamy of defrauding creditors was
left to the abfolute monarchy

The number of the reformers being increafed,
their authority increafed every day, and with it the
defire of reducing the office of lords defenders

- wholly to the lictle people, called the peoplc of

the
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the greater number. To this end, having in 1370
excited certain tumults among the journeymen
and labourers in the woollen manufa&ure, who
were the very loweft of the people, who inhabited
along the coaft of Ovile, and thefe meeting fre-
quently together, called themfelves the Company
del Bruco, becaufe fuch was the enfign of that
country ; many of thefe, having taken the occa-
fion of fome quarrels with their mafters in the
woollen trade, and guiged by one Dominico, 2
retailer of old cloth, raifed a great uproar, beat-
ing fome and threatening others; and being armed

1n great numbers, as it was a year of {carcity,

they turned to the houfes which had the reputa-
tion of having fome grain, where, through fear,
it was given out to them. This quieted them for
the prefent moment, till three of their leaders
were taken up by the authority of the fenator,
and uponexamination, confefied crimes enough to
condemn them to death. Upon this arofe agnin
in arms all thofe of the company del Bruco, and
with hideous noifes running to the palace of the
fenator, and with menaces of burning his houfe,
infolently demanded the three prifoners, and with
great fury began to fight with the officers of juf-
tice, and to colle&t materials for applving fire to
the gate. 'The captain of the people, who was
Francefco Naddo, perceiving the danger in which
the fenator was, and that the city was all in arms,
tock the refolution, in order to prevent by the
public authority the diforder from increafing, to
go in perfon and endeavour to fupprefs it. With
his ftandard and trumpets before him he arrived
at the palace of the fenator; but finding it im-
poffible to allay the fury of the plebeians other-

wife, he made the fenator fet at liberty the three

prifoners, and returned to his palace, belicvi}r:g
that
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that the company would lay down their arms as
they had promifed; but having come off con-
querors in this warfare, and commmitted a robber:

on juftice hericlf, they acquired fo much pre-
fumption, thar running with great violence to
the gate of the palace of the fignori; and find-
ing it locked, they raifed a loud clamour, that the
four lords of the order of the twelve, and the three
of the order of the nine, fhould be banithed, and
they attempted in feveralgways to accomplifth it
by forge; but finding them well defended, they
ran to the palace of the Salimbent, to avail them-
felves of their afiiftance and authority. Having
m the way rencountered Nannuccio di1 Francefco,
who had been a few months before captain of the
people, becaufe he had vpon that occafion favour-
ed the order of the twelve, they afifaflinated him.
The Salimbent would not move nor intermeddle
iny this fedition : they therefore toock from them
:Kj:splours with the enfign of the people, which,
as amociates of that faction, they fiill held at their
window, although they had made: a peace with
the other nobles. From the gonfaloniers of Ca-
mullia and San Maruno they took hkewife their
ftandards, and having given them to others, they
returned to make a frefh attack upon the palace;
and being repulfed fram thence, they fent a party
towards Camullia to atrack the houfe of the Sa-
Iimbeni, againft whom they were bitterly enraged,
becaufe they would not concur in this revolution.
Mecting a company of noblemen of the houfes of
Salimbeni, Malavolti, Tolomei, Renaldini, and
others, in confiderable numbers, who had made a
great exertion, and taken arms to quell this tumule
of the plebeians, the parties went to action imme-
giately, and the noblemen were many of them

killed,
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kil-led, and the reft routed : and although many
men were elefted to endeavour to quiet the dif-

turbance, they not only found no means of fup-
prefling, but they found it impofiible to prevent it
from increafing every moment in violence ; until
one morning, in the month of July, the company
of the people arofe in arms, with the company del
Bruco, and dragged from the palace the four
lords who refided there, of the order of the twelve,
and three of the order of the nine, inftead of whom
were elefted by the people of the larger number
feven others, to refide with the eight who re-
mained in the palace, and fiil up the number of
fifteen fignori. But fufpeting that, by their
having thus reduced into their own hands the
whole government of the city, the other citizens
would be provoked to make an alteration, the
council of reformers, to whom full power had been
given by the general council, refolved that the
names of thofe of the twelve and the nine, who
had been pulled out of the palace, thould be re-
turned into the box of the freemen, fo that they
might be drawn another time to refide in the fame
office, and enjoy the fame privilege, as if they had
remained in the palace two months entire. The
order of the twelve, however, not being fatisfied
with this regulation, confpired with fome of the
nine, aided by the captain of the people, who, al-
though he was himlelf of the popular order of the
greater number, was of an elevated fpirit, and
could not bear, that with fuch indignity the ftate
fhould be reduced, in his time, into the hands of
men of {fuch bafe condition, entered into the con-
fpiracy, fent them the mafter gonfaloniers, with
their arms, who united with the confpirators, and

unexpectedly atracked thofe of the company del -

Brtuco, in their own houfes, on the coaft of Ovile,
: : and,
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and, before they had time to get their arms and
make a ftand, aflaflinated a grear part of them,
and became exafpcraterj into fuch rage and fury,
that they had no confideration of age or fex, but
murdered without diftin&tion all who came in their
way. At the fame time the company of the peo-
ple having rifen, combated in the piazza, and in
feveral places of the city, with great ferocity, and
the twelve, with their confpirators, remained in

‘many places fuperior ; but a ftone, caft from the

tower of the palace, fell upon the gonfalonier
of San Martino, who with his company, returned
from the coaft of Ovile, combated in the piazza,

-and ftruck him to the ground, and every one, who

faw him, believed him to be dead. By this acci-
dent his party was feized with a panic and fled,
and gave an opportunity to the popular party to
gain the {fuperiority, and break and rout the con-
fpirators. A part of the principal leaders of the
conipiracy were taken prifoners, together with
Francino, captain of the people, and Magio Calzo-
laio, gonfalonier of the third of the city, and on
the firt of Auguft, 1371, without letting them
finith the term of their maglﬁracy, a moft mifer-
able and horrible example was fet, by cutting off
their heads publicly in the piazza : at the fame
time, they beheaded many others; but the two

oother gonfaloniers, having faved themfelves by

flight, were declared rebels, with many others,
and a new reformation of the {tate was refolved on.
The reformers made a new box of magiftrates for
five years, continuing the office of the fifteen de-
fenders, of whom twelve were popular men of the
greater number, who were afterwards called re-
farmers, and three popuiar men of the fmaller
number, who were thofe of the order of the nine,
and 1n place of Francino was. fubftituted, as cap-

tain
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tain of the people, L.andino Fabro: and con-
firming the ulval order, they relolved, that with

the lords defenders fhould intervene the prefident

of the council of reformers, who was changed
every third day, with his counfellors, although
in the magiftracy they had joined four of the lictle
people in place of thofe whom they took away of
the twelve, to give a more decifive fuperiority to
their fattion. ‘They admonifhed and difqualified
all thofe of the . people of the middle number
who had been of the twelve, and twelve families
of the people of the leffer number, who had been
of the nine, and fome of the people of the greater
number, who had been numbered among th‘. re-
formers, who had agreed with the twelve. Two
hundred and twenty-cight were condemned in pe-
cuniary peﬂaltxes ;s and "all thofe who were con-

demned were called, without diftin&ion, Fini. A
number of men, both horfe and foot, fent by the
Salimbent for the fervice of the twelve, arrived at

Torrenieri, but learning the turn of affairs, return-

ed back. To the number of the reformers after-
wards joined themfelves almoit all the lefier ar-
tificers ; and for the fecurity of the ftate they had
from Florence a hundred cavalry. The public, by
great expences and little government, being with-
out any appropriation of t money that they could
avail themfelves of, the reformers introduced the
practice of felling the public revenue, befides the
confifcations and penalties, for three years, which
did not obtain more than three hundred and
eighteen thoufand golden florins. This com-
mencement of the ufage of felling the public re-
venues, which was continued from this time, was
the reafon why the public was always in debt:
{felling for a {mall price, which was not fufficient
for the neceflary expences, illegal praltices were

the
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the confequence, and from thence new feditions,
which finally accomplifhed the ruin of the repub-
lic. The twclve did not ceafe to move many
things to the prejudice of the reformers, becaufe
the capacity of being in the mamﬂ:racv ‘'was now
taken from them. For fccurxty their arms were

taken from them, and placed in the chamber of

« the commons, and the captain of the people feized

1372

many of them on fufpicion, and they were in great
danger of lofing their heads.

The year following, the conduét of the twelve
occafioned the fame {ufpicions. The nobles them-
fclves were never more impatient of exclufion,
nor More eager o try every expedient to recover
their thare in the flate. The nobles, indeed, were
not only injured, but had a right to cemplam.
The twelve were injured, but they had only that
wrong done to them which they had fer againit
the nobles, and they ought to havc recollected,

Nec lex eft juflior ulla
Quam necis artifices arte perire fud.

But if the rule of doing as you would be done by
were the rule of life, and obferved by all men,
there would perhaps be no need of government at
all. The twelve, to be fure, did not think their
own cafe and that of the nobles parallel, but were
indefatigable in infinvating, fometimes into one,
and fometimes into another of the iittle people,
thar 1t was neither profitable to them, nor honour-
able to the public, to fuffer thofe reformers to
tyrannife over the city; and they frequently fuc-
ceeded in drawing over to their fide partifans,
with whom they proceeded to confult of the means

. of carrying their intentions, to take the govern-

ment out of the hands of the reformers into effeét.
They opened themfclves to fo many, that at length
the
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the mackinationwasdifcovered, and numberstaken
up; amongz whomwas Ser Ceccod’ Andrea,theman -
of the higheit reputation with the twelve, who was -
beheaded ; and of the others, fomewere imprifonéd,
others fined, and thofe who had efcaped by flight
were banifhed: and Ser Agnola d’Andrea was con-
demned, becaufe, having made a dinner for {fome -
of his friends at his country houfe, no reformer was »
invited. Other inftances of the grofieft proftitu-
tion of the judicial power were attempted by the
vulgar tyrants, who now had the fway. Giovanni
Calzettaio, who was one of the council of reform-
ers, profecuted one of the twelve for ftriking him.
Niccolo Reflo da Tarano, the podefta, upon ex- e
amination of the parrties face to face, found evi-
dence of the malicious fraud of the reforimer, who,
to give a colour to his falfe accufation, that the
other had broke the law, by which it was made
capital to ftrike or draw blood of a reformer, had
ftruck and drawn blood from himfelf; and had the
integrity to imprifon the complainant, who was
found to be fo abandoned a fellow, and had fo
many charges brought againit him of atrocious
crimes, that the podefta adjudged him to have his
head cut off under the gallows, fince 1t was nog
lawful to him, being one of the reformers. Juftice,
it feems, though attempted, was not yet fo protti-
tuted but that many others were chaftifed for
enormous crimes ; but the moit of the criminals
being of the people of the greater number, who
were the dominant faclion, and held the great part
in the government, tumults were generated in no
fmall numbers among the multitude. But when
Antonio di Orfo and Deo Malavelt: were impri-
foned for having carried off a young woman with
her own confent, and, to fatisfy the plebeians who
were in arms, beheaded, and haif a dozen other

noblemen
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noblemen for other crimes exccuie?; the ple=-

beilans were pacified and foftened by the blood of
fo many nobles, and that infurreétion, which had
been raifed to fave the lives of the condemned

lebetans, was quelled.  When all were returned
to their habitations, and their arms laid alide, the
fenator, L.ouis della Marca, ordered to be feized

« four of thofe who were the heads of the late fedi-

tion to obftruét the courfe of juftice, and {entenced
them to be banged; others he 1mprifoned, and
fome were fined. The fenaror, among fo many
controverfies, rumours, and tumults, as oc-
curred during his adminiftration, although ex
dekiro juftitizz he had been obhged to order fo
many executions, run a great rifque of being af-

faflinated in thofe popular feditions of muititudes,

who were offended by him, and both himfelf and
his family were under no fimall apprehenfions. In
fuch a ftate of fociety the human heart pours forth
all 1ts turpitude, and all -parties appear to be
equally abandoned. The fignior of Perolia, a
caftle of Maremma of Siena, died, and left an only
daughter heir to the eftate and the lordfhip.
Andrea Salimbeni, who was a relation, went to
vilit the young lady, by fome fraudulent ftrata-
gem which is not explamc:d put her to death, and
made himfelf patron or tyrant of the place, and

with a gang of people under his command, com-
mitting robberies on the highways, and ‘all the
neighbeuring places, rendered it unfafe to pafs In
that quarter. The fame of this was {oon carried
to the Sienefe, who fent out a body of men, under
the command of the fenator, and the 23d of
April, 1374, tock the place, and carried Salim-
bcm, with twenty-cight others, prifoners to the
city. Sixteen of thefe in a few days were be-

headed by order of the fenator; but cither from
refpect
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refpect to the family, or from fear of their power,
he did not praceed againft Salimbeni. Upon this
the company del Bruco again arofe in arms, with’
the other plebeians, and running to the palace,
with threats demanded of the lords defenders that
juftice fhould be done upon Andrea Salimbeni
The captain of the people,.the two priores, and
their collcagucso&hclords defenders, found them-
felves fo mean in fpirit, {oinfertile in council, fo
unfkilful at their own game, that not knowing any
better way to prevent the evil from increafing,
they gave authority to Noccio Sellaio, to do in
that emergency whatever he fhould judge ufeful
to the commonwealth. Noccio fClZlﬂ‘-" ardently
this opportunity, by which he thought to gain the
hearts of the plebeians, and by their favour raife
himfelf to power and fuperiority above his fellow-
citizens, entered into the palace of the fenator, and
fitting down in the midit of an immenfe crowd on
the bench from whence fentence was ufually given,
condemned AndreaSalimbenitodeath, and ordered
his head to be ftruck off before the pubhc. In-
tending to difpatch Pietro Mofla in the fame man-

ner, he was prohibited by the major part of the |

reformers, who began to perceive his defign, and
to fee the error which the lords defenders had
committed in giving him fuch an authority : and
although he had at his heels the company del
Bruco, and the other loweft plebenans, they re-
voked the power that had been given him. This
meafure excited a great tumult in the city ; but
the reformers, being united, were able to quiet ir.
Niccolo and Cione Sahmbem with athers of the
fame family, and their aﬁ'ccmtcs, moved with in-
dignation and grief at the outrage which had been
committed upon Andrea, took from the com-

mons of Siena the caftles of Montemafli and Boc-~ .

cheggiano, and with large companies went about,
Vou. 1. A a committing
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committing depredations in many places in the
country. The reformers, to make preparations
for recovering their lands, and for making head
againft the Salimbeni and their followers, created
a new magiftracy of ten citizens, to faperintend
the condu& of the war. The firft provifion made
by this new council of war was, to imprifon twenty-
fix citizens of thé order of the twelve, and con-
demn them in twelve thoufand golden florins,
which were immediately paid. Was the robbery

. of Salimbeni worfe than this ? They next fent to

demand aid of Florénce and Lucca, and obtained
it ; but ambaffadors were fent from Florence, Pe-
rugia, and other places, at the fame time, to make
peace if poflible; knowing that their own difcon-
tented and diftracted fa&tions were ready to break
out: but the Salimbeni would not lifterr to any
thing, becaufe the ten had fent an army i force
to the caftle of Boccheggiano, with orders and in-
ftruments for deftroying the walls, crofs-bows, and
precipices, and other things which in thofe days
were ufed in war to fortify the lands. On the
other hand the Salimbeni, having colle&ted toge-
ther many of their friends and adherents, watched
a convenient opportunity; fallied eut from their
lands, and attacking their enemtes without the
Ieaft expeciation, broke their order, put them to
flight, took many prifoner plundered their eamp,
and burnt all the frames, baftions, buildings, and
inftruments they found there. As foon as this
defear was well known in Siena, the relations of
thofe many citizens who remained prifoners ran
an arms to the houfes of the Salimbeni, and feized
-all ‘they could find of thofe families, that they
wnight hold them as hoftages to redeem their own

-relations. Neither the plague nor famine, both

1374. ©of which raged this year, 1374, could prevent

centinuai
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continual plots of the Salimbeni and the twelve
o recover the government of the city; and con-
ftant fkirmifhes and wars between them and the
reformers and lords defenders throughout all the
territories of the republic. In-the year following
arnbafiadors were fent from feveral friendly cities,
to perfuade peace between the reformers and the
Salimbeni. The reformers, defirous of leffening the
number of their enemies; in 1379 reftored all the
rebels who had been denominated Fini, and banifh-
ed in the time of thofe feditions which were made
by the gonfalonie:s and the twelve; and of thefe
they made ufeful guards for the palace, &c. The
nobles, however,lwcrc cmploycd in forming parties
in the country; and in negociations with their
friends in the neighbouring cities; till; in 1 384, they
were able to meet the reformers in the field; and
give them a complete overthrow ; and if t‘xey had
purfued their viétory; fuch was the aftonifhment
and panic of the reformers in the city, they might
have made themfelves mafters: but in this their
fortune befriended them. Finding they were not
purfued by their enemies, they afflumed fome
vigour and courage, and gave orders to guard the
gates and fupprefs the feditions which were mov-
ed in the city againft them, and fent abroad for
foreign aid. Florence, Pifa, Bologna, and Peru-
gia, hearing of fo great a change, and fearing
greater.civil difcords, fent ambaffadors to Siena, to
endeavour to re-unite the nobles in exile, and the
popular men who governed the city; but, after
trying every mode of negociation, and every pro-
poﬁtion of accommodation, with both parties, they
found they could make no impreffion upon either,
and returned home. It was the opinion of the
reformers, that the Florentine ambafiadors, from
fome intereft of their republic, in their fecret nego-

Aa 2 : clations
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ciations with one party and the other, had been
the caufe that the peace had not been effeted, as,
both fides appearing to be weary of the war, was
generally hoped and expefted. The time was
come when the magiftrates, the lords defenders for
the months of March and April, were to bedrawn;
and the couricil being aflembled, and the ballots
drawn, Giovanni Minucei, one of the lords defen=-
ders, was caprain of the people. When the coun-
cil diffolved, they perceived no fmall tumuit made
by the citizens of the order of the twelve, who
faid, they did not know for what reafon the power
of participating in the honours and cares of go-
vernment was taken from them, rather than from
other popular men, and that they no longer would
tolerate the abufe; and although the difturbance
appeared to fubfide for the prefent, the twelve,
fomented by the gentlemen, who were very active,
and had made themfelves mafters of a great part
of the dominion, and who promifed the twelve, in
all events, to aflift them with men, arms, and
provifions, to the utmoft of their power, for the
common fervice againf{t the reformers, did not
ceafe to demand, with great animofity and many
threats, that a place fhould be given them in the
magiftracy. Thefe motions of the twelve, fa-
voured by the nobles, gave much moleftation to
the heads of the government; and therefore, that
they might not have to defend themielves againit
too many enemies, on the 23d of March, 1384,
they congregated in the morning the council, and
‘@btained that the twelve, in the new draught,
fhould have place for the fixth part in that magif-
tracy, by increafing the number from fifteen to
cighteen; but, as experience has ever proved, gra-
titude fhewn, and remedies applied, out of feafon,
have little effe&. When council was finifhed, at

noon day CefteHi, a fedicious man of the order tl('lxﬁ
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the twelve, was taken up by the minifters of juf+
tice; and ftanding in his defence, and calling with
a loud voice for affiftance, multitudes of the twelve
and the nine haftened, at his cry, to his relief, and
took the prifoner by force from the officer, who
had already drawn him from the hill to the piazza.
Upon this riot, Materazza and Nerini, accompa-
nied by a great number of reformers, intervened,
partly by their authority, and partly by their
arms, to recover the prifoner. They fell with
greatimpetuofity upon thofe who had refcued him,
and denouncing vengeance and death onthe twelve
and the nine, as obftructors of juftice, cried,
«« Longlive the Reformers !”” At this crythe whole
city arofe at once in arms, and, with thofe of the
twelve and the nine, went to the few noblemen
who remained in Siena; and having taken the en-
trance of the piazza, prevented the plebeians from
pafling in to the aid of the reformers, and from the
houfes of the Scotti and Saracini, annoyed the
multitude of reformers, who in the piazza combat~
ed againft their friends. The conteft had become
general in various parts of the city, and it ap-
pearing to the nobles, the twelve, and the nine (as
the major part of the plebeians ran to the fervice
of the refgrmers) that they had the difadvan-
tage, at the inftigation of a Jew they began to
cry, * Peace! Peace!”” Az the hearing of this
word, induftrioufly refounded in various parts of
the city, a great number of the little people, as
diftinguifhed from the plebeians or the rabble,
wearied out with fo many feditions, and united
with the nobles and their adherents, ran with
great fury to the prifoners, and fet at liberty all
the prifoners, among whom were M. Ugucci-
cne and Niccoluccio Malavolti; thefe, taking the
lead of the whole multitude, attacked the whole
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army of reformers, and, urged on by the keen
defire of vengeance for the injuries received,

combated with fuch i.crepidity as to drive them
out of the piazza, after having made a great car-
nage, and many prifoners, They inftantly enter~
ed the palace, and, although the people within
made a gallant defcncc, took pofieflion of it, and
drove out the lords defenders and reformers, not
only from the palace but the piazza, and took
from them the adminiftration of the republie, both
in the city and the country. This revolution was
followed by the ufual train: in a few days were
fent into clee more than four thoufand men of
the fa&ion of rcformers, chiefly artificers; and,’
what is worfe, when in the ccurfc of a few
years their affairs were accommodated, nct the
tenth part of them returned to their country.

Thus ended the government of the fattion of re-
formers, and this new fpecies of fovereignty in
one affembly ; but only to be exchanged for ano-
ther, confifting of nobles, twelves, and nine. The
exiles of all thefe three parties now returned in
great numbers from all the neighbouring cities,
provinces, and countries, and brought with them
4 ftrong body both of cavalry and mfantry. We
may now expe&t to fee the government fhining
with the {plendid names of Salxmbcm, Malavolt,
Piccolomini, Tolomei, and all the reft; but we
have no reafon to expect juftice, hberty, order,
peace, or common decency. The new govern-
ment was Inftituted in a new magiftracy of ten
citizens, to be changed every two months, and in-
titled the Lords Pnors-Govcrnors of the City of
Siena, into which humber were to be admitted
four popular men of thefe, who had been of the
twelve ;5 four of thofe who had been of the nine,

and two of the people of greater number of
thofe,
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thofe, however, who had not .been of the council
of reformers, nor of the lords defenders; and
thus the people were divided into four faétions,

the Nine, the Twelve, the Reformers, and the

People, and of thefe difcordant materials, in one
affembly, were the legiflative, executive, and ju-
dicial powers ro be compofed ; and this mode con-
tinued rtill 1387.

The order paflfed in a general council, eftablifh-
ing the new regimen, in 1385, and the fcrutiny for
magiftrates was made for eight years, and the
names put into the boxes, a praétice which was
analogous to that in Florence which they called
imborfation, which was putting the names into
puries, to be drawn out upon occafion. Thofe who
had now the moft votes in the general council
were afforted tegether in forty-eight ballots; one

of which was to be drawn every two months. The

firft draught was now made, and the lot produced
a ballot, 1n which were the names of Andria Ci-
cerchia, and nine others: thefe tock upon them
the magiftracy of lords priors governors. The
28th of March, 1385, the tumults were quieted,
the foldiers difbanded, the fortrefies of the domi-
nion rendered to public commifiaries, many re-
munerated for their fervices, fire-works played off,
and many feafts made, and incredible manifefta-
tions of joy, and ambaffadors fent to all confede-
rated cities to inform them that the city was de-
livered from the tyranny of the rabble, and the
palace cleanfed, which had been once thought an
Augean ftable. Twelve of the principals of the
conquered fa&tion were put to death by the courfe
of juftice, and thirty {ent out to the frontiers, and
the major part of thofe who had fled, declared re-

bels and enemies pro more revolutionum; and

by order of the council of petitions, by authority
" Aa 4 given
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‘given them by the general council, their caftles

were reftored to the Salimbeni. But the envy of
fortune, according to the hiftorian, and the malice
of their conftitution, according to truth, would not
fuffer this felicity to be enjoyed for one year. The
"Tolomei were now returned, and living in the
fame city with the Salimbeni; and this fat alone,
under fuch a plan of government, would be encugh:
to give the reader an anticipation of what would
be the confequences, Confpiracies were formed
in the country among the friends of the exiles,
and by companies of depredators, who beganto be
troublefome and to do mifchief in the dominion.
The Florentines too began to fet up claims upon
parcels of territory ; and while this difpute was in
negociation between the ambafiadors of the two
people, a plot was difcovered, to the great terror
of thofe who governed the city, commenced by a
part of the family of Tolomei, who, in concert
with fome popular men who intended to reftore
the reformers, had drawn towards the city certain
foreign troops, in an irregular manner, from diffe-
rent places, and entertained fecretly in feveral of
their fortrefles. Thefe troops hearing that their
deftination was difcovered, and impofiible to be
executed, as many citizens were already imprifon-
ed on account of it, retreated, and the prifoners
confeffing the truth, were condemned ta death,
Yet the lords priors, with the reft of their fadtion
(for the government was never any more than 3
faction) were in trouble enough, knowing the dan-
ger they were in from the divided minds of their
fellow-citizens, and from the hatred and immor-
tal enmity which the Florentines appeared to bear
them, This ftormn was averted by fubmitting the
difpute with Florence tothe mediation of Bolog-

na, and by the ceffion of many lands. One con-
I fpiracy
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fpiracy was fcarcely fupprefled, and a foreign war
declined from fear of themielves, before another
was difcovered of greater moment, and a more
pernicious nature than the firft, excited by M.
Spinello Tolomei, and a great number of re-
formers, and others, who had fuch intelligence
in Siena, that it feemed to them eafy to effeét
a revolution, and mazake themielves mafters of
the ftate. But as many examples, both ancient
and modern, demonfirate, confpiracies made by a
multitude, through the variety of interefts of thofe
who are comprehended in it, bave feldom attained
their intended end ; and the greater part of con-
fpirators have loft their lives and their fortunes,
becaufe the defign has been revealed by fuch as
had rather be rewarded with fecurity, than ftand
in danger of their lives, when a fufpicion has gone
forth in the public; fo confpiracies of lefler num-
bers have been equally unfortunate, through the
want of power to carry them into execution. The
reformers, excited by Spinello Tolomei were be-
trayed by one of their aflociates, and one of their
chiefs, Nanni di Data, was beheaded ; but Tolo-
mei was too powerful a man for fuch a govern-
ment to dare to make an example of ; he was
therefore admitted to a treaty with the magiftrates.
Soon afterwards the count Guido di Santa Fiora
fubmitted to the commonwealth, and after him
Monaldo di Vifconti di Campiglia.—Another
confpiracy was difcovered in Siena among the
reformers, under the condué& of Spinello Tolo-
mei. A {py, whom he fent with a letter to his
correfpondents 1n the city, was intercepted, threw
himfelf out of a window in defpair, and was killed
in the fall, and a few of the conipirators were
beheaded. The city by thefe continued plots, fo
often difcovered, was kept in conftant terror, as

‘ wWas
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was every village and caftle of the whole domi-:

nion: for example, in the caftle of Cafole was

awakened a violent fedition: the Cafolans were
divided into two parties, and coming to arms 1
among themf{elves, fkirmithes happened every day, ‘
and many were killed, and more wounded, The |
iame miichievous divifions were fuffered too in the |
city of Maffa. Montepulciano likewife wasgovern-
ed by a fingle affembly of fignori, who by their di-
vifions occafioned fimilar feditions and civil wars
among themfelves, and their different parties ex-
cited a long war between Florence and Siena ; at
the conclufion of which the Florentines, by their
intrignes, laid the Sienefe under many diadvan-
tages, which would have been greater, if at this
time it had not been known thar the Sienefe were
Galeazzo. In Intimate correfpondence with Giovan Galeazzo
Vifconti, lord of Milan, who, after having taken
the city of Verona, had, with a great increaie of his
power, taken the city of Padua, and made prifoner
of Francefco da Carrara, who was lord of it. Onthe
31387. 26th of November, 1387, to give fome fatisfaction
to the people, who began again to {hew [igns of
difcontent, it was determined in Siena, that to the
number of the ten lords priors there thould be ad-
ded one of thofe popular men, who had been re-
formers ; and it was declared, that when men-
tion fhould be made of the perfons of thofe, who
were of the reformers, and who might be admitted
to refide in the office'of the fignori, and who called
themfclves of the people of the larger number, the
fame fthould be underftood of their fathers, fons,
brothers, by the mafculine line, and thofe who had
been admonithed between 1371 and 1384 fhould
be comprehended in the number of the other po-
pular men, who had not been of the reformers nor
ﬁgnon ; and If any of the monte of the nine (for
this




Malavolti, &c.

this was now the name of diftin&tion) or of the

monte of the twelve, had been of the faid refor-

mers, they might be fignori for the monte of the
people of the greater number ; but his perfon only
fhould be confidered of the reformers, and not any
of his anceftors, defcendants, or connetions: but

thefe thould all remain in the monte (heap, lump,

or colleftion) of which they had been before.
They ordained moreover, that of the chamber-
lains and notaries, who were ecleven in number,
four fhould be of the nine, four of the twelve, and
three of the other popular men. And. whereas

in the other magiftracies there ufed to be in each
two nobles, one of the twelve and one of the nine,

there thould now be added one popular man, who
had not been either of the nine or the twelve ; and
thus in each of thofe magiftracies there fhould be

two nobles and three populars; that is to fay, as

it is exprefled in the record of the deliberation of
the council, “ one of the nine, one of the twelve,

« and one of the other populars ;7 and of thefe

other populars, one at one time was to be of thofe
who had been reformers, and of the fignori, for
the monte of the people of the greater number,
and one other at another time of thofe of the fame
monte, who were not of the reformers, nor the
lords defenders : and by thefe provifions, thofe wha
held the government in their hands ftudied to
conciliate the friendfhip of the little people, and
take away, in fome degree, the occafions of con-
fpiracies. And that they might nort alienate from
their government the minds of the nobles, they re-

folved that all the podeftaries, and ordinary cap-

tainfhips, fuch as the captainthip of Maremma,
Montagna, Valdichiana, and others, fhould be

given to the nobles, and to no othcrs ; and when

eccurrences . fhould obhgc them to fend abroad
cxtraordmary
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extraordinary captains, they might fend part of
them from the nobles, and part from the populars;
and this order in favour of the nobles was made
perpetual. ‘Thefe and other.regulations were not
fufficient to fatisfy, nor the hoftile defigns of
Florence, nor the viftory obtained by Niccolo
Piccolomini over the Brettoni, to divert the peo-
ple of Siena from their difcontents : fo that on
3398. the 11th of May, 1388, another amendment of
their conftitution was attempted. ‘The appre-
henfions of foreign war as well as domeftic broils.
increafed, and to facilitate the publie delibera-
trons, that they might mot upon every occafion
have to call a general council, they introduced a.
counctl of fubftitutes, with the fame forms and the-
fame authority, and ecalled them the Simig-
lianti;, which the council formerly had in the
times of the twelve and the nine. ‘Fhis council
comprehended all thole who had been of the
lords priors governors, ‘and thofe who had their
names in the boxes of the fame magiftrates, to
whom they afterwards added, thatthey might not
appear to be diffident of them, twelve noblemen,
elected from the nobility in general; and to gra-
rify and oblige thofe of their citizens who were
abroad, and prevent them from joining their ene-
mies wirthin and without, they gave a pardon to
shofe rebels, who had been confined for fix months,
and had obferved their limits, and although their
time was not expired, gave them leave to return
to the city : thole who were confined for a year,
might return in two months; and thofe who were
confined for more than a year, 1n fix months. '
Act this time, returned from Milan Batifta Pic-
colomini, who had been fent as ambaflador there,
a2nd with him was fent M. Giovanni deila Porta,

trealurer of the lord Giovan Galeazzo, with orders

Sim igli-
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to raife and take into pay as large a mimber of
foldiers as poffible ; and to this end the rtreafurer
fent his paymafters, with the count Ugolotti Bian-
chiardi, who having been fent with the ambafla-
dor by Giovan Galeazzo, for the fervice of the
city of Siena, went to Marca, and engaged in
the pay of Vifconti, M. Brogliole and Brando-
lino, each with an hundred cavalry, and -ordered
that Boldrino da Panicale thould fcrm anc:her
company.

The Florentines carried on their intrigues with
fo many faftiens in the ftate, and difcovered a
dlfpoﬁtmn fo hoftile, and defigns, or at leaft de-

fires, of making themfelves mafters not only of |

Montepulciano and the other dependencies, but

of Siena itfelf, that the government thought it

advifeable to haften their deliberations upen a
fubjet they had in contemplation for {feveral
months, a league and confederation with Giovan
Galeazzo V:fcontx, lord of Milan, and Conte di
Virtu. This prince, fince he pofiefied Verona and
Padua, had intended to take poffeflion of Bologna,
which had been fometimes under the dominion of
the houfe of Vifconti: and becaufe the Floren-
tines, as confederates of the Bolognefe, had fent
them affiftance, and favoured them as much as
they could with their armed men, took upon him
the protection of the city of Siena, and promifed
her ambaffador to affift her, and fent the fignor
Pauolo Savello, with three hundred lances, upon
whofe arrival uncommon rejoicings were thewn in
the city. Galeazzo engaged in this warfare, not
fo much for the fervice of Siena, as to have an
oppertunity of maintaining the war in conjunc-
tion with them, upon that fide, againit the Flo-
rentines, that they, having cmploymen: enough to
defend their own houfes, might not be able to

fend
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fend fuécour to Bologna ; and by this means to
endeavour to make himfelf mafter of feveral places
in Tufcany, from whenee he might hope; by main-
taining the divifions and moft ardent hatred;

- which on account of Montepulciano; from thc
injuries the Florentines and Sienefe coramitted

againft each other, went on every day increafing,
to make himfelf mafter of the province, and. at
length king of Italy, an ambitien he bad long
cntc:rtamed To this end he entered into nego-
cration with the ambaffadors of Siena, and on the
22d of Septernber, 1389, the treaty was figned.
‘T he articles were, that the league fhould eon-
tinue ten years; that common caufe fhiould be
made in a war againft Florence ; that Galeazzo
fhould maintain during the war, which was to be
declared in fifteen days, feven hundred lancemen,
with three horfes to each lance, in his pay in
Tufcany, for the fervice of the commons of Sxena,
and the Sienefe were to have three hundred in
their pay in the fame manner, with two hundred
crofs-bowmen ; that if their enemies thould fend
forces from T ufcany into L.ombardy, it fhould be
lawful for the count to avail himfelf; of thefe his
forces, but that Siena fhould not be ebliged to
fend her forces out of Tufcany; that the count
thould not be obliged to make war or defend the
Sienefe againft any ; other enemies than the Flo-
rentines ; that any other community of Tufcany

‘m:ghc be admitted into this league ; that all the

cities, lands, fortrefles, and places, which by the
league might be acquired in this war, fhould
belong to the republic of Siena, if he had any
previous pretenfions to the dominion of it, other-
wife every one fhould be left to his liberty, upon
condition of holding the league and their allies

for friends, and their _oppofers for enemies, andf
0
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of giving hofpitality, paflage, and provifions, pay-
ing for them to the people of the league. Gale-
azzo might make peace, truce, or armiftice, with
the people of Florence, including the commmons and
people of Siena, with all their lands, cities, and
fubjeéts ; but the Sienefe could not make either
~without his confent; and the ratification was to
be on both fides exchanged in three months. A
‘'war enfued, which lafted till 1389, and was then
concluded by a peace, and a confederation between
many republies and princes; the Conte di Virtu,
Florence, Bologna, Perugia, the marquis of Fer-
rara, Siena, the lord of Mantua, the lords de
Malarefti, L.ucca, the count de Montefeltro, Pifa,
&c. This confederation, however, was not well
obferved, and the inhabitants of Montepulciano
particularly violated it, as was fuppofed, at the
inftigation- of Florence. Thisoccafioned not only
a ratification of the former treaty, but the forma-
tion of a new one between the republic of Siena

138¢.

and the fignor Giovan Galeazzo Vifconti, Conte . ..

di Virtu, lord and imperial vicar of Milan. The
country or earldom of Virtu is a ftate in France,
in the province of Champaign, which was given
by king Jobhn in dower to Ifabella his daughter,
married to this prince Giovan Galeazzo Viiconti,
which acquired him the title of Conte di Virtu;
and of which marriage was born Madame Valen-
tina, wife of Louis, duke of Orleans, brother of
Charles the Sixth, king of France, who had in
dower the fame Conte di Virtu, and the city of
Afti in Piedmont ; of Charles their firft-born,
duke of Orleans, was the king Iouis the T welfth ;
of Giovanni their fecond fon, count of Ango-
leme, was born Charles of Angoleme, father of
the king Francis the Firft. Thefe fucceflors of
Valentina pretended, after the death without ifﬁlﬁ%
o
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of Giovan Maria and Filippo Maria their bro-
thers, fons of Giovan Galeazzo, that the flate
of Milan belonged to them: and for this rea-
fon the king Louis the Twelfth, and the king
Francis the Firft, made afterwards that cele-
brated war in Lombardy, and {feveral times
over recovered and loft the duchy of Milan.—
To return from this digreffion, on the gth of No-
vember, 1389, the treaty was ratified and ex-
changed between Siena and the count; yet a
frefh confpiracy was difcovered in the city, excited
by Spinello Tolomei in banifhment, and the re-
formers, in conjunétion with foreigners, and Mon-
tepulciano again rebelled: but the arms of Siena,
aided by the count and his captain Charles Ma-
latefta, were triumphant at home and abroad, and
this year was practifed the firft bombardment ever
feen in Tufcany. Upon fome little reverfe of
fortune, when the count loft the fortrefs of Pa-
dua, and when, to the calamities of war, thofe
of peftilence and famine were added, in 1390
the noble families of Salimbeni, Tolomei, and
Malavolti, unable to bear one another, and
fome of them ftill lefs willing to fubmit to a
{uperior, refumed their old employment of excit-
ing feditions. Florence wanted peace, and the
pope exhorted it. The families of Tolomei and
Malavolti, jealous ftill of the Salimbeni, and their

fuperior influence and favour with the count,

began to ftir up difcontents. In cheir opinion it
was neither profitable por glorious, nor even ho-
nouwrable, for the republic to wafte itfelf on ail
fides for the ferviceof the count Galeazzo, who in
the grearteft exigency of the war had, by with-
drawing his forces, left it a prey to the enemy.
From this fpecimen of his conduét the Sienefe
could only expeé&, if he had been or thould be

: victorious,
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viftories, a fervitude, which they would find very
bitter and irkfome. That every one, who was not
blinded by an 1immeafurable hatred, which the vul-
gar had conceived againft the Florentines for the
injuries they had done the republic, muft already
fee the difpofition of the count; and efpecially
fince the arrival from Milan of the marquis An-
dreafto Cavalcabo, of his privy council, to take
upon him the office of fenator of Siena, to which
he had been ele€ted. This marquis had demand-
ed with great ceremony, in the name of his
matfter, and on his behalf, r.hat, for the common
utility, the dominion of the city of Siena thould be
given to him. The embafly caufed a wonderful
change in the minds of all thofe who defired that
their country fhould remain independent and free,
and the more, as they knew that the generality of
the citizens, without liftening to any arguments
againft it, and without any confideraticn of futu-
rity, or of the nature of princes, never content
with a middle flight, and never long to be de-
pended on, were not only inclined to it, but had
prepared a petition to the general coum:il, thatan
anfwer fhould be given to the count’s ambafiador
in thefe words: ¢ We are content ; and as a fingu-
lar favour we fupplicate his lordfhxp, that, from
his benignity, he will be pleafed to take upon
him, and accept the dominion and government
of the city of Siena, its country and diftri&,
and of us his devoted children and fervants, and
rule and govern us as to his excellency fhall
feem convenient ;” and defcending to particulars,
they added and affirmed, ¢ We are ready to give
and confer upon him the city of Siena, its coun-
try and diftriét, withits fimple and mixed empire,
and to transfer to him, liberally, the lordfhip and
government of it, fo that he may freely difpofe of

Vor. 11 Bb it,
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it, in all things, as of the city of Milan; of
Padua, or any other the moft fubmiffive to him.”
The contents of this petition, although at firft
prepared in fecret, had reached the ears of thofe;
who endeavoured to promote peace with Florence
and the public tranquillity, wonderfully irritated
their minds, and incited them to fhew to their
fellow-citizens the incredible damage to the city,
which muft arife from fuch an unlimited fubmif-
fion ; and to foretel, that in a little time, when

~ they fhould begin to experience the bitternefs of

fervitude to fuch as are born and bread to liberty,
they would in vain repent of their levity, rathnefs,
and ertor. They recalled to the recolletion of
the citizens the great virtues of their fathers and
other anceftors, which had defended their country,
preferved their liberties, and tranf{mitted both to
them; and with how much generofity, bravery,
and magnanimity, they themlelves had defended
it in arms againft Charles the Fourth, when pre-
fent in Siena in 1368 with a powerful army.
That they were under the moft tender obligation
to tranimit the facred wtruft to their pofterity ;
and this they mighe eafily do, to the ineftimable
benefit of the city, by a peace, which they had the
power and opportunity to make. That when they
thould be delivered from the calamities of foreign
war, and the yoke of tyranny which hung over
their necks, they fhould be at leifure to make pro-
vifions of grain againft the famine, and to find

lleviations of their diftreffes from the plague. To
thefe reafonings of the Tolomei and Malavolti
were oppofed thofe of the Salimbeni, who having

cen long favourites of the Ghibelline party, were
mortal enemies of the others who were Guelphs.
M ved by the interefts of faction more than thofe

of the public fervice, having procured the petition
2 to
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to b&'heard, and the decree pafled and proclaimed
by the council; to opprefs the oppofite party
by arms, when they had not been able to an-
fwer their reafons, they drew over to their fide
4VI. Giovan Tedefco, head of the Ghibellines in
Arezzo, with his cavalry, and marched through
the city, accompanied with a great multitude
of people of their faftion, and proclaimed the
name of Giovan Galeazzo Vifcontl, conte di
Virtu and lord of Milan, protegeer, and chief
of the Ghibelline fa&ion in LomBardy, and af-
faffinated in this fedition twenty men of the
followers of the adverfe party, and made many
prifoners ; among whom was Niccolo Malavolti,
who, though he had often honourably acted for
the fervice of the republic, was, with many others,
beheaded. The other members of the families of
Tolomei and Malavolti, with many of their fol-
lowers, left the city, and retired to their cafiles.
The people of Siena, wearied out of patience by
being the dupes and tools of two or three ambi~
tious families, were eafily led by one of them to
rejoice in placing a mafter over all. They were
now fo inclined and difpofed to fervitude to one,
in preference to a few, that, blinded with anger,
they would not fee the evident ruin which mult
come with the deftru&tion of public liberty ; and
neither themfelves nor their leaders knowing the
true caufe of their divifions and misfortunes, nor
any remedy by which union and liberty might be
reconciled by law, they humbly folicited the fub-
jugation of their country, and the privilege—of
paffive obedience.

On the fifteenth day of MarcH, in the fame year,
the record was approved in the general council,
and authority was givento the lords priors to ap-
point a fyndic, and a deputy of the commons of

Bb 2 Siena,
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Siena; to exécute all that was contained in the ré=
folution, and dcliver the keys of the city to the
commiflaries of the count Galeazzo, with its.
abfolute dominion, without pa¢t or convention
of any kind. The example is here complete:
and although the tyranny of the Vifconti was af-
terwards overturned, various forms of a republic
attempted, exiles fent out and recalled as ufual,
yet as the executive power was always left in an
affembly, a inveterate faltions were not le-
gally feparat from each other, nor impower-
ed to controul each other, the fame divifions, fedi-
tions, and civil wars, were perpetual, till the fame
wearinefs induced the people again to confer the
fovereignty on the grand duke of Etruria, where
it remains. to this time. Itis not eafy to conceive
what further experiments can be made of a fove-
reignty in one aflembly, or how the confequences
tc be drawn from them can be more decifive.
W hether the affembly confifts of a larger or a fmal-
ler number, of nobles or commons, of great peo-
ple or little, of rich or poor, of fubftantial men or
the rabble, the effefts are all the fame: No or-
der, no fafety, no liberty, becaufe no government of
law. ‘

It is often faid, that the republics of Greece,
Rome, and Tufecany, produced in the minds of
their citizens great virtues; an ardent love for
their country, undaunted bravery, the love of po-
vertys and the love of fcience, &c. Butif a little
attention is beftowed upon the fubje&, thefe will be
found to be very feeble arguments ia their favour.
—It was not the love of their country, but of their
faction. There was in every city three fations at
leaft; every citizen loved one third of his fellow-
citizens, and hated the other two-thirds. It is
wue that, in fuch a ftate of things, affetion for

friends
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friends ftrengthens.in proportion to the fear and
hatred of enemies, and the defire of revenge be-
comes as ftrong a paffion, and demands oratzﬁ-
cation as imperioufly, and perhaps more fo, than
friendfhip. How was it pofiible, when men were
always in war and danger, that they fhould not be
brave ? Courage isa quahty to be acquired by all
men by habit and praétice. When fcenes of death
and carnage are every day before his eyes, how is

it poflible that a man fhould not acquire a con-
tempt of death, from his familiarity with it, efpe-
cially if life is made a burden by conrtinual exer-
tion and mortification?—The love of poverty is a
fictitious virtue, that never exifted.—A preference
of merit to wealth has fometimes exifted under all
governments; but moft of all under ariftocracies.
‘T his is wifldom and virtue in all. But can much of
this be found in the hiftorians of any country, that
was not poor, and obliged to be fo? Can you fee
chh of it in Florence and Siena? The love of
{cience and literature always grows, where there is
much public deliberation and debate, and in fuch
governments, where eyery faculty as well as paffion
1s always on the ftretch, great energy of mind ap-
pears. But there isa forrn of government which
produces a love of law, liberty, and country, in-
ftead of diforder, irregularity, and a faction; which
produces as much and more independence of fpirit,
and as undaunted bravery; as much efteem of
merit in preference to wealth, and as great fim-
plxczty » fincerity, and generofity to all the commu-
nity, as others do to a fa&ion; which produces as
great a defire of knowledge, and infipitely better
faculties to purfue it ; which befides produces fe-
curity of property, and the defireand opportunities
for commerce, which the others obftruét. Shall
any one hefitate then to prefer {fuch a oovernmcn:
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at this to all others ? A conftitution in which the
people referve to themfelves the abfolute controut
of their purfes, one effential branch of the legif-
lature, and the inqueft of grievances and ftate
crimes, will always produce partriotifm, bravery,
fimplicity, and fcience; and that infinitely better
for the order, fecurity, and tranquillity they will
enjoy, by putting the executive power into one
hand, which it becomes their intereft, as well as
that of the nobles, to. watch and controul..

BT E X R a1V

BOLOGNA.

DEAR SIR,
HE Tufcans were an ancient and originak
: eople of Italy, whofe power was fo con-
fiderable, that they extended their dominion from
one fea to the ather. Thefe people, fome ages
before the foundation of Rome, built twelve cities,
among which Bologna was made the capiral of
the kmodom. When fome years were elapfed,
after Coaﬂ:antme, from his reverence for the holy
fee, had tranfported the throne of the empire to
Byzantium, and the majefty of the emperors was
become, from its dlﬁrance, little refpeéted by the
Italuns, many cities, and Bologna among the
reft, in 382, inftituted a republic. Claterna, a
neighbouring city, at the diftance of twelve miles,
which had been built alfo by the Tufcans, like-
wife ere€ted an independent republic; but an emu-

* Bombaci, p. 2.
lation,
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lation arifing firft, and a war afterwards, in which
the Claternates were fubdued, and being difcon-
tented with their obedience to the citizens of
Bologna, as they had been formerly with that to
their king, they were received, according to the
cultom of the Romans, into the country of the
conquerors. This city was afterwards ruined by
the barbarians, fo entirely, that no veftige of &
remains but in hiftory. S

In g61 Otto,* emperor of the Germans, came g61.
into Italy, delivered it from the yoke of the Be-
rengarii, obtained of the pope the crown impe-
rial, and with general applaufe the title of Otto
the Great. This prince.perceiving that the cities
of Italy, from their natural generofity of fenti-
ment, and their diftance from the emperor, could
not be held in fubje&tion, conceded to many of
them their liberty, referving a light tribute,

1 Bologna obtained, with a fort of pre-eminencey
and with a {inaller tribute, her ufual liberty, with
the privilege of elefting her magiftrates with a
mixed authority, 2and conformably to the inftitu-
tion of Otto, with three councils, gave a form
to her republic, with the title of a communirty.
The one was the Council of the Credenza, which
was that of the confuls and the other magi(s

* Muratori, Annals, tom: v. p. 397, anno gb1-z2.

+ Confegui Bologna con maggiori preeminenza, e minori
gravezze la efperimentata liberta con facolta d’cleggere i ma
giftrati conmero e mifto impero, e conforme all’ inftituto di
Ottone, contre forte di configli diede forma alla fua republica,
contitulo di commune. L’unc fi il configlio di credenza che
era quello de* confoli, e de gli altri magiftrati : Paltro fa il
particolare che comprendava i nobili: il terzo fu il generale,
ct era quello del popolo, quale pero fenza podefta de fuffragi,
fi raddunava ad effer prefente & giuramenti de’ magiftraté, et
ad altre fomiglianti apparenze.—Hiftorie memorabili della
Citta di Balogna refirette da Gafparo Bombaci, p: q.
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trates ; the other was called the Special Council,
and comprehended the nobility ;3 the third was
called the General Council, and was that of the

people, which, without the power of fuﬁ'ragf:,‘

was affembled, in order to be prefent at the admi-
niftration of the oaths to the magiitrates, and
other fimilar public appearances. 1n this confti-
tution there is a fhadow, and no more, of three
branches. The people, who ought to conftitute
an effential part, were excluded from all influ-
ence, and only called out occafionally to look at
their rulers, and gratify their fenfes with fhouts
of acclamation. The credenza and the nobility

formed an ariftocracy, in which the magiftrates.

were appointed, and the adminiftration conducted.
It feems to have been an imitation of the Roman
confuls and fenate, without even the poor expe-~
dient of a tribune to controul them.

In 1153 the cities of ltaly began to elect pre-
tors, whom they named podefta or bailiffs; and,
excited by their example, the citizens of Bologna
eleCted Guido Saflo to that magiftracy, and in-
vefted him publicly with the fcepter and the fword
of juftice. This was a redution of the divifions
of the republic to that union which is the effect
of the government of a fingle perfon, againft the
corruption of which they endeavoured to provide
by the college of confuls, and by the brevity of
annual magiftrates. '

Felfinus, king of Tufcany, was the founder of
the royal city of Bologna, the mother of arts,
{ciences, and ftudies, and the nurfe of laws, and,
after his own name, called it Felfina. This city,
which the Italian authors delight to defcribe, is
fitnated at the foot of the Apennines, in the
middlec of the Amilian Way, in the 44th degree of

latitude,
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latitude, between mountains and plains equally
beautiful and fertile; in the north a fruitful
plain, in the eaft the river Savena, in the weft
the Rhine; nor far from the fea, and in the
neighbourhood of lakes and rivers abounding
with fith. The air is temperate, and the country
plentiful of every thing neceflary and uleful to
human hfe.* This glorious city was by the
kings of Tufcany made the metropolis of thewr
dominion, and the feat of their refidence. Their
empire indeed extended only over the twelve
cities, of which this was the firft ; the others were
Veii, Chiufi, Cortona, Populonia, Tarquini, Ve-
tulonia, Volterra, Volfena, Rofelle, Perugia,
Arezzo, and Fiefole. '

39%

In the year 1123 the form of the republic of 1123.

Bologna, the ftate of the city, and the cuftoms
of the citizens, were as follow. Thofe who fhall
read their hiftory, will eafily perceive that this
republic did not, in thofe ancient and rude times,
adminifter the city {cientifically, nor conduct fkil-

fully the affairs of war. They elected three coun-

cils, a fpecial council, a general council, and a
council of credenza, in the authority of which,
with their magiftrates and judges, confiflted the
fupreme government. The f{pecial council was
ele€ted annually in this manner : In the beginning
of December the {pecial council and general coun-
cil were convocated, either by the confuls or by
the pretor, according as one or the other of thofe
officers happened to be in the government of the

republic, in prefence of whom, every one of the.

council, obferving the order of his tribe, made his
election and extraction of his lot. For this pur-

pofe, there ftood before a tribunal two urns, out

® Ghirarflacci, Hiftoria dj Bologna, p. =.
of
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of one of which were taken as many blank votes,
as there were men of that tribe prefent in council,
and on them their names were written; in the
other were as many other blank briefs, ten ex-
cepted, written by the hands of two brothers,
hermits of St. Auguftin, deputed by the council
for that purpofe. When the extraétion was to be
made of the firft tribe, a boy of the age of twelve

ears, or lefs, drew a brief from the principal urn,
and he whofe name came out prefented himfelf
at the tribunal; and the boy at the fecond urn
drew another brief, which if by chance i1t was
blank, fuch a one was excluded from the eleé&ion
of the council; but if the ticket was written,
fuch a one was an eleftor : and this method was
followed, until the ten black tickets declared the
ten electors of that tribe. This being done, the
fame was repeated by the men of the other tribes,
one by one, until forty men, thar is to fay, ten
for each tribe, were eleftors. Then the forty elec-
tors retired to a fecret place, and ele¢ted fix hun-
dred men, that is to fay, 150 for each tribe, ex-
cluding however the mean and poor artifans, oc-
cupied in low and bafe works, and none of the
minors of eighteen years were obliged to accept
of this office; and thefe fix hundred men prefented
themfelves to the fpecial council. In the fame
manner and order, in fubftance, in three days, was
ele¢ted the council of credenza; but all the
doftors of laws, without other qualification or
appointment, might enter this council, and that
of the fix Hundred. After three days more, ex-
altly in the fame mode, were eleéted the generak
council ; but he who had been an eleétor in one
counctil could not be an ele€tor in another. Thefe
councils congregated fometimes all together,and at
other times one by itfelf, according to the nature

of
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of the bufinefs, and affembled at the found of the
bells or the trumpets. There were provided
thefe councils three bells, the leffer, the middle,
and the greater ; for the fpecial council the fmaller
bell was rung, for the council of credenza the
middle, and for the council general the greater.
It was forbidden to the confuls, or the pretor, to
convocate the councils, if he had not previoufly
ordered to be written in the chancery, in a book
provided for that purpofe, the bufinefs which was
to be propofed and treated.- When the council
was collected, the chancellor propofed in publie
the fubjelt that was to be confidered; and this
being propofed, the orators, who were four, and
ftood near the tribunal of the magiftrates, rea-
foned in public : a like privilege was granted to
the orators of the magiftrates, who were alfo four;
but this merely relating to the affairs of the ma-
giftracy, whofe opinions, in anfwer to the queftion
feparately put to them, were written down, and
called the refolution or divifion. It was fome-
times tolerated, when it appeared to be necefiar
that private or individual magiftrates fhould ha-
rangue in council, who afcending a pulpit, with a
loud voice delivered their opinions ; and upon the
queftions propofed by them a divifion was made,
or a refolution taken. Thefe divifions were made
in various ways : fometimes the opinions of every
one were taken in fecret, and written down by a
notary, one by one; at other times every one
gave his vote openly and audibly, and frequently
the decifion was made by white and black beans=
now thofe of one opinion went to one fide of the
room, and thofe of a different judgement to the
other; then one party ftood up and another fat
down; and in thefe cafes the voices were num-<
bered by the muinifters publicly. The will and
refolution

3%
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refolution of the council being determined, the
decree was publithed, and recorded in a book,
and another council could not be convoked till
this decree was made, A number of netaries
were employed ; fome to write the fpeeches and
opinions, others to publifh the decrees, and others
to receive the laws, Such were the ufages of the
councils of this republic, which was honoured
with the name of commons, or community. Of
the magiftrates, fome were ordinary, others ex-
traordinary: the ordinary were created and deput-
ed every vear in the republic, and were called
the magiftrates of the court; the extraordinary
were thofe who were depured for fome extraor-
dinary bufinefs. The priacipal ordinary magif-
trates were the confuls of the community, or the
pretor inftead of them. The confuls of juftice,
the judges of the community, the attorney gene-
ral, the judges of appeals, the judges of new
erimes, the judges of the office of exiles or out-
Jaws, the judges of new caufes, a judge who was
the executioner of fentences, the quzeftor, and all
others, had their foldiers and notaries. The extra-
ordinary were the legates, curators, and fyndics.
T'he fame mode was obferved in the choice of con-
fuls as of counfcllors. The ele€ion of pretor
was in this manner: In the month of September
the councils general and fpecial were ealled toge-
ther at the pleafure of the magiftrate; but be-
fore they convened, the day and hour that this
a1d that tribe was to appear was publithed ; and
1n the manner already defcribed in the elec-
tion of counfellors, the forty men were drawn
from one and the other council affembled, ex-
cluding however the magiftrates : thefe forty fud-
denly retired to a fecret chamber, where they were

lccked up by the confuls of the ftate, and tho»i”ef
o
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of the merchants and bankers, that no one might,
by word or letter, be corrupted ; and if, through
the whole night and the nextday, by confent at leaft
of twenty-feven of them, they had not created
a pretor, they loft the authority of the elettion,
and the next day the pretor convoked the ge-
neral council, and che council of the credenza, and
from one and the other were deputed, as be-
fore, forty men ; and if thefe, to the number of
twenty-feven, could not agree, the eletion and de-
putation of the pretor was reduced to a fuffrage
or joint ballot of the general council and council
of credenza. The pretor might be elcéted from
any city, at the pleafure of the council, provided
he was not a relation of any of the ele&tors in the
third degree, or nearer, poffefled areal eftate in
Bologna or its territory, was not lefs than fix and
thirty years of -age ; and it was an injun&ion al-
ways to elet a man of reputation, virtuous, noble,
and wife. Of right, according to the ftatute, a pre-
tor might be eleted from the place of the antece-
dent pretor (and this was fomertimes praétifed) but
he might not be his relation. The election end-
ed and publithed to the councils, public letrers
were written to the pretor eleét, tequefting his
acceptance of the honour that was offered him;
and upcn the day when he made his entry into the
city, he was met and honoured by all the people.
The pretor had the fame prerogatives and autho-
rities which the confuls had, and therefore accord-
ing to the times, the republic was governed
fometimes by confuls, and fometimes by pretors,
and fometimes there were at once both confuls
and a pretor, as appears by inftruments figned
both by the confuls and a pretor in the years 1177
and 1179. It appears, that the confuls citizens
fometimes came to an eleétion of a foreigner for a

pretor,
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pretor, to compofe the difcords which arofe bes
tween the citizens and {uch as abufed their liberty,
to the end that they might call delinquents to
account, and punifh with more feverity, and not
fluctuate fo eafily from love or hatred, fear or fa-
vour. But becaufe for the moft part the pretors
were not fkilled in the laws, they conduéted with
them at firft two, and afterwards four judges of the
law, and the pretors were decorated with high
hats, long fwords, and a fcepter, to denote their
power; and from this they were afterwards vul-
garly called podefta. Befides the confuls or the
pretor, in whom refided almoft the fum-total of
the republic in peace and war, certain other ma-
giftrates, as has been mentioned, governed, and the
mode of eleting them was the fame. Two tribes
were called out to the lot one day, and the two
wothers the next; and they deputed, or rather cafuat
eletors, were prohibited to choofe a father, fon,
brother, or any other relation, and moreover fuch
as were inept, unfkilful, or incapable of fuch go-
vernment : and zccording as any one was eleéted,
he was proclaimed with a loud voice in council.
And to obviate all frauds which might be attempt-
ed, the ten briefs or written tickets being drawn,
a2l the reft were examined in prefence of the
counctl, to fee that there were no more than the
law allowed. It was provided by law, that noone
could eleét or publith 2 magiftrate who did not
pay twenty pence into the purfes of the treafury,
which were recoverable by the pretor ; and it was
forbidden to any one to accept of the office if he
had not been out of it one year. None could be
eleCted but by that tribe in which he had his do-
micil ; and every one who entered on a magiftracy,
took an oath to exercife his office with integrity
and fidelity. Befides the magiftrates already men-

tioned,
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tioned, there were thofe of the militia ; the mode
of ele&ting whom was the fame, but the govern-
ment different. The command in chicf of the
militia was given to the confuls, or 7o zbe pretor.
The officers of the arimmy were different among the
cavalry, in the infantry, of the people, and laftly
of the triumphal chariots. The officers or pre-
feCts of thefoot, of the horfe, or of the people, be-
caufe they carried a ftandard (gonfalone) were
called gonfaloniers, and each onein his tribe, in
council, by his own fellow tribunes, was eleted in
the manner before defcribed. Moreover, fome
citizens ferved in the miliia on foot, and fome
others on horfeback ; and thefe performed the fer-
vice more voluntarily than when deputed by com-
miffion of the magiftrates to that purpofe ; where-
fore, when any enterprize was undertaken by the
military order, every one, whether of the foot or
the horfe, according to the necefiity, went out un-
der his own ftandard or enfign ; and if the fervice
required a greater appearance, each gonfalonier of
tlie people led out his own tribe, and then it was
{aid, that the people were gone out ; and it rarely
happened that all the tribes went out at once,
but at one time the infantry of one tribe and the
cavalry of another, at another time one whole
tribe, and upon another occafion another. Inthe
militia were enrolled all the men from cighteerdi@®
years of age to feventy, at which age men were’
releafed from all public offices, fo as to be even re-
jected from the council ; and if by accident any
old men, who exceeded that age, rafhly enter-
ed the council, they were forbidden the elec-
tion. In every parith, by deputed mufter-mai-
ters, were deicribed or regiftered in order thofe
who kept horfes for war. Thefe orders, which
were enregiftered fometimes by tens, and feme-
fimes
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times by twenty-five, according to the number
of the foldiers, and defcribed by the mufler-
muafters, at certain periods conduéted their horfes
ta officers deputed for the fervice, to be reviewed
and approved, and notaries took down their names,
with their furniture, and the qualities of the horfes.
Military expeditions were of two forts; one with
fquadrons or legions of light horfe, the other
wich regular armies ; and very great was the dif-
terence between being commanded out upon an
excurfion of troopers, and an expedition with the
army ; and fo frequent were the excurfions of the
cavalry, that it was ordained, that in every tribe
there fhould be public marfhals or horfcfhoers,
and every malfter of a bourg fhould have always
ready, and in order, all the inftruments for fthoe-
ing horfes, to the end that the cavalry paff-
ing that way, and having occafion, might be al-
ways ferved. The treafurer paid a certain ftipend
to every magiftrate, and kept an account of the
public revenues and all expences. The revenues
confifted in tributes, gifts, tolls, and cuftoms.

The gifts were upon the doors, bankers, lands;

mills, oxen, &c.; and if the revenue was not
fufficient for the expences of the war, by order of
council was impofed a tax upon polls and eftates,

ccording to every man’s poficflions and incomes.

L,
"“hus much concerned the ordinary magiftrates.—
F'he extraordinary were always eleted by the pre-

tor, as the ambaffadors, directors of public works,
and the fyndics. No magiftrate could go upon
any embafly : and whoever was fent abroad out of
the rerritory upon any embafly, they afiligned him

three horfes, two notarics, and one cook ; and if

the embaifly was to the pope or the emperor, the
expence and the company and attendants were or-

dered at the difcretion of the council. A commi-
3 fion
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fion was given the ambaflador in writing, and the
whole legation was governed by their inftruc-
tions. It was ordained in general terms, that no
one fhould petition or feek to be created of the
number of magiilrates, and if any one was known
to feek it, his conduét was publicly related in
council, and it was reproached to him as the great-.
eft infamy. The officers of flate, with the title of
podefta, with hisjudges and notaries, wereeleéted
part from the mountains, and partly from the
plains or low lands. The caftles which were {ub-~
jeft to the Bolognefe eletted. alfo their own con-
fuls, and, when they were commanded, went to
war with them, and carried various ftandards.
All the burthens and tributes were much heavier
upon them than upon the citizens, excepting thofe
who, for{ome particular merit, had becn exempt-
ed by the council. There were many colleges or
companies in the city, asthat of the merchants, the
goldfmiths, and the artificers. The merchants
and gold{miths created their own confuls, and the
companies of artificers appointed their own feig-
niors or treafurers; and thofe, who were abletodo
it, colle&ted together in aflociations for the pro-
‘motion of commerce and improvement in the
arts. The people and the city afterwards increaf-
ing, there were eleCted certain colleges of arms,
one called that of the L.ombards, another della
Branca, and another del Griffone ; and thefe bad
the care of the arms of the repuyblic, and were
decorated by the city with many privileges : and
the foreigners, who were of thefe companies, were
made citizens of Bologna, if they had been houfe-
holders ten years in the city, and might be of the
council of the commeons, {tewards of companies,
and magiftrates, equally with other citizens. The
greateft part of the labourers in the country were
Yoi. I, Cec : flaves
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flaves of the nobles, from which fcrvuudi: how-
ever they were afterwards liberated, the commu-
y paying a certain fum of money to their malf-
ters. All thefe particulars of their conftitution
were found in the ancient cuftoms, or the privi~
Ieges granted or confirmed by the emperors, or in
the decrees of the councils, or in the laws of the
city : the former were called reformations, the lat-
ter ftatutes. The decrees were thofe ordinances
which, at the prayer of the pretor, were accepted
by the councils, or made by him, and approved
by them. The laws were no other than the ordi-
nances made by the legiflators, which were called
ftatutteri, or law givers. No ordinary magiftrate
was of thefe legiilators, but they were deputed,
according to the wants of the city, from ume to
time, and, after the example of the Athenians, re-
viewed the old laws, and altered, amended, ac-
commodated, and reformed them, accordmg to
their _]udgements. The laws which thefe legifla-
tors made were reported to the council, by them
recited publicly to the people, and written 1n the
volumes of Civil Reafon, which were called the
Stature Books. This conftitution was preferved
till after the year 12 50.—~The houfes were of wood,
without much ornament or fkill in archite&ure 3
and from this caufe they were frequently expofed
to terrible fires. Among all the buildings, the moft
noble objetts were the fteeples and rowers, built
upon the churches and all the houfes of the prin-
cipal citizens. The frequent fires, and the com-
mon calamides of Iraly, the deluges of water, and
the frequent exiles of the citizens, are fuppofed to
have deftroyed many objeéts, and buried in obli-
vion many facts worthy of eternal remembrance.—
There are greater traces of an artificial and f{cien-

t!nu.l legiflation 1n this conftitution, than in either
that
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that of Florence ofySiena ; neverthele(s all au-
thority, legiflative, executive, and judicial, was in
one council, for when the f{pecial and general

council met together they acted as one, and when

one met alone it alted as fovereign: the podeita,
and his judges and notaries, were only deputies of
the council. Although fo much pains was taken,
by mixing lot with choice, by rotations, and other
prudent precautions, to preveatambirtion, faction,
and fedition from entering, all was inefleCtual.—
Omitting motit of the wars, foreign and domeftic,
we may fele&t a few inftances from whence the
operation of this form of government may be
evinced. s
Heunry the Fifth, as he was called, but of
Germany the Sixth, after his fucceffion to his
father Frederick, paffing through Bologna with
Conftantia his wife, in his way to Rome, to re-
ceive the imperial crown, was magnificently re-

ceived by the people, and entertained by Gerardo,

bithop of Bologna, in the bithop’s palace; and,
in acknowledgment of bis kind reception, gave to
Gerard the title of prince, which was afterwards
retained by the bifhops of Bologna. Henry was
not only crowned as emperor, but with much ce-
remony invefted in the kingdom of the two Sici-
lies, as the inheritance of his wife Conftanta.

In the next year, Gerardo, bithop of Bologna,
by his favour with the emperor and the pope,
and the privileges he had obrained for the city,
was grown into fuch reputation for juftice and
virtue with all men, that he was conftituted
pretor with great popularity, and in the begin-
ning of his dignity he contra@ed a friendihip with
Albert the count of Prato, and made a treaty for
mutual defence. Gerardo having the firft year
adminiftered in fuch a manner as to be thoughr a

-2 bright
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bright example of a good and@moderate goverii-
ment, a littcle afterwards feemed to be changed in
his whole nature, began to defire innovations, °
openly to favour the plebeians, opprefling the -
nobles and firft men of the city, which gave
occafion to great diforders and feditions: for
the parricians, who had conferred upon him the
office, and were accuftomed and habituated to the
command of others, could not eafily tolerate the
injuries and humiliations impofed upon them,
and the evident partiality of the pretor; fo that
having congregated in the palace, they created
twelve confuls, of men of great authority in Bo- -
logna.- Gerardo hearing of the eletion of con-
fuls was in high wrath, and began to threaten them
with an angry countenance; butthey fuddenly
publifhed to the people that he was depofed from
the office of pretor. Giacomo Orfi, a powerful
citizen, and a favourer of Gerardo, collefted a
company of armed men, and attempted to oppofe
the refolution of the confuls and patricians;
whereupon Specialino Griffoni, not lefs celebrated
in letters than in arms, and one who was ftudious
and intent upon maintaining the republic, turned
round to the nobles, and harangued them as
follows: << Is it confiftent with our duty or our:
<« honour, fellow-citizens, to fuffer that autho-
¢ rity, which for three hundred years and more
« we have enjoyed, of direCting this our republic,
¢ to be wrefted from us by a private perfon, by
< us alone, for the univerfal fafety of the city,
«¢ placed n the government of it 7 Shall we fub- .
¢ mit to become like the vileft populace, efteem-
¢ ed of no importance or authority, and {ubjeéted
<« to that Gerardo, to whom we are, and for
<« ever fhall be, objeéts of jealouly and terror, as
< long as our republic fhall have any energy, or
£ 14
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‘¢ in a moment: never think of bearing this in-’
fupportable tyranny ; and let the object itfelf,
and the opportunity of the moment rouze you
to this enterprife, infinitely more than my
words ; and accept of me, according to your
pleafure, cither as a foldier, or a captain in the

¢ fervice, to which I am willing to devote my
| < foul and body.” Amidit all this ariftocratical
3 thunder, the flill voice of reafon and experience
whifpers to a candid reader the probability that
the nobles were more tyrannical than Gerardo ;
that the people were impatient under it ; Gerarda
difpofed to alleviate their burthens ; and the no-
bles thence alarmed with the apprehenfion of a
mafter over themiclves, rather than over the peo- |
ple. The fpeech being ended, he feized his arms, ’:
and, accompanied by the confuls and the greater
part of the nobles, marched to the bithop’s palace.
Giacomo Orfi, with thofe devoted to him, oppof~
ing them in arms, they came to a&tion; but Giaco-
mo not being able to refiflt the impetuofity of the
affailants, with great difficulty faved himfelf, with
Gerardo, by flying from the city. The confuls,
difappointed by their flight, were the more ex-
afperated againft Orfi, and feeing they had them
not in their power, they declared them rebels
againft the republic, confifcated all their property,
and ordered their houfes and towers to the ground.
Such decifion delivered the city for the prefent
from this violent fedition, and with as much vir-
tue as that which delivered the Roman patricians
from Melius or Manlius.

But the next year, under new confuls, although. | :
it appeared that the the fedition of Gerardo was 2=
quieted, and that no difpofition remained for in-
nQvation, yet all on a fudden, on the firft of July,
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fome of his abettors proceeded from words to
blows witn fome of the adverfe party, in which
affray Pietro Scannabecci loft his right hand, and
Scannabecci Rampeni lay mortally wounded,
among many others both killed and wounded.
‘The day after, both parties having prepared their
arms, came to battle again in the palace of the
cominunity, when Giufeppe Occellette and To-
mafo Tafchi da i Gieremei, fautors of Gerardo,
were flain; whereupon the confuls were again
obliged torecur to arms againft Gerardo, who,
having taken poffeflion of a caftle called Sor-
refano, had there fortified himfelf. They fent out
Guglielmo Malavolti, a conful, with a chofen band
of foldiers, who conduéted with fo much fkill and
bravery, that he chafed Gerardo from his fortrefs,
and burnt his caftle. In a fhort time the empe-
ror Henry, by a decree, liberated the bifhop,
Gerardo, whom he ftill called his prince in all
his caufes, from his oath of calumny, and permits
him ta exercife his fun&ions in all his caufes, and
thofe of the bithopric, by an adminiftrator, oy
other legitimate perfon. _
Thenextyear, 1195,1t feems they triedthe expe-
riment of a pretor again (that is to fay, as we may
conjeture the family of Gieremei, and their party,
prevailed inthe public councils to carry this point),
and Guido Cino was elected. Butinhis adminiftra-
tion, following the fteps of Gerardo, after having
done infupportable things againft many perfons,
he was dithonourably depofed from his office, and
accufed of an infinite number of iniquities ; and
attempting to fly, was by thofe whom he had
offended inade prifoner, and for his punifhment
all his teeth were drawn out of his head, and then
he was f{et at liberty, and in his place was appoint- .
ed Guido da Vilmercato, of Milan,
| In
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In 1202, civil difcords arofe in the city, by which 1202.
Bologna was not a little troubled and afflicted. The
firft diforder that occurred, arofe from an ancient
enmity between the Afinelli and the Scannabecci. Afinelli,
Thefe two faltions meeting in the high fireet, and Scan-
with a fudden and impetuous onfet engaged in Babecci
arms, and many were killed and wounded on both
fides. This quarrel was compofed, by the inter-
pofition of the pretor and the other nobles; but
another foon arofe from a more private offence,
becaufe Giovanni Tettalafini had killed Guido
Peppoli: this enmity between thefe two fami-
lies continued for forty years before it was
pacified. ?

In 1212, upon fome public occafion, amonga 1212.
great concourie of nobility on horfeback, Giere-
mia Malavolti falling from his horfe, was killed,
to the grief of the people and the emperor, and
probably to the equal joy of the nobility.

In the year 1218 there were in the city of Bo-
logna ten thoufand icholars at the academy for
the ftudy of the law, 1in fuch reputation was that
univerfity.

Thequarrelbetween Frederick theemperor, and 1227«
Gregory the pope, revived in Bologna the party
diftin¢tions of Guelphsand Ghibellines, drawnfrom
Germany in the time of Henry the Fourth. Not
only fome cities favoured the emperor, and others
the pontiff, but in the city of Bologna the citi-
zens arrived at that degree of extreme madnefs,
that, in hatred of each other, they {ftrove ta deprive
cach other @fsheir lives and fortunes rogether.
Sons became enemies to their fathers, and bro-
thers to brothers, and, as if it was not enough to
{hed their own blood, like mad dogs, they pro-
ceeded to demolith houfes, and to burning the

€ 4 Citics,
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cities, the trees, and the corn. This diabolieat
peftilence produced fuch an averfion to each other,

that they ftudied to diftinguifh themfelves in all
 things : in their clothes, in the colours they

wore, in their afkions, their {peech, their walk,
their food, their falutations, their drink, their
manner of cutting bread, in folding their nap-
kins, in the cut of their hair, and innumerable
other extravagances equally whimiical. A plague
truly horrible, a flame wholly inextinguifhable;
which proved the extintion of fo many noble
families, and the ruin of fo many miferable
cities. - :

The next year, under the pretorfhip of Uberto
Vifconti, out of a violent fedition arofe a cruel
war. Gottifredo, count of Romagna, favourite
of Frederick, toock Manzolino, a caftle of Romag-
na, and from it drove out the prefelt of Bologna,
who returned home, and excited the people to a
violent revolt, becaufe every one lamented that
the caftle, by the negle©& or mifconduct of the
pretor, and of thofe who governed in the city,
was loft,asthey pretended; and in fuch manner did
this conceived indignation increafe in the hearts
of all, that feizing their arms, againft the refolu-
tion of the republic, they colleéted together in
the piazza, made mmediately a captain of one
Giufeppe Tofchi, 2 man not only bold but rafh,
and, with terrible huzzas, ran tumultuoufly to the
palace of the pretor, where Giufeppe demanded
the ftandard of the people, and the armed guards
of the palace, declaring that h@Would go out
and meet the enemy, that he might not commit
further depredations on the territory of Bologna.
T he pretor refufed his demand ; but Giufeppe,

‘confulting only his own temerity, broke open the

gates of the palace, forced his entry into it, ran-
: facked
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facked every thing, and having burnt all the
papers of the pretor, to acquire more favour with ~
the people, turned out all the public tables, rung
the bells againft the orders of the pretor and the.
guards, and having thus colleted all the people
armed in the piazza, he conduéted out the tri-
umphal car of the pretor, and ordered all things
for war. He then arranges 4000 infantry under
Bornio Gieremei, whofe tool he probably was,
800 cavalry under Orfo Caccianemici and Pren-
diparti Prendiparti, four hundred men at arms
under Alberto Gallucci and Lodovico Ariofti;
and in this curious manner a foundation was
laid for a change in the commonwealth, and an
inftitution of the People. They called by this
name, The People, the new republic placed in the
hands of the people, whofe fuperintendants were
appointed to be, the prefeét of the people, the
antiant, the confuls of the merchants, and the Antiani.

mafters of colleges, According to Thomas Ac-
quinas, the antiani were inilituted in the cities of
ltaly, that they might take the part of the ple-
beians, as were the tribunes in Rome: but after
this Giufeppe, whom they created prefect of the
people, no other prefect is mentioned 11ll 125435.
The Florentines and the Genoefe having ordained
- arepublic of.the people about the fame rime,
introduced alfo the prefeét of the people and the
antiani; and thefe popular republics were fuf-
tained, with their proper councils, to whom the
prefeéts were reftors or prefidents: and at the
head of the antiani alfo were the pretors and their
judges; and fi¥ antiani were created from all the
four and twenty tribes, and as long as the ufe and
creation of thefe antiani continued in this fort of
republic, their number was often increafed, as
well as that of the confuls of merchants and
mafters
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mafters of colleges. By this change of govern+

ment the republic became involved in two wars
at once, with Imeola and Modena; and the peo-
ple of Bologna, finding their affairs not fucceed
to their wifhes, rofe in a tumult, and killed Ro-
lando Formaglini, fuperintendant of Piumazzo,
becaufe his fortrefs was taken by the enemy,
alledging their fufpicions that he had betrayed it
for money T he animofities of the Guelphs and
Ghibellines mixing with the difputes between
the nobles and commons, produced convuliions
in every city, efpecially in thofe adhering to Fre-
derick, that in Modena, Reggio, Parma, Cre-
mona, Bergamo, and Pavia, thofe who favour-
ed the church were finally expelled by the
power of their adverfaries, and driven into exile;
and Bologna ftill continued to be agitated with
feditions, as well as with difputes with their
bifhop and the pope, by whom they were excoms
municated,

In 1234 they fettled the controverfy with the
bifhop, but a greater tumult than had ever been
known arcfe, on account of Alberto Lambertacci,
who being in the piazza, and feeing Gabriel San-
cio his enemy, killed him. This homicide put
arms into the hands of a multitude of citizens.
‘T he preter not having the criminal in his power,
publifhed a proclamation againft htm. Therela-
tions and friends of the deceafed locked out for
a fevere revenge ;3 and as they {faw that the party

" of the Lambartacci were upon their guard, and

went about prepared, with a great retinue of
armed men, they confulted together about the
manner of coming to action. Meeting one day
with Alphonfo, the brother cf Albert, they came
to a rude fcuffle together, in which much blood
was fhed, and much more mifchief would ll;z.:c

n
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been done, if the interpofition of the pretor had
not interrupted 1t for the prefent: but this broil
was the beginning of difcords and feditions which
lafted a long time. The hatred between the moft
confiderable families had grown f{o inveterate,
having continued, with few interruptions, for forty
years, viz. from the death of Guido Peppoli, that
much bloodfhed was apprehended; but John of
Bologna, a famous preacher, coming into the
city, preached peace, charity, and benevolence,
to his immortal honour, with fo much fuccefs,
that a kind of reconciliation was made between
the families of Delfini and Malatafchi: Torelli
and Andalo; Griffeni, Artemiffii, and Caftel de
Britti; Gallucci and Carbonefi ; Lambertini and
Scannabecci ; Peppoli and Tettalafini; who had

been conftant enemies—and {everal intermarri-
ages were contracted among them.

409

1243,

In the year 1244 is found the next mention of 1244.

the antiani of the people, who prefided in the
inftituted republic of the people, and moderated
in two councils; one called the little council,
which they, with the confuls of the merchants and
gold{miths, mafters of the arts and of arms, with
the gonfalonier of the people, and the colleges
and their counfellors, compofed ; and the other
they called the grand council, in which they alfo
were again found, with the other larger number
of counfellors ; and all that was by thefe ordained
was perpetually to be obferved : fo that all laws

were made, executed, and judged by the majority

of this fingle council, or by perfons deputed by
them; the fame original and effential fault that
had occafioned their miferies, and continued to
increafe them.

In 1248, making fecretly great preparations
for war, and calling to their affiftance L.a Mar-
¢2 Romagna and Azzo da Efte, they created

eight
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cight noblemen. to condué the war againft the
Modenefe ; thefe were Alberto Gallucci, Lam-
bertacci, Prendiparti, Samaritani, Scannebecci,
Ariofti, Guido Gieremei, and Cottellani. For
captain general they eleted the marquis Azzo
da Efte; but he being infirm, to 'fhew his gra-
titude to the fenate, he fent them three thou-
fand cavalry, and two thoufand foot. Giere-
meil had command of half the men at arms, and
I.ambertacci of the infantry. It appears from
this, that though the government was called popu-
lar and the people, that the people was no more
than an ariftocracy, and that the nobles were not
excluded. The two families of Gieremei and
I.ambertacci were very near the head of the re-
public, and, as we fhall foon fee, moft eagerly con-
tending for the foremoft ftation. An obftinate bat-
tle was fought, - in which great exertions both of
fkill and bravery were fhewn, and a complete
vi&tory obtained by the Bolognefe, and king
Hentio taken prifoner.

In 1254, in the council general and fpecial of
the commons of Bologna, were confirmed the
treaties with the marquis da Efte and the com-
mons of Ferrara. The next year the republic
adorned itfelf with a new magiftraté, Ricardo
Viila being made pretor; but becaufe the pretor
was the fuperintendant of the republic of nobles,
which was called The Commons, it was now their
pleafure that there fhould be a prefe&, or cap-
tain of the people, who fhould govern the popu-
far republic called Zhe People. This dignity had
been laid afide a long time, though it had been the
original title of the firft magifirate, but was now
revived, and Giordino Lucino was elefted to it.—
Separating the functions, it was ordained, that the

pretor fhould have the authority and juri‘ﬁﬁ&ior} |
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ef the ¢ity, and be fuperinteridant of the councils
of the commons, and that the captain fhould
adminifter in war abroad ; that wirthin the city
the councils of the people fhould govern, and
confer in the public bufinefs with the antiani.

In the year 1257 a tranfaftion was completed,
which alone ought to be fufficient to immortalize
the republic of Bologna. There is among the
regords of -that city a book, intitled * The
¢« Paradife of Pleafure,” which contains the de-
cree of the 3d of June, 125%, by which all the
flaves and villains were manumitted,. and taxed
annually in a certain quantity of corn, which was
configned to the care of an officer, already infti-
tuted and called the pretor of the fack, who was
appointed in the fame manner with the pretors of
the caftles. This law, prepared at firft by legifla-
tors, was, by the councils of the people, congre-

4ip

1257.‘

gated by the ringing of bells according to the

ufage, recited and approved. The record is in

fubftance —<¢ In the beginning God Almighety
“ planted a paradilfe of pleafure, in which he
“ placed man, whom he had created and cloathed
‘¢ with a white robe of innocence, giving him a
perfelt and perpetual liberty ; but the wretch,
unmindful of his own dignity and the divine
munificence, tafted of the apple forbidden him
by the commandment of Heaven, and thereby
dragged himfelf and all his pofterity down into
this valley of mifery, poifoned the human race,
and moft miferably bound it in the chains of
diabolical fervitude : and thus, from incorrup-
tible it was made corruptible, from immortal,
mortal, fubjected to continual viciffitudes and
moft grievous flavery. God, however, behold-
ing that the whole world had perithed, had
compaflion on the human race, and fent hjls
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only-begotten Son, born of the virgin Mary, who,
co-operating with the grace of the Holy Ghott,
to the glory of his own dignity, breaking the
bonds with which we were held caprive, re-
ftored us to our primitive liberty : and theré-
fore it is very juftly queftioned, whether men,
whom nature from the beginning produced and
created free, and the law of nations only fub-
jeted to the yoke of fervitude, ought not t#be
reftored to the blefling of manumiffion;---thefe
men, who are the difgrace of the caufe of
liberty ! In confideration of which the noble
city of Bologna, which has always contended
and fought for liberty, recolle&ting the paft
and providing for the future, in honour of Jefus
Chrift our Lord and Redeemer, has redeemed,
by a price in money, all thofe who, in the city
of Bologna and its bithopric, were found con-
fined 1n a fervile condition, and decreed them to
be free, after a diligent examination, ordaining
that no one, conftrained in any kind of flavery
in the city or epifcopacy, thall dare to remain
or be detained in it. And left fo great 2 mafs
of natural liberty, redeemed by a price, fhould
corrupt, by any remaining mixture of flavery,
as a moderate fermentation corrupts the whole
mafs, and the fociety of one evil depraves many
that are good---in the time of that noble man
and podefta, D. Accurfius of Sorixana, whofe
reputation fpreading far and wide, fhines like2
ftar, and under the examination of D. Jacob
Grataceli, his judge and affeflor, whofe fkill,
wifdom, conftancy, and temperance, recom-
mend him to all men, the prefent memorial 1s
made, which by its proper name ought juftly
to be called a Paradife, containing the names
of all the mafters and all the flaves, both malg
; €€ an
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e and female, that it may appear by what fer-
L4
« price redeemed; to wit, ten pounds for thofe
of more than fourteen years of age, whether men
¢ or women, and eight pounds for all under that
““ age, to every mafter, for every one whom he
¢ holds in fervitude. This memorial was written
“ by me, Conrad Sclariti, a notary deputed to
&€ the office of fervants and maids; and may it
¢ remain to pofterity a monument of this tran-
« faction.”* Awmidft the melancholy gloom of
factions and licentioufnefs, of injuftice and cruel-
ty, of fraud and violence, fuch a gleam of hu-
manity, equity, and magnanimity, is refrefhing.
It thall be left to your own reflections, the firft of
which will undoubtedly be a wifh to fee a para-
dife of pleafure in each of the United States of
A merica.

The temporary reconciliation of the nobles
had produced profperity and fuccefs to the re-
public ; but as the conftitution remained the fame,
and war alone had preferved the benevolent im-
preflions of John the preacher, as foon as war was
over the {editions of the citizens again difturbed
all their quiet and felicity. The Gallucci, Lam-
bertacci, Artenefi, Britti, Carbonefi, Scanna-
becci, all noble families and greatly efteemed
in Bologna, could no longer reftrain their paffions,
and, as the hiftorian very juftly obferves, God
knows how they could have reftrained them fo
long. ‘The Lambertacci were the firft to fet fire
to the umm of jealoufy and indignation, hatred
and revé@ge, and to begin the ruin of their

€

country. Provoked by fome words, reported to

them by their flatterers, and perhaps invented or

#* Ghirardacci, lib. vi. p. 1g4.
- exaggerated,
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exaggerated, they took arms, and coming fiercely
to action with the Gieremei, a great quantity of
blood was fhed on both fides ; and would have
proceeded to greater extremities, if Ramponi, a

“man 1n high efteem, had not bravely interpofed,

and by his wifdom and valour, partly by perfua-
fion and partly by force, brought them to an ac-
commodation ; yet the quarrel continued to break
out_at times, and prevailed even among the fchog
lars. One of the tribunes of the city was danger=
oufly wounded, and Raimendo, a Genoefe, was
beheaded, but this did pot end the diforder. The
Gallicct and Carbonefi took up the difpute, and
feveral horrid murders were commmitted, and feve-
ral of the dependencies of the republic, taking
advantage of the opportunity, or excited by par-
tifans, rebelled. T he diforder lurked however in
fome degree of fecrecy till 1260, when it broke
out again, and the parties began to colleft toge-
ther companices of 1die vagabonds, and on a thou-
fand occalions endeavoured to come to action.
Finally the Gieremei went out in arms againit the
Lambertacci, the Galucci againft the Carbonef,
and the Lambertini againft the Scannabecci, the
Artinefi againft the Britti; and continued for a
long {pace of ume in battle, each party affifted by
the families of its adherents. 1he pretor, with
all his court, and all their forces, were obliged to
turn out, and partly by his menaces, and partly
by fome fmall remains of reverence for authority,
he put a ftop to this moft fanguinary and horrible
rencounter. and obliged thofe who repgganed alive
to return to their houfes. E ™

In 3264 thefe inteftine broils were renew-
ed, particularly between the families of Lam-
bertacci and Gieremei, and while many were
anxious to make peace between them, and
were occupied in contriving the means of 1t

the
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the Lambertacci, little inclined to any accommeo-
dation, by exerting all their influence and in-
trigues, on purpofe to offend the Gieremel, pro-
cured that Peter Pagani, a powerful citizen of
Imola, fhould be made lord of 1t, to the end that
he might expel from thence all the friends of the
Gieremet, and demolifh all their houfes, a com-
miffion which he fully executed. Imola, thus
revolted from the obedience of Bologna, drove
out Giacopino Prendiparte of Bologna, or, as
others fay, killed him, who was commifiary and
governor in the name of the .city of Bologna.
This action fo difpleafed the fenate, that they
fuddenly fent out a powerful army with the tri-
umphal chariot, under the pretor, and obliged the
ufurper and his men to evacuate the poft. But
before this enterprife was finifhed, another tumult
happened againit the judges, one of whom, Uguc-
cione, was aflfaulted and killed, and the parties
were again upon the point of coming to a bloody
decifion, and it required the whole court in arms
to difperfe the rumult.—Before the end of the
year another tumult arofe in Imola, where the
Bricci, principal leaders of that city, favourers
of Cujano and Sofiatello, had fecretly introduced
many men, and drove out of the city the Imindoli,
their enemies or rivals. But the people were fo
difpleafed with this violence, that they rofe upon
the Bricci and their followers, and with the point
of the fword drove them out of the city, and
called in again the Imindoli. - The fenate, on the
news of this fidelity, beftowed the higheft praifes
on the people, and to reward them, by removing
the caufe of fuch inconveniencies, ordered that
for the future they fhould have no pretor at all,
and that all their differences fhould be brought
before the pretor of Bologna, to be adjudged with
Vou. 1l Dd - equity
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equity and celerity, upon condition that they
fhould pay the auditors or judges who fhould
hear their controverfies five hundred pounds a
year. All this was cheerfully accepted by the
people of Imola, as much preferable to conti-
nual quarrels in arms, to derermine whether the
Gieremei or Lambertacci fhould have the ap-
pointment of one of their inftruments to be a
pretor among them.

Clement the Sixth, among the firft a&ts of his
pontificate; invited into Italy, Charles of Anjou,

brother of St. Louis, king of France ; and Uberto,

count of Flanders, general of Charles’s army, pafi-
ed into Iraly with 40,000 men. Belogna, with
Milan, Bergama, Verona, Mantoua, Ferrara, join-
ed the church and France ; 4000 men under Gui=
do Antonio Lambertini, 2 noble Bolognefe, joined
the pope and the king. The Lamberuni indulg-
ing their enmity againft the Bochetti, laid a plot
one day to kill one of them, and thinking to find
him in a certain place, where their {pies bad in-
formed thein he was; they went to feck him, but
he was gone. In their return they met one of the
Scannabecchi ; letting loofe their malice againft
him, they killed him, and fled. ‘The pretor, in-
formed of their crime and flight, ifflued a procla-
mation againft them, rifled their houfes, and, to in-
timidate other malefaétors, burnt them to the
ground.  Fiunding by thefe continual homicides
that the government was too weak to reftrain the
parties, a new magiflracy was created in the city
of three men; who were to hear and prudently ex-
amine the differences among the nobles, and en-
deavour to appeafe them. Andalo, Malavolsi,
and Ramponi, all men of great candour and fin-
gular prudence, were chofen. Andalo was of great
authority with the Ghibellines, Malavolrti with the

2 » Guelphs,
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Gael hs; and fo was Rampom. Thefe, without

refpeét of perfons, judging with imparciality, had
a wonderful eﬁ'::& in the city, and with great
mildnefs compofed many difcords and leng enmi-
ties, particularly between the Afinelhi and Scanna-

becchi, among whom a great deal of blood had -

been fpﬂ}ed and who had been a long time ene-
mies ; and, in a word, brought the city to a de-
gree of tranquillity. It was this year that, hear-
ing of the defeat and death of Manfred, the Ghi=
bellines began to tremble, and the Guelphs to tri-
umph. Florence chofe two pretors from Bolog-
na, the fame Malavolti and Andalo, and ereted
~ their council of thirty-fix Guelphs and Ghibel.
lines, diftinguifhed the city into factions of greater
and lefler arts, and gave every art its gonfalenicr;
and this year Pante the poet was born.

In 1267 Charles Calzolaio, finding a young man
in Bologna in bed with his wife, killed him, o
maintain his own honeur, but was taken into cuf-
tody, and fentenced to death by the pretor; as one
who, contrary to the laws; had, by his own autho-
rity, done himfelf juftice. ‘This fentence appeared
to be unjuft to the other Calzolai; who renderly
loved their brother Charles; and they united toge-
ther, murually pledged their faith to each other to
refcue him, and taking arms; went to the palace of
the pretor, and forc:bly delivered Charles from his
prifon. This excited in the city a mighty tumulg;
and fo intimidated the pretor, that he concealed
himfelf in a place of fafety. The commotion fub-
fided by the exertions of the confuls, and the fury
of the Calzolai evaporated fo far that the fenat
ventured to inquire who were the authors of thc
tumult ;3 but the heads of it ‘were by this time

efcaped from the city; fo that the company of the

Culzolai were only fined in a fum ef money. To
Dd2 this
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this uproar fucceeded another ftill greater, be-
tween the Lambertini and Scannabecchi, in which
many were left wounded, and many flain; among
whom was Bartolomeo Guidozagni, a friend of the
I.ambertini. This tinCture of blood enkindled the
minds of the two parties to vengeance to fuch a
degree, that, like mad dogs,* they thought of
nothing but perfecution, murder, and extermi-
nation ; and they colle&ed their friends, both
within and without the city, together to this ef-
fect. The conluls in office, to whom informatioR
was given of the danger, publifhed a proclamartion,
that no man fhould be introduced or let into the
city, if he were not previoufly known to the depu-
ties appointed to {uperintend, who might know
by that means the reafon of his coming, and oblige
him to lay down his arms. This prudent precau-
tion in a few days quieted the faétions, and the
confuls, thinking the late diferder too light to be
very feverely punifhed, only made an example or
two in each of the families, by confining one of
the LLambertini in Mantoua, and one of the Scan-
nabecchi in Florence; and becaufe the confuls
faw the violent enmities which prevailed among
many noble families, which were in danger of in-
crealing every day to more mortal rancour, they
availed themfelves of the refolution and prudence
of Andalo and Malavolti, lately returned from
Florence, by electing them to compofe the peace
of the city, giving themn ample powers for that
end : and this meafure fucceeded {fo far, that the
I.ambertini and Scannabecchi, the Gozzadini and
Arienti, Guidozagni and Orfi, Calamatoni and
Sangiorgi, Bianchetti and Piccigotti, and many
other noble families, were reconciled, in the pre-

* Come cani arrabbiati.  Ghirardacci, p. 212.
fence
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fence of the confuls in the palace, with much fa-
tisfallion to the whole city. But as no meafure of

the executive could be taken without offence to

fome part of fuch a divided executive authority,
the confuls, by annulling all the condemnartions 1n
the late difturbances, excited the indignation of
the pretor Dandolo, fo that he refigned his office.
The confuls, who were not forry for it, appointed
Aurelio Roccadalla Torre, of Milan, in his ftead;
in this inftance, as in many others, before and after,
being obliged to appoint a foreigner for their firft
magiftrate, to avoid the certain feditions and re-
bellions that would have been excited by the ad-
verfe party, if any natural-born citizen, however
diftinguifhed by merit, had been raifed to this
eminence, among his jealous peers.
- In 1268 Alberto Caccianemici, for fome offen-
five words of his nephew Guido, fon of his bro-
- ther Givamonte, which were reported to him,
without examining the truth of the information,
in a fit of impatience for vengeance, called his
two fons to him, and ordered them to go and put
their coufin to death. His orders were executed
with great inhumanity ; but, in fuch a ftate of go-
vernment and parties, the laws are overborne by
popular and powerful individuals, and there is no
juftice to be had againft them in a regular profe-
cution: fo thought the people’in this cafe, and
therefore took upon themfelves the punithment of
fo atrocious a cruelty, by rifing in arms, and de-
molithing their houfes.

In 126 9 another inftance of a fimilar but more
important nature happened. The captain of the
people governed feverely in his office, and did not
do juftice to the people, as they faxd, and this
provoked the wrath of the people fo far, that they
depofed him. The pretor took this depofition in
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ill part, and thought that the principal authors of
it ought to be punifhed, at leaft in fome fmall de-
gree, to difcountenance fuch irregularity. But
this irritated the people fo highly, that, perceiving
his danger, he thought it prudent to fily ; and a
new pretor, as well as captain, were appointed.
T hus the difcontented nobles, although they could
not, from their oppofition to each other, obtain the
firft offices in the ftate, had it always in their
power, by fecret machinations with the people, to
excite tumults, and diftrefs, embarrafs, and depofe
the foreigners who held them. There is an ex-

ample of generofity in the gentlemen of Bologna,

in the year 1270, too much to their honour,
amidft all cheir quarrels, to be omitted. A great
fcarcity prevailed in all the cities of Tufcany and
Lombardy, and the people of Bologna were re-
duced to extreme mifery by famine, Upon this
occafion all the noblemen, and other rich men of
the city, had the charity to open their ftores, and
expofe all their corn and grain to the people; and,
not fatisfied with this, they united together, col-
lected all the money they had, or by their credit
could borrow, and offered it %o the fenate, that it
might be fent to Romagna, and other diftant pro-
vinces, to procure a fupply of bread for the city.
T his benevolent effort, however, produced an ac-
cidental ill effe&; it occafioned a rivalry in the
markets for grain between Bologna and Venice,
which produced refentments, retaliating impofits
and duties, and at laft a war, in which the Vene-
tians were conguered. But the city of Bolegna
could not enjoy its triumphs in peace: malig-
nant {pirits in fecret fcattered reports and calum-
nies to difturb the public tranquillity, fometimes
againft one illuftrious citizén, and fometimes ano-
ther., Thefe rumours coming to the years of the

: ~ {cnate,
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fenate, they exerted all their {kill to difcaver whe-
ther the crimes alledged had been committed or
not ; but, after all their diligence, found no evi-
dence, but idle fufpicions. Neverthelefs the fena-
tors and people, taking the hint from thefe en-
deavours to excite diforders, judged it would be

ufeful to create a new magiftracy of three men, of

the beft lives and moft wifdom, to conferve the
. quiet of the city, and to adminifter juftice, by re-
warding the good, and chaftifing the infolent dii-
turbers of the peace of others. ‘Fo this end was
given them ample authority to bear arms, and
to take with them armed men ; to imprifon delin-
uents, and accommodate all difputes which thould
arife: and thefe were called the Magiftrates of
Peace. The three chiefs divided their people into
three military claflfes : one was called of L.ombar-
dy, and to this was committed the red ftandard,
with the figure of Juftice holding a drawn fword
in her hand ; the fecond was called the Griffin,
and to this was configned the white ftandard,
with a red griffin; the Talt was called della Bran-l
ca, to which was allotted the white ftandard, with
a red lion holding a f{word, Thefe companies
were greatly efteemed in the city, and much ho-
noured by the fenate, who granted them fignal
privileges, regiftering the mamﬁrates as true and
noble citizens, While this new magiftracy was
whelly employed in the confervation of the ho-
nour and peace of the city, and daily reconciled
the minds of the citizens, the rancour of pri-
vate animofity broke out again in the murder of
Philip of Bologna, one of the company of delia
Branca, by Soldano de Galluci, who fled, which
beyond meafure difpleafed the fenate; and not
having the murderer in their power, in order ta
give complete fatisfaction to the company, they
D d 4 publithed
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publifhed a capital proclamation againft him, and
demolifbed to their foundations all the houfes he
had both in town and country. By this exemplary
punifhment alone would the irritated minds of the
company, who had arms in their hands, be pacified.

The next year it appears by the records, that,
befides the pretor and captain of the people,
four and twenty wife men ({apienri) were elected,
fix for each tribe, out of all the tribes of the city,
by the antiani, to preferve the companies of the
city. They elefted alfo four citizens to overfee
the plentiful fupply of the city; and five and
twenty other wife men to fuperintend the for-
trefles and caftles in the country, as well as
fome things relative to the government in the
city. All thefe inventions, di€tated by diftrefs,
and the feeling as well as fear of the evils of
difcord, were only aggravations of the evil, as
they only divided ftill more the executive power,
without dividing the legiflative; whereas the
dire€t contrary ought to have been the remedy,
viz. they ought to have wunited the executive

- power, and divided the legiflative, and by that

means have produced that trinity in unity, which

1s neither a contradition nor a myftery, but is

alone efficacious to curb the audacity of indi-
viduals, and the daring turbulence of parties.

- The judicial power, independent of all, is able
. to encounter any man, or combination of men,

without recurring to fuch rigorous meafures, in-
confiftent with liberty, as thefe new magiftrates
in Bologna were obliged to adopt. In order
to purge the city of its many popular diforders,
they were obliged to forbid a great nuimber of
perfons, under grievous penalties, to enter the

~palace : nor was it permitted them to go about

the city, nor to bear arms. -All this they were
: . : | obliged
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- obliged to do to prevent collettions of people

- in the ftreets. Afterwards fome of the firft people

of the city were banithed, and confined to cer-
tain places abroad, and, upon- pain of death,
fentenced to depart the city in three hours. It
is provoking to read the perpetual cant of thefe
hiftorians, fuch as, that in this year, 1273, Bo-
logna having compelled the Venetians to peace,
and ruling over Imo]a, Faenza, Forli, and the
caftles of Romagna, in peace, and by fear,. by
the valour of its citizens might have become
-great and glorious, if civil difcords had not be-
gan again to commit their cruel ravages. Thefe
diffenfions, on the contrary, proved the ruin of
the city, and were the caufe that, by little and
little, fhe loft her ancient authority and grandeur,
and from a patron fhe became a client, from a
miftrefs a fubject ; a miferable fall, which began
-in this manner. There were in Bologna two moft
.noble families, the Gieremei and the Lamber-
tacci, between whom had long fubfifted, not only
the party prejudices of Guelphs and thbel—-
.hnes, but a rivalry for power and pre-eminence
-in the ftate: but neither party animofities nor fa-
mily jealoufies were able to prevent Imelda, a
daughter of Orlando Lambertacci, 2 moft beauti-
ful young lady, from entertaining a paruality for
.Boniface, a fon of Gieremia de Geremei, a moit
beauriful young man, who was defperately in love
- with her.  This murual paffion thus increafing in
their hearts from day to day, the two lovers at
laft found an opportunity to meet and converfe
together. The lady’s brothers being engaged 1n
fome amufement at the houfe of the Caccianemi-
ci, having information of this interview, went to
their fifter’s chamber, and finding Boniface there,
fell upon him with their envenomed tempers and
' weapons,
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weapons, and perforated in an inftant his breaft .
and his hearr, their miferable fifter flying in de-
fpair from their fury. Having committed the mur-
der, they concealed the body in a fink, which ran
under fome apartment in the houfe, and fled from
the city. ‘The murderers departed. Imelda, full
of apprehenfions and terrible prefages of what the
fthould difcover, ventured to return to her cham-
ber, and feeing upon the floor a rivulet of bloed,
fhe followed its diretion, and opening the place
where her lover lay, the threw her delicate perfon
on his body, ftill warm and bleeding, and diftra&-
ed with tendernefs and grief, applied her lips to
his wounds, and drew in the poifon with his bleod ;
and while her thoughts were wholly confounded
with the pangs of her grief for her loft lover, the
ifon fpread over her whole frame to her heart,
and l1melda fell dead into the arms.of her Boni-
face. A cataftrophe fo tragical could not be re-
cited on a ftage without affeting in the moft fen-
fible manner the moft unfeeling audience. The
difcovery of it to the public in Bologna could not,
one would think, but melt the moft obdurate heart
of fattion, and foften the favage monfter to huma-
nity ; but the effect of it was fo contrary to this,
that it wrought vp the hatred between the two
fattions to a mortal contagion, which increafed
and fpread till it ruined and enflaved the republic.
‘While the unfortunate fate of Boniface and Imelda
deprefied the {pirits of the two noble families, the
fenate underftanding that the city of Forli had re-
belled, and that the Aigoni, according to the {tipu-
lation, were not reftored to their country, called
the council together, and the queftion was pro-
pofed, Whether they ought firft to march againit
the rebels of Forli, or merely to reftore the Aigoni

to Modena? 'The Lambertacci advifed, that _thE
' fir




Ghirardacci.

. firft attention fhould be given to the caufe of the
Aigoni ; and, on the contrary, the Gieremei advif-
ed that they thould firft endeavour to {ubjugate
Forli. The parties not agreeing in opinion, they
began to fall into confufion. Finally, the council
of the Gieremei prevailing, the army was fent out,
and laid clofe fiege to Forli.

The following year, the fenate having much
at heart the redu&ion of Forli, refolved, in
order to chaftife fo great a difobedience, to
order out the trimmphal chariot, and all their
army. The pretor enters the fenate to take
leave for his departure to the war, and there
found Antonio Lambertacci labouring to con-
vince them that the enterprife againft Forli would
not fucceed. After having urged many argu-
ments, he began to trample under foot the honour
of the Gieremei, who had carried this poiat againft
him. Gieremeo Gieremei, who was prefent, pro-
voked at his infolence,- gave him the lye, and by
mutual agreement they went out of the palace
into the piazza, where they drew their fwords and
began the combat. A great crowd of the two fac-
tions foon gathered about them, and f¢ll to fight-
ing all together, fo that much blood was fhed, and
the battle grew more hot, and greater numbers
colle€ted ;: when Gozzadini and Cavaliere, with
many others, intervened, parted the combatants,
and the IL.ambertacci returned to their houfes.
The pretor, who went with the people to the
tumult, withing to put fome reftraint of fear
upon both parties, ordered four of the houfes
of each party to be demolifhed: but this fe-
verity had little or no effe€t; for having grown
more cruel than ever againft each other, they
were almoft every day in arms and aétion to-
gether. As this revolt was already divulged to
the circumjacent cities, the companies della Bran-
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ca, of the Griffin, and of Lombardy, underftand-
ing that the Guelphs of Modena and the Ghi-
belllncs of Forli intended to come in to the aid
of the two parties, took their arms, and, toge-
ther with the people, pofted themfelves to guard
the pafiages of the city; and receiving intelli-
gence that the Guelphs of Modena were on their
march, went out to meet them, and put them
to ﬂight and confufion at the point of the
iword. The count de Panigo, who had armed
himfelf 1n favour of the Lambertaca, hearing of
this defeat of his friends, made his efcape from
the city ; but his people were purt to the fword
by the company della Branca, who afterwards
rafed to the ground all the houfes, not only of
the count, but of his followers. The Ghibel-
Jines from Forli,” friends of the IL.ambertacci,

‘hearing of the flaughter of the Modenefe and the

followers of the cognt, made by the foldiers della

Branca, fuddenly retreated. Thefe civil wars in
Bologna were fcarcely divulged abroad, when all
Romagna, taking advantage of the occafion,rebel-
led ; and for this reafon the fenate, rogether with
the pretor and the companies, pofted themfelves at
all the ways, to make peace between thefe two fac-
tions; in which enterprife they fortunately at
length fucceeded, and, after much reafoning and
perfuaﬁon, they obtained hoftages from both
fides, and thus the city was quieted. While
this peace was in treaty, the principal heads of the
rebeilion of Imola, of Faenza, and of Salarole,
dreading the refentment of the Bolognefe at Forli,
faved themfelves by flight. The Bolognefc were
indeed formidable, for they were collecting 2
powerful army to march into Romagna. When
1t was embodied, the pretor of Bologna attempt-

ing to go out upon the campaign, Antonio Lam-
bertaccl,
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bertacci, forgetting his plighted faith, and dif-
regarding the fate of the hoftages delivered, flew
out again in arms to prevent the triumphal cha-
riot from going out, and again commenced a
plentiful effufion of blood. This fedition was the
moft terrible of any that had ever yetr happened :
it lafted forty days without intermiffion : fo that
Bologna became a haunt of murderers, and the
ftreets ran down with human blood ; the proper-
ty of all men was fubje&ed to depredation, the
edifices were ruined, and the grandeur and glory
of the city trodden under foor.

The Lambertacci were at laft however over-
come, fled from the city with all their accomplices,
and went to Faenza, leaving their houfes and
palaces a prey to the people, which, in one word,
were all levelled with the ground; and becaufe the
pretor and captain of the people had always held

a good underftanding with the L.ambertacci, they -

were now depofed from the magiftracy, although
it is univerfally agreed that his judgement and
decrees were unexceptionably impartial and up-
right. Fifteen thoufand citizens were banifhed
with them, whofe names are diftinétly written in
a book among the records in the chamber of
Bologna. ‘Thefe perfons, {cattered in various
places, planted new families, as the Guerrini in
Forli, the Bazzani and Sacchi in Parma, the
Malpigli in Lucca, the Carrari in Ravenna, the
Buoninfegna in Terni, the Maffei in Rome, the
Bagarottt in Placentia and Padua; from which
families have arifen men famous both in arms and
letters. The Lambertacci fought an afylum in
Faenza and in Forli, and forrified themfelves in
both thofe cities; but the Gieremei, not content
with having driven themoutof the city, endeavour-
ed to chafe them from the places where they were

: - received 3
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received ; wherefore, that they may not be takent.

by furprize, they fent to their friends in every

place, particularly to the count di Montefeltro,

- the counts of Modiana, and to others of their

faction, for fuccour,. The banifhed citizens of
Ravenna being united with thofe of Forli, Arimi-
num, and other places, went to Forli, and from
thence to Faenza, and there fortified themfelves,
and a little afterwards drove out the Manfredi;
and pafling afterwards to Caftel San Piero, and
from thence to Salarolo, where the Manfredi had
reforted, and having taken the caftle, many of
their enemies were put to death, and many made
prifoners and fent to Forli, among whom was
Alberico Manfredi. At Bologna many of the fac-
tion of J.ambertacci were imprifoned ; and, as a
report was {pread that a powerful fuccour was ar=
rived to the Gieremei, the L.ambertacci, with their
wives and children, fled to the mountains, and
from thence to Faenza, where, with the affiftance
of their frzends, they began to collect forces. The
Gleremm, receiving information that the Lamber-
tacci were preparing to returntoBologna, confy ulted
in council vpon the projeét of going out firfl in

fearch of them. The refolution was taken with

great precipitation, and they marched out with the
triumphal chariot with great {pirit to Romagna.
‘The Ghibellines, who were apprifed of their ap-
proach, went out {uddenly to meet them in arms;
and the Guelph party were defeated, leaving three
of the Gieremei dead upon the field, and Alber-
glhetto Manfredi mortally wounded and a prifoner.
‘This reverfe of fortune fpread a terror in Bolog-
na; but dreading the total lofs of their city, thcy
exerted themfelves to the utmoft to fortify ir,
and had recourfe again to their confederates and
friendsy; and in a fhort time affembled a {trong

; al‘my.
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army. Itis unneceflary to eaumerate all the places

and parties frﬁm cnce each fide drew ‘l‘.ht'.ﬂ' aids;
but the trivmphal chariot again went forth, and

was met again by the L.ambertacci and their al-

lies, when another terrible engagement enfued,

and the Lambertacci again remained victorious.
- Two thoufand men were flain, among whom a
great number of the principal nobles. The Lam-
bertacci purfued their victory into the territory of
Bologna, where they put every thing to fire and
fword, deftroying vines, trees, corn, and houfes,
and toak a great number of caftles, and it is fup-
pofed might have made themfelves mafters of the
city, fuch was the panick 1n it, without firiking
another blow: but thinking they had done enouch
for the prefent, they returned to Faenza. Thc:
Bolognefe finding their affairs unfortunate, both
at home and abroad, deliberated on fending to
king Charles for afliftance, and two ambafiadors
accerdmgly went, Paflaggieri and Prendiparzi.
Many citizens dlfplayed their public fpirit in
dcfcncc of the city and fenate, and fubfcribed
large fums to defend their liberty : Paflaggieri, for
example, was {o attached to the Gieremeit, that he
gave f{ix thoufand pounds for the common good.

The fenate by proclamation ordered, that every
citizen pofiefled of a horfe fhould have him re-
corded in a book, that they might know what
affiftance the militia might have in cafe of extre-
mity, and the name of every man who then
owned a horfe is very carefully preferved as a
family diftinétion.

The Lambertacci, after their viftory over the
Gieremei, did not fail to make incurfions into the
country of Bologna every day, difturbing now
one place, and then another, in fuch a manner,
that of that party there was not a caftle, village,

or
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or city, that was not infefted, or threatened with
their arms. The Bolognefe, apprehenfive that
the evil might extend itfelf too far, and that the
people, wearied with fo many calamities, m:ght‘
revolt, and having before their eyes what Ri-
dolph the emperor had done, they began to medi-
tate a furrender of the city to the pope : ambaffa-
dors were appointed, who were humanely received,
and their petition attended to, at Viterbo. The
pope was vaftly pleafed with the fubmiffion of
Bologna, and fhe acknowledged the church and
the pontiff for her patron. The inftrument is
dated 2gth July, 1278, by which the ambafiadors,
in the name of God, and of the podefta, captain,
council, and commons, recogmzed the dominion,
dic¢tion, law, jurifdiétion, power, and principality
of the city, territory, and diftri¢t, in St. Peter, the
keeper of the key of the kingdom of heaven, and
in Nicolas the Third and his fucceffors, Roman
pontiffs, referving the laws and rights of the city,
territory, and diftric¢t. Although the Gieremei
difcovered an obftinate averfion to any kind of
peace or reconciliation with the Lambertacci,
the pope conceived a great defire of uniting Ro-
magna and Bologna in his intereft, and, after long
negotiations to that purpofe, he fucceeded to per-
fuade both parties to liften to his propofals, and
fubmirt to his-decifion. The conftitution of the
pope Nicolas the Third, upon the reformation of
the peace of the Bolognefe, to wit, the Gieremei
and L.ambaertacci, was made, and the prifoners on
both fides fet at liberty ; and in 1279 the two fac-
tions of Gieremei and Lambertacci were affem-
bled once more in the piazza of Bologna, in pre-
fence of the cardinals legates of the pope, appear-

mg in great pomp and {plendor. The families (])ln
the
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the party of the L.ambertacci and Gieremei were
all recorded by name, and, after long orations
made by the cardinals, the infiruments were figned,
and the oaths of perpetual peace and friendfhip
taken by them all. The proceedings, as they re-
main on record, are very voluminous, and it is
not pofiible a peace fhould be made with more
folemnity or lefs referve; but of what avail are
pious exhortations, charitable refolutions, or fo-
lemn oaths, againft inveterate paffions in unba-
lanced governments ? ‘

In 1280 the L.ambertacci, who could not live
under the operation of the fecret venom of their
perfonal hatreds, which daily corroded in their
hearts, making little account of the peace made,
or the penalties impofed, burning with defire
to imbrue their hands in the blocd of the Gie-
remei, having taken their arms, flew to the pi-
azza, and finding there a great numbYer of their
enemies, fell upon them with a fudden fury, and,
after a long combat, pufhed the Gieremei out of
the piazza, and made themfelves mafters of it, and
would have eafily pofleffed the palace, if the cap-
tain, with two thoufand men, had not rufhed into
the midft of the danger, and with the Cacciane-
mici, Lambertini, Ariofti, Prendiparti, and other
friends oppofed them, and,. at the points of their
iwords, driven them back, and purfued them out
of the city. The battle on both fides was bloody,
and many principal men were killed in it, after
performing prodigies of valour. The Lamber-
tacci, thus again driven from the city, with their
arms retired to the mountains with great lofs,
and the Gieremei proceeded to the old work of
ruining their houfes within and without the city;
and having iffued a proclamation againft a great
number, they fent others into confinement, ac-
cording to the ufage in fuch cafes in thofe times.

Vou. 1l. Ee . Berthold,

1280.
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Berthold, the count of Romagna, the pope’s ne-
phew, immediately fummoned all parties to ap-
pear before him, and gave an account who were
the aggreflors in the late revolution, and prevailed
upon the Gieremei and Lambertacci to give hof-
tages to perform the award for fettling their dif-
ferences ; but before the affair could be finithed
the pope died, and Berthold reftored the hoftages
to the Guelphs, but the L.ambertacci not con-
dufting to his fatisfattion, he carried theirs to
Rome.

- Bologna now remaining in the hands of the
Gieremel, four officers were immediately created,
whofe duty it was to preferve the peace of the
city, and to them was given the higheft poflible
authority ; and they began their operations with
io much prudence and firmnefs, that their pro-
ceedings gave great farisfaction to the citizens,
and whatever they ordered or defired, the
people complied with affection and confidence, ex-
cepiing fome of the followers of the Lambertacci,
who not being able to bear the fight of the city at
peace, while their party were driven out of it, be-
gan, by flowdegrees and fecret pradtices, to confult
of meafures to make themfielves mafters of the
city, and reftore their banithed party. For many
days they difcourfed together in fecret upon this
proje&, and hoping that fortune might for once
favour and affift them, they determined finally to

. affault the piazza; and becaufe all the city was in

fecurity, and lived in peace, they readily perfuaded
themfelves, that by furprize their defign would
fucceed. One day, at the hour of dinner, ifluing
out in arms, and crying with a lively accent, Tbe
people and ithe church! they {feized on the two
mouths of the piazza. The Gieremei, as foon as

they were alarmed, ran out with the people in
general
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general, with arms in their hands, and coming to

a fierce engagement with their enemies, after a-

plentiful effufion of blood, drove them cut of the
city to the mountains; to go from thence to Fa-
enza and inhabit with their friends. ‘The city of
Bologna now purified of all tumuits, the fenate
attended to the fortification of all the fortreffes and
caftles in the country, placed ftrong garrifons, and
furnifhed plenty of provifions, and all things ne-
ceflary ; and the commanders placed in them, we
may well fuppofe, were all good Guelphs “and
Gieremeites. The Lambertacci having taken re-
fuge in Faenza; and partly in Forli, thofc who
were in Faenza following the adtivity, ardour;
and boldnefs of their genius, began to live with
fo much liberty, that it appeared as if Facnza was
their own : this condué&t was obferved, and excited
not only much cenfure, but the greateft malevo-
lence in the citizens; and among others, in Tibal-
dello Zambrafio, one of the moft noble in Faenza.
This nobleman, feeirig himfelf expofed to the ri-
dicule of the town, on account of a pig which
the Lambertacci had made fo free as to take from
him, and becaufe they had threatened his life for
demanding the reftoration of 1t, grew into fuch a
rage, that he fwore he would lofe’ “his h(f:, or have
fatisfaction.  After ralking much of various pro-
jeéts, he at laft determined upon one which he
had never talked of at all. He pretended to be
fometimes feized with a melancholy humour;
went ftrangely out of his houfe fometimes, ﬂymg
the company of his friends and relations; appear-
ing in the ftreets uncommonly thouahtful lome-
times talking to himfelf of a variety of things,
and muttering imperfeét fentences. Havma held
this courfe of life for fome days, his mﬁrmlty be-
came divulged through the whole city.  In a few

Eecsae days
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days more, without confiding his fecret to his fa-
ther or any other, he counterfeited the part of a
complete idiot; and his behaviour was fo wild,
whimfical, and extravagant, that he appeared both
to his father and brother to be wholly bereaved of
his underftanding, threw his family into diftrefs,
and the whole city into the utmolt aftonithment,
to fee 2 nobleman, who had ever thewn fo much
prudence as to be held in high efteem, fallen fud-
denly into fuch misfortune and difgrace, though fo
worthy of compaffion. In a few days more he
took from his own farm an ¢ld mare, wholly worn
out, and reduced to a mere fkeleton; and having
fhaved her with a pair of fciffars, transformed her
into fuch an objet as excited the laughter of every
one who faw her. In this condition he led her
into the city, and there turned her loofe. The
boys foon colleted about the animal, and beat
and terrified her till the ran, ‘with all the ftrength
and fpirit that remained in her, throughout the
whole city, and occafioned a general hubbub
wherever the went. The Lambertacci, knowing
nothing of the notorious faét, any more than of
the fecret motive, were alarmed with fufpicions
that their enemies were rifing, feized their arms,
and ran about to every place where they heard the |
loudeft fhouts and noifes. Finding it was only an
idle populace infulting Tibaldello’s mare, they

joined with others in the laugh, and returned to

their houfes. The fame pageantry having been
repeated more than once afterwards, the Ghibel-
lines became fo fecure, that when they heard a
fimilar cry, they faid it was only Tibaldello’s mare.
Rifing atlength to the third ftage of counterfeited
madnefs, Tibaldello ran abcut the fireets in the
night and cried out, ““ To arms! to arms I’ and
taking in his hands the padlocks and bars of the

city
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city gates, which were fometimes carelefsly left,
heraifed a very great multitude, and 2 mighty ru-
mour, {o as again to alarm the Lambertacci, and
drive them to their arms: but finding it another
freak of Tibaldello, they threatened him feverely if
he fhould make any more fuch difturbance; and re-
turned. By thefe whimfical movements, frequently
repeated, he fo effetually quieted the fufpicions
of the TL.ambertacci and Ghibellines, that upon
any fuch uproar they laughed with the reft, and
made themielves merry with the crazy whimfies of
Tibaldello. With fo much ait and perfeverance
was the folly fimulated, that all fufpicions were
quieted, not only in the Ghibellines, but in the
whole city; and the belief of his irrecoverable
folly was univerfal. Having purfued his plan
thus far with fuccefs, he opened himfelf in perfect
confidence with a very faithful friend, made him
acquainted with his defign, and defired him to pre-
pare with fecrecy two habits of monks, in a fack,
and meet him the next day in a foreft in the
neighbourhood of Faenza. This was done, and
at the hour prefcribed they met, Tibaldello hav-
ing gone out of town with all the appearance of
a madman, difguifed like a falconer, with two
dogs attending him, and an hawk in his hand, to
the high diverfion of every one who mer him.
Arrived at 2 lonely place in the foreft, he fet his
dogs and his hawk at liberty, and with his faith-
ful companion, putting on the habits of friars,
that they might not be known by any whom they
might meet on the road, and travelling all night,
at the opening of the gates in the morning they
arrived at Bologna, and took lodgings at the
houfe of Alberto Battagliucci. To Guido Ram-
Poni he related all that had pafled, explained his
intentions, and by his favour obtained an intro-

Eeg3 duétion
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duétion to the council of fecrecy. Here he open-
ed his whole defign, and the defire he had to
chaftife the ILLambertacci; and thewed them of

‘how much importance it was to them to embrace

the prefent opportdnity to remove from their fight
and their apprehenfions thofe enemies of their city
and people, who were conftantly employed in
fchemes of mifchief againft both. The counfcl
of Zambrafi was received with pleafure by the
whole body, and the bufinefs was referred to the
four fuperintendants of peace, under oath to keep
this a fecret. To this Tibaldello methodically
communicated his plan, and demanded only for
himfelf, and all the family of Zambrafi, and Ghi-
rardone his faithful friend, and his family, to be
made citizens of Bologna ; and to fend hoftages
for fecurity for what was to be done. The offers
of Tibaldello were very fatisfaétory to the pretor,
and Guidotto Prendiparte pledged himlelf for the
family of Zambrafi. The four fuperintendants
made him relate the method and means by which
every thing was to be condué&ted; and the ftrata-
gem appearing to be praé‘tmable they took an
oath again to keep the whole a fecret. The
whole buﬁneis concluded on, they took leave of
Zambrafi, who went to conduct the hoftages, and
fetting out the fame evening, reached Faenza at
the opening of the gates, “and entered the city
without being known by any one. Arrivedathis -
houfe, he found his whole family in great afflic-
tion. To his aged father alone he related in or-
der the progrefs he had made, by means of a
feigned rnadnefs, in his plan againft thofe who
had made a little account of the honour of his fa-
muly and blood : the father, with joy beyond ex-
preffion, and a thoufand embraces of his fon,

caufed to be affembled in his houfe all their rela-
- tions,
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tions, to whom, in an eloquentand prudentharangue,
Tibaldello related all his ations and defigns. All
with one voice and oneheart offered todevote them-
felves to take vengeance on the Lambertacci. Ti-
baldello, to whom an hour appeared a thoufand
years, till he could fee an end to his enterprife, the
next day fent fecretly his three brothers, viz. Zam-
brafo, Guido, and Fiorino, to Bologna, conducted
by Ghirardene, informing the four fuperintendants
of what they had to do, and of the hour when
their foldiers ought to appear at Faenza. The
hoftages received, the council affembled digefted
every particular, and fecretly gave orders thar all
the paffes fhould be fecured, “that no one might
be able to fend intelligence of any thing that hap-
pened. On the 23d of Auguft, 1281, the army
of Bologna was formed, and in order marched
out of the city, with all the Guelph party; and,
by a forced march the whole night, they were
early in the morning at the gate appomted find-
ing it open, they freely entered the city, and were
conduéted to the place intended for a&tion. The
Zambrafi had embarrafied and ftopped up the
ftrects where they thought proper; and Tibal-
dello, as ufual, feigning to excite a rumour with
his keys at the gates of the houfes of the L.am-
bertacci, in truth many of them were fhut up
by the mob, fo that they could not go out. The
whole apparatus being ready, he fet up a cry of,
Live the church ! and Azwway wztb all the traitors !
and while he was terrifying the city with this hor-
rid outcry, the Bolognefe, with the utmoft fecu-
rity, made themfelves mafters of the piazza of
the city. The thbelhnes, followers of the L.am-
bertacci, hearing the noife of voices, and the
. found of arms, rang the bel}s, affembled a great
number, and haftened to the piazza, there to > for-
Ee 4 t;lfy
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tify themfelves ; "but finding the Guelphs " already
in pofleflion, began the confli€t. The particulars
of this engagement, the danger of one and in-
trepidity of another individual, are not now ma-
terial. The a&tion was I‘larp and bloody; and
after mighty feats of valour on both fides, and
many killed and wounded, the LLambertacci were
defeated, and fuch as could, obliged to fly into the
country ; all who could not were put to the
fword. Nine of the principals fled to a church or
monaftery for fan&uary, but were there miferably
put to death. Befides five hundred prifoners, a
multitude of others wretchedly perithed in the
finks and ditches. T he Bolognefe having obtained
the vitory, and by means of it the complete do-
minion of Faenza, pardoned the Faentines, but

confifcated all the property of the Lambertacci

and their adherents, both within and without the
city. Finally, they appointed a new pretor, and
a fufficient guard, and triumphantly conducted
Tibaldello Zambraf' his father, and with them
Zambrafo, Guido, and Fiorino, who were hof-
tages, and their fifter, and other relations, who
were all made by the fenate not only citizens, but
nobles of Boloona The fame honours and im-
munities were conferred on Ghirardone ‘and his
relations, to all of whom the fenate gave houfes
and pofleflions, and they enjoyed ail the moft re-
fpectable offices in the ftate. As the viftory was
the 24th of Auguft, the fenate ordained an annual
feftival of St. Bartholomcw s day, in pcrpetual
commemoration of Tibaldello; in which his pig,
his mare, his hawks, dogs, friar®s drefs, and city
keys, were all tranfmitted, in fculpture and mar-
ble, to the amufement and aftonifhment of pofite-

rity. :
The
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The nobles of the party of Lambertacci, who
were ftill remaining in Forli, fent ambafiadors to
the pope to obtain peace, butthey could accom-
plith nothing : the pope not only rcfufed to re-
ceive them, but ordered them to return. The
Gieremei fent ambafladors, and they were ad-
mitted to an audience, and received with dignity;
and by their perfuafions the pope fent. Giovanni
Appia, a French gentleman, a counfellor of king
Charles, with eight hundred cavalry, to recover
Forli. The pope made him count of Romagna,

and he went with the ambafiadors to Bologna,.

where he was received with great honour; where
he remained, however, but a fhort time : for hav-
ing in 1282 difpatched what belonged to his of-
fice, he took with him two of the tribes of the
city, and marched into the territory of Ravenna.
From thence he wrote to the republic of Forli,
commanding them to fend out of their city the
count Guidone da Feltrio, and all the foreigners;
but he was not obeyed, becaufe neither the count,
nor the Lambertacci, to whom he wrote at the
{fame time, were willing to go. Their refufal gave
occafion to another long Wwar, and to all the fire
and fword, ftratagem and mafiacres, as well as
carpage in battle, that ufually attended all their
wars. But though thefe evils alfo originated in
the fame fource, the imperfe& conftitution of Bo-
logna, they may be pafied over.

" It feems there were {till fome perfons left in Bo-
logna of the name of I.ambertacci, one of whom,
in 1285, came to blows with one of the Scanna-
becchi, under the piazza, which occafioned an-
other rifing of the people in arms. They were
both put to flight, but overtaken in the country,
and beheaded; and all the party of the L.amber-
tacci were again declared rebels, and all their fa-

milies
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milies banifthed to a certain diftance in the eity,
and confined to places afligned them. The wile
men ({apienti) afterwards made a provifion, that
all thofe of the party of the Lambertacci, who
bhad taken an oath of fidelity to the church and
the party of the Gieremei, according to a general
regulation made in the council of the commons
and people of Bologna, fthould be cancelled from
the books of the exiles, excepting thofe wha, fince
taking the oath, had gane to live in Faenza, Forli,
and other places, and wunited rhemfelves with the
enemies of the people of Bologna, with this ex-
ception, that none who had been of the party of
the Lambertacci, at the time of the firft commos
tion, fhould be of the council, or hold any office.
T'his regulation gave great fatisfaction to the city,
and a general tranquillity. But the government
had not ftrength to preferve the peace. In 1286
a private quarrel, arifing, however, probably from
the general ftate of parties, happened, in which
Guarladi, of the company della Branca, was killed.
The government was necither able to punifh the
murderer, nor to prevent the people from taking
1t upon themfelves in theirown way. They took
arms for revenge, and ruined all the houfes,
towers, trees, and other property of the perfons
guilty or fufpefted, both in the city and out of
it, and of all their relations. But the new gao-
vernment could not long remain quiet. The
council of eight hundred, and the people, having
their eyes fixed upon the general -uulity of the
city and its diftriét, that all things might be go-
verned with confummate prudence, gave orders to
the fapienti to examine how a new council might
be eftablifhed, of two thoufand perfons, of fuf-
ficient wifdom, charity, and property, to fupport
the weight of the commonwealth., The fapienti,

; eleéi;éd,
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ele&ed by the antiani and confuls, having ma-
turely deliberated and debated, ordained that the
new council of two thoufand fhould be elefted by
ballot in that council; that i1s to fay, that an
hundred ele&tors for each tribe fhould be appoint-
ed, each of whom fthould bhave the eleftion of
five members of the new council ; that each one
fhould be not lefs than eighteen, nor more than
feventy years of age, and fhould be truly of
the party of the church and of the Gieremei of
the city of Bologna, and fo held and reputed in
the time of the firft commotion which happened
in the city ; that he fhould not be a fervant,* a
puppet-thewman, a porter, nor a foreigner, &c.
nor a conftant inhabitant of the country of Bo-
logna, and fhall have been a conftant refident in
the city for twenty years; fhall be rated to the
public taxes, and have paid his fthare of the pub-
lic colle&tions ; fhall be known in the lifts of the
public factions, but fhall not be a clergyman,
or ecclefiaftical perfon, nor of any other city,
caftle, or land, which has favoured the Ghibel-
lines, or the party of the Lambertacci. Ifthere
were any one at prefent in the council, if any of
the cafes enumerated in this order, he may not be

chofen by any eleftor whatfoever; and if he thall -

have a brief of an eleftor, he may not ele& him-
felf in any manner. That no one fhould be
elected contrary to the preceding form, under pe-
nalty of banifhment, and a fine of twenty pounds,
for every one that fhould violate it, and for every
offence; and none who fhould be elected contrary
to this order fhould take the cath of a coun-
fellor, nor proceed to choofe another, under the

* Non fia fervo, burrattino, brentatore, fachino, n& fu-
mante, o forreftiero. '

fame
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fame penalty. That every ¢leftion made againit
it fhould be null, and that any one might inform
fecretly or openly of a breach of this law, and
obtain the penalty. That the antiani, confuls, and
doétors of laws and their notaries, fhould be of
this council ex officio, in addition to the number
of two thoufand; bur ‘none was to be a member
who was not a native of the city. The fenate

then caufed ro be diftin&tlyrecorded, in three books,

the names of the banithed Lambertacci, and re-
paired the triumphal chariot® and us {tandard, and
painted it with the portraits of fix faints, and laid
out upon it no lefs than thirty pounds and ten
pence.  Many other regulations and precautions
were taken by the triumphant faction of the Gie-
remei, to fortify themfelves in the government,
and exclude, in the moft decided manner, every
man who had any tunéture or conneétion of the
oppofite party; but ftill there were not wanting
many feditious perfons infidioufly meditating to
undermine their tranquillity, and to favour thafe
who were held to be rebels againft them: fo that
the fenate were frequently alarmed, and full of
apprehenfions of the total ruin of the city. They
faw that almoft the whole country was one con-
tinued tavern of the banifhed (banditt1), and to
put fome reftraint upon their temerity, purge the
city and country both of fuch a dangerous plague,
and quiet the feditions of the nobles, they afiem-

bled the antiani, confuls, and all the fapienti,

and made many ordinances againft the banifthed
rebels, to the end that no freth revolution might
be attempted ; and made it a capital crime to at-

tempt or propofe, or even to {peak or reafon

about, their reftoration or pardon.¥
In

* Carrocio.
+ There is another anecdote in 1288, which, although it

remains in my{terious obfcurity, may yet be alledged as an

inftance
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In the beginning of the year 1289 all their 1289.

prudence appeared to be ineffe€tual ; for in their
own fation, and in the new government, were

inftance of thefe extravagant charaters, irregular events,
and atrocious aétions, which always abound in fuch go-
vernments, render the protection of the laws precarious, and
life and liberty infecure. Ambafladors had been fent by the
republic to Ferli, and to the count of Romagna ; and other
ambafiadors were fent to the marquis of Efte, to congratu-
Iate him upon his interpofition to promote an accommodation
between the cities of Reggio, who were truly of the party
of the church; and that by his councils and mediation he
would prevail upon Bettino Gallucei, elected captain of
Reggio, te hearken to réafon, and reftore fome merchandifes
taken at Rubiera from Bolognefe merchants. Lamberto
Baccilieri, a Bolognefe, had contraéted friendfhips with
many perfons in the court of Obizzo, marquis of Efte, and
frequented familiarly all the courtiers of that prince; fo that

he was held to be one of that court. Finding Obizzo at ta-

ble one day at dinner, Lamberto, without being obferved by
any one, approached very near the perfon of the prince, drew
his dagger, and with a rapid and malicious force of his
arm gave him an unexpected firoke acrofs the vifage. Azzo,
the prince’s fon, and all the other courtiers and citizens pre-
fent, laid their hands upon their arms, and ruthed upon the
malefator to put him to death ; but Obizzo, though his face
was covered with blood, had the prefence of miand to com-
mand them to defift, but ordered him to be put the torture,
to make him confefs from what motive, and at whofe inili-
gation, he had made fuch a defperate attempt. After a long
and cruel examination on the rack, he declared that he had
not done it by the orders, or at the defire, or by the advice
of any one, nor excited by any hope, nor in confequence of
any previous converfation or thoughts, but that he had been
urged on by a fudden fury. This confeffion not being cre-
dited, he was examined again fepeatedly ; but, with the fame
conftancy and fortitude, perfevered in the fame confeflion,
nor could all his torment extort from him any other anfiwer.
Finally, bound to the tails of four affes, he was draggzd
through all the city of Ferrara, and afterwards hanged. This
ation is an example of that contempt of life, that inveteracy
of refolution, and that immoveable tortitude, which is fome-
times infpired by the inflamed paffions of party ; but his de-
nial is by no means a proofthat the plan was not concerted.

two
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two parties ftill, the nobles and plebeians, and
a tumult arofe between them. The fenate, the
pretor of the preceding year, and the people, be-
came involved in the difpute, till the pretorthought
his life in danger, and fecretly went away from
the city with many of his friends. The want and
the neceflity of reprefentatives of the people was
felt at this time ; and whether it was to obtain in-
formation, or to throw off a burthen of care and
labour, or to gratify fome afpiring individuals, or
to pleafe the people, or to extend their influence;
or whether all thefe motives cancurred, the antiani,
affermbled in the chamber of the pretor, conlidered
among themfelves what ought chicefly to be done
relative to the war, at this time to be carried on in
conjunétion with their confederates ; and they or-
dained,thattwo wife men of'exemplary hvcs,ﬂ]ould
be cle&ed from each tribe, who fhould examine;
and in concert with them, the antiani, inquire in
what ftate were the ftipendiaries of the commons
of Bologna, and fee whether the foldiers had their
horfes according to law, and whether provifion
was made of money to pay falaries, wages, &c.
But who was to eleét thefe wife men? Not the
people ; not the tribes themielves: this would
have made two centers, and z2ll authority muft be
in one. The antiani themfelves therefore eleét-
ed them; and in the afterncon the antiani and

‘the wife men affembled tocethcr, and confulted

generally about the {oldiers ; and it was concluded;
that the number in pay ought not to be dimi-
nifhed, but rather increafed ; and that particulat
attention fhould be given to the colle@ion of the
revenue upon feveral articles, as grain, fale mills,
&c. that money might be had in feaflon to pay

the foldiers their ftipends, &c.
But
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But there 15 not time nor room to purfue this
relation. It muflt be {ufficient to add, that the
affairs went on 1n this curious manner to the final
cataltrophe of all fuch governments, an eftablith-
ment of abfolute power in a fingle man. There
were 1n Italy, in the middle age, an hundred or
two of cities, all independent republics, and all
conftituted nearly in the fame manner. The hif-
tory of one is, under different names and various
circumftances, the hiftory of ali: and all had the
fame deftiny, excepting two or three that are {till
decided ariftocracies, an exit in monarchy. There
are extant a multitude of particular hiftories of
thefe cities, full of excellent. warning for the peo-
ple of America.* ILet me recommend it to you,
my young friend, who have time enough before
you, to make yourfelf mafter of the Italian lan-
guage, and avail your country of all the inftruc=
tion contained in them, as well as of all the art,
fcience, and literature, which we owe to Greece,

Italy, and Paleftine, countries which have been,
and are our malfters in all things.

* By all of them is verified the obfervation of a liberal
writer, quoted before; ¢ Thefe republics were all expofed to
¢¢ almoft daily revolutions, and feldom did the fyftem of
“ adminiftration continue a whole year the fame.” Danina,
Revolutions of Literature, c. v. feét. 10.
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LETTYEE 'V
NBUCHATEL.

DEAR SIR,

THE fovereign, or rather the firft magiftrate

of this monarchical republic, is the king of
Pruffia. The principality is compofed of two
counties, Neuchatel and Valengin, which were
united in one fingle fovereignty by the dukes of
Longueville, whole family became extinét in 1707;
the country fubmitred to the king of Pruffia, who,
by right of reverfion, re-demanded Neuchatel as a
vacaant fief of the houfe of Chilons, inherited by
the princes of Orange, who laid claim to all its
-rights, | _

The authority of the king is limited by the
great privileges of the country. The fovereignty
1s exercifed conjointly, 1. By the king’s governor,
who prefides in the affembly-of the ftates. 2. By
the body of the three eftates, compofed of twelve
iudges, who adminifter juftice in the laft refort,
and are four counfellors of ftate for the nobility.
Four officers of judicature for the fecond rank,
taken from the four chatellanies and the fifteen
mayories. Four counfellors of the city, whieh isgo-
verned by fixty-four perfons, who adminifter ordi-
nary juftice, and who are the four miniftraux.
Twenty-four perfons for the little council, and
forty for the grand council.—T he relation of this
republican principality with the Helvetic body
- confifts in an ancient fellow-citizenthip with the

- - four cantons of Berne, Lucerne, Fribotrg, and

Soleure s but the canton of Berne is particular
' 4 protector,

i G
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protector, and the declared arbiter between it and
ats prince, fince 1406. The city of Neuchatel has
alfo a ftri€t alliance of fellow-citizenthip with
Berne. The whole country fubjeft to it contains
twelve leagues in length, and fix in breadth, and
is extremely well peopled : for it contains three
cities, one bourg, ninety large villages, and three
thoufand houfes, fcattered at a diftance from each
other. It is confolidated out of two counties,
Neuchatel and Valengin; two baronies, Gorgier
and Vaumarcus, which belong to a nobleman of
Berne; four lordfhips, Travers, Noiraque, Rofi-
eres, and Colembier ; one priory, Vautravers ; five
abbeys. At this day this princely republic is di~
vided into four chatellanies, and fifteen mayories.
The firft count of Neuchatel that is known 1is
Ulric, who lived towards the end of the twelfth
century. He had a fon named Bertold, who, in
1214, made a convention with the inhabitants,
concerning the rights, liberties, and franchifes of
the citizens and people of the country.

In 1406 the inhabitants of Neuchatel obtained
a confirmation of their liberties of John of Cha-
lons, lord of the county. 1In 1519 they obtained

another confirmation of their rights and liberties, -

and an acknowledgement, that their princes have
no -power over them but with their own confent.
They have even changed their religion; and, in
1530, abolithed the mafs, and all the rites and
ceremonies of the Roman Catholic church, with-
out the confent of their prince. Yet they fuffered
the houfe of Orleans Longueville to continue to
er;joy their rights and revenues. The laft male
of this line died in 1694. The prince of Conti
wanted to fucceed by a teftament; but the three
eftates were againft hiim, and rejected his demands
in 1694 and 1699. At this time William, prince

.

1214+

1406,

1530.

1694.

1699.
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of Orange, and king of Great Britain, maintained
that he had pretenfions on the county, derived
from the houfe of Chilon. At the death of his
prince; in 1702; the king of Prufiia declared him=
felf his heir, as the fon of the eldeit fifter of king
William’s father; and contended, that the prin-
cipality of Orange; and the county of Neuchatel;
belonged to him. In 1707, after the death of
Mary of Orleans, who had been invefted in this
principality by the three eftites in 1694, the
king of Prufifia demanded the inveftiture of Neu=
chatel of the three eftates; who granted it him
beecaufe he was of their religion, and rejefted the
relations of the deceifed; and all other pretenders:,
His fon, by the ninth article of the peace of
Utrecht,obta: nedan dcknowledgement from Lou-
is X1V. of him as fovereign lord of Neucharel and
Valengin. Although the inhaBitants are jealous

-~ of their liberties; they are neverthelefs attached 3

their prince. It isto the body of the ftates along
that it belongs to make ftatutes; laws; and ordi-
nances; and they reprefent the fovereignty, and
exercife the fupreme authority.  The king’s go-
vernor prefides in it; but enters not into con{uita-

tion with the counfellors: It was this rribunal

which gave the inveftiture to the kings; and before
whom every pretender muft make out his claim.
W ithout defeending to a particular account of this
princely republie, let me refer you to- the Dic=
tionnaire de la Martiniere; and to Faber, printed
at the end of the fixth volume of i1t, and to Cox’s
Sketches,and conclude with hintingat a few features
only of chis excellent coaftitution.==None but na-<
tives are capable of holding any office, civil or mi-
lirary, excepting that of governor.  The famein-
capacity 15 extended to natives, who are in the

fervice of any foreign prince. All the citizens
: 3 have
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hawve a right to enter into the fervice of any fo-
reign {tate, even though at war with Pruffia. The

three eftates of Neuchatel and Valengin thall be

aflembled every year. The magiftrates and officers
of juftice hold their employments during goad
behaviour ; nor is the king the judge of all be-
haviour. The king at his acceflion takes an

oath to maintain all the rights, liberties, fran-

chifes, and cuftoms, written or unwritten.  The
king is confidered as refident only at Neuchatel,
and therefore, when abfent, can only addrefs the
citizens through his governor and the council of
ftate. No citizen can be tried out of the country,
or otherwife than by the judges. The prince con-
fers nobility, and nominates to the principal of-
fices of ftate, civil and military; the chatelains
and mayors, who prefide in the feveral courts of
juftice, are alfo of his nomination. The prince
in his abfence is reprefented by a governor of
bis own appointing. He convokes the three
eftates; prefides in that affembly, has the caft-
ing vote, and the power of pardon: in his ab-
fence, his place is {fupplied by the fenior coun~
fellor of ftate. ‘The three eftates form the fu-
perior tribunal ; and to them lies an appeal from
the inferior courts of juftice. They are compofed
of twelve judges, divided into three eftates: the
firft confifts of the four {enior counfellors'of ftate,
who are noble ; the fecond, of the four chatelains
of Landeron, Boudry, Valde Travers, and Thielles
the third, of four counfellors of the town of Neu-
chatel. The judges in the firft and fecond divi-
fion hold their places for life ; thofein the third
are appointed annually.

The council of ftate is entrufted with the exe-
cution of the laws, the adminiftration, and police.
They are nominated by the king, and not limited
in number,

Ffa The
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.~ The legiflative authority refides conjunctively
in the prince, the council of ftate, and the town
or people, each of which has a negative. Their
criminal laws are mild, and the penalty marked
out with precifion: and perfonal liberty is ten-
derly and fecurely protetted, as it is in England
or America, where the fame laws in fubftance and
fpirit prevail. Fhe liberties of the people, though
the meft abfolute morarch in Germany is firft
magiftrate, are better fecured than even in-the
moit democratical cantons of Switzerland, where
there is no property to contend for beyond the
value of a pail of milk, a kid, or a lamb. Libe-
ral encouragement is given to ftrangers to fettle
in the country. They enjoy every privilege of
trade and commerce. This enlarged policy has
greatly augmented their population, while a nar-
rower principle in fome of the Swifs cantons oc-
cafions a decreafe of their people. The ancient
conftitution of Rhodes was probably much like
this of Neuchatel, in three branches, and was ac-
cordingly celebrated as one of the beft models of
government in antiquity, and had effe@s equally
happy upon the order; liberty, commerce, and
population of thatcountry. This happy mixture
in three branches has been the never-failing means
of reconciling law and hiberty, in ancient and
in modern times. Ira demum liberam civitatem
fore, ita z=zquacas leges, fi fua quifque jura ordo,
fuam majeftatem teneat.® This is the only con-
ftitution 1n which the citizens can be truly faid to
be in that happy condition of freedom and difci-
pline, fovercignty and fubordination, which the
Greeks exprefled fo concifely by their Agyew o
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® Liv. lib. iii. c. 63.
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F¥bo knows in union’s clofer bands to drave
The oppofing claims qf liberty and law, '
Shall gain from virtue’s heaté a purer fame
Than aIZ the poet or the fage can claim.*

When will the tuflar gods of Rome awake,
To fix 1he order of our wayward flate 2
That e may once more know each other ;—knor®
Th> extent of laws, prerogatives, and dues ;
The bounds of rule and magifiracy ; who
Ought firfl to govern, and who muft obey 2
It zvas not thus wwhen godlike Scipio beld
The feale of powwer ; be who, with temperate poife,
Knezv bowo to guide the people’s liberty 4
In its fuZZ bounds, nor did the nobles wrong. 4 . 3

" PyesPoems,val i p. 124, 1¢L.
4 Otway’s Fall of Mmus,sA& igﬁ: I.

END OF ¥YOL. ]I



CUT the title off. from the firft dheet in Vol. E.
‘and place it after the baftard-title.—~The two baftard-
titles at the end of Vols, II. & I]J. toc be cut off and
placed before the general titles.— T he portrait of Mr.
Apawms to face the general title in Vol. I.——The half
{heet containing the account of the author, to precede
the work. -
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