B St WENNPYF YTNUUC O ORI R PO SUSURNE PRSI PRI Y DUWUD AR II PO 8
f

g
REVIEW OF TFEDE RﬁL STUI LS ON HEALTH EF.
FECTS OF LOW.LEVEL RADIATI ON EXPOSURE ;
AND IMPLEMENTATION OF PUL IIC IAW 97. 72
i‘
~ ‘
o - ;
2
., . . . !
HEARING
R \ ‘ BEFORE 71K - 2
_'= SUBCOMMITTER ON
AN OVERSIGHT AND 1\*\1:&.11(},\'1"10\*5 |
e ' or ik ‘
: COMMITTIETR ON VI PBRJ\\T"’ AF:‘ AIRS
= HOUSE or R-T*‘J’J;.l'}b‘]“l\'l‘ VTV RS |
o - . NINETY-EIGH T C()NGRE.;S ;
: FIRST SESSION ]
_ o . MAY 24, 1583 f e
Printed Tur the use of the Commitiee en Velerans' Allairg i
_ Eerjal No, $8--20 |
¥ i-
. , 3
'
) ;(bj b
LenY F
' !
LLE SGOVERRMUKT PEINTING OF Iy
sy ©OWASHINGTON 1 1089

bar + s B2 0 L i e e e itk Tt el e

S TE L S A




: 20 .
Mr. Epcar, Let me quote 'a very curious paragraph fyom this
letter:
v We are concerncd with the perceptions among both veterans ond the public of

whut would result from the ennctment of 1.1, 3499, as passed by the Senute, that

bill which eventually beenme law: Seetion 3 of the Senate-passed bill crentes the un-

mistakable impression that ecposure to low-level fonizing radiation is a significant

health hazurd when availuble scientific and medical evidence simply does not sup- .

port that contention, This mistaken impression has the -potential to be seriously P

damnging to every aspect of the Department of Defense's nuclear wenpons and ny. .o
-—'b'l.'fm‘r';wopulsion program. The lecislation eould adversely affecy our relations with 5 ]
- "our Burgpean ollics, impact Gjion the civilian nuclenr ower i usiry, and rais i i
Queshions reguiGing the use of radivactive subslonces in medical-dingnosis und ;
treatment, o : xerrOTI R I

oes the Department of Defense still believe that that is true, an ' l

analysis of the legislation which cventually became law?
General Grirri. I beliove it's true. | think Lhat the letter said
¢ it-well, The scientific opinion is that low levels of radiation arc low
risk. I think that the & vem Federal standard has been a mod
ne and [ think that il we encourage the notion that exposures to
P half a reni"6T 3 Tem is hazardous to the héalth, that it could reflect - '
sericusly in major ways in our civilian cconomy as well-ag in our
'Y ilitary. ' . -
Mr. Evaan, Exce_p_;*._ﬂypur letior inforred that it will destroy the:
Western nllinnge and 14 WITT U6 damnfic 1o Th ulive o The nudionr
"POWer IndUsity and now that it has bocome lavw that we are en-
abling the VA Lo have mnedicul analyeis of these velerans, has i, in
faet, done the devastaling Jdiomage that is supprested in this letler?
General Gurivsrri, Woll, o my knowledpze, there has been no dev-
. astating damage yet and—— , '
Mr. Evcan. Thank yow. That's, I think, an importani point,
General' Gravriri {continuing). That ] know of-
Mr. Brimvican, If I may, however after that letler was dis-
patched your chairman inseried some very helplul lenguage in the
bili with respect to causation; ard in our view, that greatly allevi-
“ ated the adverse impact of the bill, .
; Mr. Encan, Helpful to whom? \ :
r. BRITMIGAR. Language that was heiplul to avoid a mispercep-
tion, the fact that provicing lreatment necessarily pave rise Lo any
presumption as to causaticn. I don't reeall the precise’ languagoe,
but it was to the o¢ffeet (har treatiment was without regard to
' whether or ndt the exposure caused the disahility, i

Mr. Evcar. Thank you, My, Chairman. ‘

I have two additional questiont ihat 1 will save for the second
round.

Mr. Monraonny, Mr, Daschle.

Mr. Dascrnie. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

- General Griffith, have you read the. decontamination report that
followed Operation Crossronds? . S

General Grirrith, No, T haven't. '

Mr, Dasciik, You haven't read it. Have you read the correspond.
ence that Col. Stalford L. Warren, who was the Chief of the Radio-
logical Safety Section at Operation Crossroads had compiled after
the tests?

General Grirrimit. No, I haven't seen that correspondence,
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