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Where H -Bombs Fell,

Sparuards Still Worry

By EDWARD SCHUMACHER
3pecial to T_he New York Times.

PALOMARES, Spain — Antonia
Flores remembers the day her brother
saw fire fafling from the sky. |

[t was nearly 20 years ago — Jan, 17,
1966, at 10:16 A.Mifvﬂlag?rs say thl;
precision -~ and Miss Flores was
years ok, She was playing in a field
when her brother locked up and
screaed that pieces of fire were fall-

m‘fhe two frightened children made it
#s far as their backyard before stum-
bling among some cows. The pieces did
oot hit any l¢ or houses — a mira.
cle, the agers say. Miss Flores
remembers haw, minutes later, she
played curiously with a broken metal
cylinder that had hit the ground.

What she did not know was that it
wag part of a hydrogen bomb. It wag
ooe of four that had fallen from a colli-
sion miles above between an American
B-52 bomber and its refueling plane.
She and the rest of the nearty.1,000 resi-
dents of this villagers on Spein's south-
emn Mediterranean coast also did not
knaw that they were being exposed 10
radiation. : )

Delayed EHects Feared

Today, worried about the delayed ef-
fect of radiation in creating cancer,
taany of the villagers fear that the con-
tamination of tF ~ir bodies may become
apparent s0OL.

Iris a fear heig™"2ned, they say, by
beary 20 years of being kept in the
dark by the Spanish authorities.

Feeling - pressure from & growing
political clamor, the Nuclear Energy
Board only last month let the more
than 50 villagers who had been studied
see their medical reports for the first
time. The board prociaimed that radia-
tion danger was negligible,

But many villagers distrist the find-
ings after the years of secrecy. Adding
ty their fear is the board's admission
that residual contamination remains in
Palemares. And then there is Spanish
law. According to town officials, Span.
ish and American liability legally ends
after 20 vears.

“The board just tells us to believe,”
said Miss Flores, whoe is now the vil-

. ~
lage's Mayor. “'But we want to know

exactly what our health situation is."
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Statements by the United States Eme<.”
bassy aiso contritate to the villagers'”
concern about compenation.,

A8 far as we are concerned, the”
case iz already closed,” an embassyj-
spokesman said, noting that the United

States paid compensation in the first’

months after the accident

In the warm winter sun outside the
Bar Valero, the community center.
here, Lorenze Gonzdler, a Ti-year-old:
tomate farmer, spoke in & growling
voice with his {riends whea the subject .

of the Americans came ? .
"‘The Americans should stil! pay us
for endangering our lives,” he said,
“'and then our tomatoes.” .
Ounly Tomatoes Wil Grow
Palomares, a mile off the coastal

highway, is a collection of tidy, white-

washed houses. The village got nmning
water only last sumrner,

Almost every yard sports tethered
goats and plastic hothouses growing
the strong-tasting local tormatoes,
about the only crop that will survive.
The region is 50 hardscrabble in places
that ““LawTence of Argbia’ was fijmed
nearby.

Three bombs fell on the village, and a
fourth, which took three months to find,
fell into the sea. Their nuclear cores
had pat been activated, preventing ex-
plosions.

But two of the bombs that hit land un-
derwent *‘chemical explosions’ on im-
pact, That spread a light shower of piu.
tonium that Francisco Mingot, a physi-
cist with the Nuclear Energy Board,
said “will last in the soil-forever.”

Animals Slaughtered

Bomb-grade plutonium is consicered
far more toxic than the wranium com-
mon in most nuclear reactors. Thus
Palomares has become what American,
and Spanish scientists say is a living
laberatery, the only civilian population
to be exposed 10 a plutonium accident.

Inthe days after the accident, Amer-
ican soidiers wearing gas masks
btirned tomotoes, slaughtered animals
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Mayer Antonia Flores of Palomares,
sible radiation contamination with Lorenzo Gonziler, left, - *
José Flores, at center with hat, and Cipriano Martin, third -
from right, outside Bar Valero, aTommunity center.

Spain, talling about flos-

that was sent in drums to & site in South
Carolina for urial. Villagers scrubbed
their bodies and burned their clothes,
After three months, the Americans
turned monitoring responsibility over
to the Spaniards. Although egal liabil
ity for illnesses has been unclear, the
United States still provides consuitants
and about $200,000 & year in partial fi-
pancing for the Spanish monitoring.
One consultant, Chester R Richmond,
a biomedical researcher at Oak Ridge
National Laboratory in Temnessee,
saidin a telephoge interview that the fi.
nancing was budgeted at least through
next year,
. "It's an gbligation,” he said. “'So far
there bas been no real cause for con.
cerl, but this is a unique situation.
There is always the possibility of re-

“the Nuclear Energy Board has shut-
e nearly 800 villagers to Madrid for
intensive tests over the years. Only
about 80 showed signs of contamina-
tiod, and only ooe came cloge to ex-
cosding international safety levels, Mr.
Mingot said He said somecne would
have 1o cat “millions of tomatoes”™ for
them to be dangervus. “There is no
risk,” he said, .
Board’s Findings Questioned
But some scientists question the
board's findings. Dr. Eduarde
Rodoiguer Farré, a radiobiologist with
the state-run Board of Scientific Re-
search in Barceiona, said in an inter.
view that testing had been insutficient
aid that some recent blood samples
suggested recontamination, probably
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-tial Américan pressure and later fear

Mr. Mingot said new tests had been
drawn up. Calling the past secrecy a
mistake, he 2ajd it was a result of ini.

by the Franco dictatorship of causing
alarm.

Many villagers still prefer keeping
things quies. *“The complainers are ig-
norant about science,™ said Francisco
Navarro Vicente, a former Civil Guard
commander. as he led a reporter to a |
radiation monitoring station outside
the cemetery, “‘Besides, no one will
buy our tomatoes if they think they are
radioactive.”

Miss Flores, 25 years old, disagrees,
The Mayar said she had thought ittle of
contamination until she encountered
the board’s resistance. I won't be
satisfied now until we get an outside
study," she said. :
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