»
)f(S'Q:LOSE

Enhacing Social Cohesion through Sharing
the Cultural Heritage of Forced Migrations

June 15th and 16, 2020

International Conference "From So Far to Slose. Addressing the Refugee Phenomenon:
History, Sociology and Technology

AGENDA
ROUNDTABLEJUNE 15, 9:30 CEST T)MESTORY OF REFUGEES IN THE 20TH CENTURY"

f  Dr. MagdaFitili (Universita Autonomade Barcelonag ¢ + A 2 f Sy OSYX OAGAf &6 NJ I yI
displacement
f  Prof.Virgilua NuNBabesBolya University, Cluj, Romanig) a Is wolence and forced
displacement in communist countries in Eurépe
T Dr.5 O S gKarabegowi (PostConflic Researh Center, Sarajevo, Bosnia and
Herzegovia/ Universit of Salzbug) ¢ dMass violene and displacements during and after civil war,
the case 6former Yugoslavia

Chair:Xo% M. Nufiez Seixa (Universida@ de Santiago de Compostela, Spain

ROUNDTABLERJNE 16, 9:30 CEST T)MEOCIOLOGY OF REFUGEES: RESEARCH, ACTIVISM, EXPERIENC

1 Prof.Massoul Sharifi(Universitd Autonoma de Barceloni
1 MerlysMosquera (Asociacid San Juan de Diésspai)
1 RolandrFos® (Activistand writer)

Char: Professor Sari Hanafi (American University of Beirut
ROUNDTABLEBJNE 16, 11:46EST TIMECULTURAL HERITAGE AND DIGITAL MEDIA. BUILDING
SYNERGIES AMONG H2020 PROJECTS"

1 PaulMulholland (The OpenUniversiy, SPIE): https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/87081

1 Mikel Zorilla (Vicomted, IPTRACTIN): hitps://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/8706D
1 MarcHernardez (LaTempesé, SOCLOB): https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/87093

Chair: Luis®asserin(European University Institute, 1taly


https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/870811
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/870610
https://cordis.europa.eu/project/id/870939

ROUNDTABLE IUNE 15, 9:30 CEST T)NMHSTORY OF REFUGEES IN THE 20TH CENTURY"

Violence, Civil War and Female Forced Displacement: the caseTatkeri (Greecg

Dr. MagdéFitili
Universit@dtutonomde Barcedon

Political exile in Greece started during the Metaxas dictatorship, a typical interwar authoritari

regime that lasted from 1936 to 1940. It was, however, during the Greek Civil \B184@0946

the last event of the Second World War and the link to ithé\@o, that political exile reached

its climax. The creation of concentration camps on Greek istarstisuts a major unique

feature of twentietbentury Europe, since they were the only camps that opened after the end of

the Second World War in theeliated Western Europe a few years after stories about the horror

of Auschwitz became widespread.contrast to other Europeacountries, where Nazi

collaborators wedetained in internment cangfsr example in Franégin Greece it was left

wing resistne fighters who were detainetbusd and tortured in internment camps durirg th

War. Leftwing individuals continued be exiled in camps long after the Civil War ended,

throughotithe 1950s and early 1960s, and agaigtunre Co | o n eta El96a318vi4)l i t at
Idyllic and not so idyllic barren islands, that nowadaysdarist attractions, were part

of a topography of exile and teribout 50,000 people were interned in prisons or camps and

banished to islands between 1947 and: Fasdflicsecurity committees and not courts deported

the political exiles to islands with penal

The governmengstablishet mass internment camps on the inhabited islaniglkabniss,

Giarcs andTriker dthelast one for female political exiles, to punish and rehabilitate its internal

enemiesMakronisg@ was destined for the soldiers and officers who were not convicted for any

offencewhatsoever,bwer e I nterned f or Or ehabaduadattii oor

dalatted ay secul ar | n gngasslefined by the state Rreghagemand piogagahda c

of the time, meant the transformation of leftist prisoners into nationalist and loyal citizens. In al

camps as il 1 ust r aitsetorturesolitargn eonfipemenk propagsnila, masd m

laba, wretched living conditioresd mass killing took place

Female experiencs

The Second World War and the Axis Occupation d8¥thanged Greek society profoundly.

The extraordinary conditions that the Occupation had created radicalized a large part of tr
destitute population and gave the Communist Party of Greece the ogportead one of the

most massive resistance movements in occupied Europe. In this context, Greek women enter
the public sphere massively for the first time. Although the gender division was clearly reproduc
in the resistance movement, the war gavewtm opportunity to act as historical subjects and
gain selfespect and seatbnfidence through their resistance activitreshe Resistance, the
ideology of the patriarchal family was breached, the role of the family and the control of men ov
womean was weakened, women undertook traditionally male tasks; tleeneswlasably mer

gender equality than befotditimately, tb resistance movement proclaimed its support for
womenods rights, by granting wo indeationsinafreei gh
Greece



During the Greek Civil War, womeonstitutel half of the Democratic Army of Greece
dominated by the Communist Party; 30 percent of its fighters and 70 percent of its personnel |
support services were womdine Right acaed leflwing women of being dishonorable and
prostitutes because theiain focswas on political issues rather than solely on their families, and
for the first time in Greek history, women were executed. Women also began to be arreste
sentenced, anchhsportedtoislamtlet ent i on camps on the basis
o r d.sénrthé exile, there were not only women whhatitipatd in the resistance movement
or in the Civil War, but also female relabwesthers, grandmothers, audtjghtesand sistefs
of men politically engaged on the Lef’a, ba
sort of @&d@Atthe @nd of thd armied\conflict, almost 5,000 women, some with their
children, were sent to a concerdratiamp, which had beestablishetespecially for women on
the island offriken. The exile camp circuit started with exilXits, thenTrikern, afterwards
Makronissto end once again Tiiker.s

The case ofTrikeri camp

Triker is a tiny islanth the Pagasitic Gulf off in the north of Greece, isolated and inaccessible
due to its geographigadsition an excellent site for the establishment of a concentration camp.
From 1949 to 195%=arly 5,0@women were ostracized on thisedesl islandVhen the women,

many carrying babies, landed okei were pleasantly surprised with the stunning views and the
green landscapblotwithstanding, very soon they realized that they would live under conditions
of extreme deprivation, and stant physical and psychological pain. The exllekeatfaced
extreme hardship, ranging from lack of water and medical treatment to malnutrition and force
laba, while they were under military discipline and constant pressure to sign statements ¢
repentance.

The irrational camp regulations imposed unnecessary hardships on them, such as carry
all the food supplies and building material from the port to their tents by making tiecles
women cal | eedheimbst exHausting and negsliehore was to carry sand, pebbles
and seawater to make an enormous crown on a slope so it could be seen by the ships that w
passing by Despite the fact théhey could stay in the facilities of the monastery, their oppressors
obligedthemtostaywornro ut t e nt drikerwas harrible. Wé stayaed autside in tents.

In the summer we suffered from the heat. And of course, there were terrible flies. When the firs
rains started [é] and t heyreduésthavthes letasreboild r t
our tents up on the hill, close to the monastery where it was more sheltered from the wind. Si
we did that, and they came a couple of times and destroyed these tents, forcing us to rebuild th
again each time. And they beat us drcamd made us sleep in the mud, even with the children
to force us to give i n .aThedabdsdtianof thdirechildrenrwast i o
another measure to press them to sign. Children were considered a national property and theref
ther ol e of the nationds role in its wupbring
Greece. Whoever wants hesr child must first

The presence of the children was a source of both comfort and torture for the mothers.
Red Cross didot recognize the childrensotheeen o f ood suppl i es for
number of childred2286wer e fed by t he f o@Wonterhgavwe bighanv e
the camp and watched their children fall ill orooheSeptember 1949, a wamgave birth to
twins on the ground. One baby died in two days and the other was christened Bleftheria
Greek means fr eedo m.sDiSeasessach asonalaria, auloercalosisy gyphks, |
dysentery and scabfesquenty ripped throughihe camp, whilgealthcare for the women and



the children was neexistentoVagelita, A small 18earold village girl died of tuberculosis a
few days after she arrived at the camp. She was buried there as an animal, but | must not for
hero

A starvation diet was impdsaccompanied with insufficient food rations; they ate
normallybeans and chickpeas and a slice of bBedwomen found ways of surviving:

of ortunately for us there were a | ot of ol
them in seawater Dbrine. [ é] Al s o, adisloktiee we
olivetreesandetdpi ck t hose. |l would say to the chi

The lack of water was alstatel to be a major problem. The exiled men, who were exiled in
Trikern before it was transformatdo a female cgmhad constructed four wells. However, only
one functioned and the water wesdly mudg

Physical abuse in the form of beatingr evenattemptd rapes® was also present.
However, it was the national and religious indoctrination, censorshifaiod tbat have been
described as the most painful aspects of their expenditasthe defeat of the Democratic
Army in 1949 they received visits frorapentegd f r o Mekraniseecamp who were
transformed through torture into tormentoidditionally, the guards very often kept the letters
that their families sent to them as a punishment or burnt them, or even when information cam
about a death of a family member, they used to read them in front of the poor mother, sister c
wife. Inthelettes t hat they sent to their f aoaduée i es
to censorship and because they tward to upset them.

Despite all this hardship, women managed to foilirikien a collectivity and a society
devoid of men. Withirhe confines of a concentration camp, a social organization was created
and all tasks both traditionally considere
general organization of life took pllageneansfaan elaborate committee structure. Then
formed committees for the unloading and carrying of supplies, digging up for water in the well:
carpentry, cleanliness, cooking, food distribution, classesatia o r chil drend
disencumbering the old women and the chitdtem t he i tri md & et hey dedi
knitting, embroidery and even volleybakketbhkh nd pant omi me: o0We <cut
made spoons and other small tools. We embroidered with shells and made various ornamer
necklacekeand toys fer the childrend

In the camp there were besides the children, 230 illiterate women, 380 who only knew t
write their namand 52 teachers, among them the prominent educationalist and prewar feminis
Rosdmvrioti. Secret classes were taking place every day evewhiledn®;rioti gave lectures
on fine arts, historyfplklore and hygiene. The teachers prepared high school age girls for
university, as well as thiaygh the children. Thay i tlonlygive classes to tttaldren but they
also managed to build a amysery, where they amused children while the mothers were in
choress There the children did exercise, plagsedjand | earned to write
Sunday we all happily went up to the plateau where they would show theater. There was a gr
emotm. They showed wus sLittle Red Riding Hoo

Various resistant measures were collectively agreed upon and used for mutu:
encouragement, such as | essons, pl ays and
Greece, and songs from all over, wedvealch each other our native songs and dances. | danced,

I was in plays, .A4Thgyoukgest womgn triechty cheehup theirgshobdthe
camp with their energyoo thevery ofl women we would go out of their tents, where they sat
down spechless and sung to them. This was our help, no greater than the one that were givir
us those with their courage and patienmace W



Whenorepente® came f or i ndoctrinati on theogmeds st
furious»

The women adopted quite different strategies of resistance than those of men, such
cola. There was a tacit agreement not to wear black clothes, when almost every woman could
that on the grounds of mournind he cleaning of their body, their clothes and thectakeof
their appearance was another strategy of survival and residtaecgomen said farewell to
those sentenced to death by o6giving them a
their hair so as t oa20lTdhaev avobmeau tdii fdulnodand i &
the supreme voice of ssifrvival ands| i d.&aThe wognén that survived of these difficult
times stated that their resistance activit
of us became the | ife of allébd

In 1991 the Association of Women Political Exiles sought giemfiom the religious
hierarchy to place an honorary plague in the monastérnkenisland. Notwithstanding, the
bishop proclaimed that it was time to forgive past digtorder b avoid repeating in the future
the mistakes of the padtinally in 2017 the Federation of the Greek Women placed the honorary
plaque.Concentration camps have been widespread throughout recent history, used to inter
civilians that a state considers hostile, to control the movement of people in transit and to extra
forcedlaba;to segregate groups of civilians by placing them in a closed or isolated location vi
special rules that are distinct from a co@ninain system of rights and punishnrehtse
growing phenomenon of immigration detendioefugee camg@at the borders of the rich world
bares certain resemblance to old concentration camps: if people are not allowed to leave, and
systematically denied their rights, then it starts to resemble more sinister creations. The point
historical comparisonsauld not be to find identical situations but to alert us to potential dangers
in the way states exercise power.





















