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International Convention on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities (CRPD) 

 
 
 
 

Mainland	China	

Taiwan	

Hong	Kong	



Mainland China:  
- signed it on March 30th, 2007 
- ratified it on August 1st, 2008 
- did not sign optional protocol 
 
Hong Kong/Macao:    
The Government of the PRC declared the Convention shall also apply to the 
Hong Kong and Macao. 
  
Taiwan:  
- Since Taiwan isn’t a member of the UN, it is not entitled to sign it.  
- However, Taiwan has also developed new legislation to face the new worldwide 
situation brought up by the CRPD.  
 
 

	  Source:	h*ps://trea0es.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=IND&mtdsg_no=IV-15&chapter=4&lang=en#2	



Framework legislation 
Mainland	China	 Hong	Kong	 Taiwan	

«Zhonghua	Renmin	Gongheguo	
Canjiren	Baozhangfa	(中华人民共
和国残疾人保障法)	»	[Law	on	the	
Protec0on	of	Person	with	
Disabili0es]:	April	2008	

«Canji	Qishi	Tiaoli	(殘疾歧視條
例)»	[Disability	Discrimina0on	
Ordinance]:	May	1996	
	
Different	ordinances	on	different	
topics	briefly	men0on	accessibility	
issues.	

«Shenxin	Zhang’aizhe	Quanli	
Gongyue	Shixingfa	(身心障礙者權
利公約施行法)	»	[Act	to	
Implement	the	Conven0on	on	the	
Rights	of	Persons	with	Disabili0es]:	
2014	

-	5th	paragraph:	Cultural	Life		
-	7th	paragraph:	Barrier-Free	
Environment	

The	Hong	Kong	law	focuses	on	
preven0ng	disabled	people	from	
being	discriminated	at	work	or	
public	places,	ignoring	accessibility	
issues.		

Mainly	highlights	the	will	to	comply	
with	the	CRPD	and	urges	the	
government	bodies	to	start	
developing	related	regula0ons.			



Further regulations 
Mainland	China	 Hong	Kong	 Taiwan	

«Shisanwu	Jiakuai	Canjiren	
Xiaokang	Jincheng	Guihua	
Gangyao	(“十三五”加快残疾人
小康进程规划纲要)	»	[Outline	of	
the	13th	Five-Year	Plan	For	
Accelera0ng	the	Process	of	
Achieving	Moderately	
Prosperous	Life	For	Persons	with	
Disabili0es]:	2016		

«Xianggang	Kangfu	Jihua	Fang’an	
(香港康復計劃方案)	»	[Hong	Kong	
Rehabilita0on	Programme	Plan]:	
2005-2007	
	
	
	

«Shenxin	Zhang’aizhe	Quanyi	
Baozhangfa	(身心障礙者權益保障
法)	»	[Physically	and	Mentally	
Disabled	Ci0zens	Protec0on	Act]:	
December	2015	

3.6	Enrich	the	Cultural	and	Sports	
Life	of	Persons	with	DisabiliMes		
3.7	Promote	the	ConstrucMon	of	
Barrier-Free	Environment	
Comprehensively	

Paragraphs	covering	the	issue	of	
accessibility:	
11th	Access	and	Transport	
12th		ApplicaMon	of	InformaMon	
and	CommunicaMons	Technologies	

The	52nd	code	men0ons	the	right	to	
accessibility	services	to	obtain	
informa0on	and	to	a	barrier-free	
environment.	



Reports & UN feedback 
Mainland	China		 Hong	Kong		 Taiwan	

Document	 Concluding	observaMons	on	the	iniMal	report	
of	China,	adopted	by	the	CommiQee	at	its	8th	
session	(17–28	September	2012)	by	the	
Commi*ee	on	the	Rights	of	Persons	with	
Disabili0es			

Concluding	observaMons	on	the	iniMal	
report	of	China,	adopted	by	the	CommiQee	
at	its	8th	session	(17–28	September	2012)	
by	the	Commi*ee	on	the	Rights	of	Persons	
with	Disabili0es			

Report	on	Human	Rights	Index	of	People	
with	DisabiliMes	in	Taiwan	(2015)	by	the	
Chinese	Associa0on	for	Human	Rights	
(CAHR)	

Main	
conclusions	

Posi0ve:	
- 	Special	a*en0on	is	paid	to	the	protec0on	
of	disabled	workers	and	children	
- Achievements	in	terms	of	accessibility,	such	
as	Law	on	the	ProtecMon	of	Person	with	
DisabiliMes	and	the	Implementa0on	Plan	for	
Barrier-Free	Construc0on	in	the	Eleventh	
Five-Year	Plan	(2006-2010)	

Posi0ve:	
- 	Measures	for	taking	ac0on,	such	as	the	
Disability	Allowance	and	the	Learning	
Support	Grants	

Survey’s	results	(0-5):		
	1.	Global:	3.00/5	
	2.	Mobility	and	accessibility	to	
informa0on:	2.74/5	
	
Conclusion:		
The	protec0on	of	disabled	people’s	human	
rights	has	improved,	but	there	is	s0ll	a	long	
way	to	go	as	far	as	community	integra0on	
and	accessibility	are	concerned.	

Nega0ve:	
- 	Failure	to	sign	the	Op0onal	Protocol	
- 	Organiza0ons	outside	of	the	CDPF	do	not	
take	a	part	in	the	implementa0on	
- 	The	medical	model	of	disability	
- 	Special	educa0on	system	
- 	Lack	of	informa0on	in	rural	areas	

Nega0ve:	
-	Not	homogeneous	defini0ons	of	
disability	in	different	parts	of	the	
legisla0on	
-	Insufficient	monitoring	mechanisms	to	
assess	accessibility	in	buildings	
-	No	official	recogni0on	of	the	importance	
of	sign	language	



Government	
Non-

governmental	
organiza=ons	

Private	
companies	

Chinese	Informa0on	Accessibility	
Product	Alliance	(CAPA)	
Chinese	Web	Accessibility	

Community	Group	

Sound	of	Light	(光影之声) �
	

Hong	Kong	Federa0on	of	
Handicapped	Youth	

Hong	Kong	PHAB	Associa0on		
	

The	League	for	Persons	with	
Disabili0es	

China	Disabled	Persons'	Federa0on	(CDPF)	
	

Rehabilita0on	Advisory	Commi*ee	
Equal	Opportuni0es	Commission	

	
Social	and	Family	Affairs	Administra0on	

Ministry	of	Health	and	Welfare	


Agents 



Available accessible media 
services 

Government	 Non-governmental	
organiza=ons	

Private	companies	

Mainland	China	 1.	China	Digital	Library	for	Visual	
Impairment	(CDLVI,	中国盲人数字
图书馆),	China	Braille	Library	(中国
盲文图书馆)	
2.	Project	of	Audio	Descrip0on	
Movies	in	Shanghai	(2011)		
3.	Public	Welfare	Ac0on	of	Cultural	
Aids	to	the	Blinds	with	Audio	
DescripMon	Movies	(2012)	
4.	IPTV	Channel	of	Barrier-Free	
Movies	(2010)	

1.  Cinema	Without	Sound	
h*p://site.douban.com/131105/	

1.	Members	of	CAPA	(Tencent,	Baidu,	
Weibo,	etc.)	have	improved	the	
func0ons	to	benefit	persons	with	visual	
impairment.	
2.	Applica0ons	that	read	texts	on	
screen,	such	as	Zhengdu	(争渡)	and	
Yongde	(永德).		

Hong	Kong	 1.	TV	series	for	educa0ng	the	
society	(raise	social	awareness)	
2.	Development	Plan	of	Hong	Kong	
Audio	Descrip0on	Films	(2011-2012)	

1.	Audio	Descrip0ve	Movie	Show	for	the	
Visually	Impaired	at	AMC	theater	(2010)	
2.	Hong	Kong	Sign	Language	Browser	(in	
Cantonese)		

Taiwan		 1.	Visually	Accessible	Informa0on	
Course	in	Na0onal	Taiwan	Library	

1.	Audio	Descrip0on	Development	
Associa0on:	Learning	Ac0vi0es	of	Audio	
Descrip0on	Films	(2017)	



Conclusions 
1.  The	governments	of	these	three	regions	have	led	the	promo0on	of	non-profit	

businesses,	which	can	prevent	non-governmental	organiza0ons	and	private	
companies	from	playing	a	more	relevant	role.	

2.  Accessibility	services	or	ac0vi0es	usually	take	place	in	big	ci0es	like	Shanghai	or	
Taipei,	while	a	great	percentage	of	the	disabled	popula0on	lives	in	rural	areas.	

3.  Most	of	the	popula0on	lacks	awareness	on	accessibility	issues,	which	in	the	case	of	
China	is	mainly	changeable	through	educa0on	and	a	top-down	approach.	

4.  Lack	of	a	holis0c	approach	to	media	accessibility	for	disabled	people,	who	require	
mul0-faceted	services,	such	as	sign	language,	audio	descrip0on,	Braille,	or	reading-
screen	systems.			
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Thank you for listening! 

For	ques0ons,	please	contact	us	at:	Sara.Rovira@uab.cat	/	xuan.zheng@e-campus.uab.cat			


