
MDPI and The Future of 
Scholarly Publishing 



What does Open Access mean? 

 Free access to information and 

unrestricted use of digital resources.   

 

Any digital content: texts, databases, 

software and multimedia content. 
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Open Access Implies 

3 

Free and universal access, 
without costs for the reader. 

1 
Author grants all potential users 
irrevocably and for an unlimited 
time the right to: use, copy or 
distribute the content, provided 
that the author is credited. 

2 
Full version deposited in at least 
one recognized open access 
repository. 
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Advantages 

• Wider visibility, use and impact. 

• Immediateness 

• Universal access to the latest research in all 
countries. 

• Return of public investment on research to the 
community. 

• Allows authors to retain ownership of copyright. 
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Peer-Review 
Process 



Open Peer Review 

How does it work?  
 

 Authors get the choice as to whether the review reports should be published (open reports)  

 Reviewers have the choice to have their name on their published report (open identity) 

 The review reports and author responses will be available on the article abstract page 

 
 



Open Peer Review 

Why Open Peer Review? 
 

 Greater transparency and trust, by providing readers with a window into the editorial decision-making process.  

 Encourage high quality comments, since reviewers and editors are aware that the comments may be published. 

 Credit for reviewers, open identities offer a way to directly show their contribution. 

 



Scholarly Publishing and 
Open Access Landscape 



Big Deal Cancellation Tracking 

 

 

https://sparcopen.org/our-work/big-deal-cancellation-tracking/ 
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Also in this page, several libraries and consortia have provided the full text of Big Deal 
licenses. These provide useful information about the terms and conditions publisher may seek to 
include in their standard agreements. 





Plan S 

“With effect from 2021, all scholarly publications on the results 
from research funded by public or private grants provided by 
national, regional and international research councils and funding 
bodies, must be published in Open Access Journals, on Open Access 
Platforms, or made immediately available through Open Access 
Repositories without embargo.” 

 



Plan S 

 No more paywall publications 

 Open Access must be immediate: NO EMBARGO PERIOD 

 CC BY license: authors must be the copyright owner 

 Transparency about pricing and contracts 

 Funders should pay, not individual researchers 

 NEW! Assess research outputs based on their intrinsic merit and 
not their venue of publication, following DORA 



Plan S 

The deadline has been extended by one year: 1st January 2021. 

 

Plan S is not just about Gold Open Access: immediate green is fully 
compliant. 

 

It now integrates DORA principles for research assessment. 



Plan S 

Open access journals and platforms need to meet the following criteria to be 
compliant with Plan S: 

 
1. Content needs to be published under an open license (preferably CC BY). 

2. The journal/platform must implement and document a solid review system according to the 
standards within the discipline, and according to the standards of the Committee on 
Publication Ethics (COPE). 

3. The journal/platform must be listed in the Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ) or be in 
the state of being registered. 

4. Automatic article processing charge waivers for authors from low-income countries and 
discounts for authors from middle-income countries must be provided. 

5. Details about publishing costs (including direct costs, indirect costs and potential surplus) 
impacting the publication fees must be made transparent and be openly available on the 
journal website/publishing platform. 

 



Plan S 

Open access journals and platforms need to meet the following criteria 
to be compliant with Plan S: 

 

6. DOIs must be used as permanent identifiers. 

7. Long-term digital preservation strategy by deposition of content in an archiving 
program such as LOCKSS/CLOCKSS. 

8. Accessability of the full text in a machine readable format (e.g. XML / JATS) to 
foster Text and Data Mining (TDM). 

9. Link to raw data and code in external repositories. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/XML
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/JATS
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Text_mining




Plan S Implementation Guidance 

Open Access Publishing 
venues 

Subscription venues 
(repository route) 

Transition of Subscription 
venues (transformative 
arrangements) 

Route Authors publish in an 
Open Access journal or an 
Open Access platform 

Authors publish in a 
subscription journal and 
make either the final 
published version 
(Version of Record, VoR) 
or the Author’s accepted 
manuscript openly 
available in a repository 

Authors Publish Open 
Access in a subscription 
journal under a 
transformative 
arrangement 
 

Funding cOAlition S funders will 
financially support 
publications fees 

cOAlition S funders will 
not financially support 
“hybrid” Open Access 
publication fees in 
subscription venues 

cOAlition S funders can 
contribute financially to 
Open Access publishing 
under transformative 
arrangements 



Research Assessment  

The Impact Factor is the average of citation in the last 2 years, 
however, within that journal there are many papers that are NOT cited. 

 

The Declaration on Research Assessment (DORA) recognizes the need 
to improve the ways in which the outputs of scholarly research are 
evaluated.   

 

https://sfdora.org/ 

https://sfdora.org/


https://publications.europa.eu/s/m7aq 



The Future of Scholarly Publishing 

Recommendations to researchers: 
 

• When participating in research assessment (hiring, promotion, 
etc.) focus on the merits and impact of a researcher’s work 
instead of journal-based metrics. Incorporate recommendation 
from DORA.  

•  Take responsibility for ensuring that all research contributions 
are made openly available, discoverable and reusable.  

• Increase awareness (sense of responsibility) of implications of 
actions in roles as authors, reviewers and academic editors.  

•  Support greater transparency in peer-review, including the 
publication of signed reports (Open Peer Review) 

 
 

 

 



The Future of Scholarly Publishing 

Recommendations to Universities and research 
institutions: 

 

•  Develop policies and practices to ensure that all 
research contributions are made openly available, 
discoverable, and reusable.  

• Promote and implement the recommendations of DORA 
to ensure that research assessment takes into account a 
wide range of scholarly contributions (research articles, 
preprints, datasets, software, patents and materials).  

 

 

 



The Future of Scholarly Publishing 

Concluding remarks: 

 

• The most important structural element of the present research 
ecosystem is the evaluation system, in particular the Impact Factor. It 
shapes many of the decisions taken by universities, researchers and 
institutions.  

• Getting rid of the use of the IF would create real challenges.  

• In alliance with research institutions and their libraries, and 
researchers (in particular with the help of learned societies), funders 
can reform the general landscape of scholarly publishing.   

 

 



About MDPI 

“MDPI has the mission to foster 
open scientific exchange in all 
forms, across all disciplines” 



 Open access since 1996 
 Over 200 journals 
 264,000 papers published 
 8 offices in 6 countries 
 HQ in Basel 

 

Committed to: 
 Openness 
 Sustainability 
 High quality service 
 Rapid publication of new research 





MDPI Services 



https://www.preprints.org/ 

https://www.preprints.org/


English Editing Services 
 
Regular Edit: We will check the grammar and phrasing of your paper. Completed within 2 business days. 
Specialist Edit: Includes all features of the Regular Edit, followed by a check of subject-specific terms and 
style by an expert in your research field. 

Figure Editing Service 
 
The MDPI figure editing service ensures your figures are ready for publication. This service is completed 
within 2 business days. 

Extra Services 
 
Layout Editing: We will prepare your submission for publication in an MDPI journal. Completed within 1 
business day. 
Ithenticate Plagiarism Check: We will generate a report showing text duplication and potential 
plagiarism, along with advice on where to modify text and add further citations. Completed within 1 
business day. 
 https://www.mdpi.com/authors/english 

https://www.mdpi.com/authors/english


https://encyclopedia.pub/ 

https://encyclopedia.pub/


https://sciprofiles.com 

https://sciprofiles.com/




https://sciforum.net 

https://sciforum.net/





