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LEGAL FRAMEWORK
Universal declaration of Human Rights 

Article 29 is about the right to take part in politics. 

This article says that all people with disabilities have 
the same right to take part in politics as other citizens. 

The Convention also asks governments to make sure 
that people with disabilities have the same chances 
to take part in politics as anyone else.



One person one vote
However, in many countries, 
persons with cognitive disabilities cannot vote 

Discrimination 

People with disabilities should have the same right to vote. 
No one should declare a person incapable of voting. 
No one should test if a person with disability is able to vote. 



Some issues
The polling station is hard to find and enter. 

People do not know about their right to vote or stand for elections. 

Information about elections and voting is difficult to understand. 



First step to voting: census 

Each election has a deadline to consult the census. 
Is this information accessible? 

How is the information communicated to the population? 
The consultation is accessible? 



The Catalan example 
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SOLUTIONS 
Making sure that the ways of voting and the voting papers are easy to use and understand. 

Making sure people with disabilities can vote in secret as other citizens. 

Allowing a person with disability to choose someone to help them express their choice in elections, like an assistant. 



MORE SOLUTIONS 

  Some countries, like Finland or France make the information about elections easy to use and understandable for all.  

 Some countries have campaigns to tell people with disabilities about their right to vote. 





ACTION 
1.Involving people with disabilities in politics 

The Convention asks governments to involve people with disabilities when making decisions about their lives. 

Some governments also support organisations of people with disabilities. 

This is to make sure they can help the government with things that are important to people with disabilities. 

For example, these organisations can tell the government if things are bad for people with disabilities  or if they are good and help them. 



ACTION 
2. Collecting information 

how many people with disabilities take part in politics  

what makes it difficult for people with disabilities to take part, 

what support people with disabilities need to take part. 



ACTION 
3. Working together  

Countries should work together to make it easier or people with disabilities to take part in politics. 

However, only very few countries do that. 

For example Australia helped to make elections in Indonesia, Papua New Guinea and the Philippines more accessible. 
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