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1. What is SDH?
2. When was it born?
3. Who is it addressed to?
4. Why is it necessary?
5. Where is it displayed?
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6. How… does it look like?
7. ……… is it produced?
8. ……… is it perceived?
9. ……… is it studied?
10. ……… has it changed?
11. Who is it addressed to?



1. What is SDH? 

LEAD ME Winter Training School Madrid, 15-17 November 2021

#LEADMEMadrid2021



1. What is SDH? 

LEAD ME Winter Training School Madrid, 15-17 November 2021

#LEADMEMadrid2021

“Subtitling for deaf and hard-of-hearing (SDH) is a modality within Audiovisual
Translation Studies aimed at people with hearing impairments. Just like standard
subtitling it consists of textual representation of dialogues(1) placed at the bottom of
the screen. In addition to dialogue subtitles, SDH takes into account character
identification(2) (assigning colours to different characters, placing text closest to the
character speaking or using labels to identify characters), description of sounds and
music(3) relevant to the plot and well as other paralinguistic information(4) such as
irony, sarcasm etc...”

Media Translation & Accessibility in the EU (2015)
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Captioning SubtitlingVS

for the deaf for the Deaf

for the Hearing
Impaired

for the Deaf and the
Hard-of Hearing

for the Hard-of 
Hearing



2. When was it born?
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3. Who is it addressed to?
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3. Who is it addressed to?     Age?
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1% 1% 3%

5%
7%

12%

7%

11%
15%

38%

6-15 Y/O
16-24 Y/O
25-34 Y/O
35-44 Y/O
45-54 Y/O
55-64 Y/O
65-69 Y/O
70-74 Y/O
75-79 Y/O
80 Y/O

NSI, 2008



3. Who is it addressed to?   Hearing profile?

a. Mono / Bi
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b. Onset
c. Aids / No aids
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3. Who is it addressed to?    Language profile?
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3. Who is it addressed to?   

Economic profile?

Sociodemographic profile?

Many other profiles…
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4. Why is it necessary?
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5. Where is it displayed?
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6. How does it look like?
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6. How does it look like?
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Taxonomía para el estudio del SPS
(Arnáiz-Uzquiza (2012) basada en Bartoll (2008)
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7. How is it produced?
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8. How is it perceived?
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Jensema (2000),A Study of the Eye Movement Strategies Used in Viewing Captioned TV



9. How is it studied?

Eyetracking
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9. How is it studied?

EGG
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9. How is it studied?

MRI
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10. How has it changed… but, mainly: how is 
it changing?
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11. And then, again, WHO is it addressed to?
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“Subtitling for deaf and hard-of-hearing (SDH) is a modality within Audiovisual
Translation Studies aimed at people with hearing impairments. Just like standard
subtitling it consists of textual representation of dialogues(1) placed at the bottom of
the screen. In addition to dialogue subtitles, SDH takes into account character
identification(2) (assigning colours to different characters, placing text closest to the
character speaking or using labels to identify characters), description of sounds and
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11. WHO is it addressed to?
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We all (...) encounter barriers in our ability to move, in our

communications or sources of information, and in our ability to understand

messages, instructions, instruments or systems (....). The effects of these barriers

can even lead to social exclusion, disability, stigmatization and psychological

aggravation for those affected. Society’s inability to eliminate barriers to mobility,

communication and understanding is symptomatic of the unequal attention that

people with reduced capacities deserve.
(Libro Blanco de la Accesibilidad, 2006)
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Thanks for your attention!
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