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What is GreenSCENT?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UcV3HGOlyiw


What are the main barriers people with disabilities face in accessing environmental information?

● Lack of availability of alternative information formats, for example: 

audio, alt txt, text to speech.

● Complex science, sentences structures and jargon in environmental 

communication

● Disinformation or “fake news”

● …



UN Sustainable Development Goals



United Nations, Climate Action, 22 April 2022.

“Google teams up with 
UN for verified climate
information” 

https://www.un.org/en/climatechange/google-search-information


United Nations, Climate Action, 22 April 2022.

“Millions of people around the world go to Google to get information 

about climate change and sustainability. Now, when users search for 

“climate change”, they will find authoritative information from the 

United Nations in 12 languages. In addition to organic search results, 

Google is surfacing short and easy-to-understand information panels 

and visuals on the causes and effects of climate change, as well as 

individual actions that people can take to help tackle the climate 

crisis.”

https://www.un.org/en/climatechange/google-search-information


Climate Change Panels



Example 1: Easy News: 
Extreme Weather and Climate Change

https://www.unitedresponse.org.uk/resource/easy-news-extreme-weather-climate-change/


Example 2: British Met Office Change 
Weather Maps to Improve Accessibility

https://www.reuters.com/article/factcheck-weather-climate-idUSL1N2Z30KX
https://www.reuters.com/article/factcheck-weather-climate-idUSL1N2Z30KX


Example 3: Discussion on a Northern Ireland Climate Change Bill in Easy Read

https://consultations2.nidirect.gov.uk/daera/climatechangediscussion/


Key Questions and Future Research

● How can we ensure that information about the climate crisis is accessible to 
a wide range of people?

● What measures can we put in place to support people with disabilities when 
accessing information about the climate crisis?

● As more extreme weather events occur, how can we ensure that people with 
disabilities can access vital information?

● How can we recruit more people with disabilities in STEM to work in our 
fight against ecological collapse? 



Preliminary Conclusions

● Access to clear and scientifically verified information is crucial to 

understand the scale of the challenge of the climate crisis.

● It is important that we develop a strategy on how to communicate 

environmental information effectively  in a range of formats.

● People with disabilities will be disproportionately affected by the climate 

crisis therefore it is vital that we ensure that access to information about 

the climate crisis and related scientific issues is prioritised.

● Can we develop a Universal Design approach or offer tailored solutions?

● More research is needed to understand current barriers and propose 

solutions



Questions? 
Suggestions? 
Get in contact!

Email address: 
SarahAnne.McDonagh@uab.cat 

Twitter: @Donagh_Sarah

LinkedIn: 
linkedin.com/in/sarah-mcdonagh-5b75
8050

Follow the GreenSCENT Project on 
Twitter, Facebook and LinkedIn
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