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https://dtieao.uab.cat/txicc/echinese/en/


Features of the database include: 

SKILLS: 
Reading, Listening, 

Pronunciation, but also... 
Cultural, Translation, etc. LINGUISTIC VARIANT: 

Standard Chinese, but also...
Classical Chinese, 

Cantonese, Taiwanese...

Format: 
Web, but also...

Instagram, Plug-in, YouTube, 
Podcast... 



CASE STUDIES



Resources on pronunciation

• More than 60 resources

• Mainly web-based
• YouTube
• App
• Instagram

• Mostly on standard Chinese
• Cantonese (5%)
• Taiwanese (2%)



What can we find in them?

INFORMATION on pronunciation

• Chinese phonological system
•Sounds

•Tones

•Pinyin

• Format
•Text

•Video

•Sounds

(examples)

Screenshot from the webpage Yabla

https://chinese.yabla.com/chinese-pinyin-chart.php


What can we find in them?

ACTIVITIES: sound discrimination

• sound discrimination
• Initials and finals

• Tones

• Syllabes

• Words

Screenshot from the webpage Chinese gratis

https://chinese.gratis/tools/audio/dictation.php


What can we find in them?

ACTIVITIES: sound production

• Lexical level • Sentence level:

Dubbing of cartoons

(TaoLi app)

Screenshot from the webpage Yabla

Screenshot of a dubbing activity from the TaoLi app

https://chinese.yabla.com/chinese-tones-learn-the-right-way-with-tone-pairs.php


How can teachers use them?

• Create activities from explanations on pronunciation
1. Read/listen to the explanation and write down 3 initial sounds non-existent 

in your mother tongue and try to explain them
2. Read/listen to this presentation and explain the differences in pronunciation 

of the sounds transcribed as p, q and z in pinyin and Spanish
3. Look at this chart, listen to all the syllables containing the letters a and i, tell 

us how they are pronounced in each case and infer the pronunciation rules.

• Make a tone discrimination activity in pairs and design a new one to 
practice the tones that your partner finds more difficult

• Make a dubbing activity in pairs and write down the sounds your 
partner finds more difficult

https://www.digmandarin.com/chinese-pinyin-chart


Resource for teachers:

汉语拼音知识点查询系统 (BLCU platform)

• Creates lists of characters or words with the sounds or combinations 
of sounds you select, according to filters, such as:

• Specific syllables (i.e. guo)

•Initials or types of initials (i.e. f or fricative)

• Amount of syllables and position in a word

• Combinations of initials in polysyllabic words

• Combination of tones

• Etc.

• Webpage: http://47.94.155.105:9604/ (need to register, but free)

http://webhttp:/47.94.155.105:9604/


Resource for teachers:汉语拼音知识点查询系统

• Combination of 4 tone + neutral tone, in 2 syllables, in HSK lists

Screenshots of a search from 汉语拼音知识点查询系统

http://47.94.155.105:9604/


Classical Chinese 
goes digital...



Resources for Classical Chinese (CC): 16

• 7 dictionaries w/etymological 
information,

• 2 collab. learning websites with 
sections for CC

• 1 personal blog by an expert in CC

• 1 repository with quizzes on CC and CC 
poetry

• 2 resources on pre-modern Buddhist 
texts

• 3 pre-modern Chinese text databases



CTEXT (Chinese Text Project): 
CC texts just a click away

• The CC resource with the most views (and the highest rated) on 
e·Chinese

• Biggest OA repository of digitalized pre-modern Chinese texts (more than 
30,000 works = around 5 million Chinese characters)

• Apart from searchable texts, it includes tools such as:

• database of parallel passages,

• an integrated dictionary,

• vocabulary lists.

https://ctext.org/


Who said it first? Who reused it?
• The parallel passage tool allows 

you to search for a fragment (or 
slight variations of it) throught 
the database:

• Excellent to sensitize CC 
students to:
• the evolution of concepts and 

grammatical structures from the 
pre-imperial to late imperial 
times,

• on the literary importance of 
certain passages, anecdotes, etc.



Vocabulary lists: it’s “to say” or “happy”?

• Vocabulary lists enable users to click on characters/words in a text to quickly access 
their meaning (in the text) in the integrated dictionary,

• Extremely useful for:

• characters with multiple pronunciations or unrelated meanings;

• identifying if a character is used as a graphical variant.



Ok, but... can I use it in my Modern Chinese class?

Possible educational application of 
this resource:

• Ask students to search for the 
origins of a specific chengyu in 
premodern text.

• It will help them understand the 
idiom in a broader context that 
includes:
• historical era,

• author,

• original work,

• original meaning.



Integrating 
Instagram in the 

Chinese language 
classroom

• Creation of original content
• Use of third-party content



Some tips to improve your content and searchability

• Dynamic and engaging content + more lasting formats for key information and try to 
include examples of usage.

• Brief theoretical explanations, activities + more playful content or formats not 
present in the traditional classroom.

• Different templates for different kinds of content (vocabulary, grammar, etc.).

• Ortho-typographic resources, such as colour, headings or fix information layout, to 
organise the information within your posts.

• Consistent, meaningful and multilingual hashtags.

• Text in the description to enhance information accessibility.

• Official rules when using the pinyin.

• Guides to group related content.

• Highlights to keep and classify your reels.



A picture is worth a thousand words

同义词

词

字

偏旁



Lexical Cultural Grammar Graphemics Pragmatics Pronunciation Listening

100% 

75% 

50% 

25% 

0% 

Language skills with greater presence on Instagram
Some accounts focus on more than one language skill



Tips to use third-party contents
• Recommend your students academically sound accounts (either 

evaluated by yourself or those w/5 stars on e·Chinese).
• Review class content commenting third-party individual posts or reels

by sharing it to your story
• Review class content grouping third-party individual posts or reels

under guides. Guides allow us to customize external material for our 
teaching needs.

• Ask your students to search for content related to what was seen in 
class and to tag you to keep you informed of their findings.

• Develop your students’ digital literacy by teaching them to analyse
account quality, encouraging critical thinking, and promoting self-
directed learning.



Some examples using Google Chrome extensions for Chinese learning

How can plug-ins 
enhance Chinese 

learning and 
teaching?



Extensions for Chinese learning in Chrome

• Mostly pop-up dictionaries 
with various functionalities
(to save vocab. lists, 
grammar explanations, etc.)

• Tools clearly aimed at 
Chinese learners: 

- Pinyin annotation

- Conversors

- Word separators

dictionary
17

pinyin 
annotation

4
conversor

8

vocabulary
8

other 
tools

13



Pop-up dictionaries + other tools



Using a 
pop-up 
dictionary 
as a 
reading 
tool

Extension used Zhongwen: Chinese-English Dictionary

Level B2

Skills 阅读理解

Objectives
To read a text and identify all the cultural references.

To translate the text into their mother tongue.

Description of 

the activity

Students can only use the extension to support their reading task 

(no automatic translation tools allowed for this task)

Didactic pros

This dictionary is very complete and encyclopedic.

Students can focus on reading and understanding structures 

without the anxiety of not knowing part of the vocabulary.

Didactic cons

Students need to learn how information is organized in this 

dictionary.

Pinyin is not accurate (character-based).



Students 
still need to 
understand 
structures to 
grasp 
correct 
meaning



Conclusions
• The e·Chinese database reflects the digitalisation of 

language education:

• resources for different levels, competences, language 
varieties and in formats.

• resources for very diverse teaching/learning needs,

• resources that can be used in the classroom, under 
the teacher's guidance or autonomously by students.

• As daunting as they may seem, digital resources 
are tools that can help us by making CFL teaching 
and learning more:

• dynamic,

• stimulating,

• Effective

• Promotes a more critical approach to digital literacy

https://dtieao.uab.cat/txicc/echinese/en/

https://dtieao.uab.cat/txicc/echinese/en/
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