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Context and objectives
• Lack of a pedagogical grammar for Spanish-speaking learners 

• More tradition in other languages (Chinese, Italian, Portuguese, ongoing EBCL2 project for a wiki without Spanish)

• Predominance of grammars in Chinese or English

• Existing grammars often lack academic rigour or are incomplete

Pedagogical grammar of Chinese designed for Spanish-speaking learners, 

especially university students

1. What and how to teach according to grammatical difficulty, proficiency level, and communication needs

2. Academic yet accessible to a wider audience

3. Adopts a Chinese-Spanish contrastive approach

4. Focus on difficulties faced by Spanish-speaking learners

5. Organised according to CEFR levels (A1–B2), not HSK

6. Dynamic work with interconnected grammatical points

7. Open access and revisable (web and PDF)



2019-2025: 100 documented online meetings 



Methodology
Material obtained from the EBCL project

Material obtained from the EBCL project

Bottom-up analysis to decide table of contents

Bottom-up analysis to decide table of contents



Contents

Introduction

General 
concepts about 
Chinese writing

Pronunciation 
and Pinyin

Parts of 
Speech

Nouns, 
pronouns, 

adjectives, nume
rals, measure 

words, verbs and 
verbal aspect, 

adverbs, 
prepositions, 

particles 
(structural, 

modal 
and aspectual, 
conjunctions 

onomatopoeias

Syntax

Different types 
of predication 

and 
modification

Syntactic 
functions:

subject, 
predicate, 
adverbal 
modifier, 

adjectival 
modifier, 

complements

Sentence 
level

Sentences by 
function:

interrogative, 
comparative, 
existential…

Sentences by 
structure: simple 

and complex 
(coordinated, 
subordinated)

把 sentences 

被 sentences

Pragmatics

Topic-
Comment

Discourse-
Oriented 

Grammar



Sample chapter (1)

Types of zhuangyu

Adverbial 

modifier

CEFR level

Examples include 

Pinyin and 

translation

Definition



Sample chapter (2)
Syntactic features

Use of 
explanatory 

diagrams

Use of 
orthotypographical 
resources to better 

identify the 
grammatical point 

being explained



Sample chapter (3)
Contrastive aspects with 

Spanish

Use of frequent ungrammatical 
sentences in Spanish speakers



Concluding remarks
• Lack of specificity in the grammatical content of EBCL

• Not feasible to develop a grammar based only on communicative functions

• Lack of consensus on many aspects of Chinese grammar

• Dialogic debate among colleagues: one of the grammar’s main strengths

• Teaching experience is key to ensuring a truly pedagogical approach

Next steps
• Complete and review all chapters

• Publish the results online as open access (CI funding)

• Gather feedback from students

• Meeting point for colleagues

• Seek synergies with related initiatives
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