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PRESENTATION

From an academic perspective, as well as 
from the point of view of professionals, 
governments and economic agents 
involved, there is a general consensus 
regarding structure and location of 
economic activities as the objects of 
great changes in recent years. The so-
called industrial estates, seen as areas of 
functional specialization, have been and 
still are the ones in which these territorial 
changes of the economic-productive 
system arise most clearly. Understanding 
them and thinking on their characteristics, 
on the activities that settle in them in an 
intensive manner, and on how to plan, 
design and manage them, becomes 
essential to develop urban and territorial 
planning policies and economic strategies.

The publication of the four articles 
included in this 45th issue of the PAPERS 
magazine can be regarded as an attempt 
to contribute to this necessary refl ection 
focusing on the 1.750 industrial estates 
located in Catalonia (according to the 
Census of Industrial Estates in Catalonia 
2005-2006, developed by the Institut 
d’Estudis Regionals i Metropolitans de 
Barcelona).

The location of these economic areas, 
the variety of situations resulting from 
their size, site and land availability, as well 
as the prospect of fl oor demand, are the 
subjects analyzed by Carme Miralles-
Guasch and Carles Donat at the opening of 
this monograph. This fi rst article unravels 
the results obtained by two quantitative 
sources created in order to overcome the 
lack of information about local industrial 
estates: the aforementioned Census 
(which includes location, delimitation, size 
and occupation data) and the Sample of 
Industrial Estates in Catalonia 2005-2006, 
which informs of the activities that can 
be found at those estates. The analysis of 
offer/demand dialectics here is based both 
on these quantitative data and systematic, 
qualitative information gathered in in-depth 
interviews to relevant experts in the fi eld.

The second article, by Àngel Cebollada, 
is about the unresolved matter of the 
accessibility to industrial estates. Given 
the acknowledgement that the relocation 
of industries to the urban periphery has 
occurred without taking into account the 
workers’ accessibility needs, a resulting 
situation characterized by a severe 
shortage of collective transport offer, 
in which the car appears as the most 
effective mean, is outlined. As a way to 
correct or straighten it, the author points 
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out the implementation of the Catalan 
Mobility Law instruments, particularly the 
Mobility Plans for industrial estates and 
the fi gure of the Mobility Manager.

In the third article, Margarida Castañer and 
Antoni Ferran review the conclusions of 
the 3rd Conference on Territorial and Urban 
Planning Environmental Assessment. The 
Conference goals were to come up with 
effective ways to apply the European 
Union Directive 2001/1452/EC to the 
conception of new areas of economic 
activity, to establish environmental and 
landscaping criterion to guide the selection 
and design of their site and, lastly, to 
launch the challenge of collaboration 
between different Administration levels 
in order to enable the development of 
supramunicipal economic areas.

The issue is closed by a fourth article 
in which Juli Esteban refl ects about 
the capacity, the tools and the ways in 
which physical planning can infl uence the 
dynamics of location of industrial estates. 
Starting with the defi nition of a set of 
guiding principles that seek to promote 
coexistence with other activities and to 
rationalize their settlement, the author 
refers the spatial and temporal diffi culties 
that arise when a range of territorial plans 
attempt to establish guidelines for the 
choice of sites, sizes and mixed-used 
patterns, as well as to impose an urban 
model of concentration and proximity. In 
order to go beyond these diffi culties he 
proposes some planning techniques, such 
as the regulation of the spatial distribution 
of both already-known processes and 
unexpected opportunities for the siting of 
new activities. 
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Introduction

With the passing of time, the location 
of economic activities has been 
governed by various lines of reasoning 
and circumstances. At present, and for 
quite some time now, town and city 
councils have been trying to situate 
these businesses in industrial estates in 
suburban areas, often isolated from the 
traditional urban fabric and set aside for 

exclusive uses. Nevertheless, and despite 
the fact that this has been a general trend, 
to date we have little information about 
where these industrial estates are located, 
how many there are, the area they cover in 
hectares and how much of this land area is 
available. Similarly, there has been little in-
depth research into what we know about 
the kinds of businesses located in these 
areas beyond merely classifying them 
along with industry.

The following article is an attempt to 
refl ect the current situation concerning the 
defi cit of information on these issues from 
the analytical perspective of supply and 
demand of industrial estates in Catalonia1.
This study starts from the basis of three 
hypotheses shared by the academic world, 
institutions and social representatives. 
The fi rst hypothesis is that these spaces 
can no longer simply be identifi ed as 
industrial areas because they also include 
logistics and commercial enterprises 
and services in general. Therefore, 
throughout this article we will use the 
term industrial estate in its broadest 
sense, that is as an area where business 
enterprises are located on land classifi ed 
as industrial, tertiary or mixed. The second 
hypothesis, which follows from the fi rst, 
refers to the fact that the characteristics 
of these economic activities are no 
longer incompatible with residential 
uses; in consequence, the ideal situation 
of locating them in industrial estates 
segregated from urban fabrics has to be 
re-thought, above all taking into account 
that this location increases competition 
for land use and may make diffi cult the 
siting of other businesses that do need 
to be located in these areas. Finally, the 
third hypothesis states that the distribution 
of industrial estates in Catalonia is, 
generally speaking, overly dispersed 
and fragmented, the outcome of a lack 
of coordination between municipalities, 
which poses diffi culties when it comes to 
siting businesses that require a large areas 
of land.

When it comes to studying industrial 
estates, there is a lack of homogeneous 
and detailed information for Catalonia 
as a whole. In an attempt to address 
this, three sources of information have 
been devised: two of them quantitative, 
a census and a sample of industrial 
estates; and one qualitative, a corpus of 
in-depth interviews. The Cens de polígons 
d’activitat de Catalunya 2005-2006 
(Census of industrial and tertiary estates in 
Catalonia 2005-2006) began with sending 
out a questionnaire with a map to those 
local councils with industrial, tertiary or 
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