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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF SUBJECT

This course aims at studying English morphology (derivation and inflection), and at
carrying out a detailed study of the structure of basic clauses in English. More precisely,
the main objectives are the following: (i) to provide a theoretical introduction to
morphology; (ii) to study inflection; (iii) to study the different word formation processes
in English; (iv) to analyze the main categories and their distributional and morphological
properties (inflectional and derivational); (v) to study their combination and identify the
constituents; (vi) to describe the internal structure of the different phrases, the Noun
Phrase, the Verb Phrase, the Adjective Phrase, the Adverb Phrase and the Prepositional
Phrase and their main properties, and (vii) to identify lexical and syntactic ambiguity.

OBJECTIVES

Students should be able to (i) carry out morphological analyses and distinguish between
inflection and derivation; (ii) identify and explain the word formation processes in
English; (iii) identify the basic categories and phrases of English simple clauses, (iv)
distinguish the notions of form and function of elements at different levels and (v)
identify and analyse ambiguous sentences.

SYLLABUS

1. Introduction

1.1. The notion of grammar

1.2. Linguistics and the components of language
1.3. The notion of grammaticality

1.4. Form vs. function

1.5. Grammatical category

2. Morphology

2.1. Word

2.2. Morpheme

2.3. Morphs and allomorphs
2.4. Classification of morphs
2.5 Types of words
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2.6. Inflection vs. derivation

3. Word formation processes
3.1. Major processes
3.1.1 Derivation
3.1.2 Compounding
3.1.3 Conversion
3.2. Minor processes
3.2.1 Reduplication
3.2.2 Blending
3.2.3 Backformation
3.2.4 Acronymy
3.2.5 Clipping

4. Word classes
4.1. The notion of category
4.1.1 The traditional notion of the parts of speech
4.1.2 The modern notion of word class or category
4.2. Morphological, semantic and distributional properties of major word classes
4.2.1. The noun
4.2.2 The verb
4 2.3 The adjective
4.2.4 The adverb
4.3 Morphological, semantic and distributional properties of minor word classes
4.3.1 Pronouns
4.3 .2 Determiners
4.3.3 Auxiliaries
4.3.4 Other categories

5.Constituents and phrases

5.1 Constituents
5.1.1 What is a constituent?
5.1.2 Constituency tests
5.1.3 Ambiguity

5.2 Phrases
5.2.1 What is a phrase?
5.2.3 The noun phrase
5.2.4 The verb phrase
5.2.5 The adjective phrase
5.2.6 The adverb phrase
5.2.7 The prepositional phrase

ASSESSMENT

The course will be evaluated as follows:
e Midterm exam (35%).

¢ Final exam (35%).
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In both exams, the students will be asked to provide answers to different kinds of
questions which involve defining grammatical notions, explain given structures and
solve practical exercises.

¢ Homework and in-class assignments (15%).

There will be weekly assignments, some of which will be handed in and others corrected
in class. Besides there will be work done in class, especially in the practical sessions,
which will be assessed.

e Work done in the “tutoria integrada” (15%).

Note: the level of English will be taken into account when correcting exams and in
the final assessment.

TUTORIALS
The “tutoria integrada” will be done virtually, using the Campus Virtual. Tutorials will
be devoted to practical exercises and to discussions of readings.
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Study material specifically designed for this subject will be provided to students
throughout the course by means of the Campus Virtual.
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