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BRIEF DESCRIPTION  
The purpose of the course is to provide insight to second language students concerning the 
English lexicon. Word organization in the lexicon. Word retrieval. Both monolingual and 
bilingual dictionaries will be considered, including those in CD-ROM; we will study them 
to know how they fulfil their dual function of describing the vocabulary of English and of 
providing a useful and accessible reference resource  
OBJECTIVES  
To provide a guide to lexicographical devices, methods, and terminology. To know about 
words, their constituents, their formation and their meanings. Knowledge about dictionary 
structure, dictionary use, and dictionary compilation.  
ASSESSMENT  
A pass mark in a final examination on the theory and practice dealt with along the course, 
50%. Class attendance and class assignments, 25%. Article reviews, 25%  
SYLLABUS  
-New concepts. New terms: Philology, lexicology, lexicography.  
-Dictionaries: lists of words.  
-Words: Word classes. Word analysis.  
-Lexemes. Lexeme variants. Multiword lexemes  
-The origin of English words. Word formation: Types. Word meaning.  
-Dictionary uses and dictionary users. Types of dictionaries. General-purpose dictionaries. 
Monolingual and bilingual dictionaries.  
-Dictionary entries. The selection of the data. Authenticity. Written sources.  
-Compiling a Dictionary. Computer corpora. Evaluation  
-Dictionary making in English up to the present time. Glossaries. Monolingual dictionaries. 
Ascertaining and fixing. Samuel Johnson’s Dictionary of the English Language. The 
Philological Society (1842): The Oxford English Dictionary (OED), (1888-1933). 
Webster’s American Dictionary (1828). Electronic dictionaries.  
-Meaning in dictionaries. Definitions. Sense relations. Spelling. Pronunciation. 
Grammatical information: Valency. Word Compounds. Collocations. Idioms. Etymology.  
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-Dictionaries for learners. Monolingual. Bilingual. Illustrations.  
–Alphabetical order. The thematic tradition. Thesauruses. Encyclopedias.  
–Compiling dictionaries. Criticising dictionaries  
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