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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF SUBJECT 
 
This course focuses on one subject: representations of Africa in modern literature, starting 
from Joseph Conrad’s controversial novella Heart of Darkness. We will study responses to 
his fiction of all sorts, paying particular attention to Achebe’s critical essay, which leads us 
to debates on colonialism, postcolonialism and contemporary representations.  Brief 
explorations of film, music and art will play a small but important role. 
 

 
OBJECTIVES 
 
The purpose of the course is to  

• acquaint students with great literature written on and about Africa. 
• introduce the student to the major post-colonial debates. 

 
SYLLABUS 
 

• Introduction to postcolonial theory and its central issues, such as rewriting colonial 
discourse, nationalism, the language question, representation, gender, sexuality, 
amongst others.  

Close reading of the following texts in this order:   
o Joseph Conrad, Heart of Darkness (1899) (The Norton Critical edition, edited 

by Paul B. Armstrong, ISBN 0-393-92636-2 is highly recommended). 
o V. S. Naipaul, A Bend in the River (1979) 
o Doris Lessing, The Grass is Singing (1950) 
o J.M. Coetzee, Disgrace, (2000) 

 
 
ASSESSMENT 
 
Class participation and assignments 50% 
Final exam. 50% 
 
Note: The level of English will be taken into account when assessing hand-in work, exams 
and in the final grade.  

 
 

 7



TUTORIALS 
 
Campus virtual 
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More detailed reading will be announced as the course progresses. 
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http://uab.cbuc.cat/search*cat/aFanon%2C+Frantz/afanon+frantz/-3,-1,0,B/browse

