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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF SUBJECT 
The aim of this course is to introduce students to 19th century North American literature and 
to its cultural and ideological context. Students will be asked to read and discuss a series of 
texts belonging to different genres. 

 
OBJECTIVES 
The main objective is to enlarge the students’ scope and expertise in literature, culture and 
language by introducing them to the literature of 19th century North America. 
 
SYLLABUS 
Benjamin Franklin: from Autobiography 
Hector St.John de Crevecoeur: Letters from an American Farmer. Letter III, Letter VIII 
Thomas Jefferson: “Declaration of Independence”, “Notes on the State of Virginia” 
Ralph Waldo Emerson: “Self-Reliance”, “The American Scholar” 
Margaret Fuller: from American Literature  
Harriet Jacobs: Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl 
Henry David Thoreau: “Resistance to Government”, from Walden: “Economy”, “The Pond 
in Winter” 
Nathaniel Hawthorne: The Scarlet Letter (any edition) 
Herman Melville: “Bartlevy, the Scrivener”, “Benito Cereno” 
Harriet Beecher Stowe: from Uncle Tom’s Cabin 
Walt Whitman: “Preface to Leaves of Grass”, “Song of Myself” 
Emily Dickinson: Poetry 
 
ASSESSMENT 
40% final exam 
40% midterm 
20% class participation  
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