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Objectives and learning outcomes: 

1. Understanding competing theoretical accounts of social phenomena 
(particularly, social change and globalisation). 

2. Understanding analyses of social inequalities due to class, gender and ethnic 
divides in different countries. 

3. Formulating informed questions about the impact of public policies and social 
conflicts on either democracy, human rights, social justice or sustainable 
development. 

4. Using the conceptual accounts of development and globalisation to gather, 
retrieve and synthesise relevant information about a different country to the 
student's origin, particularly, observing some connections with basic 
demographic phenomena. 

5. Developing basic communicative multilingual skills to understand specialised 
messages in the area of the social sciences. 

 
Syllabus: 

- 1st session: Guidelines on the syllabus, assessment and UAB academic culture. 
- Defining social change (lectures). 
- Competing accounts of socio-economic development (lectures and workshops). 
- Competing accounts of globalisation (lectures and discussion). 
 

Assessment: 
− Essays on development (November) and globalisation (January). 
− Report on the socioeconomic development of a country (January).  
− Preliminary short drafts will be discussed in monthly workshops. 

Languages:  
• Lectures and workshop: English. Virtual written summaries (.ppt) in Catalan, 

English and Spanish. Students are allowed to choose the language of their oral 
comments. 

• Reading list: either in English or Spanish (students should read English and 
Spanish).  

• Students' assessment: essays and reports in Catalan, English or Spanish. If 
necessary, French, Italian and Portuguese will be accepted. Some international 
students often write  their first piece in English or other languages and the latter 
pieces in Catalan or Spanish (support provided, no penalty for grammar 
mistakes). 

• Multilingual premium: +10% qualification mark if students write a correct 100 
words abstract of their individual essays in English (UAB and Séneca students), 
Catalan or Spanish (international students). A workshop will focus on some 
techniques for writing abstracts (templates: UAB-Argumenta: “El 
Resum: http://wuster.uab.es/web_argumenta_obert;  ASANET “Writing an 
Informative Abstract”, http://www.asanet.org/journals/abstract.cfm). 

• Tutorials: you can use any of the aforementioned languages. 

http://www.asanet.org/journals/abstract.cfm

