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Advanced Academic Abilities 2014/2015

Code: 42287
ECTS Credits: 15

Degree Type Year Semester
4313157 Estudis Anglesos Avancats / Advanced English Studies OB 0 A
Contact Use of languages
Name: Jordi Coral Escola Principal working language: anglés (eng)
Email: Jordi.Coral@uab.cat Some groups entirely in English: No

Some groups entirely in Catalan: Yes

Some groups entirely in Spanish: No
Teachers

Sonia Oliver del Olmo

Susagna Tubau Muntana

Prerequisites

All students should have a C1 level of English or the equivalent in order to follow the
]E:Olgse and hto be able to produce assignments at a level that will be required for their
inal MA thesis.

Students will be expected to follow and undertake practical work with advanced texts
in the fields of language and literature.

Objectives and Contextualisation

The aim of this module isto reach an advanced level of both oral and written
competences in academic

English. In this sense, students will work on complex textual structures, rhetorical and
argumentative strategies

and format and style issues besides from getting familiar with the most prototypical
genres of academic and

literary discourses. Our approach will be based on systemic-functional grammar
(SFQG).

Students will be shown the basic skills to carry out quality research in terms of
contents and methods. In this

vein, an updated state of the arts asto current research fields within English Studiesis
concerned will be

provided and sessions around information search and publishing techniques will be
organized. Finally,

students will be using technological toolsto facilitate quality research.
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Skills

® Analyse and synthesise information at an advanced level.

® Apply methodological knowledge of statistical analysis and data generation, treatment and codification
of multilingual databases, analysis of literary texts, etc. to research.

® Communicate the knowledge acquired and the contributions of ones research correctly, accurately and
clearly both orally and in writing.

® Critically argue, issue judgements and present ideas on the basis of the analysis of information
originating from scientific production in these areas.

® Develop autonomous learning skills applicable to the research process.

® Show respect towards the opinions, values, behaviours and/or practices of others.

® Use new technologies for capturing and organising information relevant to lifelong learning and
problem-solving in professional activities.

® Use the English language for academic and professional purposes related to research into the
acquisition, teaching and use of English as a second language in multilingual and multicultural contexts,
literary studies and cultural studies.

® Work effectively in teams in multilingual, multicultural and interdisciplinary professional and/or academic
environments.

Learning outcomes

1. Analyse and synthesise information at an advanced level.

2. Analyse the appropriateness and fluidity of discourse in English from the grammatical, rhetorical and
literary points of view.

3. Communicate the knowledge acquired and the contributions of ones research correctly, accurately and
clearly both orally and in writing.

4. Critically consider and analyse the readings and materials proposed in the linguistic and literary fields.

5. Develop autonomous learning skills applicable to the research process.

6. Orally present academic work in a clear and organised manner that is appropriate for the linguistic
and/or literary field.

7. Show respect towards the opinions, values, behaviours and/or practices of others.

8. Use new technologies for capturing and organising information relevant to lifelong learning and
problem-solving in professional activities.

9. Work effectively in teams in multilingual, multicultural and interdisciplinary professional and/or academic
environments.

10. Write texts of an advanced academic level, observing the rules for style and organisation in English.

Content

COURSE CONTENT AND STRUCTURE
1. Opening Session for all Students (September 2014)

The course will beain with aioint session in which the three teachers will describe the
obiectives and structure of the module as well as the content, methodology and
assessment criteria, of their respective seminars.

2. Doing Research (5 credits)

This seminar will be concerned with the difficulties students tvpicallv encounter when
doina research for the first time. This part of the module is desianed to encourace
students to formulate a research proiect. puttheir conclusions in writina (in the form of
a 'publishable’ article). and present it to the rest of the class. It is oraanized as a
proaression from the earliest staoes of research (findina vour research topic, etc) to the
very final one, i.e. the completion and revision of an article.
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Thisis atwo-group seminar

a) Literature Students:

Seminar Convened by Dr Jordi Coral
b) Language Students:

Seminar Convened by Dr Sonia Oliver

3. Writing Up and Presenting Research (5 credits)

Thisisaone-group seminar for all language and literature students
Seminar Convened by Dr Susagna Tubau

The research paper produced bv students will serve as the basis of the work thev do in
this seminar. which will focus on indispensable formal aspects such as proof-reading
and editina. citations. biblioaraphies. etc. Both seminars will be eminentlv practical in
its aims and methods. Aspects of academic writina to be considered include:
biblioaraphical reviews; proof-reading; writing introductions; guotations; finding an
adequate TFM topic.

4. Lectures and Library Sessions (5 credits)

This part of the module is designed to familiarise students with the research
community through a series of lectures by a) members of the department and b)
visiting scholars. Speakers will introduce students to the current trends in their
respective fields of research. A series of practical sessions about the use of our library
resources, including digital ones, will complete this module component.

SCHEDULE
SCHEDULE
Semester A

Dr. Jordi Coral

6 é/vr?eks Tuesdays and Thursdays (15:00-17:00), from Tues. Oct. 14th. to Thurs. Nov.
18t

Semester B

Dra Susagna Tubau

4 weeks, r;I'uesdays and Thursdays (15:00-18:00), from Tuesday Feb. 10t to Thursday,
March 5!

Dra. Susagna Tubau and Dra. Sonia Oliver

8 weeks, Tuesdays (15:00-18:00), from Tuesday March 10t to Tuesday May 12th

Methodology
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This course lasts both semesters of the academic year and it has three parts (1) a
general training involving the academic abilities needed to undertake research and to
present and write an academic thesis or paﬂer for aconference; (2) an area specific
training in either language or literature on how to address specific academic abilities
and research sources related to each discipline; (3) a series of area specific lectures by
MA staff and invited speakers throughout the first and second semesters to familiarize
students with up to date cutting edge research in their areas of interest.

Both the general training session and the area specific training sessions will be
organized around the following activities

* |ecturesto introduce basic theoretical concepts, class discussions on set
readings, practical cases and exercises

* Oral presentations

* Practical sessions at the library to learn how to use information resources

Activities

Title Hours ECTS Learning outcomes

Type: Directed

Follow-up assignments based on lectures (area specific) 15 0.6 4,6,8,9

Practical in-class workshops (both area specific and general) 30 1.2 1,2,3,4,6,7,8,9,
10

Presentation of research by MA staff (area specific) and invited speakes 15 0.6 1,2,4,7,9

(general)

Specific readings 30 1.2

Turorials 15 0.6 1,3,4,5,6,7

Type: Supervised

Oral presentations (area specific) 10 0.4 3,4,5,6,7,8,9

Practical sessions to learn to use information sources 15 0.6 1,4,5,7,8,9

Type: Autonomous

Assignments (area specific) 25 1 1,2,4,5,8,9,10

Final research paper (area specific) 40 1.6 1,2,3,4,5,8,10

Preparing oral presentation 20 0.8 1,2,3,4,5,6,8,9
Evaluation

ASSESSMENT ACTIVITIESHOURS ECTS LEARNING OUTCOMES
Assigments 40-50% 7 proficient oral and written discourse
advanced critical discourse analysis

Final research project and/or final exam 50 -60% 8 fluent speaking and writing up
advanced
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Evaluation activities

Title Weighting Hours  ECTS  Learning outcomes

Final exam or essay 50% 75 3 1,2,3,4,10

assignment 1: writing an abstract 15% 25 1 1,2,5,7,8,10

assignment 2: a critical analysis of a primary source 15% 25 1 1,2,3,4,7,8,10

oral presentation and/or class participation 20% 35 1.4 1,2,3,4,5,6,8,9
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2.2. LITERATURE
2.2.1. The Tempest

NB: Before reading any of the following studies you should absorb the information

and commentary provided

gﬁ the introductions of those editions used in class, including Stephen Orgel's Oxford
akespeare The

Tempest.
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