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Prerequisites

A proficient level of oral and written English

Objectives and Contextualisation

This course is an introduction to qualitative sociolinguistics for students who have some previous training in the
field of linguistics and sociolinguistics. Special attention is dedicated to key assumptions of a critical
sociolinguistic and ethnographic approach to language as well as to the questions and types of data that are
used in this sociolinguistic paradigm for understanding intercultural communication. The themes covered seek
to provide students with the necessary base as well as with the theoretical and analytical tools needed to carry
out research on bilingualism and multilingualism related to a topic of their own interest. Students will be
expected to show their understanding of weekly readings in class discussions as well as activities undertaken.

Skills

® Analyse and synthesise information at an advanced level.

® Analyse the relationship between factors, processes or phenomena in the acquisition of English as a
second language, its learning and teaching methods, and its literature, history and culture.

® Apply methodological knowledge of statistical analysis and data generation, treatment and codification
of multilingual databases, analysis of literary texts, etc. to research.

® Communicate the knowledge acquired and the contributions of ones research correctly, accurately and
clearly both orally and in writing.

® Critically argue, issue judgements and present ideas on the basis of the analysis of information
originating from scientific production in these areas.

® Develop autonomous learning skills applicable to the research process.

® Distinguish and contrast between the different methodological and theoretical models applied to the
academic study of the acquisition, teaching and use of English as a second language in multilingual and
multicultural contexts, literary studies and cultural studies.

® Resolve problems in multicultural academic and/or professional environments associated with the
studies of the acquisition, teaching and use of English as a second language in multilingual and
multicultural contexts, and the literature and culture of this language.

® Show respect towards the opinions, values, behaviours and/or practices of others.

® Use the English language for academic and professional purposes related to research into the
acquisition, teaching and use of English as a second language in multilingual and multicultural contexts,
literary studies and cultural studies.
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Learning outcomes

1. Analyse and synthesise information at an advanced level.
Apply the concepts acquired to the reality of linguistic use by multilingual individuals.
3. Communicate the knowledge acquired and the contributions of ones research correctly, accurately and
clearly both orally and in writing.
4. Critically read academic articles on multilingualism from the point of view of critical socio-linguistics.
5. Design ethnographic fieldwork and the methods for the collection of data on multilingual speakers and
communities.
6. Develop autonomous learning skills applicable to the research process.
7. Distinguish the most important socio-linguistic characteristics of multilingual societies and individuals
where English is used as a lingua franca.
8. Distinguish the most recent theoretical concepts of use for explaining multilingualism from the points of
view of the individual and society.
9. Explain the advantages and disadvantages of the different models of linguistic production.
10. Explain the relation between linguistic practices and thinking among multilingual individuals.
11. Recognise and question the bases of monolingualism in the fields of linguistics and socio-linguistics.
12. Show respect towards the opinions, values, behaviours and/or practices of others.
13. Write advanced level academic texts on multilingualism from the point of view of critical
socio-linguistics.

N

Content
IMPORTANT: Additional readings may be added at the first class meeting.
Week # 1 A sociolinguistic perspective on language and culture

® Moyer, Melissa. Forthcoming. Sociolinguistic perspectives on language and multilingualism in
institutions. In Sheena Gardner and Marilyn Martin-Jones (eds.) Multilingualism, Discourse and
Ethnography. London: Routledge, pp. 34 - 46.

® Duranti, Alessandro. 1997. Linguistic Anthropology. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, pp. 23-50.
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Week # 2 Social process and language in the 21°" century: conceptual framework

® Heller, Monica. Paths to Postnationalism. Oxford: Oxford University Press, pp. 3 -30.
® Urciuoli, Bonnie. 1996. Exposing Prejudice. Boulder, Colorado: Westview Press, pp. 1- 40.

Week # 3 Language and globalization
To be assigned
Week # 4 Context, time and space in sociolinguistic research
® Blommaert, Jan. 2005. Discourse. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, pp. 39-67.
Week # 5 Stance and position in Sociolinguistics

® Jaffe, Alexandra. 20 . Stance. A Sociolinguyistic Perspective. Oxford: oxford University Press, pp. 3-28
and 29-52.

Week # 6 Ideologies, language and power
® Blommaert, Jan. 2005. Discourse. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, pp. 158-202.
Week # 7 Negotiation of identities in a contemporary world

® Blommaert, Jan. 2005. Discourse. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, pp. 203-232.
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Week # 8 Mobility of people, objects and discourses
® To be assigned
Week # 9 Multilingualism

® Martin-Jone, M. and S. Gardner. Forthcoming. Introduction: Multilingualism, Discourse and
Ethnography. In Sheena Gardner and Marilyn Martin-Jones (eds.) Multilingualism, Discourse and
Ethnography. London: Routledge, pp. 1-18.

® Pillier, 1. 2011. Intercultural communication. Edinburgh:Edinburgh University Press, pp.144 - 169.

Week # 10 English as a lingua franca

® Brutt-Griffler, J. 2002. World English. Clevedon: Multilingual Matters, pp. 107-125.
® Pennycook, A. 2007. Global Englishes. London: Routledge, pp. 1- 35.

Methodology

The course is organized around lectures and in class discussions as well as activities to get students. Students

are expected to think about the questions raised by each of the readings and to participate in class
discussions.

Activities
Title Hours ECTS Learning outcomes

Type: Directed

35.5 1.42 1,3,5,6,8,12,13

60 2.4 1,7,8,13

Evaluation

Class attendance and weekly questions/exercise based on readings is required or a written assignment to

submit.

A final paper (maximum 10 pages) due on date to be announced. This paper can be a review of the key ideas
discussed in the reading undertaken in the course or a literature review of key readings and ideas for research

paper.

Evaluation activities

Title Weighting Hours ECTS Learning outcomes
24.5 0.98 1,2,3,4,9,13
30 1.2 4,5,6,7,8,10, 11
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