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Objectives and Contextualisation

The course is an introduction to the social responsibility of organisations, mainly business organisations. The
issues include the changing relation between business, society and public administrations; environmental,
social and governance dimensions of the organisation's activity; and introduction to European environmental
law; CSR international standards and tools for strategic management, management systems and external
comunication to the stakeholders groups.

At the end of the course the student is expected to have a good understanding of:

An introduction to European environmental law.
The basics of the concept and approaches of corporate social responsibility;
The main international standards & tools for corporate social responsibility;

Skills

Analyse, summarise, organise and plan projects related to the environmental improvement of product,
processes and services
Apply knowledge of environmental and ecological economics to the analysis and interpretation of
environmental problem areas.
Communicate and justify conclusions clearly and unambiguously to both specialised and
non-specialised audiences.
Continue the learning process, to a large extent autonomously
Integrate knowledge and use it to make judgements in complex situations, with incomplete information,
while keeping in mind social and ethical responsibilities.
Work in an international, multidisciplinary context.

Learning outcomes

Analyse best practices in corporate social responsibility.
Communicate and justify conclusions clearly and unambiguously to both specialised and
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Communicate and justify conclusions clearly and unambiguously to both specialised and
non-specialised audiences.
Continue the learning process, to a large extent autonomously
Integrate knowledge and use it to make judgements in complex situations, with incomplete information,
while keeping in mind social and ethical responsibilities.
Know the main concepts, regulations and international initiatives concerning the different dimensions of
corporate social responsibility (economic, environmental, social, corporate governance) .
Work in an international, multidisciplinary context.

Content

The course is divided in two main parts (i) Corporate Social Responsability (CSR) standards and tools and
(ii) .European environmental law

Corporate Social Responsability standards and tools.

European Union concept and directive on CSR

Other approaches to CSR

International standards/tools for CSR and their relationships

CSR transparency, accountabiity and communication: the Global Reporting Initiative (GRI)

European environmental law

Begining and development of European enviornmental law

European Union principles and legal basis for environmental law

Instruments and policies

The European Union actors on environmental law

The role of the Europena Union and the role of the states and local authorities

Harmonization, enforcement and implementation

Environmental protection and substantive environmetal law

Methodology

Activities

Title Hours ECTS Learning outcomes

Type: Directed

Exercise in class 4 0.16 1, 5, 2, 4, 3, 6

Lectures 33 1.32 5, 6

Type: Autonomous

Reading articles, books and studying for each of the given lectures 90 3.6 1, 5, 4, 3

Short essay writing, which involves reading the necessary academic literature 20 0.8 1, 5, 2, 4, 3
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Evaluation

Dos breus escrits de 500-1000paraules cadasqun. El/la professor/a corresponent valorarà l'escrit segons el
seu propi criteri. L'estudiant podrà comentar el treball i la seva valoració amb el/la corresponent professor/a.
L'examen final té una duració de 2 hores i cobreix la majoria dels temes i aspectes treballats durant les
sessions.
L'espai per a la respostes serà limitat i aquestes hauran de demostrar la comprensió i domini dels principals
conceptes i idees proporcionades durant el curs. El/la professor/a corresponent valorarà l'examen segons el
seu propi criteri. L'estudiant podrà comentar la seva valoració amb el/la corresponent professor/a.
Students will be assessed on the basis of a) the knowledge they have gained throughout the course
regarding the proposed literature and the different aspects reviewed in class; b) their writing and critical
thinking abilities, and c) their participation in class.
Details:
Two written essays, 500-1000words essay corresponding. The corresponding teacher will assess the essay
following his/her own marking criteria. Students will have the right to discuss the essay and the mark with the
correspondent teacher.
The final exam will last 2 hours and cover most aspects of the course. Students will have limited space to
answer each of these questions and will have to proof that they have understood and master key concepts
and ideas introduced during the course. The contributing teachers will evaluate the exam following his/her

. Students will have the right to discuss the mark with the correspondent teacher.own marking criteria

An student who fails to pass as a result of a poor exam may be given an opportunity to re-take it before the
final overall mark is officially delivered to UAB, but only if she/he has shown proof of progressive learning
inthe other evaluation parts.

Evaluation activities

Title Weighting Hours ECTS Learning outcomes

Class attendance 10% 0 0 1, 5, 2, 6

Final exam 60% 3 0.12 1, 5, 2, 4

Participation in class 10% 0 0 1, 5, 2, 4, 6

2 short essay writings 20% 0 0 1, 5, 2, 4, 3
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Webs

PNUMA (United Nations Program for Environment http://www.pnuma.org

European Court of Human rights http://hudoc.echr.coe.int/

Official website European Union http://europa.eu/index_en.htm

Training Package on Principles of EU Environmental Law 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/legal/law/principles.htm

Official Journal of the European Unionhttp://eur-lex.europa.eu/oj/direct-access.html?locale=en

Summaries of the European environmental legislation 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/summary/chapter/environment.html?root_default=SUM_1_CODED%3D20&locale=en

European Comission (Environment) : http://ec.europa.eu/environment/index_en.htm

European Environment Agency http://www.eea.europa.eu
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