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Prerequisites
The students' level of English should be between C1 (advanced) and C2 (proficiency) of the Common
European Framework of Reference for Languages: Learning, Teaching, Assessment.
Students should have completed the English Studies third year courses, specifically 'Literatura Anglesa del
Renaixment i la Il·lustració'.

Objectives and Contextualisation
The overall purpose of this course will be to explore aspects of the evolution of Shakespearean drama by
focussing on its main genres, namely, comedy and tragedy. Though we shall consider essential concepts such
as 'mimesis', 'hamartia' or 'catharsis', the course will not seek to produce a theoretical discussion of the notions
of 'comedy' and 'tragedy'. Rather, it will attempt to describe and contextualize an evolving practice, and will
include the possibility of a critique of dramatic art. The examination of four masterpieces from different periods
of Shakespeare's production will give students a sense of the playwright's creativity and of the rich variety of
the early modern stage. A detailed reading of the texts will deepen their understanding of the complex ways in
which drama, literature, culture, and society interacted at this crucial moment ofEuropean history. Finally, an
analysis of some of the best-known productions of the plays will reveal the essentially performative nature of
Shakespeare's work.

Skills
English Studies
Critically assessing the scientific, literary and cultural production in the English language.
Demonstrate a comprehension of the relationship between factors, processes and phenomena of
linguistics, literature, history and culture, and explaining it.
Develop critical thinking and reasoning and knowing how to communicate effectively both in your
mother tongue and in other languages.
Effectively working individually or in teams in multicultural and interdisciplinary environments in English
and other languages, applying values of a culture of peace, and the characteristic democratic values of
a degree in a foreign language that trains the student for intercultural communication.
Generate innovative and competitive proposals in research and professional activities.
Produce clear and well structured and detailed texts in English about complex topics, displaying a
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Produce clear and well structured and detailed texts in English about complex topics, displaying a
correct use of the organisation, connection and cohesion of the text.
Rewrite and organize information and arguments coming from several sources in English and
presenting them in a coherent and summarised way.
Students can apply the knowledge to their own work or vocation in a professional manner and have the
powers generally demonstrated by preparing and defending arguments and solving problems within
their area of study.
Students must be capable of communicating information, ideas, problems and solutions to both
specialised and non-specialised audiences.
Students must develop the necessary learning skills in order to undertake further training with a high
degree of autonomy.
Students must have and understand knowledge of an area of study built on the basis of general
secondary education, and while it relies on some advanced textbooks it also includes some aspects
coming from the forefront of its field of study.
Utilising new technologies in order to capture and organise information in English and other languages,
and applying it to the personal continued training and to the problem-solving in the professional or
research activity.
Working in an autonomous and responsible way in a professional or research environment in English or
other languages, in order to accomplish the previously set objectives.

Learning outcomes
1. Analysing and interpreting texts in an advanced level about the literary genres and literary criticism in
English.
2. Apply the acquired knowledge to the generation of innovative and competitive research on a basic level.
3. Apply the knowledge and competences acquired in the professional and academic activities related to
literature, history and culture.
4. Applying appropriate secondary academic sources to text comments and argumentative essays about
literary genres and literary criticism in English.
5. Applying the acquired knowledge about intercultural communication to the work in multicultural and
interdisciplinary environments in English.
6. Applying the acquired methodologies of work planning to work in an environment in the English
language.
7. Applying the acquired scientific and work planning methodologies to the research in English.
8. Applying the information in English that is available on the Internet, in databases, etc. to the work and/or
research environments.
9. Communicating in the studied language in oral and written form, properly using vocabulary and
grammar.
10. Demonstrate a master of the specific methods of individual academic work that prepare the student for
a postgraduate specialised education in the same or a different field of study.
11. Demonstrate a sound knowledge about advanced topics related to the study of literature and culture.
12. Developing a labour and research bond in multicultural and interdisciplinary environments in English
that contribute to international collaboration.
13. Distinguishing the main ideas from the secondary ones and summarising the contents of primary and
secondary texts related to the literary genres and literary criticism in English.
14. Drawing up academic essays of medium length in relation to the genres of the English literature and its
academic criticism using secondary academic sources.
15. Effectively communicating and applying the argumentative and textual processes to formal and
scientific texts.
16. Localising secondary academic sources in the library or on the Internet related to the literary genres and
literary criticism in English.
17. Locating and organising relevant information in English that is available on the Internet, in databases,
etc.
18. Mastering the advanced knowledge and scientific methodologies related to linguistics, literature, history
and culture that prepare the student for a postgraduate specialised education in the same or a different
field of study.
19. Produce new professional initiatives.
20. Students must be capable of comprehending advanced academic or professional texts in their own
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20. Students must be capable of comprehending advanced academic or professional texts in their own
language or the another acquired in the degree.
21. Students must be capable of precisely arguing ideas and opinions in their own language or another
acquired in the degree.
22. Summarising the content of primary and secondary academic sources about literary genres and literary
criticism in English.

Content
UNIT 1- The Shakespearean Stage
UNIT 2 - Romeo and Juliet
UNIT 3 - Twelfth Night
UNIT 4 - Hamlet
UNIT 5 - Antony and Cleopatra
Students are advised to read the plays in the following editions:

Romeo and Juliet, ed. by Jill L. Levenson, The Oxford Shakespeare, Oxford University Press, 2008.
Twelfth Night, ed. Roger Warren, The Oxford Shakespeare, Oxford University Press, 2008.
Hamlet, ed. by G.R. Hibbard, The Oxford Shakespeare, Oxford University Press, 2008.
Anthony and Cleopatra, ed. by Michael Neill, The Oxford Shakespeare, Oxford University Press, 2008.

Methodology
Autonomous activities
Directed activities
Supervised activities

Activities
Title

Hours

ECTS

Learning outcomes

Lectures

30

1.2

21, 20

Practice classes with text analysis and debate

20

0.8

25

1

Reading

35

1.4

Study

10

0.4

Type: Directed

Type: Supervised
Oral presentation preparation

21

Type: Autonomous
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Evaluation
The practical dimension of the course will require students to take an active part in class. Group discussion will
be normal practice and students will be requested to offer a presentation on specific aspects of the productions
of the plays analysed in class. Percentages will be as follows:
Class presentation and group work: 10%
Class participation: 10%
Exam 1: 40%
Exam 2: 40%
The minimum pass mark is 5 for all exams and activities. Students who have failed one of the exams but
passed the other will have the opportunity of a resit examination. In this case, the maximum final grade will be
5.
NB: Students whose exercises contain plagiarism will automatically receive the final grade of "fail".

Evaluation activities
Learning
outcomes

Title

Weighting

Hours

ECTS

Class Participation

10%

5

0.2

1, 21, 11, 12, 15,
9

Class presentation and group work

10%

5

0.2

7, 2, 8, 21, 10, 9,
19, 17

Exam 1 ("The Shakespearean Stage", "Romeo and Juliet" and
"Twelfth Night")

40%

10

0.4

6, 4, 2, 3, 11, 18,
15, 14, 22

Exam 2 ("Hamlet" and "Antony and Cleopatra")

40%

10

0.4

1, 6, 5, 20, 12, 13,
16
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