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Prerequisites

None.

Objectives and Contextualisation

Presenting the sociological perspective, its main characteristics, as well as its main conceptual and theoretical
tools, with the purpose of helping the student to understand the social phenomena and its dynamics.

Skills

Ability to analyse and summarise.
Analysing the conflict and criminology by using the criminological theories and their psychological and
sociological foundations.
Drawing up an academic text.
Students must demonstrate they know the psychological and sociological concepts and foundations of
criminology.
Verbally transmitting ideas to an audience.
Working autonomously.
Working in teams and networking.

Learning outcomes

Ability to analyse and summarise.
Drawing up an academic text.
Explaining the applied sociological bases of criminology.
Using the sociological bases to analyse crime situations.
Verbally transmitting ideas to an audience.
Working autonomously.
Working in teams and networking.

Content
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1. The sociological perspective
Sociology and social sciences. Social phenomena. Main features of the sociological perspective.

 Ideal types of sociology: cameral or informative,  critical, expressive, cognitive, scientific or analytic.

 Sociological foundations of criminological theories.
2. The society
The human being as a social being. The foundations of sociality. Society as subjective reality. Socialization.

 Structure and agency. Inequality and social stratification.

3. Sociology as a discipline
The European classics: Marx, Durkheim, Weber; Simmel. The major topics of the classics,

 their theory of history and the relevance of their questions: social classes and alienation; power and authority;

 labor and division of labor; rationality and bureaucratic organizations; Money, urban life and modernity.

4. Main debates in contemporary sociology
Rationality, social norms, emotions. Culture and nature. Social Networks. Social influence. Social trust.

 The gender perspective in sociology.

Methodology

Lectures.
Practical exercises in the classroom.
Seminars.
Individual meetings and small group seminars. Reading texts and working with audiovisual material.
Giving presentations in class.
Writing commentaries of texts or audiovisual materials.

Activities

Title Hours ECTS
Learning
outcomes

Type: Directed

Exam 2.5 0.1 3, 1, 6, 4

Lectures 21 0.84 3, 1, 5, 4

Seminars. Work in small groups. Presentations and debates based on texts and
audiovisual materials

21 0.84 3, 1, 5, 6, 7, 4

Tutorials in small group 5.5 0.22 3, 1, 5, 7, 4
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Type: Supervised

Writing individual essays on texts and audiovisual materials 45 1.8 3, 2, 1, 6, 4

Type: Autonomous

Analysis and study of texts and other materials. Preparation of the exam. 55 2.2 3, 1, 6, 4

Evaluation

1. The course requires regular attendance to theoretical and practical classes and the regular work of the student.
2. To pass the curs it is necessary an average qualification of 5 taking into consideration the two parts of the evaluation

 (theoretical and practical).
3. Those students who fail the course in the first call will have the right to take a remdial exam.

 An student that cheat or attempt to cheat in the exam will get a 0, losing the right to a  second chance.4.

Plagiarism will conduct to a fail of the essay and, in case of recidivism the student will receive a fail mark.

Evaluation activities

Title Weighting Hours ECTS Learning outcomes

Exam 60% 0 0 3, 1, 6, 4

Practical exercices 40% 0 0 3, 2, 1, 5, 6, 7, 4
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