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Objectives and Contextualisation

To understand and critically analyze the role of science and technology in today's society, taking into account
the historical processes that have shaped them.

To identify the different forms that contemporary science has taken, considering its aims, practitioners,
educational institutions.

To get acquantied with the relevant literature on these issues.

To communicate orally and in writing scientific and historical arguments.

Content
1. Presentation

2. The origins of modern science
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. Frankenstein, or the Modern Prometheus
. Darwin and the historical vision of life

. Scientific Empires

. Natural-artificial: industrial chemistry and German hegemony
. Science and ideology in the age of extremes
. Science and ideology: the case of Nazism

. Social darwinism

. Eugenics

Marie Curie, science, medicine, and industry
Einstein and the construction of a scientific icon
Science and art

Science and literature

Science and modernization: Spain 1900-1936
Science in a totalitarian regime: Spain 1939-1975
Two cultures?

Peniciline: research, patents and the Cold War
Space sciences in the Cold War

John von Neumann and computation
Technology and nation

Resistance to technology

Elementary particles and cosmology
Epistemology of contemporary scientific practice
Gender and contemporary science

Science in the media

Science and democracy

Small science

Conclusions



